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In an effort to complete a 100 County Tour that began just prior to the pandemic, North Carolina’s First Lady Kristin Cooper visited
sites in Franklin, including Ruby City Gem and Minerals and Smoky Mountains Center for the Performing Arts. At the Smoky Center,
she was met by Scotty Corbin, (L) general manager and artistic director, as well Logan Wallace, (R) technical director, for a tour of
the 1,500-seat facility. Cooper had already visited around 93 of the state’s counties and pointed out that her “favorite part” of being
First Lady was the opportunity to explore North Carolina and spend time with people from all walks of life and interests. “Western
North Carolina’s counties are our last big swing,” she said. For more on Cooper’s visit to WNC, see page 4.
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School projects contingent on state budget 
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met at Nantahala School
for its monthly board meeting. 

Macon County Schools superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin
presented a certificate to Chase McMahan, a freshman student
who attends Nantahala School, for placing in the “Voice of
Democracy Speech Contest.” Chase took first place in the local
district contest and took fourth place in the state contest, which
garnered several thousand dollars in scholarship awards.

Gracie Parker gave an update on her Health Rally that she
held several weeks ago. She reported that more than 100 peo-
ple attended her rally and she will meeting with Senator Chuck
Edwards in the near future, to speak to him about forwarding
her cause.

Macon County Schools Auxiliary Services Director Todd
Gibbs gave a rundown on the building and grounds situation.
He explained that the East Franklin expansion had to be placed
on hold until the state budget is set.  The Nantahala wastewater
project was moving along and the Macon Middle School vent
pipe issue appears to be quashed at the time. He explained that
the vent traps were keeping any emitted smell from leaking
into the air. The Highlands Middle School Project was also on

track, he said. 
The board announced the transfer of Brian Moffitt, who is

the current principal of Macon Early College, to principal of
Union Academy.

Dr. Baldwin announced graduation dates for Macon County
Schools. Franklin High School will hold its graduation on Sat-
urday, June 3, at 9 a.m., on the FHS football field. Nantahala
School will have its graduation on Friday, June 2, in the school
gym, with a reception at 5 p.m. and the graduation at 6 p.m.
Highlands School will watch see their seniors graduate on Sat-
urday, May 27, at 10 a.m. in their new gym. Union Academy
will host their graduates at Holly Springs Baptist Church on
Friday, May 26, at 6 p.m. Finally, Macon Early College grad-
uates will walk across the stage at the Smoky Mountain Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts on Sunday, June 4, at 2 p.m.

Friday May 26, 2023 is a half day for all students. 
The School Board will hold a special called meeting on

Tuesday, June 13, at 9 a.m., at the administrative building, for
the purpose of swearing in Josh Lynch as the new Macon
County Schools Superintendent. This meeting is open to the
public. 

The next regular school board meeting will be held on June
26, at the central office on Old Murphy Road. 

FHS men’s track & field team state champions! 

Page 8

Kayakers row section of the Bartram Trail

Page 12

Kyle Larson has big weekend at North Wilkesboro
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Saturday, May 27 • 9am-4pm
DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN See pg.4
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All proceeds go to the further  
development and maintenance of 

the gardens at the ERC
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE 

CENTER (ERC)

1624 Lakeside Drive 
Franklin, NC 28734 

(Next to the Landfill)

VBS at First Alliance Church 
(off Womack Street)

Ages 4 Years - 5th Grade  
(completed this year)

June 5th - 9th  
9:00 am - Noon

**Pre-registration is as easy as 1-2-3 
1. By phone at 828-369-7977 
2. Online at facregistration.com 
3. Stop by the church Mon. - Fri.  
10am - 3pm & fill out a card

**Pre-registration ends Tuesday May 30th.  
After that date you may register on site 

the week of VBS at 8:45 am.

Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer 
 
Associate Superintendent Josh Lynch has been 

named as Macon County’s next School Superin-
tendent effective July 1.  Current superintendent Dr. 
Chris Baldwin had announced his retirement several 
months ago. He will be officially retiring in Septem-
ber. 

Lynch shared why he sought the position of 
Macon County Schools Superintendent.  

“I have a strong desire to serve the Macon County 
School system as Superintendent for many reasons. 
I am a direct product of Macon County Schools,” 
said Lynch. “I entered this great system as a kinder-
garten student at Iotla Elementary School in 1986, 
graduated Franklin High School in 1999, conducted 
my student teaching at South Macon Elementary 
School in 2003 and began my career as a third grade 
teacher at Cowee School in 2004.  

“The Macon County School system has developed 
me into a career educator and productive Macon 
County citizen due to the rich experiences and op-
portunities provided by a community of dedicated 
people who invested so much in the lives of the stu-
dents within the Macon County school system. I 
want to continue to lead and serve the district as su-
perintendent, so I can continue to grow and expand 
upon the opportunities and experiences that will be 
provided to all Macon County students both in the 
present and in the future.”  

As to specific areas in which he plans to focus, 
“my goal is to continue to build upon the founda-
tion and momentum that has been established to 
support: 

– Mental health initiatives 
- Accessible school campuses for all learners 
- Increased school safety and security 
- Continued academic growth.” 
Lynch has a long and strong history with Macon 

public schools serving as an educator and/or ad-
ministrator since 2004.  He taught third grade at 
Cowee School from 2004 -2011 and was the assis-
tant principal at East Franklin Elementary from 
2011-2013. 

Lynch served as principal at Cartoogechaye Ele-
mentary from 2013-2020.  

In 2020, he took a position in the Macon County 
Schools Administrative Office as the curriculum di-
rector, and in 2021, he became the Macon County 
Schools Associate Superintendent. 

Lynch is married to Kristen Lynch who is a life-
long educator in the Macon County School System 
and current principal at Cartoogechaye Elementary. 
They are the proud parents of Kason and Eva Rose 
who attend Macon County Schools. The family en-
joys hiking, camping, boating, traveling, and spend-
ing time together as a family.  

Lynch will take the Oath of Office as Superin-
tendent on June 13, at 9 a.m., at the central office.  
The meeting is open the public. 

Macon County’s new superintendent Josh Lynch is a self-proclaimed “direct 
product of Macon County schools.” Lynch will take the Oath of Office June 13 
at the administrative building on Old Murphy Road. 

Lynch named new school superintendent 
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Mattress Only
Queen Size

Mattress +
Boxspring 
Queen Size

$699
$919

Blue Lagoon Nights – Firm

$799
$1019

Blue Lagoon Nights – Plush Blue Lagoon Nights – Plush Pillow Top

Mattress Only
Queen Size

Mattress +
Boxspring 
Queen Size

$899
$1119

Mattress Only
Queen Size

Mattress +
Boxspring 
Queen Size

560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC
(828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

https://www.maconfurnituremart.com/index.html
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N.C.’s First Lady Cooper visits select sites in Western North Carolina 
Besides stopping off at Smoky Mountain

Center for the Performing Arts, N.C.’s First
Lady Kristin Cooper, visited the Franklin
Gem and Mineral Museum on Wednesday,
May 17, as part of her 100 counties of North
Carolina tour.  

Gem museum volunteers said Cooper was
particularly fascinated in the North Carolina
Room finding the 47-and-a-half-pound and
the two-and-a half pound rubies “very inter-
esting.” 

Cooper and her team experienced the
gems, minerals, and artifacts of the North
Carolina Room, the States Room,  and the
Cherokee Room; and the hidden rainbows of
the Fluorescent Room which reveals how
rocks and minerals glow under longwave
and shortwave UV (ultraviolet) light.  She
was intrigued by “the Slammer” and its his-
tory for both the museum and Macon
County.  

After her tour of the entire museum,
Cooper took time to look at geodes and other
items in the gift shop.   She and her team
were presented with specimens of Unakite,
which was first discovered in the United
States in the Unakas mountains of North
Carolina. Cooper also received a sapphire
specimen from Macon County and a geode
specimen to take home to her daughter, Na-

talie, who is a teacher.

The Folk School welcomes NC’s First Lady 
Cooper also stopped at the John C. Camp-

bell Folk School on Wednesday. 
Cooper visited the school’s History Cen-

ter, toured the garden and tried some fresh

Left: Kristin Cooper visits the Franklin Gem and Mineral
Museum. Above: Ron Bischoff, Franklin Gem & Mineral
Society member and museum host shows Cooper infor-
mation from “The Ruby Mining Story” publication. Right: Cooper looks at geodes in the museum
gift shop. Photographs by Kim Price, Franklin Gem & Mineral Society

snap peas before heading to a handful of stu-
dios to see the Folk School experience first-
hand. The First Lady visited the
Blacksmithing shop and chatted with stu-
dents as they finished making fire pokers,
many working at the forge for the first time.
Next, she visited the Book & Paper Arts Stu-
dio to see the work being made in the “En-
hanced Paper Decoration” class and watch a
marbling demonstration led by world-
renowned instructors Daniel and  Regina St.

John. 
The First Lady ended her visit with a brief

roundtable discussion involving a handful of
staff members before leaving for her next
stop. Nanette Davidson and Barbara Swell’s
“Savory Pies and Summer Suppers” class
sent her off with a plate of  fresh-baked hand
pies.  

The First Lady also visited Olive’s Porch
during her tour with Murphy Mayor Tim
Radford on Friday, May 19. Olive’s Porch,

downtown franklin
Saturday, May 27 • 9am-4pm
Food Trucks • Beverages • Live Music • Face Painting

Mountain Arts & Crafts • Play Area • Petting Zoo
Something for Everyone, Join us in Celebrating Spring

Sponsored by the Streets of Franklin & TDC

WWhhiillee DDoowwnnttoowwnn,, vviissiitt oouurr RReessttaauurraannttss,, 
SShhooppss aanndd MMuusseeuummss..

Spring
MakersMarket

COWEETA BAPTIST CHURCH
780 Coweeta Church Rd • Franklin, NC

AUSSIE FUN FEST FOR THE FAMILY
VBS Kick-Off/Pre-registration

Sunday, June 4 • 4-6pm
Cook Out • Ice Cream Sundaes

Games • Face Painting • Family Fun

VBS   
Monday, June 5 - Thursday, June 8 • 6:30-8:30pm
Cool Lessons • Games • Crafts • Music • Snacks
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291 HIGHLANDS RD. 
FRANKLIN, NC 28734 

 

SEMI SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE $49.95 UP TO 5 QUARTS 
 

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE $79.95 UP TO 5 QUARTS 
 

WE OFFER: 

DIESEL SERVICE, BRAKE SERVICE, NEW & USED TIRES, 
TIRE ROTATIONS, AIR FILTERS, CABIN FILTERS. 

 
BG SERVICE • INTERSTATE BATTERIES 

 
COMPLETE REPAIR INSTALLATION 

 
OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION 

CAR WASH • $1.50 FOR 4 MINUTES 
 

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS 
 
 

FRANKLIN LUBRICACIÓN  
Y REPARACIÓN 

291 HIGHLANDS RD 
FRANKLIN, NC 28734 

 

CAMBIO DE ACEITE SEMI SINTÉTICO $49.95 
HASTA 5 CUARTOS DE GALÓN 

 
CAMBIO DE ACEITE SINTÉTICO COMPLETO $79.95 

HASTA 5 CUARTOS DE GALÓN  
 

OFRECEMOS: 

SERVICIO DIÉSEL, SERVICIO DE FRENOS, NEUMÁTICOS 
NUEVOS Y USADOS, ROTACIONES DE NEUMÁTICOS,  

FILTOS DE AIRE, FILTROS DE CABINA. 
 

BATERÍAS INTERESTATALES DE BG SERVICE 
 

INSTALACIÓN DE REPARACIÓN COMPLETA 
 

ESTACIÓN DE INSPECCIÓN OFICIAL 
LAVADO DE AUTOS $1.50 POR 4 MINUTOS 

 
VENGA A VERNOS PARA TODAS SUS NECESIDADES  

DE AUTOMÓVILES

the economic and cultural fabric of the 
state,” said Bethany Chaney, the Folk 
School’s Interim Executive Director. “We 
hope she felt the magic that happens here 
and across our Western North Carolina com-
munities every day.” 

Cooper also visited Smoke in the Moun-
tains Pottery while in town, meeting long-
time Folk School friend and instructor potter 
Rob Withrow, who helped with the “At 
Home with the First Lady” series in 2020.

a Folk School experience in downtown Mur-
phy, features community workshops, a retail 
shop showcasing the work of Appalachian 
artists, and a studio space dedicated to the 
Artist in Residence program. 

“It was a real honor to be included on the 
First Lady’s tour of Cherokee and Clay coun-
ties and to share the story of our almost 100-
year-old folk school with her. Some of the 
traditions and techniques we teach go back 
centuries and still contribute enormously to 

N.C. First Lady Kristin Cooper visited the garden at John C. Campbell Folk School on Wednes-
day.                   Photo courtesy of Robert Grand / John C. Campbell Folk School

https://maconnc.org/health-department.html
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FHS Track and Field take first and third in State Championship meet 
Dan Finnerty – Sports Writer

The Franklin High School (FHS)
Track and Field team continued its im-
pressive run under the leadership of
coaches Matt Harlfinger and Melissa
Ward. Competing at the North Carolina
High School Athletic Association (NCH-
SAA) meet at Greensboro Friday, May
19, the Panther men took first place for
the 3A State Championship while the
women brought home third place. The
Lady Panthers (35 points) finished be-
hind Dudley (70) and Statesville (49).
The men took the championship with
59.5 points, ahead of Dudley (54) and
Croatan (51) high schools. This is the
first time FHS has won a men’s outdoor
championship since back-to-back titles in
1994 and 1995. 

“We had a total effort on both sides.
Athletes, coaches, parents, [school] ad-
ministration, and more all came together
to make a championship possible,”
Harlfinger commented on the feat.

Individually at the state meet, senior
Blake Cassada was the sole Panther who
brought home an individual championship. He
won the pole vault event with a 13-06, besting
North Lincoln’s Logan Jones by 6 inches. Of
note, FHS sophomore Adam Rogers took fifth
place (12-06) and junior Aaron Jennings
placed seventh with the same height in the
pole vault. On the girls’ side, the 4x200 meter
(m) team of Michelle Ortega, Isabelle
Duchemin, Laura Covarrubias, and Hope
Smith broke the FHS school record with a

fifth-place finish of 1:46.52. 
Elsewhere, senior Cal Drake took second in

the high jump with a 6-06 and senior Isaiah
Roots took third in the men’s 400m dash with
a 49.45; FHS placed third in the men’s
4x800m with an 8:14.69 time.

On the women’s side, sophomore Covarru-
bias finished second in the 300m hurdles with
a 44.65, barely losing first to West Hender-
son’s Emma Hall (44.42). The girls’ 4x100m

relay team took third with a 49.81 time. In the
pole vault event, sophomore Boston Stringer
also came in third with a 10-06 vault. 

Reflecting on both the winter indoor season
and the just completed track and field season,
it has been quite a run for FHS. In addition to
the state meet May 19, the boys were Indoor
State champions, Regional 3A West champi-
ons, and Mountain Seven Conference (MSC)
champions. The girls were also MSC champi-

ons, and Regional 3A West champions.
The Lady Panther 4x200m team was also
the State 3A Indoor champion.

Individually, Drake won FHS Athlete
of the Month for May; Covarrubias won
the same award in December. Drake, Co-
varrubias, and Jennings all won the
NCHSAA Sportsmanship Award. Cas-
sada was both Indoor and Outdoor State
pole vault men’s champion and Stringer
was Indoor State pole vault women’s
champion. Stringer and Cassada were
also named Western North Carolina
(WNC) Athletes of the Year while the
FHS boys were named WNC Team of
the Year. MSC field event Most Valuable
Player awards went to Drake and Covar-
rubias. 

Women’s Coach Ward and Robbie
Tompa, team sprint coach, were named
Mountain Seven Coaches of the Year.

“We brought the girls up from 22nd
place last year outdoor season, to a tie for
third place. We had some injuries happen
about mid-season … we were very
pleased with how they [girls] were able
to perform at regionals and states.” On

the men’s side, the championship came down
to the last race, the 4x400m relay. She added,
“We needed to beat Dudley in order to win the
meet. Dudley ran a 3:26 time - we were ranked
coming in with a 3:24 and I believe that’s what
we ran … being the final race of the day, we
secured the championship,” said Ward.

The FHS Sports Awards Banquet is tonight,
Thursday, May 25, at 6 p.m., at the Smoky
Mountain Center for the Performing Arts.

Franklin High School Men’s Track & Field team became the 2023 3A Men’s Track & Field State Champions this
past Friday, beating out all competitors for the first time since 1995.

FHS student athletes honored at 61st Annual WNC Sports Awards 
On Sunday, May 14, several Franklin High student-athletes were invited to

the 61st Annual WNC Sports Awards at the Omni Grove Park Inn in
Asheville.  FHS had a very strong representation at the event and took home
several outstanding awards. 

Award winners
First Citizens Bank Division I Female Athlete Olympic Sport - Boston

Stringer
Massasoit of North Carolina, Inc. Division I Male Athlete Olympic Sport

- Blake Cassada
Rodeway Inn & Suites Division I Male Olympic Sport - Franklin Men’s In-

door Track and Field
Keith Jarrett Memorial Scholarship Winner - Israel Jackson
FHS student-athletes invited as finalists
Ann Brandis Division I Female Athlete Major Sport - Tori Ensley
First Citizens Bank Division I Female Athlete Olympic Sport - Hope Smith

and Boston Stringer
Nat & Carolyn Arthur Division I Female Olympic Sport - Franklin Indoor

Track and Field
Massasoit of North Carolina, Inc. Division I Male Athlete Olympic Sport

- Blake Cassada
Rodeway Inn & Suites Division I Male Olympic Sport - Franklin Indoor

Track and Field
Blue Ridge Imaging Technologies Division I Female Academic Award -

Alyssa Smith
Beverly-Hanks Realty Division I Male Academic Award - Davis Anders
Henry Logan Division I Male Athlete of the Year - Blake Cassada
Keith Jarrett Memorial Scholarship Finalist - Israel Jackson

Pictured (L-R) are student athletes from Franklin High School who brought home awards at the 61st Annual WNC
Sports Awards, Boston Stringer, Israel Jackson, Blake Cassada, and Isaiah Roots representing the Men’s Indoor
Track & Field team.
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https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Rusted-Arrow-Market/100057341744198/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://xpert2021.wixsite.com/divasonmain
https://anovelescapefranklin.wordpress.com/
https://www.bahai.us/
http://www.theatticantiquesnc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/KZ-Construction-LLC/100064184645315/
https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
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See GILLESPIE on page 11

The Macon County News letters page is a public
forum open to a wide variety of opinions as a right guar-
anteed in the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
Letters are neither accepted nor rejected based on con-
tent. Letters must be signed and contact information
provided. Views expressed are not necessarily reflective
of the opinions of publisher, editor or staff. Writers are
asked to refrain from personal attacks against individ-
uals or businesses. 

The Legislative Review
N.C. Rep. Karl Gillespie

In this week's edition of The
Legislative Review, the legis-
lature returns after crossover
week, considers a veto over-
ride, and the Senate unveils its
version of the State budget.

For the legislative week of
May 8-12, 2023, the House
held no committee meetings or
voting sessions.

For the week of May 15-19,
2023, the Senate started the
week off by introducing their version of the State budget.
That bill can be reviewed on the ncleg.gov website. 

The House will likely vote to not concur on the Senate
budget. Once this happens, a conference committee of
various House and Senate members will be appointed to
reach a compromise solution on the State budget.

Several House committees met on Tuesday, including
House Local Government, House Health, and House
Election Law and Campaign Finance Reform. The Sen-
ate convened and successfully overrode the Governor's
veto of SB20, Care for Women, Children, and Families
Act.

Late Tuesday afternoon I met with my colleagues for
a caucus prior to the start of session. That evening, the
House convened for a voting session, where, by the req-
uisite three-fifths votes, we successfully overrode the
Governor's veto of SB20. In addition to this vote, we con-
sidered the following legislation:

– HB267, Town of Holly Springs Deannexation, would
remove a tract of land from the corporate limits of the
Town of Holly Springs. The bill passed with unanimous
consent.

– HB462, City of Washington/Deannexation of Air-
port, would remove a parcel of land from the corporate
limits of the City of Washington. This parcel is part of
the Washington-Warren Airport. I voted in favor and the
bill passed, 73-40.

Wednesday morning, I visited the College of Veteri-
nary Medicine at NC State University with many of my
colleagues on the Agriculture Committee. This is one of
the top veterinarian colleges and hospitals in the United
States and it was great to see firsthand the amazing work
these folks are doing.

At 1 p.m., House session convened and we considered
various bills, including:

– HB436, Permanent Plates for Water and Sewer Au-
thority, would make vehicles owned by water and sewer
authorities eligible for permanent registration plates.

Letters to the Editor
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Supreme Court credibility severely eroded
The numerous instances of unethical conduct by

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas are appalling.
A brief recounting of Thomas’s improprieties is in order.

Thomas and his wife have been the beneficiaries of Harlan
Crow’s largess over many years, to wit: 

1 - Luxury trips on Crow’s yacht; 
2 - Vacations at Crow’s private resort in the Adiron-

dacks; 
3 - Crow’s payment of tuition for Thomas’s grand

nephew, a boarding school student; 
4 - Crow’s purchase of the Georgia real estate in which

Thomas’s mother lives; 
5 - Extensive renovations to the aforesaid Georgia prop-

erty; 
6 - Thomas’s mother lives rent free on the Georgia prop-

erty.
From several media reports, none of the above gifts has

been reported on required disclosure statements, with the
possible exception of the tuition payments.

Thomas has said that he “received reporting guidance
from colleagues.”

With the credibility of the U.S. Supreme Court severely
eroded, two issues regarding Thomas should be pursued:

1 - Who were the colleagues from whom Thomas re-
ceived reporting guidance? and,

2 - Impeachment of Thomas.
The second issue arises because there is no evidence of

contrition on Thomas’s part nor any expectation that
Thomas will offer his resignation from the U.S. Supreme
Court.  

Milo R. Beran – Franklin, N.C.

Why ignore a part of the Second Amendment?
Is it possible to keep assault weapons away from would-be

killers? Is it possible to keep would-be killers away from as-
sault weapons? Why have assault weapons been made retail
items anyway? Why does the National Rifle Association re-
fuse/fail to print the entire Second Amendment in its litera-
ture. The Amendment reads: “A well regulated Militia, being
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear Arms shall not be infringed.” Why
would someone who wants to ban/control assault weapons
vote for a candidate who says he/she supports gun rights?
Why are we not asking candidates if they support a well reg-
ulated Militia? Why ignore that part of the amendment?

Please give all victims of violence by assault weapons your
considered answer. Imagine yourself in their place today.

The Eagles sang, “Things in this life change very slowly if
they ever change at all.”

Unbelievably, these needless deaths are the rapid changes
we see. Victims are gone in the blink of an eye. Yet, some
retain their “right to keep and bear Arms.” Surely this is not
what the constitutional framers had in mind. 

Have you considered voting for candidates who will vote
to ban/control assault weapons?  

Dave Waldrop – Webster, N.C.

Karl Gillespie

SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY

PER 
YEAR
Includes Tax

$29.00
(828)369-6767

26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

maconcountynews@gmail.com

https://themaconcountynews.com/
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GILLESPIE Continued from
page 10

issued by the Division of Motor Vehicles. I voted in
favor and the bill passed, 111-1.

– HB823, Choose your School, Choose Your Future,
would make all NC K-12 students eligible for opportu-
nity scholarships, with grant amounts based on house-
hold income, beginning in 2024-2025. I voted in favor
and the bill passed, 65-45.

Following the adjournment of Wednesday's session,
The House concluded its legislative business for the
week.

Did You Know?

NC visitor spending soared 15% in 2022
The North Carolina tourism economy reached its

highest level ever with travelers spending more than
$33.3 billion on trips to and within the state. 

The previous record of $29.22 billion was set in pre-
pandemic 2019. 

North Carolina has invested hundreds of millions of
dollars from the American Rescue Plan into helping the
tourism industry to recover and thrive following the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The state’s tourism-supported workforce increased 9.8
percent to 216,900 jobs in 2022. Tourism payroll in-
creased 13.5 percent to $8.7 billion. Also, as a result of
visitor spending, state and local governments saw re-
bounds in tax revenues to nearly $2.5 billion.

Let us know what you think
Concerned about a particular issue? Contact us and

we will assist you in any way we can. E-mail: An-
drew.Bailey@ncleg.gov or telephone: 919-733-5859. 

CareNet �ri� Store 
45 Macon Center Dr. 

828-349-9064 
Tuesday-Friday 10am till 4pm 

Accepting Donations. 
Everything sold goes to provide  
food for our neighbors in need.

2299tthh Anniversary!!

78 Siler Rd. 441 South, Franklin, NC 28734  
Open 7 Days a Week! • (828) 524-9061

✭✭Memorial Day Weekend

Storewide Sale!!

✭ ✭
✭ ✭ ✭

✭ ✭ ✭
✭ ✭ ✭ ✭

✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭

✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭

Thursday 5/25 - Monday 5/29 
Our Biggest Sale of the Year!!

All Sp�tswe� 
20% OFF! 

All Sunglasses 
ON SALE! 

Hiking & Trail 
Shoes 

20% OFF! 

Ge� & Trail 
Access�ies 

ON SALE! 

KAVU Bags 
20% OFF! 

Selected F�twe� 
Sp�tswe� & Tees 
50% OFF! 

✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭ ✭

https://www.facebook.com/threeeaglesoutfitters/
https://maconcarenet.org/
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American Legion Macon Post 108  

invites the public to a 

Memorial Day 
Ceremony 

 

Honoring the men and women who died
  while serving our country in the U.S. military 

Monday, May 30th, 2023 at 11:00 

Veterans Memorial 
1288 Georgia Road, beside  

Macon County Recreation Park 

 

Please join us in honoring those  

who gave all to our country 

Lunch to follow at American Legion Post 108 
614 West Main St. Franklin, NC

TROUT FISHING 
NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT

828-349-9034 

4175 Tellico Rd  
Franklin, NC

A Stocked Catch Out Pond with 
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and even Golden Trout . 

•KID FRIENDLY! •WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BAIT 

We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a 
Golden 
Trout 
it’s FREE

OPEN 
Wed-Sun 10am-6pm

The Summer ‘Cozy’ 
Lake Front Rentals

by DIVA’S ON MAIN

Lakefront – 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath
2 Units, Fully Furnished

Short term or summer rental.
Adult community, no pets, easy access, 

8 minutes from downtown Franklin.

Sarah  (770)757-7500

Kayakers row section of Bartram Trail down the Little Tennessee River 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
One hundred and ten miles exist as part of 

the Blue Ridge section of the Bartram Trail, 
extending from Russell Bridge near the Geor-
gia/South Carolina line to Cheoah Bald, past 
Lake Nantahala. Naturalist and explorer 
William Bartram hiked already established 
Cherokee paths in the 1700s to document the 
native flora, fauna and wildlife – as well as a 
way of life and culture he expected would be 
lost to future development. 

Bartram was correct, and he was able to 
preserve the area in his world-famous book, 
“Bartram’s Travels.” Thousands of people 
have read the book and walked the trail that 
bears his name, but one Blue Ridge section is 
not walkable due to the modern invention of 
the highway. However, it can be kayaked. 
Earlier this month, a group of 14 paddlers, led 
by Blue Ridge Bartram Trail Conservancy’s 
(BRBTC) director, Brent Martin, slid kayaks 
into the Little Tennessee River, just beyond 
where it is met by Tessentee Creek.  

The environment and scenery enabled par-

ticipants to imagine what it might have been like 
for Bartram to travel by Cherokee hand-carved 
canoe along parts of the Macon County water-
way. Firepink flowers, Eastern towhees, Cana-
dian geese, fragrant black locust tree blooms, 
and animal tracks along banks were some of the 
sensory experiences for kayakers. Farmland ex-
tended on either side of the Little Tennessee – 
with cows staying cool along the banks. The trip 
was both serene and adventurous for paddlers.  

Blow downs – trees uprooted or broken along 
riverbanks – were cleared by Martin and a few 
Conservancy volunteers weeks before the May 
5 kayaking trip, but subsequent high winds and 
hard rains resulted in more trees and debris that 

kayakers had to maneuver around and under. 
One spot was particularly uncertain and required 
Martin to use a chainsaw to cut branches for 
clearing a wider path in the river. 

Although all the kayakers managed to navi-
gate the tight spot, Chris Tranchina, an area pho-
tographer and videographer who is on the board 
of the Consdrvancy, quipped, “The only differ-
ence between an adventure and an ordeal is per-
spective.” 

The kayakers started their journey at the Hick-
ory Knoll Road trailhead of the Bartram Trail 
and ended at the Tassee Shelter area on the Lit-
tle Tennessee River Greenway in Franklin – 
about 10 miles total, when paddled.

Before a group of kayakers took to the Little Tennessee River for a 10-mile paddling trip, Blue Ridge 
Bartram Trail Conservancy Director Brent Martin read from Bartram's Travels, the book that explorer 
William Bartram wrote in the 1700s after hiking and paddling through Macon County.  
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71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

CARS

SUVS
MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 VW Taos AWD 29,618 
2021 Cadillac XT6 AWD 18,875 
2021 Chevrolet Corvette 5,792 
2020 Chevrolet Bolt 17,845 
2020 Chevrolet Equinox AWD 47,233 
2019 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD 64,233  
2019 GMC Acadia 17,045 
2019 Dodge Journey 80,887 
2018 Hyundia Elantra 51,067 
2018 Toyota Camry XSE 71,178 
2017 GMC Acadia 80,692 
2016 Mini Cooper 57,659 

2023 Chevrolet Tahoe 257 
2023 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,662 
2023 Honda CRV AWD 8,584 
2023 Hyundia Sante Fe 14,470 
2022 Chevrolet Tahoe 4x4 16,410 
2022 Ford Bronco 1,315 
2022 Ford Explorer XLT 26,999 
2022 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited 10,539 

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

TRUCKS

2022 Kia EV6 GT 3,251 
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 
2021 Cadillac XT6 AWD 23,121 
2021 GMC Yukon XL 53,356 
2021 Hyudia Palisade AWD 64,073 
2021 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk 29,056 
2021 Jeep Wrangler Sport 8,094 
2021 Subaru Ascent AWD 28,045 
2020 Acura MDX AWD 46,606 
2020 Ford Explorer 31,399 
2020 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon Unlimited 24,249 
2020 Kia Telluride 19,480 
2019 Chevrolet Trax LT AWD 18,211 
2019 Chrysler Pacifica Touring L 91,992 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 
2018 Jeep Compass 4x4 61,613 
2017 Jeep Cherokee 61,870 
2017 Subaru Crosstek 99,022 
2016 Jeep Renegade 4x4 98,259 
2014 Kia Sorento SX-L 93,532

2022 GMC Sierra 11,577 
2022 Hyundia Sante Cruz Ltd 2,682 
2022 Nissan Frontier Pro 4x 7,859 
2022 Nissan Titan Pro 4x 1,729 
2022 Toyota Tacoma TRD 12,056 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 RST 34,026 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 
2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 
2021 Chevrolet Trailboss Crew 22,256 
2021 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251 
2020 Chevrolet 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 GMC Sierra SLT 21,064 
2020 Toyota Tacoma Predator 42,773 
2020 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448 
2019 Chevrolet Trailboss LT 44,594 
2018 GMC Sierra Reg Cab 94,092 
2017 Ram 1500 Laramie 49,614 
2017 Ram 2500 Reg Cab 47,650 
2014 Ford F-150 XLT 130,742

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

$349 PER MOS. 
$10,000 DOWN SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

2022 Chevrolet 1500 Custom 4x4 289 
2022 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ 4,635 
2022 Chevrolet 2500 HD 5,114 

https://www.countrysidechevy.com/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
May 15 - 21. All suspects are
innocent until proven guilty in
a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

May 15
Robert Newman Baty II, was charged with flee/elude ar-

rest, Kidnapping and assault with a deadly weapon. Tristan
Howard made the arrest. 

Henry Stacey Phillips, 52, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Captain Tim Holland made the arrest. 

Krystin Lynn Zinkand, 30, was charged with failure to ap-
pear and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. Ser-
geant Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 

Ronaldo Uriel Grarcia-Diaz, 23, was charged with
flee/elude arrest/misdemeanor child abuse. David Blanton
made the arrest. 

Matthew Tyler Cartwright, 30, was charged with domestic
physical. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest. 

May 16
Travis James Gregg, 46, was charged with possession of

fentanyl, possession of drug paraphernalia and fugitive from
out of state. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 

Teresa Gaye Ledford, 59, was charged with fugitive from
out of state felony. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 

Keith Andrew Basty, 34, was charged with failure to ap-
pear for resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. Sher-
iff Brent Holbrooks made the arrest. 

David Wright Sarvis, 55, was charged with failure to ap-
pear. Deputy Jacob P.  Ledford made the arrest. 

Robert Newman Baty II, 35, was charged with larceny,
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle and child support en-
forcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 

Cody Lynn Lindberg, 37, was charged with assault on a fe-

male and possession of drug paraphernalia. Jay Wright made
the arrest. 

May 17
Jerimy A. Thibideau, 44, was charged with second degree

burglary. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest. 
Jessica Chantel Harrison, 45, was charged with second de-

gree burglary. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest. 

May 18
Heriberto Garita, 43, was charged with violate domestic vi-

olence protective order. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Rebecca Susan Harper, 44, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 

May 19
Heather Nichole Wren, 34, was charged with driving while

impaired. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 

May 20
Juanita Marie Cleveland, 47, was charged with failure to

appear. Sergeant Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 
Wilburn Wesley Holt, 63, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Deputy Jacob P. Ledford made the arrest. 
Kenneth Edward Franks, 55, was charged with possession

of a firearm by a felon and driving under the influence. David
Blanton made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

May 18
Jason Christian Watson, 44, was charged with first degree

trespass. Jonathan M. Lauffer made the arrest. 

May 19
Rita Taylor Likah, 64, was charged with driving while im-

paired. Jonathan M. Lauffer made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

May 12
Martin Gary Noone, 60, of Whittier, was charged with fail-

ure to appear, drive a motor vehicle with no registration and
driving while license revoked no impaired revocation.  A se-
cured bond of $500 was set. 

Dion Rodriquez Munerlyn, 49, of Lithonia, Ga., was
charged with extradition/fugitive for other state. A secured
bond of $25,000 was set. 

May 13
Robert Gene Cole, 52, of Sylva, was charged with assault

on a female. No bond was set. 
Jessica Aubrey Johnson, 24, of Franklin, was charged with

possession of marijuana paraphernalia and possession of mar-
ijuana up to 1/2 oz. A secured bond of $500 was set. 

Catlin Nathaniel Davis, 35, of Franklin, was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. No bond was set.

Jeremy James Morgan, 41, of Cullowhee, was charged with
obtaining property by false pretense. No bond was set. 

May 14
Randall Eugene Fowler, 57, of Glenville, was charged with

damage to property and breaking and entering. No bond was
set. 

Dennis James Cope, 52, of Sylva, was charged with expired
no inspection and driving while license revoked. A secured
bond of $1,000 was set. 

May 16
Casey Leanna Mark, 36, of Sylva, was charged with injury

to personal property, possession of drug paraphernalia, first
degree trespassing/squatting, breaking and entering forcible
and violation of court order. A secured bond of $10,000 was

set. 
Cora Rose Willis, 21, of Sylva, was charged with resisting

a public officer and assault on a government official/em-
ployee. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. 

Erin miranda White, 40, of Sylva, was charged with resist-
ing a public officer and assault on a government official/em-
ployee. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. 

Justin Johnson Stanfield, 29, of Franklin, was charged with
failure to appear for possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of marijuana up to 1/2 oz, possession with intent to
sell/deliver a counterfeit controlled substance and probation
violation. A secured bond of $55,000 was set. 

May 17
Brett Edward Jarrell, 34, of Whittier, was charged with fail-

ure to appear for exceeding the posted speed, failure to main-
tain lane and driving while license revoked. A secured bond
of $1,000 was set.

Erin Miranda White, 40, of Sylva, was charged with do-
mestic violence protective order violation. No bond was set.

William Bryan Maney,  33, of Sylva, was charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, possession of methampheta-
mine, possession of a schedule III controlled substance and
possession of a schedule II controlled substance. A secured
bond of $30,000 was set. 

Michele Nicole Bird, 28, of Cherokee, was charged with
failure to appear for larceny. A secured bond of $1,000 was
set. 

May 18 
Julia Nicole Schmalz, 39, of Franklin, was charged with

flee/elude arrest with a motor vehicle, resist a public officer,
trespass, reckless driving with wanton disregard and speed-
ing. A secured bond of $20,000 was set.

Daniel Edward Nashua, 51, of Whittier, was charged with
communicating threats and simple assault. No bond was set. 

Marcus Thad Deville, 28, of Sylva, was charged with re-
sisting a public officer. Aa secured bond of $2,000 was set.

Stephanie Renee Watson,  44, of Sylva, was charged with
resist/obstruct/delay. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. 

May 19
James Alan Buchanan, 43, of Cullowhee, was charged with

domestic violence protective order violation. No bond was
set. 

Chelsea Rae Vaughn, 26, of Whittier, was charged with
simple assault. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

James Algar Dean Taylor, 33, of Cherokee, was charged
with drug/narcotic violations. No bond was set. 

Thomas Paul Trantham, 28, of Sylva, was charged with
driving while license revoked not impaired revocation, pos-
session of methamphetamine, second degree burglary and
breaking and/or entering. A secured bond of $60,000 was set.

Michael Jerome Drakeford, 41, of Whitter, was charged
with child support purge. A $515.38 bond was set.

May 20
Bryan Dean Hartline, 43, of Sylva, was charged with child

support purge, possession of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $2,740 was set. 

Brittany Jade Moose, 35, of Sylva, was charged with child
support purge. A bond of $1,186 was set. 

May 21
Brian Lee Carr, 51, of Clyde, was charged with driving

while impaired. No bond was set. 
Dennis James Cope, 52, of Sylva, was charged with driv-

ing while license revoked, possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of methamphetamine. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set. 

Ashley Ann Hernandez, 41, of Cullowhee, was charged
with failure to appear for traffic citations. A secured bond of
$500 was set. 

5.45%*

FOR FIVE YEARS

FRUSTRATED WITH LOW INTEREST RATES
AND STOCK MARKET VOLATILITY?

•Tax deferred interest! • 100% of your deposits earn interest!

*Rate shown applies to five year multi-year guar-
antee fixed annuity. Rate is effective 3/7/2023 and
is subject to change without notice. Other terms
and rates available. Not FDIC insured.

https://wayah.com/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the fol-
lowing information: your first name and last initial; phone number to con-
firm pick-up time; number of people in your family; allergies in the family;
and any specialty items needed, like diapers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel
UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road.

Start Your Recovery.org is a groundbreaking website developed by
bringing together experts in substance misuse treatment from leading
nonprofit, academic, and government institutions. Through this resource,
the community can find local support and treatment options; hear
stories from individuals with similar life experiences; and learn about rec-
ognizing and dealing with substance misuse.

Thursday Painters meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main in Franklin. All skill levels are
welcome. Free to the public. Bring your project, supplies and a bag
lunch. For more information call  (828)349-4607 or
28734pm@gmail.com

Historic Rickman Store is open Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 259
Cowee  Creek Rd. Built in 1895 the store is full of historical information,
displays. Music jams begin at noon. Limited parking with additional park-
ing available at Cowee School Arts and Heritage Center a short walking
distance.

An American Red Cross Blood Drive on May 25, 10 am. to 3 pm.  at
Southwestern Community College, Burrell Building. To make an ap-
pointment or to learn more, download the American Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, call (800)733-2767 or enable the
Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. 

Visually Impaired Support Group will not meet on Thursday, May 25,
because they will be on a field trip to Asheville to visit a company that
produces items for the visually impaired and blind. Meetings will resume
in June. 

Upcoming American Red Cross Blood Drives in Franklin will be held
on Tuesday,  May 30, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Lowe's 0717, 161 Franklin
Plaza, Georgia Highway; and Thursday, June 15, 12:30 to 5 p.m., First
Baptist Church, 69 Iotla Street. Type O blood donors are especially
needed. All who come to give through May 31 will receive a Red Cross
beach towel, while supplies last. Download the Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call (800)733-2767 to schedule a time
to give.

Styrofoam Recycling Event will be held on Sunday, June 25, 1 p.m. to
5 p.m., at Mark Watson Park, 86 Mark Watson Park. Save and bring all
of your clean styrofoam to be condensed. Styrofoam is a type of plastic
that cannot be broken down. When taken to a landfill it can remain there
for 500 years or more. For more information or interested in participat-
ing, call (828)476-0334.

Murphy Art Center Acrylic Floral Painting - April showers bring May
flowers will be held on Wednesday, May 31,1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Learn a va-
riety of applications with acrylic paints; thin like watercolor, thick and
opaque, application with brush vs. palette knife. This class teaches com-
position, design, color theory, technique and application. All levels are
welcome to attend.  Call The MAC for more information. Register at The
MAC by stopping by or calling us at (828)360-3038. 

Heartland Band Old Time Gospel Singing will be held on Friday, June
2 and 16, 6 to 8 p.m., at West Franklin Church, located on Sloan Rd.,
next to the Forest Service Office. All are welcome. 

Memorial United Methodist Church Drive thru Dinner, will be held
on Saturday, June 3, 5 to 6:30 p.m. The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. 

Nantahala Hiking Club Meeting will be held on June 8, 6 p.m., Macon
County Library. Jen Seymour is an avid international hiker and will share
one of her eight children's publications guaranteed to inspire and excite.
She's a gear expert, blogger and nutrition advocate. Take a review of
their information online. For more information https://chicaandsun-
sets.com/about/

‘Growing Dahlias’ presentation by Allen Haas will be held on Fri-
day, June 9, 11 a.m., at the Environmental Resource Center, 1624
Lakeside Drive (next to the Landfill) in Franklin. Presented by the
Macon County Master Gardeners Association. Public is welcome.

Death Cafe Sunday,  June 11, 2 to 4 p.m., at Wayfarers Chapel, 182
Wayfarer Lane, Dillard, Ga. Death Cafe is a group directed discus-
sion facilitated by Jan Brewer, M.A., CMT, with no agenda, objective
or themes, and no intent to lead participants to any conclusion, prod-
uct or course of action. The public is invited to tea and cake  and talk
openly and confidentially about all things death related. For more in-
formation, call Jan at (510)684-5555 or www.deathcafe.com.

International Cultural Exchange Services (ICES) seeks host fami-
lies for the 2023/24 School Year. Students are 15-18 years old and
from Europe, Asia and South America. Students have their own health
insurance and money to pay for their expenses. Family application
process includes completing online application, reference checks,
background checks and a home visit interview. Families can host for
a full school year or  semester program and do not need to have chil-
dren or teens in their homes. Ongoing Support is provided to the fam-
ily and student throughout the student’s stay. For more information,
call Donna Bell (828)421-8843; or email dbell@icesusa.org; or
www.icesusa.org.

Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteers needed for Troop 2996 in
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or email
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is  open Friday and Saturday from 12 to 4 p.m.,
featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina and all over the
world.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off
McCollum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Anyone
under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For more in-
formation, call (828)342-8126.

Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes and Workshops
in acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious metal
clay and glass fusing. Free painting in the classroom Thursdays, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.  All skill levels and mediums are welcome. Participants
are responsible for their own project and a bag lunch. Membership
meeting second Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. The gallery is located
at 30 E. Main St. in Franklin. For more information, call (828)349-4607.

Crawford Senior Center officers a variety of classes to older adults
in Macon County. Classes include arts, crafts, exercise, and more.
They also offer a variety of support groups: dementia caregivers, vi-
sually impaired persons, grief support  and multiple sclerosis support
group. For more information, call (828)349-2058 ext. 0. 

Prentiss Church Zoomerang Vacation Bible School for kids of
all ages Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, June 7-9, 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. nightly. The church is located at 59 Church Hill off Addington
Bridge. For registration information, call (828)369-3885.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday,  May 28,  at 11 a.m.,  Ashley
Peterson will speak about chanting as meditation and as a way to
connect to Source. Yoga with Ashley Mondays at 6 p.m., free and
open to all. On Thursdays a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then op-
tional out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Heritage
Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information
or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

Calvary Baptist Church holds services as follows, Sunday School
10 a.m., morning worship Service 11 a.m., Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Resurrection Lutheran Church (LCMS) invites you to worship
with them in the Sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m., followed by
fellowship with light refreshments in the fellowship hall. Adult Bible
class begins at 9:15 a.m. The church is  located at 38 Wayah
Street, Franklin.

East Franklin Baptist Church holds Sunday School at 10 a.m.,
Worship service 11 a.m. Prayer meeting is Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. Everyone is invited. 

Son Rise International Ministries Christian Fellowship Serv-
ices are held on Friday evenings at 7 p.m.; Wednesday ladies
prayer and Bible Study from 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St. For more in-
formation, call (828)369-2465.

First Pentecost Church Sunday Services are Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.,  Bible study Thursday, 7 p.m., 164
Iotla Church Rd., Pastor Luke Bateman. 

Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Fri-
day and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the
website at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at mountainsy-
nagogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday. They have communion
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W.
Hill.  For more information,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 10 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin;
senior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call
(828)524-3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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Hickory Knoll Methodist Church invites you on a great trip! 
You do not have to be a chuch member, all are welcome.

• Motorcoach transportation • 4 nights lodging in the Cincinnati area
• 8 meals: 4 breakfasts & 4 dinners 

• Admission to the stunning Ark Encounter
• Admission to the famous Creation Museum

• Admission to the Cincinnati Museum Center, including an Omnimax Show
• BB Riverboats sightseeing cruise along the Ohio River

and much more!

OCTOBER 16-20, 2023

$699*
5 Days,5 Days, 4 Nights 4 Nights

*P*Perer PePersonon, D, Doubleouble OcOccupcupancncy
Depoeposit sit ofof $75,5, D Dueue 6/10/236/10/23

FullFull payaymenment t duedue by y 8/16/238/16/23

For more information & reservations, contact Sandy Green 1-404-754-7361

The ArkArk EncEncounounterer & 
CrCreatiationon MuMuseumeum TrTrip

Saturday May 27th 
11:00am - 2pm

Hosted by American Legion Auxiliary Unit 108

Books 
Story Time 

Exhibits 
& More

Refreshments 
Milkshakes 
Hot Dogs 
Mac-n-Cheese

American Legion Bldg 614 West Main St.

Read 2 Me 
Program

Concerts on the Creek begins May 26 in Sylva
The 14th annual season of Concerts on the Creek 

kicks off Friday, May 26, with The Foreign Landers. 
These concerts are from 7-9 p.m. at the Bridge Park in 
Sylva. 

The Foreign Landers are a Transatlantic folk duo. 
Mandolinist David Benedict grew up in South Carolina 
while Tabitha Agnew Benedict started playing five-
string banjo at a young age in her homeland of North-
ern Ireland. Tabitha and David are carving their own 
path in the acoustic music world together, drawing on 
their unique international heritage to create something 
new. With the 2022 release of their album "Travelers 
Rest," they share their own story in a way that is beau-
tifully honest and moving. 

Individually these two are no foreigners to music. 
Before forming their duo, Tabitha performed with BBC 
Radio 2 Young Folk Award finalists Cup O’Joe from 
Northern Ireland, and Island Records signed British 
bluegrass band Midnight Skyracer. While in Nashville, 
David toured with Grammy-nominated, 10-time Inter-
national Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) Bass 
Player of the Year Award recipient Missy Raines, and 
later, in Boston, with 2020 IBMA New Artist of the Year 
Award recipient Mile Twelve. These opportunities led to 
both Tabitha and David receiving Instrumentalists of Year 
Momentum Awards from the IBMA as well. 

Concerts on the Creek are free with donations encour-
aged. Bring a chair or blanket. There will usually be food 
trucks on site. No smoking, vaping, coolers or tents allowed. 
All dogs must be on a leash and be well-behaved. 

This music series features 15 events on Fridays from Me-
morial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. These 
events are organized and funded by the Jackson County 
Chamber of Commerce, The Town of Sylva and the Jackson 
County Parks and Recreation Department. 

For more information, visit our website 
at  https://www.mountainlovers.com/concerts-on-the-
creek/ or call us at 828-586-2155 or visit our Facebook page. 

The Foreign Landers

Lloyd performs Sunday concert 
The Arts Council of Macon County sponsored a concert on Sun-
day with musician David Lloyd. Lloyd performed a front-porch 
style program of original songs laced with lively converation in 
the chapel of Franklin’s First Presbyterian Church to an appre-
ciative crowd. For more information on Arts Council events, 
phone (828-5240ARTS or email arts4all@dnet.net.  

     Photo by Betsey Gooder
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828-524-8911 • maconrentalco.com
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Beat The Rush!

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM   Sat 8AM-12PM

Gear Up Now For Spring!

Only A Few Remaining!

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC 

(828)524-2419 or 
(828)524-3395

11 HHoouurr HHyyddrroommaassssaaggee
VViissiitt && FFaacciiaall

$99.95

55 and over Active Adult Community
Platted Subdivision off Prentiss Bridge Road

with Internet, City Water and Sewer

NOW AVAILABLE –
2 BR/2 BA homes starting at $175,500
3 BR/2 BA homes starting at $180,000
MANUFACTURED HOMES + LAND

CALL 828 200 4168
GemstoneVillageNC.com

Email: sales@gemstonevillagenc.com
Manufactured Home Dealer License No. 47699

Gemstone VillageNC.com

MANUFACTURED HOMES + LAND

Email: sales@gemstonevillagenc.com

YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING

EATING
OUT

46 EAST MAIN STREET 
FRANKLIN, NC

graciousplatesonmain.com

HOURS
Mon.-Fri.

11am-9pm
Sat. 8am-9pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Remember & Honor

FOOD & FRIENDSHIP

Call for Reservations 828.369.2690

HHaappppyy 
MMeemmoorriiaall DDaayy

WWeeeekkeenndd

882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

Brasstown Ringers spring concert season
kicked off on April 29 in Clayton, Ga., and
April 30 in Franklin.  This year, the ringers
wanted to show appreciation for support
throughout the years, so instead of their tradi-
tional bell concerts, they teamed up with
Mountain Voices Chorus and Pinnacle Brass
to perform benefit concerts and give back to
the community to help provide relief to those
in crisis.  All three groups (which involved
around 70 volunteers contributing countless
hours to prepare for the Concerts of Caring)
were committed to help raise funds and aware-
ness for these two nonprofit organizations:

FAITH (Fight Abuse in the Home) in Clayton and
CareNet in Franklin.  Generous support from con-
cert attendees and donors made these first two
Concerts of Caring successful events.  

Brasstown Ringers continued their spring
schedule with two more concerts collaborating-
with Epworth Brass Ensemble on May 6, at
Robert Foster Auditorium in Epworth, Ga., to ben-
efit Appalachian Mountain Regional Campus and
their final concert was held on May 7 at First
UMC of Union County in Blairsville, Ga., to ben-
efit Healing Hands Community Clinic.

Concerts of Caring benefit local nonprofits 

Linda Sterrett presents a check to CareNet for $2,221 from donations at the
concert on April 30, 2023, at First United Methodist Church, Franklin. Pic-
ture are Sterrett, Brasstown Ringers director; Tim Hogsed, CareNet direc-
tor; Beverly Barnett, Mountain Voices director; and Vic Greene, CareNet
board member and First UMC Franklin Pastoral Care.  

Linda Sterrett presents a check for $1,200 raised for
F.A.I.T.H. (Fight Abuse in the Homre) at the concert
in Clayton on April 29. Pictured are George James,
Clayton First United Methodist Church; Sterrett,
Brasstown Ringers director; Sarah Charity, F.A.I.T.H.
Director; Beverly Barnett, Mountain Voices director;
and Graham Bethel, Pinnacle Brass director.  

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://maconrentalco.com/
https://gemstonevillagenc.com/
https://graciousplatesonmain.com/
https://papaspizzatogo.com/
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RUMMAGE
SALE

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church
86 E. Hickory Knoll Rd.  •  Franklin, NC

RRUUMMMMAAGGEE
SSAALLEE

We are packed with goodies from soup to nuts. 
Come bring a friend and check us out!

Saturday,
June 3

9AM -  2PM

Friday,
June 2 

9AM -  3PM

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd. 
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC •  (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

Girl Scouts make cards  
for ‘birthday bags’ 

Memorial United Methodist Church Women’s Fellowship and 
sewing group, created 14 “Birthday in a Bag” bags for CareNet, 
to give out to parents that have a child having a birthday.  The 
bags included cake mix, frosting, birthday candles, party plates 
and napkins, party favors and small gift items. Girl Scout Troop 
2996 created birthday cards to put into the bags.  Each girl made 
several cards and decorated them with drawings, stickers and 
cute sayings.  The cards were appropriate for both girls and 
boys who were having a birthday next month.  

https://whistlestopantiquesnc.com/
https://www.nantahalabank.com/
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DMV adds online services, increases 
direct communication with drivers 

In a continuing effort to provide more services online, the
N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles will now allow residents with
a State ID card to renew online and teen drivers with a Level
3 Full Provisional License to upgrade to a regular Class C li-
cense up to one year after expiration.

Previously, once these credentials had expired, these re-
newals and upgrades had to be done in-person at a driver li-
cense office. Regular Class C driver licenses can already be
renewed up to two years after expiration.

“Allowing these services to be completed online should help
shorten lines and wait times at our offices by getting folks that
would previously have to come to the office out of the line al-
together," DMV Commissioner Wayne Goodwin said. “As
long as it has not been expired for more than one year and they
didn’t renew online last time, residents can now skip the trip
to the DMV and order these credentials online.”

DMV rolls out walk-in wait time tool
The N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles has announced a new

technology available on its website to help its customers avoid
a prolonged wait in line.

A new feature is now available on the NCDMV office lo-
cations page to show the public the current average wait time
at its 115 driver license offices across the state. Customers can
now hover over the icon marking each driver license office
and a box will pop up with the current walk-in wait time. 

“I'm very excited about this new tool that will show cus-
tomers the walk-in wait time at driver license offices so they
can make an informed decision on which office to go to, or
whether to try again another day," said Goodwin. “This tool
will be most useful in the afternoon when our 115 driver li-
cense offices are serving walk-ins only.”

As of May 1, driver license offices take walk-in customers
only after noon. Appointments are now only available in the
mornings and can be scheduled up to 90 days in advance
at skiptheline.ncdot.gov.

DMV to begin emailing customers about service changes
NCDMV plans to begin communicating directly with cus-

tomers that have provided their email addresses and checked
a box indicating their interest in receiving updates from DMV
while utilizing an online service.

“We’ve had a lot of changes this year, from changes to our
office schedule to teen driver law changes. Being able to com-
municate directly with our customers will be advantageous for
everyone. And these folks have already signed up to receive
news from us, we just want to let them know we will be email-
ing them, so they know it’s legitimate,” said Goodwin.

The email messages will contain general information about
DMV services including changes to in-person office hours,
new locations opening, new services available online and leg-
islative changes, and are in addition to postcards and other
mailings that are specific to a person’s credential and vehicle
registration notices that customers receive electronically.

For the most up-to-date information, customers are encour-
aged to visit MyNCDMV.gov.

David Lawson Cabe
David Lawson Cabe, 85, of

Otto, N.C., passed away on Satur-
day, May 13, 2023.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Hershel and
Eula G. Burrell Cabe. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded in
death by a daughter, Brenda Cabe;
a son, Michael Perkey; great
grandson, Charlie Perkey; and a
brother, Jim Cabe. 

He was a Navy veteran and was
of the Protestant faith.

He is survived by his wife,
Katie Franks Cabe; children,
Richard Cabe, Susan Cabe, and
Tracy Cabe, all of Washington; Charles Perkey and Donnal Shearl,
both of Anderson, Ind.; and a sister, Myrtis Dillard of Dillard, Ga.;
15 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren with another on the way;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
Memorial donations can be made to the charity of one’s choice.
Online condolences at www.maconfuneral home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

David Lawson Cabe

Tanya Blair Bohlender
Tanya Blair Bohlender, 79, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus on Sunday, May 14,
2023.

Born in Savannah, Ga., she was
the daughter of the late Oris
Sylvester Blair Sr. and Florastine
Hendrix Blair. In addition to her
parents, she was preceded in death
by her husband, Ronald Dean
Bohlender; sister, Dara Fossitt;
and brother, Oris Sylvester Blair
Jr. 

She was a member of Iotla Bap-
tist Church, and the JOY group at
the church. She will be dearly
missed by her precious dog, Samson.

She is survived by two daughters, Dara Perelez (Ernesto) of
Ozark, Ala., and Vanya Parker (Lance) of Franklin; one sister, An-
nette Bergman of Venice, Fla.; nine grandchildren; 14 great grand-
children; and numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

No local services are currently planned.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Iotla Baptist Church

in memory of Tanya Bohlender.
Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Tanya Blair Bohlender

Edna Norton Crisp
Edna Norton Crisp (Sis), 93,

passed away on Sunday, May 21,
2023, at home surrounded by fam-
ily. 

Born to Ray Elias Norton and
Agnes Baty Norton, she was a
Highlands native. Growing up on
a farm with eight brothers and sis-
ters, she learned an appreciation
for time spent with family and the
simple things in life. She enjoyed
nature and the outdoors, with wild
strawberries, hummingbirds, and
creek fishing being a few of her fa-
vorite things. She was an avid
reader and an expert at needle-
work and puzzles. She finished Brevard College with a degree in
economics, and worked for 30-plus years at First Union Bank. 

She was married to Guy Henderson Crisp for 58 years and had
three sons: Jack, Mike and Charles “Chuck.” She was a devoted
mother and cherished her family. Above all, she had a remarkable
love for Jesus. She was a dedicated member of Shortoff Baptist
Church and served her church family and community with un-
matched passion and care. Her life was a paradigm of faith; she
moved through each day with a singular and unwavering focus on
love. She was a testament to the power of example for sowing faith
in others, and she showered grace and joy on everyone she met.
Although her humility would cause her to disagree, those of us
who knew her make no exaggeration in saying that we know our
lives have been touched by a saint.

In addition to her husband, she was predeceased by a son,
Michael Aaron Crisp; siblings, Herman Norton, Marion Higdon,
Leona “Toni” Dupree, Edwin “Bud” Norton, Charlie Ray “Bo”
Norton, Robert “Bob” Norton, and John Evan Norton; and daugh-
ter-in-law, Leesa Scott Crisp.

She is survived by a sister, Nancy McClain; sons, Jack Hender-
son Crisp and Charles Stanley Crisp; daughter-in-law, Judith Eliz-
abeth Crisp; grandchildren, Michele Martin (Josh), Krista
Chapman (Justin), David Crisp and wife Alyson, and Clara Beth
Crisp; great grandchildren, Karson Martin, Emory Martin, Rachel
Chapman, Zachary Chapman; and several nieces and nephews. 

Family will receive friends Saturday, May 27, from 10 to 11
a.m., at Shortoff Baptist Church, with the funeral following. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Shortoff Baptist
Church, PO Box 1417, Highlands, NC 28741; or the Highlands
Historical Society, PO Box 670, Highlands, NC 28741.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Edna Norton Crisp

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Furniture • Housewares

Linens • Pottery • Glassware
and much more at 
awesome prices!

7322 Georgia Road • Franklin, NC

Bu�ercups
KEEPS ME GOING

OOPPEENN TTHHUURR--SSAATT
1100AAMM--44PPMM

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

https://www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com/
https://billsaluminum.com/
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Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773 
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

80o/58o 

35%
79o/52o 

20%
80o/59o 

60%
79o/60o 

60%
79o/56o 

20% (828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service 
  
NORTH WILKESBORO, N.C. – Kyle Larson’s third vic-

tory in the Sunday’s NASCAR All-Star Race was a case of 
absolute dominance. 

It was also a case study in strategy at revitalized North 
Wilkesboro Speedway, with the eventual winning move made 
on Lap 18 of 200. That’s when Larson’s crew chief, Cliff 
Daniels called his driver to the pits under caution for a fresh 
set of tires. Even though Larson incurred a speeding penalty 
exiting pit road and restarted from the rear, he charged through 
the field on new rubber and took the lead from Daniel Suarez 
on Lap 55. From that point on, it was game over. 

Having won previous All-Star Races at Charlotte and Texas, 
Larson is the only driver to win the $1-million top prize at 
three different venues. Larson is tied with Dale Earnhardt and 
Jeff Gordon for second most victories in the exhibition event, 
one behind Jimmie Johnson’s four triumphs. Not only that, 
the win gave Larson a sweep of NASCAR events at the reborn 
.625-mile short track. On Saturday he won the CRAFTSMAN 
Truck Series race in NASCAR’s return to North Wilkesboro 
for the first time since 1996. 

“I can't even tell you what it means,” Larson said. 
“This is my third All-Star win and my third different 
track. In a historical place like that, you guys and the 
crowd made this weekend so awesome.”  

Once Larson grabbed the top spot, he held it the rest 
of the way, except for one lap under the competition 
caution led by Suarez. In a race that saw three lead 
changes among two drivers, Larson led 145 laps to 
Suarez’s 55. 

Comfortably in front after a restart on Lap 111, Lar-
son crossed the finish line 4.537 seconds ahead of run-
ner-up Bubba Wallace, who duplicated Larson’s Lap 18 
pit stop strategy but couldn’t match the speed of the No. 
5 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet. 

“No, just his capability throughout the whole run, he 
could attack hard and then have something there at the 
end,” Wallace said of Larson’s superior performance. 
“If this was any other race, I'd be excited, but for a mil-
lion dollars to come up short and walk home with nothing…  

“Tail tucked between our legs, but all in all, just continuing 
to ride the momentum train… Just have to keep it going. Now 
we show back up to home turf (for next Sunday’s Coca-Cola 
600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway) and really got to keep the 
momentum going there and get ourselves deeper into the 
Playoffs.” 

Tyler Reddick finished third, followed by Chase Briscoe 
and Chase Elliott. Ryan Blaney, Suarez, Erik Jones, Ty Gibbs 
and Joey Logano completed the top 10.  

In an emotionally charged NASCAR All-Star Open, Josh 
Berry and Ty Gibbs transferred into the main event, but in 

Kyle Larson dominates 
in NASCAR All-Star Race  
at North Wilkesboro

Kyle Larson, driver of the #5 HendrickCars.com Chevro-
let, celebrates with the one million dollar check in victory 
lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series All-Star Race at 
North Wilkesboro Speedway on May 21, 2023 in North 
Wilkesboro, N.C.          Photos by Chris Graythen/Getty Images 

the No. 54 Toyota into the inside wall. 
The contact broke Gibbs’ momentum and allowed 

Berry to pass for the lead, which the driver of the No. 48 
Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet held the rest of the way. 

“I kind of understand (McDowell’s) frustration,” 
Gibbs said, “but at Martinsville, we were running 18th, 
and they clobbered us and wrecked us, so I think it’s hon-
estly fair game.” 

McDowell believes Gibbs has some lessons to learn. 
“It’s short-track racing to try to get into the All-Star 

Race, so somebody’s going to leave with hurt feelings—I 
guess it’s me,” McDowell said. “I got a great restart there, 
kind of worked the outside, got a couple of guys and was able 
to get down, and Ty just plowed into me, just knocked me into 
the 31 (Haley) and spun us both out… 

“All that stuff comes around, man. You can get away with 
it a few times, but it comes around. I don’t have the budget for 
the fine. Otherwise, I would not be standing here. I’d be stand-
ing down there (confronting Gibbs on pit road).” 

Unable to get to Gibbs’ bumper in the closing laps, Aric 
Almirola finished third in the Open. Ryan Preece was fourth, 
followed by AJ Allmendinger, J.J. Yeley and Gragson. 

Gibbs’ case, not without bruising Michael McDowell’s feel-
ings. 

Subbing for injured Alex Bowman, Berry beat Gibbs to the 
finish line in the 100-lap event by .571 seconds, as the top two 
drivers advanced (along with Fan Vote winner Noah Grag-
son). But Berry likely would not have held the lead were it 
not for McDowell. 

On Lap 50, contact from Gibbs’ Toyota turned McDowell’s 
Ford into the Chevrolet of Justin Haley after McDowell had 
gained positions on the restart following a competition cau-
tion. On Lap 78 McDowell got even. As Gibbs attempted to 
lap the Front Row Motorsports driver, McDowell squeezed 

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://highlandernc.com/
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Super sub Kyle Larson nails Truck race at North Wilkesboro
NORTH WILKESBORO, N.C. – Kyle Larson proved

an admirable substitute on Saturday at North Wilkesboro
Speedway.

Subbing for injured Alex Bowman, who had been
scheduled to race the No. 7 Spire Motorsports Chevrolet,
Larson led 138 of 252 laps in winning the Tyson 250 in
overtime.

Larson is the first driver to win a NASCAR-sanctioned
race at revitalized North Wilkesboro in 27 years. As of
Saturday, the victory was Larson’s third in 15 NASCAR
CRAFTSMAN Truck Series starts.

At the end of the two-lap overtime, Larson beat Thor-
Sport Racing’s Ty Majeski to the finish line by .974 sec-
onds. Matt DiBenedetto ran third, followed by Carson
Hocevar, Bubba Wallace and pole winner Corey Heim.

“It was a really fun track there, especially in the truck
where you can use the apron and such at both ends,” said
Larson, who was making his first Truck Series start of the
season. “I had a good time. That was a lot of fun on the
long runs.

“I wasn’t supposed to run.
Unfortunately, Alex got hurt
(in a sprint car accident),
and I got the opportunity to
run this.”

Larson made the most of
his opportunity, dominating
the action and charging
from sixth after a Lap 228
restart on which the first
three cars in the running
order stayed on the track
during the 11th caution, and
fourth place Majeski gained
track position with a two-
tire pit stop.

On Lap 238, Larson
passed Wallace for the lead
and held it through one
more caution and the over-
time. 

Thanks to the pit strategy,
Majeski salvaged the run-
ner-up finish.

“Yeah, we just missed it
today,” Majeski said.

“Sometimes when you’re in the back with nothing to lose,
you make gutsy calls, jumping on two tires there, and we
were just able to hold off guys who put four tires on. So, a
subpar day for us turned into a good finish.”

The race was the first in the series at North Wilkesboro
since 1996, when the CRAFTSMAN Trucks ran at the
.625-mile short track for the second time. Saturday’s re-
newal produced a record 12 cautions for 81 laps.

The severest of the on-track incidents came on Lap 201,
when the truck of Tyler Ankrum was forced into the out-
side backstretch wall. As Ankrum slowed, the Chevrolet
of Rajah Caruth and the Fords of reigning series champion
Zane Smith and Ben Rhodes suffered a chain-reaction col-
lision that eliminated the three trailing trucks.

Before the wreck, Smith had suffered a pit road speed-
ing penalty that sent him to the back of the field. 

“Just a product of what happens when you get put back
there,” said Smith, who started the race in the rear of the
field because of three failed inspections and had worked
his way into the top five before the speeding penalty.

Kyle Larson, driver of the #7 HendrickCars.com Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning
the NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series Tyson 250 on May 20, 2023, in North Wilkesboro, N.C. 

Photos by Chris Graythen/Getty Image

Kyle Larson, driver of the #7 HendrickCars.com Chevrolet, takes the checkered flag to win the
NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series Tyson 250 at North Wilkesboro Speedway on May 20, 2023 in
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

828.349.3390 
Franklin, NC  

Serving All of  
Western North Carolina

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc. 
6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734 
(828) 349-3390 • NC Contractors # 75898

Paving & Resurfacing • Excavating 
Grading & Road Repair  

Sewer & Water • Retaining Walls  
Equipment Rental • Sealcoating  

Specializing in Seal Coating

Fox Mercantile • Franklin/Nantahala TDC  
Dave Miller Plumbing • Motor Company Grill

Crabtree General Store • Macon County Farm Bureau 
Angel Medical Center • Orkin • Tim’s Hauling and Excavating 

CWF Metal Works • Sweet Magnolia Nutrition 
Parts City • Carolina Mountain Contracting

R & R Mobile Small Engine Repair
Foxfire Heating and Air Conditioning 

TLC Mountain Home Services • David Warman Construction
Cowee Fire & Rescue • Tellico Trout Catch Out Farm

Gooder Graphix • Beale Construction • Sonrise Sanitation
Dowdle Mountain Pit Stop • Macon Rental

Cowee Cowgirl – Large Animal Vet Services by Dr. Jessica Scruggs
Inspire School of Dance • Dennis Holland Well Drilling

Isaac Wallace & Tyler Stoudemire Mowing and Landscaping
NAC Construction • Broken T Farm • No Wrong Door

Express USA Gas & Convenience
West Macon Volunteer Fire Department

Young Contracting Services • DBS Farm • Jonathan Anderson
Corbin and McMahan Heating and Air Condition

Seay’s Farm and Garden • Windmill Farms 
Appalachian Ace Hardware • Bateman’s Produce

Macon Funeral Home • 4L Farm and Market • Walmart
John Branson’s Mobile Detailing • Jason Brown • Jimmy Collier

Harrison’s • Jamie Brooks • Macon County Fair Board
Farmer’s Funnel Cakes • Sweet Caroline Ice Cream

Horse Association BBQ and more
Mary Bennett • Union Academy • Judy’s Snow Cones

Future Business Leaders of America – Michelle Brooks
Bar W Rodeo • Macon County Sheriff’s Dept.

Macon County EMTs • Bob Scott
The Franklin Press • The Southern Scoop

All the students and volunteers

Thank you to the following businesses
for their support of the 5th Annual
Franklin FFA Rodeo & their dedication 
to the future of Agriculture

https://blackbearpavinginc.com/


THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE22   THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2023VOLUME 41    NUMBER 2

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

69. Architectural projection 
70. CrËme de cassis plus 
wine 
71. Un-written exams 
72. ____pool or ____pit 
73. One or some or all 
74. Find new tenant 
 
DOWN 
1. *"____ Breaky Heart" by 
Billy Ray Cyrus 
2. Highlands hillside 
3. Raise the roof 
4. Leopard marks 
5. Bungle (2 words) 
6. Part of a hammer 
7. "____ the land of the 
free..." 
8. Heathrow craft 

STATEPOINT  
CROSSWORD  
THEME: THE 1990s  
ACROSS 
1. Deep cavity 
6. Weasel-related ono-
matopoeia 
9. Supernatural life force 
13. French treat 
14. Snake-like fish 
15. Major Italian city 
16. Ring around the sun, pl. 
17. Pitcher's stat 
18. Donated part 
19. *Russian President 
21. *"Nevermind" band 
23. *"Walkin' on the ____" by 
Smash Mouth 
24. Google search tool 
25. Took the bait 
28. Between larva and adult 
30. Data input device 
35. U in I.C.U. 
37. Dems' opponents 
39. One of Florida Keys 
40. Be furious 
41. *Canada/Mexico/U.S. 
trade agreement acronym 
43. Agitate 
44. Between free and freest 
46. Molokai party 
47. *Telephone Tammy or Sky 
Dancer 
48. Unquestioning ones 
50. Greek muse's strings 
52. Slightly insane 
53. Messy substances 
55. Santa ____ winds, CA 
57. *TV show with Central 
Perk 
61. *Popular Disney movie 
with a genie 
65. Caterpillar precursor 
66. Accompanies wisdom? 
68. *Pinky or The Brain 

9. Type of missile, accr. 
10. Aquarium organism 
11. Indian bread 
12. "____ Kerenina" by Tol-
stoy 
15. Breadcrumb, e.g. 
20. Contain the ashes 
22. Pen juice 
24. Amount in one's lap, pl. 
25. *The Vampire Slayer 
26. Accustom 
27. *"A ____ to Kill" and 
"Nick of ____" 
29. Bell sound 
31. Front or back one 
32. Factual evidence 
33. Quick and nimble 
34. *First cloned mammal's 
name 

36. Swarm like bees 
38. Don't go 
42. Pertaining to the ear 
45. Pertaining to reign 
49. Motion of assent 
51. Bewitch 
54. Port city in Japan 
56. *Christian Dior's "J'____" 
57. Mass of particles 
58. Of low density 
59. Pupil controller 
60. December 24 and 31 
61. Bald eagle's nest 
62. Two-fold 
63. Same as island 
64. *TV show "Empty ____" 
67. *"____ and Juice" by 
Snoop Dogg

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Abigail is about a year 
and a half old shepherd 
mix who loves to play 
and would make a 
great hiking partner.

Rosco is about a 3 year 
old neutered male pitbull 
mix. He’s very energetic, 
enjoys the water, and 
loves to play tug of war!

Macon County Animal Services,  
Open M-F by appointment only, call 

(828)349-2106.  
Pictures of Lost and Available Pets,  
www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices

PETS OF THE WEEK

Be sure to come see us this Saturday 
5/27/23 Downtown 9-4 to meet some 

of our great pets!

https://www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices/
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SELL OR
CONSIGN

US YOURS!

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500

In Otto since 1998

Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828) 369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

HEADSTONE CLEANING 
Service. Tending to your loved 
ones’ graves with care and re-
spect. They may be gone, but 
they don’t have to look forgot-
ten. (828)736- 0942. 

ASHE PAINT, STAIN, Pressure 
Washing, Gutter Cleaning, 
Quality Guaranteed, Affordable, 
Dependable Service, Residen-
tial/Commercial, Exterior/Inte-
rior, Log Homes & Decks. 
(828)506-1641. 

TILE MAN Showers, Floors, 
Backsplash. (828)369-2209. 

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT 
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No 
Job Too Small, Free Esti-
mates. Call Rick Hall 
(828)371-3566. 

THE DUCT GUY HVAC Duct-
work & Dry Vent Cleaning. Win-
dow & Pressure Washing. 
FREE Estimates. Insured & Ex-
perienced! Call (828)342- 5540. 

CLEANING PACKING OR-
GANIZING & Other Household 
Services. Great References. 
Mountain Area Property Serv-
ices (828)550- 4585. 

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home 
Repairs, 30 Years Experience, 
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free 
Estimates, Beat Any Price. 
(828)200-7549. 

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing, decks 
and RV’s you name it. I can 
bring my own water and your 
estimate is free! For any ques-
tions call (828)200-5298. We’re 
happy to help! 

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color, 
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating, 
Fertilizing, Hardscapes, 
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds 
Maintenance, Firewood and 
Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates 
(828)524-6959. 

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL 
Pumps, Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your 
Water Needs.(828)369-5176. 

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing, 
Painting, Home Repairs, 28 
Years Experience in WNC. Cell 
(828)371-9754. 

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851. 

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and 
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat. 
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main 
Street, Franklin (828)524-2956. 

FREE ESTIMATES Rain Gutter 
Clean Out. Yard Clean Up & 
Care, Mulch. Pressure Clean-
ing. No Yard Too Large or Too 
Small. Bob (828)342-5273. 

LAWNS MOWED in Macon 
County Area, 27 Years Mowing 
Experience. Starting at $35. Call 
(828)524-0114. 

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional service. Reasonable 
rates. NC Licensed and fully 
insured. 20+ years experi-
ence. (845)807-1326. 

GRADING, FINISH Grading, 
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads, 
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work, 
Boulders, Patio, Perez. 
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793 
Excellent References. 

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO. In-
terior and Exterior Painting, 
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper 
removal, Log Homes, Decks, 
Insured. Free estimates. 
(828)332- 0525, (828)421-8600. 

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 
6” Drilled Wells for Farms 
Homes and Industries, Free 
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle, 
Franklin. (828)524-4976. 

ServicesServices Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers
RUMMAGE SALE Extensive 
Tools, Household, Clothes and 
Lots of Miscellaneous. Good 
Shepherd, 234 Sloan Rd. by 
BP Gas, Saturday, June 3 
8am-3pm, No Early Sales. 

SENIOR GAMES FLEA Mar-
ket, Sat., June 3, 8am-1pm, 
Carpenter Community Build-
ing, 1288 Ga. Rd.. Call for 
booth $20. Cody (828)349-
2093. 

MASTER GARDENER Associ-
ation Plant Sale Saturday, June 
3, 8:30-noon, at ERC, 1624 
Lakeside Drive. Dahlia Bulbs 
and native plants. Previously 
Owned Gardening Tools, Deco-
rations and Equipment avail-
able for a donation. Proceeds 
go to garden maintenance. 

BINGO American Legion Hall, 
614 W. Main St., Every 
Wednesday. New Hours Early 
Bird 4:30 to 5:30, Regular Ses-
sion 5:30, Snack Bar Available. 

CHURCH INDOOR Yard Sale. 
Saturday from 8-noon, 80 Her-
itage Hollow Drive, Franklin, 
behind the Gazebo Restau-
rant. Everything Half Price! 

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL Res-
cue Thrift Store, Open Tuesday 
thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm, 1521 
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-3046. 

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W 
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture, 
Lighting, Plumbing, Building Ma-
terials, Doors & Windows, Appli-
ances & More! (828)524-5273. 
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main 
St. (828)586-1800. Hours for 
both Stores Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 
10-4pm. 

REACH FOR BARGAINS in 
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday 
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of 
Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

Help WantedHelp Wanted
HOUSEKEEPER POSITION 
Now Hiring for up to $20/hour. 
Must Work Weekends and Holi-
days. This is a No Smoking 
Property. To apply call (828)524-
3380 or come by the Carolina 
Motel to fill out an application. 

LANDSCAPE LABORER: 
Looking for a land mainte- 
nance person that can run a 
weed eater and has a driver’s li-
cense. Starting pay $15.00+ per 
hr depending on experience. 
Call (828)342-3857. 

EXPERIENCED CARPEN- 
TERS and helpers wanted for 
new local construction tools and 
transportation required. Text or 
call (828)332-2457. 

RECEPTIONIST/CLERICAL 
Assistant position for a busy al-
ternative medicine & acupunc-
ture clinic; no experience 
necessary, will train; Must be 
friendly, outgoing person & bilin-
gual a plus Call (828)332-0259 
(please leave a message) or 
come by the clinic 11:00 to 4:00 
Tuesday thru Saturday at 189 
Highlands Rd., Franklin.” 

REPAIR AND MAINTE- 
NANCE Company Hiring an 
Honest Reliable Person. Must 
Have Drivers License. Call Chris 
@ (828)342-4995. 

POSITION AT WOMEN’S bou-
tique on Main Street in High-
lands available. Experience a 
plus. Call (828)371-2582 Fun 
fast paced environment.

BIG SALE Friday & Saturday, 8-
12, 2890 Clark’s Chapel Rd., 
Rain or Shine, Baby, Men’s & 
Women’s Clothes, Furniture, 
Antiques. So Much More! 

RUMMAGE SALE Extensive 
Tools, Household, Clothes and 
Lots of Miscellaneous. Good 
Shepherd, 234 Sloan Rd. by BP 
Gas, Saturday, June 3 8am-
3pm, No Early Sales. 

SENIOR GAMES FLEA Market, 
Sat., June 3, 8am-1pm, Car-
penter Community Building, 
1288 Ga. Rd.. Call for booth 
$20. Cody (828)349-2093. 

CHURCH INDOOR Yard Sale. 
Saturday from 8-noon, 80 Her-
itage Hollow Drive, Franklin, be-
hind the Gazebo Restaurant. 
Everything Half Price!

Garage & Yard SalesGarage & Yard Sales

Misc. For SaleMisc. For Sale
B & M MILITARY SURPLUS Mil-
itary Boots, Clothing, Rain Gear, 
Cold Weather Gear, Sleeping 
Bags, Vests, Packs, Bags, Field 
Gear, Camo Netting, GI Wool 
Blankets,USMC ILBE 3 Day As-
sault Packs. W/C, Poncho Liner, 
Woobie. We Buy, Trade all Types 
Military Clothes, Field Gear. 
Open Monday-Friday 9-6, Satur-
day 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge Rd. 
Franklin, (828)349-3140. bandm-
surplus@gmail.com 

FARMERS MARKET 8-12,Sat-
urdays. Come Out and Support 
Your Local Farmers Market. 
Spring greens are in! Honey,  
Soap,   Pastries,  Tomatoes,  
Eggs. 200 Block East Palmer.

2021 FOREST RIVER R-POD 
19’ RV with Slide-out and Lots 
of Options. New- never Used. 
Call (828)371-1497.

Boats & CampersBoats & Campers

POMERANIAN PUPPIES Cute 
little teddy bears. 2 females, 3 
males. All shots current and are 
registered. $350 each. 
(828)200-5101 

VOLUNTEERS & DOG Walk-
ers Needed at Macon County 
Animal Services. 18 years and 
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084. 

LOOKING FOR A LOVING Pet 
or Lost Pet? Macon County An-
imal Services, Open M-F by ap-
pointment call (828)349-2106. 
Pictures at  www.facebook.com/ 
maconanimal 

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal 
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd., 
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.

AnimalsAnimals

BY OWNER 5.36 ACRES Plus 
RV, Fires Creek Area, Quiet, 
High End 4BD/3BA Brick Home, 
Over 2600 sq.ft. Great Mountain 
View. $525,000. (828)371-1497.

Real EstateReal Estate

Commercial RentalsCommercial Rentals

TheMaconCountyNews.com

OFFICE FOR RENT Large 2 
room suite in Franklin, Court-
house Plaza Building. Rent in-
cludes power, heat and air. 
$790/month. Call (828)524-7799.

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://treeservicefranklinnc.com/
https://familyautocareinc.com/
https://themaconcountynews.com/


https://www.southwesterncc.edu/
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