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Pickin’ on the Square in downtown Franklin is still a popular event with residents and visitors alike with the Town of Franklin hav-
ing sponsored the free Saturday night concerts for decades. This past weekend hometown favorite The Lisa Boone Band drew in
the crowds to hear a variety of styles and tunes. Pickin’ happens every other Saturday night beginning at 6 p.m. See page 9 for in-

formation on next week’s scheduled band.
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Commissioners fail to pass FY "23-24 budget

Dan Finnerty — Contributing Writer

On Tuesday, June 13, Macon County Commissioners
(MCC) met for their monthly meeting at the county court-
house. Previous meetings appeared to have prepared the
commissioners to pass a new budget for fiscal year
2023/2024 (FY 23/24). However, after five hours, in a 2-3
vote, the budget failed to pass. Instead, commissioners will
meet again on Monday, June 19, to hash out remaining is-
Sues.

In addition to three speakers, who all commented on their
perceived lack of budget support for the Town of Highlands’
needs and projects, numerous questions on the proposed
$64,566,978 county budget came up throughout the evening.
Macon County Manager Derek Roland repeatedly addressed
various concerns posed primarily by John Shearl, the first
term commissioner from District 1 which includes High-

lands. Shearl’s main point was that with additional revenue,
the county is not compelled to place it all in a budget or even
contingency funding pools. He opined that if the taxing mill-
age rate was lowered even more (current proposed rate is al-
ready $.13 less than last year at $.27) taxpayers could benefit
from it. Roland and Chairman Paul Higdon repeatedly ar-
gued that given encumbrances already in place, through cap-
ital projects such as the Franklin High School (FHS), too
many commitments exist to lower rates further.
Additionally, toward the end of the meeting when Co-
chairman Josh Young attempted to make some changes
which would assist with Highlands projects in response to
Shearl’s objections, the vote was again held off. The other
first term commissioner, Danny Antoine, questioned whether
the budget contained enough coverage for Macon County

See COMMISSIONERS page 2
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NEW HOURS! LOWER PRICES!
MORE GAMES! MORE FUN!

EVERY
WEDNESDAY

Early Bird 4:30 to 5:30
Regular Session starts at 5:30

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY BINGO

614 West Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC
No outside food or drinks permitted
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Continued from page 1

youth and younger families.

“We have hardly anything in this community for kids.
What are we bringing within this budget that is going to help
with that? We talk about a drug problem and what are we
doing to actually help communicate that problem — what is
in this particular budget toward ending that?”

Roland replied that a refurbished (or replaced) Molar
Roller for youth dental care and ongoing funding for school
nurses is budgeted. School resource officers and increased
Medicaid coverage through the Department of Social Serv-
ices funding are also included within the budget. He con-
cluded, “As far as capital [projects] go, this is the most
increase in capital expenditures within this budget of $1.7
million over last year, due mostly to interest on investment.”

Young then chimed in that regarding education and other
needs within the area of youth and schools, “capital expen-
ditures for education increased 9% - $2.1 million in this
budget was originally allocated to capital improvements in
the Macon County School System. There is $1,150,000 of
that total which goes toward making sure all the children
have iPads and other

The only new business item on the agenda was recom-
mendations for use of $75,000 in the community funding
pool, which was presented by Department of Social Serv-
ices director Patrick Betancourt. Betancourt explained that
11 nonprofit organizations vied for a portion of the funding.
Through a scoring process, it was determined that six of the
recipients will receive full request funding while the re-
maining five would receive a portion of their requests.
Which organizations were chosen for full or partial funding
was not revealed at the meeting.

An amendment to Chapter 157 of the MCOC would add
“high impact land uses” associated with adding cryptocur-
rency mining facilities and/or similar server-based facilities
to a list of regulated uses. In general, cryptocurrency mining
is the process by which networks of specialized computers
generate and release new cryptocurrency, e.g., Bitcoin, and
verify new transactions. County Planning Director Joe Allen
was on hand to discuss the amendment and answer ques-
tions from the board. After a couple speakers voiced their
concern over noise generated by server facilities, attendees
were reminded that the amendment is for regulating such fa-
cilities, not authorizing them. The amendment passed with-
out further issue.

Macon County Sheriff Brent Holbrooks talked on a re-

technology to help them
learn in an ever-chang-
ing environment.”

At the end of the
nearly two-hour budget
discussion, Shearl stated
he did not come to the
meeting prepared for
what took place regard-
ing questions and con-
cerns by other board
members. He further of-
fered that “there are still
items in this budget that
I don’t agree with.” A
few minutes later, a vote
was taken with Com-

missioners Gary Shields
and Young voting for
the budget but Antoine,
Shearl, and Higdon vot-
ing against it. Failing by a 3-2 margin, a follow-up meeting
was scheduled for Monday, June 19, at 6 p.m. in the Com-
missioner Board Room, at the Macon County Courthouse.

Decker retiring; First Responders honored

The meeting started off with recognition of Mike Decker,
who is retiring as the human resources director within the
county manager’s office. After 31 years and 283 meetings,
Decker’s last day on the job will be June 19.

Macon County Chaplains, Bonnie Peggs and Danny An-
toine also recognized numerous First Responders with a
plaque and $60 gift certificate. Recipients were from the
Sheriff’s Department, Franklin Police Dept., Emergency
Medical Services, and Dispatch.

Public Hearings

A public hearing was held on two topics, both Macon
County Ordinance Code (MCOC) amendments — one on
cryptocurrency mining facilities regulation and the other on
prohibition of camping along the Little Tennessee River
Greenway. A couple people did speak on each topic with
concern primarily with the former and support for the latter.
Additional high interest items included an Interlocal Agree-
ment regarding the Higdon Property, a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between Macon County and the Board
of Education and Macon County Middle School track im-
provements.

Macon County Commissioners work on FY 23-24 budget.

quested amendment to Chapter 28 of the ordinance code and
was at the meeting to add any additional necessary details or
answer questions regarding camping along the Greenway.
Again, some citizens spoke on the amendment and mostly
supported it, with further concern of how to best address sit-
uations which necessitated the amendment in the first place.
Most of the attention focused on the problem of homeless-
ness and how best to deal with it. While the commissioners
generally agreed prohibiting camping on the Little Ten-
nessee Greenway would not solve homelessness, drug ad-
diction, or mental iliness, they also agreed it was a necessary
step in the process. This amendment also passed, 4-1, with
Shearl opposing.

Macon Middle School Track

Chairman Paul Higdon requested an evaluation on the
Macon Middle School (MMS) track improvements scope of
work. Macon County Schools Auxiliary Director Todd
Gibbs spoke on varying issues associated with fixing or re-
placing the track. He referred to a Request for Proposal
(RFP) that was released a few months ago which has re-
vealed, among other things, that some evaluation of the track
will be required before determining the best solution for fix-
ing it. He explained that a track has two parts — an asphalt
base and a urethane or latex topping over it. While it is read-
ily evident that the top layer is no longer usable or safe, it is
not yet clear whether the asphalt base will need replacing.
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Part of the RFP
process will be to have
potential companies,
vying for the contract,
to conduct surveys in
order to better under-
stand the full track con-
dition. What was agreed
to was that a six-lane
track for the middle
school, which can be
used by the high school
while their new track is
developed, will suffice.
There was some talk
about making the MMS
track eight-lanes to sup-
port state level meets
but the idea was dis-
missed for various rea-
sons including cost and
logistics involved with
enlarging the current
site.

Young read the MOU
between the County and

the Board of Education County HR Director Mike Decker was recognized for his 31 years of
(BOE) that is tied to the Service at Tuesday’s county commissioner meeting. Pictured (L-R)
FHS project. The MOU are County Manager Derek Roland, Decker, and County Commission

essentially states that
the County and the
BOE, jointly referred within as “the Par-
ties,” have “Jointly applied to the North
Carolina General Assembly for funding ...
which proposes to include in the upcoming
biennial budget as much as $60 million in
grant funding for construction of a high
school through the Education Lottery
Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund.”
Conversations then ensued between com-
missioners, mostly from Shearl questioning
plans to raze current school buildings even-
tually and also asking if another location
was not better suited for the FHS project.
Shields, primarily due to his thorough
knowledge of the school system and its his-
tory, offered numerous processes under-
taken and lessons learned that resulted in
the current plan for the new school project.
He ended with, “You have to build a cur-
riculum first and then build *brick and mor-
tal’ based on the curriculum.” A motion was
then made to approve and passed unani-
mously.

Chairman Paul Higdon.

Higdon Property

Young also introduced an Interlocal
Agreement, also with the BOE, concerning
the use of the so called “Higdon Property,
located at 195 Wayah Street in Franklin. The
property is being considered for possible use
in conjunction with the FHS project al-
though it was not locked into that purpose
legally prior to the meeting. The agreement,
signed May 4 by BOE Chairman Jim
Breedlove, states in part, “Whereas the
County has offered the Higdon Property to
the Board for appropriate school uses; and
whereas the Board wishes to acquire Hig-
don Property for appropriate school and ed-
ucational purposes ... the two parties agree
to a lease agreement on the property.” Com-
missioners talked to the specific uses the
property, and in particular what the home lo-
cated on the eight-plus acres, could provide
to the high school. Primary focus was on
using land to grow crops/food and then
using the home to teach practical application
skills to students, such as

food preparation, service,
hospitality, etc. A motion
was made to approve the
Agreement, which passed 4-
1, with Shearl again oppos-
ing.

At the conclusion of the
meeting, Higdon announced
a follow up meeting to be
held June 19 at 6 p.m. in
order to continue hammering
out an acceptable budget.

The next regularly sched-
uled County Commissioner
meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, July 13, at 6 p.m. in

The Higdon property is located at 195 Wayah Street near the Macon County Court-

Franklin High School.

Photo by Vickie Carpenter ~ NOUSE.

* SOFAS! SOFAS! SOFAS! *

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

$799

SOLETREN SOFA

DORSTEN CHAISE SOFA  $699

GREAVES CHAISE SOFA $699

5699

. 560 DEPOT STREET ¢ FRANKLIN, NC
4 (828) 369-8296
MaconFurnitureMart.com

OLIN SOFA
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Town of Franklin names four new members to TDA board

Dan Finnerty — Contributing Writer

At the recent Town of Franklin council
meeting in early June, six Tourism Develop-
ment Authority (TDA) positions were an-
nounced, with four of the members joining
the TDA for the first time. Returning mem-
bersinclude Josh Drake of Drake Enterprises
and Tim Crabtree of Crabtree Family Enter-
prise. On Monday, June 12, 2023, TDA Chair
Connie Grubermann welcomed new mem-
bers Guy Gooder, owner of Gooder Grafix;
Rob Reale co-owner of Kitchen Sink, Inc.;
Hannah Edwards with Eat Real Food
Inc./Yonder; and Angela Faye-Martin of
Alarka Expeditions. Three of the positions
will be filled for three years, while the re-
maining three will expireintwo years. Thisis
done to facilitate membership changeswithin
the TDA on a more frequent level. Who is
filling which positions will be announced at
the July meeting.

Asfor the new members, Faye-Martinisin
her sixth year leading an eco-tour-for-profit
business after spending many years in non-
profit positions.

“I'mreally proud of Alarka Expeditions...
it'srun, basically on the beauty of this place
and the biological integrity of it,” she said.

Edwards has been in business aimost six
yearsand defined Yonder asa* specialty food

Four new members were added to Tourism Development Authority. Pictured (L-R) are Guy Gooder
of Gooder Grafix; Angela Faye-Martin with Alarka Expeditions; Rob Reale with Kitchen Sink; and

Hannah Edwards with Yonder.

store focused on locality and regionality of
the food.”

Reale moved to the Franklin area five
years ago and has been a part of the Streets
of Franklin organization since arriving.

Gooder has been running his business for 35
years.

“1 just want to give back to the community
and it'sgood to beinvolved. I'm amember of
Rotary and have been involved with the

chamber of commerce and other organiza-
tions,” said Gooder.

Town of Franklin Manager and TDA
member Amie Owens presented financial
statisticsfor FY [Fiscal Year] 2022-23, which
runs from July through June. As of April 30,
$14,428.14 was collected in occupancy tax,
the second-highest total historically for that
calendar month. The total budgeted for the
current FY was $265,000. With $191,999.48
in expenditures and an additional $57,405.52
remaining in encumbrances (obligated
funds), the balance is $73,350.52.

One of the TDA’'smain purposesisto allot
funding for promotion of travel and tourism
on behalf of the town. New business in-
cluded an application submitted from the
Streets of Franklin Heritage Association for
the Hometown Heritage Festival, which
takes place July 15. Marie Roberts and
Brooke Reale were on hand to address the
TDA on their request for support in the
amount of $3,207. The request was only
$207 more than in 2022. The ninth annual
event will be held Saturday, July 15. While
an application is normally not voted on until
the following month, the TDA decided to
proceed with avote on thisrequest before the
end of the current fiscal year. Support for
$3,000 was approved.

TDA members also voted on two other

Franklin, NG
828-369-2003
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events reguesting support over the summer:
'80s Flashback Weekend and the Franklin
Area Folk Festival. The Smoky Mountain
Shrine Club submitted a request for $5,000
in April in support of the '80s Flashback
event, which occurs annually on the first
weekend of August. This year, it will take
place Friday, Aug. 4 and Saturday, Aug 5.
The event is held to benefit the Greenville
Shriners Hospital for Children. Support for
$1,250 was approved by the TDA.

The 17th annual Franklin Area Folk Fes-
tival will be themed “A Celebration of Ap-
palachian Heritage” and will take place
Aug. 19, from 10 am. until 4 p.m. at the
Cowee School Arts and Heritage Center.
The Folk Heritage Association of Macon
County submitted a request for TDA sup-
port in the amount of $2,000, which
matches their request for 2022. The TDA
voted on and approved the request. The
event isfree of charge to the public.

The last order of business was approval
of the fiscal year 2023/2024 budget ordi-
nance. Carly Moser with Drake Enterprises,
presented data to drive discussion and con-
sideration of the new budget at the May
TDA meeting. The total budget projected
for the next year is $265,000 of which
$220,000 will be spent on advertising and
marketing. A total of $36,000 is already al-
located for festivals and events in the com-
ing year.

Drake Enterprises provides marketing
data collection and analysis for the budget
tracking and presentation. TDA member
Josh Drake offered input on behalf of the
data analysis provided by the LocaliQ mar-
keting platform and conducted in various
budget areas, including advertising and
marketing.

“We' ve [Drake Enterprises| taken alot of
what we' ve learned over the years and im-
plemented it in tracking for the TDA,” he
said. “We've goneto alot of tracking so that
we can make sure what we are doing is
working, first and foremost. If you can’t
prove what you are doing is working, you
are throwing money into the wind.”

The only additional budget expenseisfor
an audit, which totaled $200. TDA members
unanimously approved the budget.

“The budget we work withis TDA money
to spend to continue to bring in tourism. The
TDA determines how the funding is spent,”
explained Grubermann regarding the budg-
eting process.

Meetings are always open to the public to
attend to learn what goes into the budget,
how it is spent, and how decisions on ex-
penditures are reached by the TDA; how-
ever, public input is not part of the TDA
meeting purpose or makeup.

The next scheduled meeting will be Mon-
day, July 3, in the Franklin Town Hall
Boardroom, at 5:30 p.m.
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New section of Bartram Trail meanders to and through Franklin

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

On the backside of the Macon County Fair-
grounds is a decades-old Jobs Corp metal
bridge over Cartoogechaye Creek. It is here
that close to 50 people met on Wed., June 7,
for the dedication of anew Bartram Trail sign
constructed by the Blue Ridge Bartram Trall
Conservancy (BRBTC). Thesign marksaseg-
ment of thetrail opened up to connect thefair-
groundsto the Little Tennessee Greenway and
into the Town of Franklin.

The BRBTC maintains the 110-mile-long
segment of the Bartram Trail that extendsfrom
Rabun County in Georgia through Macon
County to end at Cheoah Bald, beyond Nan-
tahala Lake. While most of the 110-mile sec-
tion is through clearly marked wilderness
paths, this new section is an attempt to keep
hikersiwa kers off the roadways.

BRBTC Executive Director Brent Martin
explained that the Conservancy has worked
for the last two years with the Town of
Franklin, Mainspring Conservation Trust,
Friends of the Greenway, and the Macon
County Recreation Park to eliminate more
than five miles of a12-mileroad walk that re-
quired hikersto crossUS 441 and US 64. Rep-
resentatives from these entities attended the
June 7 noon-day event, asdid the general pub-
lic and anyoneinterested in hiking/walking the
new trail section. Also present were represen-
tatives from the U.S. Forest Service, the
Chamber of Commerce, Folk Heritage Asso-
ciation of Macon County, and more.

“Essential to the project’s success was the
acquisition of the 13.9 acre ‘' Dillstract,” made
possible through Mainspring and the N.C.
Land and Water Fund,” Martin pointed out.
“This acquisition connects the Greenway to
the Macon County Recreation Park and the
fairgrounds, providing additional greenspace
for local citizens and visitors, and a safer and
more scenic experience for those hiking the

Representatives from several local entities participated in the ribbon-cutting dedication of a new
Bartram Trail sign on June 7. The sign is located at the back side of the Macon County Fair-

grounds near Cartoogechaye Creek.

Bartram Trail.”

When 18th-century American naturalist
William Bartram traveled the southeastern
United States between 1773 and 1777 to doc-
ument and illustrate species of plants and an-
imals previousy unknown to western
civilization, Franklin was not yet a town; in
fact, North Carolinawas not yet a state but a
colony — and Western North Carolina was
considered a territory. Thus, Bartram'’s path
followed wagon and Native Indian trails,
many of which till exist and are part of what
is known as the Bartram Trail. But the trail
that went through where Franklin and roads
exist today has essentially disappeared. New
sections of the trail meandering through
Franklin help safely connect hikers from the

wilderness paths so they do not have to walk
on busy roads or drive from one trailhead to
another.

“So much has gone into acquiring and es-
tablishing this new section,” said Martin, “in-
cluding rights of way ... approva. The Dills
tract was sold to the Town of Franklin, but we
[BRBTC] have to maintain and monitor it.”

Mainspring’'s Stewardship Manager/GIS
[geographic information system] Specialist
Kelder Monar told attendees of the June 7 sign
unveiling that, “This new section of the trail
is great for public access and for wildlife
preservation.”

Added Town of Franklin Council member
Stacy Guffey,

“I'm excited about two things,” added

Franklin Town Council member Stacy Guf-
fey. “One s that in 2001, when the building
of the Greenway was being discussed and a
dlide show was crested to build interest, one
image in the presentation showed kids trying
to push their bikes along 441 to get to the rec
park. Now they can take this trail. And I’'m
happy for the Bartram Trail community, that
they thereis a place to walk that is not along
the highway.”

Also present on June 7 was EstelaAcevedo
Ruiz, a recent graduate of Franklin High
School. Ruiz, who will attend Appalachian
State University in Boone, N.C., in the fall,
has been interning with BRBTC to serve asa
Spanish interpreter in order to encourage the
Spanish-speaking community of Macon
County to learn about and traverse the Bar-
tram Trail. She recently helped lead a group
to hike a section of thetrail at Wayah Bald.

Ruiz was for the last two years a part of
Macon County Schools STEM Program’s
summer Youth Trail Corps, which involved
camping on and maintaining the Bartram Trail
with representatives from Southeast Conser-
vation Corps.

“l want to make the Spanish-speaking
knowledgeable about the Bartram Trail and to
make them feel welcometo thetrail,” shesaid.
“| trandate to them information about plants
and trees as Brent points them out. It'sagreat
experience for me.”

After the sign dedication and ribbon cutting,
Martin led about 20 attendees to the event on
the five-mile new section that ended at Lazy
Hiker Brewing Company, where a specia
beer was brewed, dubbed Bartram'’s Brew, to
celebrate the new trail section. During the
evening of June 7, Martin led aWilliam Bar-
tram-themed trivia contest and presented
BRBTC raffle winners a variety of items, in-
cluding many native plants — some of which
were documented by Bartram when hevisited
the areain the 1700s.

The Summer ‘Cozy’
Lake Front Rentals

" (FRODILY
AUMOIGH

Thank you to all of our customers for
another successful year of business!

Mon. - Fri. 8-5

528 369-2199

976 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

NO GREDIT CARD FEES!

A Stacked Catch Out Pond with
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and even Golden Tout.

 KID FRIENDLY! « WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BRIT

We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a
it’s FREE
828-349-9034
TROUT FISHING 4175 Tellico Rd
NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT Franklin, NC

by DIVA’S ON MAIN

Lakefront — 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
2 Units, Fully Furnished
Short term or summer rental.
Adult community, no pets, easy access,
8 minutes from downtown Franklin.

Sarah (770)757-7500


https://familyautocareinc.com/
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Treat Dad to the very best this Father's Day! Smithey Ironware af Kitchen Sink, Inc.

4909%

(828) 421-0732 Kitchew Stk ine:

29 EAST MAIN ST. ¢ FRANKLIN, NC
FISHTALESWNC.COM
EVERYTUING BUT THE KITCHEN SINK
72 E. Main St. = Franklin, NC

| n We also have a vast selection of Wusthof, Zwilling/
at e r S a . L Henckel/Miyabli, Shun, Messermeister and Global knives
thekitchensinkinc.com to choose from, with national promos and in-store sales.

Hosted by the
American Legion Auxiliary

Sunday June 18th
11-2pm

BBQ Pork,
Baked Beans,
Potato Salad,
Slaw, Iced Tea

and Dessert

$12 Fathers No Charge
Children 10 and under $5

Father - Child Corn Hole Challenge
American Legion Bldg 614 West Main St



https://www.fishtaleswnc.com/
https://thekitchensinkinc.com/
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FHS basketball coach resumes summer camps for young athletes

Dan Finnerty — SportsWriter

On June 1, 48 Franklin area boys, from 5th
through 8th grade, finished up athree-day bas-
ketball camp at Franklin High School (FHS),
where they learned myriad skills, techniques,
and lessons. FHS Head Coach Doug Plem-
mons knows a thing or two about coaching
basketbdl, on variouslevels. Back for hissec-
ond stint as varsity basketball coach, Plem-
mons passion for and dedication to the sport
does not stop there. Probably few people know
— and who could blame them — that heis till
the al-time scoring leader in basketball at
Swain County High School (SCHS). When
Plemmonsalso revedled that hisbrother, Tony,
who is six years younger, and who also ap-
plied the same techniques FHS uses in its
camps, is the second leading scorer in SCHS
history, the kidsin attendance took notice.

In addressing participants, Plemmons ad-
vised them that the purpose of the camp was
not just to assess basketball skillsor eventeach
them.

“Any timeyou are around coaches, they are
going to be evauating you ... on basketball
ability but also your attitude, your coachabil-
ity, and ball sharing, etc.” While he refers to
himself as “old school,” Plemmons is also
wise enough to know that any undertaking is
better accomplished with assistance from oth-
ers. Assistants, who both possess

Forty-eight students participated in the 2023 FHS Summer Basketball Camp.

he cannot hold acamp every week of the sum-
mer, there may be an additional window to get
together again before the next school year
sartsin late August. He also welcomed them
to come to other camps he and his assistants
will be conducting, including one scheduled
thisweek with hisvarsity playersthat includes
scrimmages againgt other schools. For the next
few weeksin June, the varsity and junior var-

mores Max McClure, Braylen Dezarn, and
Noah Brannon, and freshman Addix Sutton al
dedicated their first few days of summer va
cation to help the coaches and teach the boys.

Plemmons | eft the camp participantswith a
bit of sage advice.

“My dad used to say this: it's hard to teach
somebody something that already thinks they
know everything.”

Coach Rogers also added,

prerequisite knowledge, and in the
case of a camp, the desire and pa-
tience to teach were also an integral
part of the camp experience for the
boys. Old school principles bring
with them some timeless attributes.

“We don’t wait until tryouts to
find out how our teamisgoing to be
... and if you're a smart basketball
player, you won't wait until tryouts
to try to show you are a good bas-
ketball player,” he advised the boys
finishing his camp. “If you'll start
right now —you’ ve got agood start;
three daysin arow that you' ve been
working on basketball — if you add
to that as summer goesalong, you'll

advising the student athleteson
baskethall vs. life skills, “If
you can't handle things off the
court, you can't expect to han-
dle things on the court; always
remember that —that's not just
basketbdl, that's any sport.”
Each of the students re-
ceived a certificate from the
camp aswell asasheset that in-

game time strategies. Part of that is based on
physical attributes, while also due to experi-
ence levels and skill sets. Other than acouple
N.C. state-mandated weeks off during the
summer, coaches will be conducting some
type of basketball Kills, fithess, and game en-
vironment applications throughout August.
Once school starts and an acclimation period
ends, Plemmons also has opportunity to con-
duct additional preparedness skills during the
Bigger, Faster, Stronger (BFS) physical edu-
cation classesthat are held each day as part of
high school course offerings. Starting Labor
Day week, hewill schedule pick-up gamesin
between other sports' practices at least one
night a week. By October, he ramps practice
games up to two aweek. With this approach,
by the time the season begins in November,
FHS players are dready used to playing and,
for the most part, arein game shape.

FHS basketba | —both JV and varsity

be really surprised, in a positive
way, how much better you can get.”

Plemmons began his FHS coach-
ing career in 1993, but he departed for various
reasons in 2009 before returning in the same
capacity in 2016. During his first tenure,
Plemmons started summer basketball camps
for those who were not yet at the high school
age nor skill level. Hisintent al along wasto
not only teach basketball skills, but also pre-
pare participating youth for other challenges
that awaited them as they grew into adoles-
cence and adulthood. Upon his return to his
current position, Plemmons observed that oth-
erswere carrying on his basketball camp tra-
dition and they “weren’'t messing it up.”

At the same time, he yearned for an oppor-
tunity to start up his camps again if only to
have additional avenues to positively impact
young boys/men in both basketball and life
skills. Hereminded the participantsthat while

Coach Doug Plemmons addresses Basketball
Camp participants

sity (JV) teams will play different
teams from the area, including
Rabun County (Georgia), Enkaand
Hayesville high schools, and others.
Individua workout dayswill aso be
held at the Panther Den throughout
the summer and Plemmons a so en-

— practices start in June. With the ex-
ception of Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes (FCA) events, which take players
on the road for three days for atotal of
seven games, Plemmons will continue
with three-days-a-week practices, each
90 minutes long, through the summer.
The main focus will be running drills
that incorporate playsand Strategiesthe
coaching staff intendsto implement for
the upcoming basketball seasons. The
FHS varsity team is sponsored by the
local FCA chapter, which pays for the
participation of Panther players.

The variousinteractive relationships
in which FHS basketball team partici-

couraged the boysto attend some if

they can. In dl, the program is Six Franklin High School varsity players assisted with the camp.
They were (L-R) Parker Cabe, Max McClure, Braylen Dezarn, Reed
Raby, Addix Sutton and Noah Brannon.

scheduled to play a* season’sworth
of games’ in the month of June.
Thisyear the total will be 19.
Thewhole of the camp effort included Var-
sity Golf Coach Ryan Raby and Tres Rogers,
JV basketball coach, asassistant coaches. Ad-
ditionaly, six varsity/JV playersaso provided
mentorship and coaching during the camp;
senior Parker Cabe, junior Reed Raby, sopho-

cluded ball handling skills and shooting rou-
tines, which coaches encouraged them all to
apply to their summer activities.
Plemmons also reveal ed the upcoming sea-
sonwill include a different approach regarding
how the team will function and approach

pates — be it athletic, academic, civil,
or church-based — have proven over the
years to produce the level of student
athletes the program teaches, coaches,
and shapes. The life skillsfocused on,
aswell asbasketball, hasthe potentia to make
the young men who participate in Coach
Plemmons camps, better adults, productive
citizens, and successful members of whatever
community in which they one day end up
being involved.
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OPINION

What's new on the plateau [ ELCIER R =e]1{0]g

Patrick Taylor
Highlands Mayor

Congratulations to the High-
lands Motoring Festival for
again putting on a wonderful car
show this past weekend. Mark
Chamar and all the volunteers of
the Motoring Festival are to be
commended for all their hard
work in coordination, planning,
and delivering this nationally

acclaimed event. The commu-

nity payout is over $100,000 in
support of REACH, the Literacy
Council, and the Community Care Clinic.

Last week, I was at a recent meeting of the Southwest-
ern Regional Planning Commission, where a representa-
tive from Duke Energy made an important presentation
concerning the electric grid in Western North Carolina.
Lisa Leatherman, Duke Energy’s Community Relations
Representative, coordinated the presentation. This past
winter, Highlands and other area communities lost power
due to a failure of key components in the Duke Energy
system. Duke Energy is addressing this problem by build-
ing a self-mending grid network. In the immediate future,
they will have installed a system where if one service area
loses power, an automated system will reroute the grid to
restore power to the affected area. This will contain areas
where power is lost, and their crews will focus work there
to reconnect the grid. This new system will benefit the
Highlands and Cashiers areas.

Thursday is the June meeting of the Highlands Town
Board of Commissioners. The meeting will begin at 7
p.m. at the Highlands Community Center. The first item
on the agenda will be public comment, but we will also
have a public comment period when the board reviews
the proposed budget for fiscal year 2023-2024.

The budget includes a 5% cost of living adjustment for
town employees. The town is now in a recruiting war
with other municipalities to attract and retain qualified,
highly trained employees. A critical area that underscores
this situation is in law enforcement. Just in the last few
weeks, we have lost an officer to another jurisdiction that
offered a higher salary. To be competitive with other agen-
cies, our police chief will be asking for an additional
$4,200 increase for all current officers. While Highlands
was at the top of the salary scale two years ago, other law
enforcement agencies have eclipsed our pay scale in order
to attract qualified law enforcement officers, who are in
short supply across the nation.

In addition to the budget review, the board will hear a

See TAYLOR on page 11

Patrick Taylor
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Be aware that gossip can become testimony

When did the Clerk of Court become a judge?

Recently in court in the Macon County Courthouse, I
found out that my private business was discussed with the
employees at the courthouse. A woman testified that she got
her info about me from her friends at the courthouse. She
works at the courthouse. So, people be aware that your busi-
ness is not private in the Macon County Courthouse.

Glenda Shepherd — Franklin, N.C.

Fact-checking the fact checkers

You have got to love the Democrats of Macon County.
Not really, I'm being facetious. It's truly amazing that a De-
mocrat writer to these and other media outlets gets little to
no "fact checking" from the Democrats, but boy; let it be a
non-Democrat who responds - the fangs come out.

Yes, S. Williams, I speak of you. Out of my whole letter,
you are appalled and only fact checked one small part. No,
- it is truly appalling when you only fact check non-De-
mocrats and let their lies and half-truths slide right on by. It's
called hypocrisy. The information you did post as of 2021
- where's information for 2022 and 2023 - was correct on
Ms. Cortez. If you Google Search it - it's amazing to note
that all of Page 1 of Google are quote unquote left leaning
"Fact Checkers." Wow, who actually vetted these media out-
lets like PolitiFact and others as the real Fact Checkers of
American Politics. Was that Facebook, Google, or some
other liberal institution? Maybe they just call themselves
Fact Checkers simply because the can and who fact checks
them? Can you also show us that Ms. Cortez did file on her
financial statements the "free" $50k a ticket entry into the
Met Gala this past year. You know that is required, right!

On to another local Democrat who writes pretty fre-
quently. Mr. Snell, reading your letter was 100% right on
until you mentioned our ex-president, Donald Trump. Had
you not mentioned the "Donald" at all - I would have said
bravo, you are 100% correct. But since, you didn't and
added the "Donald," then will you please add ex-president
Obama, who was a community organizer in Chicago before
being elected senator and soon there-after as president. Pres-
ident Obama - who is none the less a follower of Saul Alin-
sky. Do you know who Saul Alinsky is? If so, please let us
know about Saul and how President Obama and Hillary
Rodham Clinton are followers of him.

Next was the very often letter writer not from Macon
County - Mr. David Waldrop. In my previous letter I asked
Mr. Waldrop to please provide some answers to my ques-
tions about firearms. In true Democrat / liberal form, he
pulled a Jen Psaki / Karin Jean-Pierre (White House Press
secretaries under Joe Biden) move and I guess was going to
circle back after more of his rants or as he did completely

pass right on by my questions. Why was that? Then as
usual he spews more lies I'm sure he got from such places
as Occupy Democrats, CNN, or some other media outlet
about none other than MAGA and MAGA terrorists. Purely
hilarious. Yet, I guess Joe Biden’s "Build Back Better" is a
better plan than Make America Great Again - because to me,
America needs to be made great once again. From the mass
division created under ex-President Obama to the ineptitude
under current President Biden - America is the laughing
stock of the world. We are no longer that superpower that
everyone looks to as a model to follow. We have a demen-
tia riddled 80-year-old president who can't speak for him-
self, remember where he is, where and how his son Beau
died, or which way he needs to exit a platform hurriedly by
his staff so he doesn't say things they don't want him to say
without tripping and falling. He's more worried about an-
other weekend getaway to one of his many beach homes -
that has occurred well over 200 days total in 2 years of being
in office. If memory serves me correct - the media and De-
mocrats hollered to high heaven when Trump took a couple
of days off to go play golf - yet not a word on over 200+
days for Biden.

So yes, "Making America Great Again" is a far higher pri-
ority to the not-so-great Democrat "Build Back Better" plan
that wastes billions of dollars of taxes from hard working
Americans. Are you one of those hard-working tax paying
Americans Mr. Waldrop? Seems you aren't as you rant
about tax cuts to the rich and corporations under Trump -
but those cuts also came to every single tax paying Ameri-
can. I do have a few more questions we'd like answered.
How many employees does a person living on welfare hire?
When and if you did work - was it for a corporation or busi-
ness that paid excessive taxes imposed by Democrats and
President Trump simply lessened them to bring billions of
dollars back to America? Do you not think that a corpora-
tion or business when paying corporate taxes (it's a real
thing at 25%) - do they not then add those taxes to the price
of their products? They have to Mr. Waldrop - just like they
factor in employee wages, the FICA and FITW taxes they
also pay for their employees, along with a host of other
things so they can stay in business, make a profit, and keep
those employees on the payroll. A businessman like Don-
ald Trump understands and knows those things. A 50+ year
career politician who helped make Social Security fully tax-
able does not. I think I and America prefer a businessper-
SOn running our country over a person who has probably not
worked a day in the real world, but only in politics.

T. Swift = Franklin, N.C.
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New trustees added to the Macon County Library Board

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Last summer, some Macon County parents
and guardians became concerned when they en-
tered the Macon County Public Library and
viewed a display in the children’s section that in-
cluded children and teen books with sexually ex-
plicit text and illustrations. Since then, the
number of people on both sides of the aisle —
supporting or challenging the availability of
these materials — has increased. In fact, close to
200 citizens packed the Macon County court-
house on April 11 for that month’s county com-
missioner’s meeting, with 45 signed up for
public comments — primarily about the library —
and the public comment session halted and
started up again to extend the meeting until al-

eight. We are comparing the policies and prac-
tices of other public libraries in the state with
regards to these two areas to determine what
will work best for our library users.”

Overall, “greater parental control with re-
gards to access of library materials” is, indeed,
a focal point of discussion and consideration.
“Later this summer, the county managers from
the counties that make up our regional system,
Macon, Jackson and Swain, are to meet to re-
view the regional library agreement ... Hope-
fully, modifications will sufficiently address the
concerns of both the public and the county ad-
ministrators and commissioners.”

Summertime Fun
Regardless of controversies and concerns,

most midnight.

The controversy motivated 17 citizens to apply
for three open spots on the Macon County library
board, and at the Junel3 county commissioner meeting the
following three individuals were chosen to become trustees:
Justin Bohner, Diann Caitlin, and Leah Gaston.

The result of so much outcry regarding this local issue has
been generally positive for individuals who are concerned
with sexually explicit materials made readily available for
children and teens. In fact, on June 5, the Fontana Regional
Library (FRL) board [Macon County’s library is part of the
Fontana Regional Library system] called a special meeting at
the Jackson County Library in Sylva to

On June 5, the Fontana Regional Library board called a special meeting at the Jackson County
Library in Sylva to respond to a patron's request to relocate a book.

Positive Reaction

“I would like to say thank you to the five Fontana Library
Board trustees who voted to move the book “Let's Talk About
It” into the adult section of the Fontana Regional Library sys-
tem,” commented Gaston, who, along with her husband, Jim,
has spoken out against books with sexually explicit content
made available to children and teens in the FRL system. “Re-
locating a sexually explicit book into the adult section is ob-
viously not banning a book. Instead, it is an act of
discernment. Discernment is also necessary in

respond to a patron's request to relocate
abook. The board voted 5-2 to move the
book “Let's Talk About It: The Teen's
Guide to Sex, Relationships, and Being
a Human” by Erica Moen and Matthew
Nolan out of the teen/YA section and
into the adult section of the Fontana Li-
brary system, due to its content. The
vote came after FRL board member Ed
Trask cited that the book was in viola-
tion of N.C. obscenity statute 14-
190.7 involving dissemination of
obscenity to minors because of its sex-
ually explicit pictures. During the meet-
ing, Trask noted that the book instructs
readers how to take sexting photos,
which is illegal for minors under the age
of 18 in North Carolina. He added that
someone over 18 who sexts a minor can
become a lifetime registered sex of-
fender.

In fact, the N.C. verbiage regarding
sexting laws state: “When sexting in-
volves images of children under the age

avoiding promotional displays in the name of
‘bringing awareness.” This recent vote to relo-
cate sexually explicit material shows that these
five trustees care enough to listen to concerned
patrons and are willing to take necessary steps
to protect the innocence of children. Many more
patrons besides myself commend the five who
voted to put children and teens first.”

Added Gaston, “I also thank Ms. [Abby]
Hardison for selecting ‘All Together Now:
Friendship, Kindness, and Unity’ as the theme
for the Macon County Library June displays.
This is a step in the right direction to bring unity
to our community.”

Moving Forward

Hardison stepped into the Macon County li-
brarian position earlier this year. (See article in
the Jan. 4, 2003, edition of Macon County
News.) Although she entered a firestorm, she has
approached her role with this mindset: “The first
step for a new person in a position like the one I
have is to listen and then try to build a founda-
tion of cooperation. We announced back in Feb-

of 18, it can violate state and federal
laws against exploitation of minors, and
teens can be prosecuted under laws in-
tended to punish adult sex offenders.” And: “The First De-
gree Sexual Exploitation of a Minor is a Class C felony
resulting in 44 to 279 months of imprisonment.”

“[Let’s Talk About It] is filled with unnecessary vulgarity,”
said Trask, of the Nantahala Community.

“I’ve talked to a child psychiatrist about this ... we had a
long conversation about this book, and he said young people
are not mature enough,” said Wood Lovell, of Highlands.
“Particularly this book should not be exposed to young peo-
ple. We shouldn’t have young children or young adults read
this book.”

A few board members noted that even though “Let’s Talk
About It” has been moved to the adult section, it can still be
checked out by teenagers who hold a library card.

Abby Hardison became the Macon
County librarian earlier this year.

ruary that the theme for the Summer Reading
program would also be used for our June and
July book displays and that theme is ‘All To-
gether Now: Friendship, Kindness and Unity.” In the inter-
vening months, we have received a great deal of feedback
from the community. The majority of that feedback has been
very supportive, but there are still some criticisms and con-
cerns, which are taken seriously.”

Hardison pointed out that two apprehensions currently
being researched at the behest of the FRL board “will hope-
fully address many of the community concerns we have
heard.” She explained, “The first one is a child’s restricted li-
brary card, which would allow for a parent to limit their child
to only check out library materials from the children’s area.
The other avenue of research is a possible modification to our
Safe Child Policy, which could see a rise in the minimum age
a child can be unattended inside the library, which is currently

overseeing libraries is a positive experience.

“We are very excited that summer has begun
and the seasonal festivities have kicked off,”
Hardison expressed. “Our children’s staff have worked in-
credibly hard to plan and implement a schedule of performers
and entertainment ranging from music performances (June 15
and July 20 at 10 a.m.), to live animals (Little Rascals Petting
Z00 June 21 and Miniature Ponies June 29, both at 10 a.m.),
to events with wildlife educator Patrick Brannon (June 22 and
July 27 at 10 a.m.). Fridays this summer at 11 a.m., there are
free movie showings, and on July 6 at 10 a.m., there will be a
Foam Brigade Party sponsored by John Hamlin State Farm.
This was a huge hit last year, and our staff is very excited to
host it again.”

Anyone interested in all that is offered at the Macon County
Public Library can check out www.fontanalib.org/events. The
site provides information “about all the fun stuff we have hap-
pening this summer for kids, adults, and teens,” said Hardison.

Finally, she reminds readers of all ages to register
at www.maconcountylibrary.readsquared.com and log the
time they read in order to qualify for prizes.

“When you finish all your favorite author’s books and you
need some suggestions, please let us know. We want you to
have stories and information suited to you and your families’
needs and preferences,” she said.

Hardison encourages Macon County residents and visitors
to call (828)524-3600 or stop by and ask for assistance iden-
tifying materials to meet needs: books, magazines, DVDs,
ebooks, audiobooks, craft kits, and more. The library even en-
ables card holders to check out more obscure items, such as
varied-size telescopes or “Critter Food Protector" kits that se-
cure food during a hike.

“We have all sorts of fun and useful things besides books
that library patrons can enjoy,” added Hardison.

TAYLOR

proposal from the town manager for hiring a new electric
consultant. Our previous consultant, Kevin O’Donnell,
tragically passed away several weeks ago. Our town man-
ager and our public works director have been searching
for a new consultant, and as a result of their efforts Louis
Davis of UTEC will be introduced to the board. He has a
broad background in all phases of electric utility services.

The board will also review an amendment to the park-
ing ordinance pertaining to the forthcoming electric charg-
ing stations. Simply put, it will be illegal for any vehicle
not using the charging system to park in those designated
spaces.

See you at Thursday’s meeting, whether it be in person
or by way of the YouTube feed on the town website.

Continued from
page 10
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Canines with service potential is veteran's passion

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

while living in Pennsylvania. His two labs at the time, Chelsea
and Wilbert, were bred and a litter of 10 puppies was born.
Litchford’s veterinarian suggested he take the puppies to be
evaluated by Canine Partners for Life as possible service dogs.

“Out of a litter of 10, they took two to be trained to detect an

Richard Litchford, 72, often drives from his home in Macon
County to Southeastern Pennsylvania — a 600-mile trip. But his
excursions are not business or pleasure-related. Instead, the re-

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com
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tired veteran has a dis-
tinct niche nonprofit
that involves rescuing
puppies and young
dogs up to three years
of age and placing them
with a service dog train-
ing operation up north.
In fact, through the
nonprofit Canine Part-
ners for Life, Litchford
has seen many dogs
readied for important
purposes. Canine Part-
ners for Life is focused
on training service
dogs, home companion
dogs, and residential
companion dogs to as-
sist individuals who
have a wide range of
physical and cognitive
disabilities.

“I’'m retired, but I
don’t want to sit in a
rocking chair,” said
Litchford, “so this gives
me something to do for
the greater commu-
nity.”

Recently, Litchford

Richard Litchford's black lab,
"Kevin," was a Canine Partners for
Life trainee, but barking issues re-
sulted in him becoming Litchford's

epileptic seizure before it happened,”
he said. “I went to the graduation and
all these dogs were lined up on the
stage sitting at attention next to their
human companion. It was so impres-
sive; the tears were just rolling down
my face.”

After that experience, Litchford
took more of his puppies to Canine
Partners for Life. Then, after travel-
ing the world via military service and
through a 47-year career investigat-
ing white collar crime, arson, insur-
ance fraud, and more, he settled in
Macon County in 2006. And, just last
year, he started a nonprofit — Smoky
Mountain Service Animal Rescue —
because, instead of breeding labs and

supplying puppies
to Canine Partners
for Life, he decided
to rescue and eval-
uate unwanted
young dogs for pos-
sible training with
Canine Partners for
Life or for other or-
ganizations provid-
ing service dogs to
include such areas
as search and res-

took two Labrador pup-  pet in training. With Kevin is "Mr.  Two lab pups that Litchford transported to cue. He regularly
pies from Georgia to Bojangles" and "Layla.” Canine Partners for Life this spring have communicates with
Pennsylvania that were begun their two-year journey of training in Macon County An-
accepted into the Canine Partners for Life two-year training preparation for a lifetime of service. imal Services and
program. He will be attending Canine Partners for Life’s next Appalachian Ani-
“graduation” in June. mal Rescue Services to learn about dogs that may have the ap-

In 1996, Litchford learned about Canine Partners for Life titude to become a service dog. Litchford also gets calls from
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people in other states which is how he learned about two lab
puppies in Georgia that he recently delivered to Canine Part-
ners for Life.

“They have arigid criterion,” explained Litchford, about Ca-
nine Partners for Life. “They want large, non-aggressive
breeds, like labs. Puppies undergo a two-page list of “tests.’
They are looking for a good temperament, not reacting to loud
noises, staying focused when other dogs are around, and much
more. Things like barking and not responding well are issues
that might keep them from graduating.”

One of Litchford’s puppies, named Violet, is with “Seizure
Triggers” author Judi Bruns, from Western North Carolina. The
lab has become Bruns’ service dog, serving as a companion
and to assist in case of a seizure.

Dogs who do not make it through the firm training process
are evaluated for other service-related tasks — or they simply
become pets adopted by pre-screened individuals.

Out of Litchford’s last puppy litter in 2021, he kept one male
lab he named Mr. Bojangles, and then another dog that did not
make it through the Canine Partners for Life training due to a
barking issue, Kevin, was returned to Litchford and is an al-
most constant companion.

“l am learning more about how to train dogs, so if a dog has
issues, like barking, I will work with it to remedy situations.
Kevin is so focused. | can tell him, ‘Look at me,” and he will
look directly at me and not avert his gaze until | tell him he
can.”

Currently, Litchford is working with a rescued German
Shepherd mix named Rooster, that may eventually become a
service dog.

“It feels wonderful when you can work to find dogs who
need a home and a life-long purpose,” he said. “It’s especially
rewarding to take them to Canine Partners for Life to be eval-
uated and then they are accepted into their program.”

New ‘Hot Mess’ nonprofit rescues animals

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

When visiting a farm in the Cartoogechaye community of
Macon County, sundry animals moo, bleat, neigh, and bray
their way to where hay is being distributed. One might imag-
ine a scene from Hugh Lofting’s classic book, “The Story of
Dr. Doolittle." All the animals at the Hot Mess animal rescue
farm seem to peacefully and amicably co-exist. Some are
more outspoken than others, but every animal from the tiny
miniature horses to “Murphy” the llama to the emu, “Alice,”
to various horse and cow breeds (even long horns) meander
to and from and intermingle tranquilly.

Laura Thornton has been rescuing horses since she lived in
Florida, but decided to rescue other animals when she moved
to Macon County a year ago. Assisting her is her fiancé,
Lloyd Cox. She recently established Hot Mess as a 501(c)3.

“People just started calling me when there was an animal
injured, ill, in need of rehoming, or about to be slaughtered,”
said Thornton, a registered nurse.

Currently, she and Cox are overseeing the care of around
100 animals and they admit they are “at capacity” until they
can re-home some of the menagerie.

“I’ve always loved horses and | love donkeys, but some of
these other animals needed a chance,” she added, indicating

the cow who is hobbled due to an injury or the alpaca that
was at an auction and no one was bidding on it.

“It’s always been my dream to care for animals. | care for
people with my job, but when animals are weak or homeless
or in need some way, | want to care for them.”

Thornton and Cox spend at least $800 a week feeding the
animals. She hopes to eventually elicit donations and work
out a rehoming system so that other individuals can care for
a rescue animal, some of which still could be used for prac-
tical purposes — such as horses that can be ridden or donkeys
that might help protect livestock.

For more information about Hot Mess, contact Thornton at
(407) 399-7095.

where prohibited by law.

5/18/2023 to //9/2023

Up to $1,100.00 off Ultima Zero-Turns &

$250 off Enduro Series
(828) 369-9655 = 461 Highlands Rd, Franklin, NC

*Offer applies to select mowers. Valid 5/18/23 to 7/9/23, only at participating retailers and on
www.cubcadet.com, and in the U.S. only. Savings amount may vary depending on retailer/dealer
inventory; contact retailer/dealer for details. May not be combined with any other discount or offer
and does not apply to prior purchases or purchases made before or after the promotion dates.
Discount does not apply to tax, freight, or shipping and handling. If you return the merchandise,
the value of this promotion is not refunded or credited to your account. No cash value, except

Antiques, Furniture, Plants & Gifts

O07 OFF EVERYTHING! L0TS OF NEW ARRIVALS!

(828)524-2419 304 Depot St.  Franklin, NC

(located next door to Sophisticut)

Bullercups

KEEPS ME GOING

7322 Georgia Road  Franklin, NC

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Furniture . Housewares
Linens . Pottery . Glassware

and much more at
awesome prices!

OPEN THUR-SAT
10AM-4PM

OPEN 7 BAYS 4 WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc.
6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 349-3390 » NC Contractors # 75898

Paving & Resurfacing « Excavating
Grading & Road Repair
Sewer & Water  Retaining Walls
Equipment Rental
Specializing in Seal Coating



https://whistlestopantiquesnc.com/
https://carolinajunction.com/
https://blackbearpavinginc.com/

14 THE MACON CoUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE

VoLUME 41 NUMBERS5 |

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests June 5 - 11. All sus-

pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County Sheriff’'s Department

June 5

Destiny Paige Jones, 32, was charged with possession with
intent to manufacture/sell/deliver methamphetamine, main-
taining a vehicle/dwelling/place for a controlled substance,
trafficking methamphetamine and conspire to traffic
methamphetamine. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

Naim Jacob Muniz, 20, was charged with failure to appear
for communicating threats. Jordan C. Sutton made the ar-
rest.

June 6

Luther Victory Stinnett 1V, 29, was charged with posses-
sion of marijuanaa up to 1/2 oz. Lieutenant Nick Lofthouse
made the arrest.

June 8

Kayleb Chase Bates, 31, was charged with violate do-
mestic violence protective order. Jay Wright made the arrest.

Celeste Devereux Henry, 21, was charged with misuse of
911 system. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

William Eugene Wuesthoff, 41, was charged with com-
municating threats. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

Travis Scott Mason, 41, was charged with larceny, pos-
session of stolen goods/property, larceny of motor vehicle
parts, attempted break/enter a building, possession of
methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

Trance Lewis Stoudemire, 34, was charged with violate a
domestic violence protective order. Matthew D. Long made
the arrest.

Brandon Lex Penland, 35, was charged with indictment.
Jay Wright made the arrest.

Miguel Angel Lopex-Hernandez, 30, was charged with
failure to appear on a felony. Jay Wright made the arrest.

Jonathan William Talley, 36, was charged with failure to
appear. Jay Wright made the arrest.

Samuel Vernon Anderson, 53, was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine. Matthew D. Long made the ar-
rest.

June 9

Jason Michael Field, 47, was charged with assault by
strangulation, second degree kidnapping, interfere with
emergency communication and resist/obstruct/delay law en-
forcement officer. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest.

Chandler Reed Stanley, 28, was charged with possession
of a firearm by a convicted felon. Joseph A. Raby made the
arrest.

June 10

Michael Lynn Antes, 30, was charged with failure to ap-
pear for possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug
paraphernalia. Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest.

June 11
Jennifer Marie Gerba, 43, was charged with simple as-
sault. Joel Lynch made the arrest.

Franklin Police Department

June 5
Tanya Bryson Cromer, 50, was charged with concealment
of goods. R.S. Dula made the arrest.

June 9
Jonathan M. Morgan, 35, was charged with probation vi-
olation. R.S. Dula made the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

June 5

Heidi Johanna Dreml, 51, of Franklin, was charged with
warrant service for other jurisdiction. A secured bond of
$1,500 was set.

Devan Cunningham, 30, of Cullowhee, was charged with
simple assault. No bond was set.

Kristin Leanna Cunningham, 31, of Cullowhee, was
charged with simple assault. No bond was set.

Wesley Adam Cate, 44, of Sylva, was charged with pos-
session of marijuana paraphernalia and possession with in-
tent to manufacture/sell/deliver marijuana. No bond was set.

Alexander O. Hunter, 33, of Simpsonville, S.C., was
charged with attempted breaking and entering. No set bond.

June 6

William Leroy Wright, 43, of Cherokee, was charged with
warrant service for other jurisdiction. A secured bond of
$1,999 was set.

Michael Dewayne Putman, 39, of Cullowhee, was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of
methamphetamine, felony possession of a schedule | con-
trolled  substance, possession  with intent to
manufacture/sell/deliver methamphetamine, maintain a ve-
hicle for drugs and possession with intent to
manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule 11 controlled substance.
A secured bond of $50,000 was set.

Riccquise Byfield, 23, of Sylva, was charged with larceny,
larceny after breaking and entering and breaking and enter-
ing. No bond was set.

Randy Bryant Conn, 37, of Sylva, was charged with in-
jury to personal property, simple assault, assault with a
deadly weapon with intent to kill and break/enter to terror-
ize/injure. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

Tyler Dallas Cagle, 32, of Waynesville, was charged with
failure to appear for driving while license revoked. A secured
bond of $500 was set.

Nicole Dominique Bradley, 30, of Cherokee, was charged
with failure to appear for second degree trespass. A secured
bond of $500 was set.

Tonya Lynn Banks, 42, of Whittier, was charged with all
other offenses. A secured bond of $1,200 was set.

Cory Clyde Keith Case, 34, of Glenville, was charged with
second degree trespass. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.

June 7

Devon Ray Watson, 29, of Waynesville, was charged with
assault on a female. No bond was set.

Catilyn Davis Tarlton, 29, of Waynesville, was charged
with simple assault. No bond was set.

Faustino Hernandez, 34, of Cullowhee, was charged with
misdemeanor child abuse and assault on a female. No bond
was set.

Jayden Christopher Gibson, 18, of Sylva, was charged

with simple assault. A secured bond of $500 was set.

Krystle Caroline Worley, 38, of Sylva, was charged with
failure to appear for driving while license revoked. A secured
bond of $1,500 was set.

Kayla Ansley Welch, 29, of Cherokee, was charged with
failure to appear for resisting a public officer. A secured bond
of $10,000 was set.

Tabitha Sherrell Henry, 33, of Sylva, was charged with
probation violation and breaking or entering. A secured bond
of $15,000 was set.

Tracy Brandon Hall, 49, of Sylva, was charged with fail-
ure to appear for false report to police station. A secured
bond of $1,000 was set.

June 8

John Everett Morton, 48, of Leesburg, Ga., was charged
with open container alcohol violation and carrying a con-
cealed gun. No bond was set.

Wesley Adam Cate, 44, of Sylva, was charged with pos-
session of marijuana paraphernalia, manufacture marijuana,
felony possession of a schedule VI controlled substance,
maintain a vehicle/dwelling/place for a controlled substance,
possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver marijuana,
felony possession of marijuana and domestic violence pro-
tective order violation. No bond was set.

Jerry Eugene Lance, 57, of Sylva, was charged with ficti-
tious/altered title/registered card/tag and driving while li-
cense revoked not impaired revocation. A secured bond of
$1,500 was set.

June 9

Tracy Lee Gibson, 45, of Sylva, was charged with simple
assault. No bond was set.

Colbie Jordan Cochran, 24, of Waynesville, was charged
with possession of marijuana paraphernalia and possession
of marijuana up to 1/2 oz. No bond was set.

George Adam Morris, 40, of Sylva, was charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia and possession of metham-
phetamine. No bond was set.

Johnny Lee Frady, 65, of Cashiers, was charged with vio-
lation of court order. A secured bond of $4,000 was set.

Jalen Tyler Burns, 26, of Franklin, was charged with com-
municating threats and simple assault. No bond was set.

Lehua Joan Walkingstick, 44, of Sylva, was charged with
failure to appear for possession of controlled substance on
jail premises. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

Christopher Sterling Elders, 38, of Sylva, was charged
with larceny and possession of stolen goods. A secured bond
of $1,000 was set.

Brandi Nicole Moore, 29, of Sylva, was charged with pos-
session of stolen goods and larceny. No bond was set.

June 10

Tiffany Michelle Hollified, 23, of Whittier, was charged
with simple possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of
a schedule 11 controlled substance, failure to appear for drug
paraphernalia, simple possession of a schedule Il controlled
substance and shoplifting concealment of goods. A secured
bond of $10,000 was set.

Christopher Ray Milkey, 51, of Sylva, was charged with
failure to maintain lane control, driving while license re-
voked impaired revocation and driving while impaired. No
bond was set.

June 11

Dennis Woodrow Shelton, 34, of Sylva, was charged with
conspiracy to sell or deliver methamphetamine and conspir-
acy to traffic methamphetamine by selling. A secured bond
of $85,000 was set.

www.TheMaconCountyNews.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; allergies in the
family; and any specialty items needed, like diapers, etc. Pick up is at
Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road.

Start Your Recovery.org is a groundbreaking website developed by
bringing together experts in substance misuse treatment from leading
nonprofit, academic, and government institutions. Through this re-
source, the community can find local support and treatment options;
hear stories from individuals with similar life experiences; and learn
about recognizing and dealing with substance misuse.

Thursday Painters meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., atthe
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main in Franklin. All skill levels are
welcome. Free to the public. Bring your project, supplies and a bag
lunch. For more information, call (828)349-4607 or
28734pm@gmail.com

Historic 1895 T.M. Rickman Store is open Saturday 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., at 259 Cowee Creek Rd. Built in 1895 the store is full of histori-
cal information, displays. Music jams noon until 3 p.m.. Limited park-
ing with additional parking available at Cowee School Arts and Heritage
Center a short walking distance.

American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on Thursday, June 15,
12:30to 5 p.m., First Baptist Church, 69 lotla Street, Franklin. Type O
blood donors are especially needed. Download the Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call (800)733-2767 to schedule
a time to give.

Heartland Band Old Time Gospel Singing will be held on Friday,
June 16, 6 to 8 p.m., at West Franklin Church, located on Sloan Rd.,
next to the Forest Service Office. All are welcome.

Men’s Challenge of the Smokies will have its next graduation on Sat-
urday, June 17, at 10 a.m., at the center at 336 Living Hope Way,
Franklin, with a reception following. For more info, call (828)524-
2157. To learn more about the program visit www.livinghopeway.com or
on Facebook - Men's Challenge of the Smokies.

Kirkin of the Tartans Service will be held on Sunday, June 18, at 10
a.m., the First Presbyterian Church, at 26 Church St. A luncheon with
a traditional Scottish menu will be served after the Kirkin.

Holly Springs Community Development Club Meeting will be held
on Monday, June 19, 6 p.m., at the historic community center, 2720
Cat Creek Rd, Franklin. All residents are welcome to attend.

Macon County Republican Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday,
June 20, 11:30, at Fat Buddies BBQ restaurant. At 12 noon, Invocation
and Pledge of Allegiance followed by guest speaker Christy Kinser,
Regional Field Director for Victory NC. Kinser will offer information fo-
cusing on ways to "get out the vote." Come and bring your questions
and suggestions for Q & Atime.

Visually Impaired Support Group will meet on Thursday, June 22, 2
p.m. at the Senior Center. There will be a presentation about the
Macon County PUblic Library and the servces they have to assist those
who have visual challenges. Meetings are open to all interested indi-
viduals, not just the visually impaired.

Drive through Hot Lunch, Food Pantry items and prayer as re-
quested Saturday, June 24 11am-? Franklin Covenant Church, 265
Belleview Park Road.

Styrofoam Recycling Event Sunday, June 25, 1to 5 p.m., at 86 Mark
Watson Park. Save and bring all of your clean styrofoam to be con-
densed. Styrofoam is a type of plastic that cannot be broken down.
When taken to a landfill it can remain there for 500 years or more. For
more information or if interested in participating, call (828)476-0334.

The Franklin High School Graduating Class of 1968 will hold its
55th reunion at the Holly Springs Community Center, Sept. 23, from 2

to 6 p.m. RSVP to Conley Shope (828)371-7558 or (828)349-9759.

International Cultural Exchange Services (ICES) seeks host families
for the 2023/24 School Year. Students are 15-18 years old and from Eu-
rope, Asia and South America. Students have their own health insur-
ance and money to pay for their expenses. Family application process
includes completing online application, reference checks, background
checks and a home visit interview. Families can host for a full school
year or semester program and do not need to have children or teens
in their homes. Ongoing Support is provided to the family and student
throughout the student's stay. For more information, call Donna Bell
(828)421-8843; or email dbell@icesusa.org; or www.icesusa.org.

Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteers needed for Troop 2996 in
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or email
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the OId Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is open Wednesday through Saturday from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina and all over the
world.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thurs-
days, 6 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off Mc-
Collum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Anyone
under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For more in-
formation, call (828)349-6109.

Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes and Workshops
in acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious metal
clay and glass fusing. Free painting in the classroom Thursdays, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. All skill levels and mediums are welcome. Participants
are responsible for their own project and a bag lunch. Membership
meeting second Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. The gallery is located
at 30 E. Main St. in Franklin. For more information, call (828)349-4607.

A.A. Meetings Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meet-
ings” are for anyone who thinks they may have a drinking problem or
is interested in the A.A. recovery program. In person meetings with
Covid 19 preventive measures are held on Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., at No
Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd., Sunday, 1 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave., Monday, noon, Tuesday, 8 a.m,
and Thursday, noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.,
and Wednesday, 7 p.m., at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller
Mill. Rd. Online Meeting information is available by
visiting www.aawnc80.org. or to speak with a member of A.A. call
(828)349-4357.

Crawford Senior Center officers a variety of classes to older adults
in Macon County. Classes include arts, crafts, exercise, and more.
They also offer a variety of support groups: dementia caregivers, visu-
ally impaired persons, grief support and multiple sclerosis support
group. For more information, call (828)349-2058 ext. 0.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Dynamic Women of the Word & Son Rise Ministries Brunch will
be held on Saturday, June 17, 10 a.m., 462 Depot St. The guest
speaker will be Speaker Ida Thornton. For more information or make
your brunch reservation, call (828)369-2465 or (828)524-7631.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, June 18, 11 a.m. Guest speaker
Michael Murphy Burke's talk is entitled “my adventure with resurrec-
tion.” Free Yoga with Ashley Mondays at 6 p.m. Spiritual discussion
group on Thursdays at 3 p.m., in the fellowship hall. The church is lo-
cated at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant. For
more information or to stream services go to
SpiritualLightCenter.com.

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an inclusive faith community
that celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing
journeys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call
(828)342-0546.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin Services are held Rite I, 8
a.m. without music and Rite II, 10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday.
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and sec-
ond and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd.
Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website:
www.allsaintsfranklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on
YouTube search "All Saints Franklin".

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The
church is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m. Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at
the intersection of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road.

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at
10 a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building
with the Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service
Office.

ANSWERS
FOR PG. 22
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Scottish music duo performs Sunday in Franklin

The “Caledonia Women” duo of Marie Dunkle and Margie Swint
will perform a program of Scottish music and share stories of how
this music expresses Scotland’s land, history and culture on Sunday
June 18 at 3:00 p.m., in Franklin’s First Presbyterian Chapel to close
Franklin's annual Scottish Her-
itage weekend.

The two seasoned musi-
cians have studied, sung, and
played Celtic music together for
over 20 years. Marie Dunkle
has played violin since she was
a child, and performed with or-
chestras and bands in Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland, Georgia, and
North Carolina. She discov-
ered and began learning the special style of Scottish fiddling 20
years ago in Boone, NC, and has traveled to Scotland and Ireland
many times to soak up the music and spirit of those lands that inspire
her playing.

Margie Swint has been singing and playing guitar for over 50
years. With family roots in Scotland, she was inspired to travel ex-
tensively through the old land, collecting wonderful stories of history,
culture, geography, and music from her travels. She has worked as
a music educator and as a Board-Certified Music Therapist, spe-
cializing in senior citizens.

In addition to traditional Scottish music, the event will feature an
exhibit of works by visual artists from Franklin’s Uptown Gallery. The
historic Chapel, on the corner of Church Street at Harrison Avenue
in Franklin, is an acoustically near-perfect venue, with wheelchair
access from the Church’s parking lot. This pay-what-you-can event
is produced by the Arts Council of Macon County. For information
phone 828-524-ARTS or email arts4all@dnet.net.

This month
by donation.
100% of
proceeds
benefit the on
going mission
of the church.

PANCAKES, EGGS, SAUSAGE,
BACON, HASH BROWNS,
GRITS,  BISCUITS mo GRAVY,

SWEET ROLLS,

SATURDAY,
JUNE 17
8aM - 10AM

Hick()ry Knoll ssE. Hickory Knoll Rd. « Franklin, NC
(828)369-9300

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Scottish Tartan Museum to celebrate 35 years

Downtown celebration Saturday, June 17, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Scottish Tartans Museum and Heritage Center in
Franklin was founded by Dr. Gordon Teall of Teallach, Baron
of Huntly, president of the Scottish Tartans Society in Scot-
land, asthe singular satellitelocation for the central Tartan Mu-
seum in Comrie, Perthshire, Scotland.

The museum’s early records show the location in the U.S.
wasto be* devoted to Scottish culture, and will serveasafocal
point for people of Scottish heritage from al over the United
States and Canada.” It was founded as a reliable resource on
tartan, Highland dress, and Scottish culture.

The doors of the Scottish Tartans Museum opened on May
2,1988, in Highlands, N.C. The museum, desiring to increase
the gallery of exhibits and artifacts and additionally, expand
the size of the gift shop, moved to the current Town Hall build-
ing in Franklin in 1994. After the passing of Dr. Teall in July
1997, the parent museum in Comrie, Scotland experienced fi-
nancial trouble that subsequently led to its closing, leaving the
location as the sole source specificaly curating tartan history.

The Scottish Tartans Museum and Heritage Center Inc.,
committed to staying in Franklin, moved again in 1999 to its
present location. The new location substantially increased the
size of the museum and the gift shop. Since that time, the mu-
seum has undergone an expansion of more than 725 square
feet, that now includes the Neolithic, Roman and Celtic mi-
grationsin Scotland.

One of the most frequently asked questionsis: “Why isthere
aTartan Museum located in North Carolina?’ The museum’s
initia location in Highlands mirrored the village of Comrie,
Scotland, even down to its climate. Western North Carolina
has a deep and enduring connection to Scotland, as this area

was settled mainly by the Scots-Irish. The Museumisalso cen-
trally located between thetwo largest Scottish Highland Games
inthe southeast US, Stone Mountain Highland Games, located
near Atlanta, Ga., and Grandfather Mountain Highland Games,
located in “the high country of Western North Carolina.”

A trip through the museum begins with information about a
5,000-year-old Nealithic village, and moves along atimeline
that brings visitors al the way to the contemporary Space Tar-
tans Display, that contains swatches of tartan that haveliterally
flown around the moon.

Museum staff attend various Scottish Highland Games and
Festivalsin the Southeast, where, in keeping with the founding
purpose of being a source on tartan and highland dress, a Tar-
tan Search area has been set up. Visitors' surnames are re-
searched, and, if clan associated, are shown their tartan(s), clan
crest, clan information and history of their surname in Scot-
land. The visitor is then directed to their appropriate clan or
Scottish district association in attendance.

As the museum receives no continual funding from state or
local government, it is supported through the gift shop, mem-
berships, donations and grants. Thanksto the generous support
of Scottish Heritage USA, The Clan Donald Foundation, New
World Celts, and J. Timothy Akins, the displaysin the museum
gdlery are continually being improved and updated.

In 2022, more than 14,000 museum visitors aso positively
impacted thelocal shops, restaurants, hotels and entertainment
Venues.

Everyoneisinvited to help celebrate the anniversary of the
“Only Tartan Museum in the U.S.,” this Saturday, June 17,
from 10 am. until 2 p.m.

36 Westgate Plaza e Franklin, NC (828)369-6101

Shaller Optical is closing July 31

Optician is retiring

GOFFEE AUIGE

ALL FRAMES
1/2 OFF

COSTAS & RAYBAN
SUNGLASSES 23%

Dr. Shaller is not closing his practice. He will continue to see new
and existing patients. For appointments, call (828)369-4236


https://www.facebook.com/hickoryknollumc/
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The 14th annua season of Concerts on the

Creek continues on Friday, June 16, when The

9 p.m. performance.
Who are The V8s? Just some local

dudes...that know how to have a good

time. When these guys first got together they

when the audience would cut loose and dance.

So that's what this band is about. Most of the

V8s have been playing in various bands (often
together) since 1975, so they've had awhileto 7- # [ W '4/ 7 /g OV [ R/
decide on what to play and how to play it. WE ARE NOW OPEN
Classic, danceable R&B and R&R tunes de- At Our New Location
livered from old school musicians with feel. 38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC
On any given night, the band will deliver their Downtown Beside The Old Ingles
smokin' hot versions of songsby artistssuch as Aowrd
Otis Redding, Wilson Picket, Sam & Dave, The V8s Mon - Thurs 11am - 8pm
Johnny Rivers, Van Morrison and many more. Fri & Sat 11am - 9pm e Closed Sun
Concerts on the Creek are held every Friday night from 7-  alowed. Food trucks are on site.
9 p.m. at the Bridge Park in Sylvathrough Labor Day. For more information, call the chamber at 828-586-2155, %VW%&
Bring a chair or blanket. Donations are encouraged. Dogs ~ visit  https://www.mountai nlovers.com/concerts-on-the- p zﬂ%[@@ﬂ@@@@

must be on aleash. No smoking, vaping, coolersor tentsare  creek/ or Concerts on the Creek's Facebook page.

This fiddle and guitar duo sings
and plays traditional Scottish
music, sharing stories of how

the music expresses Scotland’s

land, history and culture.

SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY

$20 00

(828) 369-6767 Per Year

26 W. Main Street Includes Tax
Franklin, NC 28734



https://papaspizzatogo.com/
https://www.artscouncilofmacon.org/
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Gregory Kent Walker

Gregory Kent Walker, 49, of
Franklin, N.C., died on June 2, 2023,
after a difficult battle with glioblas-
toma brain cancer.

Born to Antoinette MacWatt and
Rexford Kent Walker on July 12,
1973, he spent his youth in the Char-
lotte, N.C., area. He is predeceased by
his maternal and paternal grandpar-
ents, his brother Jeff Walker, and his
stepfather Jesse MacWatt.

He is survived by his wife Angela;
his children, Sam and Sara; his
mother, Antoinette; his father, Kent;

his stepmother Annie; uncle, Eddie
Puglisi; sister-in-law, Amy Walker;
two nephews, Seth and Sawyer Walker, as well as his wife’s side
of the family.

He was a quiet and observant person who was drawn to the inner
world of thought and feeling. He spoke through his eyes and ac-
tions rather than words yet when he spoke his remarks were in-
sightful and to the point. All of his life he was a gentle soul, and his
mother and wife frequently compared him to Mister Rogers. How-
ever, he had a wry, sarcastic sense of humor that he shared with
close friends and family.

He supported his family by working at Curtis TV Radio Shack
for 13 years before taking a job at the Jackson County Public Li-
brary. During his time at Radio Shack, he met many people in our
community and enjoyed working with his co-workers and the Cur-
tis family. Although his time at the Jackson County Public Library
was short, he thrived in the environment and made many friends
there. A loyal person and dedicated worker, he cared about the
quality of his work and was a kind person to all.

His greatest interest and hobby was in music, and he listened to
an eclectic mix even through his final days. He owned a large col-
lection of records and enjoyed listening to them. He wasn’t into
small talk, but get him on the conversation of musical artists and
that quickly became a passionate discussion. Music therapy was
important to him in his final month of life. The beautiful voice and
music of Taylor, the music therapist, brought him great joy. His
family is full of gratitude to Four Seasons Hospice and Taylor for
providing this comfort to him.

He was a loving husband and father who cherished his home
and family, including his beloved cat Camille who never left his
side. He cherished the life he shared with his wife, their devotion
to each other, their children, and many pets over 23 years together.
Watching both of his children graduate and receive dual high
school and associate degrees filled him with pride. He was proud
of their accomplishments but also the caring and compassionate
people they had become. During Greg’s medical journey they both
remained at his side to offer care and compassion and to help their
father in any way possible.

With the help of Four Seasons Palliative Care and Hospice and
wonderful home health aides, his family was able to care for him
athome. Brave and courageous from his initial diagnosis, he held
our hands and kissed them as we journeyed through this horrible
disease that took him away from us. His mother did all that was
possible to make sure her son was always loved and received the
best quality health care available.

Angie wishes to thank her family, friends, co-workers, and com-
munity members for their kindness, love, prayers, and support. It
has helped the family to remain functional and strong during this
journey and we are fortunate to live in such a caring community.

He will be deeply missed, especially by Angie, Sam, Sara, and
his parents. There will not be a memorial service at this time while
they grieve privately. If you wish to honor Greg, donations to the
Macon County Public Library or Jackson County Public Library or
to his children would be deeply appreciated.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Gregory Kent Walker

Alton Neil Beasley Sr.

Alton Neil Beasley Sr., 88,
passed away Tuesday, June 6,
2023. He was born Nov. 4, 1934,
in Brooks County, Georgia, to the
late Oscar Lee Beasley and Anna
Bell Bambridge Beasley.

He was a U.S. Navy veteran
serving from 1955-1960. He
worked and retired from Burling-
ton Industries and Fruit of The
Loom. He volunteered at the hos-
pital. He loved to ballroom dance
and square dance. He was a mem-

ber of the South Western Men

where he was the first president.
He was a member of Mulberry
United Methodist Church, where he served on various committees.
He also did mission work in Mexico.

He is survived by his wife, Rita Damm Beasley; daughter,
Pamela Williams (Robert Price) of Commerce, Ga.; sons, Alton
Neil Beasley Jr. (Sandra) of Franklin, N.C., and Robert Wayne
Beasley (Sharon) of Shallotte, N.C.; stepdaughters, Debra Haag of
Chesney, S.C., and Donna Martin of Franklin; a stepson, Michael
Martin of Franklin; nine grandchildren, Christopher Beasley, Tasha
Pilkerton, Natsha Lewis, Michelle Mardis, Taylor Aughtman,
Johnathan Aughtman, Joyce Lewallen, Jacob Owens, Andrew
Williams; and nine great grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a sister,
Francis New.

A funeral service was held Saturday, June 10, at Mulberry
United Methodist Church with Rev. Eric Henson and Rev. Jessica
Henson officiating. Burial followed in the church cemetery.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the fam-
ily.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Alton Neil Beasley Sr.

Gerry Wayne Wyatt

Gerry Wayne Wyatt, 60, of Franklin, N.C., passed away on Sun-
day, June 11, 2023.

Graveside services will be Thursday, June 15, at 12 p.m., at
Windy Gap Baptist Church cemetery. Rev. Mark Bishop will offi-
ciate.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Hildegard Maria Schroeder

Hildegard Maria Schroeder,
90, of Franklin, N.C., lovingly
known to all as “Oma,” passed
away Thursday, May 18, 2023.

She moved to Franklin in 1982
from Cleveland, Ohio. She was a
member of Cornerstone Presbyte-
rian Church of Franklin.

She was born in Austria to the
late Adolf and Marianna Moser
Egger. She was preceded in death
by her parents; husband, Otto
Schroeder; two brothers, Wilhelm
Egger and Richard Egger of Aus-
tria. .

She is survived by her daugh- Hildegard Schroeder
ter, Heidi Makinson (David) of Seneca, S.C.

A funeral service will be held in the Chapel of Macon Funeral
Home, Monday, June 19, at 11 a.m. The family will receive
friends from 10-11am, one hour prior to the service. Burial will
be in the Union United Methodist Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to St Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Althea ‘Marlene’ Rogers Ross

Althea “Marlene” Rogers Ross,
80, of Otto, N.C., passed away on
Tuesday, June 13, 2023.

She was born on June 18, 1942,
in Granite City, Ill. She was the
daughter of the late Marlin and
Leora Allen Rogers. She loved ge-
nealogy, spending time with fam-
ily, playing games with family
and friends, and traveling. She
was a member of the Morrison
Presbyterian Church.

She is survived by her husband
of 61 years, Owen Ross; three
daughters, Julia  Ringering
(Robert) of Bethalto, Ill, Kim-
berly Yeager (Boe) of Bunker Hill, Ill., and Carrie Underwood
(Thomas) of Franklin, N.C.; sister, Carol Boyd (David) of Fred-
ericksburg, Va.; one granddaughter, Katrina Yeager of Bunker Hill,
I11.; one step great grandchild; and 13 nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at later date in Illinois.

Memorial donations can be made to Morrison Presbyterian
Church, 511 Morrison Road, Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences can be left at
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Althea Marlene Ross

Jerry Leslie Young

Jerry Leslie Young, 87, of Franklin, N.C., passed away on June
12,2023. He was born April 11, 1936, to Leslie and Ruby Henry
Young. He was born and raised in Macon County, North Carolina.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother and sister-in-
law, Jim (Linda) Young; and infant brother, Darrell.

He was a retired Air Force veteran who continued to work in
civil service for 30 years, before retiring to Macon County. He
was an active member of Ellijay Missionary Baptist Church.

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Betty Wyatt Young; three
daughters, Sherry (Eric) Brisendine of Maryland, Karen Young of
Franklin, Kimberly Self of Franklin; four grandchildren, Matthew
(Lexi) Brisendine of Grovetown, Ga.; Victoria (Addison) Zarnow
of Martinez, Ga.; Emily Self of Franklin, and McKenzie (Josh)
Bell of Newman, Ga.; four great grandsons; and several nieces
and nephews.

Services will be held on Friday, June 16, at 2 p.m., in the Chapel
of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Rick Potts will officiate. The fam-
ily will receive friends from 1 to 2 p.m., one hour prior to the serv-
ice. Burial will be in the Ellijay Missionary Baptist Church.

Pallbearers will be Keith Braun, Brandon Braun, Gerald Woods,
Wesley Peek, Morlan Bowman, and Jack Henry. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Randy Rogers, Bob Davidson, and Carl Mincey.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in his memory to the
Cemetery Fund of Ellijay Baptist Cemetery, C/O Kim Self, 81
Roxie Lane, Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
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ThomasAi€llo, Jr.

Thomas Aiello Jr., 84, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Monday, June 5, 2023.

Bornin Bronx, N.Y., hewasthe
son of the late Thomas John and
Louise Pelleteri. In addition to his
parents, he was preceded in death
by a brother, Richard Aiello.

He was the owner and operator
of the Franklin Gemstone and
Jewelry Warehouse.

Heissurvived by hiswife of 64
years, Diane Adams Aiello; four
children, Gigi Turner of Aiken,
S.C.; Thomas Aiello |1l of Hast- :
ings, Fla.,, Christopher Aiello of ThomasAiello Jr.
Aiken, S.C., and Amy Brink of Franklin; two sisters, Loretta Sil-
verstein of Palm Beach, Fla., and Carol Dorsette of Pompano, Fla,;
10 grandchildren; and 23 great grandchildren; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

No services are planned at thistime.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to First Alliance
Church.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home isin charge of the arrangements.

Randy Hall

Randy Hall, 54, of Otto, N.C.,
passed away on Wednesday, June
7, 2023.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Jessie Lee and
Willie Kate Sanders Hall. In addi-
tion to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by a brother,
Ronnie Hall, and an infant sister.

He loved collecting coins and
his dogs; especialy “Midnight.”

Heissurvived by two brothers,
Jmmy Hall (Rita), and Ricky
Hall, both of Franklin, N.C.; three
sisters, Nancy Stanley, Margaret Randy Hall
Clark, and Janet Watson (Jimmy)
all of Franklin; numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.

No services are planned.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent to The Gideons Inter-
national, PO Box 372, Franklin, NC 28744 or Appalachian Ani-
mal Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC 28744.

Online condolences can be
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

made at

Larry Ross Cloer

Larry Ross Cloer, 75, of
Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with the Lord, on Thursday, June
8, 2023.

He was born in Athens, Ga,, to
the late Ross Alexander and
Dorothy Nichols Cloer. He at-
tended University of Georgia,
graduating with aBSin Pharmacy.
Heretired as apharmacist after 44
years. He was well known in
Macon County and remembered
from his time at Angel's Drug
Store. He loved Disney, Georgia
Bulldawgs games, deer hunting,
watching Atlanta Braves, the Mas-
ters, Star Wars movies, and just going to the movies. He was a
member of First Baptist Church in Franklin.

He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Loretta Barrett Cloer;
daughter, Leigh Cloer (Bobby Baumgarner) of Cashiers; son,
Joseph Cloer (Amanda); brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, Landy
Holland (Elaine), Mark West (Dale); niece/nephews and their fam-
ilies, Landon Holland (Laura), Barrett and Ben Holland; Matthew
West (Anna), James, John, and Emma West, of Raleigh; Emily
Deal (Jimmy), Glenn, and Branson.

A celebration of life was held Tuesday, June 13, in the Chapel
of Macon Funeral Home with Rev. Robert Brown and Gen. Bob
Page officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family request donations be made to the
First Baptist Church,69 lotla St, Franklin, NC 28734 or Donate
Life, PO. Box 5536, Cary, NC 27512.

Online condolences can be
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Larry Ross Cloer

made at

Elizabeth Annette Long

Elizabeth Annette Long, 79, of
Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus on Thursday, June 8,
2023.

Born in Clanton, Ala., she was
the daughter of the late Ewell and
Jewell Smith Headley. In addition
to her parents, shewas preceded in
death by a brother, Tim Headley,
and a sister, Marie Graviet. She
was a member of the First Assem-
bly of God in Franklin. She en-
joyed pottery, painting,
woodworking, baking cakes and

many other arts and crafts. ;

Sheissurvived by her husband, Elizabeth Annette L ong
Johnny L. Long Sr.; two sons, Johnny “Van” Long Jr., and Rodney
Long, both of Franklin; daughter-in-law, Dede Berlin; two broth-
ers, Mark Headley and Sonnie Headley, both of Floride; and asis-
ter, Lou Headley of North Carolina.

A celebration of lifewill be held on Saturday, June 17, at 2 p.m.,
inthe First Assembly of God in Franklin. Pastor Mike George will
officiate.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle * Rabun Gap, GA 30568

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much
828-634-1966

668 Highlands Road e Franklin, NC

Edna Laverne Tippett

Edna Laverne Tippett, 82, of
Franklin, N.C., went to be with the
Lord on Sunday, June 4, 2023.

She was the daughter of the late
Louin Tabner and Lillie Jane Adams
Young. Sheis preceded by her par-
ents; husband, Jimmy Roger Tippett;
siblings, Ray Young, Clifton Young,
and Wardie Young.

She was a member of Watauga
Baptist and loved palitics and reading.

She is survived by her daughter,
Kimberly Wilson of Franklin; five
grandchildren, Brittany Mashburn
(Clinton), Brooke Keener (BJ), Mor-
gan Wilson, al of Franklin; Matthew
Wilson of Asheville, and John Wilson of Franklin; four great
grandchildren, Kiley, Rowen, Kole, and Mason; sister, Bonnie
Angel of Gastonia, N.C.; brothers, Doyle Young of LaGrange, Ga.,
and Dale Young of Franklin.

A celebration of life was held on Friday, June 9, in the Chapel
of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Roy Lowe and Rev. Wesley Price
officiated. Burial was in the Watauga Baptist Church Cemetery.

Inlieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Online condolences can be
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Edna Laverne Tippett

made at

George Richard (Dickie) Gibson

George Richard (Dickie) Gibson, 80, passed away on June 7,
2023. He was born Feb. 9, 1943, in Macon County to the late
George and Frances Cowan Gibson. He was a lifetime member
and aformer deacon of Iotla Baptist Church. Heloved hisfamily,
friends, and farm. He will be remembered for his stories and his
laughter.

Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Joyce Angel Gibson;
daughter, Kimberly Gibson Lane (Walter) of Socia Circle, Ga;
sister, Linda Gibson Cunningham; five grandchildren, Brett Gib-
son (Catherine), Adrienne Gibson Wetts (Ethan), Colton Gibson,
George Lane, and Samuel Lane; five great-grandchildren; nieces
and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his son,
Gregg Richard Gibson and a great-grandson, Gregg Carson Watts.

The family expresses special appreciation to Phil Scruggs and
Joey Gibson for their serviceto the family and their care of Dickie.

A funera service was held Saturday, June 10, in the Chapel of
Macon Funeral Home. Rev Steve Reeves and Rev Brandon
Breedlove officiated. Burial wasin the lotla Baptist Church Ceme-
tery.

Pallbearers were Brett Gibson, Colton Gibson, George Lane,
Samuel Lane, Ethan Weatts, and Brad Cunningham. Honorary pall-
bearers were The John C Campbell Bible Class; Carol Tallent, Rick
Tallent, and all the men who gather at Franklin Discount Furni-
ture.

Inlieu of flowers, donations can be made to Men’s Challenge of
the Smokies (livinghopeway.com), PO. Box 2157, Franklin, NC
28734 or lotla Baptist Church, 1537 lotla Church Rd., Franklin,
NC 28734.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
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Martin Truex Jr. picks up
fourth Sonoma victory in
dominating fashion

Reid Spencer —NASCAR Wire Service
SONOMA, Cdlif. —What a difference ayear makes.

After struggling mightily last year at Sonoma Raceway in
the debut season for NASCAR’s Next Gen car, Martin Truex
Jr. pulled off adominating 180-degree turnaround in Sunday’s
Toyota/Save Mart 350.

Overcoming an inopportune caution and leading arace-high
51 of 110 laps, Truex scored his second victory of the season
and hisfourth at the 1.99-mile road course, most among active
driversand second only to Jeff Gordon’sfivein track history.

Truex’s 33rd career victory, by a2.979-second margin over
runner-up Kyle Busch, was afar cry from last season’s lack-
luster performance, when Truex started 28th and finished
26th.

“Hats off to my team,” said Truex, who was winless in the
2022 campaign. “To be so bad herelast year and to come back
and do that with the same car basically, it’'s really unbeliev-
able. Just proud of them. We're having a great year. |

NASCAR News

fedl really good about our team...

“Man, it just feels incredible to have a day like that
and arun likethat and ateam like | have. They’redoing
everything right, and it's a lot of fun to drive these
cars... Thisis why you go through years like we had
last year. You just keep fighting. You never give up on
it. You aways believe in each other.

“We haven't changed anything on our team other
than partsand pieces. It'sjust through alot of hard work
of alot of people.”

On Lap 33, Truex passed Joe Gibbs Racing teammate
and pole winner Denny Hamlin for the top spot, after
Hamlin led the first 32 laps and won the race's first
stage. For the next 18 laps, it appeared that Truex and
Hamlin would deliver a 1-2 punch to the rest of the
field.

That was before a tire from Zane Smith’'s Ford
bounced off the inside pit wall into the middle of pit
road on Lap 50. The resulting caution turned the race
upside down and handed the lead to Busch, who had
pitted seven laps before the yellow.

Busch won the second stage—hi's second stage vic-

Martin Truex Jr., driver of the #19 Bass Pro Shops
Toyota, celebrates after winning the NASCAR Cup
Series Toyota/ Save Mart 350 at Sonoma Raceway
on June 11, 2023 in Sonoma, Calif.

Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

ing, which fields carsfor brothers Ryan and Kyle
Sieg. The Stewart-Haas Racing shop prepared
the car for Almirola.

Driving the No. 28 Ford, Almirola took the
checkered flag 1.868 seconds ahead of runner-up
Allmendinger, with Larson running third 3.329
seconds back. Almirola had taken the lead from
the fifth position on a Lap 65 restart, an advan-
tage he held the rest of the way.

“Oh, man, thisis so special,” said Almirola,

tory of the season—nbut Truex caught the No. 8 Chevro-

let on Lap 69, outbraking Busch into Turn 7 and regaining the
lead. Truex pitted on Lap 75 but reclaimed the top spot five
laps later and held it until Hamlin hit the wall in Turn 12 on
Lap 92, ping-ponged between the two frontstretch barriersand
broke theright rear toe link on his Toyota.

Chase Elliott, Tyler Reddick and Ryan Blaney stayed out
on older tires during the ensuing caution, but Truex made short
work of those drivers, retaking the lead off Turn 4 on Lap 97,
with Busch following him into the second spot.

Busch chased Truex over the final 14 laps—to no avail.

“1 wish we had alittle bit more,” said Busch, who won last
Sunday at World Wide Technology Raceway. “| tried really
hard at the end to at least try to keep Martin honest. Felt like
| could beat him alittle bit on alap, then | would mess up. He
would beat me by alittle bit more on the next lap. We werejust
kind of trading alittle bit there. He was able to pull away there
late...

“We gave it everything that we had. We made a lot of
changes. We got alucky break there with ayellow with only
threelapsontires, so wewere ableto kind of cycleto thefront.
Once we got up there, we could maintain pace with some of
the good cars and have a good top-three speed race car. Just
kind of flip-flopped the race alittle hit.

“Good fortunesfor us. Nice to come out here with aP2 after
awin last week.”

Joey Logano finished third, followed by Chris Buescher and
Elliott. AJ Allmendinger, Michael McDowell, Kyle Larson,
Christopher Bell and Ross Chastain completed the top 10.

Truex leads the series standings by 13 points over William
Byron, who finished 14th. Grant Enfinger came home 26thin
relief of Noah Gragson, who missed the race because of con-
cussion symptoms deriving from a hard wreck last Sunday at
WWT Raceway.

Opportunistic Aric Almirola grabs NASCAR Xfinity

win at Sonoma Raceway

SONOMA, Cdlif. —Aric Almirolaknew Sonoma Raceway
isatrack that wouldn't make him look like a“wanker.”

Far fromit. Holding off the dominant car of Kyle Larson—
until Larson made a critical mistake—and then outrunning
road course ace AJAlImendinger over thefinal laps, Almirola
won Saturday’s DoorDash 250 at the 1.99-mile road course.

The victory was Almirolas fourth in the NASCAR Xfinity
Series and hisfirst since 2017, when he won at Talladega for
owner Fred Biagi.

Thewin aso wasthefirst-ever for Georgia-based RSS Rac-

who was making his second Xfinity start of the
season after a 24th-place finish at Circuit of the Americasin
April. “It's hard to explain. | know it's an Xfinity win—it's
not a Cup win, but after COTA (I said) | don’t think | should
run any more road course racesin an Xfinity car.

“1t makes melook like awanker, and | lose self-confidence
going into Sunday. But | knew that this racetrack, thisisonel
that can run good at. I’ ve run good here my whole career. |
don’t know what it is about this place, but | love racing here.”

Larson swept the first two stages and held a lead of more
than 13 seconds over Allmendinger when Jeffrey Earnhardt
backed into the barrier in Turn 10 on Lap 60 and caused the
race’s second caution.

If the subsequent restart on Lap 65 was crucial toAlmirola's
victory, Larson’s mistake on Lap 72 was even more so. On
Lap 72 of 79, Larson drove hard into the Turn 11 hairpin
within inches of Almirola's back bumper and clipped one of
the stacks of tires defining the corner.

Larson’s Chevrolet shot to the left of theracing line, and by
the time he had righted the car, Allmendinger had passed him
for second.

“| just got too greedy,” said Larson, who led arace-high 53
lapsto Almirola’s 17. “I was kind of tucked up right behind
him, clipped the tires, and it knocked the wheel out of my
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Aric Almirola, driver of the #28 Michael Roberts Construction Ford, celebrates with a burnout as crew cheers after winning the
NASCAR Xfinity Series DoorDash 250 at Sonoma Raceway on June 10, 2023 in Sonoma, Calif.

hands. After that the toe was off. | wasreally tight in the left
and redlly loosein theright, so | couldn't makerunsat it...

“I"'m really mad at myself right now, but I'm really proud
of the car they (Hendrick Motorsports) brought. Congrats to
Aric, too. He did aredlly good job out in front of me, hitting
his marks. He could kind of get away from me in a couple of
important areas and would make me have to work hard be-
hind him. So hats off to him and that team.”

Ty Gibbs ran fourth, as full-time NASCAR Cup Series
drivers claimed the top four finishing positions. Parker
Kligerman led the Xfinity regularsin fifth, followed by Cole
Custer, Justin Allgaier, Austin Hill, Sammy Smith and Sam
Mayer.

Induction ceremony highlights contributions of

western drivers to NASCAR racing

To gain and understanding of the impact western states
have had on NASCAR racing—and vice versa—one needs
tolook no further than the West Coast Stock Car Hall of Fame
inductionslast Thursday night in the Turn 11 Club at Sonoma
Raceway.

Three NASCAR national championswere ushered into the
Hall: Kurt Busch, Kevin Harvick and Matt Crafton. During
NASCAR's 75th anniversary celebration, both Busch and
Harvick were included in the elite list of NASCAR’s 75
Greatest Drivers.

Busch grew up in Las Vegas and got his start racing Dwarf
cars under the tutelage of his father, Tom Busch, who also
wasaracer. In fact, Kurt's extensive knowledge of the work-
ings of arace car derived from working on hisfather’s equip-
ment.

At onepoint in hisearly career, Busch won 10 straight races
on 10 different tracks, but his career didn’'t’ gain significant
momentum until he began competing successfully inthe Win-
ter Heat Series at Tucson Raceway Park against fellow West
Coasters Harvick, Crafton, Ron Hornaday Jr. and Greg Biffle.

In 1999, Busch won the championship in the NASCAR
AutoZone Elite Division, Southwest Seriesand earned anin-
vitation to a Jack Roush tryout, labeled the “Gong Show” for
its merciless evaluation of potentia driving talent.

Roush hired Busch to drive in the NASCAR CRAFTS

Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

MAN Truck Seriesin 2000, when Busch won rookie-of-the-
year honors and finished second to teammate Biffle in the
championship standings.

After oneyear in the Truck Series, Busch succeeded Chad
Littlein Roush’sNo. 97 NASCAR Cup Series Ford. In 2004,
he won the series championship in the first year of a
NASCAR Playoff system, then christened the Chase.

Busch would go on to win 34 Cup races, including victo-
riesat all four of the West Coast tracks that have been staples
on the Cup Series schedule—Fontana, Phoenix, Las Vegas
and Sonoma.

Harvick was atough guy from atough town—Bakersfield,
California, which aso gave us Buck Owens and the Bakers-
field Sound in country music.

A multisport athlete in high school, Harvick was a gifted

wrestler, atalent that surfaced yearslater when he pinned Carl
Edwardsto the hood of hiscar in Charlotte Motor Speedway’s
Xfinity garage during an altercation in 2008.

Driving for Spears Motorsportsin 1998, Harvick won five
races and the Winston West championship, but his major
break came when team owner Richard Childress signed him
in 2000.

In 2001, he would win the Xfinity Seriestitle, but another
event that year was far more significant. After Dale Earnhardt
lost hislifein the 2001 Daytona 500, Harvick wasthrust into
therole of Earnhardt’s successor in RCR’s flagship ride.

Harvick didn’t win a Cup Series championship until 2014,
after he had left Childress for Stewart-Haas Racing. His 60
Cup wins are second among active driversto the 63 accumu-
lated by Kyle Busch, Kurt's brother.

Thefirst of Harvick’svictories came at Atlantain histhird
Cup start.

“Well, everybody kind of already knew your name at that
particular point, and | alwaystell peoplethat things happened
backward in my career,” said Harvick, who will retire from
Cup racing at theend of the season. “They al knew my name
first, and then you had to figure out how to earn who you were
from that point forward, and then you had to walk everything
back in order to be yourself.

“Everybody knew your name because of Dal€' s passing and
getting in his car, and then winning the race—that was kind
of the moment that solidified the fact that you could doit. And
at that point, you did it on the biggest stage because, outside
of Dale Jr., you had the biggest spotlight shining on you driv-
ing that particular car. It wasalot to deal with. Definitely was-
n't ready for all that.”

Born in Tulare, Cdif., Crafton started his racing career in
go-karts before graduating to the Featherlite Southwest Se-
ries, where he won the championship in 2000.

Driving for ThorSport Racing, Crafton made his Truck Se-
ries debut in the 2000 season finale at Fontana. He has been
driving for ThorSport ever since, with remarkable consis-
tency. In 533 Truck Series starts, Crafton has 15 victories, 133
top fives and 316 top 10s—not to mention championshipsin
2013, 2014 and 2019.

Busch, Harvick and Crafton were inducted into the West
Coast Stock Car Hall of Fame along with former Indianapo-
lis 500 rookie of the year Lyn St. James and sprint car stand-
out Brent Kaeding.

Held during the NASCAR weekend at Sonoma Raceway,
theinduction ceremony casts the focus on the important con-
tributions of drivers from western states to the sport.

Sonoma Raceway

Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE answers oNPG. 15

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: TV DADS

ACROSS

1. Necklace lock

6. Blue

9. *Mr. Micelli in "Who's the
Boss"

13. "The Tortoise and the Hare,"
e..

14. Beer acronym

15. Check recipient

16. Angler's basket

17. Circle part

18. "Orange" warning

19. *Mr. Keaton in "Family Ties"
21. *Mr. Cunningham in "Happy
Days"

23. Dad's offspring

24. "Jack and the Beanstalk" in-
strument

25. General Post Office

28. Plural of cecum

30. Pompous windbag

35. Not written

37. Scotch ingredient

39. Complain

40. Spanish surrealist Joan
41. Formed #17 Across

43. Press back arrow key

44. Not odds

46. "Musical" constellation

47. Backgammon predecessor
48. Louisiana music genre

50. Aware of

52. Jeans brand

53. In a little while, old-fash-
ioned

55. Old age, old-fashioned

57. *Mr. White "Breaking Bad"
60. *Mr. Stark "Game of
Thrones"

63. Ruffle on a blouse

64. Determine the sum

66. Feline sound
68. Bronze, e.g.

69. Chasing game
70."Alljoking ___ "

71. Big Bang's original matter
72. Compass bearing

73. Type of stocking

DOWN

1. Olden-day aerosol can pro-

pellant, acr.

2. Lawrence, for short
3.Adand

4. Like gelled hair

5. Relating to pelvis

6.aka. Xi'an

7. Credit card rate, acr.

8. Putin's country house, e.g.
9. Samoan money

10. Deed hearing

11. Egghead

12. Up to the present time

15. a.k.a. melon tree

20. Organ swelling

22. What organza and forgive-
ness have in common

24. Calm and peaceful

25. *Mr. Addams "The Ad-
dams Family"

26. Outhouse

27. Propelled like Argo

29. *Mr. Winslow in "Family
Matters"

31. Give the cold shoulder

32. Twofold

33. *Mr. Johnson in "Black-ish"
34. Glittery stone

36. Like certain Ranger

38. Seaside hird

42. Old hat

45, Scatterbrained, in U.K.
49, Top seed

51. Nickname for dad (2
words)

54. Speak like Cicero

56. __ Buchanan of "The
Great Gatsby"

57. China's Great one

58. Often goes with "willing"
59. Rumpelstiltskin's weaver
60. Upper hand

61. Not top-shelf

62. Popular symbol of extinc-
tion

63. *Mr. Pritchett in "Modern
Family"

65. *Mr. Conner in "Roseanne
67. Skin cyst

Real Estate

BY OWNER 5.36 ACRES Plus
RV, Fires Creek Area, Quiet,
High End 4BD/3BA Brick
Home, Over 2600 sq.ft. Great
Mountain  View. $525,000.
(828)371-1497.

 Commercial Rentals

OFFICE FOR RENT Large 2
room suite in Franklin, Court-
house Plaza Building. Rent in-
cludes power, heat and air.
$790/month. Call (828)524-
7799.

SUBSCRIBE!

12 Months - $29.00
6 Months - $16.20
3 Months - $11.90

(includes tax)
The Macon County

NEWS

& Shopping Guide
26 W. Main St. « Franklin, NC
828.369.6767
maconcountynews@gmail.com

News ¢ Classifieds
Real Estate » Obituaries
Sports ¢ Dining

Garage & Yard Sales

HUGE 6 FAMILY Indoor Yard
Sale Friday & Saturday 8am-
3pm, Cartoogechaye Church of
God. Tools, Brand Name Men's
Clothes, Costume Jewelry,
Dishes, Home Decor, Christmas
Decorations, Women'’s Clothes
and Shoes, Small Furniture and
tons of miscellaneous Items.

GOOD STUFF SALE Friday,
June 16, 12 noon-3pm, Satur-
day, June 17, 8-2, St. Francis
Church, 299 Maple St., Franklin.

Misc. For Sale

ROSE OF SHARON Shrubs.
Beautiful Purple flowers with
Dark Red in Center. Under 1’
$5, 2° $10, 4’ $20. (828)342-
7753.

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
Military Boot, OCP Multi Cam
Scorpion and Marpat Camo
Uniforms, Vests, Packs, Field
Gear, Camo Netting, GI Wool
Blankets, USMC ILBE 3 Day
Assault Packs. W/C Poncho
Liner/ Woobie. We Buy,Trade
All Types Of Military Clothing
Field Gear. Open Monday-Fri-
day 9-6, Saturday 9-5, 329 Ben-
nett Ridge Rd. Franklin Rd.
(828)349-3140. bandmsurplus
@gmail.com

SUDOKU answERs ON PG. 15




THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023

|  VoLumE 41 NUMBER 5

THE MACON CounTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 23

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing, decks
and RV’s you name it. | can
bring my own water and your
estimate is free! For any ques-
tions call (828)200-5298. We're
happy to help!

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior
Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any
Price. (828)200-7549.

THE DUCT GUY HVAC Duct-
work & Dry Vent Cleaning. Win-
dow & Pressure Washing.
FREE Estimates. Insured & Ex-
perienced! Call (828)342-
5540.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No

Job Too Small, Free Esti-
mates. Call Rick Hall
(828)371-3566.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL

Pumps, Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO.In-
terior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper
removal, Log Homes, Decks,

Insured. Free estimates.
(828)332- 0525, (828)421-
8600.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.

FREE ESTIMATES Rain Gut-
ter Clean Out. Yard Clean Up
& Care, Mulch. Pressure
Cleaning. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-
5273.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance, Firewood and
Much More! Licensed & In-

sured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
CRANE BROS. WELL

Drilling, 6” Drilled Wells for
Farms Homes and Industries,
Free Estimates. 248 Crane
Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin  (828)524-
2956.

ASHE PAINT, STAIN, Pressure
Washing, Gutter Cleaning,
Quality Guaranteed, Affordable,
Dependable Service, Residen-
tial/Commercial, Exterior/Inte-
rior, Log Homes & Decks.
(828)506-1641.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Pro-
fessional service. Reason-
able rates. NC Licensed and
fully insured. 20+ years expe-
rience. (845)807-1326.

GRADING, FINISH Grading,
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.

Community Fundraisers

GOOD STUFF SALE Friday,
June 16, 12 noon-3pm, Satur-
day, June 17, 8-2, St. Francis
Church, 299 Maple St.,
Franklin.

BINGO American Legion Hall,
614 W. Main St, Every
Wednesday. New Hours Early
Bird 4:30 to 5:30, Regular Ses-
sion 5:30, Snack Bar Available.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL Res-
cue Thrift Store, Open Tuesday
thru Saturday, 9am-4pm, 1521
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-
3046.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store, 1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

Help Wanted

DIVA'S ON MAIN Full and Part-
time Sales. Email Resume to
sarahmillerati@aol.com or Drop
off at 24 E. Main St. Call to
schedule Interview (770)757-
7500.

HOUSEKEEPERS required
Franklin Terrace B&B call or
apply in person (828)369-8888.
No SMS.

FIRE CAPTAIN Otto Fire And
Rescue This position is respon-
sible for providing fire suppres-
sion and rescue response.
Considerable knowledge of fire-
fighting, rescue, Haz Mat, and
other emergency operations.
High school diploma and at least
5 years experience in the fire
service. Valid North Carolina
CDL Class B license. Benefits
include paid time off, sick leave,
holidays and uniforms. 33,000
to 40,000 compensation based
on experience. Can pick up ap-
plication at Otto Fire Department
at 60 firehouse drive Otto NC
28763 or contact the depart-
ment at (828)524-3473 or e-mail
ottofirerescue@yahoo.com for
application.

Boats & Campers

15’ FISHING BOAT Rinkerbuilt,
New Battery, Fair Condition,
85hp Mercury. $1,500. (828)349-
0061.

RECEPTIONIST/CLERICAL
Assistant position for a busy al-
ternative medicine & acupunc-
ture clinic; no experience
necessary, will train; Must be
friendly, outgoing person & bilin-
gual a plus Call (828)332-0259
(please leave a message) or
come by the clinic 11:00 to 4:00
Tuesday thru Saturday at 189
Highlands Rd., Franklin.

CUSTOMER SERVICE posi-
tion available, must be knowl-
edgeable of the 7 western
counties of NC. in order to give
out visitor information. Sales ex-
perience needed as well. Fun
job! Contact: martha@uvis-
itsmokies.org (828)369-9606.

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG Walk-
ers Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

LOOKING FOR A LOVING Pet
or Lost Pet. Macon County An-
imal Services, Open M-F by
appointment call (828)349-
2106. Pictures of Lost and
Available Pets, www.face-
book.com/maconanimal

2005 FLEETWOOD Terra 32S,
42K miles, new tires, new Seat-
craft recliners, 50-inch TV in liv-
ing room, 24-inch in bedroom,
new floors, lots of updates.
$35K, call for more info.
(828)371-7284.

INTECH 2020 RV FLYER Ex-
plore, off road pkg + many op-
tions. Spacious adventure
camper micro-lite toy hauler.
14’x 7+ wide. MSRP for 2023
$35k.  All-Aluminum, 2,000
pounds can be towed by smaller
SUVs and trucks. Lift kit, off road
tires, electric tongue jack, double
rear doors, slide-out kitchen, 12v
& USB & 120V, roof rack, 2 bat
wing awnings, 2 tip outs, large
beds, ac, heater. $19,999. infor-
mation and pics. (727)408-7008.

2021 FOREST RIVER R-POD
19' RV with Slide-out and Lots of
Options. New- never Used. Call
(828)371-1497.

Musical [nstruments
Repaired

REASO/VABLE /

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons
Call Peter 1822)524-1010

$Q 00 20 WORDS OR LESS
" Deadline Mondays by 3pm

26 W. Main Street * Franklin, NC 28734 (828)369-6767
maconcountynews@gmail.com

The Macon County

NEWS

& Shopping Guide

RV AWNING REPAIR
& INSTALLATION

FABRIC, PARTS &
COMPLETE ASSEMBLIES

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC
In Otto since 1998 828-349-4500
Complete

Tree Removal

Stump
- Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

sz

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

PA AN
pe‘,{ﬁ?‘&m{g
Q ’) 524

®%R.0O. Box 8].-(351 Lake Emory Rgﬂ
¢ Fra

.’Q

8734

SHELTER WISH LIST

Cat Litter *Rice
Laundry Detergent
Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth
Canned Dog & Puppy Food
Canned Cat Food



https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://treeservicefranklinnc.com/

24% oAnnual

casce or Scocland
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FRIDAY, JUNE 16 - SUNDAY, JUNE I8

FRIDAY, JUNE 16

in Downtown T"mnklin

6Pm Clan Parade - Main Street, Downtown

Franklin to The Rathskeller. To march in the pa-
rade, be in City Hall Parking Lot by 5:30pm.

6 :30pm - FREE Ceilidh (Music concert/party)
behind The Rathskeller Coffee Haus & Pub at 58
Stewart Street.

Bring a lawn chair.

SATURDAY, JUNE 17
GATES OPEN 9AM

at Macon (ounty Fuairgrounds,
1436 Georgia Rd., Franklin, NC

ADMISSION: $10 AGES 16 AND UP, $5 AGES 5-15,
CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE

9am-5pm  Highland Games throughout the
day - Bring a chair

9am-5pm Children's Games & Activities
9:30am  Cherokee Demonstration, Main Stage
9am Harp Music, Main Stage

9:30am  Cherokee Demonstration, Main Stage

1nam Scottish Country Dancing Demonstration,
Fiddlers Tent

11am Jacobites by Name, Main Stage
nmam Wid Mountain Time, Second Stage

11:30am  Sheep Herding Demonstrations,
Fenced Paddock

12pm Mountain Muse Band, Main Stage
12pm Cherokee Demonstration, Second Stage
Ipm Colin Grant-Adams, Main Stage

Ipm Andrew Finn McGill, Second Stage
2pm Scottish Country Dancing
Demonstration, Fiddlers Tent

2pm Jacobites by Name, Main Stage

2pm Cherokee Demonstration, Second Stage
2:30pm Sheep Herding Demonstrations,
Fenced Paddock

3pm Mountain Muse Band, Main Stage
3pm Wild Mountain Time, Second Stage
4pm Colin Grant-Adams, Main Stage
4pm Andrew Finn McGill, Second Stage

SUNDAY, JUNE I8

at First Preshyterian (hurch
26 Church Street, Franklin NC

10am Kirkin® of the Tartan

3am FREE Music Concert, Traditional Scot-
tish Music with Caledonia Women, a fiddle and
guitar duo who plays Scottish music, sharing sto-
ries of how the music expresses Scotland’s land,
history and culture. In the Chapel of the First
Presbyterian Church. Sponsored by

the Arts Council of Macon County.

Nate: The schedule during the day Saturday is subject
to change so please check back frequently if you are
concerned about the timing for 4 certain event.


https://tasteofscotland.org/
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