
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met on Monday night
for its regularly scheduled meeting. During the public com-
ment session several residents spoke about the proposed cuts
in the music program at Mountain View Intermediate (MVI)
for the upcoming school year.  

Mr. Parker said that he felt that music is necessary as a
coping skill for many students. He expressed to the board
that they should not cut music from the curriculum.  In her
comments, Sarah Johnson said that children benefit from a
well rounded band and chorus class. She added that there
are many talented children in Macon County schools, and
that other than once per week, as they do in elementary
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Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer

The crux of one aspect of the Macon County School
Board of Education meeting discussion, June 26, was the
potential benefit of combining Union Academy (UA) with
Franklin High School (FHS) as part of the new FHS build-
ing project. In the words of Macon County Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) Chairman Jim Breedlove, “Combining Union
Academy and Franklin High School is a very favorable
thing to look at regarding increasing the probability of re-
ceiving the [$50-60 million] grant [from the State].” 

Macon County Schools Superintendent Dr. Chris Bald-
win added, “You may recall, I believe it was in February
when we began to look at the possibility of consolidation of

See MERGE page 2

On Thursday, June 8, Liz Cannon, president of the North Carolina VVA State Council presented Vietnam vet-
eran Warren Dupree, of the local Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 994, with an Achievement plaque
and medal. The award is given to a person that has made outstanding contributions to the VVA. Among
his other achievements, Dupree wrote stories for “Brothers & Sisters Like These” recounting his experiences in
Vietnam. PIctured are Cannon, Dupree, and Jack McManus, president of VVA Chapter 994.

Cuts to music program 
at MVI being considered 
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school, music class should be held more often at MVI. 
Music Teacher Maggie Jennings asked that music not be

terminated at MVI.  She explained that restructuring chorus
and band down to one teacher will result in 5th graders hav-
ing combined band and chorus only 15 days per year. She
went on to explain that one person cannot put on programs
and teach music with such a short time span. 
Jeremiah Jennings, a rising 5th grader, believes that MVI

students should have the opportunity to have chorus and the-
ater for more than 15 days per year.  Heather Johnson felt that
there is no reason to cut chorus as it is relatively inexpensive,
as there are no instruments to buy except possibly to pay for
music rights. She went on to say it is very cathartic for chil-
dren.  School Board Chairman Jim Breedlove announced that
the board was not going to address the matter at this meeting,
but would perhaps consider taking it up during July’s meeting.

Community Eligibility Provision
Next up was a discussion regarding Community Eligibility

Provision.  The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a
non-pricing meal service option for schools and school dis-
tricts in low-income areas. CEP allows the nation’s highest
poverty schools and districts to serve breakfast and lunch at no
cost to all enrolled students without collecting household ap-
plications. Instead, schools that adopt CEP are reimbursed
using a formula based on the percentage of students categor-
ically eligible for free meals based on their participation in
other specific means-tested programs, such as the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary
Assistance For Needy Families (TANF).  
The new rules propose to expand access to the Community

Eligibility Provision by lowering the minimum identified stu-
dent percentage participation threshold from 40 percent to 25
percent, which would give states and schools greater flexibil-
ity to choose to invest non-federal funds to offer no-cost meals
to all enrolled students. As a result, more students, families,
and schools would have an opportunity to experience the ben-
efits of the CEP, including access to meals at no cost, elimi-
nating unpaid meal charges, minimizing stigma, reducing
paperwork for school nutrition staff and families, and stream-
lining meal service operations.
As of now, East Franklin Elementary and Union Academy

already offer free breakfast and lunch to all students.  Franklin
High School (FHS) and Highlands School offer free break-
fast. Macon Schools Child Nutrition Director David Lightner
explained that if Macon Schools can get 40% of students who
qualify for free and reduced lunch to enroll in the program,
Macon Schools would be eligible for free breakfast and lunch
for all students. That would only be a 5% needed increase.
Buncombe County already has a school wide free meals pro-
gram through CEP. 
Lightner stated that those families receiving SNAP, TANF,

certain Medicaid programs, or were homeless, foster and run-
away are all eligible. They simply have to fill out an applica-
tion to qualify. These applications are sent home with the
students at the beginning of each school year. Students who
received free or reduced meals last school year must still fill
out a new application for the new school year. A 30-day grace
period is in place for those who previously qualified for free
meals from last year.

New high school could merge two schools
The Macon School Board is hoping to receive a grant that

would be used to help build the new high school in Franklin.
One of the criteria for qualifying for this grant is that the
county would have to merge two schools on one campus.  The
school board voted to merge FHS with Union Academy
should the grant be received. The board should know if they
were awarded this money by sometime in September. 
The next School Board meeting is on July 24.

[the schools] to put us in a better position to win that needs-
based public school grant. One of the qualifiers for the grant
is consolidation of two schools. 
“For LS3P [architectural firm overseeing the FHS project]

to move forward with planning of incorporating UA with
FHS as part of the new project, the Board of Education has
to approve the consolidation,” Baldwin added.He also em-
phasized that it has been challenging to envision combining
the two schools, including developing a computer lab suffi-
cient to meet the varied educational needs of both entities,
among other tasks. 
BOE member Hilary Wilkes also added that while initially

skeptical about the initiative to combine the two schools, she

Continued from page 1MERGE is now nboard. 
“I think we can also report from the Liaison Committee

that we had a very extensive meeting about, specifically,
the merging of the two schools … I had some doubts, but
after coming out of that meeting, it really did seem like
there was a consensus that it was the right thing to do,
going forward – even without the grant being involved – I
think it’s going to be the best choice,” said Wilkes.
Breedlove expressed the Board’s intent, contingent on

Macon County Commissioners moving forward, that it
supports consolidation of the two schools as part of the
overall FHS project effort. BOE member Stephanie Laseter
moved that “we combine Franklin High School and Union
Academy, contingent on the approval of the [County]
Commissioners.” After Wilkes seconded the motion, a vote
was taken, which passed unanimously. 

SCC’s Project SEARCH grads ready for the world 
Family, friends and de-

voted supporters com-
pletely packed the Burrell
Conference Center rooms
on May 11 and erupted in a
loud cheer when six blue-
clad graduates emerged
through the front doors.
During a one-month

span loaded with honorary
ceremonies at Southwest-
ern Community College,
this one – for the innova-
tive Project SEARCH pro-
gram - easily had the
highest supporter-to-grad-
uate ratio.
Project SEARCH allows

young men and women
(ages 18-30) with disabili-
ties to gain marketable em-
ployability skills through
classes and hands-on in-
ternships, and this year’s
graduates made a lot of
friends along the way.
All the graduates took a

turn at the microphone
reading prepared state-
ments that captured just what Project SEARCH meant to
them.
“I learned how to work hard, and I tried to make my fam-

ily and teachers happy,” said graduate Jeremiah Hammond,
who’s already secured his first job – working at Ingles in
Franklin.
Launched in 2014, SCC’s Project SEARCH program has

empowered dozens of students to exceed all expectations
with many of them securing employment and learning to
live more independently.
One of this year’s graduates who’s done just that is Alex

Styles of Bryson City. The day before graduation, she took
and passed her driver’s license exam. She’s also landed a
job at Ingles in Bryson City.
“I used to think I couldn’t work there because of the num-

ber of people,” Styles told the crowd. “But now I can
process things better, and I know I can handle it. I am be-
coming more independent and braver.”
Working with the students on a daily basis this year at

SCC were Devonne Jimison, who serves as SCC’s College
& Career Readiness Director, and Alexa Lockhart, Project
SEARCH Skills Trainer.
Students served internships in the Business Office, Café

’64, Holt Library as well as other departments on campus.
One of those was Sylva resident Julia Rouse, who helped

out with SCC’s Public Relations department.
“I am proud of myself for talking more,” Rouse said. “I

want to thank my parents for supporting me.”
Connor Karcher of Franklin said: “I hope I get a job work-

ing with animals.”
Jimison, who has headed up SCC’s Project SEARCH pro-

gram since its launch, said this year’s graduates made an im-
pact on the college’s Jackson Campus.
“Just looking around the room during our graduation cer-

emony, you could see just how much these students mean to
their families and friends who attended the event,” Jimison
said. “A lot of people were wiping away tears of joy and
pride in what these students have accomplished. We are so
proud of every single one of these graduates.”
SCC’s Project SEARCH program is made possible

through partnerships with WestBridge and Vocational Re-
habilitation.
Applications are being accepted now for the 10th class of

SCC’s Project SEARCH program. For more information,
contact Jimison at devonnej@SouthwesternCC.edu or
828.339.4361.

Southwestern Community College’s Project SEARCH graduates include, from left: Julia Rouse of
Sylva, Alex Styles of Bryson City, Jeremiah Hammond of Franklin, Andy Watty of Sylva, Maria Mar-
tinez of Bryson City and Connor Karcher of Franklin.
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Town of Franklin plans full slate of activities for Fourth of July Celebration
The Town of Franklin has finalized its

plans for the annual Fourth of July Festivities
and Fireworks Over Franklin.
The celebration kicks off at 11 a.m. on

Tuesday, July 4th with a traditional patriotic
parade. 
“Franklin’s July 4th celebration is a true,

small-town experience for all ages,” said
Mayor Jack Horton. “The Town Council and
its employees are planning a Fourth that is
open to everyone —veterans, children, resi-
dents, visitors, and even pets have the oppor-
tunity to take part in the parade and all
activities as we celebrate our Nation’s 247th
birthday,” said Horton. 
This year Main Street will be closed to traf-

fic for the daytime festivities beginning at 10
a.m. Signage will be in place to direct visitors
to parking in the downtown area.
“Franklin hosts one of the few parades in

the country that everyone can actually partic-
ipate in,” said Amie Owens, Town Manager.
“If you would like to be part of the parade, be
in the lower parking lot of Town Hall at 10:30
a.m., to line up.”  
Entrants can walk, drive or ride and are en-

couraged to show their patriotic pride by don-
ning red, white and blue.
This year, the Parade will leave Town Hall,

travel down Main Street and
disband at First Citizens Bank.  
“Following the parade

everyone can enjoy one of our
July 4th traditions in Franklin.
The Town will be serving free
watermelon and bottled water
as long as it lasts,” said
Owens.  The Town of Franklin
has worked to expand the July
4th festivities and a food court
will be featured this year on
Iotla Street. Participating ven-
dors will be Ben’s Backdraft
Barbecue, Franklin’s Chick-
fil-A, Kona Ice, and Sweet
Caroline’s Ice Cream.
Franklin Fire & Rescue will
also be grilling hotdogs as a
fundraiser for the department.
Other fun activities planned

include free contests for youngsters and pets
shortly after the parade ends. The Little Miss
& Mr. Firecracker Contest is open to all girls
and boys ages 3 to 6.  It is patriotic in nature
with entrants are judged on their patriotic at-
tire and a simple question.  
Following will be the Patriotic Pet Contest,

so the public is invited to deck out your pets
out in red, white, and blue for this fun event. 
Both events are free, and no preregistration

is required. Simply stop by the gazebo stage
following the parade for the contests.
Kids can also enjoy free inflatables and a

water feature from Franklin Fire & Rescue to
cool off on what is traditionally a warm day in
the mountains. Participants should dress ac-
cordingly.
The Ruby Red Cheerleaders will also be

performing near the Gazebo on the Square at
1 p.m., in the afternoon.
Activities will then take a breather as the

Town of Franklin prepares for Fireworks
Over Franklin. The display begins at 9:30
p.m. and will be held at 15 First Street on the
Whitmire property in East Franklin located
near the Highlands Road and East Main Street
intersection.
“We are working with a new company this

year to produce our fireworks display,” said
Owens. “Deep South Fireworks
from the Macon, Ga., area has
planned an incredible show fea-
turing approximately 2,500
shots.” 
If you’re wondering if you

have a good vantage point to
view the fireworks display,
Owens said that test fireworks will be fired at
9 p.m. and 9:15 p.m.
“You should be able to view the display

from many different locales in East Franklin
and even from Town Hill,” said Owens. 
A perimeter around the site will be secured

and spectators will not be allowed to park or
walk close to the launching site. Any unau-
thorized vehicles in the safety zone will be
towed. 
Prior to the fireworks display, the Town of

Franklin will host a live radio broadcast on
WFSC Radio beginning at 8:30 p.m. At 9:30

p.m. WFSC will air a soundtrack for the fire-
works display. Tune radios to 104.9 FM for
both the live broadcast and fireworks sound-
track.
“The Town of Franklin is certainly very

pleased to host these events for our residents
and visitors,” Mayor Horton said. “We cer-
tainly welcome everyone to enjoy this special
celebration with us.”
For additional information call (828) 524-

2516. Details are also available online at
TownofFranklinNC.com or Facebook
@FranklinNCEvents.

The Town of Franklin invites the
public to participate in a patri-
otic parade on the 4th of July. In-
dividuals, families and pets can
line up at Town Hall decked out
in red, white and blue at 10:30
a.m., for a parade start of 11 a.m.

The Town of Franklin is offering free watermelon and bottled
water as long as supplies last at the 4th of July celebration on
Main Street.

https://mppnhc.org/
http://mountainartisans.net/
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Early morning pursuit results in damage of Hyatt Road businesses
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

While most of Macon County slept during
the early morning hours of Friday, June 23,
officers with the Franklin Police Department
(FPD) were in pursuit of a suspect who was
damaging property in Franklin. 

FPD’s Chief Devin Holland explained.
“At approximately 4:01 a.m., Franklin Po-

lice Department officers responded to a local
bank [First Bank] in reference to a male sub-
ject that was hitting the ATM with a hel-
met. As one of the officers arrived at that
location, they observed a pick-up truck
abruptly leaving the parking lot and travel-
ing in a very erratic and reckless
manner. The officer activated blue lights and
siren; then, a vehicle pursuit ensued, which
came to an end in the parking lot of the
Franklin Chamber of Commerce.”

What happened next resulted in signifi-
cant damage. He continued, “The suspect
then drove the pick-up in reverse into the
front entrance of the Franklin Chamber of
Commerce building.  The suspect was taken
into custody without incident.”

Upon further investigation, the officer
learned that the front and rear entrances of
First Bank were also damaged “from an ap-
parent vehicle collision,” said Chief Hol-
land. “The suspect was identified as Kurt

Erwin Boitin, 55, of Otto.  Boitin was
charged with felony flee to elude, felony ma-
licious conduct by prisoner, defacing public
building, and two counts of injury to real
property.” 

Chief Holland explained that the FPD’s
officers were assisted in the pursuit of the
suspect by the Macon County Sheriff’s De-
partment. 

Boitin is being held in the Macon County
Detention Center under a $12,000 secured
bond, said Holland. 

Linda Harbuck, executive director at the
Franklin Chamber of Commerce since the
early 1990s, explained that she received a
call just after Boitin was arrested. 

“It was pretty traumatic when I pulled up
in the parking lot and saw the blue lights

flashing and the building wide open. But I
was also very thankful it didn’t happen when
employees were working. There were no
personal injuries. We’re safe and that’s all
that counts. Everything torn up can be
fixed.” 

Chamber employee Cindy Cavender’s
husband, Ken, and son, Jeremy, operate a
general contracting business. Before day-
light, the Cavender father and son team went
to work securing the front of the facility. 

“Instead of two doors, we have a single
door that people can come in and out for
now,” said Harbuck, who noted that the
Chamber has operated in the building for the
past six years. “They [Ken and Jeremy
Cavender] immediately went to work clean-
ing up and securing it to the point of safety.
But it’s only temporary. The whole front en-
tryway will have to undergo a renovation.
Extensive damage occurred. We don’t yet
have estimates of how much it will cost or
how long it will take. The good thing is that
no merchandise or anything in the offices
were damaged.”

Harbuck reiterated the relief she feels that
the damage occurred during off hours. 

“We’re blessed in many ways. That could
have been a real disaster had we been open.
If it was going to happen, the timing could-
n’t have been better for us.”

At left, the double doors at the Franklin
Chamber of Commerce were caved in as a
suspect backed into the building in an ef-
fort to elude police at 4 a.m. Friday morn-
ing. Above, both the front doors and the
back doors of First Bank were damaged al-
legedly by the same suspect.
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Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
Tom Peeling might sell home-grown fruits 

and vegetables along with his wife Becky’s 
baked goods on Saturday mornings at the 
Franklin Farmer’s Market, but the retired jour-
nalist’s true passion began when he was a 
child. During the 1968 presidential campaign, 
his mother allowed him to stay up late and 
watch her hoped-for candidate Ronald Reagan 
on television, and the balloons, confetti, and 
hoopla “fascinated” him. 

Then, during the 1972 Nixon-McGovern 
race, Peeling picked up his first two political 
campaign buttons – one from each party. How-
ever, it was two years later, when he was 17 
and stumbled upon an old wooden cigar box 
in his grandfather’s attic and found a few 
dozen 1900-1920 era campaign buttons, ones 
featuring such presidents as Theodore Roo-
sevelt and William McKinley, that collecting 
political items “really got going.” 

Peeling’s collection includes thousands of 
items, primarily political buttons and ribbons, 
but also any type of household or gimmicky 
product sporting a political message or figure. 
His focus has always been on his favorite pres-
ident, Theodore Roosevelt, and 30 years ago 
he became the president of the American Po-
litical Items Collectors’ (APIC) Theodore 

Roosevelt Chapter, and is the editor of the 
APIC’s quarterly publication, “The 
Keynoter.” Because he has been collecting for 
so long, Peeling is able to answer questions 
online and in-person at political collectible 
shows nationwide regarding anything 
Theodore Roosevelt related.  

“I especially like the Rough Rider stuff,” 
said Peeling. “Anything that has to do with 
him when he was running for governor of 
New York.” 

Presently, he has about 30 trays of politi-
cally themed buttons arranged by category: 
Theodore Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln, Pro-
hibition, Independence Day, V-Day, and more. 
He also collects politically themed ribbons 
and pins. A favorite is from Argentina, when 
Roosevelt visited there in 1913. “It’s in Span-
ish and the paper on the back reads, Made in 
Argentina.”  

“There aren’t many campaign buttons any-
more because once television became the 
campaign medium, they weren’t needed as 
much,” said Peeling about his collection. 
“From around the late 1800s to 1940s, buttons 
were really popular.” 

He owns some buttons that are double 
sided, with a presidential candidate on one 
side and his running mate on the other. Some 
buttons have the two faces on the front and are 

called jugates. Sizes range from 7/8-inch size 
to about 6 inches in diameter. The most 
sought-after buttons and ribbons are from a 
particular event. He even has some unique but-
ton items, such as a photograph of Abraham 
Lincoln that is attached to a clasp and affixed 
to a bracelet woven out of human hair.  

“Everything I have tells a story, and I like to 
imagine the person who wore the button … 
who felt so strongly about a candidate that they 
wore that person’s likeness.” 

Original buttons can be purchased for as lit-
tle as $15 up to thousands of dollars. The most 
money that Peeling believes has been paid for 
a button is $180,000 – for a rare 1920 cam-
paign button showing James M. Cox and his 
running mate,  Franklin D.  Roosevelt. Of 
course, Cox did not win, but Roosevelt even-
tually did, and the button also became valuable 
because only a few were produced.  

“You don’t have to be wealthy to collect po-

litical buttons,” said Peeling. “You can look 
for them at antique and thrift stores and es-
tate sales and collectible shows. But some 
items do become expensive if they are 
rare.”  

Part of what APIC imparts to collectors 
is how to determine a political item’s au-
thenticity. Peeling said it is important to 
learn whether a button, for example, is 
original or a reproduction. 

Twice a week, he joins with others 
around the country in a Facebook group 
session that enables individuals to learn 
what each person has and is willing to sell 
or trade.  

While most of today’s political cam-
paigns are more apt to print stickers or t-
shirts, Peeling has picked up some modern 
buttons – such as when Madison Cawthorn 
was campaigning.  

“And I may go to South Carolina next 
year, since that is where the first primary 
is, to see if they have any,” he said.  

Peeling has been visiting Franklin from 
Florida since 1972, when his parents 
bought 3.5 acres and an old cabin. In 2006, 
he and his wife built a home. Three years 

ago, they moved to the area permanently and 
he began plying his skills at gardening.  

“I grew up in the nursery business and have 
a plant background. I love to put seeds in the 
ground. And last year I bought a greenhouse. 
I was giving away so many vegetables to 
friends, neighbors, and a food pantry, and my 
wife and I canned 160 jars of items last year, 
that I decided to start selling some plants and 
produce at the Farmer’s Market. Plus, I have a 
100-year-old pear tree on the property that 
produced 250 pounds of pears last year.”  

But it is his museum room of everything 
historic and political, from propaganda car-
toons to hand-made political signs to a porce-
lain lamp and a printed political scarf, that 
garners Peeling’s true attention.  

“I was a journalism major at Penn State, but 
I was taking all these history courses,” he said. 
“And then I found out I could double major – 
in history and journalism. So, I did. And to 

Tom Peeling has spent a lifetime collecting political 
buttons and memorabilia.

A main component of Tom Peeling’s political memorabilia collection has always been on his fa-
vorite president, Theodore Roosevelt.

Collecting political items a true passion for local resident

https://streetsoffranklinnc.org/
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think that I am surrounded by history now!”  
A favorite item is an unfamiliar profile pho-

tograph of Roosevelt that he had given to 
friends and signed: “With hearty good wishes 
to … (including the ‘Teddy Bear.’) January 11, 
1907.” Said Peeling, “It’s the first thing I’ve 
ever seen where he [Roosevelt] refers to the 
teddy bear.”  

Another treasured item of his collec-
tion is a meticulously arranged and pre-
served photo album of fold-out 
panoramic black and white shots of Roo-
sevelt on a railroad campaign. 

“I guess in some way I got the collect-
ing gene from my grandfather. I would 
spend so much time in his attic as a kid be-
cause he had Civil War artifacts and so much 
other stuff that interested me. And for a long 
time, I thought I was the only one who was in-
terested in old political stuff, but then I dis-
covered APIC and learned that there are 
thousands of people who are interested, just 
like me, and that opened up a whole new 
world.”  

While Peeling’s collecting interest is a 

hobby, he does continue to buy new items and 
collections when something piques his interest 
– and he sometimes sells items and collections 
as well. He also occasionally displays part of 
his collection in public, last year presenting 
some items in a one-month exhibit at the 
Macon County Public Library.  

Peeling welcomes interest and questions 
about collecting political items: email him at 
TRbuttons@aol.com. 

Tom Peeling’s home is part museum to dis-
play his extensive lifetime collection.
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Commissioners approve increase in landfill transfer and tipping fees 
Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer 
 
While the fiscal year (FY) 2023-2024 op-

erating budget was adopted last week, Macon 
County Commissioners (MCC) met briefly 
Monday, June 26, to discuss one item still 
needing to be addressed. Solid waste budget 
fee increases were questioned by Commis-
sioner John Shearl at the last budget meeting 
on June 19, necessitating a regathering to de-
termine clarity on the associated enterprise 
fund and fee changes for solid waste man-
agement.  

Macon County Solid Waste Management 
Director Chris Stahl attended the meeting and 
addressed questions on what drove fee in-
creases, why alternative solutions would not 
be beneficial, etc. Stahl described three re-
quested changes that resulted in increased 
budgetary output within his department. The 
first change involved increasing the transfer 
fee from the Highlands-based station to 
Franklin to $12.50 (per ton) from $8.75. The 
fee is referred to as a straight pass-through fee 
for commercial customers to get their solid 
waste down the mountain from Highlands to 
Franklin; residential customers are not 
charged.  

The second topic focused on current trans-
fer fees only applying to construction demo-
lition landfills (CND) and municipal solid 
waste (MSW).  Stahl stated his department 
also has to remove stumps and brush that are 
then ground up as part of the overall process. 
The cost associated with that work is closer 
to $20 a ton, and he requested that instead of 
adding a new fee to the existing cost structure, 
that commissioners approve application of the 
fee to help cover cost of transportation. The 
third issue involved changing the tipping fee 
on brush and stumps from $30 a ton to $35. In 
addition to grinding, cleaning, moving, and 
repositioning of the debris also has associated 
costs. When the original $30 fee was set, the 
cost to grind was $8 a ton, according to Stahl. 
The current cost is $22 per ton. He added that 
the overall issue could be summed up as in-
creased costs necessitating an increased 
budget.  

Shearl questioned why the “good citizens” 
of Highlands are required to pay an increased 
cost to transfer waste to Franklin, especially 
considering there was a landfill located in 
Highlands, until it was closed. 

Aggregate revenues from the combined re-
quested changes are estimated at $82,750. 

Shearl argued that while the original High-
lands landfill was closed June 30, 2008, it 
was not requested nor approved by residents. 
Stahl replied that due to the Solid Waste Act 
(SWA) of 2008, landfill restrictions were en-
acted throughout North Carolina. CND land-
fills operated under existing rules and 
consequently were impacted by the 2008 
SWA. When the Highlands-based CND land-
fill was closed in 2008 it had less than two 
years of usage left. While there was room for 
lateral expansion at the time, it still would not 
have resulted in a long-term acceptable solu-
tion. Due to the various burdens associated 

with the SWA, a decision was made to close 
the landfill before new regulations were en-
acted.  

Stahl further stated that the millions of dol-
lars saved by closing the landfill would have 
been made up for by the Availability Fund as-
sociated with the county budget and shared 
by taxpayers across the county. In response 
to a transfer fee increase that took effect in 
early 2022, Shearl offered, “It’s unfair to me 
for a board to approve a fee increase with no 
way to fund it. It seems to me if we are going 
to change fees, we are going to change the 
funding as well.”  

Stahl reminded the attendees and commis-
sioners that funding for the additional fees 
was not actually approved by county com-
missioners in 2022 and for a year were cov-

ered by department cuts for other work that 
was delayed, such as repairs and other oper-
ational requirements. This played a role in fee 
increases requested for the FY 23/24 budget. 
Regarding looking for additional landfill sites 
and finding various reasons why no suitable 
ones could be identified, Stahl commented, 
“We are not going to construct another land-
fill in Macon County. It is important to make 
this [existing landfill] last as long as we can.”  

Shearl then repeated a view, originally ex-
pressed at last week’s budget meeting, that it 
should be more cost effective to transport 
waste from Highlands to a location in Geor-

gia, where commercial entities could benefit 
from its use. Not only would that solution 
benefit the applicable commercial busi-
ness(es), it would reduce cost to Macon 
County taxpayers.  

“Some of this mulch is going to different 
facilities and it would be usable to landscap-
ers if it was available to them ... If we have a 
company that’s hauling that [mulch] to Geor-
gia, aren’t taxpayers saving $20 a ton?” asked 
Shearl.  

Stahl then offered that the county is already 
getting a discounted rate for hauling by com-
panies who will ultimately benefit from use 
of the mulch. He also clarified that mulch 
grinding occurs at different levels.  

“When it is ground with a six- or eight-inch 
screen, [which is how it is currently processed 
in Macon County] it’s worthless.” He further 
offered that two-inch sized mulch is required 
in order for it to be useful to landscapers and 
it also has to go through a heating process – 

neither of which is currently a part of the 
county waste management process.  

Commissioner Josh Young offered addi-
tional insight. 

“What I understand now after a couple 
years of being in the mulch business is there 
is no consistency … I feel like I’m content 
with the time put into looking at this,” he said. 
“It’s a service being provided to Highlands. 
If we were to hire brush-hauling trucks to 
move it in raw form, it would cost way more 
than it would be to grind it and haul it off in 
chip form.” Young further pointed out that 
with the closing of the Canton Mill, no one is 

currently buying pulp.  
Despite Shearl’s steadfast pleas in support 

of Highlands residents not being saddled with 
additional and/or unnecessary fees, the reality 
is that increased operating costs must be 
funded. In closing, Stahl reminded commis-
sioners, “I don’t want anyone to pay a fee – 
anybody in Highlands can avoid that [haul-
ing] fee by coming to the [Franklin] landfill. 
I don’t think it’s fair to put the haul bill for 
commercial customers on taxpayers – and 
residential hauling is free.”  

County Commissioners determined the 
best way to address those costs is to support 
the increased fee request originally submitted 
by Stahl on behalf of solid waste manage-
ment. Young then motioned that the board 
adopt the $12.50 transfer fee and the $35 tip-
ping fee changes as submitted by the Solid 
Waste Management Department. Commis-
sioners voted and approved to adopt funding, 
in a 4-1 vote, with Shearl opposing.

Macon County Solid Waste Management Director Chris Stahl addresses commissioners Monday, 
June 26, asking for transfer and tipping fee increases at the landfill.

https://highlandernc.com/
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What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor  
Highlands Mayor 
 
This past weekend I partici-

pated in the Village Square Art 
Show in Founders Park, created 
by Cynthia Strain 18 years ago 
and who just retired last year as 
the coordinator.  The Mountain 
Top Rotary Club now organizes 
the art show, and the proceeds of 
the event go to nonprofit en-
deavors in the community. The 
volunteers are to be commended 
for all the hard work they put 
forth in making this a successful event.  As an artist/crafts-
man for over 50 years, let me also thank the artisans who 
participated in the show and work hard at perfecting their 
art and craft, not for the meager financial return but for the 
drive and joy to work with their hands, minds, and hearts to 
create objects of elegant form and beauty. As an artist, who 
is 75, I sometimes struggle with the arduous labor of creat-
ing pottery, but I still do it because I fantasize that my next 
great work is just ahead. Thank you to all the people who 
visited the art show to look at and, in some cases, buy the 
pieces on display. 

Putting on my other hat, the Mayor’s hat, you are invited 
to the June “Community Coffee with the Mayor,” which will 
be held Friday, June 30, at 11 a.m., at the Hudson Library. 
The program will review the recently passed town budget. 

Now putting on my other hat, the American citizen’s hat, 
I must say that the Fourth of July is one of my favorite hol-
idays. I always look forward to the food, games, and fire-
works that we enjoy in Highlands. The American Legion 
and members of Wreaths Across America will be placing 
flags on the graves of our veterans.  Liberty and independ-
ence is a complex structure that depends on many institu-
tions, such as governing bodies, the courts, law enforcement, 
educational institutions, private businesses, and faith-based 
and nonprofit communities. 

Looking back on the events of July 4th, 1776, our 
founders declared Americans were not subjects of a sover-
eign king, and we were not willing to do his bidding by 
being subservient to just one individual.  The men who 
signed the Declaration of Independence had this radical idea 
that the people of this country, by working together, could 
govern themselves and make decisions that both protected 
individual liberty and were also for the common good.  Such 
a plan, the American Experiment as it has been called, re-
quires all of us as citizens to be actively involved in various 
ways to hold our country and republic in trust for now and 
for future generations. This holiday is an affirmation and re-
newal of our individual liberty and our sacred bond with one 
another. That common bond acknowledges and supports 
everyone’s freedom.

Patrick Taylor

Leadership stolen from real grassroots of GOP  
Re: Response to article in Smoky Mountain News on June 

7, 2023, by Kyle Perrotti: “Overthrown: A developing feud 
within the Macon GOP.” 

A change in leadership of the Macon County Republican 
party is not the real problem alluded to in this article. 
Changes of this nature occur from time to time and right-
fully should reflect the will and votes of the “grassroots” of 
the organization. However, they should truly be just that and 
not just the “prize” for maneuvering, out flanking and ef-
fective subterfuge to attain control of the Macon GOP. That 
is what has occurred in this case.   

The current leadership of the Macon GOP “stole” the 
leadership from the real grassroots of the party. 

The article reported a statement by Mr. [Jimmy] Good-
win that: “She (Carla Miller) said the system was manipu-
lated but I can’t tell how nor do I see any evidence of it. We 
ran a candidate, and we won by the rules. No election laws 
or GOP rules were broken.” While that statement is “tech-
nically” correct it is certainly devious at best and possibly 
immoral at worst. What I mean by this assessment is that I 
was totally unaware as were many at the convention that 
there was any opposition to the proposed leadership slate, 
nor was I aware of any “serious” effort within existing con-
vention rules to offer alternatives to the “coup” that took 
place! In short, the “coup” was very successful in abruptly 
and without serious debate in taking control of what was ar-
guably the most effective GOP group in Western North Car-
olina.  

I guess I was mistaken to believe that I and my fellow vol-
unteers were the “grassroots”of the chapter. The “process” 
however, was perverted by amassing “the numbers” to win 
and was accomplished largely without the knowledge and 
participation of the “grassroots” volunteers that have been 
doing the work of the party and “carrying the water.” The 
“opposition” simply surreptitiously recruited those outside 
to get the votes to win. A shallow victory at best! Let’s hope 
they step up and properly mend the fences they have dam-
aged.   

   
Howard R. Carley – Franklin, N.C. 

Finding rest for our souls on the ‘old paths’  
We in America would do well to consider Jeremiah 6:16 

even though it was directed towards the ancient Israelites: 
"Ask for the old paths, wherein is the good way, and walk 
therein, and you will find rest for your souls."  Today more 
than ever in American history, people are trying to find rest 
for their souls.  It seems the further from Biblical truth that 
society strays, the worse things get.  Yet, we don't want to be 
told the realities of humanity.  Society proudly proclaims 

"My truth is my truth," and demands we accept the destruc-
tion of the culture that previously united us.    

As a country and a community, I believe most people want 
to better their surroundings. It is the methods of how we pur-
sue that goal which make us different and causes contro-
versy. Consider that if each person now has their own truth, 
there is no God.  If there is no God, why not practice mur-
der, theft, and rape if we ignore other foundational virtues?  
If there is no God or absolutes, there is no purpose in hu-
manistic efforts.  Society is not progressing if we reject truth 
from God's Word. When lies are pushed onto society under 
the cover a redefining absolutes, there will be controversy, 
and no one wants controversy.      

Long before woke ever became a term or an agenda, so-
ciety was much more peaceful.  Long before social crusaders 
felt the need to prohibit prayer in schools, erase God from the 
public square, censor free speech, and tear down monu-
ments,  America was more stable.  Traditional families were 
fostered; not marginalized. Historical, proven science was 
lived. Morality was not perfect, but was a higher standard 
than today. Common sense and God's absolutes solved our 
problems. No minority group was attempting to hijack cul-
ture and force lies onto everyone through regulation, cancel 
culture, and intimidation. "If it ain't broke, don't fix it" and 
"live and let live" were prevailing mindsets. Our country re-
membered the old paths that echoed through history prov-
ing that God's truth is best.  America thrived.  

Jesus still tells us, "come to me all who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest."  All of us are born into sin 
and deserve God's wrath, but Jesus took that punishment for 
us.  Jesus told the truth that every person must repent of their 
sins and trust in Him.  Sin has consequences.  He told the 
harsh truth about our sin to the point that people hated Him 
for it. The people of Jesus's time hated Him speaking truth so 
much that they killed Him for it, yet He rose from the grave 
to conquer death for those who believe His truth.  Jesus of-
fers us peace and rest not because of "His truth," but because 
He is the only truth unto salvation. (John 14:6) 

Nobody is going to force someone to believe or accept 
God's ways, but Jesus desires that all would repent and fol-
low Him.  Today, God's truth is being attacked and twisted 
into man's fallible ideas.  Previous civilizations have shown 
us that without God's truth, society will crumble.  Christians 
still struggle with sin and are in constant need of God's grace, 
but Christians are commanded by God to defend His truth.  
Biblical truth can be defended without forcing it onto others 
as the world forces its false ideology onto us.  John Calvin 
said, "A dog barks when his master is attacked.  I would be 
a coward if I saw God's truth attacked and remained silent."  
As a society, it would behoove us to return to the old paths 
where we find God's good ways and find rest for our souls. 
The current path of lies, deteriorating morality, and pride is 
creating instability and turmoil.  We all seem to know some-
thing is wrong, even if we refuse to admit it or question our-
selves.   

   
Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C. 

https://themaconcountynews.com/
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The Macon County News letters page is a pub-
lic forum open to a wide variety of opinions as a 
right guaranteed in the First Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution. Letters are neither accepted 
nor rejected based on content. Letters must be 
signed and contact information provided. Views 
expressed are not necessarily reflective of the 
opinions of publisher, editor or staff. Writers are 
asked to refrain from personal attacks against 
individuals or businesses. 

 July 4th a day for reflection  
July 4th and our country’s 247th birthday, is a day for re-

flecting on a time in which young men knowingly gave their 
lives for a cause and a hope which they would never realize; 
and then, the awareness of the meaning, or symbolizing of 
the 13 folds of our flag on “Flag Day,” which is given to the 
families of our fallen military, in a hope their loss will never 
be forgotten, and that our heartfelt indebtedness will never 
weaken, as we enjoy our freedoms paid by the shed blood of 
those before us. Our country's 4th of July “Day of Inde-
pendence,” is a day celebrating our separation from Great 
Britain and the writing of our “Declaration of Independ-
ence” in 1776, giving  meaning and birth to our newfound 
country in direction and purpose, not of power, but of a 
mindset of “We the People,” set in a hope of self direction 
within a unity of a people with a common heartfelt Divine 
guidance. 

All those who have given their lives for a hope that is not 
realized, but a hope nonetheless for that something that 
wishes to be: Whose purpose is to see the good and best 
come from a people and society in giving a hope not only for 
us but for our innocent children to come. This has always 
come with the ultimate sacrifice. But sadly, hope seems elu-
sive, since the beginning of time we've been ever in search 
of a hope, but can't explain what hope is. In every fairy tale, 
story, and movie, our lives are in a continued need for hope 
and if we find a fulfillment in hope, then it no longer be-
comes hope, it becomes something else – but not hope. It's 
stated, “... trusting means looking forward to getting some-
thing we don't yet have – for a man who already has some-
thing doesn't need to hope and trust...(Rom. 8: 24, TLB). 
Those who have given us the freedoms we all share in, have 
given us the ability of riches and a hopefulness that is envied 
the world over. For many this freedom is the bittersweet of 
fulfilling our desire of want, power, fame, wealth, posses-
sions of most any and everything our hearts desire, but we 
still seek that elusive hope. A hope that wishes a satisfaction 
and fulfills happiness and longing. Many people, just before 
death’s door approaches wish that they had had the courage 
to live a life true to themselves and not what others expected. 
Or wishing they hadn't worked so hard, or to express their 
feelings better, stay in touch with family and friends, allow-
ing themselves to be happier.  

Hope, I believe, is carried throughout life to a realization 
of a transcendent life. A final or permanent hope cannot be 
realize within our world of hurt, heartache, pain and suffer-
ing, for mankind has grasped for a final hope that gives 
something satisfying only to have hope slip through its fin-
gers. Hope is realized when we breathe our last, then we get 
what we have wished for, the presence of a creator God, or 
something other, but our hope and wish is then found. Our 
thanks should be to the One who is and gives us true hope, 
“Christ.” His divine presence is the truest hope for life and 
beyond: A True Day of Independence.  

 
Deni Shepard – deni.shepard828@gmail.com 

Legally acquired firearms are not the problem  
Once again, here I am trying to break thru to Mr. Waldrop 

and so many like him.  It's self-defeating I know. Yet, I have 
hope that others learn what they should have learned in 
schools.  Our schools today do not seem to teach the real 
principles I learned in school.  I'm not talking the 3 R's.  I'm 
talking about American History, World History, and Civics. 
 Facts do not change - even over thousands of years.  Soci-
eties change like the wind - blowing in every direction. 

Mr. Waldrop keeps harping on banning and making 
tougher laws on firearms.  I don't get what he even means - 
because he never fully states what issues need to be changed 
by more laws.  You know, the same drumbeat by talking 
heads (not journalists) in the media today.  He is simply re-
gurgitating what he hears from these pundits with severe 
bias.  I cannot change him or others like him (Mr. Snell, 
Williams, Scott-ex-mayor of Franklin, etc.) nor stop them 
from watching and believing the garbage thrown out there 
daily.  I and others can only challenge these people to fully 
research and decide for themselves the issues, the lies and 
half-truths, and opinions of these pundits with an agenda. 
 Because it is an agenda - plain as day. 

Back to Mr. Waldrop and his points.  Mr. Waldrop - as 
you, I, Mr. Snell, and Mr. Scott upon joining the military - 
we took an oath.  Remember that oath, sir.  Same oath Con-
gress and the POTUS [President of the United States] sup-
posedly take as well - "To support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States of America!” That's plain 
and simple – or you would think.  My oath nor yours should 
have ended with my retirement or your DD214.  It does 
seem apparent that you did stop believing in the oath you 
took - much like our Congress and sitting POTUS. 

Mr. Waldrop says, "I support the entire Second Amend-
ment," then uses “however!”  There is no however, Mr. Wal-
drop.  Either you do or don't - there is no gray in between. 
 This is the 2nd Amendment - "A well-regulated militia, 
being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of 
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." 
 Yet  you don't seem to have any understanding of what mili-
tia means or the rest.  It does not mean an Army, Navy, Air 
Force or Marines. Militia is defined as "a military force that 
is raised from the civil population to supplement a regular 
army in an emergency."  The US in 1776 and onward till the 
US Army was officially established in 1784 were militia. 
 Please read what militia means and focus on the key phrase 
- "a military force that is raised from the civil population!" 
This means farmers, teachers, blacksmiths, and every other 
"civilian" - like you and I today.  So, in its truest context - we 
the people not serving in the military services will be that 
militia. We can be called upon if need be, to "supplement" 
the military forces should it be deemed necessary.  How do 
we as the common people support the military in a war ef-
fort without weapons? In today's world, that means firearms. 
 Few if any own tanks, air-to- air missiles, and other real 
weapons of war - yet we can own a firearm.  Thus, many 
Americans legally own firearms.  A good many illegally 
own firearms, so how do we take away those illegal 
weapons that cause much of the bloodshed in America 
today?  It's not the legal firearms that do it - but Mr. Waldrop 
and the agenda-bending media he regurgitates constantly 
have no answer for that.  It's simply to ban legal firearms as 
they are weapons of war. Nothing about getting those same 
weapons from the criminals and those illegally. That is 
where to start  - not taking away freedoms and rights from 
those who jump thru the many massive hoops and laws on 
the books today.  What new laws can we put on the books 
today?  You have not specified what needs to happen - nor 
can/will you without those talking agenda-seeking heads 
filling your brain.  They can't tell you or me either.  We have 
hundreds of laws/rules currently today on purchasing and 
owning a firearm legally.  Do the criminals jump thru those 
hoops? A resounding no, they do not. So, you and others 

who regurgitate what you are told to - have no plan to get il-
legal firearms from the main threat to America and its citi-
zens today. Great! 

You own firearms Mr. Waldrop - but clearly state "you are 
willing to give up the most dangerous ones."  Which ones 
are they?  All can kill, seemingly on their own as you think 
Mr. Waldrop. Why haven't they killed you if they are so dan-
gerous on their own? 

Then you, as always devolve into some crazy stuff.  Here's 
your exact words Mr. Waldrop on the rights and responsibil-
ities as outlined in the Constitution:  "Speech, helmets, driv-
ers' licenses, seat belts, raising children, and others!"  Speech 
is the only item that you mention that is in the Constitution. 
 The others like drivers' licenses is a "privilege," not a right. 
 As a privilege - those can be given and taken away any time. 
A right cannot under my Constitution.  You and others spit on 
the graves of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice to their 
country and Constitution wanting to take away or outright 
ban firearms or any amendment in that document you vowed 
to uphold and defend - even to your death. 

As for your meandering on "we have ignored the 2nd 
Amendment for far too long.  Too much focus has been on 
only a part of this important amendment.  We must examine 
it in its entirety.   Consider it in relation to our modern 
firearms.  We need to change our gun laws now.  We must 
provide protection for all Americans." I could write 2-3 let-
ters to the editor on this alone.  For brevity - I will say you're 
mostly correct in what you say, but nowhere near what you 
think.  What part of the 2nd amendment have we focused 
on? Don't you mean the far-left anti-gun agenda focusing far 
more time on a subject that is not an issue?  I don't focus on 
the 2nd Amendment till you want to take away my Consti-
tutional Rights to own a firearm/weapon.  I examine the 2nd 
Amendment like all the rest.  The 2nd was written when only 
certain firearms were in existence.  It does not change sim-
ply because technology has given us new and improved any-
thing. Did air conditioning, stoves, microwave ovens, TVs, 
and such exist in 1776. Yet, many of the items we have in 
our homes today - came thru military need and development. 
 Are they military grade as well?  The AR-15 is not a mili-
tary grade weapon.  Now, your 45 caliber and others are/were 
military weapons, so why do you own them?  The Colt 1911 
was a mainstay of the U.S. military for a long time.  It's a 
45-caliber weapon - but you own one.  Hmm - by your own 
rants - nobody should own military grade weapons.  Just 
more hypocrisy.  Our modern firearms are no different than 
the ones the "militia" had in 1776.  Those were what was 
available at that time - just like what we have today.   

So, Mr. Waldrop - time to pull your head out of the sand 
and start thinking for yourself and not being brainwashed by 
the losers on your TV or most media. I and many others are 
sick and tired of the baloney rhetoric that you cannot sup-
port with logical reasoning, evidence, or points.  Till you can 
Mr. Waldrop - stay off the letters to the editor with your rants 
and groundless opinions.  As evidenced by my responses so 
far - it is all that - rants and groundless opinions.  When you 
have facts and even a clear idea on removing firearms from 
the criminals who commit more that 90% of gun violence in 
America (look at Chicago - a gun free zone, LA, Detroit, and 
other Democrat run crime capitals of America) - then please 
come and discuss it.  I as a law-abiding citizen that jumped 
thru too many hoops in Macon County / North Carolina to 
properly own my firearms will never give them up for "your" 
so-called safety and security.  They belong to me and to 
countless others who own them legally - our safety and se-
curity against criminals, people like you, and our current 
tyrannical government.  Safety and security is another myth 
created by leftists to control Americans.  Mankind has never 
been safe and secure since its beginning.  Do you really think 
we have found that magic potion to have it?  More delusion.   

   
Terry Swift – Franklin, N.C. 
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‘Bye Bye Birdie’ is latest in 25-year run of Overlook productions
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
The Overlook Theatre Company – made 

up primarily of Macon County residents – 
was established in 1996 in Franklin, first 
staging at the Franklin High School Fine 
Arts Center, and graduating to the state-of-
the-art Smoky Mountain Center for the Per-
forming Arts in 
2009. For more than 
25 years, directing as 
well as acting and 
singing in countless 
productions has been 
the Center’s general 
manager and artistic 
director, Scotty 
Corbin, along with 
his wife, Nikki. Up-
coming in July is 
Overlook’s latest 
show, “Bye Bye 
Birdie,” for which a 
cast of more than 50 
have been rehears-
ing.  

At a June evening 
rehearsal, Scotty ex-
uded encouragement 
while at the same 
time providing firm 
directives to a cast 
practicing the acting, 
singing, and dancing 
necessary to fine tune upcoming perform-
ances. According to Scotty, he and Nikki 

have often considered their roles overseeing 
Overlook Theatre as an opportunity to men-
tor young people and provide witness of 
their Christian faith. He commented that 
while the couple does not have children, “… 
we get to be parents to so many, even those 
many years older than us.” 

Scotty and Nikki met while performing. 
While Scotty grew up in Franklin and can 
trace his family’s roots way back in Macon 
County’s history, he did not follow a tradi-
tional employment path. Performance arts 

fascinated him as a child and the passion 
never went away.  

“I once made an entire puppet theatre with 
a fold-out stage for one set of performances,” 
remembered Scotty. “When I decided I 
needed to elevate my standards, I moved to 
my parents’ basement as my place of pro-
duction. I would build entire shows no one 

ever saw, still from cur-
tains and cardboard, but 
hopefully more elabo-
rate. Not once did they 
say, ‘Clean that mess 
up,’ but would rather 
check on the progress 
with a smile and nod. 
It’s there where I really 
formed my idea of what 
being creative really 
was. Bless the people 
who lived around me, 
for they would pay their 
25 cents and clap and 
laugh so hard for (and 
probably at) me. I think 
that’s what I love most 
about where I grew 
up.” 

Scotty obtained a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in college, and 
an assignment to pro-
duce and direct a show 
led him to founding 

Overlook. He shared that the “mind blowing” 
talent of people who have regular 9-to-5 jobs 

during the day and 
then volunteer innu-
merable hours to re-
hearse shows has 
always impressed 
him.  

“They are loyal ac-
tors who give of their 
time,” he said, adding 
that some children 
have practically 
grown up in Overlook 

and that several couples, besides he and 
Nikki, met while performing together.  

“My husband [Tim] and I met while per-
forming, and we even got engaged on stage 
during a performance,” said Abigail Crab-
tree, who oversees the children’s ministry 
at Discover Church. “In fact, there are 
multiple love stories in the group.”  

Even though Scotty and Nikki had par-
ticipated in various productions as chil-
dren, they truly “met” through Overlook.  

“When we were younger, we did sev-
eral small plays together, once even play-
ing brother and sister, and doing skits 
together in VBS [Vacation Bible School] 
at church,” he explained. “All those years 
earlier, who would have ever guessed we 
would be married one day?” 

Everett Wright, who will play the char-
acter of Conrad Birdie, the star of “Bye 
Bye Birdie,” has been performing with 
Overlook since 2003, and was actually a 
part of “Bye Bye Birdie” as his first 
show. He met his wife Kathryn in June 
2011 during a performance of “Guys and 
Dolls,” and the couple has two children, 
who have also performed in Overlook 
productions.  

“The majority of people we started 
performing with 10 and 20 years ago are 
still involved,” said Crabtree, who has 
acted alongside her husband, as well as 
her brother-in-law, Samuel Crabtree. 
“When Tim is not in a production, he is 
helping out with lighting.” 

“We love it; it’s a passion for us,” said 
Kathryn, who also has a role in the upcom-
ing “Bye Bye Birdie.” “It’s a wholesome ac-
tivity that the whole family can enjoy being 
a part of. And Scotty is just so much fun.” 

During a “Bye Bye Birdie” rehearsal, 
Scotty moved easily from one group of per-
formers to another, providing helpful direc-
tion and often acting out or singing parts to 
offer an example of what was expected. 
Then, he switched from directing mode to 
acting mode and entered the stage with 
Nikki to practice their parts – as they often 
play prominent roles in Overlook’s plays 
and musicals.  

“Bye Bye Birdie” is a 50-plus-year-old 
Broadway production that has earned a Tony 
Award; it was also a hit in London, England. 
It is a story inspired by Elvis Presley's con-
scription into the Army in 1957. Because of 

its upbeat music and dance numbers, “Bye 
Bye Birdie” has been a popular choice for 
decades at high schools, colleges, and for 
local theater groups, such as Overlook.  

The cast will rehearse up until it is per-
formed the weekends of July 14-15 and July 
21-22. Tickets are available online or at the 
Center, located just off Hwy. 441, beside The 
Factory in Franklin.  

Annually, the Smoky Mountain Center for 
the Performing Arts presents family-friendly 
plays, musicals, variety shows, concerts, and 
more. Occasionally, churches will use the 
space for special services, and recently, the 
Franklin High School athletic awards took 
place at the Center.

Musical productions require multiple volunteers and countless hours of rehearsals.

Above, Catherine Wright sews diligently on cos-
tumes in advance of the opening night of “Bye 
Bye Birdie” on July 14.    Photo by Betsey Gooder 
Right photo: Everett Wright rehearses for the 
lead, Conrad Birdie. 

Scotty and Nikki Corbin have been in productions 
together since they were children, and they play im-
portant roles in July’s Bye Bye Birdie, for which they 
are rehearsing. 

Scotty Corbin has directed, produced, and 
starred in numerous productions during the 
more than 25-year history of The Overlook 
Theatre Company, which he founded.



THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2023 VOLUME 41    NUMBER 7 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 13

https://smokymountainarts.com/


THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE14  THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2023VOLUME 41    NUMBER 7

Apartment shoppers target  
of new credit check scam

Moving this summer? Watch out for a new twist on 
fake rental ads. According to multiple BBB Scam 
Tracker reports, scammers use fake tenant credit 
checks to trick potential renters into compromising 
sensitive personal information. 

 
How the scam works 
You find a good deal on an apartment while brows-

ing rental listings online. When you call the number 
to inquire, the owner asks you to complete a credit 
check before you can see the place. If you agree, 
they'll send you a link to a website where you can get 
the credit check done. 

The website may look professional, but it's all part 
of a scam. After you enter your sensitive information 
and pay for the credit check, the "landlord" will dis-
appear. Your credit card information could be com-
promised, and you could even be at risk for identity 
theft. 

One consumer reported the following experience:  
"I gave my name, address, and social security num-

ber to obtain my credit score from this website. I was 
asked to take a screenshot of my score and send it to 
the same address that emailed me the link. Afterward, 
I was sent an email with a showing time, but the house 
number was not listed on this email or on the listing on 
Craigslist."  

Afterward, the consumer was unable to reach any-
one about the apartment. Their calls and emails went 
unanswered.  

 
How to avoid credit check rental scams 
• Be wary of lower-than-usual prices. If the rent for 

an apartment is well below the going market rate, con-
sider it a red flag. Scammers love to draw people in 
with claims that sound too good to be true. 

• Do some research. Search the listing online, as 
well as the associated phone number and email ad-
dress. If you find another listing for the same property 
in a different city, you've spotted a scam. Reverse 
image searches can be helpful, too, as can searching 
the alleged landlord's name along with the word 
"scam." These searches only take a few minutes and 
are well worth the effort. 

• Always see the property in person. Many rental 
scams involve listings for properties that don't exist. 
Something is fishy if the renter refuses to let you know 
where the apartment is before you complete a credit 
check or pay them a deposit. Be wary, too, if you are 
given the address of a home with a for sale sign in the 
yard. You might not be in contact with the actual own-
ers. 

• Verify the property owner's information. Contact 
a licensed real estate agent to see who owns a prop-
erty or check the county property appraiser's website. 
Ask the landlord for a copy of their ID to verify they 
are who they claim to be before you offer up sensitive 
personal information like your social security number 
for a credit check. If the landlord refuses or gets upset, 
you could be dealing with a scammer. 

• Be cautious about credit check websites. If you 
need a credit check, always use reputable sources, 
such as those recommended by the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau. 

Visit BBB.org to check out a business or register a 
complaint, BBB Scam Tracker to report a scam and 
bbb.org/scamstudies for more on this and other scams.

55 and over Active Adult Community
Platted Subdivision off Prentiss Bridge Road

with Internet, City Water and Sewer

NOW AVAILABLE –
2 BR/2 BA homes starting at $175,500
3 BR/2 BA homes starting at $180,000
MANUFACTURED HOMES + LAND

CALL 828 200 4168
GemstoneVillageNC.com

Email: sales@gemstonevillagenc.com
Manufactured Home Dealer License No. 47699

Gemstone VillageNC.com

MANUFACTURED HOMES + LAND

Email: sales@gemstonevillagenc.com

AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY BINGO

614 West Main Street • Franklin, NC

Early Bird 4:30 to 5:30
Regular Session starts at 5:30

No outside food or drinks permitted

EVERY 
WEDNESDAY

NEW HOURS! LOWER PRICES! 
MORE GAMES! MORE FUN!

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin 
Police Department or Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Department 
made the following arrests 
June 20 - 25. All suspects are 
innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. 

 
Macon County Sheriff’s 

Department  
 
June 20 
Christopher David Marr, 52, was charged with possession 

of marijuana up to 1/2 oz and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.  

 
June 21 
Heidi Johanna Dreml, 51, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Costin Jiglau made the arrest.  
Lucas Wendal Claude Bateman, 21, was charged with fail-

ure to appear. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Jeremy Burr, 40, was charged with possession of a sched-

ule II controlled substance, maintaining place for controlled 
substances, altered/steal/destroy criminal evidence and re-
sist/obstruct/delay law enforcement. Matthew T. Breedlove 
made the arrest.  

Daniel Mark-Zacharias Adler, 35, was charged with mali-
cious conduct by prisoner. Matthew D. Long made the arrest.  

 
June 22 
Matthew Devon Perkins, 30, was charged with resist/ob-

struct/delay law enforcement, possession of a schedule II 
controlled substance and felony probation violation. Detec-
tive Darrell J. Brooks made the arrest.  

Richard Austin Dyer-Cook, 20, was charged with break-

ing and entering and injury to real property. Gabe D. Bing-
ham made the arrest.  

 
June 23 
Michael James Crews, 34, was charged with offense com-

mitted in jurisdiction. Emileigh Sands made the arrest. 
 
June 25 
Charles Richard Leonard, 63, was charged with simple as-

sault and battery and assault inflicting serious bodily injury. 
Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.  

 
June 25 
Jesse Boone Locke, 41, was charged with offense com-

mitted in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest.  
 
Franklin Police Department 
 
June 21 
Daniel Mark Zacarias Adler, 35, was charged with intoxi-

cated and disruptive in public. C.M. Evans made the arrest.  
 
June 22 
Caleb Charles Quigley, 32, was charged with assault by 

strangulation. Jonathan M. Lauffer made the arrest.  
 
June 23 
Kurt Boitin, 55, was charged with destruction/damage/van-

dalism of property, destruction/damage/vandalism of prop-
erty, flee to elude and malicious conduct by a prisoner. C.M. 
Evans made the arrest.  

 
June 24 
Matthew Owen Carpenter, 34, was charged with breaking 

and entering. R.S. Dula made the arrest.  
Alexis Joy Taro, 24, was charged with possession of 

methamphetamine, possession of marijuana, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, possession of marijuana paraphernalia, 
resist/obstruct/delay and failure to stop for steady red light. 
R.S. Dula made the arrest.

https://gemstonevillagenc.com/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Free Summer Meals offered for  Macon County School Students, 
Breakfast is served from 7:30 to 8 a.m.; Lunch is served from 11:30 to 
12 noon. For the week of June 22-30, meals will be served at the fol-
lowing sites: Franklin High School June 20-23, 26-29; Nantahala 
Learning Center Tuesday-Friday, through Aug. 18; New Vision Gym-
nastics through Aug. 25; and the Macon County Library through July 
31. 
 
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To 
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the 
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to 
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; allergies in the 
family; and any specialty items needed, like diapers, etc. Pick up is at 
Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road. 
 
Start Your Recovery.org is a groundbreaking website developed by 
bringing together experts in substance misuse treatment from leading 
nonprofit, academic, and government institutions.  Through this re-
source, the community can find local support and treatment options;  
hear stories from individuals with similar life experiences; and learn 
about recognizing and dealing with substance misuse. 
 
Cullasaja Gorge Fire and Rescue Annual Business Meeting will be 
held on Thursday, July 6, 7:30 p.m. at the fire department. Community 
residents are urged to attend.  
 
Ammons Descendants Reunion will be held on Saturday, July 8, 
10:30 a.m. Musical entertainment and a catered meal will be provided. 
For more information, call Susan Hirsch (828)524-1808. 
 
Cullasaja Community Summer Meeting will be held on Monday, July 
10, 6 p.m. at the picnic area. There will be a short meeting, roast a hot-
dog and do some clean up around the piicnic area. Food will be pro-
vided. Plan to attend and bring a weedeater or rake to help. 
 
Extension Agent Kim Terrell will present a Beginner Water Bath 
class on Canning Pickles will be held on Saturday, July 15, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.; or  Thursday, Aug. 3, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Learn the ba-
sics of canning dill pickles and take home a jar at the end of the 
class.  The class will be held at the Macon County Cooperative Ex-
tension Office at 193 Thomas Heights Rd., Franklin.  For more infor-
mation on cost or to pre-register, call  (828)349-2046. 
 
Extension Agent Kim Terrell will present a class on Pressure Can-
ning Green Beans on Thursday, July 20, 5:30-7:30 p.m.; or Friday, 
Aug. 4, 10 a.m. to12 p.m.  Learn the basics of canning green beans 
and take home a jar at the end of class. The class will be held at the 
Macon County Cooperative Extension Office at 193 Thomas Heights 
Rd., Franklin.  For more information on cost or to pre-register call, 
(828)349-2046. 
 
The Franklin High School Graduating Class of 1968 will hold its 
55th reunion at the Holly Springs Community Center, Sept. 23, from 2 
to 6 p.m. RSVP to Conley Shope (828)371-7558 or (828)349-9759. 

Thursday Painters meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main in Franklin. All skill levels are 
welcome. Free to the public. Bring your project, supplies and a bag 
lunch. For more information, call  (828)349-4607 or 
28734pm@gmail.com 
 
Historic 1895 T.M. Rickman Store  is open Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at 259 Cowee  Creek Rd. Built in 1895 the store is full of histori-
cal information, displays. Music in the mornings and music jams begin 
at noon. Limited parking with additional parking available at Cowee 
School Arts and Heritage Center a short walking distance. 
 
In Home COVID-19 and Flu Vaccinations available  for adults ages 
65 and older. Drive through clinics will be offered in the fall. For infor-
mation or to schedule an in-home vaccine, call (828)349-2058, ext. 
2280. 
 
International Cultural Exchange Services (ICES) seeks host fami-
lies for the 2023/24 School Year. Students are 15-18 years old and 
from Europe, Asia and South America. Students have their own health 
insurance and money to pay for their expenses. Family application 
process includes completing online application, reference checks, 
background checks and a home visit interview. Families can host for a 
full school year or  semester program and do not need to have children 
or teens in their homes. Ongoing Support is provided to the family and 
the student. For more information, call Donna Bell (828)421-8843; or 
email dbell@icesusa.org; or   www.icesusa.org. 
 
Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in 
downtown Franklin is open Wednesday through Saturday from 12 to 4 
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from N.C. and all over the world. 
 
Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thurs-
days, 6 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off Mc-
Collum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Anyone 
under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For more in-
formation, call (828)349-6109. 
 
Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes and Workshops in 
acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious metal clay 
and glass fusing. All skill levels and mediums are welcome. Partici-
pants are responsible for their own project and a bag lunch. Member-
ship meeting second Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. The gallery is 
located at 30 E. Main St. in Franklin. Call (828)349-4607. 
 
A.A. Meetings Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have a drinking problem or 
is interested in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held on Tues-
day, 5:30 p.m., at No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd., Sunday, 
1 p.m.,  Monday, Wednesday and Friday  5:30 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.,  Monday, noon, 
Tuesday,  8 a.m, and Thursday,  noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church 
on 66 Church St., and Wednesday, 7 p.m., at St. Cyprians Episcopal 
Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. Online meeting information is available by 
visiting www.aawnc80.org. or call (828)349-4357. 

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday July 2, 11 a.m., the title of her talk will 
be "No Complaints." Yoga with Ashley Mondays at 6 p.m., free and open 
to all. Spiritual discussion group on Thursdays at 3 p.m., in the fellow-
ship hall. The church is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the 
Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or to stream services go to 
SpiritualLightCenter.com. 
 
Prentiss Church of God Sunday worship service in the sanctuary 
begins at 10:30 a.m., and streamed online on the Prentiss Church of 
God Facebook page. Sunday School for all ages begins at 9:30 with 
coffee and donuts at 9 a.m. Prayer and Worship service, Bible Study, 
Youth Gathering and Cross Coffee Connection are on hiatus until Au-
gust. The church is located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington 
Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885. 
 
Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is 
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre Ash 
is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the Cowee 
Community.  
 
Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank 
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  is an inclusive faith community 
that celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing jour-
neys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call 
(828)342-0546. 
 
Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath 
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional. 
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd. 
 
All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  Services are held Rite I, 8 
a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday. 
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and sec-
ond and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd. 
Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website: 
www.allsaintsfranklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on 
YouTube search "All Saints Franklin." 
 
Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church 
is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road. 
 
Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at the 
intersection of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road.  
 
Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the 
Rev. L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Email church items to maconcountynews@gmail.com 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Personalized Woman Care 

by the doctor-all gyn problems 

40 years experience 20 years in Franklin  

60 min individualized evaluations 

Postmenopausal Osteoporosis? 

Is your treatment effective and safe? 

Do you need managed Prolia withdrawal? 

26 years in published osteoporosis research 

Evidence-based menopausal health maintenance 

Markle & Hinshaw Gynecology  

722 Highlands Road, Franklin NC 

Accepting most insurance or self-pay 

By appointmnet only; no referral needed 

828-342-3766  Visit us at www.2gyns.com

https://www.2gyns.com/


THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE16  THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 2023VOLUME 41    NUMBER 7COMMUNITY

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 108 hosted a Father’s Day Luncheon featuring all the “goodies” 
men are known to like including lots of special desserts served by American Legion Post mem-
bers. Richard Klug, Rick Stough, and Mike Coates are pictured.

Auxiliary holds Read2Me event 
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 108 sponsored a Read2Me day on May 27 at the Post. The 
children had fun listening to stories, participating in games, and enjoying homemade milkshakes 
provided by Mike Coates. Proceeds will go to the Read2Me program. 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 108 recently fulfilled a need of the Franklin Fire Department 
by donating 15 brand new car seats. The fire department distributes these car seats to families 
in need who have outdated or damaged car seats due to accidents or other circumstances.

Auxiliary elects new officers 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 108 recently elected officers. Pictured in no particular order are 
Janet Stough, president; Genita Story Selby, Sergeant at Arms; Sharon French, treasurer; Betty 
Budoff, secretary; and Nancy Clubb, chaplain. 

Men’s brunch a success for Unit 108 Auxiliary gives car seats to fire department 

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd. 
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC •  (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

https://www.franklinbodyshopnc.com/
https://whistlestopantiquesnc.com/
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Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING

828.369.9999Delivery

Hours
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

EATING  
     OUT

Kayla McKinney and Twisted Trail  
Band at Concerts on Creek June 30 

The 14th season of 
Concerts on the Creek 
continues on Friday, 
June 30, with a per-
formance by Kayla 
McKinney and The 
Twisted Trail Band 
from 7-9 p.m. at 
Bridge Park in Sylva. 

Lead singer Kayla 
McKinney grew up in 
Buncombe County 
and began singing 
hymns in Bible study 
with family and 
friends. She later fol-
lowed the music of Dolly Parton, Patsy Cline and Carrie 
Underwood. She's earned a solid following by performing 
in mountain dive bars, honky-tonks and country karaoke 
nights. 

Today you can find her music at www.kaylamckinney-
country.com, including her best-selling single, “These Two 
Barstools.” Kayla herself can be found on the bus and on 
the stage all around the Tar Heel State, enchanting her 
growing crowds with the Twisted Trail Band. 

Concerts on the Creek are held every Friday night from 
7-9 p.m. at the Bridge Park in Sylva, from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. 

Everyone is encouraged to bring a chair or blanket. These 
events are free but donations are encouraged. Dogs must 
be on a leash. No smoking, vaping, coolers or tents are al-
lowed. Food trucks are on site for this event. 

These concerts are organized and produced by the Jack-
son County Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Sylva and 
the Jackson County Parks and Recreation Department. 

For more information, call the chamber at (828)586-
2155, visit https://www.mountainlovers.com/concerts-on-
the-creek/ or Concerts on the Creek's Facebook page. 

Kayla McKinney

Mountain Artisans ‘Summertime Art & Craft 
Show’ at WCU Ramsey Center this weekend 

Mountain Artisans will present the 34th An-
nual  Mountain Artisans “Summertime Art & 
Craft Show” Friday June 30 and Saturday, July 
1, at the Western Carolina University Ramsey 
Center in Cullowhee, N.C. 

Local Macon County artisans started this  
market for artists to sell their work  in 1989 in 
the Macon County Community Building fea-
turing  “original art and crafts at great prices.” 
In 2006, promoter and artist Doris Hunter 
moved the show to  the Ramsey Center. 

This year’s Summertime Art & Craft Show 
presents authentic crafts from the hands of 60 
local and regional artisans with categories in-
cluding pottery, paintings, quilts, rustic\ furni-
ture and  master jewelers.  

 Local artists include: 
– Jerry Stanley - Adirondack Furniture  
– Denny and Bonnie Wallace - Floral Designs and Wood 

Craft  
– Katie Hubbs - Mountain Soap Box with Cold Pressed 

Soap  
– Katie Hall - K&K Honey, Sourwood & Local Honey  
– Beverly Borchardt - Quilting  
– Nancy Moore - Folk Art Painting  
– Andrew Hunter - Rustic Wood Furniture  
– Linda Mathias - Contemporary Painting  
– Ronnie Evans - Musician and Author  Providing live 

music and signing his latest nonfiction novel “Panther Bill 
Peek” along with his wife Jean Gregory Evans who will be 

selling her latest children’s   book “Who knew the Llama 
Knew?’  

This year’s Featured Artist is Bobby Bearden from Blue 
Ridge, Ga.,  with his rustic yard art from recyclables. 

Demonstrating on the main floor will be Heather Seaman 
and her Pine Needle Baskets. Native Americans were the 
first ones to shape them using  the Long Leaf Pine needles 
and is now a vanishing  art carried on by only a few artisans. 

Hours for the show are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., each day. Ad-
mission is $5 for adults; free admission after 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, July 1. Children under 12 free. Free parking and 
concessions will be available for purchase. 

For more information, contact Doris Hunter at (828)524-
3406 or visit www.mountainartisans.net

Rustic chairs - Denny Wallace 

 Folk Art - Nancy Moore 
Jerry Stanley - Adirondack Chairs 

https://billsaluminum.com/
https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://papaspizzatogo.com/
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5.45%*

FOR FIVE YEARS

FRUSTRATED WITH LOW INTEREST RATES
AND STOCK MARKET VOLATILITY?

•Tax deferred interest! • 100% of your deposits earn interest!

*Rate shown applies to five year multi-year guar-
antee fixed annuity. Rate is effective 3/7/2023 and
is subject to change without notice. Other terms
and rates available. Not FDIC insured.

TROUT FISHING 
NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT

828-349-9034 

4175 Tellico Rd  
Franklin, NC

A Stocked Catch Out Pond with 
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and even Golden Trout . 

•KID FRIENDLY! •WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BAIT 

We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a 
Golden 
Trout 
it’s FREE

OPEN 
Wed-Sun 10am-6pm

828-524-8911 • maconrentalco.com
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM   Sat 8AM-12PM

Let the savings roll on! 
Save $250-$1,000 on select Gravely 
Movers now through June 30, 2023

BUSINESS

Gracious Plates On Main is locally and re-
gionally known as the best farm-to-table ex-
perience in Franklin. Located on Main Street 
in the middle of Historic Downtown 
Franklin, Gracious Plates offers great food, 
beer, wine, specialty craft cocktails, small 
plates, vegan and gluten free options. In ad-
dition, their kids menu and free WiFi create 
a friendly, welcoming atmosphere for fami-
lies, friends getting together, business 
lunches, casual drinks, date night, and more. 

As a member of the local business com-
munity, Gracious Plates knows that without 
the community, there would be no restau-
rant. This is why they take pride in using 
local farms for protein and produce. 
Brasstown Beef provides the meat for the 
restaurant’s steaks, Main Street burgers and 
ribeye steak sandwiches, Little Cove Bread 
provides amazing Focaccia and other breads, 
and Granville’s Garden provides produce 

and salad greens. Other local partners in-
clude Righteous Rebels Farms, Town Moun-
tain Farm, Spelling Tuesday Farm, and 
Brothers Honey. 

The restaurant offers both indoor and out-
door seating options for the perfect dining 
experience year-round. They have ample 
space for large parties, groups, and special 
events. Gracious Plates also offers online or-
dering options and reservations. 

“Our commitment to you is to provide a 
locally sourced dining experience in an invit-
ing atmosphere. We encourage you to gather 
at Gracious Plates On Main with your fam-
ily, friends, and our staff for an unforgettable 
dining experience. We look forward to serv-
ing you soon.”   

Gracious Plates is located at 46 E. Main 
Street in downtown Franklin.Visit 
www.GraciousPlatesOnMain.com to view 
their menu and to make reservations. 

Gracious Plates on Main is a farm-to-table restaurant using locally sourced food.

Gracious Plates joins Franklin Chamber 

Chamber welcomes FYZICAL Therapy and 
Balance Center to business community

The Franklin Chamber of Commerce re-
cently hosted a ribbon cutting celebration at 
FYZICAL Therapy and Balance Center lo-
cated at 235 Jim Berry Road. 

“At FYZICAL Therapy and Balance Cen-
ter we specialize in orthopedic, balance, and 
pelvic floor physical therapy. We have a 
unique approach to vestibular and balance re-
habilitation that helps patients recover faster 
and for the long term” said Robbie Mann, PT, 
DPT, OCS, CMTPT, Mideast Regional Di-

rector.  
 “We use an individualized treatment ap-

proach and treat our patients in a one clini-
cian to one patient ratio. We have enjoyed 
serving the Franklin community and look 
forward to many years to come" Mann con-
cluded. 

To contact FYZICAL Therapy and Bal-
ance Center call (828)369-7878 or visit 
www.FYZICAL.com/Franklin for more in-
formation.

FYZICAL Therapy and Balance Center is located at  235 Jim Berry Road, Franklin.

https://wayah.com/
https://maconrentalco.com/
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

Lisa Reagle Sheppard 
 

Lisa Reagle Sheppard,  61, 
died peacefully at home and en-
tered eternal life on June 22, 
2023. Born March 15, 1962, in 
Saegertown, Pa., she was the 
fourth daughter to James and 
Doris (Hosick) Reagle. 

She graduated from 
Saegertown High School in 1980. 
In 1982, her family moved to 
Sanford, Fla., where she met the 
love of her life Dan Sheppard, 
married Dec. 6, 1995, and had a 
loving marriage. She worked as a 
supervisor at Parker Hannifin in 
Longwood, Fla., for 10 years. The 
couple moved to Snow Shoe, Pa., in 2006 where she was em-
ployed as a supervisor at API Technologies, State College. She 
last resided in Franklin, N.C., in 2022 to help care for her father. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded by her husband 
Dan.  

She was beloved by four surviving sisters, Melody and hus-
band Wayne Pawlak of Belton, S.C., Crystal and the late Jim 
Adams of Deltona, Fla., Jamie Donaldson of Franklin, Pa., Hope 
and husband Arnold Schwegler of New Smyrna Beach, Fla.; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, family, and friends. 

She will be loved always and remembered for her unconditional 
love, wit, and humor. She loved her people and furbabies tremen-
dously. Those who would like to remember Lisa in a special way 
are encouraged to plant a butterfly garden, or donate gifts to the 
local Humane Society or Hospice in her memory. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com. 

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Shep-
pard family.

Lisa Reagle Sheppard

Cheryl Tremblay Phillips 
 

Cheryl Tremblay Phillips, 77, of 
Franklin, N.C., passed away Tuesday, 
June 20, 2023.  

She was born in Miami, Fla., to the 
late Charles Joseph and Cecil Carter 
Tremblay.  She was preceded in death 
by her parents and sister, Julieanne 
Tremblay.   

She was a hairdresser and member of 
St Francis Catholic Church in Franklin.  
She was affectionately known as 
“Meema” and loved her dogs, Max, 
Kirby, and Sassy. 

She is survived by her daughters, 
Debra Ann Phillips (Tim Stewart) of 
Alachua, Fla., Susan Lisa Phillips (An-
gelia) of Franklin; son, Charles Jerry Phillips (Jeanne) of Franklin; 
five grandchildren, Heath Aaron Elders, Ryan Michael Elders, 
Lauren Nichole Phillips, Ericka Paige Evers, Rachel Alexis 
Mathis; and 15 great grandchildren.   

A graveside service was held on Monday, June 26, at Wood-
lawn Cemetery.   

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Appalachian An-
imal Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC  28744. 

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Cheryl Phillips

Thomas Aiello Jr. 
 

Thomas Aiello Jr., 84, of 
Franklin, N.C., passed away on 
Monday, June 5, 2023. 

Born in Bronx, N.Y., he was the 
son of the late Thomas John and 
Louise Pelleteri Aiello. In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by a brother, Richard Aiello.  

He was the owner and operator 
of the Franklin Gemstone and Jew-
elry Warehouse. 

He is survived by his wife of 64 
years, Diane Adams Aiello; four 
children, Gigi Turner of Aiken, 
S.C.; Thomas Aiello III of Hast-
ings, Fla., Christopher Aiello of 
Aiken, and Amy Brink of Franklin; two sisters, Loretta Silverstein of 
Palm Beach, Fla., and Carol Dorsette of Pompano, Fla.; 10 grand-
children; 23 great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

No services are planned at this time. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to First Alliance 

Church. 
Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Thomas Aiello Jr.

Betty Ann Shaw White 
 

Betty Ann Shaw White, 86, of 
Franklin, N.C., passed away 
peacefully Sunday, June 18, 2023,  
at home with her children by her 
side. 

Born on Feb. 2, 1937, in 
Hartwell, Ga., she was the daugh-
ter of the late Tom Watson Shaw 
and Lottie Jo Ginn Shaw. She was 
preceded in death by her parents; 
one brother, Harold Shaw; and 
one infant brother. 

 She had a kind, loving and hu-
morous personality and loved vis-
iting with family and friends.  

Survivors include her husband, 
Noel Thomas White; one son, Michael T. White (Christine) of 
New Bern, N.C.; one daughter, Tammy Pendergrass of Franklin; 
three grandchildren, Justin Capps (Elyse), Noel White (Nicole), 
Wilson White (Holly); three great grandchildren, Brianna White, 
Grace Biladeau, Jocelyn Lee; four sisters,  Peggy Boles (Preston) 
of Watkinsville Ga., Margaret Adams of Elberton, Ga., Jane Isom 
(Ted) of Hartwell, and Janet Beasley (Ed) of Buford, Ga.   

Funeral services were held Thursday, June 22, in the Chapel of 
the Strickland Funeral Home.  Burial was in the Memorial Garden 
of Prayer. 

The Strickland Funeral Home of Hartwell is in charge of all 
arrangements.  On-line condolences can be sent to the family at 
www.stricklandfh.com.

Betty Ann Shaw White

William ‘Bill’ Grant Greig 
 

William “Bill” Grant Greig, 89, 
of Salisbury, N.C., passed away 
Monday, June 12, 2023. 

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, he 
was the son of the late William 
Brown Greig and Martha Cowan 
Greig.  In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his 
wife of 57 years, Mildred Greig, 
and sister, Gail Schlegel. 

He was a graduate of St Louis 
High School in Honolulu and Vir-
ginia Military Institute with a de-
gree in Electrical Engineering. 
Upon graduation, he served in the 
U.S. Air Force as a B47 pilot.  
After departing the service, he spent his entire professional career 
with Duke Power in Salisbury and Winston Salem, N.C.   

He was a member of Shiloh Methodist Church in Granite 
Quarry, N.C., and First United Methodist Church in Franklin, 
N.C.  Throughout his life, he was active in local community and 
volunteer organizations, such as the Civitans, food banks, and 
Habitat for Humanity. His volunteer work also included tax 
preparation for the elderly.  

He is survived by his son, Grant Greig and daughter-in-law, 
Anne Greig; and his two granddaughters, all of Seattle.   

Per his wishes, no services or memorials are planned.   
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to local 

Habitat for Humanity organizations. 

William Grant Greig

Decorations at Fairview, Nelms, 
and Cook Cemeteries July 16 

With the cooperation of the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, the North Shore Cemetery Association will be 
hosting decorations at Fairview, Nelms, and Cook Ceme-
teries on Sunday, July 16, with the first boat shuttle leaving 
at 8:30 a.m., and the last boat leaving at 10 a.m. from the 
Cable Cove Boating Access Area off of NC 28 near 
Fontana Village.  Remember to bring foul weather gear as 
decorations are held rain or shine.  Pets are not allowed in 
accordance with Park rules and regulations.  Service ani-
mals are required to be leashed and must have papers and 
be vested.  You may bring your own lunch, snacks, and 
drinks, or share with those who “pot-luck.”  Picnic tables 
situated near Fairview Cemetery will be sheltered with a 
tarp. 

Participants are asked to stay with the group.  Some have 
been left behind after going exploring or hiking on their 
own and not returning in time for the last shuttle.   

Decorations consist of ‘decorating’ the graves followed 
by service in song and a short devotion.  Lunch will be after 
the Fairview Decoration and the services for Nelms and 
Cook will be conducted after lunch. 

Fairview Cemetery is about a 1/4-mile hike from the lake 
shore.  Nelms is roughly 1-mile beyond Fairview and Cook 
is ½-mile beyond Nelms.  From Nelms, it is about ½-mile 
hike back to the lake shore.  For the latest information and 
cancellations, check Facebook/NorthShoreCemeteryDec-
orations.  This is a public site and can be viewed without a 
membership and you can also message us for help with ac-
cessibility needs. 

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

https://www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com/
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Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

LEBANON, Tenn. – Ross Chastain capped off a perfect
race weekend, hitting all the right notes in Music City to earn
the winner’s guitar trophy in Sunday’s Ally 400 at Nashville
Superspeedway – his first NASCAR Cup Series race victory
of the season, a day after claiming his first career pole position.
But before hoisting his new guitar, the 30-year old Chastain

had a watermelon to smash – his trademark victory celebration
– a nod to his family’s multi-generation watermelon farm in
rural Alva, Fla. And the sold-out Nashville crowd – home to
his race team owner Justin Marks - roared with enthusiasm for
the long smoke-filled victory burnout he did in front of the
grandstands to his enthusiastic melon drop.
“This is incredible,” a grinning Chastain said. “This is why

every little kid out there, anyone in the world, when you get
criticized and you’re going to if you’re a competitor, they will
try to tear you down and you’ll start believing it and you can’t
do that.
“A lot of self-reflection through all this, but I had a group

that believed in me and they didn’t let me get down,” he said
of his challenges in 2023.
Chastain certainly proved that resilience and his faith in the

process. He led early Sunday and then led late – thanks to in-
credibly fast pit stops from his Trackhouse Racing team help-
ing position him for the race lead on the final round of stops
of the night. It’s the first race win of 2023 for Chastain, who
led the championship standings for seven weeks early in the
year, and the first win of the year and first pole position ever
for Trackhouse Racing.
Ultimately Chastain had to hold off Joe Gibbs Racing team-

mates Martin Truex Jr. and Denny Hamlin by .789-second for
the win – leading a race best 99 of the 300 laps, including the
final 34.
Lapped traffic was a factor for Chastain to overcome all

night. He lost his early race lead to Tyler Reddick after Noah
Gragson raced Chastain hard trying not to be lapped. There is
a history between Gragson and Chastain, who had a physical
confrontation at Kansas Speedway in early May. Reddick went
on to win Stage 1 after Chastain was unable to clear Gragson
easily, but Reddick – who started the race alongside Chastain
on the front row - spun out on pit road on a caution shortly
thereafter and ultimately was not a factor for the win.
In the closing laps – with Truex hot on his bumper – Chas-

tain had to navigate traffic again; and again cars held him up
in an effort not to get lapped.
Fortunately for Chastain, some of that traffic made things

difficult for Truex as well and the “Melon Man” as Chastain
is nicknamed was able to pull away some in the final 20 laps.
It was a clean race – only two short extra caution flags be-

yond the two scheduled Stage breaks. Reddick took his third
stage win of the season in Stage 1 and Hamlin notched his
fourth in Stage 2.
“I just think we had a third place car,” Hamlin said. “I

thought the 19 [Truex] was a little better and obviously the 1
[Chastain] came on really strong there at the end. Just didn’t
have quite a fast enough car to go for the win.”
With his runner-up showing Truex maintained the

NASCAR Cup Series championship lead, now up by 18 points
on both Hendrick Motorsports’ William Byron and Chastain.
“Just needed to get the lead. Once we lost it, just too loose

on the long runs, just could never get off the corner good to
make a move,” Truex said. “Just needed a little bit. Had a lot
of speed. … overall a good night.”
The 1.33-mile Nashville oval has been a good place for

Chastain. He finished runner-up in 2021 and was fifth last year.
And having won his first career pole position on Saturday, he
went into Sunday’s race feeling optimistic.
“I trust in my people, my family back home, the agriculture

Ross Chastain earns hometown
win for Trackhouse Racing team

Ross Chastain, driver of the #1 Worldwide Express Chevrolet, and
crew celebrate in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Ally 400 at Nashville Superspeedway on June 25, 2023, in
Lebanon, Tenn. Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

race that saw three yellow flags within the first 20 laps. Fifteen
cars in the 38-car field had been involved in incidents before
the Stage 2 break.
Yet ultimately it came down to a veteran’s purposeful, pa-

tient afternoon-long pursuit, and the 41-year old Californian
Allmendinger was up for the challenge, claiming his 17th vic-
tory in the NASCAR Xfinity Series and second of the season.
“I love winning on ovals because I know a lot of people

doubt me on an oval,” a smiling Allmendinger said, a nod to
his former open-wheel days and his reputation as one of the
best road course drivers in the history of the sport.
Certainly his experience paid off on Saturday with an espe-

cially active day. Ty Gibbs, the 2022 NASCAR Xfinity Series
champion and now a NASCAR Cup Series rookie, won the
first Stage and showed himself among the class of the field.
But on the next restart his No. 19 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota
was hit while racing for the lead with one of this year’s cham-
pionship favorites, Austin Hill, who was restarting up front on
older tires. Allmendinger’s Chevy also suffered a little damage
in the five-car melee near the front of the pack, but he  and
Hill were able to continue, while Gibbs’ car was too damaged.
Chandler Smith, Allmendinger’s Kaulig Racing teammate

won the race’s second stage and kept the lead pack honest for
most of the day. He and Allmendinger exchanged the lead and
ran 1-2 for much of the second half of the race around the
1.333-mile oval.
After a series of final scheduled pit stops, Parker Kligerman

settled in for the biggest strategic gamble of the day. While the
lead cars were making their way back through the field fol-
lowing stops, Kligerman kept his No. 48 Big Machine Racing
Chevrolet out front willing to take a chance on a fuel-saving
strategy. But with 12 laps remaining, Kligerman’s team told
him to drop in line behind Allmendinger to start conserving
and Allmendinger passed him for the lead with 11 laps to go.
JR Motorsports driver Sam Mayer finished third with Hill

fourth and JR Motorsports’ – and Tennessee native - Josh
Berry rounding out the Top-5.
“That was the most up and down day I’ve ever had in rac-

ing,” Mayer said, managing a smile on pit road afterward.

industry and all the people Justin Marks has in place,” Chas-
tain said, adding, “It’s absolutely incredible the fight that we
have.”
Chase Elliott, the 2022 Nashville winner, finished fourth,

followed by his Hendrick Motorsports teammates Kyle Larson
and Byron. Joe Gibbs Racing’s Christopher Bell, Legacy
Motor Club’s Erik Jones, Richard Childress Racing’s Kyle
Busch and Kaulig Racing’s A.J. Allmendinger – who won the
Nashville NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Saturday –
rounded out the Top-10.
The NASCAR Cup Series next heads to downtown Chicago

for the highly-anticipated Grant Park 200 Chicago Street Race
next Sunday (5:30 p.m. ET, NBC, MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio)

AJ Allmendinger’s 17th career NASCAR 
Xfinity Series win proves his versatility
LEBANON, Tenn. – Kaulig Racing’s A.J. Allmendinger

held off an especially spirited field in double overtime to claim
his first oval race victory of the season in a dramatic Tennessee
Lottery 250 at Nashville Superspeedway Saturday afternoon.
The popular veteran led the final 20 laps and got an im-

pressive final restart to launch his No. 11 Kaulig Racing
Chevrolet and drive off to a 1.323-second win over runner-up
Riley Herbst in a race that included a record-tying 11 caution
periods and 17 lead changes among 11 different drivers.
The caution-punctuated ending was perhaps suitable for a
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*Offer applies to select mowers. Valid 5/18/23 to 7/9/23, only at participating retailers and on 
www.cubcadet.com, and in the U.S. only. Savings amount may vary depending on retailer/dealer 
inventory; contact retailer/dealer for details. May not be combined with any other discount or offer 
and does not apply to prior purchases or purchases made before or after the promotion dates. 
Discount does not apply to tax, freight, or shipping and handling. If you return the merchandise, 
the value of this promotion is not refunded or credited to your account. No cash value, except 
where prohibited by law.

5/18/2023 to 7/9/2023
UUpp ttoo $$11,,110000..0000 ooffff UUllttiimmaa ZZeerroo--TTuurrnnss && 

$$225500 ooffff EEnndduurroo SSeerriieess
(828) 369-9655 • 461 Highlands Rd, Franklin, NC

828.349.3390 
Franklin, NC  

Serving All of  
Western North Carolina

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc. 
6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734 
(828) 349-3390 • NC Contractors # 75898

Paving & Resurfacing • Excavating 
Grading & Road Repair  

Sewer & Water • Retaining Walls  
Equipment Rental 

Specializing in Seal Coating

John Hunter Nemechek fin-
ished sixth in the No. 20 JGR
Toyota. Although he never led a
lap his rally forward after a 21st
starting position was good
enough for him to hold onto the
championship lead by nine points
over Hill.

Reigning NASCAR CRAFTS-
MAN Truck Series champion
Zane Smith turned in an impres-
sive seventh-place finish in the
No. 28 Ford. Allmendinger’s
Kaulig teammate Daniel Hemric
was eighth. Herbst’s Stewart-
Haas Racing teammate Cole
Custer was ninth followed by
rookie Parker Retzlaff.

“We got a little fortunate there,
when the accident happened, it
didn’t really do anything too bad
to the quarter panels .. and the
guys did a good job of fixing it
there,” Allmendinger said of the
early damage, noting that the rash
of early cautions actually helped
his team have time to restore his car competitively.

“I will be honest, I was shocked on the initial start, I went
down and made it three wide and thought nothing of it, didn’t
even drive my car that hard and started wrecking so that kind
of raised my eyebrows, it’s a lot slicker than I expected,” All-
mendinger said. “So the next couple starts, just tried to chill
and get into the rhythm of the race. I just knew more than any-
thing I needed a good re-start and to get in Turn 1 clean,’’ he
said of the final restart and ultimate winning move.

The NASCAR Xfinity Series moves to the Midwest next
week for Saturday’s inaugural The Loop 121 on the Chicago
Street Race course (5 p.m. ET, USA Network, MRN, Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio).

Carson Hocevar powers to second CRAFTSMAN 
Truck Series win of the season
LEBANON, Tenn. – Carson Hocevar took the lead with 40

laps remaining in Friday night’s NASCAR CRAFTSMAN
Truck Series Rackley Roofing 200 at Nashville Superspeed-
way and held off every challenge necessary in the closing laps

AJ Allmendinger, driver of the #10 Bailey Zimmerman - Religiously Chevrolet, celebrates in vic-
tory lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series Tennessee Lottery 250 at Nashville Super-
speedway on June 24, 2023, in Lebanon, Tenn. Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

– including a frantic push from his competitors on a re-start
with three laps remaining – to earn his second career victory.

Hocevar held off reigning series champion, Front Row
Motorsports’ Zane Smith and Friday’s polesitter Nick
Sanchez by a slight .271-second margin in a tightly-contested
final push toward the finish line among the trio. The win for
the 20-year old driver of the No. 42 Niece Motorsports
Chevrolet makes him the fourth multi-race winner of the sea-
son and an impressive fifth consecutive Top-5 for Hocevar.

Ironically, Hocevar’s first career win came after Smith and
Sanchez wrecked at the front of the field on the final lap of
double overtime at Texas Motor Speedway. This time, the
only drama was the Michigan-native’s impressive pace out
front in the closing laps. 

“I’m so excited I can finally put that other to rest,” Hoce-
var said of the circumstances of his first win, adding, “And
hopefully I can win a lot more races for them [Neice Motor-
sports].”

Hocevar’s effort earned him not only the one-of-a-kind
Nashville winner’s guitar but also an extra $50,000 as part of

the CRAFTSMAN Truck Series’ Triple Truck Challenge pro-
gram. He joins Ben Rhodes and Grant Enfinger as the three re-
cipients of the three-race bonus money this season.

Sanchez, 22, led the opening 35 laps in his No. 2 Rev Rac-
ing Chevrolet. The opening stage concluded when Smith got
by Sanchez in the closing laps to claim his second stage win
of the season.

Corey Heim and Bayley Currey rounded out the top 5 on
Friday. Heim led the most laps - 57 of the 150 on the night -
and won Stage 2 in the No. 11 TRICON Garage Toyota. He
also leads the championship by 16 points over Smith.

Chase Purdy, Matt DiBenedetto, Tyler Ankrum, Ben
Rhodes and Jake Garcia rounded out the top 10.

It was a tough day for veteran Stewart Friesen, who was in-
volved in two incidents that brought out caution periods. He
dropped from ninth to 11th in the standings with only three
regular season races remaining to set the 10-driver Playoff
field.

Sanchez’s effort at Nashville combined with Friesen’s
tough-luck night moved the Miami rookie into that all-impor-
tant 10th place position with a six-point advantage on Friesen.

The series takes a week off and resumes with some road
course racing July 8 - the O’Reilly Auto Parts 150 at Mid-Ohio
at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course (1:30 p.m. ET, FS1, MRN,
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).

Carson Hocevar, driver of the #42 Worldwide Express Chevrolet,
celebrates in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Craftsman
Truck Series Rackley Roofing 200 at Nashville Superspeedway on
June 23, 2023, in Lebanon, Tenn.  Photo by Meg Oliphant/Getty Images

https://carolinajunction.com/
https://blackbearpavinginc.com/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

68. With clear mind 
69. Itty-bitty 
70. The Weather Girls' "It's 
Raining ____" 
71. Fill with spirits 
72. Ceases 
73. Get the picture 
74. Ascended 
 
DOWN 
1. Design detail 
2. Big name in gasoline sta-
tions 
3. *Genus Panthera member 
4. Improvise 
5. Godlike 
6. Point of entry 
7. *Genetic information car-
rier, acr. 

STATEPOINT  
CROSSWORD  
THEME:  
BIOLOGY 101   
ACROSS 
1. *Lactuca sativa dish 
6. Banned insecticide 
9. Doorframe part 
13. *Group of #3 Down 
14. Top seed number 
15. *Blood ____, diabetic's 
concern 
16. *Food poisoning-causing 
bacterium 
17. Galley tool 
18. Sushi restaurant staple 
19. *Giant sequoia, e.g. 
21. *Measure of energy 
23. Auction call 
24. Animal coat 
25. Tolstoy's first name, in 
Russian 
28. *Plural of cecum 
30. *Fastest growing woody 
plant 
35. Footnote acronym 
37. Mosquito net, e.g. 
39. Attention-seeking 
40. Skier's aid 
41. Certain saxes 
43. Sheltered, nautically 
speaking 
44. Wive's mother, e.g. 
46. "____ we forget" 
47. Christian of haute-couture 
48. Based on two 
50. Colorado's neighbor 
52. European Nuclear Society 
53. Beauty salon sound 
55. Official language of Laos 
57. *Dissolving agent 
61. *C6H12O6 
65. *Relating to trunk, neck 
and head 
66. Lamb's momma 

8. 9 a.m. prayer 
9. Saturn's daughter, Roman 
goddess 
10. *Petri dish gel 
11. The Wise Men 
12. French appetizer 
15. Scheherazade's listener 
20. Swelling of human or-
gans 
22. Priestly garb 
24. Book cover prototype 
25. *Fatty acids 
26. Piano key material 
27. Pancho of Mexican Revo-
lution fame 
29. *Basic unit of life 
31. Fermented honey libation 
32. Misrepresent 
33. Theater, to Socrates 

34. Deed hearings 
36. "Wanted!" option 
38. *Parasite's ride 
42. Stable room 
45. Sagely 
49. Major news network, acr. 
51. Cargo carrier 
54. Agenda entries 
56. Round openings 
57. Fill to satisfaction 
58. Ox, pl. 
59. What Pinocchio did 
60. Popular walking shoe 
brand 
61. *Basic unit of heredity 
62. South American tubers 
63. Web location 
64. Paradise garden 
67. Like Willie Winkie

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Gracie is about a 
year old Staffordshire 
Terrier Mix. She gets 
along well with other 
dogs and loves 
people. She is on her 
way to being house 
broken as well.

Molly is a 5 year old 
spayed female  
Staffordshire Terrier. 
She is housebroken, 
listens well to   
commands and is 
very loving. She 
should be the only 
animal in a home.

Macon County Animal Services,  
Open M-F by appointment only, call 

(828)349-2106.  
Pictures of Lost and Available Pets,  
www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices

PETS OF THE WEEK

https://www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices/
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TRAILER REPAIR 
& MAINTENANCE

828-349-4500
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

• BRAKES
• BEARINGS
• WELDING
• LIGHTING
• 12V WIRING
• WHEELS/TIRES

In Otto since 1998

Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

IN HOME AID Run Errands, Dr.
Appointments, Grocery
Store/Pharmacy. References.
CNA Trained Caregiver, Over
16 Years Experience. (828)342-
3750.

GRADING, FINISH Grading,
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524- 8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No
Job Too Small, Free Esti-
mates. Call Rick Hall
(828)371-3566.

ASHE PAINT, STAIN, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning,
Quality Guaranteed, Affordable,
Dependable Service, Residen-
tial/Commercial, Exterior/Inte-
rior, Log Homes & Decks.
(828)506-1641.

FREE ESTIMATES Rain Gut-
ter Clean Out. Yard Clean Up
& Care, Mulch. Pressure
Cleaning. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-
5273.

MELTON’S ROOFING Gutter
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your
Roof and Gutter Needs.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing, decks
and RV’s you name it. I can
bring my own water and your
estimate is free! For any ques-
tions call (828)200-5298. We’re
happy to help!

THE DUCT GUY HVAC Duct-
work & Dry Vent Cleaning. Win-
dow & Pressure Washing.
FREE Estimates. Insured & Ex-
perienced! Call (828)342- 5540.

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO. In-
terior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper
removal, Log Homes, Decks,
Insured. Free estimates.
(828)332- 0525, (828)421-
8600.

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
Pumps, Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.

GIBSON’S PAINTING &
Home Repairs, 30 Years Ex-
perience, Insured, Satisfaction
Guaranteed, Interior and Ex-
terior Painting, Pressure
Washing. Free Estimates,
Beat Any Price. (828)200-
7549.

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.

HANDYMAN HOME RE-
PAIRS Carpentry, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning,
Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs
of any kind. 40 Years,
Fast/Reasonable/Reliable.
(828)332-7247.

NEW CREATIONS Land-
scaping LLC. Landscaping
Projects, Cleanup, Annual
Color, Mulch, Pine Straw,
Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, De-
sign, Grounds Maintenance,
Firewood and Much More!
Licensed & Insured, Free
Estimates (828)524-6959.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Pro-
fessional Service Reason-
able rates. NC Licensed and
fully insured. 20+ years ex-
perience. (845)807-1326.
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CUSTOMER SERVICE posi-
tion available, must be knowl-
edgeable of the 7 western
counties of NC. in order to give
out visitor information. Sales
experience needed as well.
Fun job! Contact: martha@vis-
itsmokies.org (828)369-9606.

10-FAMILY Saturday, July 1, 8-
? Coon Club off Wide Horizon
Dr. Building Over Flowing with
deals.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY Craft
Show, Saturday, July 8, 10am-
3pm, Carson Building, Old Mur-
phy Rd., Franklin, Across from
Recycling Center, 10 Crafters,
All Displaying Different Crafts.
Get your Holiday Shopping
Done Early!

HUGE INDOOR CHURCH Yard
Sale. Friday, June 30, 8:30-4,
Saturday July 1, 8:30-4:00. St.
Mary’s Catholic Church, 22
Bartlett Street Sylva, NC. Rain
or Shine.
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SPAGHETTI DINNER Stacey
Dryman fundraiser, help with
cancer expenses, Sky Valley-
Scaly Mtn. Volunteer Fire &
Rescue Building, Hale Ridge
Rd., Saturday, July 1, 11am–
4pm, Adults $10.00; Children
under 10, $8. Donations ac-
cepted by mail to Scaly Moun-
tain Church of God, 278 Buck
Knob Road, Scaly Mountain,
NC 28775.

BINGO American Legion Hall,
614 W. Main St., Every
Wednesday. New Hours Early
Bird 4:30 to 5:30, Regular Ses-
sion 5:30, Snack Bar Available.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL Res-
cue Thrift Store, Open Tuesday
thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm, 1521
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-
3046.

YOUR AD could be here. Call
(828)369-6767.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building Ma-
terials, Doors & Windows, Appli-
ances & More! (828)524-5273.
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main
St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.
10-4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

POM-A-POO PUPPIES Nice
colors, cute faces, 1 female, 3
males. 10 weeks old. Vaccina-
tions current. $200. (828)200-
5101.

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG Walk-
ers Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

LOOKING FOR A LOVING Pet
or Lost Pet. Macon County An-
imal Services, Open M-F by
appointment call (828)349-
2106. Pictures of Lost and
Available Pets, www.face-
book.com/maconanimal
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REDUCED! 2005 FLEET-
WOOD Terra 32S, 42K miles,
new tires, new Seatcraft reclin-
ers, 50-inch TV in living room,
24-inch in bedroom, new floors,
lots of updates. $27,500, call for
more info. (828)371-7284.
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ECHO CHAIN SAW C310 16”
Bar Good Condition $200.
(828)421-5264.

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
GI Boot, OCP Scorpion Multi-
Cam Marpat Camo, Nets,
Ammo Can’s, Uniforms,
Vests, Packs Field Gear, GI
Wool Blankets. 3 Day Assault
Pack, W/C Poncho
Liner/Woobie. We Buy, Trade
All Types Military Clothing,
Field Gear. Open Mon.-Fri., 9-
6 Sat 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge
Rd., Franklin, NC, (828)349-
3140.

RV/TINY HOME LOTS for sale.
$40k-$50k/ea. Each lot comes
with water, power, and septic
run to each lot. Located in
Franklin, NC. (828)200- 0161.
Go to our web site for directions
and more info. www.TinyMoun-
tainEstates .com
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OFFICE FOR RENT Large 2
room suite in Franklin, Court-
house Plaza Building. Rent in-
cludes power, heat and air.
$790/month. Call (828)524-
7799.
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SUBSCRIBE!

828-369-6767
maconcountynews@gmail.com

News
Classifieds
Real Estate
Obituaries

Sports
Dining

12 Months
$29.00

6 Months
$16.00

3 Months
$11.00

(includes tax)

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://treeservicefranklinnc.com/
https://familyautocareinc.com/


FREE
SHELLAC

UPGRADE*

w/Purchase of Mani/Pedi
*Cannot be combined w/other offers

$110
SSPPAA SSPPEECCIIAALL ##11
MANICURE, PEDICURE 
& ONE HOUR MASSAGE

$10
OFF

PERMS

BUY 2, 
GET 1 
FREE
ON ALL 
RETAIL

MANICURE, PEDICURE & ONE HOUR 
HYDROMASSAGE VISIT

SSPPAA SSPPEECCIIAALL ##22

$110

SSPPAA SSPPEECCIIAALL ##33
MANICURE, PEDICURE 

& FACIAL

$99.95

We buy & sell Antiques, Collectibles,
Jewelry and Estates

NEW ARRIVALS DAILY!

Antiques, Furniture, Plants & Gifts

50% OFF EVERYTHING!
(828)524-2419 Located next door to Sophisticut

308 Depot St. • Franklin, NC
(828)524-2419  (828)524-3395

MON-FRI 9-5
SAT 9-2

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
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