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Welcome Hikers!

Town rolling out
the welcome mat

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Welcoming Appalachian Trail (A.T.) hikers to the Town
of Franklin is an annual affair. Hosted by the Franklin A.T.
Community Council, the Franklin A.T. Celebration is a
yearly event open to hikers, visitors and the general com-
munity and is held from the first day of spring to Earth Day.

At the end of February, already more than 200 hikers
were on the Appalachian Trail. Typically, thru- and section-
hikers attempting the Springer Mountain, Ga., to Mt.
Katahdin, Maine, trek start sometime in March. However,
the mild winter encouraged more hikers onto the A.T. in
January and February. The first main stop on the south-to-
north A.T. trek is Franklin, 110 miles from Springer Moun-
tain. Thousands of hikers leave the trail near Standing
Indian or at Winding Stair on Hwy. 64 and are expected to
take a break in the town, resupply, check shoes and equip-
ment, and patronize businesses.

Appalachian Trail thru-hiker Eddie Thomas of Port Orange, Fla., puts his autograph on the hikers welcome sign on the square in From March 20 to April 22, hikers will also have oppor-
downtown Franklin. Thomas began his journey from the start of the trail on Feb. 24 and stopped off in Franklin to refuel and  tunities to participate in the 2023 Franklin A.T. Celebration.
recharge. Thomas is hoping to become a true thru-hiker, finishing the more than 2,000-mile trek at the terminus of the Appalachian

Trail at Mt. Katahdin, Me. Photo by Vickie Carpenter See HIKERS page 4

Town swears in two new police officers

Dan Finnerty — Contributing Writer

Franklin Town Council members gathered Mon-
day, March 6, in the Town Hall boardroom for its
regular monthly meeting. The March meeting in-
cluded a public session focused on use of the former
Angel Medical Center building, political sign ordi-
nance amendments, and departmental updates.

The meeting opened with Franklin Police Chief
Devin Holland recognizing Master Officer Eli Kirk-
land for his years of service with a 15-Year Em-
ployee Service Award.

“He’s the one and only canine officer [with the po-
lice department], with his canine Toro. There is a lot
of work behind the scenes that goes into the canine
program,” said Chief Holland. Kirkland also con-
ducts “Canine Care Time” outside of work hours to
demonstrate the canine program throughout the

Franklin's two newest police officers were sworn in March 6 at the Town
Council Meeting, from left, Jonathan Lauffer, Police Chief Devin Holland,

community. and Kaitlyn Harper. i i i
Mayor Jack Horton conducted a swearing in cer- Y P Seeking solutions for mental health crises
emony for two new police officers, Kaitlyn Harper Chief Holland, quipping: “They started in September and
and Jonathan Lauffer. they can now hit the mean streets of Franklin tomorrow 828.369.6767 DRST STD .S, POSTAGE PAID

“These are the two we’ve invested in for our (fown-spon-  morning.”
sored) Basic Law Enforcement Training program,” stated
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As reported by Town Clerk and Human Resources Direc-
tor Nicole Bradley, the police force now has only three open-
ings remaining to be filled.

Next, Town Finance Director Sarah Bishop presented
Budget and Fiscal Analyst Ali Stamey with a Certified Local
Government Finance Officer qualification certificate. Since
1985, North Carolina’s Finance Officers Association has of-
fered a program of voluntary certification for local govern-
ment finance officers. In order to become certified, one must
complete six core courses offered through the N.C School of
Government, possess the equivalent of an associate degree or
higher, have at least four years of experience in a profes-
sional position - specifically with an administrative respon-
sibility from one or more financial functions - and complete
four exams in the public finance field.

“It’s not required for her job; this was completely volun-
tary on her part. She wanted to enhance her knowledge and
I’'m very proud of her and I'm honored to present her with
this certificate,” stated Bishop.

Under new business, the Council discussed appointing two
new members to the Firefighters Relief Fund Board (FRFB),
as recommended by Franklin Fire Department Chief Ben Or-
mond. The current relief fund board members have been in
place for many years.

“Myself, along with the executive board, felt it was time
to refresh this board and put members on it who were more
in touch with the department’s needs,” said Ormond, adding
that last month a business meeting was held at which six
nominations were submitted. Of those, Ormond requested to
the Town Council that Brian Leopard and Rick Westerman
be appointed to the board.

Leopard currently serves as a member-at-large, meaning
he serves as the voice of all volunteers, has a seat on the ex-
ecutive board of officers for the FRFB, and has been a mem-
ber for 30 years. Westerman, who has not been associated as
long, was formerly a firefighter in Florida and is now the
Franklin Habitat for Humanity director. Both nominees were
unanimously approved.

A Resolution of Support for Medicaid Expansion in North
Carolina was presented by Councilman Stacy Guffey.

“The resolution talks about not only economic benefits but
also the benefits for the people of Franklin and Macon
County,” Guffey said. “It’s my understanding that the (North
Carolina) House and Senate have reached an agreement on
the expansion and this board has passed such a resolution
before.”

Council member David Culpepper offered that while he
intended to vote for the resolution, “Insurance does not equal
healthcare ... Insurance at its best helps people get health-

Town of Franklin Finance Director Sara Bishop presented
Budget and Fiscal Analyst Ali Stamey with a Certified Local Gov-
ernment Finance Officer qualification certificate at Monday’s
monthly Town Council meeting.

care; at its worst it is a barrier and an obstacle to getting
healthcare.”

The Council subsequently approved adoption of the reso-
lution. The expansion is reported to provide affordable health
insurance to approximately 600,000 people, whereas up to
half of those people have no other affordable insurance op-
tions currently available. The plan is predicted to create up
to 37,200 additional jobs statewide and will reportedly bring
$11.7 billion in additional federal funding to the state in its
first three years.

Updates on human resources, tax collections, and the fire
department were also provided by personnel from each de-
partment. Leading off the updates was HR Director Bradley,
who reported the hiring of a new police officer, Brandon
Hooper, who is a lateral transfer from Jackson County and
has 18 years of service already logged. Additionally, a fire-
fighter, Darian Greene, was brought in via a transfer from
the Public Works Department and will join the fire depart-
ment by the end of March. His pump maintenance mechanic
position is now open within Public Works. A new meter
reader was also hired recently and is slated to start work on
Friday, March 10.

Regarding tax collection, Sabrina Scruggs reported that as

“Honesty,
Integrity
& Trust.”

Bookkeeping
Solutions

FREE CONSULTATION
NO OBLIGATION

Contact Today!
(828)600-4118

2ksbhookkeepingsolutions.com

of March 1, $2,360,000 has been collected for 2022 taxes.
Scruggs informed that “330 past due notices have been sent
out, just for real estate. People are paying now but they’re
also coming in mad.” They have until March 31 to pay with-
out incurring additional penalty. Thus far, collection is at
93% with approximately $177,000 left to collect.

Lastly, Ormond presented an annual report on the fire de-
partment. The new substation passed its final inspection and
is now in use. Three new positions created over the past year
have resulted in “the first time in history our community is
covered full-time, 24/7 by three personnel a day,” Ormond
said. He also provided data on calls issued to the department,
revealing in 2022, 1,974 total responses were conducted; 103
were for fires, equaling a 14% increase; 1,462 were medical,
which comprises about 74% of the department’s call volume;
the national average is 66%. He reported the above-average
numbers are probably related to Franklin having numerous
retirees and an older population.

Town Planner Justin Setser opened a public hearing on text
amendments to the Sign Ordinance. These amendments are
designed to bring Franklin in compliance for political signs
in driveways (General Statute 136-32). According to Setser,
under the current ordinance, “signs must be removed three
days after elections but there is no timeframe before. The
recommended amendments are intended to mirror what’s in
the general statute for a compliant political sign, which
states, “Signs are allowed 30 days prior to early voting and
must be removed 10 days after primary or general election
days.” Other amendments include sizes of signs and clarifi-
cation on where they can be placed, which prohibits place-
ment at any location that inhibits line-of-sight for drivers on
roads/highways. The text amendments were approved as
submitted.

The Addiction Dilemma

The public session comprised the majority of the meeting
time and focused primarily on use of the former Angel Med-
ical Center building as a facility to assist with the rapidly
growing addiction problems, mental health issues, and sui-
cide in Macon County. Most of the close to a dozen speak-
ers were either directly connected to or in some way
associated with No Wrong Door, a local organization offer-
ing support to those struggling with substance abuse or other
addiction and mental health issues.

No Wrong Door Executive Director Sheila Jenkins was
one of the speakers and she led her discussion with a brief
overview on the organization’s interaction with those strug-
gling in Franklin and Macon County.

“When people get out of rehab or prison/jail, they come
back to the community with absolutely nothing. We need to
have something for them to be able to get their feet back on
the ground ... they need support, they need classes, to where

C;reNet Thrift Store

45 Macon Center Dr.
828-349-9064

Tuesday-Friday 10am till 4pm
Accepting Donations.
Everything sold goes to provide
food for our neighbors in need.
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The possible uses for the now-closed Angel Medical Center building has been the subject of dis-
cussion at recent Town Council meetings. Although the building is still owned by HCA, who pur-
chased the Mission Health System of which AMC was a part, the town has discussed using it for
senior housing (since rejected) and now addiction recovery advocates are making a case to use
the building for treatment for victims of Macon County’s growing addiction crisis and mental

health issues.

they can then move into housing and ajob,
and keep it.”

She went on to state that “we’ re going to
have people keep going back on their
drugs; recovery’s not going to last and
they’re going to lose their homes, their
jobs; we've got to fill in that stability piece
and the best way is if we can have some-
where they transition back out into the
community.”

She also lamented about the current wait-
ing time involved with getting people treat-
ment, explaining that with addicts, the
effective window for help that prevents
overdose or death can be quite small. No
actions or motions were taken in response
to the public session; however Mayor Hor-
ton stated that the town will do all it canto
assist with the issue.

Photo by Vickie Carpenter

Upcoming

The Streets of Franklin Heritage Associ-
ation requested street closures for two
events: the Spring Makers Market to be
held May 27, and for the Hometown Her-
itage Festival, scheduled for July 15. Both
requests include streets normally closed for
in-town events: lotla, Phillips, and Main.

Also requested was a street closure for
April 22 to support the Feeding the Future
event, hosted by Altered Frequencies. The
closure request affects Carolina Mountain
Drive and includes the area between South
Patton Ave. and Technology Drive. The
event will include music, food trucks, a
bounce house, and bands and will run from
noon until midnight.

The next Town Council meeting is sched-
uled for April 3, at 6 p.m.

828-524-8080

121 Phillips Street
Franklin, NC

* SOFAS! SOFAS! SOFAS! *

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

$899

MERCADO SOFA

SOLETREN SOFA $79Q0Q

ABINGER SOFA $5 99

MACON FURNITURE MART

560 DEPOT STREET « FRANKLIN,NC  (828) 369-8296
MaconFurnitureMart.com
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HIKERS ot itz uamsom - vy s | COUNLY Transit offers rides to hikers

The Schedule

—March 25, 5 p.m. - Hiker Bash at Curra-
hee Brewing Co.

— March 31 - All-weekend 29th Anniver-
sary Hiker Fest at Three Eagles Outfitters

— April 1, 12-2 p.m. - Nantahala Hiking
Club Thru Hiker ChowDown at Lazy Hiker
Brewing Co.; 3 p.m. Hiker Hunger Games

to You at Gracious Plates on Main

—April 22, 6 p.m. - Outdoor Music Jam &
Gear Exchange at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

For A.T. hikers only, from March 14
through April 14, breakfast is also available
at no charge at First Baptist Church in down-
town Franklin.

Franklin A.T. Community Council, which
plans, organizes, and publicizes its annual
celebration as well as provides information

to hikers and pro-

motes the trail, is
made up of represen-
tatives from the
county commission,
town council, town
and county planners,
the Nantahala Hiking
Club, county school
system, the library,
the chamber of com-
merce, tourism busi-

& Gooder Grove’s Groovy Gathering at
Gooder Grove Hostel

— April 7, 6 p.m. - AT110 Fest at The
Rathskeller Coffee Haus & Pub

— April 8 - Nantahala Hiking Club’s Easter
on the Trail-Trail Magic

—April 14,5 p.m. - Food, Flix & Brews at
Outdoor 76 with Blue Ridge Bartram Trail

This month by
donation, with
100% proceeds
going to on
going mission
of the church

nesses, and the
United States Forest Service. The local
council was developed as part of the broader
trail-wide A.T. community network, specif-
ically the national A.T. Conservancy in
Harper’s Ferry, W.V.
For more information about the Franklin
A.T. Celebration, visit www.atmile110.com
or Facebook and Instagram.

PANCAKES, EGGS, SAUSAGE,
BACON, HASH BROWNS,
GRITS,  BISGUITS mo GRAVY,
SWEET ROLLS, GOFFEE/JUICE

H |Ck0 ry KnOI I 86 E. Hickory Knoll Rd. ¢ Franklin, NC

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

(828)369-9300

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Although various individuals and organi-
zations volunteer to pick up Appalachian
Trail (A.T.) thru- and section hikers at one of
the nearby trailheads, hikers also have op-
portunities to access the Macon County Tran-
sit for rides into Franklin and back to the
trailneads at Winding Stair,

$5 per hiker. The Macon County Transit of-
fers rides to hikers three times daily, Mon-
day-Friday, and drop offs are at numerous
locations in Franklin. A Deviated Fixed
Route Service allows hikers to travel within
Franklin and costs $1 per person, per stop.
Multiple stops throughout Franklin enable
hikers to visit stores and other businesses in

which is off Hwy. 64; and Rock
Gap, near the Standing Indian
Campground off West Old Mur-
phy Road.

The shuttle service for hikers
this season began March 6 and
continues through May 26, which
is the time period when the con-
centration of northbound A.T.
hikers stop in Franklin, after typ-
ically traveling the 110 miles
from Springer Mountain, Ga., on
their way to Mt. Katahdin,

Maine. The distance of the A.T. is
approximately 2,200 miles, with most hikers
attempting to hike from Georgia to Maine
from spring to fall each year.

Fare for transportation to and from the A.T.
trailheads — Winding Stair, which is off Hwy.
64; and Rock Gap, near the Standing Indian
Campground off West Old Murphy Road — is

order to gather supplies, use library services,
and more during their respite off the trail.

Hikers who need shuttling after May 26
can call Macon County Transit at (828)349-
2222 to learn if a shuttle opportunity is avail-
able. Hikers can also visit macontransit.com
or check out the site on Facebook.

Franklin High School
Advanced Theatre Presents:

Produced by special arrangement with Eldridge Publishing Company.

@Eldridge Publishing
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\W IN OUR 37™ YEAR! - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
l':\tl‘llis & CHILDRENS CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Mon.- Fri. 10AM-6PM « Sat. 10AM-3PM
107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Rusted Arrow
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street ¢ Franklin, NC

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

SEVERAL HOMES READY FOR
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
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SPORTS

Wrestler Carpenter heading to Bluefield State

Dan Finnerty — SportsWriter

Franklin High School’s (FHS) Abby Carpenter has aready
notched her name in Panther lore as the first female wrestler
towin “Athlete of the Month” and as part of thefirst varsity
class participating in a conference-recognized wrestling pro-
gram. In September, she will depart with her very successful
high school record (34-3) behind her and attempt to make
her mark at Bluefield State University (BSU) in West Vir-
ginia

BSU recently became the 13th full-time member of the
Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association (CIAA) and is
starting a brand-new women's wrestling program. BSU is
small, made up of around 1,250 students. Carpenter visited
the school and appreciated its campus, location, and atmos-
phere. Some of the CIAA schools against which Bluefield
wrestling will compete include: Bowie State, Elizabeth City
State, Fayetteville State, Saint Augustine, and Winston-
Salem State.

On Friday, March 1, Carpenter and her family joined many
others in the Panther Den to sign her Letter of Intent (LOI)
with BSU. Numerous faculty and students gave testimonias
to her athletic drive and leadership qualities.

Bekah Brooks, who coaches volleyball and basketball,
reminisced about interacting with Carpenter the past few
years.

“1 had the joy of coaching Abby in volleyball and basket-
ball for many years. When | think about Abby, | think of one
word: warrior,” said Brooks. “Thisis a dream and she has
made an impact at Franklin High School and made an im-
pact for femal e athletes across the state.”

Vice Principal Blair King talked about his son starting
wrestling thisyear and that he liked to watch Carpenter wres-
tle.

“[My son] saw at practice how hard this young lady
worked. He wanted to be successful like her,” said King.

King also shared how Carpenter hurt her shoulder in this
year’s state tournament match, yet she kept wrestling. He
noted that after taking aloss dueto injury, Carpenter felt she
had “let everybody down.” King told her at the signing, “ You
displayed so much heart and we couldn’t be prouder of you.”

Head Wrestling Coach Coley Tyler commented.

“You left everything out there and that's all anybody can
ever do,” said Coach Tyler. “You can’t fail if that’s how you
pursue life.” He also reminded attendees, “ The amount of

Abby Carpenter signs Letter of Intent with Bluefield State as her
family looks on: (from left) Aiden, Dennis, Abby, Melinda, and
Avery Carpenter.

growth and success she has had in such a short amount of
time ... Abby’s been wrestling for little over ayear. And that
is absolutely amazing to now go to the college level and com-
mit herself solely to one sport.”

Carpenter thanked her family and al those who had helped
her achieve success in wrestling the past couple years.

“Logan Mack went above and beyond to put me where |
am today,” she said. “My teammates gave me constant sup-
port. Without wrestling, | don’t know where I’d be.”

Later, Carpenter also talked about her anticipated college
experience.

“It'svery exciting to make it official. It's [Bluefield State]
asmall school, so | can focus on my education,” she said.

Explaining how she ended up choosing BSU, Carpenter
said, “Over the summer | went to abig wrestling tournament
and she (new BSU wrestling coach, Brooke Richards) saw
me and contacted me. Then | went to a camp there and she
provided atour of the campus.”

After her FHS wrestling season was over, Carpenter again
visited Bluefield with her mother before deciding to accept
the offer to attend.

FHS Athletic Director Matt Bradley was with Abby Carpenter and
Davis Anders on March 1 at Carpenter's signing ceremony.
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Four FHS mens basketball players earn All-Conference honors

Dan Finnerty
Sports Writer

The 3A Conference 54 has
named its All-Conference Team
for 2022-2023. Franklin High
School (FHS) saw four members
of the men’s varsity basketball
program selected for the team.
Players are chosen by receiving
the most votes from seven partic-
ipating conference coaches; a
coach cannot nominate his own
player(s).

On March 1, FHS Varsity Bas-
ketball Head Coach Doug Plem-
mons announced that seniors Cal
Drake, Parker Cabe, and Kehler
Lamb, along with sophomore
Max McClure, each of whom

FHS Men’s Alumni Basketball

Game revived

Plemmons has also organized
and scheduled a FHS Men’s Bas-
ketball Alumni Game/Get To-
gether, Saturday, March 18, at 6
p.m. in the high school gymna-
sium. He said that it has been at
least 20 years since a similar
gathering has taken place in
honor of former FHS basketball
athletes. All former players who
finished their careers at Franklin
are invited.

“I am hoping to have a good
turnout and if they can play in the
game that’s okay,” said Plem-
mons. “Even if they can’t play, |
still want them to come because
I’m hoping a lot of the guys show

played in all 25 games this sea-
son, will represent the Panthers.
Power forward/center Drake led
the team in many scoring categories, in-
cluding points (439), field goals (FG) made
(155), and attempted (304), FG% (51), and
free throws (FT) made/attempted (97/126).
He also led the team in rebounds (191) and
in blocks (44). Cabe, at power/small for-
ward, tied for second in FG% (48), 2-point
FG’s attempted (157), and FT’s made/at-
tempted (72/100). Cabe was third in points
scored (265). He was also second in both
steals (68) and blocks (21).

At the guard position, Lamb finished first
in steals (72), second in assists (65), third in
both FG% (45) and rebounds (164), and he
led starting players with fewest turnovers
(28). The point guard, McClure, is the only
returning player for 2023-24. He was first
in 3-point FGs made (49) and attempted
(144), and he tied (with Drake) for first in
FT% (77), second in points (358), FG’s

Cal Drake, Parker Cabe, and Kehler Lamb.

(128), and FG’s attempted (293).

Coach Plemmons reported that all three
seniors intend to sign on with a college and
that word will be forthcoming soon on
where they will end up. Some of the other
senior players have intentions to undertake
college careers as well; but again, the exact
locations are still undecided/unannounced.

As for McClure, the coach explained,
“Max took on a huge role for us this year as
our point guard ... he did a fantastic job
stepping into that role as a sophomore.”

Anticipating next year, Plemmons be-
lieves the team is going to be fine. Addix
Sutton is one player coming up to the varsity
level who will help bridge the gap left by
departing senior players.

“He settled us down and was a backup
point guard,” the coach said about Sutton.
“He is one of the main reasons we won at
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Four Franklin High School varsity basketball players were named to the 2022-23 All-Conference team (L-R): Max McClure,
Photo courtesy of Franklin Panthers Sports Network

Hayesville, ending a long home-winning
streak by them. I think he’s a winner. [ don’t
think he will wow you, but he makes good
decisions and he’s always calm.”

Sutton’s development and maturity may
actually allow the Panthers to move Mc-
Clure to another position to provide Mc-
Clure more scoring opportunities. And
while some height is lost, especially with
Drake’s departure, Plemmons’s returning
players are expected to compensate in
growth over another year, experience, and
athleticism.

“Braylen (Dezarn) is really fast, Noah
Brannon is going to be a heck of a player,
and we have some guys coming back with
size,” pointed out Plemmons. “Kaleb Chap-
man is 6’5", Jacob Gibson should be about
6’5” by next year, and Braxton Deal is
around 6°2” or 6°37.”

up. There are still people in town
that played basketball here and
it’s just an opportunity to recon-
nect.”

Plemmons coached at FHS from 1993
until 2009 and came back again in 2016.
This will be the first attempt at getting
alumni together since then.

A raffle will be a part of the gathering that
includes a variety of prizes, such as meals at
local restaurants and rounds of golf. Basket-
ball jerseys will be sold as well. The coach is
hoping some of the returning alumni will
help fundraising efforts by purchasing their
former jersey or even one from another era
with their number on it. He announced 20
people signed up already as of March 2.
Tickets are $5 for adults, $2 for FHS stu-
dents, and $1 for children under 12 years old.
Concessions will also be sold at the game.

For more information, contact Cindy
Christie at 864-506-5691; or, follow her on
Facebook.

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc.
6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 349-3390 « NC Contractors # 75898

Paving & Resurfacing « Excavating

Backhoe ¢ Land Clearing
Grading & Road Repair

Rock & Gravel Hauling » Sewer & Water

Retaining Walls
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Macon County Schools seeking solutions for mental health crisis

Diane Peltz — Contributing Writer

The COVID-19 pandemic era ushered in
a new set of challenges for youth in the
United States, leading to amental health cri-
sis as declared by the United States surgeon
genera just over ayear ago. But U.S. chil-
dren and teens have been suffering for far
longer. Inthe 10 yearsleading up to the pan-
demic, feelings of persistent sadness and
hopel essness—as well as suicidal thoughts
and behaviors—increased by about 40%
among young people, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention’s
(CDC). In addition to the social isolation
and academic disruption nearly all children
and teens faced, many also lost caregivers,
had a parent lose their job, or were victims of
physical or emotional abuse at home during
the lockdowns. All these difficulties, on top
of growing concerns about social media,
mass violence, natural disastersand political
pol arization—not to mention the normal ups
and downs of childhood and adol escence—
can feel insurmountable for those who work
with kids. (2023 TRENDS Report)

A Child’s Dilemma

Little Gracie Parker knows all too well
how mental health issues and substance
abuse affectsfamilies. Gracieisa4th grader
at South Macon Elementary School. Gracie
was adopted by her grandparents when she
was just an infant. Her parents were both
substance abusers. Gracie's mother died
from drug use, after falling off a25 foot dam,
when Gracie was only six months old, and
her father remains an absent parent dueto his
substance abuse. At the tender age of nine,
Gracie decided to talk to some of her class-

mates about her parents
and she found out that
she wasn't alone. Many
of her peers have also ex-
perienced some type of
trauma due to parents
using illegal drugs, de-
ployment, divorce, loss
of a family member or
evenlossof apet. Gracie
found out the hard way,
that there was not much
help for her, or her peers
to deal with the issues
they were feeling. It be-
came apparent to Gracie
that more counseling in
the schools was needed
S0 she set out to help get
more trauma counselors
back into the schools.
Gracie partnered with
Stephanie Almeida from
Full Circle Recovery.

of attending the school.

“1 think Union is a good
environment for students
with mental health issues or
other issues. There is a
lower teacher to student
ratio and they get more at-
tention. The environment is
more structured for them
and thereis|ess room to be
“out of sight’ because of the
policy of eyes on al the
time and the smaller cam-
pus.

“As far as resources at
UA, there is the Habitudes
program. Meridian and
other mental health agen-
cies can come to all the
schools to pull students for
counseling but there wasno
counselor at Union, not
even a guidance counselor,
when | was there and |

Full Circle assists many
local residents who are
dealing with using illegal
drugs, homelessness and
mental hedth issues. Gra-
cie prepared a speech which she presented
at aHarm Reduction Event in town last No-
vember. Harm reduction consists of practi-
cal strategies and ideas aimed at reducing
negative consequences associated with sub-
stance use. Harm Reduction also includes
advocating for socia justice and rights for
those who use substances and those suffer-
ing from Substance Use Disorder (SUD).
Gracie composed a speech and poured her
heart out speaking about how her parent’s

drug abuse affected her
life and the lives of her
grandparents, who had to
pick up the pieces of Gra-
cie'sbroken heart. Inher
speech she says, “1 don't
know why my parents
chose drugs over me.”
Her speech touched the
hearts of the community
and Gracie was offered
the chanceto go to Wash-
ington DC's to speak.
Alexis Pleus, who is the
founder of Trail of Truth,
offered Gracie the oppor-
tunity to speak in Wash-
ington in front of the U.S.
Capitol. Trail of Truth is
a live performance art
piece that will honor
loved ones, elevate dis-
cussions of Substance
Use related deaths, and
reduce drug related fatal-
ities. Serving as both a
memorial and public art
installation, the piece will

Gracie sits by the portion of the public art installation in Washington

DC that represents her mother’s tombstone.

remember those who
were lost, while calling

Nine-year-old Gracie Parker wanted to help the homeless during the bitter cold Christ-
mas holidays by creating “Blessing Bags” to give out to those that would come to the
warming station set up at the First Methodist church in downtown Franklin. She, along
with the fourth graders at South Macon put together 100 bags to distribute.

government attention to these matters. Pleus,
Gracie, her grandfather, and Stephanie
Almeidaall went to D.C. to voice their mes-
sage. Infront of 40,000 people, Gracie once
again poured her heart out begging lawmak-
ers to give the funding needed to get more
trauma counselors into the schools. She
helped make 125 cardboard tombstones,
which she displayed as a backdrop, to repre-
sent loved ones who died from drug over-
doses. She asked each family to stand by
their loved ones’ tombstone. The message
was powerful. That same day she again gave
her speech on front of the Department of
Labor to alarge crowd.

During the bitter cold weather in Decem-
ber, Gracie spoke to her principal, Allison
Guynn, to explain that she wanted to help the
homeless at the warming station that was set
up at FUMC. Guynn was on board with Gra-
cie's plan so she challenged her fourth grade
classes to help raise money, to buy blessing
bags, by rewarding them with a pizza party.
The blessing bags were used at the warming
station that opened over the Christmas holi-
day. The bags contained much needed es-
sential items.  Gracie's class collected
enough to make 100 bags.

Gracie says she is not done, not by along
shot. She continues to advocate for more
mental health professionals in Franklin and
shewould like to see her voice heard nation-
wide. Gracie hopesto speak before Congress
and perhaps even the President of the U.S.
one day. Gracie says she might run for of-
fice when she gets older.

Ateacher speaks out

A former teacher from Union Academy
(UA), who spoke under the condition of
anonymity, speaks about the pros and cons

don't know if that has
changed. |1 do think that
overall, the at-risk students
benefit from being in an al-
ternative setting. My fear,
and part of the reason | no longer work at
Union, isthat the benefit of the smaller class
sizes is dwindling because more and more
students were coming and class sizes were
getting closeto the sameasat MM S or FHS.
The number of at-risk students is growing
faster than the funds to grow a program to
support them.

“Another issue | had was that we never
had areal understanding of what the criteria
for placement at Union was. Mostly, in my
opinion, it is a place for any student who
consistently disrupts learning at MMS or
FHS, or any student who may not graduate
with their cohort. The ‘not graduating with
their cohort’ means they will not graduate
with the group they began school with. Gen-
erally, this means the student is at risk for
drop-out or failure for some reason but not
always. | have seen students sent there for a
wide variety of reasons, either for a ‘ catch-
up’ period or to stay until graduation. | also
know of other students who | felt would
have benefited from being sent there who
weren't, or not until nearing the end of their
high school career. | always wanted there to
be a checklist (or something like it) that
would lead to a transfer to Union. | knew
there would be exceptions but felt that let-
ting parents and students know the process
for potential transfer to Union would be
helpful.

“l had a child with ADHD and anxiety
disorder myself and she was never sent to
Union but she had support at home. | think
that is what makes the difference. A lot of
the mental health issues we dealt with were
not being addressed anywhere other than at
school or through the juvenile justice sys-
tem if the student had gotten into trouble. |
know, from personal experience, that there
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are schools with counselors paid for by the
school system who are there for the kidsand
| believe that isagreat thing. My other con-
cern, being an educator, iswhere do we draw
the line for what school is responsible for?

“We take on feeding students beyond the
school day, helping find mental health, deal-
ing with financial con-

no matter what you gave you couldn’t over-
come their home life. | would like to see
some of the responsibility for these kids
placed on some other organization than the
school system. | think that we need more
programsfor studentsto offer mental health,
after school programs that are for students

cerns, and the list goes
on and on. | know that
the people | worked
with at Union Academy
went above and beyond
for their students (as |
am sure happens at
most  schools). We
helped with things that
had nothing to do with
education while they
were our students and
after graduation. We did
it out of love, concern,
and respect for our stu-

dents. We thought of
them as our kids, even
theoneswedidn’t ‘like'
most days in the class-
room. We invested in each student in ways
far above and beyond teaching a class and
maintaining order and | think that is why I,
and others, burnt out. You pour so muchinto
your students and then have to see them
‘graduate’ to mobile patrol or death because

More and more students are being sent to Union Academy, Macon
County’s alternative school, although according to one teacher, no
criteria has been adopted for such placement.

who can’'t pay or may not have transporta-
tion, and somewhere safe, supervised, and
fun for teens to hang out.”

The teacher also spoke about the benefits
of asmaller campus.

“Franklin High School is a big campus

with a lot of outdoor area to walk to and
from classes which iswhere most of thekids
that were sent to Union got into trouble.
They didn’t as often get into troublein class
as they did on campus between classes or
just simply wandering rather than going
where they were supposed to go. Now some
got into trouble in class as well but the en-
vironment at Union is a huge change. The
school is small and students are under con-
stant supervision. There is little to no op-
portunity to get into trouble without getting
caught just because of that. Also, the class
sizesare smaller so the students get morein-
dividual attention. There was aways an ef-
fort made to involve studentsin community
outreach, service learning, and other things
to not only motivate them but to involve
them in something outside of themselves.
The smaller class sizes a'so gave me the op-
portunity to build better relationships with
students and that is a help as well. | know
that all teachers in all schools in Macon
County do this, but Union kids were not al-
ways the most open to adults and having
fewer students helped break down the barri-
ers sometimes.

“| think that the number of students who
have some type of mental health issue or
learning disadvantage grows every single
year. The pandemic just exacerbated this. |
think teachers are overwhelmed with student
issues and there is not enough help for the

students or the teachers. | know that coun-
selors, even if it isjust part time, have been
hired at some schools and that is a help. |
know that the local mental health agencies
have counselors going in and out of the
schools working with students and commu-
nicating with their teachersto try to help this
problem. It isn't enough and, like | said, |
think what we are dealing with is beyond
what the school should or can provide sup-
port for.” Asfar as parentswho areirrespon-
sible, she says, “My kneejerk reaction isthat
they should be put in jail and their children
should be taken away. Isn’t that simple and
seems like an easy answer but it isn’t. If the
parents are jailed, then who raises the chil-
dren?We don’t have enough foster homes as
itisand I know of many studentswho arein
the care of overwhelmed and exhausted
grandparents and great-grandparents who
don't have the understanding or the re-
sources to manage the scars left by what
these children have endured. | think the sys-
tem, | don’'t know what else to call it, needs
to help parents get help through agencieslike
No Wrong Door or [Men's] Challenge. |
think there needs to be more funding for
those programs and for others that would
help the extended family members with
mental health and support for raising these
kids.”

Next week: Macon County Schools re-
sponse to the mental health crisis
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What’s new on the plateau Letters to the Editor

Patrick Taylor
Highlands Mayor

Last Friday afternoon, in an-
ticipation of bad weather, I
was in town hall monitoring
the weather situation with our
town manager Josh Ward and
public works director Lamar
Nix. Problems started around
2:30 with the total loss of
power across the town.

After about 20 minutes into
the outage, Lamar and his staff
discovered the problem was
with a major Duke transmission line coming from the
Thorpe Power Plant located near Cullowhee and Lake
Glenville. The Town of Highlands does not generate our
own power. Power is bought wholesale from Duke En-
ergy. If there is a problem on Duke Power’s generation
and transmission side, Highlands can be out of power
until Duke crews correct the problem.

So, Lamar, Josh and I remained in Town hall in com-
munication with Duke officials. They kept us updated on
the power outage that affected the entire Highlands and
Cashiers area. With the rain and winds increasing from a
rapidly approaching front, Lamar became concerned that
our crews would not know whether our electric grid was
also damaged.

Around 9 p.m., Duke technicians attempted to recon-
nect power to our grid. There was about a brief flicker of
light before the effort failed. Duke linemen had to trou-
bleshoot and test their system again to determine the
source of the problem. Later in the evening, they were
able to restore power to Highlands. Miraculously, our
local grid remained intact during the storm.

Some folks have asked me who was at fault for the
power loss, and my response is Mother Nature. Lamar
reminds me all the time that we do not live in a normal
utility service area and that keeping power on in the
mountainous region of the Highlands Plateau can be a
considerable challenge. The town has made improve-
ments over the years to reduce the frequency of outages,
but still, communication and power systems can be shut
down by Mother Nature in an instant.

Thursday, March 9, is the annual town budget retreat to
be held at the Highlands Community Center. The staff
will present reports to the Town Board concerning budget
needs for the coming fiscal year. Lamar will propose a
year-long study by an electrical engineering firm to study
and evaluate the town's electrical grid. We will need to
follow up this study with upgrades to our electrical

Patrick Taylor

See TAYLOR on page 11
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OPINION

Pre-K a significant need for working class families

I would request that the Macon County Commissioners
reconsider the recent decision not to pursue the Highlands
Pre-K project. This project was initiated by the previous
Commission and approximately $36,000 has been spent to
study and prepare a schematic design. Additionally, the
Commission previously agreed to allocate a total of
$329,000 for the design phases of the project. I understand
the need to be good stewards of taxpayers’ dollars but this
is a critical project that will benefit working class families
of Macon County for years to come.

Highlands is a unique town with unique requirements for
continued success. Highlands’ businesses generate signifi-
cant tax revenues that benefit all of Macon County. It is
these businesses that require numerous employees who re-
side in Franklin and other parts of Macon County and sur-
rounding counties. The need for additional childcare for
these employees' children has been growing with approxi-
mately 60 kids on waiting lists for childcare and Pre-K.

Of the approximate $12,000,000 in sales tax revenue re-
ceived by Macon County each year, Highlands’ businesses
generate a significant amount of this revenue. However, the
small number of year-round residents only use a small
amount of these funds to meet their needs. Additionally,
Highlands’ properties generate approximately 50% or more
of the $33,000,000 in property tax revenue, but the approx-
imate 3,500 year-round residents only need a small portion
of this revenue to meet their needs. The proposed Highlands
Pre-K is a significant need for Highlands working class
families as well as families who work in Highlands but live
in Franklin.

When considering the need for additional revenue for
important projects like Highlands Pre-K, it is important to
note that Macon County voters rejected a 1/4 percent in-
crease in sales tax which would bring us in line with all of
the surrounding counties. This slight increase would have
generated a minimum of $1.5 million annually and could
have been used for important projects like the Highlands
Pre-K and other important school and county infrastructure
projects. Maybe the Commission could consider putting
this issue on the next ballot due to the admitted shortfall in
current revenue to address critical county infrastructure
projects.

Allowing the Highlands Pre-K project to move forward in
light of the approval by the Macon County Commission on
Nov. 8,2022, will ensure this project is shovel ready when
full funding is available. I would respectfully request that
Macon County Commissioners reallocate the $329,000 pre-
viously approved for the Highlands Pre-K to allow this proj-
ect to come to fruition before it is too late for the kids and
families it aims to serve.

Jerry Moore —Highlands, N.C.

Draft N.C. Clean Transportation
Plan available for public comment

People are invited to provide comments on the draft ver-
sion of the N.C. Clean Transportation Plan, which outlines
strategies to accelerate the decarbonization of the trans-
portation sector.

The N.C. Department of Transportation has
published the plan to its website, prior to the first of six
open house meetings. The meetings are aimed at educating
people about the plan and giving them a forum to provide
feedback. People can also provide feedback on NCDOT’s
website.

People have until March 15 to provide feedback on the
plan.

NCDOT and more than 220 stakeholders worked for
more than a year to develop the draft plan, which explores
strategies to advance clean transportation investments and
workforce development. The draft plan encourages an eq-
uitable transition to cleaner transportation alternatives, such
as zero- and low-emission vehicles, and offers strategies to
deploy electric charging stations and other clean trans-
portation infrastructure to support the transition.

Governor Roy Cooper issued Executive Order 246 in
January 2022 that directed NCDOT to work with stake-
holders to develop the plan. The plan set the state on a
course to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, advance envi-
ronmental justice and create good-paying jobs tied to clean
transportation. The executive order builds upon 2018’s Ex-
ecutive Order 80 and establishes a goal to reduce green-
house gas emissions by 50 percent from 2005 levels and
increase zero-emission vehicle adoption to 1.25 million ve-
hicles by 2030.

A draft version of the North Carolina Clean Transportation Plan
is available for public comment from March 1-15. The N.C. De-
partment of Transportation published the draft report to its
website. The plan outlines strategies for accelerating the de-
carbonization of the transportation sector. It encourages the
transition to electric and other low-emission vehicles and of-
fers strategies for deploying electric charging stations
statewide.
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NC Child Fatality Task Force releases 2023
annual report; infant mortality at record low

The North Carolina Child Fatality Task
Force (Task Force) has submitted its 2023 An-
nual Report to Governor Cooper and the NC
General Assembly. The report contains data
on child deaths and recommendations for
changesin law aswell asfor state funding to
prevent child deaths and promote child well-
being.

For 2023, the Task Force made 11 legida
tive recommendations that address a range of
issues, among them: a significant increase in
child gun deaths; an increase in youth suicide
and a crisis in youth mental health; infant
deathsin unsafe deep environments; strength-
ening the statewide child fatality prevention
system; preterm birth; child abuse and neglect;
motor vehicle deaths, harm caused by tobacco
and nicotine use, and more. Data and infor-
mation supporting these recommendations are
included in the annual report.

Task Force recommendations are formu-
lated by examining dataand hearing from ex-
perts about programs and prevention
strategies. The Task Force also gets somein-
formation and recommendations from team
reviews of child deaths, and one of the Task
Force legislative recommendations seeks to
significantly strengthen the collection, analy-
sis, and reporting of such information.

“Our statewide child fatality prevention sys-
tem, which includes child death review teams
in every county, needs to be restructured and
strengthened to optimize the work of these
teams and to ensure that information learned
from reviews is effectively used at the state
and local level to prevent future child deaths
and to strengthen child well-being,” said
Karen McLeod, Co-Chair of the Task Force.

North Carolinaisone of only two states not
using the Nationa Fatality Review Case Re-
porting System, a free system designed for
statesto collect and report aggregate informa:
tion learned from child death reviews.

“Use of this national data system would
dramatically increase our ability to understand
child deaths, but we also need to restructure
the child fatality prevention system to elimi-
nate duplication of reviews and provide suffi-
cient state-level support for local teams to
ensure effective use of the national data sys-
tem,” McLeod said.

TAYLOR

Continued from page 10

system in the next several years.

With the national and state efforts to
embrace green energy initiatives, upgrad-
ing our power grid will be essential. The
goal isto transition to electric vehicles and
move away from relying on gas to heat
homes to rely on electric heat. These
changes will require a huge expansion of
electric generating complicity and the
building a stronger electric grid. Major

A few datahighlightsthat illustrate theim-
portance of Task Force recommendationsin-
clude the following:

 Theinfant mortality ratein 2021 was 6.8
per 1,000 live births compared to 6.9 in
2020, and 6.8 in both 2018 and 2019. While
the rate of 6.8 remains the lowest rate N.C.
has recorded, this rate keeps North Carolina
among 15% of states with the highest infant
mortality ratesin the country. The Task Force
is recommending Medicaid funding to sup-
port maternal healthcare strategies known to
produce better birth outcomes, and funding
to expand effortsto prevent infant deathsre-
lated to unsafe deep.

* Thefirearm death rates for children ages
0- 17 increased dramatically in 2020 and in
2021. N.C. saw an increase of 231.3% be-
tween 2012 and 2021. Firearms were the
lethal means used in most youth suicidesand
homicides. A 2021 CDC student survey
showed 30% of North Carolina high school
students reporting that it would take them
less than an hour to get and be ready to fire
aloaded gun without aparent or other adult’s
permission. The Task Force is recommend-
ing a statewide firearm safe storage initia-
tive.

» The 2021 suiciderate (ages 10 - 17) rep-
resents the highest rate in two decades, and
firearm-related suicidesin particular havein-
creased. A 2021 CDC student survey showed
22% of NC high school students had seri-
ously considered attempting suicide and
43% of high school students said they felt
sad or hopeless. The Task Force is recom-
mending funds to increase numbers of
school nurses, social workers, counselors
and psychologists, as the numbers of these
professionalsin N.C. are far below nationa
recommendations.

Finalized child death and infant mortality
data for 2021 was not available in time for
the Task Force to examine prior to conclud-
ing its meetings in 2022, however, the Task
Force was able to examine provisional 2021
data. Finalized 2021 data is how available
and isincluded in the 2023 Annual Report.*

*2021 child death data and infant mortal-
ity data are available on the website for the
NC State Center for Health Stetistics.

challengeslie ahead. “Rome was not built
in aday,” nor will these electricity de-
mands have an immediate solution.

Like so many others, | can bash Duke
Energy with alitany of their failings; and
some town residents may criticize our
electric system as well. But, when the
power goes off, we all just want to know
how fast workers can get it restored. To
paraphrase the old Robert Palmer song,
“we might aswell faceit, we are addicted
to love,” and electric power is that. In
timeslike last week, it can be alove-and-
hate relationship.
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e il
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ready to file,

we are ready
for you!

We print 1099 and W2 forms for small businesses
and provide bookkeeping and payroll services year round.

U.S. CORPORATIONS ¢ ESTATEs, LLCs, TRUSTSs
AT EAGLE TAX BREAKS, we believe in
Accuracy. Integrity. Personal Service.
1090 HIGHLANDS ROAD « FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - 828-524-1140
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Woods is 106 years young

Mildred Woods will celebrate her 106th birthday on March
18. Woods has lived in this area her entire life, first on Buck
Creek and then 80 years in the Cullasaja community. Birth-
day cards may be mailed to Mildred Woods, 639 Orchard
Hill Road, Franklin NC 28734.

BAHA’TI FAITH

LIGHT orUNITY

“Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of
friendliness and fellowship.”

-- Bah&'u’llah

Weekly devotions and discussions in Franklin, open to all. Call 302-383-6835.

1-800-228-6483 www.bahai.us
Franklin e Murphy e Sylva e Waynesville

5.6%

FOR THREE YEARS

eTax deferred interest! e 100% of your deposits earn interest!

“Rate shown applies to three year multi-year guar-
antee fixed annuity. Rate is effective 3/7/2023 and
is subject to change without notice. Other terms
and rates available. Not FDIC insured.

School Board hears info on tobacco use prevention

Diane Peltz — Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met on Feb. 27, for its
regularly scheduled meeting. In addition to the student recog-
nitions in last week’s Macon County News, Tobin Lee, NC Re-
gional Tobacco Prevention Manager, Mountain Wise, gave a
presentation on tobacco usage in youths.

Tobacco use has increased in youths ages 18-21, says Tobin.
Many of them use e cigarettes. Just one pod has the nicotine
found in two packs of cigarettes. Tobin stated that many states
have raised the age for tobacco purchases from 18 to 21. Sta-
tistics show that 95% of smokers start smoking before age 21.
This includes cigarettes and e cigarettes. Tobin spoke about
the Synar Amendment. In July 1992, Congress enacted the
Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration Re-
organization Act (PL 102-321), which includes an amendment
(section 1926) aimed at decreasing youth access to tobacco.
This amendment, named for its sponsor, Congressman Mike
Synar of Oklahoma, requires states to enact and enforce laws
prohibiting the sale or distribution of tobacco products to in-
dividuals under the age of 18. States must comply with the
Synar Amendment in order to receive their full Substance
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant (SABG) awards.
The regulation requires that states:

* Enact laws prohibiting any manufacturer, retailer, or dis-
tributor of tobacco products from selling or distributing such
products to any individual younger than age 18.

* Enforce these laws.

» Conduct annual inspections that provide a valid probabil-
ity sample of tobacco sales outlets accessible to minors.

« Negotiate interim targets and a date to achieve a noncom-
pliance rate of no more than 20% (SAMHSA requires that each
state reduce its retailer violation rate to 20% or less by FY
2003).

* Submit an annual report detailing activities to enforce the
law. North Carolina has not complied with this amendment yet
and is in danger of losing much needed funding, said Tobin.
He admonished that North Carolina needs to:

e Collaborate (creation of a youth access tobacco
group/committee). Enforce youth tobacco access laws —
statewide enforcement.

» Mobilize the community to reduce minors’ access by im-
plementing local efforts.

* Place stronger restrictions/policies on retailer sales of to-

bacco products.

« Provide retailer education (letters and packets to all estab-
lishments along with training opportunities). Increase the price
of tobacco products and implement mass media campaigns.

The School Board will review the ability to create a tobacco
group/committee in Macon County.

Summer Career Activator Camps

This summer the CTE Program will be offering 13 courses
for students to learn about different careers. Forged in Fire
will teach about the welding industry. Jr. Chef offers students
culinary skills exposure. Game On is for those interested in
computer gaming and coding. Shark Tank is for those inter-
ested in becoming entrepreneurs. Kids and Pros-Careers in
Sports provide insights into the different careers involving the
sports industry. First on Scene gives students a chance to ex-
amine the world of medicine including EMS, CPR and First
Aid training. Medical Explorers delves into the world of
Health Career opportunities. Learn to Fly offers aviation en-
thusiasts the opportunity to learn about flight through use of a
flight simulator. Girls who Code dives into computer science
and coding. The Littlest Vet Shop offers future veterinarians
the chance to explore Veterinary Science, animal care, and
anatomy. Be Our Guest invites students into the world of Hos-
pitality and Tourism. Mock Trial allows students to experi-
ence the legal field and the trial process. Kids at Work, focuses
on the Retail industry, Food Service and Technology.

All courses will be held at FHS and are provided at no
charge.

Summer Edventure Camp

This year the Summer Edventure Camp will run from June
12 to July 28. Prices are the same as last year. The entire Camp
June 12 — July 28 costs $1026.63. Session “A” runs from June
12 - June 28, for a cost of $500.00. Session “B” runs from
July 3 - July 28 for a cost of $600. This year’s Summer Ad-
venture Camp will be held at South Macon Elementary School.

Dr. Baldwin to retire in September

Dr. Baldwin announced that he will be retiring effective
Sept. 1, 2023. Dr. Baldwin has served as Macon School’s Su-
perintendent for 10 years.

The next board meeting will be held on March 27 at the
Macon Schools Administrative Building.

o (FROILY
AU0IGH

Complete Auto Repair Shop

Thank you to all of our customers for
another successful year of business!

Mon. - Fri. 8-5

(828)369-2155

976 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

NO GREDIT CARD FEES!

Macon County Animal Services

Adoption Event!

Saturday Adoption Fees
3/11/2023 Dogs - $20
10AM - 2 PM Cats - $10

(includes shots,
spay/neuter, & microchip.)

1377 Lakeside Dr.
828-349-2106



https://www.bahai.us/
https://wayah.com/
https://familyautocareinc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices/
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Classes help gardeners prepare for Spring planting

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

A recent N.C. Cooperative Extension class on “caneber-
ries,” drew 60 people who signed up to learn how and when
to grow berries — as well as how and when

around 6.5.

— Avoid mulching with wood bark or chips as it could pos-
sibly breed bacteria that can affect bushes; use pine needles
or landscape cloth instead.

— Thin out dense bushes by cutting out

to prune them in order to maintain health
and longevity of bushes. “Caneberries,” the
umbrella category that includes blackberry
and raspberry variations, was taught by
Macon County Extension Director Christy
Bredenkamp who provided practical infor-
mation to attendees packing the session.

Through detailed power-point charts,
helpful information was provided regarding
both summer and fall fruiting types, life ex-
pectancy and yield of variations, and soil
and sun conditions.

While red raspberries are the most com-
mon type grown in the United States, atten-
dees of the Feb. 27 event learned that
purple, yellow, and black varieties exist as
well. This area’s hardiness zone of between
6a-8a, but primarily 7a, provides an ideal
climate for growing raspberry bushes that
thrive and produce significant yields.

“Raspberry bushes can take the cold,”
said Bredenkamp, “and some raspberry
bushes can even handle -20 degrees.”

She added that most blackberries also
thrive in Western North Carolina due to
cooler temperatures.

Some do’s and don’t’s associated with

some of the canes.

— If canes flop to the ground, consider
tying up to a trellis.

— Follow specific pruning instructions,
which are different for floricane (fruiting
on two-year-old canes) varieties versus
primocane (fruiting on current season
canes) varieties.

Printed information about growing
caneberries is available at the Extension
office. Plus, soil sample kits are available,
and soil samples are free after April 1.

The Extension office offers a Master
Gardener class on Wednesday mornings
starting April 12 that lasts for 10 weeks
and takes place from 8:30 a.m. until noon
each week. A cost is associated with this
program due to materials needed, but most
educational programs at the Extension of-
fice are free to the public — but they re-
quire registration so that the number of
expected attendees is determined.

Other upcoming programs include
“Fruit Trees: How to Start and Foster Your
Home Orchard,” March 16, from 6-8 p.m.;
and “Gardening Basics 101,” March 21,
from 6-8 p.m.

planting blackberries and raspberries in-
clude:

— Test the soil and determine if lime or sulfur needs to be
added in order to increase or decrease pH, which should be

Event information is available at
WwWWw.macon.ces.ncsu.edu, or the public can stop by the Ex-
tension office at 193 Thomas Heights Road in Franklin to
pick up printed information sheets.

o, £J o
u:-:& sPA
308 Depot St.  Franklin, NC
(828)524-2419 or (828)524-3395

*

Any Color or Highlight or Perm
w/Alyssa, Stella and Marica

*Must present coupon

Plans unveliled for a new connector trail in WNC

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Last week, the public had an opportunity to
view plans for a new trail — part of which will
be located in the Highlands area of Macon
County. The Blue Ridge Community Connec-
tor (BRCC) is a proposed hiking route to con-
nect the communities of Cashiers, Highlands,
and Clayton, Ga., through a regional trail sys-
tem. At the Highlands Recreation Center on
Feb. 28, the project’s Boone, N.C.-based plan-
ning firm, Destination by Design, presented
maps and was available to answer questions.

The Highlands Plateau Greenway was re-
sponsible for contacting Destination by De-
sign to come up with a trail system that will
include four proposed sections: from the Vil-
lage Green in Cashiers to the Kelsey Hutchin-
son Founders Park in Highlands; from Kelsey
Hutchinson Founders Park to Hale Ridge
Road in Georgia; from Hale Ridge Road to

Wilson Gap in Georgia; and, from Wilson Gap
to Stekoa Creek Park in Clayton, Ga.

Destination by Design informed that the plan was devel-
oped with the minimization of environmental impact in
mind. The trail will use existing infrastructure, such as the
Highlands Plateau Greenway, sidewalks, paved roads, gravel
roads, U.S. Forest Service, and natural surface trails. In fact,
the proposed trail involves using approximately 37 miles of
existing trails and eight miles of proposed trail.

Cost projection is estimated at $2.5 million. Destination
by Design gathered feedback that the firm will use to create
a master plan for the trail. Feedback will be accepted by
email to Tim Johnson, director of outdoor recreation plan-
ning at Destination by Design, tim@dbdplanning.com, until
the end of March.

The project could take five to 15 years to complete, de-
pending on funds donated and raised.
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MACON COUNTY
REPUBLICAN PARTY

Annual Convention
& Precinct Meetings

FRIDAY, MARCH 17, 2023

Smoky Mountain Center for
the Performing Arts
1028 Georgia Road ¢ Franklin, NC

5:30pm Registration Opens
6:30pm Gavel
Macon voters registered Republican as of
January 31,2023 are invited to participate.

Election of officers for county & precincts,
merchandise clearance sale.

maconrepublicans@gmail.com
Paid for by Macon GOP

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*



https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://signsfranklin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.macongop.com/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin Po-
lice Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
Feb. 23 - March 5. All suspects
are innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County
Sheriff’s Department

February 28

Algjandro F. Garcia, 26, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, carrying a concealed gun, maintaining a
place for controlled substances and possession of drug para-
phernalia. William D. Stamey made the arrest.

Nidia Cuellar-Rea, 33, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
William D. Stamey made the arrest.

Everardo Vargas-Mandujano, 30, was charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. William D. Stamey made the ar-
rest.

Adam Brock Crawford, 35, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz and
possession of drug paraphernaia. Jonathan C. Bean made the
arrest.

Bradford John Brandon Jr., 30, was charged with a domes-
tic violence protective order violation. Jordan C. Sutton made
the arrest.

Richard Lewis Guritz, 62, was charged with driving while
impaired. William D. Stamey made the arrest.

March 1

William Dale Sheffield, 43, was charged with violating a
domestic violence protective order. Denver J. Elliott madethe
arrest.

Rachael Moore, 44, was charged with assault and battery.
Costin Jiglau made the arrest.

March 2

Amy Murray Gibson, 44, was charged with possession with
intent to manufacture/sell/deliver aschedule Il controlled sub-
stance, simple possession of a schedule 11 controlled sub-
stance, simple possession of a schedule IV controlled
substance and possession of drug paraphernaia. Jay Wright
made the arrest.

Brandon Lex Penland, 34, was charged with possession of
a stolen firearm, larceny of a firearm, felony conspiracy,
felony aid and abet, possession of afirearm by a convicted
felon, first degree burglary, larceny after break/enter, posses-
sion of stolen goods/property and injury to real property.
Costin Jiglau made the arrest.

James Ronald Teems Jr., 35, was charged with child sup-
port. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.

Brittany Gibson, 30, was charged with warrant service.
Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.

March 3

ShaylaAmara Cope, 26, was charged with failure to appear.
Sargent Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.

Robert Samuel Snyderburn, 40, was charged with failureto
appear. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.

James Allen Gibson, 45, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine and possession of drug parapherndia. De-
tective Darrell J. Brooks made the arrest.

Davin Lane Eldridge, 36, was charged with failure to ap-
pear for carrying a conceal ed weapon and probation violation.
Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.

Justin Dwayne Waters, 32, was charged with failure to ap-
pear for flee to elude arrest with amotor vehicle. David Blan-
ton made the arrest.

March 4
Wilburn Wesley Holt, 63, was charged with failure to ap-
pear. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff's Department

February 23

John Marion Hall, 73, of Sylva, was charged with resist/ob-
struct/delay. No bond was set.

John Dustin Hall, 46, of Sylva, was charged with felony lar-
ceny, misdemeanor larceny, driving while intoxicated, seat-
belt violation, wild life, failure to appear for possession of
stolen goods and injury to real property. A secured bond of
$38,000 was set.

February 24

Pedro Junior Cruz, 41, of Tuckaseegee, was charged with
domestic violence protective order violation. An unsecured
bond of $1,500 was set.

Cameron Chad Sutton, 23, of Whittier, was charged with
obtaining property by false pretense, larceny after breaking
and entering and breaking and entering of a motor vehicle
forcible. An unsecured bond of $10,000 was set.

February 25

Ann Toleene Hewitt, 68, of Sylva, was charged with simple
assault. No bond was set.

Dale Henry Hooper, 55, of Sylva, was charged with failure
to appear for obtain property by false pretense and break or
enter. A secured bond of $6500 was set.

David Russell Johnson, 41, of Newborn, Ga., was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of mari-
juana paraphernalia, misdemeanor child abuse, possession
with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule VI con-
trolled substance, maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/place for a
controlled substance, conspireto traffic methamphetamine and
trafficking in methamphetamine. A secured bond of $250,000
was Set.

Mariah Jordan Bell, 31, of Rayland, Ohio, was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of marijuana
paraphernalia, misdemeanor child abuse, possession with in-
tent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule VI controlled sub-
stance, maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/place for a controlled
substance, conspire to traffic methamphetamine and traffick-
ing in methamphetamine. A secured bond of $200,000 was
Set.

February 27

Alexander Martinez Garcia, 27, of Cherokee, was charged
with failure to appear for misdemeanor larceny. A secured
bond of $4,000 was set.

Salvador Mendez Diaz, 35, of Cashiers, was charged with
possession of an open container of alcohol in the passenger
area after consuming, no operators license and driving while
impaired. No bond was set.

Andrew Eric Jones, 23, of Cullowhee, was charged with
sexual battery and second degreeforcible rape. A secured bond

of $100,000 was set.

February 28

Tony Dustin Gregory, 32, of Waynesville, was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of metham-
phetamine, flee to elude arrest, reckless driving with wanton
disregard and driving while license revoked. A secured bond
of $20,000 was set.

TravisAron Zepeda, 26, of Whittier, was charged with driv-
ing whilelicense revoked. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.

Mary Lou Autrey, 56, of Waynesville, was charged with
failureto appear for driving while license revoked. A secured
bond of $750 was set.

Brandon Jordache Bark, 32, of Cherokee, was charged with
warrant service from other jurisdiction and failure to appear
for flee to elude arrest. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

Randy Topez Stewart, 48, of Franklin, was charged with
true bill of indictment. A secured bond of $30,000 was set.

March 1

Stacie Lee Glance, 39, of Canton, was charged with failure
to appear for communicate threats and second degree tres-
pass. A secured bond of $3,000 was set.

Carlos Luis Cruz Marrero, 28, of Cherokee, was charged
with true bill of indictment. A secured bond of $3,205,000
Was set.

March 2

Stefany CarissaHoy, 21, of Whittier, was charged with as-
sault with a deadly weapon. No bond was set.

Stanley Bryon Sherrod, 24, of Smithville, was charged with
failureto appear for injury to real property. A secured bond of
$7,500 was set.

Derrick Lane Bryson, 40, of Glenville, was charged with
true bill of indictment. No bond was set.

Tammy Lynn Thornhill, 54, of Sylva, was charged with
true bill of indictment. No bond was set.

Johnathan Aarron Wheatley, 48, of Whittier, was charged
with third degree sexual exploitation of minors. A secured
bond of $100,000. was s&t.

March 3

Isiah Darius Evans, 22, of Cherokee, was charged with as-
sault on afemale. No bond was set.

James Victor Rose, 33, of Cherokee, was charged with fail-
ureto appear for violation of acourt order. A secured bond of
$500 was set.

Crystal Renee Bryson, 50, of Townville, S.C., was charged
with warrant service for other jurisdiction and obtain prop-
erty by false pretense. No bond was set.

Austin Moody Terril Rattler, 28, of Robbinsville, was
charged with warrant Service for other jurisdiction. A secured
bond of $999 was set.

March 4

Travis Aron Zepeda, 26, of Whittier, was charged with
communicating threats. No bond was set.

Ryan Keith Watty, 27, of Sylva, was charged with failureto
appear for driving while license revoked and possession of
stolen motor vehicle. A secured bond of $25,000 was set.

Michael Ray Zepeda, 50, of Cherokee, was charged with
alow unlicensed driver to drive. No bond was set.

March 5
Jonathan Daniel Barker, 47, of Robbinsville, was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia. No bond was set.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; allergies in the
family; and any specialty items needed, like diapers, etc. Pick up is at
Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road.

Start Your Recovery.org is a groundbreaking website developed by
bringing together experts in substance misuse treatment from leading
nonprofit, academic, and government institutions. Through this re-
source, the community can find local support and treatment options;
hear stories from individuals with similar life experiences; and learn
about recognizing and dealing with substance misuse.

Nantahala Hiking Club will host author Nancy East on Thursday,
March 9, 6 p.m., at the Macon County Public Library. She will talk
about her book “Chasing the Smokies Moon.” Synopsis: “Two lives
lost too soon. When a search and rescue member’s unresolved grief
is triggered by tragedy, will a life-changing hike end in hope? An au-
dacious 948-mile hike fueled by love, loss, laughter, and lunacy is a
thought-provoking memoir.” All are welcome. www.nantahalahiking-
club.org

Holly Springs Community Development Club is sponsoring a litter
pickup event in the Holly Springs community on Saturday, March 11,
beginning at 9 a.m. Meet atthe community building picnic shelter, at
2720 Cat Creek Road to pickup your bags, vests, etc.

Macon County Senior Games Annual Pizza Kickoff will be held on
Monday, March 13, 5:30 p.m., at the Carpenter Building. Macon
County senior residents age 50+ are invited to attend. Registration
forms will be available.

Smoky Mountains Quilters Guild will meet on Monday, March 13,
9:30 a.m., at Cowee School Arts and Heritage Center, 51 Cowee
School Dr, Franklin. Chris Stephenson and Susan Roper will explain
the difference in foundation paper piecing and English paper piecing
with demos and a trunk show. Bring your Show and Tell.

Complementary Mental Health Treatments Workshop will be held
on Tuesday, March 14, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the Macon County Public
Library Board Room. This course covers a variety of treatments for
overall mental health that can support managing everyday stressors
and improving wellness. These treatments can create opportunities
for balance, stability, and stress reduction. This is a free event at
Macon County Public Library; facilitated by the Vaya Health GERO
team. CEU's are provided through NC Department of Health and
Human Services. Register at vayahealth.com/calendar/ or by calling
(828)524-3600.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved
ones are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, March
15and 22, 2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter
the church from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in

Fall in love with Gucci & Chanel
Two, 5 month old Cockapoo puppies for sale.
One male and one female. Hypoallergenic,
exquisite markings $1,300 each, firm.

Call 770-757-7500

the courtyard and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-
3119.

2023 Macon County Republican Party Convention and Precinct
Meetings will be held on Friday, March 17, at the Smoky Mountain Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts in Franklin. All Macon County Republican vot-
ers, are invited to participate. There will be a reception for Century Club
members at 5 p.m., delegate registration opens at 5:30 and closes at
6:30 when the convention opens. The business of the convention in-
cludes the election of officers for precincts and for the county GOP, and
voting for the Plan of Organization, which is posted on macongop.com.
There will be an opportunity to meet candidates who will be on the 2024
ballot. For more information, maconrepublicans@gmail.com

Men’s Challenge of the Smokies will have their next graduation Sat-
urday, March 18, at 10 a.m., at the center at 336 Living Hope Way,
Franklin. There will be worship, a message, a short video, testimony
and a reception after with refreshments. For more information about
Men'’s Challenge of the Smokies go to www.livinghopeway.com or call
(828)524-2157.

Aglow International meeting will be held on Saturday, March 18, 10
a.m. to 12 noon, at the First Pentecost Church, 164 lotla Church Rd.,
Franklin. For more information call, Marybeth at (407)951-4286.

An American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on March 21, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., Macon County Library, 149 Siler Farm Rd., Community
Bible Church, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 3645 Cashiers Rd., March 27, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Highlands United Methodist Church, 315 Main St., High-
lands. Book an appointment to give blood or platelets by visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org, downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor App, or
calling 1-800-RED CROSS.

Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteers needed for Troop 2996 in
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or emalil
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklinis open Friday and Saturday from 12 to 4 p.m., fea-
turing gems and artifacts from North Carolina and all over the world.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thursdays,
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off McCol-
lum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Anyone under 18
years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For more information,
call (828)342-8126.

Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes and Workshops in
acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious metal clay
and glass fusing. Free painting in the classroom Thursdays, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. All skill levels and mediums are welcome. Participants are re-
sponsible for their own project and a bag lunch. Membership meeting
second Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. The gallery is located at 30 E.
Main St. in Franklin. For more information, call (828)349-4607.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Spiritual Light Center Sunday, March 12, 11 a.m., Kim May will be the
guest speaker : the title of her talk is "How do | know alignment with
God?” Yoga with Ashley is every Monday at 6 p.m., on Thursdays, a
movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The center is lo-
cated at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant. For
more information or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

First Alliance Church Sunday Service will be held on March 12, 10:30
a.m., Sunday School for all ages will be held at 9:30 a.m. Rev. Bradley
Bennett will be preaching. The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off
Womack, next door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Resurrection Lutheran Church (LCMS) invites you to worship with
them in the Sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m., followed by fellowship
with light refreshments in the fellowship hall. Adult Bible class begins at
9:15 a.m. The church is located at 38 Wayah Street, Franklin

Watch Party with Free Chapel Church and Pastor Jentzen Franklin
on Sunday, 11 a.m., 22 W. Palmer St. For more information, call
(828)421-6712.

Son Rise International Ministries Christian Fellowship Services are
held on Friday evenings at 7 p.m.; Wednesday ladies prayer and Bible
Study from 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m. The church
is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call (828)369-2465.

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D'Andre Ash
is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the Cowee
Community.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. Frank Ro-
driguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is located at
130 Setser Branch Rd.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is an inclusive faith community that
celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing journeys of
love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call (828)342-0546.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional. The
church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin Services are held Rite I, 8 a.m.
without music and Rite Il, 10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday. First
and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and second and
fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd. Sunday 10:15
a.m. services can be viewed live on the website: www.allsaintsfranklin.org
and past Sundays can be viewed on YouTube search "All Saints
Franklin®.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church is lo-
cated at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

ANSWERS
FOR PG. 22

L
-l
N
N
S
(a
a
@
o
=
0
%
o
X
O




16

THE MAcoN CouNTY NEwS & SHOPPING GUIDE

Bookstore hosts monthly book club

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

An article published afew yearsago in a
national business magazine expressed the
importance of participating in book clubs,
and Franklin’sA Novel Es-

Measure” and anyone can participate, March
and May are open discussion session —when
anyone can bring up questions and com-
ments about the books they are reading and
share excerpts, and more. In fact, a reading
list book is only dis

cape offers a no-pressure
opportunity to not only
discuss books selected for
the monthly “club,” but
also any books patrons are
reading.

For April’s A Novel Es-
cape book club, the sci-
ence fiction read “The
Measure,” by Nikki Erlick,
has been selected. Book
club meetings at the 60
East Main Street store take
place the first Tuesday of
every month at 6:30 p.m.
“The Measure" was se-
lected as a nominee for
“best science fiction” and
“best debut novel” in 2022

cussed every other
month.

A  Novel Escape's
owner, Liz DeWandeler,
who mostly facilitates
book club discussions,
commented, “Most of the
people who come to book
club are either new to
Franklin and want to find
like-minded people and
are interested in making
friends, or they are the
avid readers — the book
nerds — who just love to
read and talk about
books. | persondly love
to talk about books, and |
have found in my life that

by Goodreads. According
to a Goodreads synopsis, the book explores
proposed life-altering questions. “It seems
like any other day. You wake up, pour a cup
of coffee, and head out. But today, when you
open your front door, waiting for you is a
small wooden box. This box holds your fate
inside: the answer to the exact number of
yearsyou will live. From suburban doorsteps
to desert tents, every person on every conti-
nent receivesthe same box. In an instant, the
world is thrust into a collective frenzy.
Where did these boxes come from? What do
they mean? |sthere truth to what they prom-
ise?’

While April’s book club focuses on “The

my enjoyment increases
when | talk to someone in-depth about them.
| often find | have much more appreciation
about a book when | talk about it. Plus, the
discussions in book club often lead to book-
related life topics, giving participants a
chance to think out loud about things. That's
anice side effect.”

No reservations are necessary to partici-
pate in monthly book clubs at A Novel Es-
cape. Information about upcoming books to
read can be acquired at the store and on its
website. And, whileit is not necessary to pur-
chase book club selections at A Novel Es-
cape, DeWandeler makes certain to have
copies available for interested patrons.

‘Don’t Rock the Boat’ at FHS March 17 & 18

The Franklin High School Advanced The-
atre class presentsits first production of the
spring semester, “Don't Rock the Boat,”
March 17 and 18, at 7 p.m., nightly in the
Franklin High School FineArts Center. Tick-

frustration, and agung-ho nurseis practicing
giving hypos by stabbing anything that's
handy.

And on top of that, the passengers are a
pretty unusual bunch as well. There's afab-

ets are $7 and can
be purchased at the
door.

“Don’t Rock the
Boat’ centers on
Tom Butterworth
who is determined
to be the youngest
cruise ship captain
in history - even if
this means sailing
on a converted

ulous Hollywood
star, Honey
Hotchkiss, a
clumsy pair of
thieves, a lady
who loves pets but
is allergic to fur
and a non-stop
jogger. Totopitall
off, there's a hi-
jacking by a mis-
guided group of
pirate loonies.
“Don’t Rock the

gunboat  named
"Vengeance" witha
crew of rejects

from Maritime High School, and atrio of girl
singers who are passing themselves off as a
famous show hiz act.

As the story unfolds, the engineer is sea-
sick, the cruise hostess is pulling her hair in

Boat” is a comedy
by Tim Kelly that includes lots of romance
and laughter.

The Fine Arts Center is located on the
campus of Franklin High School at 100 Pan-
ther Drive, in downtown Franklin.
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Photography walk at the library

As part of the Walking with Spring
series, the Macon County Public library
will present “Listening to the Land:
Contemplative Photography Walk”
Thursday, March 16, from 5to 6 p.m.

Many amateur photographers yearn
to create photographs full of feeling and
emotion. According to photographer
and artist Susan Patrice, contemplative
photography offers a path to accom-
plish that goal. By learning to listen to
the land and centering the practice in
humility and wonder, photographers
can deepen the connection with the nat-
ural world and photographs come alive
with meaning and beauty. This one-
hour photo walk will introduce simple,
contempl ative photography practices.

Starting at the Macon County Public

Library, the group will take a leisurely
photography walk on the Little Tennessee
River Greenway. Photographers of all levels
are invited (camera phones are welcome)
and even seasoned practitioners should find
valuein this unique approach to the medium.

Susan Patrice is a documentary photog-
rapher and contemplative artist. Her photog-
raphy and public installations feature
intimate images that touch deeply into ques-
tions of place, belonging, and ecological per-
sonhood. Since 2016, her work has primarily
explored the power of beauty and itsimpact
on our feelings of connection and kinship.
Through the use of handmade cameras built
in response to the land, she engagesin deep

conversation with wild and natural places.
Patrice livesin the southern Appalachian re-
gion, where sheisthe co-director of the Kin-
ship Photography Collective.

The Macon County Public Library’s
“Walking with Spring” seriesin partnership
with the Nantahala Hiking Club and the
Franklin Appalachian Trail Community
Council corresponds with thru-hiker season
in Franklin and highlights the A.T.'s hikers
and authors, as well as other great outdoor
activities and opportunities in the area.

The library is located at 149 Siler Farm
Road. For more information, call (828)524-
3600.

Bear program at Cowee School

On Monday, March 20, at 6:30 p.m., Ash-
ley Hobbs will present a program on Black
Bearsin Western North Carolina, as part of
the historic Cowee School Monday night
lecture series, “Where We Live: History,
Nature, and Culture.”

Attendees of the presentation will learn
how to co-exist safely with bears and about
black bearsin North Carolina.

Asdlley Hobbs, Bear Biologist with the
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission will
discussthe natural history of black bearsin
Western North Carolina and how you can
use that information to safely coexist with
these North Carolina treasures. Among the
topics covered will be:

» Bear behavior and biology in North
Carolina.

» The BearWiseinitiative, which provides
ways to prevent conflicts, provides re-
sources to resolve problems, and encour-
ages community initiatives to keep bears
wild.

* What to do in a bear encounter.

A question-and-answer session will fol-
low the presentation.

For tips on how to coexist with bears
visit: bearwise.org

The program will take place at Cowee
School Arts and Heritage Center at 51
Cowee School Drivein Franklin. The lec-

Bear Biologist Ashley Hobbs will present a pro-
gram on Black Bears at the Cowee School Mon-
day night lecture series Monday, March 20, at
6:30 p.m., at Cowee School Arts and Heritage
Center.

ture series is designed to give people an op-
portunity to learn more about the local area,
from many different angles, and to partici-
pate in community.
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Youth Art Month celebrated at Uptown Gallery

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Uptown Gallery in down-
town Franklin opened its
Macon County Student Art
Exhibition last Thursday to
celebrate March as Youth Art
Month. A reception to show-
case the exhibition takes place
Saturday, March 11, from 3-5
p.m.

The Main Street gallery
will offer the exhibition
through March 31. Anyoneis
welcometo visit the gallery to
view dozens of art projects
contributed by Macon County
students. In fact, Uptown

Gallery, which also sellslocal
artists' works, is open year-
round.

According to local artist
Carol Conti, amember with Macon County Art Association
and the organi zer of the Student Art Exhibition, art instructors
at thousands of schools nationwide participate in activities
surrounding Youth Art Month. Locally, however, Macon
County art instructors who encouraged art students' works
thisyear are: Tracy C. Hagan, Franklin High School; Brooke
Smith, Mountain View Intermediate; Jessica Carpenter, South
Macon Elementary; Stephanie Hudson, lotlaValley Elemen-
tary; Marion McClure, East Franklin & Cartoogechaye Ele-
mentaries; JessicaMoschouris, Highlands School; Chris Bell,
Macon Middle; and Dwayna Jones, Nantahala School.

Conti explained that Youth Art Month began in 1961 to
promote art education.

“1 first got involved in Youth Art Month while teaching
Connecticut high school students in the early 1980s and |
made an effort to show students’ work in every community
where | taught. Macon County Art Association had the first
Macon County student art show at the Uptown Gallery in
2019, with areception that drew more than 120 guests. Then
COVID-19 hit. We continued the shows in March 2020,

Dozens of art projects representing Macon County School students are on display through March
31 at Uptown Gallery to celebrate March as Youth Art Month.

2021, and 2022, but with no public receptions. Thisyear is
the first reception being held since 2019.”

Conti added that Youth Art Month recognizes skills chil-
dren devel op by practicing the arts, including creativity, com-
munication, and problem-solving.

“And with this month-long exhibit, the Macon County Art
Association is pleased to be supportive of our local art teach-
ersand the amazing talent of our studentsin grade K-12,” she
said. “| find thisyear 's exhibition showsincredible skill using
avariety of media, including pastels, paper folding, print-
making, mixed media, oil paint, watercolors, acrylic, char-
coal, graphite, and colored pencil. So many pieces show
personal expression and style inspired by a wide variety of
subject matter. It is a wonderful display of the talent of our
Macon County students, guided by awesome art instructors.”

Uptown Gallery is open every day but Wednesday and
Sunday; hoursto view the exhibition are 11 am.— 3 p.m.

Conti will again organize aweekend-long art festival at the
Macon County Library in October.

Jackson Chamber publishes ’23 Our Town booklet

The Jackson County Chamber of Com-
merce has recently published its 18th annual
Our Town community information and relo-
cation guide, as well as its ninth annual Eat-
ing Out in Jackson County dining guide.

Both publications are available for locals
and visitors to pickup at the Jackson County
Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center,
located at 773 West Main Street, Sylva.
Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 am.
t0 4:30 p.m. They are dso available at various
mobile kiosks located throughout Jackson
County.

"We're excited to offer these two popular
guides, which are incredibly useful tools for
visitors as well as new residents," said Jack-
son County Chamber of Commerce Execu-
tive Director Julie Donaldson. "It's a
wonderful way to showcase our chamber
members and our community to newcomers."

The 72-page Our Town publication con-
tains local and regional relocation statistics,
upcoming events, features about chamber

events and festivals, hiking trail and waterfall
information, fishing highlights, and an up-to-
date chamber membership directory, along
with many advertisements from local partners
and members.

"This is the perfect companion to carry
around as you arrive in Jackson County for
the first time and want to see where to eat,
where to shop, where to hike, where to stay
and more," said Chamber Assistant Director
Kelly Donaldson. "For people thinking about
visiting Jackson County from afar, they can
view this product online or order a copy on-
line at our website to be mailed to them di-
rectly. It'san excellent resource for planning a
fun trip to our mountains."

The chamber would like to thank the Jack-
son County Tourism Development Authority
for its support in publishing the 2023 Dining
Guide.

For more information about both products,
contact the chamber at 828-586-2155 or
visit www.mountainlovers.com.

John Lane & Brent Martin in conversation at City Lights

John Lane and Brent Martin
will visit City Lights Bookstore
on Tuesday, March 14, at 6
p.m. They will discuss John
Lane’s new book, “Coming
Into Animal Presence.” This
book of collected writing ex-
plores Lane’s encounters with
wild animals in wild places and
the diversity and mystery of
what's often called "the more
than human world." In each
piece, there is always an ani-

mal presence, sometimes
central and sometimes periph-
eral. In one piece, the

Columbian mammoth comes
back to trouble the contempo-
rary political landscape of
South Carolina. In another, he ponders the fate of a wing-shot goose
finding a last refuge in the Lane family's tiny frog pond. In another,
Lane ventures into an abandoned Zimbabwean gold mine alone to
check on the status of a common genet, a shy carnivore.

Brent Martin is the 2022 Thomas Wolfe Memorial Literary Award
winner for his book “George Masa's Wild Vision.” He is also the au-
thor of three chapbook collections of poetry and “The Changing Blue
Ridge Mountains: Essays on Journeys Past and Present.” His poetry
and essays have been published in the North Carolina Literary Re-
view, Pisgah Review, Tar River Poetry, Chattahoochee Review, Eno
Journal, New Southerner, Kudzu Literary Journal, Smoky Mountain
News, and elsewhere. He lives in the Cowee community in Western
North Carolina,

John Lane is an emeritus professor at Wofford College, where he
taught creative writing and environmental studies and directed the
Goodall Environmental Studies Center. There he helped imagine
and direct the “Thinking Like a River” Initiative. In the past decade,
Lane has been named one of seven regional Culture Pioneers by
Blue Ridge Outdoors, and he has been honored with the Water Con-
servationist Award from the South Carolina Wildlife Federation, the
Clean Water Champion by South Carolina's Upstate Forever, and
inducted in 2014 into the South Carolina Academy of Authors.

To reserve books, call City Lights Bookstore in Sylva, at (828)586-
9499.
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Creating and growing a garden in the shade

Melinda Myers — Columnist

Don’t let limited sunlight stop you from growing a beau-
tiful garden. Make the most of shady locations with proper
plant selection and design strategies.

Start the season with native spring ephemerals like hepat-
ica, spring beauties and trout lilies. These plants grow and
flower early in the season before the trees leaf out, shading
the area. They die back soon after flow-

Use this same strategy to create continuity between sun and
shade gardens in your landscape.

Include a variety of plant shapes. Use columnar plants to
create a focal point and weeping and mounded plants for a
sense of fluidity in the garden.

A lack of sun is not the only factor to consider when plan-
ning a shade garden. The density of the canopy of trees or an
overhang may also limit the water that reaches and is avail-

ering as shade tolerant plants fill the gar-
den. Look for those native to your
region.

Select bright and lime green foliage
plants that stand out in the shady corners
of your landscape. Combine them with
your favorite dark leafed and flowered
plants that tend to disappear in the shade.
The contrasting colors help both plants
pop.

Use plants with variegated foliage to
light up the garden long after their flow-
ers fade. Siberian bugloss (Brunnera)
has blue forget-me-not-like flowers in
spring and variegated heart shaped
leaves. Variegated Solomon Seal’s up-
right stems covered with green leaves
edged in cream, white bell-shaped flow-
ers and yellow fall color provide multi-
ple seasons of interest.

Barrenwort (Epimedium) also pro-

vides seasonal color in the shade. The

Hostas grow in part to full shade and can reach heights of more than 36 inches. Most

heart shaped leaves are tinged red and hostas flower white, lavender or purple June through July, although some flower from

emerge with the flowers in spring. The
leaves turn green for the summer and
then change once again to red in fall.

Add some height to those shady areas with bugbane. The
leaves are topped with white spires of flowers in summer or
fall, depending on the variety selected.

The white or pink blossoms of Roger’s flower brighten
the early summer garden. The big, bold leaves of this mois-
ture-loving perennial resemble those of a horse chestnut tree.

The narrow leaves of sedges and Hakone grass create a
striking contrast with the bold leaves of hostas. For an even
bolder statement and focal point include a few elephant ears.

Look for shade tolerant plants with a variety of leaf shapes
and sizes. The differences in texture add interest to the shade
garden. Repeat the leaf sizes and shapes to unify the garden.

September to October.

Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

able to the plants below. Growing dry, shade-tolerant peren-
nials will help reduce your long-term maintenance.
Barrenwort, liriope, coral bells, foam flower, sweet woodruff
and hellebores are fairly shade tolerant once established.

Make sure all new plantings are watered thoroughly and
when the top few inches of soil are crumbly and moist.
Proper watering the first few years will result in deep,
drought tolerant root systems that will help these plants grow
and flourish despite the dry shade.

When planting under or near trees, be careful not to kill the
trees when creating your shade garden. Don’t cut or remove
surface roots, creating entryways for insects and diseases.
Adding as little as an inch of soil over the roots can kill some

tree species. Avoid deep cultiva-
tion which can damage the feeder
roots that are critical for water
and nutrient absorption since the
majority grow within the top 12
inches of soil.

If there’s too much shade to
grow even shade-loving plants,
consider mulch to protect the soil
and tree roots. Add a chair for re-
laxing and enjoy this cool space
as summer temperatures rise.

Melinda Myers has written
more than 20 gardening books
and hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything”
DVD series and the nationally-
syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio program.
Mpyers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for “Birds &

Bugbane’s white spires of flowers will provide some height to the shady areas in the land-
Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

scape.

Blooms” magazine. Her website
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Wayne Vincent

Wayne Vincent, 95, went on to
his heavenly home Sunday
morning, March 5, 2023, at
Macon County Nursing & Reha-
bilitation in Franklin, N.C.

Until Dec. 16, 2022, he lived
all his life in Tennessee. He was
born July 9, 1927, on a farm in
Hardeman County, to Aubrey
and Alma Vincent. In 1944, he
joined the U.S. Navy and de-
ployed to the Pacific to serve on
the USS Hancock. Upon return-
ing after the war, he continued
his service at U.S. Naval Air Sta-

tion Memphis, located in
Millington, Tenn., until his re-
tirement on May 1, 1975. During his time in Millington, he
married Dot Carlisle of Lucy, and together they had four chil-
dren. They lived outside of Millington and attended Lucy Bap-
tist Church where he was ordained a deacon and remodeled
Lucy Baptist Church as it stands now. Wayne and Dot owned
and operated Millington Contractors for more than 35 years
until Dot passed away in 2004. During this time he had become
an active member of Gideons International, traveling across the
U.S. and as far away as Venezuela and Ireland to participate in
Bible distribution. In 1987, he was elected State President of
the Gideons of Tennessee. Because his son was on the mission
field in Argentina, three separate times Wayne gathered volun-
teers to travel to Argentina to work on churches. In addition to
Gideon service, in 1975, he became an Auxiliary Probation Of-
ficer for Juvenile Court of Memphis and Shelby County, Ten-
nessee, and also worked alongside men from First Baptist in
Millington to visit with and witness to men in the West Ten-
nessee State Penitentiary.

In 2005, he married Marion Rice Anderson in Lucy. The cou-
ple lived in Millington and attended First Baptist Church of
Millington. Here, he served as an usher and Sunday School
teacher. In August 2016, they moved to Robinwood, an inde-
pendent living facility in Bartlett, Tenn. They lived here until
Marion’s death in December 2021, which led to Wayne moving
to North Carolina. While there, at the retirement facility and
three miles away from his daughter, he was cared for by nurses,
doctors and caregivers with whom he established such a bond.
His smile, wave, or just his presence became a joy for all of
them. In all he did, it did not matter who you were or who
you’d been, he loved you and lived a life devoted to serving
God.

He leaves behind his daughter, Jane “Janie” (Rusty) Renfroe
of Franklin, Gene Tate Vincent (Melanie) of Franklin, Ky.,
Alma (Dennis) Finger of Millington; six grandchildren, Jason
(Vonda) Renfroe, Anthony Vincent, Ginger Vincent, Candace
(Jamison) Hunley, Krystal (Preston) Visser; 11 great-grand-
children, Cooper and Landon Renfroe, Anzley and Kaiden
Harper, and Gracilyn Vincent, Macney and Mackenzey Hunley,
Aliza and Cora Visser; six surviving sisters, Helen Tolbert
(Memphis), Opal (Bill) Young (Memphis), Edith Pipkin (Mid-
dleton), Emily (Marvin) Mills (Middleton), Kathrine Perryman
(Memphis), and Sue (Bobby) Shelly of Middleton, Tenn.

He was predeceased by his son Glen Vincent in 2010, his
brother, Emmett Vincent and sister, Jen-O Newman.

A funeral service was held at Munford Funeral Home
Chapel, in Millington.

Memorials to Gideons International or First Baptist Church,
Millington, Tenn.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Vin-
cent family with local arrangements.

Wayne Vincent
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Jill Oliver Risk

Jill Fay Oliver Risk, 71,
passed from this life on Feb. 27,
2023. She was born on Nov. 11,
1951, to James Edwin and Joyce
Morris Oliver.

During her lifetime, she did a
wonderful job in showing her
great love for God, her family,
and her friends. But, Jill didn't
stop there. She loved and cared
about any and all who came
within her reach.

She was unpretentious. Just
like an open book, people aways
knew exactly where they stood - . .
with her. She loved everybody Jill Oliver Risk
and proved it with her generosity. Her time, love, and resources
were available to both individuals and groups. She waswilling to
help anyone anyway she could.

She had many interests. She liked traveling and seeing new
places. She also enjoyed shopping in consignment stores. She was
astickler for good grammar and wanted everything to be precise.
Even her notes and social media posts reflected her desire to com-
municate correctly. She owned along line of pets with Lexi and
Rocky, her last ones, being two of her favorites.

Her faith was very important to her as she was a member of
First United Methodist Church in Franklin, N.C.

She was amember of Moose Lodge #1985 in Sylva, N.C., and
Elks Lodge #1769 in Waynesville, N.C,. aswell as being the sec-
retary of her Homeowners Association. A big supporter of Men's
Challenge of the Smokies, she always helped provide refresh-
ments at their graduations.

Sheissurvived by her husband, John M. Risk; her son, Richard
Thomsen (Stephanie) of Port Orange, Fla.; her siblings, Brenda
Weeks (Don) of Middleburg, Fla., Ted Oliver (Susan), Sherri
Leggett (Jack), surrogate sister, Joann Miller, all of Tallahassee,
Fla.; and four step-children, Carolyn, John, James, and Jennifer
Risk; six grandchildren; one great-grandchild; and a number of
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents;
her first husband and high school sweetheart, Joe Thomsen; her
half-sister, Barbara Wilson; and her half-brother, Paul Oliver.

A Celebration of Lifewill be held Sunday, March 12, at 4 p.m.,
at First United Methodist Church in Franklin. Revs. David Beam
and Vic Green will lead the celebration. Another service will be
held at her final resting place on Monday, April 3, at 2 p.m., at
Tallahassee Memory Gardens, 4037 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee,
Fla.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Men's Challenge
of the Smokies, 336 Living Hope Way, Franklin, NC, 28734.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.

Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Cecil Johnson

Cecil Johnson, 77, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away at his resi-
dence, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023,
after aperiod of declining health.

He was born in Murphy, N.C.,
to the late Ralph and Pearl Orton
Johnson. He was preceded in
death by his parents, as well as
four brothers, RJ, Roy, Charlie,
and Danny Johnson: and a sister,
Hazel Brown.

He attended Cartoogechaye
Church of God. He owned and
operated Cecil’s Auto repair and
was very passionate about his
lifetime career as a mechanic.

Heis survived by his wife of 48 years, Teresa Kidwell John-
son; son, Adam Johnson (Tracy) of Franklin; four daughters,
Tracye Holland (Jeremy) of Franklin; Erin Henson (Hollis) of
Franklin, Heather Swanson (Terry) of Westville, Fla., Rosie
Hash of Pinehurst, N.C.; two brothers, Kenneth Johnson of
Akron, Ohio, Harvey Johnson of Jasper, Ga.; sister, Helen John-
son of Akron, Ohio; 19 grandchildren; and seven great grand-
children.

A funeral service was held Saturday, March 4, in the Chapel
of Macon Funeral Home. Pastor Eddie Brewer, Pastor Tracy Tal-
lent, and Pastor Darian Cochran officiated. Burial was in the
Addington Community Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Adam Johnson, Mitchell Thompson, Hollis
Whitehead, Jeremy Holland, Hunter Bentley, and Terry Swan-
son. Honorary pallbearers were Kenneth Johnson, Harvey
Johnson, Pierce Henson, Parker Henson, Gracin Holland, Carter
Johnson, and Joseph Hash.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Cecil Johnson

Christine McCall Wilson

Christine McCall Wilson, 92, of Highlands, N.C., passed away
a Fidelia Eckerd Living Center Sunday, March 5, 2023, after a pe-
riod of declining health.

She was born Aug. 8, 1931, to the late Rev. Jim McCall and
Dovie Moss McCall. She spent her youth in the Franklin, N.C., area
and her adult lifein Thompson, Ga., where she worked in the restau-
rant hospitality industry before returning to Highlands to spend her
retirement years.

Shewas of the Baptist faith. Her hobbiesincluded Stock Car Rac-
ing, reading, and riding her golf cart.

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her hushand,
Robert Wilson; brother, James Shirley McCall; and niece, Mary
Ann Houston Clayton.

Sheis survived by sister, Margie Houston; and brother, Richard
(Freda) McCall; niece, Cathy (Gary) Hoffman; nephews, Jeffery
(Debbie) McCall, and Jason (Sarah) McCall.

A funeral service will be held Friday, March 10, at 2 p.m., at
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home in Franklin with visitation at 1 p.m.
Burial will bein Sugar Fork Cemetery.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family.

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOYLE YORK, Owner
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George Ellison

George Ellison, 84, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away peacefully on
Feb. 21, 2023.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Rolf and Betty Mount
Ellison, and a son, Randall Elli-
son. He lived alife of love and
adventure.

He is survived by his wife,
LindaMuir Ellison; son, Drew El-
lison (Ginny) of Islamorada, Fla;
sister, Betty Eitnsier of Florida;
and a sister-in-law, Jill Greene of
Albuquerque, N.M.

No services are planned at this
time.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to AARC, 9425 N.
MacArthur Blvd, Suite 100, Irving, TX 75063-4706.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

George Ellison

John Allan Keir

John Allan Keir, 77, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away on Sunday,
March 5, 2023, after a period of de-
clining health.

Born in Staten Island, N.Y., he
was the son of the late John Andrew
and Bernice Moselle Welch Keir. In
addition to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Elaine
Catherine Keir.

Hefaithfully served in the United
States Marines, where he had two
toursin Vietnam. He was a member
of the VFW and could often be
four_ld atVito’_s H’_z_ze_land I_taliar_1 Tav- John Allan Keir
ernin Franklin visiting with friends.

Heis survived by two daughters, Paula Keir of Franklin, and
Heather Critchfield of Braselton, Ga.; two grandchildren, Cody,
and Kaycie Critchfield; brother, Frank Keir (Lawanda) of Mt.
Dora, Fla.; ason-in-law, Aaron Critchfield; and a nephew, \Wesley
Keir.

No formal services are planned.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Wounded War-
rior Project, PO. Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas 66675-8516.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Dale Jarrett Dean

Dale Jarrett Dean, 83, passed
away in his Franklin home on
March 1, 2023. He was born on
July 7, 1939, and was a lifelong
resident of Macon County.

He is preceded in death by two
sisters, LolitaA. Dean and Annie
Ruth Dean Cabe; a brother, Ralph
Dean; and his parents, John H. and
Lessie Ammons Dean.

He is survived by his brother,
Eugene Dean.

A graveside service was held
Monday, March 6, at the Holly
Springs Baptist Church Cemetery.

Online condolences can be left
at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Dean
family.

Dale Jarrett Dean


https://www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com/

20 THE MAcoN CouNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE

William Byron leads
Hendrick Motorsports
sweep at Las Vegas

Reid Spencer - NASCAR Wire Service

LAS VEGAS —William Byron won the most important
race of Sunday afternoon—by inches off pit road.

Quick work by Byron’s pit crew enabled the driver of the
No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet to beat teammate
Kyle Larson off pit road for an overtime restart in the
Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, and that was the
decisive factor in Byron’s fifth career NASCAR Cup Series
victory.

When Aric Almirola spun into the Turn 4 wall with four
laps left of a scheduled 267, the race turned upside down.
Larson held a two-second lead at that point and appeared the
almost certain winner.

After NASCAR called the fourth and final caution, Martin
Truex Jr. stayed on the track, with Byron, Larson and most of
the other contenders pitting for two tires. Byron’s crew was
a fraction of a second faster on the stop, and Byron claimed
a front-row starting spot for the overtime to Truex’s outside.

On the first overtime lap, Byron surged past Truex
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as the cars entered Turn 3 at the 1.5-mile track and
pulled away to win by.622 seconds over Larson and
by .766 seconds over teammate Alex Bowman. It was
the third time Hendrick Motorsports had finished 1-
2-3 in a Cup Series event.

The drivers accomplished the feat with their fourth
driver, Chase Elliott, watching from North Carolina
with team owner Rick Hendrick. Elliott broke his left
tibia in a snowboarding accident in Colorado on Fri-
day and will miss multiple races as he recovers from
surgery.

Josh Berry, substituting for Elliott, finished 29th,
two laps down, in his first race in NASCAR’s Next
Gen car.

“Yeah, just been really confident about the group of
guys that I have on this 24 team,” said Byron, who
led 176 of 271 laps, swept the first two stages and

William Byron, driver of the #24 RaptorTough.com
Chevrolet, and crew celebrate in victory lane after
winning the NASCAR Cup Series Pennzoil 400 at
Las Vegas Motor Speedway on March 05, 2023 in
Las Vegas, Nev. Photos by Meg Oliphant/Getty Images

cident forced overtime.

The first caution for an on-track incident didn’t
occur until Lap 183, nine laps after the final stage
went green. Pole winner Joey Logano, Brad Ke-
selowski and Kyle Busch were running three-wide
through Turn 4 when disaster struck.

With Keselowski’s No. 6 Ford in the middle,
Logano ran out of room to the outside, and after
contact with Keselowski’s car, Logano’s No. 22

won for the first time at Las Vegas. “They work ex-
tremely hard, and we spent a lot of time in the offseason just
going through running at the [simulator] with Chevy and ...
just trying to get better as a race car driver and as a team.

“Thinking of Chase back home. Wish he was out here with
us. He's a great race car driver, great tteammate. Wish he was
out here.”

For the overtime restart, Larson chose the inside lane be-
hind Truex and was bottled up behind the No. 19 Toyota. But

Josh Berry drove for the injured Chase Elliott coming in 29th in
the NASCAR Cup Series Pennzoil 400 at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway on March 5, in Las Vegas, Nev.

Larson acknowledged the race was lost on pit road.

“Damn,” Larson said with a wry laugh. “It's just part of
Cup racing. It seems like kind of laps down, lap by lap, and
then, sure enough, the yellow lights come on. You've just got
to get over that and then try to execute a good pit stop, and I
thought I did a really good job getting to my sign, and getting
to the commitment line.

“I had a gap to William behind me, and their pit crew must
have just done a really good job and got out in front of us, and
that gave up the front row. I knew I was in trouble with the
19 staying out. I felt like William was going to get by him.

“Yeah, just a bummer that we didn't end up the winner, but
all in all, William probably had a little bit better car than I
had today, and their pit crew executed when they needed to
there at the end.”

In the overtime scramble, Bubba Wallace finished fourth
and Christopher Bell fifth, both in Toyotas. Austin Cindric,
who had been lapped at one point, recovered to run sixth as
the top-finishing Ford driver. Truex, Justin Haley, Kevin Har-
vick and Daniel Suarez completed the top 10.

In a race that featured 13 lead changes among eight driv-
ers, Larson took the top spot in Lap 196, after restarting third
behind Denny Hamlin and Bowman on lap 190. The 2021
series champion extended his advantage to nearly five sec-
onds over Byron during an exchange of green-flag pit stops
before Almirola’s accident caused the fourth caution on Lap
263.

Byron had cut Larson’s lead to two seconds before the ac-

Ford bounced off the wall and spun into the in-
field grass.

Logano brought his car to pit road, but his crew couldn’t re-
pair the Ford before the seven-minute time limit ran out under
NASCAR’s damaged vehicle policy.

Asked whether Keselowski pinched him into the corner,
Logano replied, “Yeah, he did. I'm sure he didn’t mean to do
it. It is what it is. What are you going to do, right? We got
fenced.”

Dramatic late pass lifts Austin Hill to NASCAR Xfinity win

at Las Vegas

LAS VEGAS — Austin Hill ran down rookie pole winner
Chandler Smith from three seconds back, passed him as the
cars approached the white flag and held on to win Saturday’s
Alsco Uniforms 300 NASCAR Xfinity Series race at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway.

The victory was the second of the year for Hill, who won
the season opener at Daytona International Speedway. The
driver of the No. 21 Richard Childress Racing Chevrolet won
for the first time at Las Vegas and for the fourth time in his ca-
reer.

Smith’s car tightened up in the closing laps, allowing both
Hill and Justin Allgaier to pass him on the final two circuits.
Hill finished .268 seconds ahead of Allgaier, who was clos-
ing on the final lap but ran out of time.

Kyle Busch ran fourth in his first Xfinity Series start of the
season and lost his chance to complete a Las Vegas triple.
Busch won Friday night’s CRAFTSMAN Truck Series race
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at LVMS and came in 14th in Sunday’s
Pennzoil 400.

“When the 16 (Smith) got by me
(after a restart on Lap 98), I got really,
really loose off of (Turn) 3,” said Hill,
who led 19 laps and won Stage 2. “Al-
most wrecked it, saved it. The 16 got re-
ally far out. I just knew I had to not
abuse the tires and try to methodically
just work my way through traffic. The
track was really tough today. Had a re-
ally thin line between (Turns) 3 and 4. If
you missed it by —it seemed like a half
of an inch—you paid for it through the
whole lap.

“That’s just really what I stuck to all
race long, was just trying to be disci-

Austin Hill, driver of the #21 Global Industrial
Chevrolet, celebrates after winning the NASCAR
Xfinity Series Alsco Uniforms 300 at Las Vegas
Motor Speedway on March 4, 2023 in Las Vegas,
Nev. Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images

wheel and never got back in contention for the
win. Nemechek, who led 45 laps, finished sixth
behind Hill, Allgaier, Smith, Busch and Josh
Berry.

“Probably one of the fastest cars—just didn’t
execute,” Nemechek said. “It’s frustrating, but
to come home sixth after a loose wheel, going
to the back and driving back up through. Then
pitting and going to the back. Just shows the
speed, and we’ll have to go to Phoenix (next Sat-

plined through 3 and 4... I saw the 16 struggling in traffic
and my spotter Derek (Kneeland) was like, ‘Come on, baby.
You can get it!” I saw him get tight off of (Turn) 4 there, and
I'knew I painted the line perfectly. I knew if I could clear him
down the frontstretch, I felt like once we had clean air, we
could hold him off.”

In a green flag run to the finish that lasted 103 laps, Smith
took the lead from Busch on Lap 102 of 200, regained it on
Lap 146 after a cycle of pit stops and held it until Hill pow-
ered to the front on Lap 199.

“I just got a little tight there at the very end,” said Smith,
who led 118 laps. “It is what it is. That’s a tough pill to swal-
low. There are some things I could have done inside before
we started building tight. Getting by (lapped traffic)—we
needed to have a bigger bumper.

“Allin all, I can’t be too disappointed. It’s my sixth (Xfin-
ity) start, third start with Kaulig Racing. We had a really fast
Quick Tie Products Camaro, and I just really appreciate
(owner) Matt Kaulig, (team president) Chris Rice, everybody
at Kaulig Racing for bringing me on board, believing in me.
We’re going to win a few races this year, for sure.”

John Hunter Nemechek won the first stage but lost track
position when he had to pit on Lap 74 because of a loose

urday) and put it on them.”

The victory was Busch'’s first of the season, the fourth at his
home track and the 63rd of his career, extending his own se-
ries record.

After a restart on Lap 66, Busch stormed into the lead two
circuits later and built an advantage that, at its widest, ex-
ceeded seven seconds. It was his first race in the No. 51 truck
after KBM switched from Toyota to Chevrolet for the 2023
season.

Friday’s victory was the first in a potential weekend triple.
Busch is competing in the NASCAR Xfinity Series on Sat-
urday and the NASCAR Cup Series on Sunday.

“There were a couple dicey moments in traffic—not too
bad—but I would have loved to have raced with Zane,” said
Busch, who won the pole in Friday afternoon’s qualifying
session. “They kind of got off strategy where we were able to
cycle up and we got clean air for most of that last run.

“He came through the field and got to second, and we kind
of maintained. If we’d have been able to race it out, it would
have been a hell of a show. But all in all, just a great night
here, to be able to win in Las Vegas again—and you’ve got
to win the first to be able to win all three. Right?”

Smith, the reigning series champion, won the race’s first
stage and led eight laps.

“I’'m happy with our day,” Smith said. “We had a really
good Speedco Ford. Happy with our stage win. Got shuffled
back there in one of those late-race restarts and just kind of let
Kyle get away—and it’s so hard executing pit road chasing
him.

“Still happy with our day —another good points day. Cre-
ate some momentum and go on to the next one.”

Ben Rhodes ran third, followed by Corey Heim and Ty Ma-
jeski. Christian Eckes, second stage winner Carson Hocevar,
Chase Purdy, Grant Enfinger and rookie Jake Garcia com-
pleted the top 10.

Fifth-place qualifier Hailie Deegan crashed out in a back-
stretch wreck with John Hunter Nemechek and Ross Chastain
on Lap 60 to cause the sixth and final caution of the race.

Sam Mayer, Riley Herbst, Shel-
don Creed and Daniel Hemric com-
pleted the top 10.

Kyle Busch dominates NASCAR

Truck Series race at Las Vegas

LAS VEGAS —Kyle Busch rev-
els in changing circumstances.

Five days after winning at Auto
Club Speedway in his second
NASCAR Cup Series race in a
Richard Childress Racing Chevrolet,
Busch powered his own Kyle Busch
Motorsports Chevy to victory in the
NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Se-
ries.

Despite a couple of twitchy mo-
ments in traffic, Busch dominated
Friday night’s Victoria’s Voice Foun-
dation 200 at Las Vegas Motor

Speedway, leading 84 of 134 laps
and beating runner-up Zane Smith to
the finish line by 4.981 seconds.

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON
<
59°/44° 57°/38° 59°/42°  54°/40° 53°/30°
50% 95% 20% 60% 50%

Kyle Busch, driver of the #51 Zariz Transport Chevrolet, celebrates with a burnout after
winning the NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series Victoria's Voice Foundation 200 at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway on March 3, in Las Vegas, Nev. Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE answers oNPG. 15

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: THE OSCARS

ACROSS

1. Adam and Eve's son

5. Blink of an eye, for
short

8. Tricep location

11. Laughing on the in-
side, in text

12. _ bowl, frozen dish
13. Bid on a house, e.g.
15. Show off

16. Actor's role

17. Nostrils

18. *'Everything Every-
where All At Once" or "The
Fablemans" nominee

20. Trampled

21. Humpty without t

22. *Cate Blanchett's 6-
time nominated movie

23. Store in a silo

26. Tiny crustacean

30. Chop off

31. Not digital

34. Cut with a beam

35. Empty spaces

37. Not good

38. Relating to pond scum
39. Capri or Catalina

40. Lament

42.  Khan

43. Full event

45. *He's won the most
academy awards

47. Jump key

48. Not yes, nor no

50. Male sibs

52. *The Fablemans"
composer John ___, 53-
time nominee

55. Resin-producing tree
56. Call to Mary

57. Get-out-of-jail money
59. Bye, in Castile

60. Ages and ages

61. Competitive advantage
62. Appetite

63. Farm female

64. Fender-bender damage

DOWN

. Key often used with ctrl

. Gold rush, e.g.

. Purse with notions

. Leechee, alt. sp.

. Dandruff locale

. This bird gets the worm?

. Give a traffic ticket

. Big do

9. Cattail, e.g.

10. *"  Harris Goes to
Paris," Best Costume Design

O ~NOoO O wWwN B

nominee

12. Tarzan and such

13. Like beer at a kegger (2
words)

14, *'The Banshees of Inish-
erin" nominee

19. Polynesian dance, pl.
22. Dress like Ancient Greeks
23. *Austin Butler's gyrating
character

24. Gallows loop

25. Qil crisis

26. *Last year's Best Picture
winner

27. Like a Druid, e.g.

28. Missouri River tributary
29. Flying nuisance

32. Lend a hand in crime

33. Order's partner

36. *'Guillermo s
Pinocchio"

38. "My wife can vouch for
me," e.g.

40. Address to a boy, slangily
41. Bucolics

44. Desert traveler's hope
46. Bikini Bottom locale

48. Variation of meow

49. Skirt shape

50. Past tense of bid

51. Roman remain, e.g.

52. Cry of glee

53. Like a full-fledged Mafia
man

54. Leo or Libra

55. Jared's competitor

58. Allow

PETS OF THE WEEK

Macon County Animal Services,
Open M-F by appointment only, call
(828)349-2106.

Pictures of Lost and Available Pets,
www. facebook.com/maconcountyanimalservices

Sushi is 1.5 year old
male Lab mix that has
been at the shelter
since October.

He would thrive in an
adults only home as
the only pet.

Oreo is a 2 year old
female that has

been at the shelter
since October.

ADOPTION EVENT ON SATURDAY
3/11/23 FROM 10-2 AT THE SHELTER

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15
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PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING In-
terior/Exterior, Pressure Wash-
ing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Insured. Cell
(239)860-0117, home (828)332-
4382.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.

HEADSTONE CLEANING
Service. Tending to your loved
ones’ graves with care and re-
spect. They may be gone, but
they don’t have to look forgot-
ten. (828)736- 0942.

MELTON’S ROOFING Gutter
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your
Roof and Gutter Needs.

FREE ESTIMATES Rain Gutter
Clean Out. Yard Clean Up &
Care, Mulch. Pressure Clean-
ing. No Yard Too Large or Too
Small. Bob (828)342-5273.

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing, decks
and RV’s you name it. | can
bring my own water and your
estimate is free! For any ques-
tions call (828)200-5298. We're
happy to help!

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulich,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing,
Hardscapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, Design,
Grounds Maintenance, Fire-
wood and Much More! Licensed
& Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.

I'M LOOKING FOR AN Office
to Clean. Reliable and Depend-
able. If Interestted Please Call
(828)347-6284.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional service. Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully in-
sured. 20+ years experi-
ence.(845)807-1326.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL
Pumps, Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

CRANE BROS. WELL Dirilling,
6" Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free Es-
timates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.

MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also New Construction, Re-
pairs. 30 Years Experience,
(828)200-4478.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.

MURPHY’S PAINTING CO. In-
terior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks, In-
sured. Free estimates.
(828)332- 0525, (828)421-8600.

GRADING, FINISH Grading,
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524- 8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

Community Fundraisers

FISH FRY Friday March 10 &
24, 4:30 - 7 p.m. St. Francis
Catholic Church, 299 Maple St.,
fried whole fish and fish filets
with hush puppies, French fries,
coleslaw, dessert and bever-
ages. Dine-in or Take-outs
Available. Adults $15, Child’s
plate $5.

BINGO American Legion Hall,
614 W. Main St., Every
Wednesday. Doors open at 3:30
p.m., bingo 4 p.m. Snack Bar
Available.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL Res-
cue Thrift Store, Open Tuesday
thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm, 1521
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-
3046.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store, 1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.

Help Wanted

OPENING FOR Children’s Min-
istry Director (F/T or P/T). First
United Methodist Church in
Franklin. Experience in provid-
ing leadership in ministry with
children and families preferred.
Email  discipleship@firstum-
cfranklin.org for job descrip-
tion.

DONATION PICK-UP Lift up to
50 Ibs, Monday-Friday, Some
Saturdays, Nonsmoker. Able to
pass drug test. Apply at Habitat
for Humanity, 56 W. Palmer St.,
Franklin. M-F, 10-4.

THOMPSON  LANDSCAPE
CO. located in Highlands, NC,
is hiring full-time Maintenance
Crew Leader positions starting
at $18 per hour depending on
experience. Must have a valid
Driver’s License, willing to work
in some seasonal weather con-
ditions, able to lift 50 Ibs., good
work ethic, and responsible in-
dividuals who are looking for
good opportunities and ad-
vancements. Request an appli-
cation at greg23@thompson-
landscapeco.com or call
(828)526-5280.

HELP! Old Couple Needs Oc-
casional Yard Help. Any age, M
or F. Call (828)369- 3122.

LOOKING TO FIND Old Muz-
zle-Loading Gun with initials
carved in stock. No questions
asked. Will pay reasonable
price. (828)524- 7681.

Garage & Yard Sales

MULTI-FAMILY Yard & Estate
Sale. Antiques, Furniture,
Glassware, Household, Cloth-
ing and Accessories and Much
More! Friday 9-3 and Saturday
9-2 at Sweet Ophelia's, 308
Depot St. Next door to Sophisti-
cut Hair Salon. Don't Miss This
Sale.

Commercial Rentals

OFFICE FOR RENT Large 2
room suite in Franklin, Court-
house Plaza Building. Rent in-
cludes power, heat and air.
$790/month. Office available
for third room. Call (828)524-
7799.

OFFICE FOR RENT Large 1
Room Suite in Franklin,Court-
house Plaza Building. Rent in-
cludes power, heat and air.
$250/monthly. (828)524-7799.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

Misc. For. Sale

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE’S Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, Camo Net-
ting, Gl Wool Blankets,USMC
ILBE 3 Day Assault Packs.
WIC, Poncho Liner, Woobie.
We Buy, Trade all Types Military
Clothes, Field Gear. Open Mon-
day- Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-5,
329 Bennett Ridge Rd.
Franklin, (828)349-3140.
bandmsurplus@gmail.com

FARMERS MARKET 10-12,
Every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local
Farmers Market. Vegetables,
Honey, Soap, Pastries, Pre-
serves, Eggs. 200 Block East
Palmer.

SHIH TZU/POM Puppies. 1
male, 1 female. Favor the Shih
Tzu. Sweet personali- ties.
Shots and worming up to date.
$250 each. (828)200-5101.

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG Walkers
Needed at Macon County Ani-
mal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

LOOKING FOR A LOVING Pet
or Lost Pet. Macon County Ani-
mal Services, Open M-F by ap-
pointment call (828)349-2106.
Pictures of Lost and Available
Pets, www.facebook.com/maco-
nanimal
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Each additional word is 20¢. Deadline on Mondays at 3 pm.

26 W. Main Street * Franklin, NC 28734
maconcountynews@gmail.com

(828) 369-6767

$g 00

20 words or less

Let Us

SELL YOUR RV

WE CONSIGN ALL TYPES

80% SOLD IN 2022

9957 Georgia Road
Otto, NC
In Otto since [998 828-349-4500
Complete

Tree Removal

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

I
R

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

Beat The Rush!

Off Seasg
SALES
Pecials;

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Winter Service Specials

Mowers » Weed Eaters  Blowers e Etc.
Hours: M-F 8am-5pm Sat 8am-12pm

537 W. Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC
828-524-8911 « maconrentalco.com
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