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The Town of Franklin and the surrounding communities came together to celebrate the nation’s 247th anniversary of America’s Inde-
pendence from Great Britain on Tuesday, July 4. The festivities began with a parade down Main Street with residents, visitors and their 
pets dressed in their patriotic finest along with vintage cars, motorcycles, a jeep club, championship sports teams and more. On the 
square after the parade, were food truck offerings, free watermelon and a cool shower courtesy of Franklin fire department. The cel-
ebration culminated in a fireworks display sponsored by the Town of Franklin. For more, see page 12.             Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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Zoning concerns heard; Whitmire plan approved
Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer 
 
Fresh off passing a new budget, Town of Franklin Coun-

cil members gathered on July 3 to receive public input re-
garding rezoning requests submitted by Town Planner Justin 
Setser. A presentation was also delivered on a master plan 
for development of the 
Whitmire property. Ap-
proval for two resolutions 
was given and numerous in-
dividuals were recognized.  

Mayor Jack Horton 
kicked off the meeting by in-
troducing Public Works Di-
rector Bill Deal, who then 
recognized three individuals 
working in his department. Travis Waldroop, water treatment 
plant operator, received his Class C Certification; and Chris 
Green, a pump maintenance mechanic, received his Class A 
Distribution Certificate. Wastewater Treatment Supervisor 
Jason Hopkins also received the same certificate as Green, 
but in Grade 2 pre-treatment certification.  

Mayor Horton recognized Jim and Kathie Akins from the 

Scottish Tartans Museum and Heritage Center with a cer-
tificate of appreciation for their contributions to the Town 
of Franklin and surrounding community. The mayor re-
minded attendees of the recent 35th anniversary celebration 
for the Scottish Tartans Museum and Heritage Center. He 
commented that during the celebration in March he hap-

pened upon the Lee County 
Commissioners chairman. 
“He sent me a really nice 
‘Thank You’ letter for the 
hospitality you all showed to 
him in Franklin and to the 
Tartans Museum, to town 
and county employees, and 
the town manager.” 

Next, a public hearing was 
held to receive input on rezonings recommended by the 
Town Planning Board. Setser introduced a summary of his 
office’s recommended changes to zoning in the city limits. 
In total, 509 acres are included in the proposal, which is 
made up of 352 parcels. The overall objective for rezoning 

“The whole intent behind all this is 
to protect current property rights ... so 

owners don’t have some drastic 
change that affects their lifestyle.” 

                          – Justin Setser, Town Planner
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is to “bring the parcels into compliance with the nature of the 
neighborhoods they are in,” said Setser. He listed several fac-
tors that went into the proposed zoning changes. In some 
cases, relatively small areas currently include residential, 
commercial, and mixed-use zoning designations. Setser em-
phasized, “The whole intent behind all this is to protect cur-
rent property rights … so owners don’t have some drastic 
change that affects their lifestyle.”  

The overriding concern expressed by those who signed up 
to speak was for the Council to be cautious in their approach 
to rezoning. Speaker Carson Green offered that “if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it.” He went on to argue that he bought his 
property almost 30 years ago and it has been zoned commer-
cial the entire time. “I’ve kept it maybe as a retirement pos-
sibility.”  

Lifelong Franklin resident Connie Stiles delivered a 
lengthy address which focused primarily on “tweaking” pro-
posed changes around Sloan Street. She observed that of the 
numerous properties on Sloan and nearby streets, most are 
defined as manufactured homes. Her request to council mem-
bers was to extend the R-1 (general residential) zoning to 
Cherry and Hillside streets, and if possible, to the majority of 
2nd Street, rather than to make the whole area R-2 (low den-
sity) zoning. She pleaded that applying R-2 zoning to only a 
small cluster of manufactured homes on 2nd Street, and to a 
similarly small area on Beaver Lane, which connects to 
Cherry Street makes more sense. She also expressed concern 
with permanent recreational vehicles (RV) and tiny homes 
that might go up in R-2 areas. “Zoning is the principal tool for 
protecting property values, providing a stable real estate mar-
ket, and the prevention of incompatible uses too close to-
gether,” she said.  

Tim Cochran, who owns a grading company and lives on 
Old Murphy Rd., also spoke and relayed that he was unaware 
the area he lives in was already zoned. Setser responded that 
it has been zoned as residential since 1974. Cochran argued 
that he has had his business located there and it has been used 
commercially, in that sense, since he first purchased it. He re-
quested his property be taken out of R-1 zoning and made 
commercial (C*), whereby he can continue to store his equip-
ment at the current location. He also reminded the Council 
that the   not allow his area to be put on the sewer system due 
to regional high use by Mill Creek and LBJ Job Corps estab-
lishments. He professed to speak for some others who could 
not attend and asked that the Town leave Old Murphy Rd. out 
of zoning in its entirety.   

Following the speakers, council members discussed mak-
ing sure that the process of rezoning proceeds cautiously.   

“I’m sympathetic that if in fact someone can’t get sewer 

because of the sewer line issues, and has to remain residen-
tial, that’s real troubling to me,” Vice Mayor Joe Collins of-
fered.  

Council member Rita Salain pointed out that mapping 
should be looked at more thoroughly in response to some of 
the concerns expressed by speakers. Town Attorney John 
Henning Jr. added, “This is a good example where you can 
have a lot of different zones that bump up against each other 
in the same area. It is going to reduce your concern about spot 
zoning.”  

“I don’t think anyone in this room is against proper uses of 
land,” council member David Culpepper said. “The abrasion 
happens when people make financial or lifetime decisions 
based on something and then we come change the game, mid-
stream. It doesn’t seem exactly fair to people, especially in 
extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) [areas], for us [the coun-
cil] to make decisions … they don’t have a representative 
here, they don’t pay taxes; there is no way for them to influ-
ence it. I think we need to be sensitive to that. When you buy 
a piece of land, you have a bundle of rights. If it is already 
commercial and we dictate that it’s not commercial, we are 
taking away one of those rights.”  

Horton concluded, “I think this board will tread slow and 
make sure they make the right decisions.” 

Whitmire Property plan presented 
Joel Storrow, senior principal with McGill Associates, 

opened up the Whitmire property segment of the meeting by 
stating his company has been involved in Franklin projects 
of some sort for more than 30 years. He then introduced Kur-
tis Durrant and Jim Ford, who delivered a presentation on the 
Whitmire Property Recreation Plan. After conducting a recre-
ation study, followed by two public input sessions – includ-
ing an online survey – they described findings from the 
surveys and also delivered a conceptual drawing on how the 
12-acre property could be developed. Their presentation in-
cluded potential costs and phasing priorities. The object for 
this stage of the overall plan is for the Council to approve and 
adopt the project master plan in its current form. The plan is 
made up of two main concepts; one design includes three dif-
ferent nodes of activity, while the second option has a variety 
of amenities that are all connected via a wide, multi-use walk-
ing path network.  

The current anticipated cost to deliver the proposed park is 
$7,534,320. For a state to be eligible to receive federal Land 
and Water Conservation Fund dollars, it must maintain what 
is known as a State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP). The current (2020-2025) SCORP includes six ob-
jectives that serve to benefit the state’s population, natural re-
sources, public health and fitness, and take care of park 
amenities across the state. McGill professed to meet or sur-
pass all six objectives with its master plan. The firm also as-
sured the Council that their approach included goals and 
objectives that “serve the neighborhood and the people of the 
Town of Franklin with multiple outdoor amenities.” McGill 
predicted a timeframe of three-to-five years for completion 
of the property.  

Council member Stacy Guffey commented on the lack of 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) playground areas in Macon 
County.  

“One of our most dire recreation needs in Macon County is 
an inclusive playground … there’s absolutely no opportunity 
for physically-challenged kids to play on playgrounds.”  

In response to a question on whether grants could be sought 
specifically for ADA-suitable areas, Ford responded, “There’s 
specific playground grants that you might be able to use … 
definitely you want to coordinate that when you establish 
what you are doing first, second, third.”  

Following the presentation, the Council unanimously ap-
proved to adopt the plan as presented with follow-on discus-
sions needed to hash out funding options, including budgetary 
considerations as well as maximizing federal and state grant 
opportunities. 

Under new business, Mayor Horton introduced a resolu-
tion in opposition of North Carolina Senate Bill 675. The bill 
is described as legislation that “could be crippling for mu-
nicipalities across the state located in counties of less than 
50,000 [residents].” Additionally, the resolution argues that 

Public Works Director Bill Deal recognizes employee Jason 
Hopkins with a Grade 2 pre-treatment certification. Travis Wal-
droop, water treatment plant operator, received his Class C Cer-
tification; and Chris Green, a pump maintenance mechanic, 
received his Class A Distribution Certificate.  

https://mppnhc.org/
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unless one reads the bill in its entirety, it is dif-
ficult to recognize its true purpose. According 
to the resolution “this bill would eliminate po-
tential growth and stifle economic development 
efforts in Franklin by eliminating extraterrito-
rial jurisdiction in its entirety.” The bill passed 
the N.C. Senate, is currently in the House, and 
has already passed its first reading there.  

Mayor Horton spoke in response to the bill, 
informing attendees of the importance of the 
resolution: “Half the counties in the state have 
less than 50,000 and a lot of counties don’t have 
any land use plan … to take that ability away 
from your town, I think, puts the people at a dis-
advantage. If we don’t do something to help 
control the growth and the development of the 
perimeter of the town, eventually that area is 
going to be the town.”  

Council member Mike Lewis added, “It’s [Bill 675] pe-
nalizing the municipalities that abuse that authority the least.” 
Henning added, “It [the bill] acts as though a council is a cor-
poration that goes around trying to benefit a town to the ex-
clusion of the people who live in it, which isn’t true. You try 
to preserve the values of the town and the resources that town 
has for the citizens that live inside of it.” 

The request before the Council was for the resolution to be 
approved and then sent to legislators representing the Franklin 
area. A motion was made to forward the resolution, which 
was approved by the Council unanimously. 

Town Manager Amie Owens requested approval for 
Buckey Bridge, LLC, as the contractor for the Clyde Street 
waterline replacement project. She also asked the Council to 
approve a task order for surveying and engineering design of 

the Wilkie Street sewer project by McGill Associates. Both 
requests were unanimously approved. Additionally, Sabrina 
Scruggs was re-appointed as the Town tax collector and was 
sworn in by Mayor Horton.  

Quarterly updates from finance, planning, and police de-
partments were provided. Highlights included Financial Of-
ficer Sarah Bishop announcing more than a 25% reduction in 
budget amendments needed in this year’s budget compared to 
2022. FPD Captain Matt Pellicer reported on police depart-
ment business and informed the Council of recent donations. 
One was from the American Legion Auxiliary, which donated 
two infrared scopes, valued at $4,000. The scopes will help 
the department identify suspects in the dark and increase of-
ficer safety. The Nantahala Bicycle company donated an e-
bike to the department valued at $1,500. 

The next Town Council meeting is Aug. 7, at 6 p.m.

McGill Associates' Joel Storrow, Kurtis Durrant, and Jim Ford presented the 
Whitmire Property Master Plan.

https://gemstonevillagenc.com/
https://www.maconfurnituremart.com/index.html
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Historic preservationist takes on the saving of cemetery
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
Alec Meier once played among the broken, 

faded, and sinking headstones at the graveyard 
beside his family’s Cartoogechaye Valley home – 
just up from Cartoogechaye Baptist Church. The 
South Carolina native visited the area with his 
parents frequently after they purchased the home 
in 2005, and the then 10-year-old historian would 
listen intently as visitors like Vernie May Dills 
Elkins shared details of the almost 200 people 
buried there.  

Since moving to the area full-time in 2022, the 
Stono Knifeworks’ artist/craftsman has been un-
dertaking the task of repairing and restoring the 
neglected centuries-old cemetery. In fact, with a 
historic preservation degree from the College of 
Charleston in South Carolina, Meier knew the 
roadmap for contacting the N.C. State Cemetery 
Board of Specialists and has become the site’s 
steward/caretaker.  

“No one else can legally be buried here,” he ex-
plained, “and the property is officially owned by 
the state [of North Carolina], but I want to make 
sure the cemetery is not lost to nature. So, the plan 
is to keep the weeds out, the poison ivy under 
control, the dead trees chopped up, the limbs picked up, and 
more. I have a close friend from college who works in ceme-
tery repair in New Orleans who will eventually come here 
and teach me and a few others how to restore and care for the 
grave markers.”  

Recently joining Meier to walk through the cemetery was 
Willard Dills, whose great-great grandfather, Henry Dills, 
provided the deed for the cemetery and the property where 
the current Cartoogechaye Baptist Church stands; it is the 
third church building on the property since the church was 
founded in 1835. 

At the cemetery – as well as another cemetery tucked off 

of Dills Creek Road – are the graves of countless members 
of Dills’ immediate and vastly extended Macon County fam-
ily, including his father, Lax Dills; his grandfather, Allen 
Dills; his great grandparents, Mattie and Vance Dills; and, 
his great-great grandparents, Susan and Henry Dills. His 
great-great grandfather’s aunt and uncle are also buried there: 
Henrietta and H.H. Dills, who was a Macon County judge.  

Throughout the sloping cemetery, with Standing Indian 
Mountain looming in the distance, are newer granite mark-
ers that have replaced old ones, as well as age-worn, hand-
chiseled markers and even natural stones to signify head- and 
foot-markers. A hand-twisted, rusted barbed wire fence at-
tached to rotting posts encircles the cemetery. Many markers 
include the image of a lamb atop the stone, symbolizing a 
child’s death, while short spaces between two rocks also in-
dicate children are buried there. There are graves of soldiers 
ranging from the Revolutionary War and the Civil War to 
wars in the 1900s, beginning with World War I. Some of the 
grave markers are simply white quartz rocks, and many are 
covered with untold years of moss or lichen.  

Meier has learned that while some of the headstones may 
have been broken due to vandalism, many are damaged be-
cause of frozen water in the cracks or because trees have 
fallen on them.  

“I’ve done some repairs of the stones, but I want to make 
sure that any future preservation is proper and done with 
longevity in mind,” he 
said. “It’s important 
that the cemetery not 
be weed-whacked or 
mowed in such a way 
that the stones are 
damaged further.”  

Dills told Meier that 
some of the gravesites 
date back most likely 
to the late 1600s to 
1700s.  

“If my Grand-
mother Elsie was still 
alive, she could tell 
you about everyone 
who is buried in here.” 
Dills, 60, remembers 

attending many burials of family members at the cemetery, 
beginning when he was a boy. “Walking through here defi-
nitely brings back memories.”  

Dills explained to Meier that a family member was buried 
in the cemetery who fought in the Second Battle of Bull Run 
during the Civil War; a family member of Meier’s also 
fought in that battle. While Dills’ family member was not 
killed in the battle, Meier’s family member was.  

“And I guarantee that some of the graves that are just 
marked by stones are Cherokee who lived in Sand Town,” 
said Dills. Ancestors on both sides of Dills’ immediate fam-
ily were full or half Cherokee.  

“Once we clean it up and eventually get a new fence 
around it, I will have my number on the gate and I want peo-
ple to be able to pull up here (where he lives) and take some 
time to visit the cemetery and pay their respects,” said Meier, 
adding that he has no interest in the cemetery except for 
preservation efforts. “I’m doing this because I live here, not 
because I’m related to anyone here. However, everyone 
buried here feels like my family because I’ve spent so much 
time caretaking this cemetery and learning about the people 
buried here. I want to do what I can to see that it doesn’t get 
lost to nature and fall into decay.” 

(For more information about historic Sand Town, read 
Jan. 16, 2020, Macon County News article online titled, 
“Sand Town: Cherokee/White community lost, but not for-
gotten;” and, for further information about Alec Meier, visit 
the site, www.themaconcountynews.com, and read the Feb. 
16, 2023 article: “Nationally sought utilitarian knife artist 
moves to Macon County.”

Willard Dills, whose family in Macon County dates back cen-
turies, joined Alec Meier recently to learn how a rural cemetery 
- where many of Dills’ immediate family are buried - is being 
preserved. 

Alec Meier is in the process of restoring and preserving a cen-
turies-old cemetery in Cartoogechaye that includes almost 200 
gravesites.

Grave markers with lambs signify a child is buried there, while some old grave stones are sinking into 
the ground. Alec Meier is working to make certain grave indicators are not lost to time and nature. 
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SCC honors high achievers at Academic Awards Ceremony  
The highest-achieving students at Southwest-

ern Community College were honored in the an-
nual Academic Awards Ceremony on April 18 in 
Myers Auditorium on the college’s Jackson Cam-
pus. 

Among the honorees were 56 students who re-
ceived “high honors” for maintaining a perfect 
4.0 cumulative GPA. 

Ellie Padgett was named the N.C. Community 
College System Academic Excellence award re-
cipient. 

The Charles McConnell New Century Scholar 
Award went to Leah Carter, and Jenice McKin 
received the Dallas Herring Achievement Award 
– given annually in honor of one of the state’s 
earliest advocates for community colleges. 

Megan Beck won the Bob Scott Leadership 
Award, named after the former N.C. governor 
who also served as president of the state’s com-
munity college system for 12 years. 

To qualify for the “Academic Honors” portion 
of the program, each student had to earn a mini-
mum of 30 semester hours of credit within the 
last four years by the end of the fall semester at 
SCC, be enrolled in the spring semester and have 
a cumulative Grade Point Average of 3.5 or 
above. 

For more information about SCC, call 
8 2 8 . 3 3 9 . 4 0 0 0 ,  
visit www.SouthwesternCC.edu or drop by your 
nearest SCC location.

Macon County residents honored at SCC’s Academic Awards ceremony on April 18 included, front row from left: Ted Trimble of Franklin, Bri-
Anna Campbell of Franklin, Gabriela Rivera-Villa of Franklin, Tina Cronberger of Franklin, Emilee Duke of Franklin and Sara Walker of Franklin. 
Second row: Alyssa Smith of Franklin, Callie Roper of Franklin, Callie Barnett of Franklin, Reese Ward of Franklin, Abbi Miller of Highlands, 
Emily Swanson of Franklin, Elizabeth Crowe of Franklin, Anika Zuiderveen of Franklin and Abigail Young of Franklin. Third row: Brandon Pen-
ney of Franklin, Tevin Neal of Franklin, Dalton Jones of Franklin, Arlene Jones of Franklin, Diane Mahoney of Franklin, Kaydence McDonald of 
Franklin, Cameron Rodewald of Franklin, William Duggins of Franklin and Brian Proveaux of Franklin.

https://streetsoffranklinnc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/hickoryknollumc/
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Catching Up: George Young – The Voice of the Franklin Panthers 
Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer 
 
Anyone who has listened to or watched 

Franklin sports, has heard or seen George 
Young. Blessed with a “radio” voice, Young is 
a familiar connection to Franklin High School 
games and increasingly in other areas as well. 

Working for Backlot Cinema in a larger ca-
pacity and with Franklin Panther Sports Net-
work (FPSN) more specifically, Young is 
involved with much more than just broad-
casting. His duties include interviews, pho-
tography, webinars, tutorials, and more. While 
Young pointed out that Backlot’s Luis Diaz is 
the “audio guru” and Clinton Taylor coordi-
nates much of the behind-the-scenes work for 
FPSN, such as photos and live streams, Young 
is the face and voice of Panther Sports broad-
casts. While newer to the video arena, he has 
been in the radio/broadcasting business for al-
most two decades.  

He previously worked at WFSC in Franklin 
for 12 years as operations manager and morn-
ing show host, and handled sundry engineer-
ing tasks. He was a certified broadcast 
technologist doing a little bit of everything 
and was heavily involved with radio station 
broadcasting. With that level of involvement 
comes responsibility.  

“It was a good experience but very de-
manding. You’re on call 24/7,” said Young.  

Moving to Backlot at the end of 2018 
brought numerous advantages to his work life, 
including better pay, healthcare and less 
stress.  

“What we’re doing, number one, is not 
going away and number two, every year gets 
more and more popular,” he said.  

As with so many things in life, the 2020 
pandemic affected Backlot and FPSN – but in 
a positive way. Streaming and video presen-
tations generated much more interest, given 
that social interaction restrictions were an in-
herent part of 2020 and 2021. 

Early Days 
Growing up in Greenwood, S.C., 

Young attended Lander University, 
a small Division II school of about 3 
to 4,000 students. He graduated in 
2003. While obtaining his mass 
communications degree, Young 
worked with the sports department. 
He was the public address an-
nouncer for softball, some baseball, 
and also basketball while also hold-
ing down statistician duties. When 
he was in college, he shared that he 
was not entirely confident with 
“longform stuff,” such as announc-
ing an entire sports game. He in-
tended to graduate and get more 
involved in backroom, editing, and 
behind the scenes work. However, 
upon graduation he worked about 
six months as a program producer 
for a sports talk show under Dan 
Scott at WCCP for Clemson in the 
Greenville (S.C.) area.  

Toward the end of his stint at WCCP, 
Young was contacted by the WCRS station 
manager at Greenwood High School and of-
fered the play-by-play sports position for the 
school. His first event was a “jamboree,” 
which is essentially a scrimmage series where 
he started calling basketball games on the 
local F.M. station. He said he was so nervous 
that at one point, just before his first broad-
cast, he begged the A.M. radio announcer to 
call the game instead. He persevered and 
made it through that first, full broadcast. 
Young worked approximately two years at the 
school, calling primarily basketball and base-
ball games. When the station was sold and 
started a Spanish broadcasting format, he 
found his way to Franklin, through connec-
tions to the person who originally hired him at 
Greenwood, Jerry Duke. Duke interviewed 
Young in early 2007, brought him to WFSC 

that year to begin calling FHS football games. 
After transitioning up the radio dial to 104.1 
and 104.9, and helping orchestrate an antenna 
station move to Cowee Bald for a better 
broadcasting on the Macon County commu-
nications tower, he started his career in 
Franklin. 

Young started working for Backlot/FPSN 
in 2018 and took on various sports including 
volleyball and even soccer, although he ad-
mitted that calling a soccer game takes “pa-
tience.” Asked whether his seemingly 
effortless skill in broadcasting came naturally, 
Young quickly replied, “No, it’s not natural. 
Talking into a camera – it’s not natural. It’s the 
same doing the games on the radio; you’re 
talking to someone you can’t see. You’re not 
conversing back and forth with somebody – 
you’re describing the action. You’re telling 
them what’s going on … as concisely as pos-

sible so they can paint the 
picture in their mind.”  

He also emphasized that 
people, when listening to a 
game, care about three 
things: Time, score, and who 
has the ball.  

“Radio, is just better over-
all because you [the an-
nouncer] are the eyes of the 
people.” But if you ask him 
what is the biggest source of 
recognition that he gets from 
people on the street, he says 
it is from seeing him on tele-
vision. With radio, he does 
periodically hear back from 
people but they don’t feel as 
connected as with television, 
where they often feel closer 
to the action because they can 
see it. 

 
Objective reporting 

While justifiably revered by many in the 
Franklin area due to their connection with 
him through sports broadcast, Young stated 
that he and Tony Christie, his sometime 
broadcasting partner, have been accused at 
times of not being excited enough. He said 
there is a segment of listeners who expect 
them to be “homers” (outright supporters of 
the home team) instead of objective deliver-
ers of the game action. Young is professional 
and polished enough to appreciate that other 
than FHS fans may be watching or listening 
to his broadcasts. He pointed out that the most 
attended broadcasts are when opponent team 
fans are tuning in, who do not want to listen 
to a local announcer trounce their kids play-
ing a high school sports game.  

In speaking about what really resonates and 
sticks with listeners or viewers, Young of-
fered, “Most nights, the outcome is going to 

George Young prepares to call a game for the FHS Lady Panther softball 
team.

https://wayah.com/
https://familyautocareinc.com/
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be forgotten. But if we bring the game to peo-
ple and spotlight the kids, what they’ve done, 
their upbringing, how good of a kid they are 
character-wise, where they work, what 
they’ve done in the community – stuff like 
that we try to bring up.”  

While the delivery is slanted toward 
Franklin, the FPSN broadcast team does all it 
can do to ensure an unbiased approach to 
bringing the games to fans.  

Byron McClure, whose own sons, Miles 
and Max, have played FHS sports, worked 
with Young on broadcasting football games 
back in 2007, with Mike Wood joining them 
in 2015. The team developed a rapport that 
shines through during their broadcasts of FHS 
games. Young tells of the time when he dis-
covered how to assist another broadcaster 
with better presentation of a baseball game by 
finding a splitter and taping a microphone out-
side a booth so the game sounds could be 
heard more clearly by 
radio listeners. He 
also pointed out that 
many area high 
schools get locked 
into contracts 
through the National 
Federation of High 
Schools (NFHS) or 
some similar propri-
etary arrangement. 
Using those subscrip-
tion services can lock 
schools into contracts 
that not only cost 
money to the school 
to obtain but also 
comes with an addi-
tional cost incurred 
by listeners in order 
to tune in.  

FPSN provides both the cameras and the 
broadcast team free of charge to either FHS 
or the listening community. 

“A lot of people still don’t know that this 
(FPSN) is available for free,” he said. He also 
admitted that one thing the network could re-
ally benefit from is a deep run in the high 
school football playoffs because more people 
jump on the broadcasts when playoff runs 
happen. Young observed that if he could go 
back, FPSN would be under a different title as 
his team has branched out in the last couple 
years to cover more events than just Panther 
sports events. And while that brings with it 
promise of future growth, he also exhibited 
satisfaction in all that has been accomplished 
with the network in a relatively short time and 
looks forward to the future. 

 
Branching Out 
Young also has peripheral interests, occu-

pationally, that keep him busy on a regular 
basis. He has a side company that offers serv-
ices for weddings or other area events. Re-
cently, Young provided music and emcee 
support to the “Rev It Up for Vets” event 
hosted at Countryside Chevrolet in early June 
and he mentioned having a wedding the first 
weekend of July to work as well. Starting that 
line of business in 2017, he normally does a 
handful of weddings a year but admitted, “I 

probably could be booked every weekend. I 
do so much at FPSN with all the games and 
late nights … In fact, tonight (June 26) I am 
doing public announcing for the Little 
League 12-U (and under) tournament going 
on at Parker Meadows.”  

Clearly, Young’s talents are in increasingly 
high demand and that presents opportunities 
to choose what he participates in without 
being hostage to a schedule. Doing so affords 
him the luxury of quality over quantity. 

While there are always challenges when 
broadcasting sports, such as rainouts or, as 
was the case for June 25 rain delays – in that 
case Young finished calling a Little League 
District Five double-header at 12:01 a.m. – 
the upside is worth the pain. He acknowl-
edged that, as the “voice of the Panthers” he 
does not lack for work, and people in 
Franklin demonstrate their appreciation of his 
efforts.  

“I went into Lowe’s and a man said, ‘Hey, 
you – you’re the guy who does those football 
questions … on YouTube, the football game 
questions.’” Young explained that his team 
had done a “coach’s challenge” where they 
asked coaches questions and recorded them. 
Once he was able to decipher what the gen-
tleman was referring to, Young thanked him 
for watching and showing interest. “It hap-
pens a lot more now that they can see me,” he 
noted. FHS Panther fans should be able to 
enjoy the smooth voice and spot-on observa-
tions of Young and his team for many years 
to come. 

Young also wants to ensure that people 
were aware of the North Carolina Little 
League 12-U State Tournament, which sends 
representatives to Williamsport, Pa., for the 
annual Little League World Series in late Au-
gust, early September. Six districts, includ-
ing the one Franklin is part of (District Five), 
are coming from all over the state, July 15-
21, and they are playing at the Parker Mead-
ows complex. Young will provide 
announcing duties for that tournament. Fol-
lowing their regional championship win over 
the combined Jackson/Swain counties’ 
“Great Smokies” team June 27, Franklin Lit-
tle League will participate and have a chance 
to move on to Williamsport if they win the 
tournament. 

George Young interviews FHS football head coach, Josh Brooks.
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Dutchmen Farms joins chamber 
The Franklin Chamber of Commerce re-

cently held a ribbon cutting celebration with 
Dutchmen Farms located at 3590 Georgia 
Road in Whistle Stop Furniture. 

Dutchmen Farms is a growing, family-
owned and operated farm located in the 
mountains of Western North Carolina.   It 
was founded in 2011 and has sold freezer 
beef ever since.  

“We started with just a couple of Charo-
lais cows and over the years the herd has 
multiplied into a large herd.  Charolais beef 
tends to be leaner than most others and the 
fact that they are raised on pastures makes 
the taste really stand out,” said Anika 
Zuiderveen. 

Dutchmen Farms prides itself on selling 
the highest quality meat on the market in the 
most environmentally friendly way possi-
ble.  As a small cow/calf farm selling pas-
ture raised beef, they raise their own 

livestock from birth.   The primary feed 
source is grass and hay for the cattle and 
pasture.  They have a federal meat han-
dler’s license that allows them to label, 
transport, and sell frozen meats. 

In addition to beef, Dutchmen Farms 
also sells raw honey and other bee prod-
ucts.  A’s Bees is the label on the honey.  
T-shirts, chapstick and other gifts avail-
able are great for teachers, Mother’s Day, 
Christmas, birthdays or other occasions. 

Being a family run farm, it’s all hands-
on deck.  Scott, Tami, Cody, Anika, Zach 
and Joseph handle everything from feed-
ing to pasture work to haying and mar-
keting. Their jobs have grown as they 
have, and their roles continue to change. 

For additional information or to place 
an order,   give the Zuiderveens a call at 
828-349-0099 or visit their website 
at www.DutchmenFarms.com. 

 Dutchmen Farms is located at 3590 Georgia Road in Whistle Stop Furniture. Call at (828)349-0099 
or visit the website at www.DutchmenFarms.com.

Franklin Chamber welcomes 4 Seasons Putt-N-Play 
The Franklin Chamber of Com-

merce recently held a ribbon cutting 
celebration to welcome 4 Seasons Putt-
N-Play to the Chamber membership 
and business community.   4 Seasons 
Putt-N-Play is located at 7570 Georgia 
Road.  

Owner Jerry Levan has created a 
fun, family friendly venue where kids 
and adults can enjoy 18 holes of out-
door putt-putt and race remote control 
cars and truck on three different 
courses and boats in the pond.  There is 
also an indoor game room with virtual 
reality games and pool table, as well as 
a kids play area. 

Have your next birthday party or 
special event in the beautiful outdoor 
pergola and picnic tables ending the 
evening with a fire in the fire pit.   
Birthday and special event packages 
are available. 

For more information contact 4 Sea-
sons Putt-N-Play at (828)421-8647.

4 Seasons Putt-N-Play is located at 7570 Georgia Road. For more information, contact 
4 Seasons Putt-N-Play at 828-421-8647.

New Edward Jones office now open 
The Franklin Chamber of Commerce 

joined with family, friends and colleagues 
of Ben Rodriguez of Edward Jones to cele-
brate the opening of his new office located 
at 400 Porter Street, Franklin. 

"I am extremely thankful to be able to 
open my new office in the community that I 
was born and raised, Franklin, N.C. My 
amazing wife Kandis, two beautiful chil-
dren, Ivory and Rome, my family and 
friends have been a remarkable support sys-
tem,” said Rodriguez.  "As a financial advi-
sor, I believe hard-work, honesty and 
passion are some of my best qualities. I 
enjoy listening to people and finding out 
what is most important to them. After that, 
we use the strategies and solutions Edward 
Jones provides to help them. I value the 

privilege of helping people meet their fi-
nancial goals." 

Ben Rodriguez is a member and the in-
coming president of the Franklin Daybreak 
Rotary Club. He serves as an usher at Dis-
cover Church. Prior to coming to Edward 
Jones, he worked in the customer service 
department of Entegra Bank. 

Max Merritt partners with Ben Ro-
driguez as the Branch Office Administrator 
as they serve their clients at the new loca-
tion.  For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, call (828)369-5061.

 Ben Rodriguez of Edward Jones opened his 
new office located at 400 Porter Street, 
Franklin. For more information or to sched-
ule an appointment, call (828)369-5061. 

Job Corps offering career 
training for young adults 

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Job Corps program has 
launched a summer recruitment drive in North Carolina, offering 
immediate openings and free career training in leading indus-
tries for 16- through 24-year-olds from low-income households.   

Four Job Corps campuses are located in North Carolina: Kit-
trell, Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ) in Franklin, Oconaluftee in Chero-
kee and Schenck (in Pisgah Forest). Job Corps offers career 
skills training in high-growth industry sectors, including advanced 
manufacturing, automotive and machine repair, construction, 
health care, homeland security, hospitality, finance and business, 
and renewable resources and energy. LBJ offers pre-appren-
ticeship training in bricklaying and painting, Oconaluftee Job 
Corps offers pre-apprenticeship training in building construction 
technology and electrical, and Schenck Job Corps offers pre-
apprenticeship training in carpentry and painting.  

Job Corps is offered free for ages 16–24 from low-income 
households who meet the eligibility requirements, and students 
can apply and enroll at any time. Job Corps provides hands-on 
career skills training, on-campus housing, meals, health care 
and job search assistance. For more information about Job 
Corps, or to begin the enrollment process, visitjobcorps.gov or 
call 800-733-JOBS (5627).
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The Legislative Review
N.C. Rep. Karl Gillespie 
 
In this week's edition of The 

Legislative Review, House bills 
begin to move in the Senate and 
the legislature conducts override 
votes on the governor's vetoes. 

For the legislative week of 
June 19, 2023-June 23, 2023, the 
House held an administrative, 
non-voting session on Monday 
evening. 

On Tuesday, numerous com-
mittees met, including, House 
Military and Veterans Affairs, House Commerce, and House 
Judiciary I. That afternoon I attended a caucus with my col-
leagues. 

On Wednesday, Rep. Pless, Rep. Clampitt and I met with 
Pyramid Healthcare to continue the ongoing discussions re-
garding the possibility of a substance abuse treatment fa-
cility for the region. At 11:30 a.m., I attended a House 
Agriculture Committee meeting and we voted on one bill, 
SB135, Registered Vet. Tech. Modification. The bill passed 
committee. 

At 1 p.m., I attended the Senate Finance Committee to 
present my bill, HB133, Graham County Occupancy Tax. 
This bill passed the House in March, and successfully 
passed the Senate Finance Committee on Wednesday. Its 
next stop is the Senate Rules Committee. 

At 1:30 p.m., I met with Community Action directors 
from Western North Carolina to discuss various topics of 
concern. 

At 2 p.m., the House convened for a voting session where 
we considered several bills, including: 

– HB192, 2023 Wildlife Resources Changes-AB, would 
make various changes to the statutes governing the Wildlife 
Resources Commission. I voted in support and the bill 
passed, 111-2. The bill now heads to the governor. 

– HB608, Safety Requirements for Elevators, would 
change elevator safety requirements for certain rental ac-
commodations and require the Building Code Council to 
amend the North Carolina State Building Code accord-
ingly. The bill passed unanimously and has been presented 
to the governor for consideration. 

– SB631, Minor Gender Trans. Proc./Public Providers, 
would prohibit public healthcare facilities from performing 
surgical gender transition procedures or providing puberty-
blocking drugs and cross-sex hormones to minors. It would 
also prohibit state funds being used for those purposes. I 
voted in support and the bill passed, 66-47. The bill was re-
ferred to the Senate. 

At 9 a.m., on Thursday morning, I presented HB133, 

Karl Gillespie
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People should demand an answer and wait for it  
What is "communication that is primarily used to influence 

or persuade an audience to further an agenda, which may not 
be objective and may be selectively presenting facts to en-
courage a particular synthesis or perception, or using loaded 
language to produce an emotional rather than a rational re-
sponse to the information that is being presented?” If you don't 
know the answer to that question, you are a prime target for it. 
Commercials are a good example of the above. Their produc-
ers have an agenda. They want to cause you to want to buy the 
product they are advertising. Sometimes it is harmless mar-
keting. But unfortunately, not always. Many people have suf-
fered and died prematurely because they believed propaganda 
from the tobacco companies and others.  

Propaganda is most dangerous when governments, pseudo-
science and big business are involved, and any rebuttal or op-
position is censored. Governments have the power of coercion. 
This makes them very dangerous when they fall, or are stolen 
into the wrong hands.   

True science invites peer review and critical evaluation. But 
in the past few years, public opposition to  government/big 
pharma ideas has been squelched by any means necessary. 
This kills good science (and that's not all it kills). 

Critical thinking skills are necessary to avoid being victim-
ized by propagandists. One of my favorite bumper stickers 
says, "Question EVERYTHING." I wish millions had fol-
lowed that advice in recent years. The most important question 
is: Why? People should demand an answer to that question, 
and wait for it. Compliance should be conditioned upon a sat-
isfactory answer. Under tyranny, compliance is mandatory. An-
swers to questions are not provided, or if they are provided, 
they are not reliable. But as beautifully stated in the Declara-
tion of Independence, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. -- That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, -- That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness." I 
hope you all will read all of this great document this 4th of 
July week, and think about its importance for the survival of 
freedom for ourselves and our children.    

   
Ed Hill – Franklin, N.C. 

What Russia is really after in Ukraine  
I watched a TV program in which an American farmer taught 

Ukranian famers how to cultivate their land to increase crop 
yields while preserving its viability for the future. This was in 
the mid ’90s and I still clearly remember that American farmer 
being in awe of how rich and vast the fields of Ukraine were. 
He was asked why he was helping foreigners to compete in the 
agricultural marketplace. He responded that feeding people was 
what was important – “food drives the world.” What happens 
when people starve? They flee and become refugees, often 
times in countries that spurn them, or fight and war ensues. 

The verdant and vast fields are the joy and the curse of 
Ukraine because make no mistake, that is what Russia is after. 
Ukraine exports food that feeds almost 20% of the world. Rus-
sia is not interested in preventing starvation. Imagine Russia 
controlling the food supply of entire countries! Benevolent 
overlord? Experience proves the opposite. Enslaved people 
who are expendable if they are not completely compliant is a 
normal day under the Russian government. And history proves 
that Russia cannot be trusted; today, just saying “the war in 
Ukraine” gets a comrade 15 years jail time in Russia. 

Right now, the USA has the luxury of sending only desper-
ately needed weapons and ammunition to the Ukrainian people 
to defeat the Russian invaders themselves. If we stop, Ukraine 
will fall adding fuel to Russia’s insatiable desire to control more 
resources and people. 

This 4th of July recall how we are able to celebrate our in-
dependence and how it is only possible because Spain, the 
Netherlands and France helped the colonies become the United 
States of America by providing weapons, ammunition, train-
ing and soldiers.   

   
Mary Carroll – Franklin, N.C. 

Light versus darkness  
Isaiah 5:20 - “Woe unto them that call evil good and good 

evil, that put darkness for light and light for darkness.” 
In the mid 1800s, people began to be converted at the rate of 

nearly 10,000 a week in New  York City. In 1957 at Easter time 
the tall buildings of New York City left  lights on at night to 
form a cross. In 2015, New York City decided to project an 
image of Kali the demon goddess of darkness on the side of the 
empire state building. Today, New York City is one of the worst 
cities for crime. Woe to those who call darkness light.    

In Matthew 18:6, Jesus says it would be better for a person 
to sink to the bottom of the ocean than to cause a little one to 
stumble or sin. Yet today we have people who want to mutilate 
little children's bodies and we also have those who want to fill 
little children's innocent minds with filthy books that describe 
explicit sexual acts, graphic gender change, vulgar language 
and satanic themes. They know that if they can affect the minds 
of the little children today, it will affect the generations of the 
future. We can not let this happen. When a civilization rede-

fines its moral values, when it changes the meanings and def-
initions of reality away from God, away from the created order, 
away from right and wrong to conform them to its own will 
and desires, it is making man into God. This is a formula for 
disaster.      

“Woe unto them that call evil good and good evil, that put 
darkness for light and light for darkness.”        

   
Mike Townsend – Franklin, N.C. 

https://themaconcountynews.com/
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tee. The bill passed with unanimous support. 
At 10:45 a.m., House session reconvened and we consid-

ered various bills, including: 
– SB246, Property Owners Protection Act, would modify 

the law of second degree trespass to include entering or re-
maining on the curtilage of a dwelling of another between 
the hours of midnight and 6 a.m. I supported the bill and it 
passed, 101-4, and it now heads to the governor. 

– SB389, Parent Consent to Donate Blood/Tech Correct, 
would require written parental consent for a person 16 or 17 
years of age to give or donate blood and would make tech-
nical and clarifying changes to the midwifery statutes. The 
bill passed with unanimous consent and was sent to the Sen-
ate. 

– HB574, Fairness in Women's Sports Act, would prohibit 
male students from playing on middle school, high school, or 
collegiate athletics teams designated for females, women, or 
girls. The bill would require a student's sex to be recognized 
solely based on reproductive biology and genetics at birth 
for purposes of athletic participation. I am a primary sponsor 
of this legislation, and the House voted to concur with the 
Senate Committee Substitute by a vote of 62-43. The bill 
now heads to the governor for consideration. 

The House also welcomed Toyoto CEO, Koji Sato to the 
House floor. Upon session adjournment, I attended a caucus 
with my colleagues. Thereafter, legislative business con-
cluded for the week. 

The legislative week of June 26-30, began with a no-vote 
administrative House session. On Tuesday, I attended the 
Senate Agriculture Committee to present my bill, HB295, 
Promote North Carolina Sawmills. The bill passed commit-
tee and referred to Senate Commerce and Insurance. 

Tuesday afternoon the House reconvened for a voting ses-
sion, where we overrode vetoes on these six bills: 

– HB750, Address Environmental, Social, and Gover-
nance Factor, would prohibit state investments from being 
used to push an ESG [Environmental, social, and corporate 
governance] agenda.  

– SB299, Reimburse Late Audit Costs with Sales Tax Rev-
enue, would hold local governments accountable for not ful-
filling annual financial audits.  

– SB329, Retail Installment Sales Act Amendment, would 
update financial laws to safeguard access to consumer fi-
nancing and loans.  

– SB331, Consumer Finance Act Amendments, would up-
date financial laws to safeguard access to consumer financing 
and loans. 

– SB364, Nondiscrimination and Dignity in State 
Work, would ensure state employees are not required to en-
dorse political or social beliefs.  

– SB582, North Carolina Farm Act of 2023, would provide 
regulatory certainty for farmers and promote agritourism.  

On Wednesday, I met with various colleagues throughout 
the day to discuss the upcoming legislative agenda. Wednes-
day afternoon, the House reconvened for the final voting ses-
sion of the week, considering numerous bills, including: 

– SB49, Parents' Bill of Rights, would do the following: 
Establish a Parents' Bill of Rights enumerating certain rights 
of parents related to the education, health, privacy, and safety 
of their child; Require public school units to provide parents 
with information related to parental involvement in schools, 
legal rights for their child's education, and guides for student 
achievement; Require public school units to provide notifi-
cations on student physical and mental health, require age-
appropriate instruction on certain topics in kindergarten – 4th 
grade, and create remedies for parents to address concerns 
over implementation of these requirements; Require health 
care practitioners to obtain written consent from the parent 
of a minor child before providing treatment. I voted in favor 
and the bill passed, 66-47. The bill heads back to the Senate. 

–  HB451, Noncontiguous Expansion of MSDs, would per-
mit for the extension of municipal service districts to non-
contiguous areas so long as the property owners in the area 
petition unanimously for the annexation and other require-
ments are met. HB451 passed unanimously and remains in 
the House for third vote consideration on 7/12/2023. 

– HB721, State Precious Metals Depository Study, would 
require the Department of State Treasurer to study the costs 
and benefits of establishing a North Carolina Bullion Depos-
itory. I supported the bill and it passed, 73-40. HB721 now 
heads to the Senate for consideration. 
  
Let us know what you think 
Contact us and we will assist you in any way we can. E-

mail: Andrew.Bailey@ncleg.gov or phone: 919-733-5859. 

Not surprised at Trump’s mishandling of documents  
The indictment of former President Donald J. Trump in the 

Southern District of Florida on June 8, 2023, is only 44 pages 
long. Yet, it is quite revealing. Read it.  Since I am not a lawyer 
I make no claim to fully understanding everything it says. But, 
I plan to watch the case progress through the courts. 

I am also currently reading the January 6 Final Report. It is 
over 600 pages. Read that document to get a clearer view of the 
conduct of Donald Trump from 2017 to 2021.  

Through the eyes of a “man on the street” who tried to re-
main attentive to Trump’s actions/ inactions during his presi-
dency I am not one bit surprised that he has been indicted for 
mishandling government documents. As a Navy veteran I 
wonder how active duty servicemen and women feel about the 
endangerment that is manifested by Trump’s careless/reckless 
handling of documents. 

Two clouds hang over Trump: 1. What was said between 
Trump and Putin in Helsinki? And 2. Why did Trump try to 
withhold military aid from Ukraine? Is there any connection 
between these two questions and the current documents case? 

Let me say here - I have no objection to investigating Trump. 
Neither do I object to investigating Hunter Biden. Maybe it is 
time to move on from Hillary Clinton, though. Enough is 

enough. 
Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius said,  “If it is not right do 

not do it; if it is not true do not say it.” These words relate to 
all investigations.  

In a related political matter it is interesting to listen to Re-
publicans rail about the “unfair” 2020 election that Trump lost 
while at the same time they gerrymander voting districts across 
America to gain unfair advantages.  

As Thomas Paine said, “These are the times that try men’s 
souls.” Indeed they do, Mr. Paine.   

   
Dave Waldrop – Webster, N.C. 

Mass shootings result of legally acquired firearms  
According to Terry Swift in last week’s paper, legally ac-

quired firearms are not the problem. According to Statista, over 
67% of mass shootings (4 or more killed) in the U.S. were car-
ried out with legally purchased guns between 1982 and April 
2023. There has been a total of 142 mass killings in the U.S. 
during this time. In 2021 alone, 706 people died in mass shoot-
ings in the U.S., according to Pew Research Center. That 
seems very problematic to me. 

For clarity, 80% of murders are carried out by firearms in the 
U.S., including 52% by handgun. Unfortunately, the latter 
number isn’t broken down by revolver or semi-automatic, 
which are faster to reload and can hold larger-capacity maga-

zines. 
The Second Amendment states “A well-regulated Militia, 

being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” The 
government already limits what kind of weapons we can own, 
such as grenades, missiles, etc., with good reason. 

As for a “well-regulated militia,” it was regulated by the 
state governments. They chose the officers, and militia serv-
ice was compulsory, not voluntary. The weapons were locked 
in a local armory, not in their homes. At the beginning of our 
War for Independence, only about 13% of colonials owned 
firearms. 

This brings us to Mr. Swift’s statement that “Our modern 
firearms are no different than the ones the “militia” had in 
1776.” The rifles back then could only shoot up to two bullets 
per minute by an expert, which is nothing compared to up to 
45 rounds per minute for an AR-15. 

Mr. Swift also states that the “AR-15 is not a military grade 
weapon.” The ArmaLite company developed the AR-15 in the 
late 1950s as a military rifle based on the AR-10. Both were 
originally select fire (semi and fully automatic fire), but the 
versions made for civilians are semi-automatic only (one shot 
per trigger pull). This is the only substantial difference be-
tween the military and civilian models. 

The breakthrough of the AR-15 was its cartridge. Rather 
than the traditional high-powered 7.62 NATO round of the 
AR-10 and M-60, the AR-15 uses 5.56mm ammo. While this 
is much smaller and lighter, the bullet flies much faster, and 
spins at such a rapid rate, that when it hits flesh, it is unstable 
and tumbles, causing massive internal trauma, rather than a 
single bullet hole that often exits the same size. 

In addition, large capacity (30 round) magazines were de-
veloped and became standard in the military. These enable 
shooting that many bullets before having to stop and reload. 
There are also 100 round magazines on the civilian market. 

The AR-15 was designed to kill or wound as many people 
as quickly and as easily as possible. Assault rifles are not what 
we’ve all hunted with over the generations. Given how effec-
tive our assault rifles have been on the battlefield, the Soviets 
redesigned their AK-47 to use similarly sized ammo, creating 
the AK-74, first used in Afghanistan. 

The NRA does not refer to AR-15s as assault weapons, but 
rather as Modern Sporting Rifles. I’m not sure how sporting 
it is to unload 30 bullets into a deer in rapid succession. It is 
not responsible to allow the civilian ownership of these mini 
weapons of mass destruction. They can do as much damage as 
a hand grenade, but at a much longer range. Grenades are not 
legal for a reason. 

As for gun buyers who have to “jump thru the many mas-
sive hoops and laws on the books today,” Mr. Swift greatly 
exaggerates. To purchase a gun from a licensed dealer in 
Macon County, you have to fill out a form and wait for a fed-
eral background check and pay the money. That’s it. You can 
also pay cash at a gun show to anyone except a dealer with no 
paperwork and no background check. 

There are also websites connecting buyers and sellers to do 
the same. If Mr. Swift really wants to cut down on illegal guns, 
he would support closing the gun show loophole, and require 
every gun buyer to submit paperwork and pass a background 
check. 

As for the argument that we have a right to defend our-
selves, I agree. I own a 19th century rifle design called a 30-
30 lever action. Remember those old Western movie shoot 
outs from a cabin? It’s small, handy, fairly light, and it holds 
6 or 7, and you can reload as you shoot. It’s also good for 
bringing home venison or pork. 

The AR-15 is the weapon of choice for mass shooters. It’s 
time to stop selling them and similar designs to civilians. Un-
less you are planning on killing a lot of people, we don’t need 
30 or 100 round magazines either. 

It's time to use common sense for the common good.   
   
Dan Kowal – Franklin, N.C. 



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE12  THURSDAY, JULY 6, 2023VOLUME 41    NUMBER 8

Scenes from Town of Franklin’s 4th of July Celebration 

The White Sisters
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*Offer applies to select mowers. Valid 5/18/23 to 7/9/23, only at participating retailers and on 
www.cubcadet.com, and in the U.S. only. Savings amount may vary depending on retailer/dealer 
inventory; contact retailer/dealer for details. May not be combined with any other discount or offer 
and does not apply to prior purchases or purchases made before or after the promotion dates. 
Discount does not apply to tax, freight, or shipping and handling. If you return the merchandise, 
the value of this promotion is not refunded or credited to your account. No cash value, except 
where prohibited by law.

5/18/2023 to 7/9/2023
Up to $1,100.00 off Ultima Zero-Turns & 

$250 off Enduro Series
(828) 369-9655 • 461 Highlands Rd, Franklin, NC

828.349.3390 
Franklin, NC  

Serving All of  
Western North Carolina

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc. 
6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734 
(828) 349-3390 • NC Contractors # 75898

Paving & Resurfacing • Excavating 
Grading & Road Repair  

Sewer & Water • Retaining Walls  
Equipment Rental 

Specializing in Seal Coating

Little Mr. & Miss Firecracker Sammy Wright 
and Suleica Watts.

Costume contest winners (L-R) Xena, Lena and Comet

Photos by Ellen Randall &  
Vickie Carpenter

https://carolinajunction.com/
https://blackbearpavinginc.com/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin 
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following 
arrests June 19 - July 2. All 
suspects are innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law. 

 
Macon County  
Sheriff’s Department  
 
June 26 
Jesse Boone Locke, 41, was charged with warrant service 

for offense committed in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made 
the arrest.  

 
June 27 
Doyle Dooger Ramirez, 37, was charged with true bill of 

indictment. Costin Jiglau made the arrest.  
Joshua Edly Gregory, 33, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Caleb G. McConnell made the arrest. 
Christopher John Jobe, 53, was charged with possession of 

methamphetamine. Jay Wright made the arrest.  
 
June 28 
Juanita Marie Queen, 47, was charged with breaking and 

entering. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.  
Joshua Anthony Wall, 37, was charged with possession of 

methamphetamine and possession of synthetic cannabinoid.  
Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.  

Elaine Katherine Reinert, 24, was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine and possession of a schedule I 
controlled substance. Deputy Cody J. Howard made the ar-
rest.  

 
June 29 
Jonathan Wade Hurst, 26, was charged with failure to ap-

pear and child support enforcement contempt. Sergeant 
Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.  

Zachary Robert Downs, 40, was charged with possession 
of a schedule II controlled substance. William R. Younce 
made the arrest.  

Krystin Lynn Zinkand, 30, was charged with drug/narcotic 
violations and possession of drug paraphernalia. William R. 
Younce made the arrest.  

 
June 30 
Michael Anthony Roland, 22, was charged with posses-

sion of a firearm by a convicted felon, possession of a stolen 
motor vehicle and failure to appear. Joel Lynch made the ar-
rest.  

Tyler Elden Deats, 27, was charged with a true bill of in-
dictment. Costin Jiglau made the arrest.  

Danelle Kay Jimenez, 36, was charged with failure to ap-
pear for possession of methamphetamine. Gabe D. Bingham 
made the arrest.  

 
July 1 
Jennifer Marie Gerba, 43, was charged with breaking and 

entering, larceny and injury to personal property. Robert 
Young made the arrest.  

 
July 2 
Wesley Burgess Young, 41, was charged with second de-

gree trespass. Sergeant Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.  
Joshua Shane Anderson, 32, was charged with assault on 

a female. Matthew D. Long made the arrest.  

 
Franklin Police Department 
 
June 27 
Regina Leigh Sanders, 39, was charged with larceny of a 

motor vehicle. M.A. Bingham made the arrest.  
 
June 28 
Carolynn Rosaleigh Willis, 21, was charged with felony 

probation violation and resisting a public officer. K. Harper 
made the arrest.  

 
June 29 
Logan McKenna Otter, 28, was charged with safecrack-

ing, possession of stolen goods, larceny and breaking and 
entering. K. Harper made the arrest.  

 
June 30 
Jonathan Wade Hurst, 26, was charged with larceny of a 

motor vehicle and possession of a stolen vehicle. R.S. Dula 
made the arrest.  

 
Jackson County Sheriff’s Department 
 
June 19 
Lily Marie Webster, 36, of Sylva, was charged with pos-

session of drug paraphernalia and felony possession of a 
schedule I controlled substance. No bond was set.  

Rondy Lee Chastain, 34, of Robbinsville, was charged 
with display an expired registration plate number.  

Amber Danielle Lane, 33, of Robbinsville, was charged 
with possession of heroin. No bond was set.  

Anthony Keith Welch, 27, of Cherokee, was charged with 
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession with intent to 
manufacture/sell/deliver methamphetamine,  failure to ap-
pear for possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a 
schedule I controlled substance, possession of methamphet-
amine, conspire to traffic opium/heroin and trafficking 
opium or heroin. A secured bond of $5,000 was set.  

Andrew James Henry, 46, of Cherokee, was charged with 
failure to appear for trespassing. A secured bond of $1,000 
was set. 

 
June 21 
Kamie Calhoun Seay, 40,  of Whittier, was charged with 

contributing alcohol to a minor. A citation was given. 
Thomas Eugene Pheasant, 45, of Cherokee, was charged 

with contributing alcohol to a minor. A citation was given.  
Teresa Lynn Cooper, 55, of Cherokee, was charged with 

larceny by an employee. No bond was set.  
Randy Bryant Conn, 37, of Sylva, was charged with as-

sault on a female, communicating threats, second degree 
trespass and assault by pointing a gun. A secured bond of 
$25,000 was set.  

 
June 22 
Brittney Lashay Rogers, 36, of Cherokee, was charged 

with all other larceny. A secured bond of $40,000 was set.  
Thomas Paul Trantham, 28, was charged with failure to 

appear for break or enter a motor vehicle. A secured bond of 
$300,000 was set.  

Joseph William Ferro Grier, 40, of Sylva, was charged 
with breaking or entering and second degree trespass. No 
bond was set.  

Tyler Lee Hendershot, 27, of Sylva, was charged with as-
sault on a female. No bond was set.  

Ronald Jay Bish, 23, of Whittier, was charged with child 
support purge. A $450 bond was set.  

 
June 23 
Darius Ian Lambert, 22, of Cherokee was charged with 

driving while impaired. No bond was set.  
George Arthur Pohl, 41, of Glenville, was charged with 

carrying a concealed weapon, resist a public officer, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and possession of methampheta-
mine. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.  

JD McCurry, 56, of Sylva, was charged with assault with 
a deadly weapon with minor present, assault with a deadly 
weapon and discharge weapon on occupied property. No 
bond was set.  

 
June 24 
Jonathan A. Steed, 21, of Whittier, was charged with drive 

left of center, failure to wear a seatbelt for driver, no opera-
tors license and reckless driving to endanger. A secured bond 
of $500 was set.  

Carlos Arturo Contreras-Gaona, 36, of Highlands, was 
charged with domestic violence protective order violation. 
No bond was set.  

 
June 25 
Graysha Waleska Stampe, 47, of Whittier, was charged 

with violation of domestic violence protective order. No 
bond was set.  

Anthony Louis Grimes, 34, of Cherokee, was charged with 
probation violation. A secured bond of $7,500 was set. 

Tyler Andrew Sutton,  30, of Sylva, was charged with pa-
role warrant, possession of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of methamphetamine. No bond was set.  

Brandi Nicole Moore, 29, of Sylva, was charged with 
felony larceny. A $4,000 bond was set.  

 
June 26 
Max Nathan Hurley, 22, of Whittier, was charged with 

misuse of 911 system, resist a public officer and false pre-
tenses/swindle/confidence game. A secured bond of $1,000 
was set.  

Thomas Paul Trantham, 28, was charged with failure to 
appear for obtain property by false pretenses, identity theft, 
financial card theft, felonious larceny, possession of stolen 
goods, misdemeanor larceny and break and enter a motor ve-
hicle. A secured bond of $l,000,000 was set.  

 
June 27 
David Charles Roberts, 43, of Whittier, was charged with 

failure to appear for financial card fraud. A secured bond of 
$20,000 was set.  

Sierra Salone Jenkins, 32, of Whittier, was charged with 
warrant service for other jurisdiction. A secured bond of 
$1,000 was set.  

Ashley Savannah Frady, 36, of Cashiers, was charged with 
child abuse, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of 
marijuana and possession of methamphetamine. A secured 
bond of $20,000 was set. 

Ivan Jerrod McClamb,  34, of Pittsboro, was charged with 
failure to appear for driving while intoxicated. A secured 
bond of $500 was set.  

Autumn Rae Evans, 21, of Sylva, was charged with break-
ing and entering non-forcible. No bond was set.  

James Brooks Ramsey, 28, of Franklin, was charged with 
failure to appear for a criminal summons. A secured bond of 
$500 was set.  

Frederick Earl Stillwell, 55, of Sylva, was charged with 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor, possession of 
marijuana paraphernalia, possession of drug paraphernalia 
and carrying a concealed gun. A secured bond of $2,000 was 
set. 

 
June 28 
Charity Leigh Sampson, 40, of Cherokee, was charged 

with possession of drug paraphernalia and probation viola-
tion. A secured bond of $7,500 was set.   

Alyxzandrya Kaylinn Bell, 28, of Cullowhee, was charged 
with misdemeanor child abuse. A secured bond of $3,000 
was set.  
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Personalized Woman Care 

by the doctor-all gyn problems 

40 years experience 20 years in Franklin  

60 min individualized evaluations 

Postmenopausal Osteoporosis? 

Is your treatment effective and safe? 

Do you need managed Prolia withdrawal? 

26 years in published osteoporosis research 

Evidence-based menopausal health maintenance 

Markle & Hinshaw Gynecology  

722 Highlands Road, Franklin NC 

Accepting most insurance or self-pay 

By appointmnet only; no referral needed 

828-342-3766  Visit us at www.2gyns.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Free Summer Meals offered for  Macon County School Students, 
Breakfast is served from 7:30 to 8 a.m.; Lunch is served from 11:30 to 
12 noon. For the month of July, meals will be served at the following 
sites: Cartoogechaye Elementary July 5-7, 10-21; East Franklin July 5-
7, 10-21; Franklin High School July 5-7, 10-14, 17-20, 24-27; Iotla Val-
ley July 5-7, 10-21; Mountain View July 10-21; Nantahala School July 
5-7, 10-27, 31; Nantahala Learning Center, Lunch only 12:30 - 1p.m., 
Tuesday-Friday, through Aug. 18; New Vision Gymnastics 12:30 - 1 
p.m., through Aug. 25; and the Macon County Library Lunch 11 to 11:30 
a.m. through July 31. 
 
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To 
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the 
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to 
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; allergies in the 
family; and any specialty items needed, like diapers, etc. Pick up is at 
Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road. 
 
Start Your Recovery.org is a groundbreaking website developed by 
bringing together experts in substance misuse treatment from leading 
nonprofit, academic, and government institutions.  Through this re-
source, the community can find local support and treatment options;  
hear stories from individuals with similar life experiences; and learn 
about recognizing and dealing with substance misuse. 
 
Cullasaja Gorge Fire and Rescue Annual Business Meeting will be 
held on Thursday, July 6, 7:30 p.m. at the fire department. Community 
residents are urged to attend.  
 
Heartland Band Old Time Gospel Singing will be held on Friday, July 
7 and 21, 6 to 8 p.m., at West Franklin Church, located on Sloan Rd., 
next to the Forest Service Office. All are welcome.  
 
Ammons Descendants Reunion will be held on Saturday, July 8, 
10:30 a.m. Musical entertainment and a catered meal will be provided. 
For more information, call Susan Hirsch (828)524-1808. 
 
Cullasaja Community Summer Meeting will be held on Monday, July 
10, 6 p.m. at the picnic area. There will be a short meeting, a hotdog 
roasting and some clean up around the area. Food will be provided. 
Plan to attend and bring a weedeater or rake to help. 
 
Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones 
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, July 12, and 
26, 2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the 
church from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the 
courtyard and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-
3119. 
 
Nantahala Hiking Club Annual Meeting and Election of Officers will 
Thursday, July 13, 6 p.m., at the Macon County Public Library, 149 
Siler Road, Franklin. Bookstore owner Jenn Kelley will be speaking 
about how the natural beauty of the area can springboard personal 

growth, reflection and creative writing in the form of journaling. Learn 
how to write your experience with her guide. A free raffle follows. The 
public is invited. 
 
Extension Agent Kim Terrell will present a Beginner Water Bath 
class on Canning Pickles will be held on Saturday, July 15, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.; or  Thursday, Aug. 3, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Learn the ba-
sics of canning dill pickles and take home a jar at the end of the 
class.  The class will be held at the Macon County Cooperative Ex-
tension Office at 193 Thomas Heights Rd., Franklin.  For cost or to pre-
register, call  (828)349-2046. 
 
Extension Agent Kim Terrell will present a class on Pressure Can-
ning Green Beans on Thursday, July 20, 5:30-7:30 p.m.; or Friday, 
Aug. 4, 10 a.m. to12 p.m.  Learn the basics of canning green beans 
and take home a jar at the end of class. The class will be held at the 
Macon County Cooperative Extension Office at 193 Thomas Heights 
Rd., Franklin.  For cost or  to pre-register call, (828)349-2046. 
 
The Franklin High School Graduating Class of 1968 will hold its 
55th reunion at the Holly Springs Community Center, Sept. 23, from 2 
to 6 p.m. RSVP to Conley Shope (828)371-7558 or (828)349-9759. 
 
Nantahala Hiking Club Silver Striders Walks/Hikes are held on 
Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. The hikes are led by two NHC mem-
bers, Kathy Ratcliff and Beverly Upson. The walks/hikes are three 
miles long and are usually local. For example, Winding Stair FS Road, 
Coweeta Lab, Greenway, Wallace Branch, or Tessentee Bottomland.  
For more information, call Jack Blake at (828)421-5661. Leave a mes-
sage.  
 
Thursday Painters meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main in Franklin. All skill levels are 
welcome. Free to the public. Bring your project, supplies and a bag 
lunch. For more information, call  (828)349-4607 or 
28734pm@gmail.com 
 
Historic 1895 T.M. Rickman Store  is open Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at 259 Cowee  Creek Rd. Built in 1895 the store is full of histori-
cal information, displays. Music in the mornings and music jams begin 
at noon. Limited parking with additional parking available at Cowee 
School Arts and Heritage Center a short walking distance. 
 
In-Home COVID-19 and Flu Vaccinations available  for adults ages 
65 and older. Drive through clinics will be offered in the fall. For infor-
mation or to schedule a vaccine, call (828)349-2058, ext. 2280. 
 
Gem & Mineral Museum on Phillips Street in downtown Franklin is 
open Wednesday through Saturday from 12 to 4 p.m., featuring gems 
and artifacts from North Carolina and all over the world. 
 
Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thurs-
days, 6 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off Mc-
Collum Drive. For more information, call (828)349-6109. 

Spiritual Light Center  Sunday, July 9, 11 a.m., Kim May will pres-
ent "Be The Joy." Quaker Style Meditation in the sanctuary, first  and 
third Saturday of the month at 5 p.m.; Yoga with Ashley Mondays at 
6 p.m., free and open to all. Spiritual discussion group on Thursdays 
at 3 p.m., in the fellowship hall. The church is located at 80 Heritage 
Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or 
to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com. 
 
West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service 
Office. 
 
Calvary Baptist Church has Sunday School at 10 a.m., morning 
worship Service 11 a.m., and Wednesday service is at  7 p.m.  
 
Resurrection Lutheran Church (LCMS) worships  on Sunday in the 
Sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m., followed by fellowship with light 
refreshments in the fellowship hall. Adult Bible class begins at 9:15 
a.m. The church is  located at 38 Wayah Street, Franklin. 
 
East Franklin Baptist Church holds Sunday School at 10 a.m., Wor-
ship service 11 a.m. Prayer meeting is Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Everyone is invited.  
 
Son Rise International Ministries Christian Fellowship Services 
are held on Friday evenings at 7 p.m.; Wednesday ladies Prayer and 
Bible Study from 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m. The 
church is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call 
(828)369-2465. 
 
First Pentecost Church holds Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.; Worship 
service, 10:30 a.m.;  Bible study, Thursday, 7 p.m. The church is lo-
cated at 164 Iotla Church Rd. Pastor is Luke Bateman.  
 
Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday 
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website 
at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email 
mountainsynagogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312. 
 
Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person 
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday. They have communion 
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old 
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.  
For more information,  call (828)369-5834. 
 
Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 10 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United 
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The church 
is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; senior pas-
tor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-3010 or 
visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org. 
 
Email church calendar items to maconcountynews@gmail.com 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

https://www.2gyns.com/
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Hornsby meeting needs for more than a decade in Honduran community 
Deena C. Bouknight 
Contributing Writer 
 
In the best-selling book “Kisses 

From Katie,” young Katie Davis goes 
from high school into the mission field 
in Uganda, Africa,  and since 2008, has 
adopted more than a dozen children 
and oversees many facets of her Amaz-
ima ministry there. Molly Hornsby is 
Franklin’s own “Katie Davis.” The 
2009 Franklin High School (FHS) 
graduate has been in Honduras for the 
past decade.  

Hornsby was introduced to short-
term mission trips during her senior 
year at FHS, and then she participated 
during college in additional mission op-
portunities, including trips to Honduras 
to volunteer at a small ministry. While 
attending the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill, she decided upon 
graduation from college that she would 
devote at least one year to full-time 
missions work. That was 10 years ago. 
Her parents still reside in Franklin, and 
her three siblings are scattered through-
out the United States, but Hornsby calls the Los Piños neigh-
borhood on the outskirts of the Honduran capital city, 
Tegucigalpa, her home. It is there that she founded Future of 
Hope Family Ministry, and it is there that she and other Hon-
duran volunteers meet the needs of people in the neighbor-
hood. In fact, Future of Hope’s main goal is “to break the 
generational cycle of poverty and violence by strengthening 
and empowering families through Christ-centered education, 
counseling and healthy recreation programs.” It is also near 
the Honduran capital that she rents a home and lives with her 
two adopted children.  

Yet, Hornsby’s successful ministry did not happen 
overnight. She explains.  

“While I began as a volunteer at a boys’ home, God tran-
sitioned me out of that situation into beginning a new min-
istry after about a year and a half, but not before introducing 

me to the kids I’ve now been blessed to adopt and getting 
me familiar with the neighborhood where my ministry is 
now based. The step from one ministry to founding a new 
one was one of the scariest decisions I had to make, espe-
cially as a 21-year-old in a foreign country that I was still 
getting to know; and, I was doing my best to pick up the lan-
guage and culture along the way. But God was faithful, and 
what began as a small ministry ministering to a handful of 
families and helping 10 students stay in school, has now 
grown into something much bigger, all thanks to God’s 
grace!” 

Currently, Future of Hope Family Ministry assists at least 
200 young people with their education.  

A main challenge for Hornsby and people assisting her 
with Future of Hope is the danger they face. Los Piños is a 
large and famously volatile neighborhood due to the gang 
borders that surround and cut straight through the area, on 
the outskirts of the  capital city. Yet, there are other hurdles 
as well.  

“We also minister in some neighboring communities and 
a small mountain town located farther out of town, as those 
students come down the mountain to attend the same high 
schools near Los Piños because they don’t have any in their 
community,” said Hornsby. “As a ministry, we recognize that 
children in this country, particularly those who live in neigh-
borhoods like Los Piños, come up against huge challenges 
just to make it into a classroom. The first obstacle is finan-
cial, as most of the parents and single mom households sim-
ply don’t have the funds to provide the mandatory uniforms, 
long lists of school supplies, and bus fare to send their kids 
to school. As we’ve worked for years in this community, 
however, we’ve recognized that financial isn’t the only or 
even the largest obstacle for many kids, meaning that our 
ministry has to go deeper than just handing out free supplies 
at the beginning of each school year.” 

She added, “A large percentage of parents can’t read or 
write, making it difficult for them to support their kids' learn-
ing. Many never attended school themselves, so they don’t 
understand the benefit or importance of getting an education. 
Also, many parents/grandparents live with deeply ingrained 
beliefs that a young girl 13/14/15 years old doesn’t need to 
go to school, but should instead start a family. And if dam-
aging advice doesn’t come from inside their homes, it cer-

tainly comes to them on the 
streets where gang-recruiting 
for both young men and women 
starts when they’re around 10 or 
12 years old, and only intensi-
fies as they get older. Unfortu-
nately, when so many children 
grow up in extremely poor and 
volatile households where kind 
words are rare, the simple 
promise of money and a place to 
belong makes gang-recruiting 
way too easy. Other obstacles 
include an underfunded and 
overcrowded school system, 
where kids tend to get passed 
along without actually improv-
ing their academic level, and a 
general feeling of hopelessness 
that it’s impossible to really 
change your circumstances no 
matter how hard you try.” 

But Hornsby has remained 
undeterred. She is supported by 
individuals and churches in 
Macon County and returns to 
her roots at least annually to up-

date contributors with information on the ministry’s suc-
cesses and goals.  

“As a Christian ministry, we do our best to address all of 
issues to give the kids the best chance at achieving the plans 
God has for them and reaching their full potential, all while 
sharing God’s love and truth with them,” pointed out 
Hornsby. “We regularly visit each and every one of our spon-
sored kids’ homes to encourage, check in, pray, and minis-
ter to both the students and their family, allowing us to walk 
with families as they celebrate accomplishments and also 
struggle through some of life’s hardest moments. We also 
have tutoring classes throughout the week, currently serv-
ing about 80 kids … We also integrate into this class stu-
dents from some of the hardest home situations, giving them 
a safe place to be each day after school, a small meal, and a 
community of classmates and a teacher who love, care, and 
are watching out for them.  

Last year, we got to watch 12 of our students, many with 
honors – from all different backgrounds and struggles – beat 
the odds and graduate from high school. Many of them now 
are working in professional jobs and helping to break the 
cycle of poverty in their families, and it was our largest grad-
uating class ever and a definite highlight.” 

Every year, Hornsby raises the bar. An immediate future 
goal is to purchase land to build a community center.   

“This center will be our home base, housing everything 
we do, and very importantly allowing us to expand our tu-
toring program,” she noted. “We currently rent one small 
classroom, but in this new building we plan to have three 
classrooms, plus space to expand our library, giving us more 
flexibility and space to open spots for the long list of kids 
wanting to join our classes. We also plan to have a recre-
ational area to have as a safe place for the kids to play, a 
large meeting room to do periodic meetings with our spon-
sored students throughout the year, as well as host job train-
ings, seminars, and more, with other organizations we 
partner with. After serving in this community for 10 years, 
we are excited for this expansion and have a place of our 
own, and the community is as well. When we decided on the 
land and needed to have all the overgrowth cleared out, 
around 50 members of the community (students, mothers, 
grandmothers, uncles, neighbors) all came out bright and 
early on a Sunday morning, machetes in hand, to volunteer 

Franklin native and FHS graduate Molly Hornsby (center-standing) has been for a decade devoted to a ministry she 
founded, Future of Home Family Ministry, which assists needy Honduran children and families living in a poor and 
gang-occupied area near the country's capital.
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and clear the land. It was incredible!” 
Hornsby’s longer-term goal is to establish such a strong 

foundation for Future Hope Family Ministry in the com-
munity that she will no longer be needed to oversee it. 
She shared, “I know that God has placed calling and abil-
ities and gifts within the community already, and as more 
and more of the young people get their education, become 
teachers, become psychologists, become professionals, 
we recognize that their ability to minister to their com-
munity, share their testimonies, and encourage their 
neighbors is even greater than mine is. We’ve seen this to 
be true with the two local teachers we currently have 
working for the ministry who have both seen God move 
dramatically to bring them to where they are today.” 

Even though she plans to eventually pass the reins of 
her ministry to capable Hondurans, she cannot imagine 
herself not involved in Honduran ministry.  

“I absolutely love what I do, so I would love to step 
into something similar, possibly using all the … first-hand 
experience I've gained over the last decade to serve in a 
different area,” she said. 

While Hornsby has had to travel to the United States 
alone, without her adopted children, she is working to-
wards securing their passports and navigating the con-
fusing immigration process so that she can travel to the 
United States with her family.  

For the last 10 years, the ministry founded by FHS gradu-
ate Molly Hornsby has been focusing on mentoring and 
educating children in Honduras.

Visiting her home town is important. She shared:  
“Whenever I'm able to travel back to North Carolina, 

the first thing I usually want is some good barbecue! 
Also, lots of time hiking, being outdoors, enjoying 
everything our beautiful mountains have to offer, and 
plenty of time with family and catching up with friends 
that I only get to see about once a year. Currently, I 
think the biggest thing I miss is a bit of a slower 
rhythm of life. I grew up in a small town, but now live 
in a city with over a million people. The two places 
couldn't be more different!”  

Anyone interested in assisting Hornsby’s ongoing 
ministry efforts in Honduras can visit www.future-
ofhopefamilyministry.com.  

Lightning Bugs topic of ‘Where We Live’ program 
On Monday, July 17, at 6:30, the series 

Where We Live: History, Nature and Culture 
will host the program "Learn about Lightning 
Bugs & The Importance of Your Yard" with 
Sarah Johnson. 

Sarah Johnson was born and raised here in 
Macon County.  She is a naturalist, artist, and 
stay-at-home mother.  She has spent her life on 
her ancestral farm, roaming the fields and 
woods, and there is no place she would rather 
be.  Over the decades it has revealed glowing 
treasures:  Lightning Bugs, Glow Worms and 
Foxfire. The program will reveal natural won-
ders that few get to see, find out why they are 
in decline and learn how one’s own yard can be a sanctuary 
for them – so that our children and their children's children 
will see them too.   

The program will take place at Cowee School Arts and 
Heritage Center at 51 Cowee School Rd. in Franklin begin-

ning at  6:30 p.m. The lecture series, which takes place the 
third Monday of every month, is designed to give people an 
opportunity to learn more about our local area, from many 
different angles, and to enjoy a pleasant, informative evening 
together. The public is invited.

https://billsaluminum.com/
https://whistlestopantiquesnc.com/
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Lorraine Theresa Sanderson 
 

Lorraine Theresa Sanderson, 
92, of Franklin, N.C., passed on to 
be with God on June 29, 2023, 
after a brief illness that she could 
not beat.  

She started out as a New Eng-
lander before finding her way to 
Franklin. She was born to Ray-
mond and Mae Plant on Oct. 13, 
1930, in Williamstown, Vt. She 
graduated from St. Johnsbury 
Academy, in St. Johnsbury, Vt., 
and it was during her time there 
that she met her future husband 
who attended a competing high 
school in Lyndonville, Vt. On 
Aug. 28,1949, she married Richard Sanderson, the handsome guy 
from Lyndonville. They were happily married for 66 years before 
he predeceased her in 2015. They lived in Vermont and Empo-
rium, Pa., before moving to Franklin in 2012. 

Her family has continually been amazed by the positivity and 
joy that radiated from her. She loved God and her faith helped her 
through difficult days. She also loved her family and friends. She 
demonstrated her love for others through thoughtful cards, beau-
tifully knitted afghans, kind words, delicious baked goods, and 
great hugs. 

She lived life with joy and love. She spent many years working 
as a secretary and doing volunteer work. She was a member of 
Morrison Presbyterian Church in Franklin where she continued to 
sing in the church choir right up until she entered the hospital. Her 
voice remained beautiful, and she loved singing hymns and the 
many country songs that she and Richard sang together over the 
years. She also loved caring for her plants and working in her gar-
den beds. She created a great sanctuary for a large assortment of 
birds, squirrels, and rabbits who feed at her feeders. Like her fam-
ily, the little critters are going to miss her. She enjoyed knitting, 
reading her daily devotions, singing, and cooking delicious meals 
and treats for her family. 

She is survived by her three daughters Carol, Patti, and Cheri; 
and sons-in-law, Loren and Doug; grandchildren, Justin and wife 
Kristi, Drew and wife Mary, Heather and husband Matt; and great-
grandchildren, Laura, Lexi, Sarah, Emily, and Salem. She is for-
ever loved.  

The family is grateful to the staff at Angel Hospital and the hos-
pice nurse and chaplain who all treated her with great respect and 
kindness.  

A celebration of life and reception will be held at Morrison Pres-
byterian Church on Thursday, July 6, at 11 a.m.  

Suggested memorial donations may be made to Morrison Pres-
byterian Church, 511 Morrison Church Rd., Franklin, NC 28734; 
or Macon County Animal Services, 1377 Lakeside Dr., Franklin, 
NC 28734; or a charity of your choosing. 

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 
Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Lorraine Sanderson

Career chef settling full-time in Franklin 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
“Picky Patty,” as Patty Cook was known from an early 

age, learned to choose and cook food that she liked – and 
that pursuit turned into a lifetime career. Ironically, Cook be-
came a cook, or more formally, a top chef.  

“I never planned to get into food,” said Cook, who has 
been gradually moving to Franklin full-time from Islam-
orada, Fla., for the last several years. While she was a 
teenager growing up in Annapolis, Md., she began not only 
learning how to cook, but teamed up with a friend to host 
dinner parties. “We did everything from the linens to the 
food. It was a fun thing for us and 
we made some money.”  

Plus, she began to enjoy a vari-
ety of foods and moved away from 
her “Picky Patty” persona. 

However, when Cook entered 
college, she decided pre-med was 
her path. But marriage and moth-
erhood quickly derailed that path 
and she found herself not only en-
tertaining often for an affluent hus-
band but also helping a friend with 
the menu for a bookstore café.  

“He asked me to make some desserts, which sold right 
away, and then I was making hors d’oeuvres for dinner par-
ties and it just kept escalating,” said Cook. “I began reading 
cookbooks cover to cover. I ended up reading about 700 
cookbooks and really educating myself. But where cooking 
is concerned, I think I just understand the chemistry of food 
– what goes together and what doesn’t.” 

Her parents had moved to the Florida Keys and she found 
herself assisting in their care as well as working with friends 
to cater events. “I just kept stepping on one stone and then 
another, where food was concerned. God seemed to just be 
directing my path. I opened a café and bakery in an artist vil-
lage and did catering out the back, I became a private chef, 
and so much more. God just kept opening door after door 
after door for me.” 

Cook began to travel all over the East Coast, sometimes in 
a private yacht as a private chef. And then she entered the 
Christian mission field – in places like Thailand – and was 
teaching underprivileged, formerly trafficked girls how to 
cook and make a living in the field.  

“I taught them how to prepare American Asian food – 
everything from bakery items to appetizers to main courses,” 
said Cook. “I’m normally a shy person, but God took me out 

of my comfort zone and used my skills in China and else-
where.”  

For the past several years, Cook has been the private chef 
for a multi-million-dollar rental estate in the Keys, living 
part-time in the property’s cottage. Accompanying one of 
the owners to Western North Carolina enabled her to dis-
cover Franklin, where she now lives part-time and where 
she plans to become a full-time resident in August. She has 
decided to wait for God to show her the next food path.  

“My style of food is considered transcontinental due to 
my travel influence,” said Cook. “I’ve had to be knowl-
edgeable about all kinds of foods and preferences and al-

lergies – all kinds of preferred 
cuisine. When I’ve cooked for pri-
vate groups, I might focus on fresh 
seafood one day and Indian fare 
another and then French dishes an-
other, but usually all dishes are in-
fluenced by an upscale Southern 
bent.” 

Her favorite food focus is to in-
corporate ingredients that are lo-
cally grown. “I don’t waste 
anything, and the best meals are 
often made with ingredients ‘off 

the land,’ as local as possible. Every day I wake up and look 
at what I have and what’s in season and I figure out what in-
gredients can go together for a dish.”  

She added, “I mostly like to see kids enjoy some of the 
things I make, especially picky kids. Sometimes I’ve 
brought kids in to see what I’m doing in the kitchen. It 
makes them understand the ingredients and how they come 
together, and it makes them more likely to try different 
foods.”  

 
Patty’s Summer Corn Salad 
 
2 cups white sweet corn 
1 cup roasted pepper, chopped 
2/3 cup tomato, seeded and chopped 
1/4 cup red onion, chopped 
1 jalapeno, minced 
1/2 teaspoon lime zest 
2 teaspoons olive oil 
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt 
1/8 pepper 
 
Combine all ingredients and allow to sit for one hour be-

fore serving.

Arts Council names scholarship award winners 
Mackenzie Paige Hughes and Alisia Michelle John-

son were each awarded a 2023 Arts Council of Macon 
County $1000 Arts Scholarship.   A recent Franklin 
High School graduate, Mackenzie Hughes will major 
in Film and Television at Savanah College of Art and 
Design.  She is the daughter of Sherri Hughes. Alisia 
Johnson, a recent Highlands School graduate, will 
double major in Art and Accounting at Southwestern 
Community College before transferring to a four-year 
college.  She is the daughter of Kristy and John John-
son. 

The Arts Council’s Arts Scholarship is awarded an-
nually to a Macon County resident seeking a college 
degree in an arts field.  Award criteria include talent, 
commitment, educational and career goals, and finan-
cial need.  For further information, contact any Macon 
County high school guidance office, visit www.artscoun-

c i l o f m a c o n . o r g ,    
email arts4all@dnet.net, or phone 828-524-ARTS. 

Alisia JohnsonMackenzie Hughes

https://highlandernc.com/
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Betty Rochelle Sanders 
 

Betty Rochelle Sanders, 85, 
went home to be with the Lord 
June 28, 2023. She was born 
March 28, 1938, in Macon County 
to the late Carl Henson and Gussie 
Ledford Henson.  

She was married to the late John 
“Jay” Quince Sanders for 66 years 
until his passing in 2021. She 
worked 30 plus years for Peoples 
Department Store as a sales clerk. 
She also worked as an Election Poll 
Worker. She loved reading and At-
lanta Braves Baseball. She was a 
member of Prentiss Baptist 
Church. 

In addition to her parents and husband, she was preceded in 
death by a son, Jeff Sanders; a grandson, Jason Friedling; two sis-
ters, Barbara Moses and Loretta Riddle; and three brothers, Guy, 
Hoover, and Don Henson. 

Survivors include her daughter, Sharon Cates (Kevin) of Weeki 
Wachee, Fla.; her son, Michael Sanders (Carol) of Franklin, N.C.; 
her brother, Doyle Henson of Hayesville, N.C.; eight grandchil-
dren, Joseph Friedling, Autumn Sanders, Devan Sanders, Kayla 
Sanders, Brianna Stewart, Chris Cates, Candace Cregan, and 
Daniel Vanacore; two great grandchildren, Jacob and James 
Friedling; and close family member, June Hodgin. 

A graveside service was held Monday, July 3, at Prentiss Bap-
tist Church Cemetery with Rev. Steve Reeves officiating.  

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving the family.

Betty Rochelle Sanders

James Donald Blanton 
 

James Donald Blanton walked 
into glory on July 1, 2023, after a 
period of declining health. 

He was an avid hunter and out-
doorsman with a special love for 
white tail deer hunting. He was a 
skilled craftsman, building cabi-
nets and other woodwork for many 
years. He was a proud U.S. Army 
veteran having served in the Ko-
rean Conflict and was a proud sup-
porter of various military related 
causes. Among other admirable 
qualities, he was a published au-
thor and poet, having written many 
gospel poems that his family will 
treasure.  

He was preceded in death by his mother and father, Bonnie 
Bridges Blanton and Robert McKinley Blanton; a brother, Lee 
Blanton; and sister, Hazel Laws.  

He is survived by his loving and dedicated wife of 58 years, Jo 
Doris Blanton known as Jody; son, Jerry Blanton (Lindy); daugh-
ter, Judy Blanton; grandchildren. Tyler Blanton (April), Logan 
Blanton (Rebekah), Rachel Cowart (Justin), Christen Welch; 
brother, John Blanton (Lucille) of Charleston, S.C.;  and great 
grandchildren, Camilla, Owen, Addison, Aubreigh, Gabriel, Wil-
low, and Everett.  

A funeral service was held Wednesday, July 5, in the Chapel of 
Macon Funeral Home with Rev. Steve Reeves officiating.  Amer-
ican Legion Post #108 and VFW Post #7339 presented Military 
Honors.  

Honorary pallbearers were Tyler Blanton, Logan Blanton, and 
Justin Cowart.  

In lieu of flowers donations may be made in his honor to veter-
ans or children’s related charities. 

Online condolences can be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home handling the arrangements.

James Donald Blanton

Mary Paulette Bradley 
 

Mary Paulette Bradley, 65, 
passed away on June 30, 2023, 
after a lengthy decline of health, 
but so thankful that she is now 
eternally healed forever.  

She was better known to those 
that loved her by “Polly” or “sissy” 
or her very favorite, “pop-pop.” 
She was born in Franklin, N.C., on 
May 26, 1958, to the late Kenneth 
Holland and the late Betty Jo Hol-
land.  

She loved laughing and telling 
jokes.  She just loved in general in 
a huge way.  She loved cooking 
and feeding people and loved her 
time spent with her husband canning foods and coming up with 
delicious dishes.  You never had to wonder where you stood with 
her because she would be the very first to tell you.  

Polly retired from Macon County Department of Social Serv-
ices.  During her years there, she helped countless people.   Her 
most treasured job that she had during her working years was the 
time she spent at the Macon Citizens Habilities, Inc. There are no 
words to express the joy and love that she experienced working 
there.  It was not uncommon at all for her to take some of the em-
ployees home with her. She was a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Franklin where she loved to work with the younger 
children in the nursery. 

In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by a brother, 
Kenneth Gerald Holland and sister, LeAnn Holland.  

She is survived by her husband, Terry W. Bradley; sister, San-
dra Breedlove (Terry); sister-in-law, Brenda Bradley; and step 
daughter, Rebecca Pruitt (Allen). 

She never gave birth to her own children but had a niece and 
nephews that she deeply loved as her own.  She could not have 
loved them more if they were her own.  They loved her right back 
as a second mother.  They are April Ward (David), Jeremy Hol-
land (Tracey), Nathaniel Breedlove (Amy), Brandon Breedlove 
(Nancy), and Matthew Breedlove (Brooke).  These special chil-
dren brought her what she considered her own grandchildren.  
And spoil them she did.  They are Josey Ward, Angel Ward, Chloe 
Breedlove, Kelton Elkins, Alex Breedlove, Cadee Breedlove, 
Zachary Breedlove, Jake Breedlove, Patrick Breedlove, Ashley 
Holland, Sara Holland, Gabrial Lamb, and Evan McCourt.  They 
gave her the name “pop-pop” and that would turn out to be her 
very favorite.  

Services were held at the First Baptist Church in Franklin,  on 
Monday, July 3, with Rev. Brandon Breedlove and Rev. Robert 
Brown officiating.  Burial was in Woodlawn Cemetery.  

Pallbearers were Matthew Breedlove, Nathaniel Breedlove, 
Josey Ward, Dereck Jones, Kenney Chastain and Joel Schick.  
Honorary pallbearers were present active deacons of the First 
Baptist Church.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to First Baptist 
Church, Children’s Dept., 69 Iotla St, Franklin, NC 28734.  

Right now, three things remain: faith, hope, and love.  But the 
greatest of these is Love.  1 Corinthians 13:13 

Polly was pure Love.  To know her was to love her and she will 
be greatly missed.  

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Mary Paulette Bradley

Michael Anthony Wood 
 

Michael Anthony Wood, 87, of 
Franklin, N.C., passed away on Sun-
day, June 25, 2023. 

Born in Plainfield, N.J., he was the 
son of the late Michael and Addie 
Diana Wood. In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death by a 
grandson, Jeremiah Gribble; two 
brothers; and one sister.  

He proudly served in the United 
States Air Force as a paratrooper, and 
later went on to be a general contrac-
tor. He was a 4th degree in the 
Knights of Columbus and served with 
several Italian American Associa-
tions. He was a member of St. Johns 
Episcopal Church in Franklin. 

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Joyce Dubiel Wood of 
Franklin; son, Michael A. Wood Jr. of Kennesaw, Ga.; daughter, 
Michele Smiley (Dale) of Franklin; and two grandchildren, Nicole 
Wood and Zach Wood. 

A celebration of life will be at a later date at St. Johns Episco-
pal Church. Pastor Carl Southerland will officiate. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to St. Johns Episco-
pal Church. 

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Michael Anthony Wood

WNC Civil War Roundtable hosts 
July 10 program in Waynesville 

The Western North Carolina Civil War Round Table con-
tinues its 2023 series of programs on Monday, July 10, at 7 
p.m. with Dr. Judkin Browning. The program will take place 
at the Haywood County Public Library in Waynesville at 
678 S. Haywood St. It is free and open to the public. 

Judkin Browning will show how the Civil War was a mo-
ment of transformation in Americans' relationship to the nat-
ural world, fundamentally altering relationships between 
Americans and nature. Adopting an ecological approach to 
study the conflict offers a holistic view of the war. Military 
strategy and battles were important, but so were a host of 
other factors, including disease, weather, draft animals, the 
need for sustenance, the biological reality of death, and the 
vagaries of terrain and natural vegetation. 

Dr. Browning received his MA in Public History at North 
Carolina State University, completing his Ph.D. at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. He has written “The Southern Mind 
under Union Rule” “Shifting Loyalties,” and “An Environ-
mental History of the Civil War.” He has also written a his-
tory of The Seven Days' Battles, reassessing that campaign 
and the reasons for its ultimate outcome.  

More information about future programs and field trips 
with the Roundtable can be found at http://wnccwrt.com.

https://www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com/
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service 
  
CHICAGO—Drenching rain and standing water on the 

CHICAGO—When the Grant Park 220 turned topsy-turvy at 
the 49-lap mark, the change didn’t slow New Zealander 
Shane van Gisbergen, the first driver to win a race in his first 
NASCAR Cup Series start since Johnny Rutherford accom-
plished the feat 60 years ago.  

Driving the No. 91 Chevrolet under the aegis of Track-
house Racing’s Project 91 program, the three-time Supercars 
champion charged from eighth on a Lap 61 restart to the 
front of the field and won the series’ first-ever street race on 
the Chicago Street Course in overtime.  

Asked whether he thought victory was possible in his 
NASCAR debut, Van Gisbergen chuckled.  

“No, of course not, but you always dream of it,” he said. 
“Thank you so much to the Trackhouse team and (sponsor) 
Enhance Health, Project91. What an experience in the crowd 
out here. This was so cool. This is what you dream of. Hope-
fully, I can come and do more.”  

What changed the tenor of the race dramatically 
was NASCAR’s decision near the midpoint of the 
event to shorten the race from the scheduled 100 laps 
to 75, putting a large group of cars that had pitted on 
Lap 43 inside their fuel window.   

After the previously dominant cars of Christopher 
Bell, Kyle Larson and Tyler Reddick pitted with oth-
ers for tires and fuel on Lap 47—Van Gisbergen 
among them—Justin Haley, Austin Dillon and Chase 
Elliott led the field to green on a single-file restart on 
Lap 49. At the time Van Gisbergen was 18th, but not 
for long.  

“Wow, when we had that back strategy back to 
18th, I started to worry a bit, but the racing was really 
good,” said Van Gisbergen. “Everyone was respect-
ful. It was tough, but a lot of fun.”  

The Kiwi passed Haley for the lead on Lap 71 and 
beat him to the finish line by 1.259 seconds, after the 
sliding car of Bubba Wallace knocked Ricky Sten-
house’s Chevrolet into the Turn 1 tire barrier to cause 
the ninth caution on Lap 74 and force overtime.  

The decision to shorten the race was a saving grace for El-
liott, who had crashed his No. 9 Chevrolet during qualifying 
and started from the rear of the field in a backup car. Elliott 
held third after the final restart and finished ahead of Hen-
drick Motorsports teammate Kyle Larson and Kyle Busch, 
who were fourth and fifth, respectively.  

“Once they changed that race distance, we got pretty for-
tunate to end up being able to make it on gas,” Elliott said. 
“We kind of inadvertently flipped the strategy.”  

Haley, who started 36th after crashing in practice on Sat-
urday, said he was beaten by a world-class driver on 16-lap 
better tires.  

“Yeah, it was tough,” Haley said. “I put it in the tire bar-
rier yesterday and we stayed up all night. I stayed with the 
guys through the rain and rewrapped this thing, put a new 
body on it…  

“Obviously congrats to Project91. It sucks, obviously, 
where we are right now we don't have a… we aren't in posi-
tion to win every week, so coming that close obviously is 
not what you want.  

“But just really proud of everyone at Kaulig Racing and 
what an awesome event. Can't wait to come back next year.”  

Shortening the race wasn’t what Bell wanted or needed. 
He had overtaken Reddick for the lead on Lap 9 and won the 
first 20-lap stage by a comfortable margin. After a cycle of 
green-flag pit stops, Bell held an advantage of nearly nine 

New Zealander Shane Van  
Gisbergen wins Chicago 
Street Race in NASCAR debut

Shane Van Gisbergen, driver of the #91 Enhance 
Health Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after 
winning the NASCAR Cup Series Grant Park 220 
at the Chicago Street Course on July 02, 2023, in 
Chicago, Ill.     Photos by Chris Graythen/Getty Images 

the barrier with a tether, Busch rejoined the field 
without losing a lap. On Lap 13, Gragson buried 
the nose of his No. 42 Chevy into the barrier in 
Turn 6, which proved an early trouble spot on 
the wet street course.   

Hamlin never recovered from his accident 
and finished 11th. Busch, on the other hand, 
took advantage of his early pit stop to come 
home fifth.  

Austin Cindric, Michael McDowell, Joey 
Logano, Ty Gibbs and Chris Buescher com-
pleted the top 10.  

 
Cole Custer declared winner of rain-shortened  
Chicago Xfinity race  
CHICAGO—Drenching 

rain and standing water on 
the Chicago Street Course 
forced NASCAR to declare 
Cole Custer the winner of 
The Loop 121 NASCAR 
Xfinity Series race three 
laps short of halfway and 
five laps short of the com-
pletion of Stage 2.  

Custer had led all 25 laps 
of NASCAR’s first-ever 
street course race before 
lightning strikes in the area 
on Saturday caused 
NASCAR to red flag the 
race and then to postpone 
completion until Sunday 
morning. But the rain per-
sisted, forcing NASCAR’s 
hand.   

“It’s been an awesome 
weekend overall,” said 
Custer, who drives the No. 

seconds before Noah Gragson’s third adventure into the Turn 
6 tire barrier caused the third caution on Lap 29.  

By then, drivers had transitioned from wet tires at the start 
of the event to slicks as the racing line dried out.  

Bell survived two subsequent cautions and won Stage 2 
under yellow after Alex Bowman stopped on the track at the 
exit from Turn 5 because of engine issues. By then, Larson 
had worked his way into the second position and was hound-
ing Bell before the caution.  

After the field flipped, Bell finished 18th, thanks to a late 
spin into a tire barrier.  

Delayed for nearly 75 minutes by rain, the historic race 
was eventful from the start. As soon as the green flag waved, 
Reddick pulled even with pole winner Denny Hamlin. The 
drivers raced side-by-side until Reddick cleared Hamlin 
through Turn 5.  

Aric Almirola spun near Turn 6 on the opening lap. Erik 
Jones drove too deep into Turn 6 and collected Brad Ke-
selowski and Gragson. All three drivers extricated them-
selves from the tire barrier and continued.  

On Lap 2, Hamlin slid sideways into the tire barrier on the 
outside of Turn 2 and lost 11 positions. A lap later, Busch 
lost control while making a move off the racing line and 
plowed nose-first into the tire barrier, causing the race’s first 
caution.  

After a safety crew pulled Busch’s No. 8 Chevrolet from 

Cole Custer, driver of the #00 
HAAS Automation Ford, was the 
winner of  the pole award during 
qualifying for the NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series The Loop 121 at the 
Chicago Street Course last Sat-
urday. 
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00 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford. “The whole 
event, the whole thing that NASCAR’s put 
on here—the whole city—it’s been pretty 
unreal… The course is such a blast to 
drive.  

“Today, we definitely wish we could have 
run all the laps. We don’t want to win it this 
way, but at the end of the day, we had a re-
ally fast car. I think everybody knew that.”  

This marks the first time NASCAR has 
declared a winner short of the halfway point 
or the end of the second stage, the two 
benchmarks for an official event (with the 
second criterion in effect starting in 2020 
after the advent of stage racing, which was 
introduced in 2017).  

NASCAR issued a statement explaining 
the decision to curtail the race:  

“With standing water and flooding a sig-
nificant issue at the race track and through-
out the city, there was no option to return to 
racing prior to shifting to NASCAR Cup 
Series race operations. Throughout the en-
tire planning process for the Chicago Street 
Race, our relationship with the City of 
Chicago has been strong and among the 
most valuable assets in reaching this his-
toric weekend.   

“In the spirit of that partnership, returning on Monday for 
the completion of a NASCAR Xfinity Series event two laps 
short of halfway was an option we chose not to employ. 
Based on several unprecedented circumstances, NASCAR 
has made the decision to declare Cole Custer the winner of 
the race.”  

The victory was Custer’s second of the season, the 12th of 
his career and his 10th straight top-10 finish this season.   

John Hunter Nemechek finished second and leads the se-
ries standings by 16 points over Austin Hill, who was cred-
ited with a fifth-place result. Nemechek clearly was 

impressed with the spectacle of NASCAR’s first 
street race.  

“Racing downtown on the streets of Chicago 
was pretty amazing,” he said. “The whole experi-
ence, the atmosphere and how many fans were 
here -- I give a lot of props to everyone at 
NASCAR. Everyone involved with the Chicago 
Street Course did an amazing job. Riding around 
under caution yesterday, being able to see all of 
the fans lined up three or four rows deep along the 
fence with no open spots was incredible. Probably 

one of the best attendances we’ve had so 
far this year in the Xfinity Series.   

“The race went OK for us. I ran P2 from the drop 
of the green flag until lap 25 when they called it 
(Saturday). We needed a good stop to be able to 
make an adjustment and have a shot to contend 
with Cole for the win and just never had that op-
portunity. We’ll take that second place, and we’ll 
move on from it.”  

Justin Allgaier finished third and Brett Moffitt 
fourth. Sammy Smith, Daniel Hemric, Chandler 
Smith, Parker Kligerman and Kaz Grala earned po-
sitions six through 10, respectively. 

 
Richard Childress named Grand Marshal for  
Quaker State 400 Available at Walmart 
HAMPTON, Ga. – NASCAR Hall of Famer and 

legendary team owner Richard Childress will give 
the command to fire engines for Sunday night’s 
Quaker State 400 Available at Walmart. 

Childress will utter the most famous words in 

(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced
Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

motorsports from inside the cockpit of the 
No. 29 car Kevin Harvick drove to victory 
at Atlanta Motor Speedway in 2001. 

“To be the Grand Marshal for Atlanta, 
one of my favorite racetracks as a driver 
and a car owner, is an honor,” said Chil-
dress. 

His team Richard Childress Racing has 
scored 15 victories at AMS across 
NASCAR’s three national touring series, 
including nine at the NASCAR Cup Series 
level. With Sunday night’s race starting 
with an RCR car leading the field during 
pace laps, Childress hopes the race will 
end the same way after 400 miles of close-
quarters racing. 

“We’ve had some good runs there (since 
the reconfiguration). We’ve won with 
Austin Hill (in the Xfinity Series) but now 
we need to win a Cup race,” said Chil-
dress. 

To visit victory lane, RCR’s drivers will need to out-duel 
NASCAR’s best on Atlanta Motor Speedway’s challenging 
high banks, with superspeedway racing that will see drivers 
race just inches apart under the lights. With just eight races 
left before NASCAR’s playoffs, sparks will fly as a hungry 
field of drivers chases victory. 

The Quaker State 400 Available at Walmart headlines the 
summer slate of NASCAR racing at Atlanta Motor Speed-
way on Sunday, July 9. Featuring the first weekend of night 
racing at AMS since 2014, Atlanta’s summer NASCAR 
weekend comes with increased stakes with the NASCAR 
playoffs looming large. 

Accompanying the Quaker State 400 Available at Walmart 
is the Alsco Uniforms 250 NASCAR Xfinity Series race on 
Saturday, July 9. The summer race will challenge the rising 
stars of the sport to stand out and succeed on one of the cir-
cuit’s most challenging tracks. 

More information on the July 7-9, 2023, Quaker State 400 
Available at Walmart weekend and ticket availability can be 
found online at AtlantaMotorSpeedway.com. 

Cole Custer, driver of the #00 HAAS Automation Ford, and crew cele-
brate in victory lane after winning weather-shortened NASCAR Xfinity 
Series The Loop 121 at the Chicago Street Course on July 02, 2023, in 
Chicago, Ill.                                        Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images

Crew members push cars off the course after a weather-shortened 
NASCAR Xfinity Series The Loop 121 at the Chicago Street Course on July 
02, 2023 in Chicago, Ill.   Photo by Michael Reaves/Getty Images

SUBSCRIBE 
     FOR ONLY

Per Year • Includes Tax

$29.00

26 W. Main St. 
Franklin, NC

(828) 369-6767

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Lotso Bear, e.g. 
63. Lyric poem 
64. Immediately, doctor's jar-
gon 
 
DOWN 
1. Air quality concern 
2. Fibber 
3. Farm measure 
4. Sushi condiment 
5. Natural moth repellent 
6. To change, as in the U.S. 
Constitution 
7. Fork prong 
8. *"Harry Potter" animal (2 
words) 
9. Earthenware pot 
10. *"Born Free" animal 
11. I in T.G.I.F. 

STATEPOINT  
CROSSWORD  
THEME:  
MOVIE ANIMALS   
ACROSS 
1. Deli side 
5. *"Breakfast at Tiffany's" ani-
mal 
8. Songs for one 
12. What formica and bio-
chemical have in common 
13. Prefix for partly 
14. Dark 
15. Crew equipment, pl. 
16. Steinbeck's "East of ____" 
17. Golf shirt 
18. *"Marmaduke" animal 
20. *"Away & Back" animal 
21. Game "field" 
22. Slightly insane 
23. Casual top 
26. Vending machine 
30. Rocks, to a bartender 
31. Bowling prop 
34. Lush 
35. Trots and canters 
37. Broadcasting medium 
38. Inflammatory swelling 
39. Highland tongue 
40. Sock pattern 
42. Bring into play 
43. Go back over 
45. Theater passages 
47. Part of a cheer 
48. Lump of anything 
50. Milo and Otis, e.g. 
52. *"Dunston Checks In" ani-
mal 
56. Wheel on a spur 
57. CISC alternative 
58. Private theater box 
59. Resembling wings 
60. MacFarlane or Rogen 
61. Go-____ 
62. *Bullseye, Hamm and 

13. Administer diazepam 
14. When Cinderella wins 
19. Civil wrongs 
22. "Some Nights" band 
23. *"Life of Pi" animal 
24. Close call 
25. Bank job 
26. Gossamer 
27. Cry like #5 Across 
28. Liquorice flavored herb 
29. Hues 
32. Backgammon predeces-
sor 
33. *"Babe" animal 
36. *"Anchorman" and "The 
Wizard of Oz" animals 
38. Kundera's "Unbearable 
Lightness of ____" 
40. "That feels good!" excla-

mation 
41. Set in motion 
44. Like a go-getter bird 
46. Lies in ambush 
48. Wept 
49. It makes waste? 
50. Singular of #17 Across 
51. Home versus ____ game 
52. Guesstimate phrase (2 
words) 
53. To perfection (3 words) 
54. Taj Mahal city 
55. As opposed to gross 
56. *"Willard" animal

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Gracie is about a 
year old Staffordshire 
Terrier Mix. She gets 
along well with other 
dogs and loves 
people. She is on her 
way to being house 
broken as well.

Molly is a 5 year old 
spayed female  
Staffordshire Terrier. 
She is housebroken, 
listens well to   
commands and is 
very loving. She 
should be the only 
animal in a home.

Macon County Animal Services,  
Open M-F by appointment only, call 

(828)349-2106.  
Pictures of Lost and Available Pets,  
www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices

PETS OF THE WEEK

https://www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices/
https://themaconcountynews.com/
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828-524-891828-524-8911 • maconrentalco.com• maconrentalco.com
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

In Stock Now!
While Supplies Lasts

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM Sat 8AM-12PM

0% Financing Available

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

Roll Up • Tri-Fold  
Hard Folding • Clam Shell

TONNEAU COVERS

In Otto Since 1998!
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

828-349-4500

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

Top 
Name

Brands!

RV/TINY HOME LOTS for sale. 
$40k-$50k/ea. Each lot comes 
with water, power, and septic 
run to each lot. Located in 
Franklin, NC. (828)200- 0161. 
Go to our web site for directions 
and more info. www.TinyMoun-
tainEstates .com

Real EstateReal Estate

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
Depot St., $350 monthly, In-
cludes Water & Electric, 
(828)421-7332. Leave a mes-
sage. 

OFFICE FOR RENT Large 2 
room suite in Franklin, Court-
house Plaza Building. Rent in-
cludes power, heat and air. 
$790/month. Call (828)524-
7799.

Commercial RentalsCommercial Rentals

Misc. For SaleMisc. For Sale
B & M MILITARY SURPLUS    
GI Boot, OCP Scorpion Multi-
Cam Marpat Camo, Nets, 
Ammo Can’s, Uniforms, 
Vests, Packs Field Gear, GI 
Wool Blankets. 3 Day Assault 
Pack, W/C Poncho 
Liner/Woobie. We Buy, Trade 
All Types Military Clothing, 
Field Gear. Open Mon.-Fri., 9-
6 Sat 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge 
Rd., Franklin, NC, (828)349- 
3140. 

SHARP’S BERRY FARM Good 
Crop of Delicious, Healthy and 
Sweet. U-Pick Blueberries, 
Good Family Fun. Addington 
Bridge Rd. (828)371-0190, 
(828)342-4250. 

REDUCED! 2005 FLEET- 
WOOD Terra 32S, 42K miles, 
new tires, new Seatcraft reclin-
ers, 50-inch TV in living room, 
24-inch in bedroom, new floors, 
lots of updates. $27,500, call for 
more info. (828)371-7284.

Boats & CampersBoats & Campers

ESTATE SALE Saturday July 8 
from 8-12, 181 Watauga St., 
Franklin, House full of quality 
furniture. 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY Craft 
Show, Saturday, July 8, 10am-
3pm, Carson Building, Old Mur-
phy Rd., Franklin, Across from 
Recycling Center, 10 Crafters, 
All Displaying Different Crafts. 
Get your Holiday Shopping 
Done Early!

Garage & Yard SalesGarage & Yard Sales

POM-A-POO PUPPIES Nice 
colors, cute faces, 1 female, 3 
males. 10 weeks old. Vaccina-
tions current. $200. (828)200-
5101. 

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal 
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd., 
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588. 

VOLUNTEERS & DOG Walk-
ers Needed at Macon County 
Animal Services. 18 years and 
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084. 

LOOKING FOR A LOVING Pet 
or Lost Pet. Macon County Ani-
mal Services, Open M-F by ap-
pointment call (828)349-2106. 
Pictures of Lost and Available 
Pets, www.facebook.com/     
maconanimal

AnimalsAnimals

Help WantedHelp Wanted

WEEDEATING HELP Wanted, 
Cowee, Around House, Cot-
tage, Driveway and Perimeter 
of property, Once a month. 
(828)524- 9825. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE posi- 
tion available, must be knowl-
edgeable of the 7 western 
counties of N.C. in order to give 
out visitor information. Sales 
experience needed as well. Fun 
job! Contact: martha@vis-
itsmokies.org (828)369-9606.

Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

BINGO American Legion Hall, 
614 W. Main St., Every 
Wednesday. New Hours Early 
Bird 4:30 to 5:30, Regular Ses-
sion 5:30, Snack Bar Available. 

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL Res-
cue Thrift Store, Open Tuesday 
thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm, 1521 
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-
3046. 

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W 
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture, 
Lighting, Plumbing, Building 
Materials, Doors & Windows, 
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. 
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours 
for both Stores 
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm. 

REACH FOR BARGAINS in 
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday 
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of 
Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040. 

themaconcountynews.com 

FREE ESTIMATES Rain Gut-
ter Clean Out. Yard Clean Up 
& Care, Mulch. Pressure 
Cleaning. No Yard Too Large 
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-
5273. 

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home 
Repairs, 30 Years Experience, 
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free 
Estimates, Beat Any Price. 
(828)200-7549. 

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color, 
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating, 
Fertilizing, Hardscapes, 
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds 
Maintenance, Firewood and 
Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates 
(828)524-6959. 

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing, 
Painting, Home Repairs, 28 
Years Experience in WNC. Cell 
(828)371-9754. 

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT 
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No 
Job Too Small, Free Esti-
mates. Call Rick Hall 
(828)371-3566. 

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS 
Carpentry, Pressure Washing, 
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40 
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247. 

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851. 

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO. In-
terior and Exterior Painting, 
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper 
removal, Log Homes, Decks, 
Insured. Free estimates. 
(828)332- 0525, (828)421-
8600. 

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional service. Reasonable 
rates. NC Licensed and fully 
insured. 20+ years experi-
ence. (845)807-1326. 

ASHE PAINT, STAIN, Pressure 
Washing, Gutter Cleaning, 
Quality Guaranteed, Affordable, 
Dependable Service, Residen-
tial/Commercial, Exterior/Inte-
rior, Log Homes & Decks. 
(828)506-1641. 

MELTON’S ROOFING Gutter 
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell# 
(828)421-6712 With All Your 
Roof and Gutter Needs. 

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing, decks 
and RV’s you name it. I can 
bring my own water and your 
estimate is free! For any ques-
tions call (828)200-5298. We’re 
happy to help! 

THE DUCT GUY HVAC Duct-
work & Dry Vent Cleaning. Win-
dow & Pressure Washing. 
FREE Estimates. Insured & Ex-
perienced! Call (828)342- 5540. 

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL 
Pumps, Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your 
Water Needs.(828)369-5176. 

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 
6” Drilled Wells for Farms 
Homes and Industries, Free 
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle, 
Franklin. (828)524-4976. 

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and 
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat. 
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main 
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956. 

GRADING, FINISH Grading, 
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads, 
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work, 
Boulders, Patio, Perez. 
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793 
Excellent References. 

ServicesServices

www.TheMaconCountyNews.com
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RATES AS LOW AS 1.9%

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

CARS

SUVS
MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 VW Taos AWD 29,618 
2021 Cadillac XT6 AWD 18,875 
2021 Chevrolet Corvette 5,792 
2020 Chevrolet Bolt 17,845 
2020 Chevrolet Equinox AWD 47,233 
2019 Chevrolet Camaro 2SS 14,162 
2019 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD 64,233  
2019 GMC Acadia 17,045 
2019 Dodge Journey 80,887 
2019 Toyota Camry LE 54,312 
2018 Hyundia Elantra 51,067 
2018 Toyota Camry XSE 71,178 
2017 GMC Acadia 80,692 
2016 Mini Cooper 57,659 

2023 Chevrolet Tahoe 257 
2023 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,662 
2023 Honda CRV AWD 8,584 
2023 Hyundia Sante Fe 14,470 
2023 Mazda CX-50 AWD Premier 9,506 
2023 Traverse High Country AWD 831 
2022 Chevrolet Tahoe 4x4 16,410 

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

TRUCKS

2022 Ford Bronco 1,315 
2022 Ford Explorer XLT 26,999 
2022 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited 10,539 
2022 Kia EV6 GT 3,251 
2022 Tahoe RST 4x4 24,134 
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 
2021 Cadillac XT6 AWD 23,121 
2021 GMC Yukon XL 53,356 
2021 Hyudia Palisade AWD 64,073 
2021 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 29,056 
2021 Jeep Wrangler Sport 8,094 
2021 Subaru Ascent AWD 28,045 
2020 Acura MDX AWD 46,606 
2020 Ford Explorer 31,399 
2020 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon Unlimited 24,249 
2020 Kia Telluride 19,480 
2019 Chevrolet Trax LT AWD 18,211 
2019 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L 91,992 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 
2017 Jeep Cherokee 61,870 
2017 Subaru Crosstek 99,022 
2014 Kia Sorento SX-L 93,532

2022 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ 4,635 
2022 Chevrolet 2500 HD 5,114 
2022 GMC Sierra 11,577 
2022 Hyundia Sante Cruz Ltd 2,682 
2022 Nissan Frontier Pro 4x 7,859 
2022 Nissan Titan Pro 4x 1,729 
2022 Toyota Tacoma TRD 12,056 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 RST 34,026 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 
2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 
2021 Chevrolet Trailboss Crew 22,256 
2021 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251 
2020 Chevrolet 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 GMC Sierra SLT 21,064 
2020 Toyota Tacoma Predator 42,773 
2020 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448 
2019 Chevrolet Trailboss LT 44,594 
2018 GMC Sierra Reg Cab 94,092 
2017 Ram 2500 Reg Cab 47,650 
2015 GMC Canyon 89,008MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

$349 PER MOS. 
$10,000 DOWN SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

2023 Chevrolet 2500 LT Z-71 1,131 
2022 Chevrolet 1500 Custom 4x4 289 

https://www.countrysidechevy.com/
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