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The Macon County School Board welcomed newly appointed school superintendent Josh Lynch for his first school board meeting in
his new role. Pictured are (L-R) Stephanie Laseter, Hilary Wilkes, Chairman Jim Breedlove, Lynch, Melissa Evans and Diedre Breeden.
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School board considers
meetings In area schools

Diane Peltz — Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met on Monday, July
24, for its regular monthly meeting and the first with newly
appointed Superintendent Josh Lynch.

Members of the board were able to take a tour of the Hig-
don Property to assess what repairs need to be done both on
the inside and outside. Once everything is evaluated and ap-
proved by the county commissioners, the school board will
hold a 40-year lease on the property. Franklin High School
principal Mickey Noe also toured the building and grounds.
He feels that this property will be a great asset to FHS. There
are rooms that can house students in many disciplines and
the grounds can also be utilized for a variety of outdoor ac-
tivities. Discussion of the Higdon Property Lease will be on-

going.

Future meeting schedule

Board of Education members considered a revised meet-
ing schedule with additional discussion and final approval
to be forthcoming at their August meeting. Last month it was
suggested that the board hold its meetings at various schools
throughout the county. A preliminary schedule was drafted
but changes needed to be made so that the Highlands School
and Nantahala Schools would be scheduled during months
when it stayed light out later and also taking into

See SCHOOL BOARD page 2

Three candidates file for three open council seats

Teresa S. Tabor — Editor

Filing for the 2023 municipal elections ended July 21 at
noon with three candidates filing for the three open seats on
the Franklin Town Council. Incumbents Joe Collins and
Michael Lewis both filed for re-election along with new-
comer Robert Tompa. Current council member Adam Kim-
sey did not file. Council members serve four-year terms.

The mayor’s office will be retained by Franklin Mayor
Jack Horton as Horton will be the lone candidate on the No-
vember ballot.

In Highlands, seven candidates paid the $5 filing fee to
run for the three open seats on the Town of Highlands Board
of Commissioners: incumbents John Dotson and Brian
Stiehler; Tucker Chambers, Kay Craig, Jeffrey Lee, Jeff
Weller and Rachel Wilson. Highlands commissioners serve
four year terms.

According to the N.C. State Board of Elections, all mu-
nicipal candidates must be registered to vote in the state,
qualified to vote in an election for the office sought, and 21
years of age by the date of the election.

New voting equipment
Macon County Board of Commissioners approved a rec-

ommendation last year to purchase new voting equipment
to be first used in this year’s municipal elections. Board of
Elections Chairman Kathy Tinsley and Vice Chairman Gary
Dills provided the commissioners with a proposal from
HART Intercivic to purchase 144 voting machines for
$197,000.

The company provided training in Franklin upon the set-
up of the machine, and a simulated election was held locally
in January. The election simulation was open to the public
and was reported to have gone off without a hitch Jan. 25 at
the Robert C. Carpenter Community Building. The new
HART machines come with the capability of being able to
print off ballots instead of the county having to order them,
saving the county thousands of dollars. Also notable was that
the HART Verity Touch Writer can process a ballot in five
seconds and detect discrepancies such as multiple markings
for a single candidate. The machines are backed up via bat-
tery and are not connected to the internet.

More Election Day facts & changes

Election day is Tuesday, Nov. 7. One stop early voting be-
gins Oct. 19. Polls open at 6:30 a.m. and close at 7:30 p.m.

See ELECTION page 2
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2023-2024 Open House,
Orientation Schedules

The first day of school in Macon County is Aug. 28.

— Macon Early College - Orientation for new students
was held at the end of school year 2022- 2023. Contact
MEC with questions. (828)524-2002

— Mountain View Intermediate Drop-In - Thursday,
Aug. 24,9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

— Highlands School - Thursday, Aug. 24, 4 to 6 p.m.

— Cartoogechaye Elementary Drop-In - Thursday,
Aug. 24, Noon to 4 p.m.

— East Franklin Elementary - Thursday, Aug. 24, 2 to
6 p.m.

— Nantahala School Drop-In - Thursday, Aug. 24, 5 to

SCHOOL BOARD

Continued from page 1

consideration the possibility of inclement weather when trav-
eling to and from those schools.

Special Guest Appearance

The board welcomed guest speaker Coach Fred Gold-
smith, former school board member who shared words of
praise about former Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin and
welcomed the new Superintendent Josh Lynch.

Goldsmith recollected the “wonderful job” Dr. Baldwin
did during his term as superintendent. Goldsmith noted that
during the government mandated COVID schools shutdown,
Dr. Baldwin had a two-day notice that area schools would

Personnel changes

Sarah Holbrooks has been named principal at Highlands
School. Holbrooks will officially begin her new role Aug.1,
2023. She was formerly an assistant principal at the High-
lands School.

Macon Early College will also have a new principal. Caleb
Parham, who was an assistant principal at lotla Valley, will
assume the position for the 2023-"24 school year.

Following the resignation of Franklin High School Band
Director Buddy Huckabee, music teacher Daniel Ball, who
was transferred from East Franklin to Mountain View Inter-
mediate School for the *23-24 school year, is now transfer-
ring to the high school music department.

Vacancies with Ongoing Interviews

e STEAM Teacher — East Franklin Elementary School
¢ 12 Month Custodian — Highlands School

* Assistant Principal — Highlands School

7 p.m. stay closed for the remainder of the school year, and replaced
— South Macon Elementary - Thursday, Aug. 24, 4 to with virtual school. During those two days Dr. Baldwin » Literacy Coach — lotla Valley Elementary School
6 p.m. managed to get the busses up and running, with the help of « Pre-K Teacher Assistant — lotla Valley Elementary School

— Franklin High School Freshman Orientation -
Wednesday, Aug. 23, 3to 5 p.m.

— lotla Valley Elementary Drop-In — Thursday, Aug.
24,10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

— Macon Middle School Orientation for 7th & 8th
graders - Wednesday, Aug. 23, 5:30 p.m.,

— Union Academy- Call the school to schedule a time
to complete intake and enrollment paperwork. (828)369-
1277

— Macon Virtual Academy- Aug. 16, Elementary Stu-
dents, 8:30-9:30; Middle School Students, 10:30-11:30;
Grades 9-12, 1:30-2:30

Todd Gibbs, Auxiliary Services Director. The busses made
stops on their regular route to distribute free breakfast and
lunch to students, who might otherwise have little food to
eat, while out of school. He helped set up a virtual network
in a place where internet was difficult to access. Dr. Bald-
win himself drove a school bus route, as did several other
administrators.

“He served with his heart and loved Macon County,” said
Goldsmith.

The plaque that hangs directly behind the school board
members in the administrative building reads, “In The Best
Interest of our Students.” Goldsmith stated, “Dr. Baldwin, a
man of God, took that sign very seriously.”

¢ Exceptional Children Teacher — Mountain View Inter-
mediate

« Exceptional Children Teacher Assistant — Mountain View
Intermediate

» Music Teacher — Mountain View Intermediate School

 Outdoor Education Teacher - Mountain View Intermedi-
ate School

« Music Teacher — Cartoogechaye Elementary School/East
Franklin Elementary School

The next meeting of the Macon County Board of Educa-
tion will be held on Monday, Aug. 21, beginning at 6 p.m. in
the board room of the Macon County Schools Administra-
tive Offices.

ARANIKUIN AREA CIAMIBE{ER OFF CONVIMIER(CLE

PLESENIS

56" Annual

MACORN GOURNTTY

SEMBORE

Jewelry, Rough & Cut Gemstones,
Beads, Minerals, Repairs & More!

ROBERT C CARPENTER COMMUNITY BUILDING
1288 Georgia Road - Franklin, NC

Friday, July 28 &
Saturday, July 29
10Am -6PM

Sunday, July 30
10Am - 4pm

Admission:>3«Children 12 &Under FREE

36 Westgate Plaza e Franklin, NC (828)369-6101

Shaller Optical is closing July 31

Optician is retiring

ALLFRAMES | COSTAS & RAYBAN

1/2 OFF SUNGLASSES 25%

Dr. Shaller is not closing his practice. He will continue to see new
and existing patients. For appointments, call (828)369-4236

>1.00)0FF ADMISSION WITH THISAD
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CHOOSE FROM
OUR 2 LEVELS!

CLOSEOUT

Harmony Cayman Series Harmony Cayman Series
Extra Firm, Medium, or Plush Medium Pillowtop or Plush Pillowtop

$ QUEEN $ QUEEN
MATTRESS MATTRESS

560 DEPOT STREET « FRANKLIN, NC
(828) 369-8296 MaconFurnitureMart.com

*Purchase a Beautyrest® Harmony™ mattress between July 11, 2023 and September 11, 2023 and receive $200 in mattress savings. See stores
for details. These offers may not be applied to previous purchases, cannot be combined with other offers and are available only on qualified pur-
chases made at participating retailers in the 50 United States and District of Columbia while supplies last. Product availability, pricing and offer
dates may vary by retail location. Void where prohibited by law. © 2023 Simmons Bedding Company, LLC. All rights reserved.
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SEVERAL HOMES READY FOR

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

55 and over Active Adult Community

Platted Subdivision off Prentiss Bridge Road
with Internet, City Water and Sewer

NOW AVAILABLE —
2 BR/2 BA homes starting at $175,500
3 BR/2 BA homes starting at $180,000
MANUFACTURED HOMES + LAND

CALL 828-200-4168

| Gemstone VillageNC.com

Email: sales@gemstonevillagenc.com
Manufactured Home Dealer License No. 47699

GREAT NEWS

THE UPS STORE HAS
EXTENDED THEIR HOURS
SEE NEW HOURS POSTED BELOW

ELECTION

Continued from page 1

Candidate filing begins Dec. 4 for the
2024 general election, with primary elec-
tion scheduled for March 5, 2024.

In amunicipal election, only residents
of these municipalities and districts are
eligible to vote in these elections, which
are held in odd-numbered years, to alter-
nate with statewide general elections.
Voters must have resided in the munici-
pality for at least 30 days prior to the date
of the election.

This most common municipal election
method is the nonpartisan plurality
method. All candidates for a position are
listed on the ballot, without party affilia-
tion. The top vote-getters are elected, re-

gardless of whether or not they received
amajority. If the contest is for more than
one seat, the person or persons receiving
the next-highest vote totals are also
elected. For example, if there are seven
candidates running for two seats, the can-
didates that finish first and second are elected. In the case
of the Town of Franklin election in which three candi-
datesfiling for three seats, the number of votesisimma-
terial.

Among the changes for upcoming elections in North
Carolinaisthe photo ID requirement. After many years of
lawsuits, legislative battles and a referendum, the latest
ruling will apply to the 2023 election and barring any fur-
ther judicial action, into the 2024 general election.

Voters will be asked to show photo ID when voting in
North Carolina. For most voters, showing a driver’s li-
cense will work, but many types of photo IDs will be ac-
cepted such as:

 North Carolina Driver’s License

» U.S. Passport/U.S. Passport Card

« State ID ( non-operator 1D ), from the NCDMV

* NC Voter Photo ID card, issued by a county board of
elections

 College/university student ID approved by NCSBE

* Charter school employee ID approved by NCSBE

« State/local government employee ID approved by
NCSBE

* Driver’s license/non-driver 1D from another state,
D.C. or U.S. territory

Any of the following that is unexpired or expired for
oneyear or less:

» Military or veteran ID card issued by the U.S. gov-
ernment

* Tribal enrollment card issued by a State or federally

Bullercups

KEEPS ME GOING

1322 Georgia Road  Franklin, NC

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Furniture . Housewares
Linens . Pottery - Glassware

and much more at
awesome prices!

OPEN THUR-SAT
10AM-4PM

Macon County Board of Elections’ Chairman Kathy Tinsley and Vice Chairman Gary
Dills presented a proposal for new voting machines to the Macon County Board of
Commissioners last year. The recommendation was approved and the new equip-
ment will see its first use in this year’s municipal election.

* ID card issued by a U.S. government agency or the
State of NC for a public assistance program

Note: Voters ages 65+ may use an expired ID if it was
unexpired on their 65th birthday

If avoter does not have an acceptable photo ID, one can
be obtained for free from the N.C. Division of Motor Ve-
hicles (NCDMV). Soon, voters will also be able to get
free ID from their county board of elections.

However, legislation notwithstanding, all voterswill be
allowed to vote with or without a photo ID. If avoter can-
not show photo 1D when voting in person, they can still
vote by filling out an ID Exception Form. For absentee-
by-mail voters, if they are unable to include a copy of
their photo ID in their ballot return envelope, they can
also fill out an ID Exception Form with their ballot.

ID Exceptions

« |f any voter is unable to show photo ID when voting
(whether in person or by mail), they may fill out an ID
Exception Form and vote their ballot.

* The voter has a“reasonable impediment” to showing
photo ID. This means that something is preventing the
voter from showing ID. The voter must provide their rea-
son by selecting from the following choices on the form.

— Lack of transportation

— Disability or illness

— Lack of birth certificate or other documents needed
to obtain ID

— Work schedule

— Family responsibilities

— Lost or stolen photo ID

— Photo ID applied for but not yet received

— (For mail voters only) Unable to attach a copy of
photo ID

— Other reasonable impediment (if selected, the voter
must write the reason on the form)

— The voter has a religious objection to being pho-
tographed.

—Thevoter was avictim of anatural disaster within 100
days before Election Day.

— County boards of elections must count provisional
ballots with properly completed 1D Exception Forms.

Note: Information on Voter ID requirements taken from
the N.C. State Board of Elections website.
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State shoots for Medicaid expansion Oct. 1

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Services is moving forward with Medicaid expansion and
announcing the anticipated start date of Oct. 1, 2023. This
announcement is part of a compromise agreement NCDHHS
obtained from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices that will allow the department to move forward with the
required public notices for beneficiaries, counties and
providers while still awaiting authority from the NC Gen-
eral Assembly.

To launch expansion on Oct. 1, NCDHHS will still require
action by the NC General Assembly — either through “de-
coupling” expansion from the budget or through an enacted
budget — by Sept. 1. The work the department is doing now
will reduce the original implementation period, from 90-120
days upon receiving legislative authority, to 30 days so en-
roliment can begin more quickly.

"We are thankful for leadership and partnership in passing
Medicaid Expansion which will save lives, increase access
to care and bring billions of dollars to North Carolina," said
NCDHHS Secretary Kody H. Kinsley. "Moving forward
now sets the department on a path to be able to get health
care coverage to thousands of people as soon as possible.”

The state’s implementation plan initially was organized
around obtaining final authority from the NCGA by June 30.

With budget negotiations — to which final authority to move
forward with Medicaid expansion has been tied — slipping
toward August, the department contemplated strategies to
push forward preparations to maximize the benefit for North
Carolina.

If NCDHHS does not have authority to move forward by
Sept. 1, the earliest fallback date is Dec. 1, 2023, and de-
pending on how late authority is given, it could fall into
2024. As part of the compromise to move forward, NCD-
HHS is opening the public comment period on the State Plan
Amendment for Medicaid Expansion’s Alternative Benefit
Plan, a legal document required to be submitted to the fed-
eral government.

If given final authority from the NCGA by Sept. 1, Med-
icaid expansion in North Carolina will increase the eligible
population to adults aged 19-64 who have incomes up to
138% of the federal poverty level on Oct. 1. For example,
expansion gives health care coverage to single individuals
making under about $20,000 a year. Likewise, a family of
three earning under about $34,000 combined will now be el-
igible. Beneficiaries will get care the same way as existing
Medicaid beneficiaries and be eligible for the same com-
prehensive benefits and copays as other non-disabled adults
in Medicaid.

Lf 308 Depot St.
g Franklin, NC

n-i;’“ (826)524-2419 or

Sov = (828)524-3395

FREE
SHALLAC

with Mani/Pedi

@YQ&%N FARMERS

TAILCATE

200 BLoCK EAST PALMER ST. °

FRANKLIN, NC

OVERZOQICARSIREADYAEORIIIVIVIEDIATIEDEERV/ERN!

38 John Justice Rd.
Franklin, NC
828-369-5003
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Use best practices when it comes to protection from sun damage

Clint Kendall
CEO/CNO Angel Medical Center

Fun, sun, and sun poisoning is usu-
ally how it goes at my house. “Who
needs sunscreen?” we ask, as we
bound out of the house ready to
swim, hike, and bike. However, this
is putting yourself and your family at
serious risk for skin cancer, the most
frequently diagnosed cancer in our
country.

Did you know that, according to
skincancer.org, one out of every five

noma, melanoma and
Merkel cell carcinoma.
They go on to say that
UV light that is emitted
from the sun and tan-
ning beds are responsi-
ble for most of the skin
cancers we see. Skin
cancer does not see
color, so if you’re a per-
son of color, you must
still be vigilant about
protecting yourself. Ad-
ditionally, those with

people will develop skin cancer by
the age of 70? That’s alarming, not to
mention that aside from the damage it
does, the sun’s powerful rays also prematurely
age your skin, causing brown spots and wrin-
kles. Though not every skin cancer is caused
by sun exposure, most are, and can be attrib-
uted to lack of proper skin protection. With all
the advanced and easy-to-use sun protection
options we’ve got to choose from, it’s a dan-
ger that’s easy to protect ourselves from.
What is skin cancer? It is the uncontrolled
growth of abnormal cells in the layer of the
skin called the epidermis. Also, according to
skincancer.org, the main types of skin cancer
are basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carci-

darker skin tones stand
a higher probability of
having late stage skin
cancer. This summer, take a moment do a self-
exam or get a referral from your primary care
physician to a dermatologist if you don’t al-
ready visit one. They can examine you for skin
abnormalities that are or could lead to skin
cancer. Prevention is absolutely everything in
the case of your skin.

In addition to sunscreen, you can now buy
sun-protective clothing that is quite effective
at offering protection. It’s also a good idea to
seek shade under an umbrella if you’re at the
beach, and avoid going out during the hours
when the sun’s UV rays are the strongest,

Clint Kendall

which is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

There are plenty of choices when it comes
to sunscreen, with two main types available
— physical sunscreen and chemical sun-
screen. Physical sunscreen is literally that, a
physical barrier you apply to the skin that
blocks its rays. These sunscreens contain tita-
nium oxide and zinc oxide, and often give a
whitish tinge to the skin when you apply them.
Chemical sunscreens go right into your skin
and absorb the sun’s damaging rays before
they can harm your skin.

If you are like me, you have tried to save
the world by doing everything on the honey-
do list so that you could take the rest of the
summer off. How has that worked out for
you? Well, again, if you’re similar to me, you
may be suffering a bit now with back pain and
muscle aches from overdoing it. And you’re
likely suffering a bit of ear pain too, from
hearing lots of “I told you so’s” from family
members who warned you. Then again, you
might be a weekend warrior who jumps all in
— literally — when it comes to your work-
outs.

The good news is we have a treatment for
that. Angel Medical Center has an excellent
outpatient rehabilitation department that is
here to get you back on your feet so you can
tackle your next project. Most insurances do

not require a referral to use rehabilitation serv-
ices, but check with your policy or call our
outpatient rehab center and we will check for
you. If we discover that you need more exten-
sive treatment than rehab services can provide,
we can also help you get referred over to our
orthopedics and sports medicine team.

I’d also like to give a shout out to our car-
ing and talented Emergency Department team,
who gear up every summer for treating pa-
tients who experience issues unique to the
summer, from sprains and burns to dehydra-
tion and bee stings.

Community is everything. | am grateful to
be part of this great community and so blessed
to be part of the Angel Medical Center fam-
ily. We are always looking for ways to get in-
volved in our area. We cannot participate in
every neighborhood project, but we do very
much enjoy getting out and being part of the
community we serve, as a team. Thank you
for allowing us to serve you at Angel Medical
Center. | hope that our care for this region
shows whenever you visit, and that you feel
we treat you like family. That is indeed why
we are here.

Clint Kendall, FACHE, MBA, MSN, BSN,
RN, is Chief Executive Officer/Chief Nursing
Officer of Angel Medical Center.

If you love animals, then plan to attend the event of the summer...

A Cause for the Paws

SUMI'ER FL'NG

Benefiting Appalachian Animal Rescue Center

Sunday, Aug. 27 * 4-7pm
The Vineyard at 37 High Holly

Scaly Mountain, NC

Art ® Live Auction
Silent Auction ® Prizes
Wine ® Gourmet Food

Live Music by Sweet Charity Band

Tickets — $50

Hurry! Get your tickets before they sell out!

Tickets available at the
following locations:

Franklin and Highlands
Chamber of Commerce

Rose Bud Cottage, Highlands
AARC Thrift Store, Franklin
Silver Threads, Franklin

Christine’s Home Decor, Franklin

Creekside Gazebo, Franklin

Gem Capito
nE 4RE

Rabun County Civic Center
201 W. Savannah Street ¢ Clayton, GA

Saturday.
July 29
9am-5pm
&
sunday;
July 30
10am-4pm

$10 Admission Includes Saturday & Sunday
Under 12 FREE

BUY - SELL - TRABE

Guns, Ammo, Knives,
Shooting & Hunting Supplies & Equipment
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Graduates of Southwestern Community College’s Emergency Medical Science program are pic-
tured with instructors Eric Hester (far left) and Tony Belcher (far right). From left is Hester,
Michael Fischer of Sylva, Courtney Spalding of Cullowhee, Christian Ropp of Sylva, Renee
Provost of Sylva, Andrew Lillard of Sylva, Ethan James of Whittier and Belcher. Not pictured:

Mitch Wike of Cullowhee.

EMS grads honored with pinning ceremony

On Wednesday, May 17, the next genera-
tion of professionals who’ll respond to emer-
gency situations were honored with a
pinning ceremony during the final week of
their two-year program at Southwestern
Community College.

Michael Fischer of Sylva, Courtney
Spalding of Cullowhee, Christian Ropp of
Sylva, Renee Provost of Sylva, Andrew Lil-
lard of Sylva and Ethan James of Whittier all
received their pins at the event, which was

held on SCC’s Jackson Campus.

All graduates are eligible to take state and
national certification exams, and they can
find employment with providers of emer-
gency medical services, fire departments,
rescue agencies and many others.

SCC is now accepting applications for
prospective EMS students. For more infor-
mation, contact coordinator Eric Hester
828.339.4277 or ehester@Southwest-
ernCC.edu).
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SCC'’s *Healthcare Scholars’ can get tuition,
expenses covered by Harris, Swain hospitals

Southwestern Com-
munity College stu-
dents aiming to enter
the healthcare profes-
sion can now get their
tuition and other ex-
penses  completely
covered — while also
securing guaranteed
employment after
graduation — through a
new program offered
in partnership with
Harris Regional &

Swain  Community
Hospitals.

The Harris & Swain
Healthcare Scholars
Program provides last-dollar tuition support
as well as funding for books, supplies and
other expenses associated with pursuing a
healthcare career through SCC.

The program is for both prospective and
current students in 10 of the 17 Health Sci-
ences career pathways offered at Southwest-
ern: Nursing; Nurse Aide; Emergency
Medical Science; Medical Assisting; Medical
Laboratory Technology; Medical Sonogra-
phy; Phlebotomy; Radiography; Respiratory

Harris Regional & Swain Community hospitals are offering a new
“Healthcare Scholars” program that will provide last-dollar tuition and
other financial support for SCC students in the Health Sciences fields.

Therapy; Surgical Technology

For more information and to apply for this
program, visit MyHarrisRegional.com/schol-
arship or contact Allie Mathews at SCC
(828.339.4342 or a_mathews@Southwest-
ernCC.edu).

For more information about all of South-
western’s Health Sciences career pathways,
visit SouthwesternCC.edu, call 828.339.4000
or drop by the SCC Jackson Campus in
Sylva.

.H
( CarePartners

HOSPICE

828-255-0231 | missionhealth.org/hospice



https://missionhealth.org/services-treatments/hospice/
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Conservation groups prepare to sue over Nantahala-Pisgah Forest Plan

A codlition of conservation groups sent a
letter to the U.S. Forest Service signaling
their intent to sue unless officialsfix the glar-
ing flaws in the Nantahala-Pisgah Forest
Plan that put endangered forest bats at risk.

On Tuesday, The Southern Environmental
Law Center, on behalf of MountainTrue,
Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society, De-
fenders of Wildlife, and Center for Biolog-
ical Diversity, sent a 60-day Notice of
Intent to Sue, which isa prerequisite to fil-
ing alawsuit under the Endangered Species
Act. The letter explains how the Forest
Servicerelied on inaccurate and incompl ete
information during the planning process,
resulting in a Forest Plan that imperils en-
dangered wildlife.

At its most basic level, the Nantahala-
Pisgah Forest Plan outlines where activities
like logging and roadbuilding are priori-
tized and where they are restricted. The
Plan, published in 2023, will have asignifi-
cant and lasting impact on the beloved
forests and the rare animals and plants that
live there.

But even though these forests are a critical
refuge for hundreds of rare species, the Plan
prioritizes|ogging in the wrong places, even
when it threatens endangered wildlife. For
instance, some of our most critically imper-
iled bats are harmed by logging and need in-
tact mature forests to survive. However, the
Forest Plan aims to quintuple the amount of
heavy logging, including in parts of the for-
est that are vitally important for forest bats.
The Notice of Intent to Sue alleges the For-
est Service had information showing in-
creased risks to endangered species but
withheld that information from the Fish and
Wildlife Service, which oversees endan-
gered species protection.

At every step of the planning process, the
Forest Service ignored public concerns and

the best available science about the new
Plan’s harmsto endangered species. Instead,
the agency used misleading and inaccurate
information to downplay the impacts this
huge increaseinlogging in sensitive habitats
will have on sensitive wildlife. The agency
now has 60 days to reconsider its decision.

Virginia Big-Eared Bat

Statements from the principals

“The Nantahala and Pisgah
National Forests are hometo an
amazing diversity of animals
and plants, including some of
the most critically endangered
species in the country. We can-
not sit back while thisirrespon-
sible Forest Plan ignores the
science, breaksthelaw, and puts
these remarkable species at
risk.” Sam Evans, leader of

mercial logging first, ignored the best sci-
ence available, and is needlessly putting en-
dangered species at risk of extinction. Our
incredibly diverse ecosystems deserve abet-
ter Plan. The people who love and use these
forests deserve a better Plan. And Moun-
tainTrue and our litigation partners are will-
ing to go to court to win a Plan that we can
al be proud of,” said Josh Kelly, Public
Lands Field Biologist for MountainTrue.
“The Pisgah and Nantahala National
Forests serve as anchor points for sensitive
habitat that protects a marvelous array of
plant and animal species, which areincreas-

ingly under
pressure. There-
cently released
Forest Plan
misses the boat
for protecting
key species by
emphasizing ac-
tivitiesthat frag-
ment and
degrade habitat,
especially  for
species that rely
on mature and
undisturbed
forests. The
N.C. SierraClub
will continue to
work to protect
the wildlife and
habitats that we

SELC's National Forests and Parks Pro-
gram, said. “Forest plans are revised only
every 20 years or so, and our endangered
bats won't last that long unless we get this
Plan right.”

“The Forest Service's management plan
for the Nantahala Pisgah National Forestsis
deeply flawed. The Forest Service put com-

o~
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cannot afford to lose,” David Reid, National
ForestsIssue Chair for the Sierra Club, said.

“It is unacceptable that the Nantahala-Pis-
gah Forest Plan puts imperiled wildlife at
even greater risk of extinction. The Forest
Service has blatantly ignored the best avail-
able science and shirked its legal duties to
protect forest resources at nearly every step

of the way in this planning process, leading
to aPlan that prioritizeslogging in the wrong
places and trivializes intact mature and old-
growth forest habitat,” said Jess Riddle,
Conservation Specialist at The Wilderness
Society. “At a time when wildlife species
face unprecedented threat from the climate
crisis, we must do everything we can to pro-
tect the biodiversity that we have. We need
to use every tool in our toolbox to safeguard
healthy, connected nature, including litiga-
tion, if necessary.”

“The Nantahala and Pisgah National
Forests are home to several endangered bat
species that have aready taken aterrible hit
from white nose syndrome, a deadly fungal
disease that infects them while they’re hi-
bernating,” said Jane Davenport, senior at-
torney at Defenders of Wildlife. “ These bats
rely on intact, mature forests to forage and
to rear their young. Heavy logging in some
of their last and best habitat on the East
Coast may tip the populations over the edge.
We must hold the U.S. Forest Service and
Fish and Wildlife Service accountable for vi-
olating their Endangered Species Act duties
to get the scienceright in the forest planning
process.”

“It's outrageous that this forest plan green-
lights a fivefold logging increase in impor-
tant bat habitat even as our bat populations
plummet from disease, habitat loss and cli-
mate change,” said Jason Totoiu, asenior at-
torney at the Center for Biological Diversity.
“This misguided Plan will destroy tens of
thousands of acres and jeopardize species
like the Indiana, northern long-eared, Vir-
ginia big-eared and gray bat. We will ask a
court to step in to protect these highly im-
periled animals.”

Submitted by Karim Olaechea, Deputy Di-
rector of Strategy & Communications of
Mountain True.
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OPINION

What’s new on the plateau L ettersto the Editor

Patrick Taylor
Highlands M ayor

Highlands is moving into a
period of evaluation and re-
flection concerning where we
are as acommunity and where
we should go into the future.

We do this every two years
with the fall municipal elec-
tions.

As of last Friday, Highlands
hasarobust field of candidates

that filed for the three open
board positions. | want to thank
those Town of Highlands residents who filed for the
election. Itisabrave act of citizenship to offer to serve
asan elected official by undergoing the rigorous process
of an election. Whether a candidate is elected or not,
they are all community winners.

| know everyone will look forward to an open discus-
sion of the issues during the period before election day.
Asaways, | will encourage town residents who are el-
igibleto cast their ballots during the early voting period
or on November 7, election day.

Let me clarify what isan eligible voter in amunicipal
election. In the last election, a candidate on Facebook
told people that property ownership in Highlands quali-
fied a person to register to vote. That was not correct.
Voting eligibility is determined by residency, not prop-
erty ownership. That ruleisnot alocal policy; itisinthe
state election statutes. If property ownership was the
standard for registering to vote, somefolks could votein
multiple communities and counties where they own
property.

Voters can vote only in the community where they
permanently reside. An eligible voter does not even
have to own property in the community, only residein a
domicile in that community for the majority of the year.

For instance, a voter in Highlands may not own the
property where they reside in Highlands, but if they rent
or lease wherethey reside, they arefully eligibleto vote
in the municipal election. Furthermore, that person
would also be fully qualified to run for local office.

On the other hand, if a person has moved from High-
lands and now resides in another community, they are
no longer eligible to vote and should change their voter
registration accordingly. Aswe go into this el ection sea-
son, it isimportant that we all understand the rules and
regulations concerning voting and candidate eligibility.

On my AskMayorPat.com website, | posted a video

Patrick Taylor

See TAYLOR on page 11

Women should be allowed to register to serve

The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) has simmered on
the back burner of American politicsfor decades. One con-
cern that has perpetually forestalled enactment of the ERA
isthat women have been wrongly denied theright to regis-
ter for Selective Service. Now, with so many women serv-
ing successfully in the Armed Forces and as members of
the U.S. Congress, the ERA (which requires athree-fourths
majority of the 50 states - or 38 states - for passage) is back
on the front burner for deliberation.

It's been 50 years since the last military draft and still,
the requirement for only male citizens (and male immi-
grants) remains. The U.S. used drafts during the Civil War,
WWI, WWII, and from 1947 until the final draft call on
Dec. 7, 1972. There were 1.8 million draftees (all male)
who served during the Vietnam War, 17,671 of them were
killed, comprising over 30% of the 58-59,000 men killed
in that conflict.

There were eight women killed in Vietnam, the exact
number of men varies along with the precise number of
American soldiers |eft aive in the hands of our enemy or
unaccounted for. The final report submitted by The Select
Committee on POW/MIA Affairs, chaired by Sen. John
Kerry (D-MA) and vice-chaired by Sen. Robert Smith (R-
NH) is a 1,223-page, 1.5-inch thick, 2 |b., 6 oz. book,
printed Jan. 13, 1993, and leaves many questions unan-
swered.

Although there is not presently an active draft, registra-
tion with the Sel ective Service System (an independent fed-
eral agency) remains federal law. In 2022, approximately
15.5 million men, ages 18-25, registered, according to an
agency spokesman.

The all-volunteer military fulfills the country's present
needs and the Selective Service registrations make the
agency ready to hold a draft if the president and Congress
deem one necessary. For a multitude of reasons, all
branches of the military often struggle to meet their desired
quotas.

Regardless of whether someone volunteers or is drafted,
itisan honor to answer the call to duty and | believe women
should no longer be refused the equal recognition, respect
and dignity due them and at the same time appreciate the
opportunity to fulfill a proportionate and measurable obli-
gation to the defense of our nation.

If, parallelling the earliest passage of the ERA, register-
ing for the Selective Service (a small yet essential part of
that process) enhances the final adoption of the ERA, the
path the U.S. Congress must take is crystal clear. Author-
ize women the honor of registering for Selective Service.

David L. Snell — Franklin, N.C.

‘Personalities’ continue to cause division

In response to Bob Scott's (...) latest attempt to stay rele-
vant, I'm wondering what does the library have to do with
Mr. Gaston's recent article about uniting on principle instead
of personalities? First, [Scott] is known for controversy.
Twisting the narrative has become typical for leftists. [ Scott]
claimsthat the many, many parents who resist activists sex-
ualizing children have somehow done damageto thelibrary.
If there is any damage done to the library, the former
Fontana director and current director have themselves to
blame for suddenly targeting children with wokeness that
does not represent this community. Thelibrary hasonesin-
gle job of being stewards of resources and not advancing a
sexual agenda that harms our children.

Second, | and many others will stand with anyone who
fights for children, women, limited government, and less
regulation. It is correct that we should support principle
over personalities becauseit is personalitieslike [Scott] that
continue to tear down society with lies and deception. Be-
cause [Scott] chose to attack another person who disagrees
with him, [Scott] has continued to cause division in Macon
County. To him, | ask, isit the government or parents who
should raise our children?

Warren Bergstresser — Franklin, N.C.

Post-pandemic Pickin’ schedule not working out

This post pandemic era of Pickin' on the Square is not
working out. What used to be aweekly Saturday night event,
held from May through October from 7 to 9 p.m., has now
become a bi-weekly event scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m., inthe
Post Pandemic Era.

First of all, | do not know who actually setsthe event time,
but 6 to 8 p.m. is much sunnier and warmer than 7 to 9 p.m.

Secondly, | do not understand why this can't be a weekly
event again. Very, very seldom have | seen the gazebo area
used on the alternating Saturday nights that it is free to use.
Pickin' on the Square has been going on for 30 years. Why
mess with a good thing? It brings residents and tourists
downtown. They frequent restaurants before the shows and
vendors and coffee shops during the show. If it's a matter of
[money] Mr. Mayor, | assure you that if you passed the hat
amongst the crowd and told that it is to keep Pickin' on the
Square funded, you wouldn't need to budget it in your an-
nual budget each year. Bring back the 7 to 9 p.m., timeframe
please and next year bring back the weekly event. Thank
You.

Ken Bowden - Franklin, N.C.
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LETTERS

Republicans must de-Trump

Kevin McCarthy and other far-right Republicans are re-
maining loyal to Donald Trump. But, their loyalty is
founded on flawed thinking. Did they not watch as one
elected or appointed Republican after another testified to
the January 6 bipartisan committee? No one forced them to
testify. Since then, though, the Special Counsel has required
otherswho were reluctant or refused to testify to comeforth.

Some Republicans have cried out that the Department of
Justice has been “weaponized” by Joe Biden against his Re-
publican rival. Biden would be labeled the all-time political
geniusif he could do that.

How can Republicans survive the damage Donald Trump
has inflicted on them as well as all Americans? The recov-
ery will be painfully slow if they refuse to check into a De-
Trump Clinic.

Someone once told usthat thelieisthe road on which all
sinstravel. Trump promoted the“Big Lie.” It will not stand.
Republicans must de-Trump as soon as possible.

Dave Waldrop — Webster, N.C.

America is our last hope for a great society

El Salvador has imprisoned 40,000 gang bangers. Hon-
duras is building a "Devil's Island" prison for theirs.
Ecuador and Peru are beginning the process. Vigilantes in
Port-au Prince are hacking gangers with machetes in the
streets.

Human rights activists are appalled at the loss of "democ-
racy" even though crime rates are plummeting.

Meanwhile, in the U.S., shoplifting is no longer a real
crime. Self defenseisunder attack, and cashless bail pushes
criminals back to the streets to continue their mayhem and
plunder.

The poor are the most victimized, while most of us get to
view this unhappy scenario from a comfortable distance.

We continue to tout our democratic and capitalistic ideals
asjust the "bestest" and "wonderfullest" way to run acoun-
try or even the world. | hope the proposed "Real History"
movement will finally disabuse us of that misguided notion.

| have travelled alot of the world, and | believe in Amer-

TAY L O R Continued from

page 10
about stopping at stop signs thisweek. Our police re-
ceived acomplaint from acitizen, along with avideo of
amotorist driving right through the intersection at NC
28, Satulah, and South Street. Upon investigation, the
police placed an officer at the intersection in a marked
police car. To the officer’s astonishment, some mo-
torists drove right through the intersection, never heed-
ing any of the stop signs. The officer issued seven
citationsin alittle over an hour.

We have not had a traffic-related fatality in High-
landsin over adecade. | want the community to main-
tain this record of safety. We can all do our part by
following basic traffic regulations. With so many peo-
plein town thistime of year, both motorists and pedes-
trians, it is important that we all follow traffic laws,
especially stopping at stop signs and driving within
speed limits. Let's have a safe season of joy and fun.

icaas our last great hope for a good and great society, but
until we clean up our act so that everyone getsto livein
peace and safety, we will continue to betray those who des-
perately need our protection, care and fellowship.

No neighborhood or school should be less safe than
yours.

"Try that in asmall town?”’

Don't try it anywhere.

Jim Graber - Franklin, N.C.

The Macon County News letters page is a pub-
lic forum open to a wide variety of opinions as a
right guaranteed in the First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution. Letters are neither accepted
nor rejected based on content. Letters must be
signed and contact information provided. Views
expressed are not necessarily reflective of the
opinions of publisher, editor or staff. Writers are
asked to refrain from personal attacks against in-
dividuals or businesses.

N.C. trail project garners
additional grant funding

Additional federal grant funding will be directed toward
amajor trail project connecting Transylvania and Henderson
counties.

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal High-
way Administration (FHWA) has announced the project to
construct the Ecusta Trail between Brevard and Henderson-
ville will receive $21.4 million through its Nationally Sig-
nificant Federal Lands and Tribal Transportation Projects
(NSFLTP) grant program. The project was among seven na-
tionwide to be awarded a combined $130.5 million in NS-
FLTP grants.

“USDOT’srecent investments of over $45 million to con-
struct the Ecusta
Trail will have a
lasting positive im-
pact on mobility,
safety and economic
vitality in Brevard,
Hendersonville and surrounding areas,” said Julie White,
NCDOT Deputy Secretary for Multimodal Transportation.
“The strong, longstanding partnerships between NCDOT
and local |eaders made this possible and will continue to be
crucia aswe implement the project.”

The Ecusta Trail will be constructed along 18 miles of un-
used rail corridor. The project will repair or replace railroad
trestles for bicycle and pedestrian use, reviving the old rail-
road bed into a path for cyclists, hikers and others. When
complete, the path will be a safe alternative to many cyclists
and pedestrians who would otherwise have to share winding
mountain roads with vehicles.

The announcement comes a week after USDOT ear-
marked the same project for $24.5 million in Rebuilding
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity, or
RAISE, grant funding through the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law. That brings the combined discretionary grant funding
total to $45.9 million for the Ecusta Trail. NCDOT partnered
with Brevard on both grants and will administer the project.

For moreinformation on NCDOT Integrated Mobility Di-
vision (IMD) programs, initiatives and partnerships, visit
NCDOT Integrated Mobility Division on the ncdot.gov
website.
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Summer Flowers

Nothing says summer like bright, colorful flowers and this area
is known for its variety of flora. Frequent rains this spring and
summer have contributed to the proliferation of an abundance of
blossoms of all types and sizes. From calla lillies, clematis, cone-
flowers, irises and dahlias, hot summer days are made brighter
with bursts of color. Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or  Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
July 10 - 24. All suspects are
innocent until proven guilty in
acourt of law.

Macon County
Sheriff's Department

July 10

Nathan Roy White, 37, was charged with possession of
stolen goods/property, obtaining property by false pretenses
and possession of drug paraphernalia. Matthew D. Long made
the arrest.

Norman Rozelle Walkingstick, 42, was charged with failure
to appear. Sergeant Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.

William Michael Justice, 43, was charged with assault on a
female. Robert Young made the arrest.

July 12

Tristan Justice Davis, 26, was charged with resist/ob-
struct/delay law enforcement officer and possession of drug
paraphernalia. William R. Younce made the arrest.

Chelsea Briana Heaton, 32, was charged with offense com-
mitted in jurisdiction.

William Dewey Gunnin, 42, was charged with assault on a
female. Robert Young made the arrest.

Keela Gregg Bush, 47, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.

Henry Stacey Phillips, 52, was charged with probation vio-
lation, possession of afirearm by a convicted felon, possession
of a stolen firearm, possession of stolen goods/property, ob-
taining property by false pretenses, possession of metham-
phetamine, breaking and entering and larceny. Jordan C.
Sutton made the arrest.

July 13

Richard Anthony Floyd, 50, was charged with possession of
aschedule Il controlled substance and possession of drug para-
phernalia. William R. Younce mede the arrest.

Christopher Brett Cowart, 33, was charged with assault on a
female. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.

July 15

Hunter Blaine Gihaus, 30, was charged with assault on afe-
male. Sergeant Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.

Tyler Garrett Converse, 30, was charged with offense com-
mitted in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest.

July 16

Alexis Joy Taro, 24, was charged with flee/elude arrest, re-
sist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer, speeding and driv-
ing left of center. Hunter K. Jamison made the arrest.

Erin Lynn Eastbum, 41, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine. Caleb G. McConnell made the arrest.

July 17

Darald Frederick Queen, 43, was charged with violation of
acivil domestic violence order. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor
made the arrest.

July 18

lan Alexander Neal, 35, was charged with larceny of amotor
vehicle, possession of a stolen motor vehicle, breaking and en-
tering amotor vehicle and driving while license revoked. Jor-
dan C. Sutton made the arrest.

Thomas Howard Giesy, 66, was charged with indictment.
Matthew D. Long made the arrest.

July 19
Caleb Vincent Hunter, 33, was charged with offense com-
mitted in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest.

July 20
Daniel Edward William Stanfield, 29, was charged with fail-
ure to appear. Hunter K. Jamison made the arrest.

July 21

Amy Leopard Crawford, 38, was charged with possession
of a controlled substance on prison/jail premises and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

Daniel Standfield, 29, was charged with felony possession of
aschedule| controlled substance, possession of a stolen motor
vehicle, simple possession of a schedule IV controlled sub-
stance, simple possession of a schedule 111 controlled sub-
stance, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 ounce, simple
possession of aschedule V1 controlled substance, injury to per-
sonal property, possession of marijuana paraphernaiaand pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. Eric Duvall made the arrest.

John Delmar Tallent, 43, was charged with trafficking in
methamphetamine, possession with intent to
manufacture/sell/deliver methamphetamine and maintaining a
vehicle/dwelling place for a controlled substance. Eric Duvall
made the arrest.

Levy Malcolm Barry, 41, was charged with resist/ob-
struct/delay law enforcement officer. Joseph A. Raby madethe
arrest.

Daniel Edward William Stanfield, 29, was charged with lar-
ceny of amotor vehicle and altering serial numbers. Sergeant
Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.

Harlie Ronay Smith, 21, was charged with simple assault.
Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.

July 22

David Saguilan Mendoza, 26, was charged with driving
while impaired. Joseph A. Raby made the arrest.

Gregory Thomas Bufkin, 44, was charged with misdemeanor
larceny. Eric Duvall made the arrest.

July 24

Arthur Scott Potts, 34, was charged with assault on afemale
and interfere with emergency communication. Deputy Jacob
P. Ledford made the arrest.

Franklin Police Department

July 17

Gregory Dylan Odonahue, 31, was charged with domestic
violence protective order violation. Justin A. Riles made the
arrest.

July 18

Edwin Michael Fusco, 46, was charged with driving whileli-
cense revoked. Kaitlyn L. Harper made the arrest.

Mario Armando Lopez, 41, was charged with felony assault
by strangulation, simple assault and resist/obstruct/delay. R.S.
Dula made the arrest.

Eduardo L. Contreras, 33, was charged with felony assault
by strangulation, simple assault, resist/obstruct/delay and driv-
ing while impaired. R.S. Dula made the arrest.

July 19
Joy Henley Ogle Hardin, 48, was charged with driving while
impaired. Jonathan M. Lauffer made the arrest.

July 23
Jose Luis Gonzalez Muniz, 50, was charged with felony lar-
ceny and possession of marijuana. R.S. Dula made the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department
July 10

Kaitlyn Marie Moore, 20, of Franklin, was charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, possession of methampheta-

mine, drug equipment violations and possession of metham-
phetamine. A secured bond of $2,000 was set.

Alvin Junior Wilson, 34, was charged with second degree
trespass. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.

Thomas Watson Ward, 37, of Bryson City, was charged with
all other offenses. A secured bond of $250 was set.

July 11

Anthony Keith Welch, 38, of Cherokee, was charged with
injury to personal property, conspire to commit felony larceny,
possession of stolen goods/property, felony larceny, break and
enter a motor vehicle, possession of drug paraphernalia and
felony possession of a schedule | controlled substance. A se-
cured bond of $20,000 was set.

July 12

Lucas Levi Smith, 24, of Asheville, was charged with pos-
session of marijuana up to 1/2 ounce, possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of aschedule | controlled substance.
A secured bond of $2,000 was set.

Fredrick Earl Stillwell, 55, of Sylva, was charged with driv-
ing while license revoked not impaired revocation. A secured
bond of $2,000 was set.

July 13

Edwin Antonio Romero, 43, of Sylva, was charged with pos-
session/sell/buy gun altered serial number, carrying a con-
cealed weapon, possession of drug paraphernaia and
possession of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $50,000
was set.

William Lon Wiggins, 21, of Sylva, was charged with do-
mestic violence protective order violation. No bond was set.

July 14

Jair Antonio Sanchez, 20, of Cullowhee, was charged with
assault with a deadly weapon inflicting serious injury. A se-
cured bond of $50,000 was set.

Marlene Cecile Osorio, 34, of Glenville, was charged with
obtaining property by false pretenses, larceny after breaking
and entering, breaking and entering forcible, failure to appear
for possession of drug paraphernalia and drug equipment vio-
lation. A secured bond of $16,000 was set.

Matthew Paul Leonard, 43, of Cullowhee, was charged with
driving while license revoked not impaired revocation. No
bond was set.

Taylor Michelle Thomas, 27, of Cullowhee, was charged
with possession of a controlled substance on prison/jail prem-
ises, felony possession of a schedule Il controlled substance
and possession of drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set.

Jeremy David Larkin, 50, of Glenville, was charged with
fugitive warrant for possession of weapon/violent crime and
narcotic violation. A secured bond of $15,000 was set.

Jimmy Dale Campbell, 34, of Cullowhee, was charged with
grand larceny, petty larceny and shoplifting. A secured bond
of $!0,000 was set.

July 15

Anthony Brian Feagin, 52, of Summmerville, S.C., was
charged with resisting a public officer, possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz and injury to
real property. No bond was set.

July 16

Faustino Hernandez, 35, of Dillsboro, was charged with vi-
olation of court order. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

Nesta Decater Bradley, 26, of Cherokee, was charged with
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. No bond was set.

Walden Jesse Kimbrough, 48, of Candler, was charged with
driving while impaired. No bond was set.

Destin Wayne Waldroop, 38, of Franklin, was charged with
assault on afemale. No bond was set.

TheMaconGountyNews.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Free Summer Meals offered for Macon County School Students,
Breakfast is served from 7:30 to 8 a.m.; Lunch is served from 11:30 to
12 noon. Nantahala School through July 27, 31; Nantahala Learning
Center, Lunch only 12:30 - 1 p.m., Tuesday-Friday, through Aug. 18;
New Vision Gymnastics 12:30 - 1 p.m., through Aug. 25; and the Macon
County Library Lunch 11 to 11:30 a.m. through July 31.

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To re-
serve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the fol-
lowing information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; allergies in the
family; and any specialty items needed, like diapers, etc. Pick up is at
Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road.

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church Food Pantry will be held on
Wednesday, July 26, from 4 to 6 p.m. The church is located at 86 E.
Hickory Knoll Rd. For more information, call the church at(828)369-9300
or Jannie at (813)305-9433.

Free concert by world renowned organist, Freidemann Stihler Fri-
day, July 28, 7 p.m. He plays a wide variety of musical types. It will be
at First United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. The public is invited. For more
information, call (828)524-3644.

Frankllin Covenant Church Drive Through Hot Lunch, Food Pantry
Items and Prayer as Requested will be held on Saturday, July 29, start-
ing at 11a.m. The church is located at 265 Belleview Park Rd.

MidDay Music at Frog Quarters Halfback Music Showcase will be
held on Saturday, July 29, begining at 11 a.m., at Friends of the Green-
way, 573 E Main St., Franklin down by the river bridges in town. Music
events at Frog Quarters are free.

91st Annual Green Family Reunion will be held on Sunday, July 30,
12:30 in the Louisa Chapel Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. Bring a
dish, dessert to share, drinks and paper products will be provided.

Heartland Band Old Time Gospel Singing will be held on Friday, Aug.
4 and 18 6to 8 p.m., at West Franklin Church, located on Sloan Rd.,
next to the Forest Service Office. All are welcome.

Extension Agent Kim Terrell will present a Beginner Water Bath
class on Canning Pickles will be held on Thursday, Aug. 3, from 10
a.m. to 12 p.m. Learn the basics of canning dill pickles and take home
ajar at the end of the class. The class will be held at the Macon County
Cooperative Extension Office at 193 Thomas Heights Rd., Franklin. For
more information or to pre-register, call (828)349-2046.

Memorial United Methodist Church Drive Thru Dinner will be held
on Saturday, Aug. 5, from 5-7.

Hyatt Family Reunion will be held on Saturday, Aug. 5, gathering 11
a.m., lunch begins at noon, Qualla Community Center, 128 Shoal Creek
Church Loop Rd., Whittier, next to Shoal Creek Baptist Church, off High-
way 441 near Cherokee. Bring a covered dish to share. Bring photo-
graphs, letters, memorabilia, and other items that represent the Hyatt
family. Bring copies of past to present photos of your family for a projuect
that will be created the day of the reunion.

The Franklin High School Graduating Class of 1968 will hold its 55th
reunion at the Holly Springs Community Center, Sept. 23, from 2 to 6
p.m. RSVP to Conley Shope (828)371-7558 or (828)349-9759.

Nantahala Hiking Club will host NC Wildlife Biologist Justin McVey
on Thursday, Aug. 10, 6 p.m., at the Macon County Public Llbrary. McVey
is an expert on bear habitat and behaviors. He shares examples of how
to safely live with wild black bears. All are welcome to join and bring a
neighbor. Must be present to win the free raffle valued $20. The library
is located at 149 Siler Farm Rd..

Open Mind Discussion Group for those interested in the writings of
Zacharia Stichin, Graham Hancock, Paul Wallace and other autors. For
more information contact openmindfranklin@gmail.com

Nantahala Hiking Club Silver Striders Walks/Hikes are held on

Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. The hikes are led by two NHC mem-
bers, Kathy Ratcliff and Beverly Upson. The walks/hikes are three miles
long and are usually local. Examples: Winding Stair FS Road, Coweeta
Lab, Greenway, Wallace Branch, Tessentee Bottomland. For more in-
formation, call Jack Blake at (828)421-5661. Leave a message and he
will get back to you.

Thursday Painters meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main in Franklin. All skill levels are
welcome. Free to the public. Bring your project, supplies and a bag
lunch. For more information, call (828)349-4607 or
28734pm@gmail.com

Historic 1895 T.M. Rickman Store is open Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
at 259 Cowee Creek Rd. Built in 1895 the store is full of historical infor-
mation, displays. Music in the mornings and music jams begin at noon.
Limited parking with additional parking available at Cowee School Arts
and Heritage Center a short walking distance.

In Home COVID-19 and Flu Vaccinations available for adults ages 65
and older. Drive through clinics will be offered in the fall. For information
or to schedule an in-home vaccine, call (828)349-2058, ext. 2280.

International Cultural Exchange Services (ICES) seeks host families
for the 2023/24 School Year. Students are 15-18 years old and from Eu-
rope, Asia and South America. Students have their own health insur-
ance and money to pay for their expenses. Family application process
includes completing online application, reference checks, background
checks and a home visit interview. Families can host for a full school
year or semester program and do not need to have children or teens in
their homes. Ongoing Support is provided to the family and student
throughout the student’s stay. For more information, call Donna Bell
(828)421-8843; or email dbell@icesusa.org; or www.icesusa.org.

Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteers needed for Troop 2996 in
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or email
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is open Wednesday through Saturday from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina and all over the
world.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thursdays, 6
to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off McCollum
Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Anyone under 18
years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For more information,
call (828)349-6109.

Crawford Senior Center officers a variety of classes to older adults
in Macon County. Classes include arts, crafts, exercise, and more. They
also offer a variety of support groups: dementia caregivers, visually im-
paired persons, grief support and multiple sclerosis support group. For
more information, call (828)349-2058 ext. 0.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, July 30, at 11 a.m.,Guest speaker
Frank Smith 11l will present a talk entitied “Me to We Transition.” The
center is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restau-
rant. For more information or to stream services go to SpiritualLight-
Center.com.

Ellijay Baptist Church Vacation Bible School will be held on Aug. 5
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. All children 4 and up are invited to attend.

“If My People” Revival with Dr. Greg Mathis will be held on Aug. 13
through 16 at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing Arts. Dr.
Mathis is the senior pastor at Mudcreek Baptist Church. Prayer warriors
and community choir members needed. For more information, call Mike
Wilson at (828)482-2093 or Colman Buchanan at (828)347-5653.

Calvary Baptist Church holds services as follows, Sunday School 10
a.m., morning worship Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

Prentiss Church of God Sunday worship service begins at 10:30 a.m.,
and streamed online on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page.
Sunday School for all ages begins at 9:30 with coffee and donuts at 9
a.m. Connect groups, Bible study and youth gathering will resume in
August. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington
Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D'Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an inclusive faith community
that celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing jour-
neys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call (828)342-
0546.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin Services are held Rite I, 8
a.m. without music and Rite II, 10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday.
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and sec-
ond and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd.
Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website:
www.allsaintsfranklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on YouTube
search "All Saints Franklin".

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church is lo-
cated at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

ANSWERS
FOR PG. 22
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Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper is headliner for Mountain Heritage Day

Michael Cleveland and his band Flame-
keeper will be the headline musical act for
this year's Mountain Heritage Day at West-
ern Carolina University to be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 30, from 10 am.to 5 p.m.

Cleveland, widely considered the blue-
grass fiddler of his generation, began play-
ing thefiddle at age four. In 2006, he formed
his band Flamekeeper, seven-time recipients
of the IBMA's “Instrumental Group of the
Year” award.

Band members include Josh Richards,
Nathan Livers, Jasiah Shrode and Chris
Douglas. In addition to touring with his
band, Cleveland has performed with a leg-
endary list of bluegrass greats including
Vince Gill. Cleveland has also been recog-
nized 12 times as the IBMA's Fiddle Player
of the Year and in 2018 wasinducted into the
National Fiddlers Hall of Fame. His record-
ing “Fiddler's Dream” was nominated in
2018 for a GRAMMY for Best Bluegrass
Album, and in 2019, he won a GRAMMY

Alongside the musical stages will be arts
and crafts booths, children's activities, her-
itage demonstrations, Cherokee stick ball
games, a chainsaw competition, wagon
rides and a classic car and truck show. Ad-
mission is free as is parking and shuttle
service.

The festival, which began in 1974, con-
tinues its legacy of highlighting traditional
folk arts and skills, Cherokee crafts, clog-
ging and storytelling.

Morethan 120 arts and crafts vendors will
be on hand with creations ranging from fur-
niture and jewelry to leather goods and met-
alwork. Vendors will offer a variety of
festival food, with favorites ranging from
fry bread, kettle corn and homemade ice
cream to funnel cakes and barbecue.

“Western Carolina University is honored
to host Mountain Heritage Day once again
to the community and beyond,” said WCU
Chancellor Kelli R. Brown. “Celebrating
the diverse culture being displayed through

for hisalbum “Tall Fiddler.”

Michael Cleveland and his band Flamekeeper will be the headline musical act for this year's insightful presentations will forever be spe-

. Other pefformersto takethe Stagein0| ude  Mountain Heritage Day at Western Carolina University to be held on Saturday, Sept. 30, from 10  Cial in thi§ |0V9|Y areawelivein.” .
singer, songwriter and mandolinist Darren  a.m. to 5 p.m. Pictured from left to right are bandmembers Nathan Livers (vocals, mandolin); Mountain Heritage Day goes on rain or
Nicholson, who has embarked on asolo ca-  Chris Douglas (vocals, bass); Cleveland (fiddle, vocals); Josh Richards (vocals, guitar); and  shine, and everyoneisinvited to bring lawvn
reer after his departure from Balsam Range, ~ Jasiah Shrode (banjo).

the award-winning quintet he helped to

found more than 15 years ago. Following the  year.

chairs or blankets for comfortable seating.
Dogs on leashes are allowed, with water and

gospel, isavital part of theevent which cel-  comfort stations provided. For more infor-

release of three singles, Nicholson released The music of Mountain Heritage Day, ebrates Southern Appalachian history and mation and updates, visit www.mountain-
his solo album “Wanderer” in June of this which ranges from bluegrass to folk to culture. heritageday.com.
The 14th annual season of Concerts onthe Creek  from 7-9 p.m. at the Bridge Park in Sylva, from Me-
continues on Friday, July 28, with the band Lua morial Day through Labor Day.
Flora from 7-9 p.m. at the Bridge Park stage in Everyone is encouraged to bring a chair or blan-
Sylva. ket. These events are free but donations are encour-
Lua Florais the soundtrack of your favoriteday- aged. Dogs must be on aleash. No smoking, vaping,
dream. The Asheville-based group’s sun-kissed coolers or tents are allowed. Food trucks will be on
melodiesarerooted in the harmoniesof Appalachia,  sitefor this event.
rhythms of the West Indies, and lyricism of Ameri- These concerts are organized and produced by the
can folk. Releasing acollection of singles, LuaFlora  Jackson County Chamber of Commerce, the Town
has collaborated with Sons of Paradise, Richard of Sylvaand the Jackson County Parks and Recre-
Vagner, Victor Rice, and Karl Vincent Roth (of Sat-  ation Department.
sang). With stellar reviews from publications such For more information, call the chamber at
as Face the Current and Top Shelf Music, the outfit  (828)586-2155, visit https://www.moun-
has established its unique yet home-like voice. tainlovers.com/concerts-on-the-creek/ or Concerts
Concertson the Creek are held every Friday night  on the Creek’s Facebook page. e
ua Flora

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN

35% 40% 40% 20%

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

87°/66° 87°/66° 88°/66° 90°/66°

Eric
Lawn mowers, Trimmers
Chainsaws, Etc.

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Rhino’s Power

Equipment Repair
828-557-0198

Rhino’s Small Engine Repair

27 Dairy Barn Loop | Franklin, NC 28734


https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://highlandernc.com/
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Zahner Lecture Series ‘Archaeoastronomy
In Southwestern North Carolina’ August 3

The Highlands Biological Foundation’s
annual Zahner Conservation Lecture series
has two more lectures remaining this season.
On Thursday, Aug. 3, at 6 p.m., the next pub-
lic program will feature Drs. Jane Eastman
and Brett Riggs of Western Carolina Uni-
versity (WCU) as they present “ Archaeoas-
tronomy in Southwestern North Carolina.”

In ancient Cherokee

Distinguished Professor of Cherokee Stud-
ies at WCU, and he has made significant
contributions to the understanding of Re-
moval-era Cherokee archaeology and docu-
mentary sources, influencing the expansion
of the NPS Trail of Tears National Historic
Trail in North Carolinaand Tennessee. Prior
to joining WCU, Riggs was a Research Ar-
chaeologist and As-

perspective, the mat-
ters of this world, the
Above World and the
Beneath World inter-
twine, and Cherokee
peoples constructed
ritual landscapesto en-
gage the beings and
forces of these realms.
Recent investigations
in the Little Tennessee
River Valley have re-

sistant Professor in
the Research Labora-
tories of Archaeol-
ogy at the University
of North Carolina,
and he previously
served as deputy
Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer
and Archaeologist
for the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians.

vealed one such land-
scape that marks
astronomical phenom-
ena and bespeaks so-

Drs. Jane Eastman and Brett Riggs will offer
insights into the rich cultural heritage of the
Cherokee people for the next program in the
Zahner lecture series.

This program is
generously  spon-
sored by Suzanne &
Don Duggan, Julie

phisticated systemsfor

measuring calendrical time and the cycles
central to Cherokee life. These patterns in-
dicate complex observational sciences that
guided functions of indigenous societies
long before European contact. This program
will offer insights into the rich cultural her-
itage of the Cherokee peoples and their his-
torical, sacred landscapes.

Dr. Jane M. Eastman is an Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department of Anthropology
and Sociology and Director of the Tali Tsis-
gwayahi Archaeological Collections Facility

Farrow, Florence &
Tom Holmes, Ruthie & Franko Oliver,
Adele & Nick Scielzo, and Margaret Waters,
and asmall reception will follow. All arein-
vited to participate in HBF sfree Zahner lec-
tures which will be held at the Highlands
Nature Center on Thursdays at 6 p.m.
through Aug. 10. To preview HBF's full
Zahner lecture lineup, visit www.highlands-
biological.org. The Highlands Nature Cen-
ter is part of the Highlands Biological
Station, a multi-campus center of Western
Carolina University.

at WCU. Dr. Eastman has
been deeply involved in the
study of Cherokee archaeol-
ogy, culture, and language
revitalization and served as
the Director of WCU’s
Cherokee Studies Program
for 14 years. Most recently,
Eastman has been involved
in testing and data recovery
of Cherokee ancestral sites
on WCU'’s campus and re-
mote sensing at several for-
mer Cherokee town and
mound sites. She is cur-
rently interested in land-
scape archaeology,
especially the sacred aspects
of landscapes and cosmol-
ogy. Eastman is applying
that interest to exploring
Western North Carolinaasa
Cherokee sacred landscape
and teaching about cos-
mologies around the world.

Joining Dr. EastmanisDr.
Brett Riggs, an esteemed ar-
chaeologist and expert inthe
ethnohistory of the Chero-

kee and Catawba peoples.

Dr. Riggs is a Sequoyah Eastman & Riggs working on an archaeological site.

Macon Family
Practice

Steven
Schweinshaupt, MD

Family Physician

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
AND WALK-INS

4| Macon Center Drive
Franklin, NC

828.369.0909
maconfamilypractice.com

To find out more, you can call us at:
828-634-6640 or
HOP Hotline 828-278-9900

www.mppnhc.org



https://maconfamilypractice.com/
https://www.woltz.com/auctions/1018/
https://mppnhc.org/
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Jackson Chamber holds ribbon cutting for Mountain Projects

The Jackson County Chamber of
Commerce Ambassador Team held a
grand opening/ribbon cutting ceremony
on Thursday, June 1, for their friends and
members at Mountain Projects.

Located at 154 Medical Park Loop in
Sylva, Mountain Projects is a commu-
nity based non-profit organization,
founded in 1965 as a Community Action
Agency, that provides vital services to
the elderly, disadvantaged and general
public in Western North Carolina.
Mountain Projects serve over 15,000
people each year. They provide services
such as counselors, Circles of Hope, nu-
trition, senior center services, food serv-
ices, foster grandparents, Head Start,
rental assistance, senior companion
services, self-help housing, substance
prevention, low income, and family sup-
port.

For more information, visit their web- From left are Jackson County Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors Steve Baxley, Natalie Newman, Chelsea Allman and Mountain Projects Board Chair
site at https://mountainprojects.org/ or Carl Mathews, Linda Outlaw- Board member, Nicole Parton, Paula Robinson, Patsy Davis, Executive Director, Chamber Ambassadors Marne Harris,

call (828) 586-2345.

Laurie Bryson, Matt Saenger and Patrick Dowling; back row from left are Chad Hall, Mark Pilon, and Tracy Rodes, board member.

Sundaze Tanning is located at 1781 Georgia Road. Contact them at (828)200-2207 with questions or to make an appointment.

Sundaze Tanning salon
opens on Georgia Road

The Franklin Chamber of Commerce joined with family,
friends and staff to celebrate the opening of Sundaze Tan-
ning located at 1781 Georgia Road.

Sundaze Tanning is owned and operated by Aleah Hursey.

“I am so excited to be a part of the Franklin business com-
munity. This has been a dream of mine and is now reality.
We offer a tanning option for everyone from level 1 beds to
level 4 bed. Our boutique is clean, fun and affordable with
knowledgeable staff to assist you in all your tanning needs.
Drop by Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., or
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We offer single visit for
that one-time event or packages for that golden summer tan,”
said Hursey.

The staff can be contacted by calling 828-200-2207 to
make appointments or ask questions. You can also visit their
social media on Facebook or Instagram at Sundaze Tanning.

TheMaconCountyNews.com

The Gemstone Gallery specializes in fine jewelry

The Franklin Chamber of Commerce
joined with The Gemstone Gallery on
Highlands Road owner, Varshana Dho-
lakia, recently for a ribbon cutting cele-
bration. The Gemstone Gallery is located
at 15 Birch Lane, just off the Highlands
Road, in Franklin, NC.

“We specialize in fine jewelry in gold
and silver and a large variety of cut gem-
stones. We offer a large collection of min-
eral specimens, gemstone beads, wood
carvings and artwork in gemstones said
Dholakia. “We offer custom work by ex-
perienced jewelers onsite, as well as, jew-
elry repairs.”

Drop by Wednesday thru Sunday 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m., March through December, or
make an appointment to visit or talk about
a special piece by calling (828)342-3135.

The Gemstone Gallery is located at 15 Birch Lane, just off the Highlands Road.
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Opal Blevins Sumner

Opal Blevins Sumner, 90, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away Sun-
day, July 23, 2023. She was born
June 13, 1933. in Madison County,
Kentucky, to the late Elias and
Mary Harris Blevins. She was
married to J. C. Sumner, who pre-
ceded her in death.

She grew up in Kentucky, was a
nurse and a homemaker, and loved
Jesus Christ with all her heart. She
loved the Kentucky Derby and N
C. State and Kentucky State col-
lege basketball.

In addition to her parents and
husband, she was preceded in
death by a daughter, Suzi Kinamon.

She is survived by her children, David Blevins, Patti Taylor and
Mary Antoine (Danny); grandchildren, Jodi Libasci (Jeremy),
Aleah Hursey (Nathan), Jonathan Taylor (Anna), Hali Nordan
(Devin), Lydia Shook (Travis), Crystal Olmstead (Michael), Tracy
Grilliot (Nico), Quashona Antoine and Julia McRae; 18 great-
grandchildren; and one brother, Ralph Blevins of Franklin.

A graveside service will be held Thursday, July 27, at 11 a.m. at
Woodlawn Cemetery, with Rev. Danny Antoine officiating. Pall-
bearers will be Danny Antoine, Travis Shook, Jeremy Libasci,
Cohen Libasci, Brody Libasci, Caden Mason, Nathan Hursey and
Reed Shook.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving the Sumner family.

Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Opal Blevins Sumner

William Deryl Brendle

William Deryl Brendle, 72,

passed away July 4, 2023, at Bap-
tist Memorial Hospital in Mem-

phis, Tenn.
He was a graduate of
Greenville  Tech College-

Greenville, S.C. He was a me-
chanic and owned and operated
his own business for many years.
He was a disabled Vietnam vet-
eran, lifetime member of the local
DAYV, and a member of Charity
Baptist Church in Pontotoc,

Miss.

He is survived by his wife of
53 years, Patricia Brendle; his
daughter, Melinda Brendle Kilbourne (Matt); chosen daughters,
Amanda Harper (John) and Maggie McElwee; son, Ryan Brendle;
sisters, Joyce Brendle Meadows and Pauline Brendle Terrell;
grandchildren, Marcus Gregory, Jamie Green, Alyssa and Brock
Harper, William and Esmeralda Zaragoza, and Marvin Marlar;
great-grandchildren, Kaylee Anna Green and many more; and
many other special ones.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Columbus B. Brendle
and Hazel Brendle Parker; his stepfather, Henry Parker; and his
siblings, Sue Ann Sams, Columbus Brendle Jr., Myrtle Wofford,
Jimmy Brendle and Roy Brendle.

Services were held Saturday, July 8, at Charity Baptist Church-
Pontotoc, with Bro. Kevin Merritt officiating. Burial followed in
Charity Baptist Church Cemetery. Pallbearers were Derrick Berry,
Greg Griffen, Ryan Brendle, Brock Harper, Keith James, and Josh
Hupp

Tutor Memorial Funeral Home of Pontotoc is in charge of
arrangements.

William Deryl Brendle

Eileen Rose Morris Benkis

Eileen Rose Morris Benkis, 80,

of Franklin, N.C., passed away
Saturday, July 22,2023.

She was the daughter of the late
Charles Morris Sr. and Mary Eliz-
abeth Litter Morris. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents and
husband, Edwin Benkis.

Edwin and Eileen owned and
operated Uniform Plus, Inc, in
Franklin. They were licensed
HAM radio operators with high

honors, Eileen’s call was K04DI
and Edwin’s call was W2HTI.
She was recognized by the Pi-
catinny Arsenal Officers Club. She didn’t know a stranger; she
could talk to anyone. She was quick-witted and loved to read. She
was very proud of her family and loved her children and grand-
children dearly.

She is survived by her six children, David Leadbeater (Gloria)
of Ozone Park, N.Y., Brian Leadbeater (Colleen) of Orlando, Fla.,
Linda Leadbeater-Hoffart (Jerome) of Asheville, Jennifer Benkis of
Franklin, Lynne Benkis of Franklin, Donald Benkis (Elaine) of
Athens, Tenn., her seventh child, Andy Benkis of New Jersey pre-
ceded her in death; 11 grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; sib-
lings, Carolyn Pellegrino of Pennsylvania, Maryann Aiello of
Connecticut, and Charles Morris Jr of New Jersey.

A celebration of life will be held Friday, July 28, at 1 p.m., in the
Chapel of Macon Funeral Home. A gathering of family and friends
will follow the service at Macon Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to St. Jude’s Hospi-
tal, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or Friends of the Li-
brary, 115 Highlands Rd, Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences at www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is handling the arrangements.

Eileen Rose Benkis

Sandra ‘Sandy’ Weber Waldroop

Sandra “Sandy” Weber Wal-
droop, 81, of Franklin, N.C.,
passed away Wednesday, July 19,
2023.

She was the daughter of the late
Proctor L and Bennie Mae Stalvey
Hamrick. She loved gospel music,
Elvis, and the Statler Brothers. She
attended Maiden’s Chapel
Methodist Church.

She is survived by her husband,
Steve Waldroop; daughter, Deanna
Weber-Hollihan (Jay Morgan);
son, Dwight Weber; grandchildren,
Kayleigh Kling (Jessica Kling),
Darrin Weber, Nikole Weber, Ron Sandra Weber Waldroop
Loop; sisters, Linda Selph, Sharon
Flippen (Bill); niece, Laura Hamrick; sister-in-law, Barbara Ham-
rick; four great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held Monday, July 24, at Maidens
Chapel Methodist Church Cemetery with Rev. Stephanie Thomp-
son officiating.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle * Rabun Gap, GA 30568

Annie Lee McGaha Olive

Annie Lee McGaha Olive, 74,
of Raleigh, N.C., passed away on
June 25,2022.

She was born on March 1,
1948, in Franklin, N.C., to the
late R.L. and Mattie Pearl Bryson
McGaha. She had the privilege of
living around the world as her fa-
ther in the U.S. Army. She grad-
uated from high school in 1966
from Karlsruhe American High
School in Karlsruhe, Germany
and from Western Carolina Uni-
versity in 1970 with a degree in
elementary education. The sum-
mer after college, she heard Billy
Graham deliver the good news of the gospel and after attending
a local church and speaking with the pastor, she realized she was
a sinner and called on Jesus to save her.

She began her teaching career in 1970 in Ramseur, N.C. In
1972, her roommate set her up on a blind date with her future
husband and the rest was history. She took a hiatus from teach-
ing in 1976 to begin raising her family, eventually returned to
teaching and retired after a full career in 2012. Many of her stu-
dents still kept in touch over the years and shared that she was
their favorite teacher. She was involved in many ministries in the
community including Child Evangelism Fellowship where she
held countless Backyard Bible Clubs; taught Sunday School and
Vacation Bible Schools at various churches; served in the nurs-
ery loving on newborn babies; served in multiple nursing homes
sharing the good news of the gospel with residents; attended
Bible Study Fellowship; faithfully attended prayer meetings and
supported Women of Hope (formerly known as Hannah’s Proj-
ect) with Trans World Radio. She was lovingly known as
GranAnnie to her grandchildren and they will forever remember
their weekly “GranAnnie Days.” She loved traveling and spend-
ing time in Pine Knoll Shores with her husband in their retire-
ment. She took every opportunity to share the love of Jesus with
anyone she met.

In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by her hus-
band of almost 50 years, Jerrel Olive.

She is survived by her children, Robin Sarine (Andy), Laura
Faw (Chris), Johnson Olive, Rebekah Dillow (Chris); grand-
children, Wesley and Adeline Sarine, Olivia and Jacob Faw and
Ellis Dillow; her brother, Bill McGaha (Stephanie) and nephews
Jeremy McGaha (Christie) and Andy McGaha; grandnieces and
many special cousins.

A memorial service was held on Friday, July 1, 2022, at Apex
Funeral Home with the Rev. Brad Talley officiating.

In lieu of customary remembrances, memorial contributions
may be made in Annie Olive’s name to Women of Hope, a min-
istry of Trans World Radio online at https://twr.org/project/twr-
women-of-hope.

TheMaconCountyNews.com

Annie Lee Olive

OPEN 7 BAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES,SHOPS & RV PARK



https://whistlestopantiquesnc.com/
https://themaconcountynews.com/
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Denny Hamlin wins
HighPoint.com 400 at
Pocono Raceway

Holly Cain — NASCAR Wire Service

Denny Hamlin prevailed in a tight door-to-door bump-and-
go pass on Kyle Larson with seven laps remaining to claim a
historic all-time best seventh NASCAR Cup Series victory at
Pocono (Pa.) Raceway — the win in Sunday’s HighPoint.com
400 also marking Hamlin’s 50th career trophy and second of
the 2023 season.

The race ended under caution for a last lap incident else-
where on track, and the Pocono crowd voiced its displeasure,
booing loudly as Hamlin’s No. 11 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota
led the field to pit road at the 2.5-mile track after the checkered
flag. Hamlin, 42, maintained the action was just close-quarter
racing for a win. Larson, who finished 21st after the contact,
disagreed and was none too happy with his good friend and
golf partner.

“Both guys wrecked themselves,” Hamlin said of Larson
and the contact he had earlier with Larson’s teammate Alex
Bowman. “There was a lane. He [Larson] missed the
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corner first and evidently didn’t have his right side tires
clean and when he gassed up and got going again, you
have an option in those positions to either hold it wide
open and hit the fence or lift and race it out.

“Those were choices they made. I didn’t hit either one
of them. Didn’t touch them.”

“I love it, I love it,” Hamlin said, acknowledging the
boos. “I thought we had the best car and the strategy
worked out. Just so happy we’re winning these races we
should win.”

Larson, the 2021 NASCAR Cup Series champion, did
not mince words after climbing out of his No. 5 Hen-
drick Motorsports Chevrolet. Instead of a Top-5 finish —
or possible victory — he recovered from the incident to
cross the finish line 21st.

“First off, really proud of my team, they got us in po-
sition to race for the win,” said Larson, who did earn the
Stage 2 win — his third of the year. “We got spun early [in

Denny Hamlin, driver of the #11 Mavis Tires &amp; Brakes
Toyota, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Cup Series HighPoint.com 400 at Pocono Race-
way on July 23, 2023 in Long Pond, Pa.

Photos by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

With five races remaining, Suarez dropped to 18th in
the championship standings and his deficit to 16th place
McDowell now stands at 23 points.

The summer run to the Playoffs continues next week
with the Cook Out 400 next Sunday afternoon at Rich-
mond (Va.) Raceway (3 p.m. ET, USA Network). Kevin
Harvick is the defending race winner. Kyle Larson won at
Richmond this Spring.

the race] and the car was never really the same after that,
but we played the strategy really well to get us up there. Just
unfortunate.

“I’ve been cost a lot of good finishes by him throughout my
career, and I know he says that I race a certain way, but I don’t
think I’ve ever had to apologize to him about anything, not that
I’'m sure he’ll say ‘I’m sorry” after this but it is what it is.

“Just move on and try to go to Richmond, where we won
earlier this year.

“It is what it is. ... All the buddies know, Denny’s always
right. ...I’'m not gonna let it tarnish our friendship off track.

“I think at this point I have the right,” Larson said of poten-
tially racing Hamlin differently on track going forward. “Like
I’ve said, I’ve never had to apologize to him about anything
I’ve done on the racetrack. I can count four or five times where
he’s had to reach out to me and say, ‘sorry I’ve put you in a bad
spot there.” So eventually, like he says, you have to start racing
people a certain way to get the respect back.”

Hamlin earned Toyota its 600th career win in the three
NASCAR national series combined and led his Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing teammate Martin Truex Jr. across the finish line. Tyler Red-
dick, who drives for the 23X1 Racing Toyota team that Hamlin
is part-owner of, finished third. Stewart-Haas Racing’s Kevin
Harvick and the remaining two JGR cars of rookie Ty Gibbs
and Christopher Bell rounded out the Top-6.

Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Harrison Burton and Hendrick’s Chase
Elliott rounded out the top-10. It marked the second top-10 of
the season for the 22-year old Burton. And the effort from El-

liott leaves him 59-points out of the 16-driver Playoff pool with
five more regular season races remaining for the 2020 series
champion to race for another trophy, after missing six races in
2023.

Elliott’s Hendrick Motorsports teammate, the race polesitter
William Byron, led the most laps (60) of the day, but finished
24th. He now trails Truex by 30 points for the regular season
title.

Varying pit strategies — and in particular on the final green
flag run - changed the leaderboard in the last 30-40 laps of the
race. Some drivers that hadn’t run top-5 all day postponed their
last stop hoping for a caution flag. However, the day’s strongest
cars were in position to settle the trophy; some — such as Lar-
son and Hamlin - on a two-tire pit stop and some — such as
Truex and Byron - with four fresh tires.

There were 11 cautions on the day and incidents on three
consecutive restarts after the Stage 1 break impacted the Play-
off situations of multiple drivers.

The first re-start following the Stage break not only involved
the Stage 1 winner Joey Logano, but also collected Trackhouse
Racing’s Daniel Suarez who went into the race a mere 1-point
behind Michael McDowell for that 16th and final Playoff po-
sition. McDowell’s car suffered some damage too, but he was
able to drive on. Logano’s No. 22 Penske Racing Ford was
towed back and repaired but Suarez’s No. 99 Trackhouse Rac-
ing Chevrolet pit needing extensive work and ultimately drove
back to the garage.

Austin Hill wins explore the Pocono Mountains 225

at Pocono Raceway for fourth Xfinitiy Series victory

Austin Hill survived an early race pit road speeding penalty,
gambled on fuel strategy and prevailed in an incredible wheel-
to-wheel run to the checkered flag in overtime to claim his
fourth NASCAR Xfinity Series victory of the season in the Ex-
plore the Pocono Mountains 225 at Pocono (Pa.) Raceway on
Saturday.

As important as the victory for the 29-year old Georgia-na-
tive his good day combined with an uncharacteristic disap-
pointing day for his closest rivals in the NASCAR Xfinity
Series championship standings gave him a huge boost in the
points with only seven races remaining to set the 12-driver
field. He trailed championship leader John Hunter Nemechek
by 33 points before the green flag and took the checkered flag
now only 13 behind.

On a dramatic at times chaotic overtime re-start, Hill had to
get around the day’s most dominant driver, JR Motorsports
Josh Berry. His No. 21 Richard Childress Racing Chevrolet
was behind Berry on the restart and gave him a big push at the
green flag, but Berry got loose and Hill got around him to lead
his first lap on the afternoon.

Both Berry and his JRM teammate Justin Allgaier hit the
wall in separate accidents on the final lap bringing out the yel-
low flag and the race ultimately ended under caution with Hill
out front.

“We didn t have the best car all day,” Hill said. “Andy [Pe-
tree] and all the guys back at RCR engines worked really hard.
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We got the car better. | thought we were maybe a top-five or
top-seven car. | didn t think we had anything for the leader
today.

“Onthat restart he droveinto one and got redlly loose into the
entry... and we drag raced down the backstretch and once |
cleared him [Berry] | knew | just had to hit my marks.

“Such aspecial win,” he added. “ Obvioudy with fuel sav-
ing, we didn t know if we were going to makeit and it wason
my mind going into the Tunnel Turn (Turn 2) that | had to get
back to the start-finish line. | had enough fuel to do a burnout
so we saved enough.”

It was especially heartbreaking for Berry, who dominated all
the race’'s mgjor statistics. For the first timein his career he
swept both Stage wins. And he started from pole position for
thefirst timethisyear, leading arace high 51 of the 92 Iaps. He
finished 24th after his No. 8 JRM Chevrolet trailed up track
and into thewal| racing Hill - bringing out thefina caution that
ended the race.

“Just awild restart there,” said Berry, who will take over for
retiring NASCAR Cup Series champion Kevin Harvick inthe
No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford next year.

“The 21 [Hill] was behind me and gave me a really good
push but pushed me a little longer and harder than | wanted
into Turn 1 and got me into the marbles .. | was able to battle
back and race with him. Tried to time the run, but got there a
little quicker.

“ Just aracing deal,” headded. “Hatewedidn't get thefin-
ish we deserved today. Just really proud of the car we brought
today and | know if we continueto have that kind of speed we’
[l win plenty of races. Just atough way to end but still alot of
positives from the day.”

His JR Motorsportsteammate Sammy Smith finished second
to Hill, followed by former NASCAR Cup Series champion
Chase Elliott, who was competing in hisfirst NASCAR Xfin-
ity Seriesraceintwo years driving the No. 17 Hendrick Mo-
torsports Chevrolet in apaint scheme honoring histeam owner
Rick Hendrick’slate son, Ricky Hendrick, apopular NASCAR
competitor.

Stewart-Haas Racing's Riley Herbst finished fourth, also
coming out on the right side of fuel-save gamble. Kaulig Rac-
ing s Daniel Hemric wasfifth.

“We finished fourth and that's what we needed at a track |
don’t particular love, “ Herbst said. “ Lucky to get out of here
with a Top-5.”

The effort was good enough to keep Herbst in the points pic-
ture for the championship. Heisranked 12th, the final Playoff

transfer position, 26 points ahead of Parker Kligerman, who
finished ninth Saturday.

Sammy Smith, Brandon Jones, Brett Moffitt, Kligerman and
another NASCAR Cup Series regular, Daniel Suarez, who
drovefor Kaulig Racing rounded out the Top-10.

A mid-race incident with two of the three championship
|leaders, Nemechek and third place Cole Custer, changed the
complexion on the regular season title chase. On arestart just
over halfway through the race, with both Nemechek and Custer
running inside the Top-10, Nemechek hit the wall and washed
back across the track, his Toyota hitting Cole Custer s Ford.
Custer was third in the championship entering the race.

Both teams made quick repairs to the cars, but they were
non-competitive for the remainder of the

over Zane Smith atop the NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series
championship heading into the regular season finale next week
at Richmond (Va.) Raceway.

“| felt like | did everything right,” continued Heim, who
drives the No. 11 TRICON Garage Toyota. “ Seemed like we
had about five lapsin thetruck beforeit started tightened up re-
ally bad on me. | redlly did get the run | wanted out of 1 and
knew his straightaway speed was really good. | was alittle
upset initially but realistically, | would have done the exact
same thing. Heat of the moment deal there.

“Looking back onit, I've just got alot of respect for Kyle. |
raced for him for two years and he was really good to me and
raced me with respect today. He'sahard racer and didn’t wreck

race. Nemechek finished 32nd and
Custer, 33rd.

Seven races remain to set the 12-dri-
ver championship field. Next week the
NASCAR Xfinity Seriesresumes action
next Saturday in the Henry 180 on the
Road America road course in Elkhart
Lake, Wisc. (3 p.m. ET, NBC).

Kyle Busch wins CRC Brakleen 150 in

Craftsman Truck series

In what was both a thrilling and his-
toric afternoon at Pocono (Pa.) Raceway,
Kyle Busch earned a hard-fought winin
Saturday’s CRC Brakleen 150 with alast
lap passfor his Kyle Busch Motorsports
team’s milestone 100th series victory in
the NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series.

Busch made adaring movelow on se-
ries championship leader Corey Heimin

Turn 2 “The Tunnel Turn” of the iconic
2.5-mile track, got around cleanly and
motored off to a.604-second win in the
No. 51 KBM Chevrolet to at last secure
that unprecedented 100th victory for his
decorated team. It marks the second win of the year in five
truck starts for Busch, 38, a two-time NASCAR Cup Series
champion.

“It’'s pretty cool, we' ve been around for along time, but it's
been fun, said Busch, who contributed 64 of those 100 wins
himself and now has three at Pocono.

“A great ride. Obvioudly, this [Chevrolet] Silvarado today

was really really fast, just

mired in traffic. Couldn’t
find a way to make a clean
move so had to make alittle
bit of aracey one, alittle bit
of a dicey one there at the
end getting into two. Heim
ran a great race. We just
needed this hundredth win to
get it over with.

“Redlly proud of the guys
and everybody at KBM,” he
said, adding, “It's a monu-
mental day, a century mark
of being able to win a hun-
dred truck races. We're a
small team, just onethat per-
formsinthetruck series.”

Eighteen drivers con-
tributed to that grand win
total for Kyle Busch Motor-
sports — including Heim,
who finished runner-up to
his former boss on Saturday

Austin Hill, driver of the #21 Global Industrial Chevrolet, lifts the Pocono 225 trophy in victory lane
after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series Pocono 225 at Pocono Raceway on July 22, 2023 in Long

Pond, Pa.

after leading arace best 27 of
the 60 laps.

“Just unreal,” said Heim,
who holds a 42-point lead

Kyle Busch, driver of the #51 Zariz Transport Chevrolet, celebrates with crew and fam-
ily in victory lane after winning NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series CRC Brakleen 150
and Kyle Busch Motorsports' 100th win in the NASCAR Truck Series at Pocono Race-
way on July 22, 2023 in Long Pond, Pa.

usfor thewin and | probably would have done the same thing.
Redlly sucks, redlly thought we had it there.”

Heim's TRICON Garage teammate Taylor Gray finished a
career best third place with another NASCAR Cup Seriesfull-
timer, Christopher Bell in fourth place in the Hattori Racing
EnterprisesNo. 61 Toyotaand Grant Enfinger rounding out the
Top-5 in the No. 23 GM S Racing Chevrolet.

Ty Majeski, Christian Eckes, Dean Thompson, 2021 series
champion Ben Rhodes and Matt DiBenedetto completed the
Top-10 on Saturday.

It was Heim's closest championship challenger that domi-
nated early at Pocono. Zane Smith, whose 19 |apsled was sec-
ond only to Heim, won both stages (his third and fourth of the
season) giving him bonus points to seemingly narrow the
championship gap.

That pit strategy, however, left him vulnerable in the rear of
the field during that final stage and he was among 10 carsin-
volved in an incident with eight laps remaining that brought
out a13-minute red flag period.

Smith’'struck wastoo damaged to finish therace, aswasan-
other championship hopeful, Stewart Friesen. Thereigning se-
ries champion now shows up at Richmond alongshot to claim
theregular season trophy, but heisone of four driverswith two
wins on the season — second best to Heim's three victories.

Pole winner, 22-year old Nick Sanchez was involved in an
accident just prior to the* big one” and took out hisfellow front
row starter and rookie Jake Garcia.

Heading into the Richmond regular season finale, three-time
former series champion Matt Crafton holds an eight-point ad-
vantage over Friesen for that final 10th place Playoff transfer
Spot.

The seriesracesin the Worl dwide Express 250 at Richmond
Raceway on Saturday night (7:30 p.m. ET, FS1) to formalize
the 10-driver Playoff field. Chandler Smith is the defending
race winner.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE aNswers oNPG. 15

STATEPOINT

CROSSWORD

THEME: FINISH THE LYRICS
ACROSS

1.*Backin ___ Ihitthe sack"

6. Lavatory, abbr.

9. Arctic floater

13. Revered Hindu

14. Three, to Caesar

15. Poison ampules, e.g.

16. Neckwear option

17. *'Sometimes it's hard to be
awoman, giving ____your love
to just one man"

18. Most populous country

19. *"It's going down, I'm yelling

21.# 'Sugarpie honeybunch

you know that|

23.Acton 10U

24. Spanish sparkling wine

25.Mel ___, Giant Hall-of-

Famer

28. Garbage in, garbage out, acr.

30. *'If everybody had an ocean
the U.S.A., then every-

body d be surfing"

35. Less than average tide

37. All's opposite

39.  ,Wind & Fire

40. Gas station brand

41. Bottom-ranking employee

43. *'The future's not ours to

see, que

44, Coffee, whisky drink

46. African river

47. Part of a sweatshirt, some-

times

48. - -at, drumroll

sound

50. Please get back to me, acr.

52. 007, for one

53. Impulse

55. Consume food

57.*I'mgoingto____,I'm

gonna mess around"
61. *"And Twill
64. Do penance

65. Melvin Purvis' org.
67. High school balls

69. Goes with shaker

70. Cardinal, color

71. Lock horns

72. Eurasian duck

73. Pop-ups, e.g.

74. Earp of the Wild West

DOWN

1. Undergarment

2. Catalog

3. Fungal spore sacs
4."  atthebit"

5. Soldier's knapsack
6. Pinocchio, e.g.

7. Be unwell

love you"

8. Pancho's last name
9. Like certain print
10. *"Here's a story of a lovely

11. Assortment
12. Genesis twin
15. Fast and lively, in music
20. Giving a once-over
22. Spermatozoa counterparts
24. Reassert

25. *'Believe it or not, I'm
walking "
26. Sailor's cry firmal"
27. Like an |mpl|ed agreement
29. *"You're here, there's noth-
ing | fear, and | know that my
heart will "
31. Possible al aIIergy symptom
32. Black and white treats
33. Leather razor sharpener

34. *'Will the real Slim ___
please stand up"

36. Well-mannered Emily
38. Adult elvers

42. Live it up

45. Mooring rope

49. Though, shortened

51. Another name for papaw
54. Below, prefix

56. Be a slowpoke

57. Jellies' seeded cousins
58. A-bomb particle

59. Sheltered nook

60. Was aware of

61. Gives a hand

62. Lotus position discipline
63. Censor's target

66. *'I'm friends with the mon-

ster that'sundermy "
68. Salon offering

Macon County Animal Services,
Open M-F by appointment only, call
(828)349-2106.

Pictures of Lost and Available Pets,
www. facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices

Daisy is a 2 year old,
spayed Brindled hound
mix. She gets along
well with most dogs.
She is scared of men,
but will come around if
given some time.

Punkinis a1 and
a half year old tor-
toiseshell cat.
She is spayed
and very friendly.

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15
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Sevices __________________Jj Garage & Yard Sales [l Real Estate

GIBSON'’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No
Job Too Small, Free Esti-
mates. Call Rick Hall
(828)371-3566.

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing, decks
and RV’s you name it. | can
bring my own water and your
estimate is free! For any ques-
tions call (828)200-5298. We're
happy to help!

ASHE PAINT, STAIN, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning,
Quality Guaranteed, Affordable,
Dependable Service, Residen-
tial/Commercial, Exterior/Inte-
rior, Log Homes & Decks.
(828)506-1641.

THE DUCT GUY HVAC Duct-
work & Dry Vent Cleaning. Win-
dow & Pressure Washing.
FREE Estimates. Insured & Ex-
perienced! Call (828)342- 5540.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.

GRADING, FINISH Grading,
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524- 8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.

MELTON’S ROOFING Gutter
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your
Roof and Gutter Needs.

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO.In-
terior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper
removal, Log Homes, Decks,
Insured. Free estimates.
(828)332- 0525, (828)421-8600.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional Service Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully
insured. 20+ years experi-
ence. (845)807-1326.

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL
Pumps, Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

FREE ESTIMATES Rain Gut-
ter Clean Out. Yard Clean Up
& Care, Mulch. Pressure
Cleaning. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-
5273.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance, Firewood and
Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.

Community Fundraisers

BINGO American Legion Hall,
614 W. Main St., Every Wednes-
day. New Hours Early Bird 4:30
to 5:30, Regular Session 5:30,
Snack Bar Available.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL Res-
cue Thrift Store, Open Tuesday
thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm, 1521
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-3046.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building Ma-
terials, Doors & Windows, Appli-
ances & More! (828)524-5273.
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main
St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.
10-4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

Boats & Campers

REDUCED! 2005 FLEET-
WOOD Terra 32S, 42K miles,
new tires, new Seatcraft reclin-
ers, 50-inch TV in living room,
24-inch in bedroom, new floors,
lots of updates. $27,500, call for
more info. (828)371-7284.

15’ FISHING BOAT Rinkerbuilt,
New Battery, Fair Condition,
85hp Mercury. $1,500.
(828)349-0061.

FRIDAY, 28 & SATURDAY 29,
8am-3pm, 94 Dan Mar Rd., off
Addington  Bridge, Fishing
Boat, Motor, Trailer, Riding
Mower, Household, Kids Toys,
Clothes, Misc. Lots of Good
Stuff.

HUGE MOVING SALE! 2214
Allison Watts Rd, Franklin, Fri-
day & Saturday July 28 & 29,
9am-5pm, 2017 WildWood
Camper wi/slide-outs, 2006
Cub Cadet Commercial riding
mower, John Deer riding
mower w/pull trailer, New inflat-
able 4 person hot tub in box,
Other outdoor misc items, &
tools. Furniture sets, bedroom
sets, recliners, sectional couch,
dining room table and chairs,
kitchen appliances, dishes,
pots and pan sets, Corning
wear, numerous TV’'s, game
consoles, electronic devices,
bedding, new brand name
clothing,  shoes, purses,
women’s wigs, makeup, boxes
are labeled from .50 each and
up! So so much more to list!
You Don’t Want to Miss This
One! Every Thing Must Go!
Follow 64W turn on West Old
Murphy Rd. and follow the
signs. No early birds! No hold-
ing items.

Misc. For. Sale

$1 DVD’s, DVD Box Sets, Golf
Clubs, Bags, Balls & More.
Uncle Bill’'s Flea Market Booth
44B.

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS Gl
Boot, OCP Scorpion Multi-
Cam Marpat Camo, Nets,
Ammo Can’s, Uniforms,
Vests, Packs Field Gear, Gl
Wool Blankets. 3 Day Assault
Pack, W/C Poncho Liner/Woo-
bie. We Buy, Trade All Types
Military Clothing, Field Gear.
Open Mon.-Fri., 9-6 Sat 9-5,
329 Bennett Ridge Rd.,
Franklin, NC, (828)349- 3140.

LIVE IN-HOUSE AUCTION
Friday July 28, beginning at 6
p.m., at Boatwright Auction in
Franklin NC. Spectacular se-
lection of items to be sold! Gor-
geous selection of furniture,
rare primitive items, advertis-
ing, new Case pocket knives,
jet ski, beautiful glassware,
and More! Come enjoy the
thrill of a live auction! If you
can’'t make it out, no problem,
bid online in real time,
boatwrightauction.hibid.com.
For information, contact
Boatwright Auction, 34 Tarheel
Trail, Franklin NC. (828)524-
2499. NCAL Firm 9231

RV/TINY HOME LOTS for
sale. $40k-$50k/ea. Each lot
comes with water, power, and
septic run to each lot. Lo-
cated in Franklin, NC.
(828)200-0161. Go to our web
site for directions and more
info. www.TinyMountainEs-
tates.com

Commercial Rentals

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Depot St., $350 monthly, In-
cludes Water & Electric,
(828)421-7332. Leave a mes-
sage.

JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES 5
females, 2 Males, Wormed, 1st
shots, Ready to Go. (706)782-
3306 or (706)982- 3549.

FREE ROOSTERS to good
homes. Some hens also avail-
able with a Rooster. (828)200-
5101.

FREE KITTENS to good
homes. Beautiful colors. Cali-
cos, orange tabbies, and grey
and white tabbies. (828)200-
5101.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG Walk-
ers Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.

LOOKING FOR A LOVING Pet
or Lost Pet. Macon County Ani-
mal Services, Open M-F by ap-
pointment call (828)349-2106.
Pictures of Lost and Available
Pets, www.facebook.com/ma-
conanimal

SUBSCRIBE!

12 Months - $29.00
6 Months - $16.%
3 Months - $11.90

(includes tax)
The Macon County

& Shopping Guide
26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

News
Classifieds
Real Estate
Obituaries

Sports
Dining

OFF ROAD ANYTHING!

SUSPENSION LIFTS  LEVELING KITS
BUMPERS « BIG RIMS & TIRES

828-349-4500

9957 Georgia Rd.

In Otto Since 998! Otto, NC

Complete
Tree Removal

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

| I—
=

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

The Macon County

OO 20 WORDS oopine Guide
$8 P OR LESS maconcouna;;rl\‘e::s(;g(:n:il.com



https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://treeservicefranklinnc.com/
https://www.franklinbodyshopnc.com/

And so much more! Find out at

SmokyMountainArts.com
1028 Georgia Rd « Franklin, NC « Local 828.524.1598 - Toll Free 866.273.4615



https://smokymountainarts.com/
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