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On Wednesday, Oct. 12, 
Sheriff Robert Holland pub-
lished a statement regarding a 
possible double homicide oc-
curring on Mack Branch. 

On Monday, Oct. 10, at ap-
proximately 10 p.m. the 
Macon County Sheriffs Office 
received a call from the Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Office 
advising they were in contact 
with a female from Macon 
County who had made some 
statements during the course 
of a field interview with their 
officers.  The JCSO requested that MCSO conduct a welfare 
check at a residence on Mack Branch Road in Macon 
County.  

After arriving at the Mack Branch residence, MCSO 
deputies saw what appeared to be a body on the floor.  
Deputies immediately made entry into the home and dis-
covered two bodies within the residence.  The bodies were 
located in two different locations.  Both victims appeared to 
have died as a result of gunfire.  Deputies immediately se-
cured the residence and the property and notified detectives 
with the MCSO Criminal Investigations Unit.   

Once on scene, an investigation was initiated and shortly 

Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer 
 
The Macon County Board of Commissioners unanimously 

approved the location of the Barbara McRae Memorial Proj-
ect (a birding viewing platform on the 
Little Tennessee River Greenway) at 
the Oct. 11 monthly meeting. Rita St. 
Clair, board member of Friends of the 
Greenway and member of the 
Franklin Bird Club, both of which 
McRae was a founding member, 
stated that “doing something in honor 
of her was important to us.” Several 
members from Friends of the Green-
way were in attendance at the meet-
ing. On behalf of the group, St. Clair 
requested approval for the proposed 
site of the viewing platform. She fur-
ther offered that “Barbara loved the 
Greenway, but she especially enjoyed 
time at the wetlands at Big Bear Park. 
The site was chosen in particular be-
cause McRae spent a great deal of time taking in all that na-
ture has to offer.” 

McRae was a local historian, journalist, and more, who 
was highly involved in the community. She passed away in 
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Cowee Heritage Center update 
Town of Franklin Council member Stacy Guffey presented 

an update on Cowee School Arts and 
Heritage Center (CSAHC) that in-
cluded introducing school Assistant 
Director Laura Brooks. Guffey 
pointed out that the center started in 
2010 with a three-day public meeting 
that conveyed ideas for the Cowee 
center. Actual operations started in 
2012 and the organization has been 
continuously working on putting 
numbers together for a grants push 
that will lead to additional improve-
ments. He estimated that 22,000 peo-
ple have been served since opening 
the Cowee heritage center. Guffey 
also pointed out that typically the cen-
ter has about 7,500 visitors annually 
– 5,000 local and 2,500 from outside 

the region. He thanked the commissioners and taxpayers for 

Franklin High School crowned a new Homecoming Queen at half-time of Friday night’s football game against North Henderson. 
Tori Ensley was selected as Homecoming Queen and Taylor Moss was named Maid of Honor. Escorting Tori is her father Todd, and 
Taylor’s father, Timmy is her escort. The court is chosen by the entire student body in their respective homeroom classes. The 
Homecoming Committee, made up of select faculty members chose the queen and the runner up.  For more photos of the Home-
coming Court as well as a wrap-up of the football game, see pages 12 & 13.
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thereafter the State Bureau of Investigations crime scene unit
was requested to assist the MCSO.  Throughout Monday night
and the next day investigators conducted interviews and fol-
lowed up on leads.  Following an interview with a suspect, in-
formation led investigators back to Jackson County. A vehicle
believed to be owned by one of the victims was located down
an embankment. The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and SBI
assisted Macon County investigators in a search at another lo-
cation in Jackson County where a firearm was recovered.  

Early on the evening of Tuesday, Oct. 11, Divinity Aleza
Guest, 22, was formally charged with two counts of second de-
gree murder without regard; breaking or entering; and injury to
real property.  Guest is the daughter of one of the victims. In-
vestigators are attempting to locate next of kin of the second
victim. 

“From the start we had little to no information and no sub-
stantial suspects,” said Sheriff Robert L. Holland.  “Because of
the  exceptional work of our investigators and the great work-
ing relationship with our law enforcement partners, we pro-
gressed throughout the day.  While investigators worked all
night and through the following day, they were able to recover
the murder weapon and make an arrest before the sun set again.”  

Guest remains in the Macon County Detention Center under
a $1 million bond.

The Macon County Sheriff’s Office is continuing to  follow
up with other information including seeking others who may
be involved.  Autopsy of both victims is currently being con-
ducted in Winston Salem at Wake Forest Baptist Hospital.  

Anyone with information is encouraged to contact MCSO
Criminal Investigations Unit Capt. Dani Burrows (828) 371-
1201 or Det. Matt Breedlove at (828) 349-2573.

SUSPECT Continued
from page 1COMMISSIONERS

their support that has provided a “place where people can go
to listen to traditional music through concerts series, various
arts and crafts programs, and a place where mountain cul-
ture and local culture can be passed down to future genera-
tions.”

Guffey went on to say that the Cowee School is an ex-
ample of a successful public, private, and nonprofit part-
nership. Over the past three years, the center has operated on
a baseline of $17,000, which has been leveraged, through
grants and donations from private and corporate donors, to
approximately $100,000. Brooks will be stepping into the
role of director at Cowee School as Guffey moves on to
other endeavors. The school was
also recently recognized with a
Mountain Heritage Award as the
Mountain Heritage Organization
of the Year from Western Car-
olina University. 

Nantahala library remodel 
discussed
Under old business, County

Manager Derek Roland and Jack
Morgan, director of planning,
permitting and development, pro-
vided an update on the Nantahala
Library and Community Center.
After multiple architecture serv-
ices firms backed out on their
support for the remodeling proj-
ect, a resolution was approved to

exempt architectural services for the project, which is in ef-
fect until January 2024. A new proposal came in at $28,000
and a draft scope of work is in place. A start date for the
project has not yet been determined.

The next regular scheduled meeting is on Nov. 8, Elec-
tion Day. The board still intends to hold the meeting as
scheduled at 6 p.m. at the Macon County Courthouse
Annex.

In addition, the Board announced a joint meeting with the
Macon County School Board, Tuesday Oct. 18, at 6 p.m., at
the Franklin High School campus Fine Arts Center. The
meeting will include schematic drawings presented by LS3P
for the new Franklin High School building project. The pub-
lic is invited and encouraged to attend.

Macon County commissioners meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
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MACON FURNITURE MART 560 DEPOT ST. • FRANKLIN, NC   
(828)369-8296 MaconFurnitureMart.com

$1199

DOUGLAS
Reclining Sofa

$1099

KENNEDY
Sofa

$899

AMY
Sofa

$499

JASPER
Rocking Recliner

$499

MORRISON
Rocking Recliner

$599

GIBSON
Rocking Recliner

CORONADO
Sofa

HAYES
Reclining Sofa
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Festival & Craft Show
Macon County
Fairgrounds

1436 Georgia Rd. • Franklin, NC

Crafters!  Food Trucks!  Raffles!  Kettle Corn!  Entertainment!
Giveaways!  Face Painting!  Games!  Little Rascals Pony Rides!

Pet Adoptions w/Gifts!  Fatz!  ChicFilA!  Veronica’s Café!  Kaylee’s Closet!

FREE ADMISSION – but please feel free to bring a pet item to 
put in the donation barrels for the rescues, Appalachian Humane 

Society, Saving Paws of Lakeland and Horse Tales Farm.

Ricky Gunter - Country Singer & His Band 
Friday, 2-4pm

Curtis Blackwell & Dixie Bluegrass Boys
Saturday, 12-2pm

Friday, Oct. 14 &
Saturday, Oct. 15

10am – 5pm

Horse Tales

EEqquuiinnee RReessccuuee

TDA approves support for Conquer the Mountain Half Marathon
Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer

At the monthly Franklin Tourism Devel-
opment Authority (TDA) meeting on Oct.
11, the Committee approved $2,000 in
funding support for the 8th annual Conquer
the Mountain (CTM) Half Marathon and
5K. Sponsored by the Smoky Mountain
Pregnancy Care Center (SMPCC), CTM is
scheduled for Nov. 5 this year and has con-
tinuously grown in status amongst the run-
ning community, even in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The USA Track and Field (USATF) or-
ganization certified CTM in 2020, which
according to SMPCC Executive Director
Jenny Golding, is “one of the few half
marathons in the Blue Ridge Mountains.”
It is also unique because it allows two-per-
son teams. In 2021, a 5K event was added
to CTM in order to increase participation.
After having 59 people participate last year,
Golding is counting on even more interest
this year with 36 runners already signed up
for both the Half Marathon and the 5K. Be-
cause most runners come from outside the
Macon County area, hotels and private
rentals should benefit from the event, as
well as restaurants and retail establish-
ments. SMPCC has spent significant time

and funding on advertising and after 22
years in Franklin is confident that aware-
ness of their organization will be height-
ened.  

Golding also pointed out that “because
the marathon route allows runners to be
seen by friends/family four times, it pro-
vides multiple opportunities to cheer on
participants through the event.”

Other new business discussed included
the Monster Mash on Main (MMM), sched-
uled for Oct. 29. Monster Mash started in
2020 and according to Brooke Reale, co-
owner of Kitchen Sink in Franklin and the
president of Streets of Franklin Heritage
Association, is a “family-friendly event for
all ages.” Merchants of Downtown Franklin
will be participating and many will have a
table set up outside their stores, handing out
candy and trinkets to children. Additionally
new this year, the Town of Franklin, in co-
operation with Ruby Cinemas, is playing
the movie “Hocus Pocus" at Town Hall.

Also scheduled for Oct. 29, and in sup-
port of the SK828 Franklin Skatepark Proj-
ect (SKSP), is PUNK’ins for the PARK
(PFTP). Tim Shaw, representing SK828,
provided information on the event, which
will be held at the Altered Frequencies en-
tertainment venue. Located at 110 Carolina

Mountain Drive in Franklin, the event will
run from 4 p.m. until midnight. The goal is
to raise at least $10,000, at which point Hot
Spot Gas and Convenience Stores has
promised to match with a $10,000 donation
of its own. The event will include 10 dif-
ferent bands and sideshow entertainers. It
will also include family-oriented activities,
such as a Halloween Costume contest, a
Pumpkin Painting contest, other prizes and
raffles, and a Hot Dog dinner. SKSP is
hopeful $20,000 can be raised to help build
a 6,000-square-foot concrete community
skate park.

Lastly in new business, Tim Crabtree pre-
sented a request for $2,500 to support the
9th Annual Franklin Ruby Drop, scheduled
for Dec. 31. Sponsored by Motor Company
Grill and Crabtree General Store, this year’s
event will begin at 10 p.m. in order to en-
courage more family participation. The
Franklin Town Board approved the closing
of Main Street, Iotla, and Phillips streets for
this year’s celebration. Music will be
played from 7-10 p.m. and Carolina Horse
and Carriage is also returning this year for
rides at the event.

Closing out the meeting was considera-
tion and discussion of TDA funding of cap-
ital projects, such as recreational

infrastructure. Town Council members
Stacy Guffey and David Culpepper pre-
sented input in support of funding consid-
eration by the TDA. Under distribution and
use of tax revenue, as stated in General As-
sembly of North Carolina Senate Bill 1060,
the Town of Franklin TDA “shall use at
least two-thirds of the funds remitted to it
… to promote travel and tourism in
Franklin and shall use the remainder for
tourism-related expenditures.” These ex-
penditures are “designed to increase the use
of lodging facilities, meeting facilities, or
convention facilities in the town or to attract
tourists or business travelers to the town. 

According to Culpepper, “Outdoor
rec[reation] recently took over building as
the number-one industry in North Car-
olina.” 

As potential investments, he also pointed
out a walkway or birding path through the
marsh in town and possible changes to the
Bartram Trail by rerouting into the Rec Park
and eventually into downtown Franklin and
directly by the Nikwasi Mound can result
in increased exposure and ultimately more
tourism dollars.  

The next TDA meeting is scheduled for
Monday, Nov. 14, at 5:30 p.m. in the Town
Hall Board Room.
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Hello my friends, this is Sarah aka ‘Diva’ asking for your 
help for my sweetheart husband Rick Miller. Rick has been

hospitalized 7 times this year from his weak heart and 
sepsis from a UTI infection twice. Sepsis is so serious and 
he is once again fighting to survive. I am trying to raise

money to enable him to live in his home. We have 22 cement
steps and a ramp has to be built to wheelchair him in and a
walk in shower put in for him to function. We currently 
have the old bathtub type and he cannot lift his leg.
As you all are aware, Rick is a strong ‘American’ man 
and has a strong love of life, his wife, family, dogs and
friends. We have been happily married 47 years and 
together 52! Many of you know him Divas on Main, 
the apparel business in Atlanta and his political and 
community involvement in Franklin. Anything would 

help and be very much appreciated. 

Love to you all, Rick & Sarah.

Motorized wheelchair badly needed.
To donate, contact Sarah Miller 

at 1-770-757-7500
or Divas on Main Facebook

Leaf Lookers Gemboree coming to Franklin 
This October will find the mountains alive with color in

more ways than one as the 30th Annual Leaf Lookers Gem-
boree opens at the Macon County Community Building just
south of Franklin, NC  off U.S. Highway 441.  Gem and min-
eral dealers from across the Southeast will be on hand dis-
playing and selling their products against the backdrop of
spectacular fall color October 21-23, 2022.

The Leaf Lookers Gemboree will feature a wide variety
of items including fine finished jewelry, rough and cut gems,
lapidary equipment, minerals, fossils and collectibles.  Deal-
ers will also be available to custom make that special piece
of jewelry you’ve always dreamed of.

“We have a lot of new dealers setting up at our show
this year because the Franklin shows are among the best in

the country,” said Linda Harbuck.   “A variety of dealers and
a special demonstration booth setup   by   the Gem & Min-
eral Society of Franklin add great value to this show in con-
trast to similar shows in the southeast.” concluded Harbuck. 

Admission price is only $2.00 and those 15 and under
will be admitted free.   The Gemboree will be open from
10am until 6pm on Friday and Saturday and 10 am until 4
pm on Sunday.  For more information, contact the Franklin
Chamber of Commerce at 828-524-3161.
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Candidate profiles: County commissioners Part I 
The deadline for voter registration for the upcoming mid-

term election is Friday, Oct. 14. Early voting begins on Thurs-
day, Oct. 20. In Franklin, voters can cast their ballots at the
Robert C. Carpenter Community Building on Georgia Road;
and Highlands early voters may vote at the Highlands Civic
Center, 600 N. 4th Street, Highlands. 

The Macon County News traditionally provides an opportu-
nity for candidates to address potential voters with their expe-
rience and credentials as well as their stance  on issues facing
the county. This week, Part I of commissioner candidate pro-
files include District 2 candidates Betty Cloer Wallace, in-
cumbent Ronnie Beale, incumbent Gary Shields; and District
1 candidate John Shearl.

Betty Cloer Wallace
Betty Cloer Wallace’s experience includes a lifetime of pub-

lic service: is a 5th generation Maconian; has four university
degrees in California, Georgia, and North Carolina, including
Doctorate in Public Administration, UGA; was an associate su-
perintendent, Macon County Schools; director, Western Re-
gional Education Center (WNC); superintendent, Vance
County Schools (17 schools, 1,100 employees); assistant State
Superintendent, NC Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh;
US Department of Education Fellow, Washington, DC; Asso-
ciate Superintendent, NW Arctic Borough, Alaska; Adjunct
Professor, WCU and SCC; numerous boards and commissions
for industrial recruitment, facilities planning, and economic de-
velopment, She is also an Amazon book author; a tree farmer
(native hardwoods); the NC Democratic Party, State Secretary
(elected two terms), State Executive Committee, and Executive
Council.

Gary Shields
Gary Shields’ career occupation was a teacher and school

administrator in public education for 37 years.  He had the op-
portunity to teach and be a school administrator in the Kings
Mountain School District for eight years. Shields returned to
the Macon County School System where he taught and pro-
vided Guidance Counseling services at Nantahala School then
later transferred to Franklin High School as counselor and as-
sistant principal.  He was given the opportunity to become a
principal at Union Elementary School for 5 years then in 1988-
89 school year, returned back to Franklin High School and had
the honor to become the principal for the next 21 years, retir-
ing in June 2010.

After retiring in June 2010, he was elected in November to
a four year term with the Macon County Board of Education.
In 2014, he was elected to the Macon County Board of  Com-
missioners and will finish his second four-year term in No-
vember 2022 and is actively pursuing a third four-year term
beginning in 2023.

Shields said his greatest education was serving in the United
States Army and serving his country and being a Vietnam vet-
eran. 

“To understand one’s Oath to his country and the true mean-
ing of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag, was,
too, an educational moment that still lasts today,” he said. 

Shields is a product of the benefits of public education and
the college and university systems in North Carolina.  I com-
pleted my undergraduate degree in Social Science in 1973 from
Gardner-Webb College (University).  In 1975, he completed
his Master of Education Degree from the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte, at night, and upon returning back to Macon
County, while working with the MCBOE, he received my MA
Degree in Guidance and Counseling from WCU via UNC-
Charlotte.

Ronnie Beale
Ronnie Beale is a 1973 graduate of Franklin High School

and attended Southwestern Community College.  He has been

married to Lena (Cissy) Beale for 42 years and is the proud
parent of three children, Cara Beale Higgs, Evan and Barrett.
He has been president of Beale Construction, Inc. since 1980;
owned and operated All Seasons Storage from 1998 to 2022;
and owned and  operated Carolina Mini Mart from 1999-2020.  

Serving in the community, Beale has been: Past President
of the Franklin Chamber of Commerce; Past President of the
Franklin Daybreak Rotary Club; Past Chairman of the Macon
County Planning Board; Served on the Board of Directors of
Entegra Bank for 20-plus years; Past Chairman of the March
of Dimes; Past Master of Junaluskee Masonic Lodge; Am-
bassador to Oasis Shriners; presently serves as Vice Chair of
the Southwest Commission; Presently serves as Vice Chair of
Vaya Board of Directors (Mental Health for 31 western coun-
ties); presently serves on the Board of Directors of the Macon
County Fair; presently serves on Board of Directors of the
Cherokee Preservation Foundation

Elected Positions: has served the citizens of Macon County
as a County Commissioner since 2006; was elected president
of the North Carolina County Commissioners Association in
2014 by the vote of County Commissioners from across the
state; currently serves on the Board of Directors of the North
Carolina County Commissioners Association; was named
County Commissioner of the year in North Carolina in 2016.

“During my tenure as County Commissioner, we have man-
aged to keep one of the lowest property tax rates in the State
of North Carolina; Capital outlay has increased by 33% to ap-
proximately $9.9 million in fiscal year 2023. the county’s out-
standing debt has decreased by 22%; the unassigned fund
balance has increased by 100% which plays a key role in
Macon County’s solid financial position,” said Beale.  “If re-
elected my door is always open, as it has been for the past 16
years, to all Macon County citizens.  My goal is simple.  To
help our community in any way possible.”

John Shearl
John Shearl and his wife Lila have been married for 36

years. They have three sons Allen, Michael and Jared, and two
daughters-in-law, Sarah Kimsey and Jenna Jasinski; four
grandchildren, Cameron, Weston, Ruby, and Peyton. 

Shearl is a 1987 graduate of Franklin High School; a NC
Licensed Contractor; owner of J & J Lawn and Landscaping
Services in Highlands; founder of Shearl Produce inOtto,; and
a retired Highlands Firefighter and Medical Responder. 

Why are you running for commissioner?
Wallace: “My experience and credentials in public service

administration and economic development have been a half-
century of preparation for serving as a Macon County Com-
missioner. I want to work toward practical and sustainable
change, to help reverse the top-down authoritarianism that has
controlled our Board of Commissioners for many years, to
give a greater voice to our citizens in our local government,
and to help create a more moderate and balanced governmen-
tal representation of our residents as per gender, community,
vocation, social needs, and financial wherewithal.  

“We must change our current societal and economic trajec-
tory if we want to slow down the exodus of our young fami-
lies, take care of our elderly and disabled citizens, and move
forward as a viable and economically competitive county.”

Shields: “Having served two, four-year terms, I have be-
come invested in Macon County and I enjoy helping to give
and receive input on the direction of Macon County.  I believe
that public education is an ‘investment’ not a ‘expense’ be-
cause the returnable benefits for the county and youth of today
and tomorrow will be long lasting.

“Unfinished business that I have been involved in for the
past eight years is the magnet or driving force that pushes me
on for closure in many areas.  I serve on nine chairman-ap-
pointed, local liaison boards and committees and serve on six

non-appointed liaison boards
to include the Southwestern
Community College Board of Trustees and the Regional
Southwestern Workforce Development Board

Beale: I am running to: 
1) Continue working with our local school board to give all

of our students the best opportunities to succeed. 
2) Stay committed to provide broadband to as many house-

holds as possible in Macon County. 
3) Work every day to improve the quality of life for all Ma-

conians.  
4) Work diligently in mental health and substance abuse area

which affects all of our families as I have done since being
elected in 2006. 

Shearl: To instill conservative values and leadership to dis-
trict 1 County Commission seat.

What do you think the role of a commissioner is?
Wallace: “The role of the Board of Commissioners is serv-

ice through policy-making and oversight of legal matters per-
taining to the public, oversight of administrative functions to
ensure that all citizens are heard equitably and fairly, and re-
sponsible expenditure of tax money provided by citizen share-
holders for the public good of everyone.  Local government
belongs to our citizens and should transpire from the bottom
up, not from the top down.  It is not a business with a bottom-
line profit and should not be operated as a business; it is a pub-
lic service for ensuring that taxpayer money is used according
to the wishes of ‘we the people’ who generate it—all the peo-
ple, not just some with special interests.”

Shields: “Being a Macon County Commissioner is not just
coming together once a month to talk about the agenda.  The
agenda provides directional movement of what has occurred
and what needs are to occur.  The greatest assets a commis-
sioner has is the time and energy to assist with liaison assign-
ments and help in providing directions for the betterment of
Macon County. Through one’s liaison assignments, you will
meet the businesses, people and many ‘volunteers’ who help
keep Macon County great.”

Shearl: Levy taxes, collect taxes, adopt a budget and provide
essential services.

Macon County has been hard hit in the last few years with
major retailers pulling out of the county. Do you think any-
thing can be done to recruit retailers to Macon County?

Wallace: “Retailers go wherever there are profits to be

Betty Cloer Wallace

Ronnie Beale

John ShearlGary Shields
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Buy 1 Hour of
HydroMassage

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC 

(828)524-2419 or 
(828)524-3395

Get 1 Hour
FREE
Must present coupon

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd. 
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC •  (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

made.  Simple as that.  A local economy must be advantageous
for ‘we the people’ before it can support significant retailers;
and a local economy is dependent on jobs that can support fam-
ilies, educational opportunities, healthcare, public safety, and
affordable housing.  Otherwise we are left with our current dol-
lar store economy, service jobs, and proliferation of inferior
cheapness. 

“We have an Economic Development Commission that is
virtually unknown and functions outside the purview of the
Board of Commissioners.  The EDC should be brought under
the administrative oversight of the commissioners (or a new
one formed), become transparent to the public it is supposed to
serve, and recruit retailers and industries by aggressively mar-
keting our county through numerous commercial associations
and networks.”

Shields: “I serve as a liaison member to the Economic De-
velopment Commission and Franklin Area Tourism Develop-
ment Committee.  As a EDC member, we do not have the
available ‘workforce’ to fill our many vacancies today.  We
have numerous ‘underemployed’ people working today but
skilled workers are at a minimum.

“Major retailers leaving Macon County is a ‘signal’ to busi-
nesses that may view Macon County as a prospect for their
business.  Our employment rate is great but this high percent-
age rate does not show a ‘workforce’ that is available for im-
mediate work.  I still believe there is a ‘honor’ code among
major retailers that they will not build their businesses by en-
ticing others to leave their immediate jobs causing additional
problems.

“The ‘magnets’ that attract people to come to Macon County
are many and our tourism industry is environmentally clean
and retirees bring a tremendous ideology to our area. But
presently Macon County is in a ‘affordable housing’ crunch

and to add the lack of ‘affordable rental dwellings’ gives great
concern to our tourist industry to include  major retailers in the
decision to invest in Macon County.  Our new AMC hospital
is a tremendous plus for attracting investors to our area and the
Macon County Broadband Committee is making strides to
seek GREAT Grants providers to connect our communities to-
gether.”

Shearl: I believe we need a very strong economic develop-
ment team.

Do you support the quarter cent sales tax referendum and
the county’s plan for the more than $2 million it is estimated
to generate?

Wallace: “Yes, if it is clearly designated for schools without
displacing other funding, which is highly unlikely.  The sales
tax hike has been disingenuously oversold by our commis-
sioners in several ways—primarily as an income from tourists
without acknowledging that most buying in our county is done
by our own residents year round.  Also, the minuscule amount
of revenue from the sales tax is not a drop in the bucket when
applied to the exorbitant cost of our projected little toy high
school, a cost that conservatively will reach $150 million over
the next three decades. 

“Furthermore, the only reason the commissioners are put-
ting a sales tax on the ballot now is because public voting on
sales tax is state law; and they are obfuscating the fact that it
will do very little to help our overall economic wellbeing, that
we will be paying the sales tax forevermore, and that their top-
down decision (without a public hearing) to build an inade-
quate little toy high school has not been popular.

Shields: “100%!  When the 2007 legislative session of the

See PROFILES page 8
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North Carolina General Assembly granted the ‘County Boards
of Commissioners the authority to levy, subject to voter ap-
proval, an additional one-quarter-cent  county sales-and-use
tax,’ I see this as an opportunity to reduce our property tax.
This 1/4-cent sales tax is projected to generate $2 million an-
nually and could help capital needs in our school system which
relies on our property taxes.  Of our region of seven counties,
six of those counties have voted in favor of the one-quarter-
cent sales tax.”

Shearl: “The proposed sales tax increase is exactly where it
should be – on a referendum and the voters will decide by vote
on the Nov. 8th ballot.

What do you see as the greatest challenge facing Macon
County?

Wallace: “Economic development, primarily jobs.  Statis-
tics for two decades shows that our poverty level remains at
30% and that we are continuously losing our young families
because of lack of good jobs, healthcare, vocational options,
and social opportunities.  Those areas should be our immedi-
ate and long-range focus with emphasis on comprehensive fa-
cilities planning for our schools, court system, law
enforcement, senior services expansion, healthcare options, and
a multi-purpose civic center.  

“Better communication between our local government and
public could be greatly improved by way of a Public Relations
and Public Information Office with broadband expansion into
all parts of our county.  Furthermore, we the people must insist
that our local government illuminate the will of the people
rather than continuing their authoritarian top-down decision-
making.”

Shields: “As a member of the Macon County Broadband
Committee and the “necessity” of today of having cell and
broadband service, this has shown to be the greatest challenge
for me.”

Beale: Top three issues facing our county:
1) Providing our children with the tools to succeed.  We must

continue investing in our children as they are the future of
Macon County.  Since being elected we have constructed two
new schools, placed additions on three schools and totally ren-
ovated several schools; and provided a teacher supplement
while working closely with our local board of education. 

2) Access to quality broadband.  Macon County must con-
tinue working with local providers to expand broadband inter-
net access.  In August 2022, we completed the $1.5 million
South Macon Fiber Backbone project.  This would not have
happened without support of the majority of the county com-
missioners, which appropriated $580,000 to this very important
project. 

3) Housing is crucial to economic development.  We have
excellent schools, a new medical facility, low crime rate, abun-
dant natural resources and great recreational facilities.  These
qualities combined which the continued expansion of broad-
band internet makes Macon County a very attractive location
for potential employers/individuals.  What we are missing?  Af-
fordable housing.  It is the most important factor.  Not only to
economic development, but to the future of our county.  We
must work with federal and state governments in providing af-
fordable housing. 

Shearl: The 50.7% increase in land values in Macon County
from the 2023 reevaluation.

PROFILES Continued from page 7

FHS Marching Panther Regiment Grand Champions 
The Franklin High School Marching Panther Regiment brought home five first place trophies from the Jaguar Classic last Sat-
urday. Awards include 1st Place Overall Percussion of the day; 1st Place Overall Colorguard of the day; 1st Place Overall Music
Performance; 1st Place Ovrall Visual Performance; and 1st Place overall Grand Champions. The band competed at New Man-
chester High School just outside Atlanta, in Douglasville, Ga., against some of the top 12 bands in the southeast. Director Buddy
Huckabee said, “We have continually improved over the semester and I am very proud of the progress this group has made over
the past semester.  We have a very young group with a lot of freshmen, and they are stepping up to the plate and the whole band
is hitting home runs.”  This Saturday the band will attend the southern invitational championships in Atlanta against bands
from North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama and is the last competition of the season. After this weekend, the band
will be preparing for the Veterans Day parade, and will perform in three Christmas parades. The annual fruit sale is under way
to offset the fuel costs of their Universal Studios trip coming in January, where they will be playing at the Harry Potter anniver-
sary celebration in Orlando, Fla.

TheMaconCountyNews.com

Read The Macon
County News Online
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Deena C. Bouknight 
Contributing Writer 
 
In the July 28 edition, The Macon 

County News reported on 64-year-old, 
local missionary Loren Kennedy, who 
is traveling periodically to Ukraine to 
deliver food as well as the Biblical 
Gospel to Ukrainians. At the end of 
September, he returned to Franklin 
after traveling in Ukraine for seven 
weeks.   

“The main reasons to come home 
are to see my wife and family and to 
provide updates to churches and or-
ganizations about what’s happening in 
Ukraine,” said Kennedy. “There is so 
much need, physically and spiritually. 
I’m able to share the Gospel almost 
daily.” 

Following the publishing of the re-
port of Kennedy’s efforts, an increas-
ing number of people donated to 
Sanctuary Relief, which provides the 
funds in Ukraine to purchase food, 
medicine, and – for the winter months – blankets, coats, hats, 
gloves, socks and more. Through August and September, 
Kennedy assisted Ukrainian volunteers, many of whom rep-
resent churches in the country, to distribute thousands of boxes 
of non-perishable food.  

Kennedy visits churches and villages that were previously 
occupied by Russian forces. One area of focus is in northeast-
ern Ukraine and is seven miles from front-line fighting. Al-
though many villages and cities in Ukraine are shelled daily 
by Russian soldiers, Kennedy said most missiles are inter-
cepted. However, the Ukrainian people regularly tell him sto-
ries “too graphic to print” of the horrors they have experienced 
since Russian soldiers invaded Ukraine in February.  

Many people look to churches for help, and Kennedy said 
Ukrainian pastors are overwhelmed and exhausted.  

“It’s amazing what the churches are doing in the midst of 
the chaos. Pastors are burned out with people needing physi-
cal and spiritual help. It’s a constant seven-day-a-week job 
right now.” 

One goal, when he visits the country, is to give pastors and 
church leaders a break. He said anywhere from a few people 
to hundreds will gather to hear “the encouraging message of 

the Gospel.” 
“The people might come to a gathering looking depressed, 

not interested in singing or praying. But then I share the hope 
that is found in a relationship with Jesus – a simple Gospel 
message and some basic stories from the Bible. And I share my 
testimony. The change in people’s eyes and countenance ... 
Soon they are smiling, responding, and praying … from total 
despair to almost joy,” he said. 

Two gatherings on the same day included 900 people total. 
Around 1,800 food boxes were provided to refugees, who are 
people who have either lost their homes due to shelling and 
Russian soldiers invading their communities or who have been 
displaced to other areas in Ukraine for the same reasons. One 
church that Kennedy assisted “has fed 65,000 families in six 
months – with food being supplied by various organizations 
and churches,” he said.  

Some of the stories Kennedy has heard include how homes’ 
windows are blown out due to shelling. Kennedy and volun-
teers have replaced some homes’ windows in preparation for 
the approaching winter. Families are having to crowd into sur-
viving homes when their homes are destroyed from shelling.  

“We can’t rebuild everyone’s homes or replace windows on 

everyone’s homes, but they know we care about them and we 
do what we can,” said Kennedy.  

Common reports from Ukrainians are that Russian soldiers 
who invaded their towns and villages dug holes in back yards 
to park their tanks. “Can you imagine a tank in your back 
yard?” asked Kennedy, who shared, “A 90-year-old woman 
also told me she saw a helicopter fly over her house and it de-
stroyed dozens of homes in her neighborhood within a few 
minutes. People are also hiding out in root cellars.” 

He learned of a married couple that was part of a convoy of 
10 cars trying to get away from intense fighting. The convoy of 
10 turned into about 100 cars, with all the people in the group 
“praying constantly” and ultimately getting through intense 
fighting unscathed.  

“I’m seeing and hearing miracles daily.”   
Although Kennedy said, “People in Macon County have 

honestly been so great about supporting Sanctuary Relief and 
the efforts in Ukraine,” many people are either weary of hear-
ing about the war in Ukraine or they think the war is not very 
serious.  

“We need to keep people informed and help them to realize 
that the war is still going on and the people there are still suf-
fering and struggling. To see their country damaged, their 
homes and properties damaged, their friends and loved ones 
hurt or killed … Many Ukrainians I talk to don’t think people 
in the United States really care. Communication services are 
out in many areas, so they don’t know what Americans are 
doing to help.”   

Kennedy will return to Ukraine in November and will be 
there for a few months. Even after the war is over, he plans to 
assist – through Sanctuary Relief – in whatever way is needed 
to help people reclaim their lives.  

“There are lots of good sides to why God has me over there,” 
he commented.  

Besides items already mentioned, Sanctuary Relief will also 
provide some Ukrainians with solid-log-type fuel for wood 
stoves and small electric or propane heaters.  

“We are still trying to purchase as much as possible in the 
country so that the Ukrainian economy benefits. The economy 
in the country needs to keep going and it needs to make a come-
back.”  

Kennedy’s goal is to feed 10,000 families on his next trip. 
Anyone interested in donating or assisting Ukrainian 

refugees can visit the website or contact Kennedy at sanctu-
aryrelief@gmail.com. 

Sanctuary Relief missionary returns from Ukraine with war effort update 

Homes in Ukraine have undergone intensive shelling from Russian forces, blowing out windows and leaving rubble in its wake.

Local missionary Loren Kennedy returned to Franklin in late September to provide updates on all the assistance efforts through Sanctuary Relief that are 
occurring in war-torn Ukraine. One church in Ukraine has fed 65,000 families in six months. Kennedy plans to return to the war-torn country in November.
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Relief teams helping with Hurricane Ian aftermath
Deena C. Bouknight 
Contributing Writer 
 
As soon as the high winds 

stopped blowing and flood wa-
ters receded, N.C. Baptist Dis-
aster Relief via Baptists on 
Mission was requested by 
Florida Baptist Disaster Relief 
to serve Hurricane Ian sur-
vivors in some of the hardest 
hit parts of Florida. Answering 
this call has been at least a 
dozen Macon County resi-
dents, thus far.  

According to the National 
Satellite Data and Information 
Service, “On the morning of 
Sept. 28, Ian intensified into a 
Category 4 hurricane over the 
Gulf of Mexico, with maxi-
mum sustained winds of 155 
mph, just shy of a Category 5 
storm. … It was the strongest 
hurricane to hit Florida since 
Michael in 2018. … Ian thrashed parts of Florida’s western 
coast, bringing intense winds, heavy rainfall, and catastrophic 
storm surges. A storm surge with inundation of an unprece-
dented 12 to 18 feet above ground level was reported along the 
southwestern Florida coast, and the city of Fort Myers itself 
was hit particularly hard with a 7.26 foot surge — a record 
high.” 

Gary Holland, the local director of missions for Macon Bap-
tist Association in Franklin, quickly organized a disaster relief 
crew of about seven individuals to travel to Florida the morn-
ing of Oct. 3. Another crew left the following Monday, Oct. 
10.  

“Crews are housed at New Hope Church in Cape Coral, Fla., 
and crews are involved with assisting the community with 
clean up and in other essential ways,”  Holland said. 

Wayne Hughart was part of the first team of disaster relief 
volunteers. He returned to Franklin after spending a few days 
primarily covering roofs damaged by high winds. Hughart, 
who specializes in sheet rock construction, has been involved 
in disaster relief since the 1980s and has assisted not only Bap-
tists on Mission but the efforts of Samaritans Purse as well with 
everything from rebuilds and clean-up to sundry emergency 
response needs.  

“I use my construction skills where needed,” he said.  
He pointed out that anyone willing and able can assist for a 

few days, a week, and longer with covering roofs, removing 
debris and trees, cleaning up trash, and tearing out flooded ma-
terials from homes.   

Already trained and in place is a Baptists on Mission team 
that manages a food trailer that has the capability of providing 
more than 20,000 meals a day.  

Some of the tasks that disaster relief groups from Macon County are tackling in Florida due to 
Hurricane Ian, include tree and debris removal and covering damaged roofs.

“They are feeding residents in need and volunteers. Churches 
house volunteers. And often a van or other vehicle takes groups 
down to the disaster relief sites, so people who want to help 
typically do not have to spend any of their own money except 
maybe to get a meal on the way down and on the way back,” 
said Hughart.  

He added that needs for groups of volunteers will continue 
for months to come. He assisted with repairing and rebuilding 
of homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Flo-
rence months after those hurricanes hit.  

He compared the damage in the Ft. Myers area by Hurricane 
Ian to Hurricane Katrina, citing the September natural disaster 
as “not quite as devastating. But because of the population, the 
hurricane impacted so many people. It seems everyone knows 
someone who lost their life because of the flooding. Someone 
commented to me that there may not have been enough warn-
ing for people to think of getting out of the area, which is why 
the high death rate (close to 100 so far.)” 

Hughart said his motivation to help people in need, “springs 
from my Christian faith. If you say you love your neighbor, 
helping them is putting that love in action. When people are at 
a crossroads due to a setback, there is also an opportunity for 
them to hear of the good news of eternal life through Christ. 
They are more willing to a message of hope and encourage-
ment.”  

He is planning on returning to Florida at the end of October.  
“There’s so much work for months to come.” 
Anyone interested in learning more about Baptists on Mis-

sion Hurricane Ian relief efforts can visit www.baptistsonmis-
sion.org and fill out an application; or call Gary Holland at 
(828) 524-3215.

SUBSCRIBE 
    FOR ONLY

Per Year • Includes Tax

$29.00

26 W. Main St. 
Franklin, NC

(828)369-6767
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2022-’23 Franklin High School Homecoming court 

Hope Smith & Jason SmithCallie Roper & George RoperMcKayla Sanders & Skip SandersJacelyn Rios & Salvador Rios

Abby Carpenter & Dennis CarpenterSara Crupi & Brian Crupi

McCall Sanders & Skip SandersMeliah Mason & Matthew Mason

Cali Queen & Justin Hodgin

Andrea Terrell & Brian TerrellTaylor Moss & Timmy Moss

Tori Ensley & Todd Ensley
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Dan Finnerty – Sports Writer 
 
On a beautiful, crisp October Friday night, the Franklin High School (FHS) 

homecoming queen was announced and the Panthers routed North Henderson, 
35-3. The FHS Homecoming Committee chose a queen and runner-up from a 
court made up of 14 nominees. Senior Taylor Moss garnered Maid of Honor 
(2nd place) while Senior Tori Ensley was named Homecoming Queen for 2022. 
Prior to the crowning, each Homecoming Court member was driven around 
the football field track in a convertible to the cheers of football fans and fam-
ily members and then escorted to the 50-yard line for photographs. 

As for the Oct. 7 football game, the Panthers led the Knights from start to fin-
ish to go 3-1 in conference play and 5-2 overall. Junior Chance Pitts (#20) was 
named Player of the Game. From his inside linebacker position, Pitts had four 
tackles, some for crucial yardage losses, that helped solidify the dominating 
performance. Junior Beau Paulson (#16) also had a strong offensive game, in-
cluding an option pass to Ashton Shope (#2) for a touchdown (TD) to close out 
the first half scoring for a 21-0 lead. Place kicker Daniel Riddle was once again 
accurate and productive, making all five points after touchdown. Franklin was 
very balanced overall on offense with 184 yards on the ground and 180 through 
the air. Quarterback Davis Anders (#12) had one of his best games thus far in 
the season, going 12/13 for 160 yards with one touchdown and one intercep-
tion. Running back Ty Handley (#15) again delivered with two TDs, one rush-
ing and one receiving. 

Head Coach Josh Brooks is taking a predictably wise and cautious approach 
regarding the next phase of the season. Brooks commented that the last two 
weeks have been “two good wins for us – one turnover and limited penalties, 
very efficient throwing the ball … [we are] playing for a share or at worst, a sec-
ond place conference finish with two wins.” He went on to add that while both 
upcoming games will be critical to overall conference success, “Smoky [Moun-
tain] is very balanced, 
very physical … Smoky 
is our only focus at this 
point — glad to be play-
ing in the middle of Oc-
tober with a lot to play 
for.” 

A crucial stage of the 
season is upcoming, in-
cluding two games 
against schools with 
winning records: at 
Smoky Mountain (4-3, 
2-1 in conference) Oct. 
14, and then home ver-
sus West Henderson on 
Oct. 21. The Falcons are 
7-0 overall, 4-0 in 3A 
West Conference 54. 

Panthers wallop Knights, 35-3

Franklin Panther Ty Handley, #15, made two of the 
touchdowns at the game against North Henderson.

FHS principal Michael Noe escorts 2021 home-
coming queen Gracie Cochran.

Olivia Owle & Katai Bouakhamphong

Avery Moffitt & Justin Moffitt

EATING OUT
YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING

NOW OPEN

1505 Highlands Rd. • Franklin, NC 28734 • 828-634-4244
Check our Facebook page for weekly specials

Open  
 

Wed - Sat  

4:00pm-8:30pm 

 

Sun  

12:00pm - 4:00pm

828.369.9999Delivery

Hours
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

88 2 8 . 5 6 7 . 0 0 6 4
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

B A K EB A K E H O U S EH O U S E
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

2 8  E .  M A I N  S2 8  E .  M A I N  S T R E E T  •  F R A N K L I N ,  N CT R E E T  •  F R A N K L I N ,  N C

Everything made from scratch!

Mi CasaMi Casa
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

788 East Main Street, Franklin NC 
Mexicanrestaurantfranklin.com 828-369-1580

9am -11am

NOW SERVING 
BREAKFAST

10%off
with mention  

of this Ad!
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828-524-891828-524-8911 • maconrentalco.com• maconrentalco.com
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM Sat 8AM-12PM

GRAVELY &
ARIENS

Zero Turn 
Mowers

LIMITED STOCK
O% Finance 

Available

SEASON END CLEARANCE!

828-349-9034
4175 Tellico Road

Franklin, NC

Weekends only thru October

Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828) 369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin Po-
lice Department or Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Department 
made the following arrests Oc-
tober  2 - 4. All suspects are in-
nocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law. 

 
Macon County Sheriff’s 

Department  
 
October 3 
Travis Hamilton Potts, was charged with assault on a fe-

male. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest.  
 
October 4 
Keegan Clebe-Plumer Phillips, was charged with carrying 

a concealed gun. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.  
 
October 5 
Juanita Marie Cleveland, was charged with breaking and 

entering. Corporal James E. Crawford III made the arrest.  
Hannah Elizabeth Erdman, was charged with consume al-

cohol by 19/20 year old. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.  
 
October 6 
Matthew Brock Kelley, was charged with child support en-

forcement contempt. Deputy Cody J. Howard made the ar-
rest.  

Chandler Reed Stanley, was charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, possession of fentanyl and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.  

Haley Morgan McCall, was charged with possession of a 
schedule II controlled substance. Nick Lofthouse made the 
arrest.  

 
October 7 
Brendan Makenzie Williamson, was charged with failure 

to appear. Corporal Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.  
Casey Ray Murphy, was charged with failure to appear for 

serious bodily injury. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.  

October 8 
Michelle Marie Nicholson, was charged with larceny. Tim-

othy B. Carter made the arrest.  
Willie Eldon Watts, was charge with communicating threats 

and assault on a female. Joseph A. Raby made the arrest.  
Danny Michael Cook, was charged with possession of 

methamphetamine, possession of a schedule II controlled sub-
stance felony and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement offi-
cer. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest.  

 
October 9 
Jeffery Lynn Carpenter, was charged with offense commit-

ted in jurisdiction. Sgt. Anthony Hopkins made the arrest.  
 
Franklin Police Department 
 
October 2 
Andrew Parker Casto, was charged with larceny of prop-

erty, receiving stolen goods or possession of stolen goods and 
second degree trespass. J.A. Riles mad the arrest.  

 
October 3 
Chanler Lennon, was charged with misdemeanor larceny 

and second degree trespass. G.D. Hovis made the arrest.  
 
October 4 
Tyler Kyle Smith, was charged with trafficking fentanyl, 

possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver, counterfeit 
instrument +5, carrying concealed weapons and child abuse. 
E.D. Kirkland made the arrest. 

 
Jackson County Sheriff’s Department 
 
October 3 
Robert Lee Talley, 35, of Sylva, was charged with failure to 

appear for misdemeanor larceny, resisting a public officer, 
misdemeanor child abuse and school attendance law viola-
tion. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.  

Michael Dustin Brooks, 37, of Camden Place, was charged 
with interfere with jail/prison fire system. A secured bond of 
$10,000 was set.  

 
October 4 
Donathan Nathaniel-Colby Shelton, 30, of Magnolia St., 

was charged with true bill/sex act: Sub Parent/Custodian. A 
secured bond was set.  

Steven Allen Butman, 50, of Morningstar Dr., Bryson City, 
was charged with failure to appear for breaking and entering 
and trespassing. A secured bond of $3,000 was set.  

Eric Michael Bengivenga, 21, of Manor Trace, was charged 
with failure to appear for resisting a public officer, failure to 
wear seat belt-driver, canceled/revoked/certificate/tag, operate 
a vehicle with no insurance and driving while license revoked 
not impaired revocation. A secured bond of $3,000 was set.  

 
October 5 
Shealyn Harris Young, 27, of Manor Trace, was charged 

with assault with a deadly weapon and break/enter to terror-
ize/injure. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.  

Tami Lynn Thornhill, 54, of Dark Ridge, was charged with 
true bill for habitual felon and possession of methampheta-
mine. A secured bond of $7,500 was set.  

 
October 6 
Martin Amador-Mendez, 23, of Devin Dr., Cullowhee, was 

charged with possession of stolen motor vehicle, breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle, larceny of a motor vehicle and no 
operators license. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.  

Alyxzandrya Kaylinn Bell, 27, of Bell St., Whittier, was 
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and possession 
of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.  

Charles Edward Henson, 44, of Laurel Knob Rd., Cashiers, 
was charged with failure to appear for injury to personal prop-
erty, attempted breaking/enter a motor vehicle, attempted lar-
ceny, possession of stolen goods/property, larceny and break 
or enter a motor vehicle. A secured bond of $60,000 was set. 

Owen Randall Pheasant, 38, of Kate Mambert Rd., Chero-
kee, was charged with probation violation. A secured bond of 
$15,000 was set.  

Sandra Taylor Rhinehart Maddy, 47, of Thontosassa, Fla. 
was charged with larceny, conspiracy and possession of stole 
property. A secured bond of $100,000 was set.  

 
October 7 
Clover Camille Gilchrist-Myers, 54, of Gilchrist Dr., 

Bryson City, was charged with driving while impaired. An un-
secured bond of $500 was set.  

 
October 9 
Heather Nicole Moose, 32, of Gardina Lane, was charged 

with failure to appear for possession of drug paraphernalia. A 
secured bond of $1,500 was set. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To 
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the 
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to 
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are al-
lergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like dia-
pers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off 
Highlands Road. 
 
Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones 
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2 
p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the church from 
the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the courtyard 
and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-3119. 
 
Franklin Women’s Club will meet on Friday, Oct. 14, noon, at Fat 
Buddies Restaurant in Westgate Plaza.  Guest speaker will be a rep-
resentative from Angel Medical Center who will give an update on serv-
ices now being provided at the new hospital.  RSVP to Brenda Jacobs, 
at (828)421-0411.  For more information, call Linda Ellison at (407)342-
9654. 
 
Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center will have 
its next graduation on Saturday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. at the center at 
336 Living Hope Way, Franklin. Worship, a message, a short video and 
the graduate giving his testimony. Refreshments and a reception to fol-
low. For more info, call (828)524-2157. 
 
Free Musical Entertainment at Frog Quarters Saturday, Oct. 15.  
Diane Chermer is the featured musician from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fro 
Quarters is located at 573 E. Main St.  
 
Burningtown Baptist Church Community Fall Festival will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 15, from noon to 4 p.m.  Family fun events will in-
clude hay rides, games, candy, food, music and the annual Chili Cook-
off. The church is located at 446 Burningtown Baptist Church Rd. For 
more information, call (941)993-8744. 
 
Holly Springs Community Development Association will meet  on 
Monday, Oct. 17, 6 p.m., at the community building, 2720 Cat Creek 
Rd. Jessica Merritt, co-founder of Franklin’s Special Liberty Project 
(SLP), will be the guest speaker.  SLP is currently the only nonprofit 
serving the entire veteran family - Gold Star parents, spouses and chil-
dren, veteran suicide surviving spouses, and healing veterans.  
Dessert will be served. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Macon County Republican Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday, 
Oct. 18, at 11:30 a.m., at Fat Buddies BBQ. Guests include candidate 
for commissioner, John Shearl and candidate for Clerk of Court, 
Shawna Lamb. A “free" table will be set up in the back of the room. All 
Republican women are cordially invited to attend. For additional infor-
mation email to: mcrwnc@gmail.com 
 
Prentiss Church Food Pantry will be held on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2 to 

5:30 p.m. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane. For more in-
formation, call (828)369-3885. 
 
M.S. Support Group of Macon County will meet on Thursday, Oct. 
20, at the Macon County Senior Center. For more information go to 
facebook MS Support Group of Macon County.  
 
Bartram's 1775 Travels will be held on Thursday, Oct. 20, 6 p.m., in 
the Macon County Public Library Meeting Room. Brent Martin, direc-
tor of the Blue Ridge Bartram Trail Conservancy will talk about 
botanist/explorer William Bartram's visit to this area. Visit blueridge-
bartram.org to learn more. 
 
American Red Cross Blood Drives will be held on Friday, Oct. 21, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Carolina Smokies Association of Realtors, Inc., 131 Her-
itage Hollow Drive; and Monday, Oct. 24, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Highlands 
United Methodist Church, 315 Main St., Highlands.  Book a time to 
give by using the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCross-
Blood.org or by calling (800)733-2767. As a thank-you, all who come 
to give Oct. 16 through 31, 2022, will receive a $10 e-Gift Card by email 
to a merchant of choice. 
 
Ray Reunion for Descendants of John and Nancy Summer Ray 
and Levi and Melinda Deweese Ray will be held on Saturday, Oct. 22, 
noon to 3 p.m. at Iotla Baptist Church, 1537 Iotla Church Rd. Come 
enjoy fellowship, fun and food with relatives. For more information, call 
Nancy Cable Krag (828)369-6040. 
 
Mountain Voices Community Chorus is beginning rehearsals for 
their Christmas concert.  Practice is every Monday evening at First 
United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Avenue, Franklin, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Recruiting new singers.  For information, call (828)524-3644. 
 
Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteer needed for Troop 2996 in 
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and 
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or email 
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com  
 
Historic TM Rickman Store  at 259 Cowee Creek Rd. is now open for 
visitors on Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  Dulcimer music at 10 a.m. 
and music jams 12 to  p.m.   Discover unique items and listen to local 
musicians. Parking is limited with additional parking available at Cowee 
Arts and Heritage Center a short walk from the store. 
 
Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off Mc-
Collum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Anyone 
under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For more in-
formation, call (828)342-8126. 
 
Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in 
downtown Franklin is now open Wednesday through Saturday from 12 
to 4 p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as 
all over the world. 

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, Oct. 16, at 11 a.m., guest speaker 
Rev. Bonnie Mills will speak on Near Death Experience. Mondays at 
6 p.m. is an all levels yoga class; no cost to attend. On Thursdays, 
a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The center 
is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  
For more information or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCen-
ter.com. 
 
Victory Baptist Church Fall Revival will be held beginning on Sun-
day, Oct. 23, 11 a.m., and 6 p.m., and Monday through Wednesday 
night at 7 p.m., 278 Victory Church Road, Sylva,  Brother Gary Crisp 
will be the guest speaker. Special singing will be provided each night.  
For more information, (828)586-2120  ext 102. 
 
Son Rise International Ministries Christian Fellowship Services 
are held on Friday evenings at 7 p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer and 
Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m. The 
church is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call 
(828)369-2465. 
 
Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday 
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website 
at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at mountainsyna-
gogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312. 
 
Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person 
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion 
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old 
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.  
For more information,  call (828)369-5834. 
 
Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First 
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The 
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org  
 
Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its 
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Services are also streamed online 
on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship 
service is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., with Youth 
Gathering every Wednesday 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The church is located 
at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone (828)369-
3885. 
 
Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is 
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre 
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd..  
 
Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank 
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.  

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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country
Breakfast

Saturday, 
Oct. 15 

8AM - 10AM

Hickory Knoll
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

86 E. Hickory Knoll Rd. • Franklin, NC
(828)369-9300
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Breakfast
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Oct. 15

8AM - 10AM

This month by donation, 
100% proceeds going to hurricane recovery in Flordia
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Missy Norton
NMLS#816135
828.306.2141

Josh Owens
NMLS#506645
828.306.2160

Crystal Crupi
NMLS#509124
828.306.2112
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Another busy weekend for Franklin 

Scenes from Saturday’s Mountain High Music, Craft &
Car Show at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

At left, Franklin’s own Regina Duke with WestSound brought
Motown to Main Street Saturday night inspiring some to “dance
in the streets.”   Photos by Betsey Gooder
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Nan Kelso Preston
Nan Kelso Preston, 82, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus on Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022.

Born in Providence, R.I., she
was the daughter of the late John
Jarvie and Isabelle Wilson Milligan
Porter. In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death by her
husband, James Donald Preston.
She was a registered nurse. She
was a member of Cornerstone
Presbyterian Church, where she
served as an Elder and secretary.
Her hobbies included jewelry mak-
ing, walking the greenway, knit-
ting, and crocheting. 

She is survived by her sister, Mary Phillips of Franklin; two
nephews, David Alan and Michael Brandon Hanson; one great niece,
Faith Eileen Hanson; one great nephew, Brandon Alan Hanson; and
four great great nieces and nephews. She is also survived by her ex-
tended family, Dr. Tommy Jordan, Karen Jordan, and their children,
Thomas, and Camile.

A Celebration of Life will be held Monday, Oct. 10, at 3 p.m., at
Cornerstone Presbyterian Church. Dr. Tommy Jordan will officiate.
Interment will follow in the memory garden.

The family will receive friends from 2:30 to 3 p.m., 30 minutes
prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Cornerstone Pres-
byterian Church.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Nan Kelso Preston

Susan A. Bishop
Susan A. Bishop, 65, of Franklin,

N.C., died Oct. 4, 2022, at Memorial
Mission Hospital in Asheville.

She was born June 14, 1957, in
Media, Pa., daughter of the late William
and Ruth Carrigan Bishop. She attended
Wake Forest University, where she
earned a master’s degree in psychology.
She later worked as an editor for several
consumer and trade magazines.

She never met a stranger, and friends
and family valued her wit and humor
along with her loving and caring nature.
She could not drive past stray dogs, and
she risked life and limb to carry turtles
across the road to safety. She will be
dearly missed.

She is survived by her husband, Lee Buchanan of Franklin; daugh-
ter, Maggie Conner and son-in-law Ben Pannenbacker of Morganton;
beloved grandchildren, Owen, Ellis and Liam; a sister, Jodi Bishop
Macko (husband John); nephew, William Edward Macko (wife
Amber Wiggins) and his son, Jameson Keith Macko.

No public services are planned.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling arrangements.

Susan A. Bishop

Charlotte Dyer Miner
Charlotte Dyer Miner, 95, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2022. She was
born in Massachusetts Aug. 26,
1927, to the late Robert Theodore
Dyer and Catherine Hanks Dyer. 

She enjoyed cooking, quilting,
sewing, and knitting. She was of
the Presbyterian faith. 

She is survived by two sons,
Lane Miner (Jennifer) of Franklin,
and Matthew Miner (Katherine)
of Belfast, Maine; a grandson,
Cory Miner. In addition to her par-
ents, she is preceded in death by her husband, George Miner, and
several brothers and sisters. 

No services are planned.
Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Miner

family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com.

Charlotte Dyer Miner

Janet Ann Anderson
Janet Ann Anderson, 64, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away Oct.
8, 2022.  She was born Oct. 13,
1957, in Franklin,  to the late
Turner Cleveland Anderson and
Annie Lou Waldroop Anderson.
She was a CPA and worked for
the Town of Franklin as town ac-
countant and clerk for 35 years.
She attended the Cartoogechaye
Church of God and was a member
of the N.C. Clerk Association and
International Town Clerk Associ-
ation.   She liked to cook, bake,
and have family gatherings.

She is survived by two broth-
ers, Jerry Turner Anderson (Karon) and David Eugene Anderson
(Gail); two sisters, Jane Elizabeth Anderson, and Patricia Ander-
son Davis (Gary); nephews, Steve Anderson, Charles Anderson,
Will Davis, and Jonathan Anderson; nieces, April Anderson, Jen-
nifer Anderson and Janice Mason; two great nieces, one great
nephew; one great-great niece; and two sisters-in-law, Sandra An-
derson and Marie Anderson.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by two
brothers, Ellis Steve Anderson, and Paul Stanley Anderson.

A funeral service was held Wednesday, Oct. 12, in the Chapel of
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home, with Rev. Robert Dryman and Rev.
Phillip Cochran officiating.  Burial was at Woodlawn Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Charles Anderson, Steve Anderson, Clint Ander-
son, Will Davis, Eddie Knight, Lloyd Mashburn, Clifford Wal-
droop, and Claude Waldroop.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the An-
derson family.

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Janet Ann Anderson

Beverly Sherie Collins Carini
Beverly Sherie Collins Carini,

75, went on to Glory on Oct. 1,
2022. She was born on April 1,
1947, to Fred Owen and Gladys
Evelyn Hardy Collins. 

She had a servant's heart
through her Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. She loved music and
took pleasure in playing the piano
for services at both Hickory
Knoll and Maiden's Chapel
United Methodist churches.

She was a lover of roses, espe-
cially yellow ones, and was Mimi to her family. She had the
sweet and unique way of awakening them in the morning by
playing the piano. She wanted others to have her love of music
and was willing to share her talent by teaching piano throughout
the years.

She also truly enjoyed being a Trail Angel for hikers along the
Appalachian Trail. She and her dog, Chloe, operated a shuttle
that brought hikers to Franklin to rest and resupply and later re-
turned them to the trail.

Sewing was another big part of her life. She delighted in mak-
ing matching garments. Sometimes those garments got a thumbs
up and sometimes a thumbs down. While her music and sewing
were top notch, her family teased her about her cooking, saying
they knew dinner was ready when the smoke alarm sounded.

Most important in her life, however, besides her faith, was her
great love for her family. She absolutely doted on her children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. In return, they adored
their Mimi, and she leaves them with many wonderful memories.

She is survived by her children, Carolyn Grace Reeves and
Barbara Ruth Kelley Emmons both of Pensacola, Fla., and Ben-
jamin Lamar Reeves (Karrie) of Highlands Ranch, Colo.; 18
grandchildren and a number of great-grandchildren. She was pre-
deceased by her parents; her husband, Frank Carini; a daughter-
in-law, Allison Reeves; and a son-in-law, 2nd Lieutenant
Shannon Patrick Kelley.

A Celebration of Life was held on Friday, Oct. 7, at Hickory
Knoll United Methodist Church with Rev. Stephanie Thompson
officiating.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Beverly Sherie Carini

Ellen Kaye McCall Hardy Plemmons
Ellen Kaye McCall Hardy

Plemmons, 66, of Franklin, N.C.,
passed away peacefully on Oct.
10, 2022. 

She was born Dec.  2, 1955, in
Franklin to Janice and Lenis Mc-
Call. She spent most of her life in
the Cowee community. She was
full of life, kindness and empathy,
and there was no emotion that she
didn’t feel to its fullest. When she
laughed, it was with her whole
chest. When she loved, it was with
her whole spirit. When she
grieved, it was with her whole
soul. She loved the first tomato
sandwich of the summer; music of every genre (as long as it was
loud and she could dance to it); bragging on her kids and grand-
kids; and sitting next to the creek morning, noon and night. Her
fried taters were as perfect as her jokes were inappropriate. Today
and for many days to come, the people who knew and loved her
grieve with our whole souls – even though she would tell us to cel-
ebrate her life and do the twist in her honor or she’d haunt us for-
ever. Sorry, Mom, we’re not quite ready for that. Haunt away. 

There will never be another like Kaye, and we are grateful to
have known her.

She is survived by her children, Nichole Esmon and husband
Alex of Asheville, Justin Hardy and wife Carrie of Rogers, Ark.,
and Andy Plemmons of Bryson City; grandchildren, Piper Esmon,
Graham Esmon, Truemner McCall Hardy and Lincoln Hardy;
brother, Jerry McCall and wife Janet of Franklin; nieces, Lindsay
Leopard and Amelia McCall; aunts, Linda Garner, Connie Curtis,
Judy McCall, Betty Ramey, Susie Curtis and Gayle Tallent; a great
brood of cousins; ex-husbands, Rick Hardy of Saginaw, Mich., and
Mike Plemmons of Bryson City; and a host of beloved friends in-
cluding her lifelong best friend Jeanne Tastinger. She was preceded
in death by her parents; sister, Teresa McCall; aunts, Lucille and
Dorothy; uncle, Steve Miller; and stepfather, Charles Henderson.

In keeping with her wishes, the family will hold a private me-
morial with a celebration of life to be held at a later date. 

Donations in Kaye’s memory can be made to the Community
Care Clinic of Franklin.

Ellen Kaye Plemmons

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment
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View obituaries 
online at

themaconcountynews.com

Gladys Menalee Gibson
Gladys Menalee Gibson, 93,

passed away at her residence on
Sept. 30, 2022. 
She was the daughter of the late

Fred Crisp Sr. and Hessie Grant
Crisp.  She loved crocheting, gar-
dening, and taking care of her
great grandkids. She worked at the
hospital many years in house-
keeping. She took her job seri-
ously and was a blessing to the
staff and patients she was around.
She was very proud of her family.
She was preceded in death by

her brothers, Fred L Crisp Jr.,
Troy Crisp Sr., Doug Crisp; sis-
ters, Hazel Hylton, Marie Smith, Joyce Stiwinter and Blanche
Younce; her daughter, Barbara Gibson Ammons (Harold) of
Franklin; granddaughters, Missy Tysinger (Jonathan) of Lexing-
ton, N.C., Mandy Phillips (Michael) of Franklin; sister, Shirley
Hodgins of Franklin; brother, Gene Crisp of Franklin; four great
grandchildren, Chandler Tysinger, Emma Tysinger, Madison
Phillips, Caitlyn Phillips, and honorary great grandson Keegan
Knepp; and several nieces and nephews.  
In honoring her wishes, no services are planned. 
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Gladys Menalee Gibson

Timothy Joseph Brown
Timothy Joseph Brown, 71, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus on Saturday, Sept. 24.
He was born April 18, 1951, to

Irene and John Brown in
Pasadena, Calif. He is preceded in
death by his brothers, David and
John. 
He drove truck for 14 years in

California. After moving to North
Carolina, he was a
carpenter/painter. He loved to grill
and smoke for friends and family.
His burgers and steaks will be
missed.
He didn’t know a stranger and

would share the gospel with anyone who would listen.
He is survived by his wife, Christina; his brother, Tom of Ken-

nesaw, Ga.; his sons, Derek Brown of Paso Robles, Calif., Ian Lis-
ter of Franklin, Nicholas Lister of Franklin; and daughters, Desere
Brown, of Paso Robles, Danielle Brown of Ft Myers, Fla., and
Patty Montez of Bakersfield, Calif. 
A celebration of life was held Saturday, Oct. 1, at Franklin

Covenant Church.  Rev. Bobby Crawford officiated. 
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Timothy Joseph Brown

Raymond Michael Johns Jr.
Raymond Michael Johns Jr.,

90, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
on Oct. 3, 2022, at his residence in
the Rose Creek Community.
He was the son of the late Ray-

mond Michael Johns Sr. and Viola
Florence Johns who retired to the
Clarks Chapel community. His
wife, June Anita Johns preceded
him in death in 2000 after a brief
illness. 
He proudly served his country

in the U.S. Army during the Ko-
rean War with the 17th Infantry
Regiment as a Medic. He received
a Purple Heart after being hit by a
mortar during the battle of Pork Chop Hill in 1953. After moving
to the Rose Creek Community in Franklin, N.C., in 1965 he began
work for the U.S. Forest Service and later retired from govern-
ment service.
During retirement, he enjoyed life with his family, local flea

markets, tinkering around the house and cooking. He will be loved
and missed dearly by his family and friends.
He is survived by four sons, Raymond Michael Johns II and

wife Linda of Asheville, N.C.; Thomas Johns of Greenville Tenn.;
Steven Johns and wife Julie of Black Mountain, N.C., and Timo-
thy Johns of Greenville, Tenn.; nine grandchildren; two great
grandchildren; and a brother, Wayne Andrew Johns and wife Mar-
ianne of Cherry Valley, N.Y.
In accordance with his wishes, no memorial or funeral services

will be held.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Raymond M. Johns Jr.

Winifred Colleen McFadden
Winifred Colleen McFadden,

87, passed from this life in
Franklin, N.C., on Oct. 7, 2022.
She was born to Edward M. and
Olive S. Hark McFadden in
Smith Center, Kan., on Dec. 18,
1934. 
Even though she was born in a

small town in Kansas, she was
not a small town girl. She never
wanted to stay in just one place
and managed to travel the world
during her lifetime. She was a
classy lady who excelled in high
end fashion sales including jew-
elry and dresses for weddings and
other special occasions. A social butterfly who loved people, she
was known as a genuine person who had high ethical standards
and spoke her mind.
She was resilient and dependable. She had many interests and

led an active and exceptional life. She was an artist, producing
works on both canvas and porcelain. She loved visiting museums
and had a special regard for Great Britain's royal family. She
knew their history as well as the royal lineage. She was an Elvis
fan and enjoyed listening to the Blues. She also loved cats and
was the owner of five black cats, each named Thomas, during her
lifetime.
Most of all, however, she loved her family and provided them

with many wonderful memories. 
She is survived by her life partner of 39 years, Bryan Spooner

of Franklin; her sons, Mitchell Shane Wyman (Kris) and Stuart
McFadden (Karen) both of Charleston, S.C.; her grandchildren,
Maggie, Tina, Joshua, and Dakoda; and her great-grandson,
Mason. She was preceded in death by her parents; her sister,
Mona Isom; and her brothers, Stanley, Zane, and Jerry McFad-
den.
Memorial contributions may be made to CarePartners Hospice,

170 Church Street, Franklin, NC 28734, or a local animal shelter.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Winifred McFadden

Nancy Woods Stamp
Nancy Woods Stamp, 44, left

us on Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2022.
She was born on Jan. 31, 1978,

along with her twin Benjamin, in
Newnan, Ga., to parents, John P.
Woods Jr. and Elizabeth Anderson
Woods.
She had a beautiful soul and

found the best in everyone. She
was a constant ray of sunshine to
all who knew her. Whoever re-
ceives her blue eyes will be
blessed to find goodness, kind-
ness, and sincerity in everything.
She was a partner and Vice-Presi-
dent of Operations with BCDA,
LLC of Cashiers.
She was preceded in death by her maternal grandparents John

and Nancy (MaMa) Anderson of Florence, S.C., and John P.
Woods (Big John) of Cashiers and Martha (Gams) Woods of
Jasper, Ga.; her paternal grandparents,  Dehra Harrell and Grandad
Stamp of Florence.
She is survived by her husband Jim, and Shelby, their golden

retriever of Cashiers, N.C.; three brothers, John, DeWitt (Amy),
and Benjamin (Ericka), all residing in the Cashiers area along with
Pangie (Scott) Yeager of Newnan, Ga.; her aunt and dear friend,
Joan Anderson of Cashiers; nieces, Caroline, Mackenzie and Anne-
Elizabeth; nephews, Patrick, Anderson and Hank of Cashiers; her
mother-in- law and father-in-law, Von and Bob Stamp of Florence,
S.C.; and her sister-in-law, Vonni Stamp of Round Hill, Va. 
A private family memorial service will be held on Sunday Oct.

9, with Pastor Aryn officiating.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to MD Anderson,

Houston, Texas; The Cashiers -Highlands Humane Society, or the
charity of your choice.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Nancy Woods Stamp

Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Jane Majors
Elizabeth “Betty” Jane Majors,

92, passed away quietly in her
sleep on Oct. 8, 2022.  She was
born on Sept. 13, 1930, in Floral
Park, N.Y.  She was the only child
of the late William “Bill” Henry
Snedeker and Florence Gladys
Saltsman.
She moved from New York to

the Florida Keys in the mid-1950s
and fell in love with the sun and
saltwater.  At 26 years old, she
purchased a small bar on Islam-
orada and it soon became quite the
hot spot for thirsty fishermen.  She
met and married her husband, Charles Floyd Majors.  In search of
new opportunities, the couple moved to Palm Beach County in the
early-’60s where they eventually purchased a hotel, restaurant, and
nightclub on Singer Island.  In 1985, she was named Senior Vice-
President with Universal Hotels as well as serving on the Board of
Directors for the Palm Beach and Martin County Hotel and Motel
Association.  After working in the hotel/restaurant business for 40
years, she began a new career in her late ’60s working for AAA
where she received many accolades as top sales performer.  
Following her husband’s death, she moved to Franklin, N.C., to

be near her daughter.  She was a devoted daughter and wife, and a
loving mother and grandmother.  She was also a proud member of
the DAR.
She is survived by her daughter, Monique Sutton (Hardee Sut-

ton); and stepson, Richard Michael Majors; grandson, Jordan Sut-
ton (Asia); and granddaughter, Kayla Youstin (Ty); and two
great-grandchildren, Olivia and James Youstin, as well as many
cousins in and around Palatine, N.Y.
At her request, a private family service will be held. 
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Elizabeth Jane Majors
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St rings  for  Food

292 NE Main St., Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 369-7227

Saturday, Nov. 12th • 10am – ?
Bring in 6 non-perishable cans of food for 

any set of Curt Mangan strings installed!

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773 
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
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Richard Melvin
Richard Melvin, 81, passed

from this world the morning of
Oct. 1, 2022, with his wife,
Margie Edwards Melvin, and
daughter, Elizabeth “Betsy”
Melvin Batten, by his side. He
was born in New York City in
1941, a second generation Amer-
ican, to naturalized immigrant
parents fleeing Czechoslovakia
during World War II.   He grew
up in Palm Beach, Fla., and
Highlands, N.C., the eldest son
of his mother, Marie Kreysa
Melvin, and William Harvey
Melvin.

After completing high school at Rabun Gap Nacoochee
School, he attended Duke University.   He was a member of
Sigma Nu fraternity and earned an undergraduate degree in Eng-
lish Literature.  He completed his Juris Doctor degree at the Uni-
versity of Florida.  

In tandem with his law studies, he completed a thesis on the
16th-century Spanish exploration of America.  This proved to be
a satisfying, lifelong adventure.  Through 60 years of study on
the subject, he found himself traversing rivers and swamps and
flying airplanes across North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia
and Florida, poring over ancient texts, maps, and property
records and spending hours of study into the wee morning hours
in libraries along the eastern seaboard and across the globe.  In
a time before internet searches, he did the painstaking work of
translation and discovery born of intense passion and curiosity.
He was no “armchair scholar.” Even into the final days of his
life, he was having meetings to discuss his theory with friends,
scholars, and archaeologists.  He was one of the first members of
The Society for the History of Discovery, where he presented
and discussed his research at various national meetings.  

He was a faithful American and volunteered for service in the
Navy as a JAG officer during the Vietnam War.  He served for
five years attaining the rank of Lieutenant Commander.  He al-
ways said he learned to be a true professional in the United States
Navy.  He was stationed on the USS Independence and in Subic
Bay, Philipines, but travelled around the world twice on various
assignments, including investigation of the Forrestal fire and the
Jordanian Crisis in the Mediterranean.  

After his time in the service, he returned to Highlands and
began over 50 years of service to the community as a lawyer
with the firm, Jones, Key, Melvin, and Patton.  He was a true
counselor, known for his professional integrity.  He had incred-
ible foresight and an uncanny ability to see simple solutions
through complex legal issues.  He was devoted to his clients and
pursued each day with the determination to use his gifts and his
knowledge to accomplish some part of a greater good.  In fact,
he often began his daily conversations with his daughter with a
pressing question: “Did you do any good today?”  

In addition to his law practice, he served his community in
various roles at Highlands United Methodist Church, Highlands
Playhouse, Highlands Biological Station, Highlands Planning
Board, Macon County Historical Society, Macon County Li-
brary, and Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust.  

Along with his wife and daughter, he is survived by his son-
in-law, Wise Batten Jr.; cherished grandsons, Wise Henry Batten
III and William Rhain Batten; his brother, William Melvin;
brother-in-law, Donnie Edwards (Linda); and a host of treasured
nieces and nephews, who have been a source of joy and support.
He was predeceased by his sister, Pauline Melvin Stevenson, and
brother, Paul Douglas Melvin, and his loving parents.

Richard Melvin captured the treasure of a simple life.   He
knew the blessings of a home filled with family and friends,
laughter, delicious, home-cooked meals, and lots of good books.  

A celebration of Richard’s life will be held on Friday, Oct. 7,
at 2 p.m., at Highlands United Methodist Church.  The family
will receive friends at a reception after the service.  In lieu of
flowers, donations may be sent to Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the
Melvin family. 

Online condolences can be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Richard Melvin

William Nathan Stewart
William "Billy" Nathan Stew-

art, 45, passed on Friday, Sept. 30,
2022, in his second hometown of
Nantahala, N.C. He is best re-
membered fishing and hunting
with his son, Elijah Stewart, trying
to convince his daughter, Abigail
Stewart, classic rock is better on
tapes or vinyl, educating and be-
friending generations of Trade and
Industry students, serving our
country, coaching after his own
athletic achievements in high
school, and always getting a laugh.

He was born in Shelby, N.C., to
Harold Nathan and Brenda Gail
York Stewart. After high school he first attended Brevard College
and later transferred to Appalachian State University where he
earned his Bachelors degree. He taught vocations at several schools
but primarily at Nantahala School. He also served his country as a
member of the National Guard.

He absolutely adored his children. Eli's favorite memory is his
dad allowing him to drive when they went fishing in Pumpkintown
to celebrate his 16th birthday. Abby's favorite is her dad letting her
skip school to go bear hunting which included a five-mile hike.

He had a great personality and a wonderful sense of humor and
was always looking for a laugh either because of him or with him.
He was a caring soul, not only about his family but also about his
students. He wanted to give them the best start in choosing which
vocation they planned to pursue. He enjoyed a variety of music,
but hard rock and country music were his favorites. He loved ani-
mals, especially goats and wild animals. He doted on his Redtick-
Treeing Walker mix hound named Sara.

He is survived by his children, Abigail "Abby" Grace Stewart
and Elijah "Eli" York Stewart. 

He was preceded in death by his parents along with his siblings,
Harold Brian Stewart, and an infant sister, Lisa Renee Stewart.

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, Oct. 15, at 11 a.m.,
at Watauga Baptist Church. Rev. Wesley Price will officiate. Mil-
itary honors will be conducted by VFW 7339/American Legion
108 Honor Guard and the United States Army Honor Guard.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

William Nathan Stewart

Richard Edward Allen
Richard Edward Allen, 70, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Sunday, Oct. 2, 2022.

Born in Medford, Mass., he was
the son of the late Robert G. and
Doris Withrow Allen. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded in
death by a son, Eric Lee Allen.

He loved sports and animals;
and he will always be remembered
as a loving husband and father.

He is survived by his wife of 42
years, Dawn Louise Asdot Allen;
son, Rich Allen (Pat) of Clyde;
and two brothers, Bobby and Ken
Allen of Massachusetts.

No services are planned as per his wishes. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Appalachian Ani-

mal Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC  28744.
Online condolences can be made www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Richard Edward Allen
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Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel
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gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

CHARLOTTE, N.C. – In a turn of events that bordered
on the unbelievable, Christopher Bell found his only path to
the Round of 8 in the NASCAR Cup Series Playoffs.

On fresh tires, thanks to a strategic pit stop under caution on
Lap 105, Bell passed Kevin Harvick to the outside through
Turns 1 and 2 after a restart on Lap 111 and pulled away to win
Sunday’s Bank of America ROVAL 400 at the Charlotte Motor
Speedway Road Course.

With the victory, Bell transferred to the Round of 8 and si-
multaneously eliminated reigning series champion Kyle Lar-
son, who brought his No. 5 Chevrolet to pit road on Lap 98
after hitting the wall and breaking the right-rear toe link on his
car. 

Larson finished five laps down in 35th and was ousted from
the Playoffs by two points. After spinning in the backstretch
chicane on Lap 107, Chase Briscoe recovered to finish ninth on
fresh tires and grabbed the eighth and final berth in the Round
of 8 by the two-point margin over Larson.

Bell didn’t have the fastest car on Sunday, but he and crew
chief Adam Stevens took advantage of two late cautions to
make the winning move.

“Man, you’ve just got to be there at the end of these
things,” said Bell, who entered the race 33 points below
the cut line for the Round of 8. “I keep watching all these
races where the fastest car doesn't always win. No secret
that road courses have not been our strength this year. 

“We were just there at the right time. We obviously
weren't in position to win (before taking tires). We rolled
the dice, gambled, and it paid off for us.”

A chagrined Larson blamed himself for his ouster.
“I just made way too many mistakes all year long,” Lar-

son said. “Made another one today. Ultimately cost us an
opportunity to go chase another championship.

“Just extremely mad at myself. I let the team down a
number of times this year, and let them down in a big way
today.”

Austin Cindric and Daniel Suarez also suffered elimina-
tion. Cindric spun entering the backstretch chicane after
the final restart on Lap 111 and finished 21st, missing the
Round of 8 by 13 points. Suarez fought his No. 99 Chevrolet
after his power steering failed during the third stage and came
home 36th, leaving him nine points behind Briscoe for the final
transfer spot.

Briscoe restarted outside the top 20 on Lap 111 and took ad-
vantage of Cindric’s spin, his own aggression and a block from
Stewart-Haas Racing teammate Cole Custer, who held up cars
Briscoe needed to pass on the final lap.

“Yeah, man, what a wild day,” Briscoe said. “It took every
bit of it there at the end. To be easily in, then that debris cau-
tion comes out (on Lap 104). Still, I thought we had a really
good shot of making it in. Get wrecked on the backstretch.
Crazy at the end of these races, especially the road course races,
how much can change so quickly.

Christopher Bell advances in
Playoffs with dramatic win

Christopher Bell, driver of the #20 DeWalt Toyota,
celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Cup Series Bank of America Roval 400
at Charlotte Motor Speedway on Oct. 9, 2022, in
Concord, N.C.   Photo by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images

On Lap 108, Bell slipped past Reddick and was
chasing Harvick when a second debris caution for
a melee in Turn 2 forced the race to overtime. On
the final restart, Harvick was a sitting duck on
older tires, but he managed to hold off Kyle Busch
for the second spot. 

Joining Bell and Briscoe in the Round of 8 are
Chase Elliott, Ryan Blaney, Joey Logano, Denny
Hamlin, William Byron and Ross Chastain. El-
liott led a race-high 30 laps and appeared headed
for his third victory at the ROVAL before the cau-

tion on Lap 104. 
After the Lap 107 restart, Elliott, who had qualified for the

Round of 8 with last Sunday’s victory at Talladega, spun
through the grass outside Turn 6 following contact from Red-
dick and came home 20th. 

Logano, the pole winner, took the first stage wire-to-wire but
was buried in traffic after a pit stop on Lap 27 and finished
18th.  

AJ Allmendinger ran fourth after leading 24 laps, followed
by Justin Haley, Chris Buescher, Bubba Wallace, Reddick,
Briscoe and Austin Dillon.

With points reset entering the Round of 8, Elliott holds the
top spot in the NASCAR Cup standings with a 20-point edge
over second place Logano.

“I had no idea we were even going to have a shot (on the
final restart). Truthfully, I knew we were probably out. I saw
the 2 (Cindric) wreck, I thought maybe there's still a chance.
We had so much fresher tires than anybody. (Crew chief)
Johnny (Klausmeier) pumped them way up to qualifying pres-
sures, let me go attack, have the ball in my hands.”

What had been an orderly race for 103 laps descended into
chaos after NASCAR called the third caution of the race on
for debris in Turn 6, ending a 50-lap green-flag run.

That’s when Bell brought his No. 20 Joe Gibbs Racing Toy-
ota to pit road for tires. He restarted 12th on Lap 107, and by
the time he returned to the finish line—due in part to a pile-up
in Turn 1—Bell was pursuing Tyler Reddick for the second
position. 
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Franklin, NC

AJ Allmendinger wins fourth straight at Charlotte ROVAL
CONCORD, N.C. – It took a bit of thievery for AJ All-

mendinger to preserve his perfect record at the Charlotte
Motor Speedway Road Course.

“We got that one—we stole that one,”
shouted Allmendinger after spinning his car
like a dervish during a celebratory burnout at
the finish line of the 2.32-mile, 17-turn road
course.

Indeed, the 40-year-old Allmendinger
swiped the lead from Ty Gibbs—a driver half
his age—after an overtime restart on Lap 68 of
the Drive for the Cure 250 presented by Blue-
Cross BlueShield of North Carolina, the Round
of 12 elimination race in the NASCAR Xfinity
Series Playoffs. 

After lagging behind Gibbs into Turn 1 on
three previous restarts, Allmendinger kept his
No. 16 Kaulig Racing Chevrolet to the outside
of Gibbs No. 54 Toyota through the first corner,
surged ahead into Turn 2 and cleared Gibbs
from the inside line through Turns 3 and 4.

“It’s unbelievable,” Allmendinger, who won
for the fourth time in four starts at the Charlotte
ROVAL. “Ty was really
good there at the end,
and I didn’t know if I
was going to be able to
get him. I knew if I
could just get to one
restart on the outside of
him, at least we’d have
a chance.”

Once in the lead, All-
mendinger survived a
second overtime restart
before beating Gibbs to
the finish line by .582
seconds. The victory
was Allmendinger’s
second straight in the
series, his fifth of the
season and the 15th of his career — 10 of which have come
on road courses.

“I was wanting it pretty bad there,” Allmendinger said. “I
didn’t think we had a shot, but I’m always going to put it on

my back when it’s time to go. We got that one. We stole that
one!...

“I drove it in as deep as I could (on the final restart), prob-
ably used Ty up just a little bit, but I’d expect the same if the

roles were reversed.”
Gibbs was diplo-

matic in his assessment
of the final two
restarts.

“I just lost the lead on that one restart and didn’t execute
the right way and lost it there,” Gibbs said. “The last one, I
caught the fence when I got ran wide, and it just kind of hurt
my momentum… I feel like I gave it my best run, but I was

proud of the effort.
“I had a fun out there and learned a lot.”
Allmendinger already had clinched a spot in the Playoffs’

Round of 8 with last Saturday’s victory at Talladega. So had
third-place finisher Noah
Gragson, who won his
fourth straight race a
week earlier at Texas
Motor Speedway.

Gibbs clinched his spot
in the Round of 8 by fin-
ishing second to All-
mendinger in the first
stage of Saturday’s race.
Justin Allgaier, Josh
Berry, Sam Mayer,
Austin Hill and Brandon
Jones also advanced to
the next round, with
Jones finishing seventh in
the race and claiming the
final spot by two points
over Ryan Sieg.

All four JR Motor-
sports drivers—Gragson,
Allgaier, Berry and
Mayer—will be compet-
ing for positions in the
Championship 4 race at
Phoenix Raceway. 

In addition to Sieg,
reigning series champion

Daniel Hemric, Riley
Herbst and Jeremy
Clements were eliminated
from the postseason.

Hemric qualified third
but slammed into the outside barrier between Turns 5 and 6
on Lap 3. He recovered to finish 17th but ended the round
11 points behind Jones after contact from Sieg on a late
restart.  

“I made a mistake on Lap 3 that you just can’t make,”
Hemric said ruefully.

Road course specialist James Davison ran fourth, followed
by Allgaier, Alex Labbe, Jones, Berry, Sieg and Landon Cas-
sill.

AJ Allmendinger, driver of the #16 Nutrien Ag Solutions
Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Xfinity Series Drive for the Cure 250 presented by
BlueCross BlueShield of North Carolina at Charlotte Motor
Speedway on Oct. 8, 2022 in Concord, N.C.

Take care of
the Earth
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

57. *She opened an infamous
box
61. *Poseidon's spear
65. Distant
66. Bit of sun
68. Tea variety
69. Font embellishment
70. Econ. indicator
71. Make improvements or
corrections
72. Email folder
73. Hurry
74. Carpentry grooves

DOWN
1. "Beowulf," e.g.
2. Buffalo Bill's last name
3. Petroleum exporters' org.
4. Type of cotton thread
5. Chant

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: 
GREEK MYTHOLOGY

ACROSS
1. Food-contaminating bac-
teria
6. *Meliae are nymphs of
the ____ tree in Greek
mythology
9. Chris Hemsworth's su-
perhero role
13. Come by without warn-
ing (2 words)
14. Type of patrol
15. You are
16. "That is," Latin
17. *Half man, half goat
18. German surrealist Max
19. *One-eyed giants
21. *One part human, part
divine
23. Eastward compass
bearing
24. Gauche or Droite, in
Paris
25. Bar bill
28. Convenience
30. "Stop right there!"
35. 15th of March
37. Loot
39. State indirectly
40. *Collected by the
mythological ferryman at
the River Styx
41. *Winged symbol of Zeus
43. Copied
44. Give or take
46. Indian Lilac tree
47. Close by
48. Inexperienced new-
comer
50. Beaks
52. Genetic info carrier, acr.
53. Swamp stuff
55. Bo Peep's follower

6. Pharaohs' vipers
7. Reggae's cousin
8. Indic vernacular
9. Actress Spelling
10. Like undecided jury
11. Approximately (2 words)
12. Retired, shortened
15. Saudi's southern neighbor
20. Peas, in Middle English
22. Adam's biblical partner
24. Chemical agent in a reac-
tion
25. *Cronus or Oceanus
26. Hacienda brick
27. Under
29. *One of Zeus' disguises
31. Arabian Peninsula country
32. Stimulant
33. Gather
34. *Hercules' Lernaean foe

36. Lump in yarn
38. High school club
42. Hot coal
45. Alert (2 words)
49. Ever, to a poet
51. Used a credit card
54. Frustration, in a comic
book
56. Swelling
57. School hallway permit
58. Sheltered, nautically
59. Female Norse deity
60. "I dare you!" (2 words)
61. Use a Smith Corona
62. Squeezed or ____ out
63. Faux pas
64. Koppel and Turner
67. "Wheel of Fortune" request
(2 words)

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15
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CYSTIC FIBROSIS Mega Sale
with Partial Proceeds going to
CF, Friday- Saturday, Oct. 14-
15, 8am- 4pm Daily. Asbury
Church Located at 81 Fire-
house Rd., in Otto, NC across
from the Otto Fire Department.
Items Include: Halloween Dec-
orations & Supplies, Fall &
Home Decor, Pet Supplies, Fur-
niture, Gas Logs Set and So
Much More! Numerous Items
Only $1. We would appreciate
your support.
HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.

OKTOBERFEST DINNER
Silent Auction, 4:30-8 p.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 21, the church hall, 299
Maple St., Franklin. Benefits St.,
Francis Food Pantry. Dinner:
Brats, German Potato Salad,
Sauerkraut, Dessert and Drinks.
Tickets on sale weekdays at
church office, weekends after
mass, at the door. Adults $15,
Children $5.
REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.
APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RES-
CUE Thrift Store, Open Tuesday
thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm, 1521
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-3046.

26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words 
or less
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TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

828-349-4500
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NCIn Otto since 1998

TRUCK CAPS

AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIZZEE YYOOUURR RRIIDDEE!!

• Licensed &  
Insured

GA 706-970-9036

• Remodeling • Repair

• Commercial & 
Residential

NC 828-371-7035
DIRK SPIER

Providing Exceptional Quality, Professionalism & Value  
for Over 30 Years!

828-788-0627
H   rd  ood•L      in   te 

       terproof vinyl pl   nK

AHS FlooriNg

Google rating

GRADING, FINISH Grading
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Pro-
fessional Service Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully in-
sured. 20+ years experi-
ence.(845)807-1326.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior
Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any
Price. (828)200-7549.
SENIOR CARE SITTER
Needed, Light Housekeeping,
$15 hour, 4 to 5 hours a day.
Sarah (770)757-7500.
HEALTHY HOMES Lite Clean-
ing in Natural Ways, Since
1994, In Home Personal Care.
Shopping, Healthy Cooking,
Dr. Visits, House Sitting, Pet
Sitting and Other. (813)431-
3643.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & In-
stallation of Pumps and Iron
Removal Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176. 
GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No Job
Too Small, Free Estimates.
Call Rick Hall (828)371-3566.
FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior pressure washing decks,
RV’s you name it. I’m Insured,
I can bring my own water and
your estimate is free! For any
questions call (828)200-5298.
We’re happy to help!
MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also Painting, New Construc-
tion, Repairs, 30 Years Experi-
ence, (828)200- 4478.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertiliz-
ing, Hardscapes, Steps, Re-
taining Walls, Grading, Gravel,
Design, Grounds Maintenance
and Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates
(828)524- 6959.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure
Washing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Insured. Cell
(239)860-0117, home (828)332-
4382.
MELTON’S ROOFING Gutter
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your
Roof and Gutter Needs.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.
SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free Es-
timates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.
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DREAMWARE Part time posi-
tion in operating mostly auto-
mated manufacturing
machines for exciting new kids
toy startup company. Get in on
the ground floor. We develop
our own products, build our
own production equipment and
CNC machine our own injec-
tion molds. Call (828)349-4043
for more info.
HOME CARE PARTNERS
Want a flexible work schedule
with benefits? Mon–Fri. No
nights or weekends. Full and
Part-time positions. Help
someone remain independent
in their home rather than be in-
stitutionalized. A lot of people
need a little help and you could
be that someone who cares.
Up to $12.50 per hour. Call
Home Care Partners
(828)586-1570 or (828)507-
6065. Applications available at
525 Mineral Springs Drive,
Sylva.
CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
is looking to hire a full-time in-
dividual to assist in the paint
department. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections
and sundry items, stocking
shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds.
This individual must be de-
pendable, self-motivated, have
great customer service skills
and be willing to learn. We will
offer on-the-job training, so ex-
perience is not necessary. For
more information, call Derek
Taylor @ (828)200- 9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center
to fill out an application.
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MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE
Friday & Saturday. 8-1, Daily,
Carson Community Center,
3001 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin,
Holiday Decorations, House-
hold Items, Clothes, Jewelry
and More!
MULTI-FAMILY Yard Sale. Out-
door/Camping items, ATV’s, util-
ity trailers, kids items,
household and more! Friday
and Saturday October 14/15.
8am-4pm. 754 Crawford Rd,
Franklin.
HUGE INDOOR Yard Sale this
Sat 8 am-2 pm Coon Club Bldg,
3056 Wide Horizon Dr, Franklin
furniture, clothing, household
items, and more! Benefits
scholarships for women through
P.E.O./Chapter CL, Franklin
4-FAMILY Rain or Shine, Friday
14th, 8am-4pm, Saturday 15th,
8am-2pm, ‘620 Ned Hill Rd.’
28N to Right on Cowee Creek
Rd., Right on Ruby Mine Rd. to
Left on Ned Hill Rd, at the Barn.
Lots of Goodies. (828)342-
8077.
CYSTIC FIBROSIS Mega Sale
with Partial Proceeds going to
CF, Friday-Saturday, Oct. 14-
15, 8am-4pm Daily. Asbury
Church Located at 81 Fire-
house Rd., in Otto, NC across
from the Otto Fire Department.
Items Include: Halloween Dec-
orations & Supplies, Fall &
Home Decor, Pet Supplies, Fur-
niture, Gas Logs Set and So
Much More! Numerous Items
Only $1. We would appreciate
your sup- port.
TWO FAMILY SALE Saturday,
October 15, 8am- 3pm. Furni-
ture, Electrical Items, Ladders,
Boys Clothes, Toys, Small and
Large Appliances. 6356 U.S.
441S Sylva.
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3-25 ACRES 15 minutes south
of Highlands bordering pro-
tected Chattooga River head-
waters. Amazing views, springs,
good road. $20k/acre and up.
Owned by one family for 180
years. First time available as
small tracts. (828)974-1137.
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2BD/2BA FULLY FURNISHED
available 11/1/22. Minimum 6
months. call (817)219-2477.
2 BEDROOM furnished apart-
ment in wooded area four miles
from town. $1200/monthly, In-
cludes all utilities and wi-fi.
Short term rental of one to three
months. Call or text (828)380-
0275.
SPACIOUS 3BR/2.5BA Town-
house, Available, Fireplace,
Close In $1600/monthly. Text
(828)347-2345.

2019 RAM 1500 Tradesman,
white, crew cab, 4x4. 5.7L
Hemi, tow package, PL, PW,
backup camera, 18700 miles.
$35,500. (828)421-1671.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.
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TOW BEHIND 48” Profes-
sional Power DR Road Grader
and Utility Cart $600 OBO.
Contact Lynne at (805)883-
8815. chalynhoyte@gmail.com
USED RED OAK WALL cabi-
nets for sale. All are 12”d X 30”h
X 36”w. $25 each. Call
(828)369-6616.
SAMSUNG 46” 3D TV SONY
3D DVD Player, 65 Great 3D
DVDs, 3 Speakers, $150, 828-
349-2746.
B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE’S Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, G.I. 5 gallon
Gas/Water Cans! We Buy, Trade
all Types Clothes, Field Gear,
W/C Poncho Liner, Woobie.
Open Monday-Friday 9-6, Satur-
day 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge Rd.
Franklin, (828)349-3140. bandm-
sur plus@gmail.com
BUYING WILD GINSENG
Every Day 1pm-9pm. Best Price
Paid. Large Amounts Welcome.
Call Ricky Teem (828)371-1802
or (828)524- 7748.
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SUBSCRIBE!

828.369.6767
maconcountynews@gmail.com

12 Months - $29.00
6 Months - $16.00
3 Months - $11.00

(includes tax)



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

CARS

SUVS

TRUCKS

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536 
2022 Edge Sport 101 
2021 Kia Optima EX 20,010 
2020 Chevrolet Camaro 25,641 
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263 
2019 Dodge Challenger SXT 16,993 
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT 55,584 
2019 Nissan Sentra 66,190 
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009 
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 53,520 
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692 
2018 Traverse LT AWD 95,105 
2017 Dodge Journey 110,982 
2017 Honda Fit 59,209 
2013 Hyundia Genesis 6 SPD 69,381 
2013 VW Beetle Convertible 67,099

2022 BMV X5 1,402 
2022 Buick Enclave Essence 1,372 
2022 Honda Passport Trailsport 4,512 
2022 Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited 10,539 
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe 33,592 
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 
2021 GMC Yukon XL 53,356 
2021 Grand Cherokee L 13,279 
2021 Jeep Wrangler Sport 8,094 
2020 Acura MDX AWD 46,606 
2020 Buick Encore 34,808 

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2020 Chevrolet Trax 7,250 
2020 Chevrolet Trax Premier 28,030 
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261 
2020 Grand Cherokee Trailhawk 26,226 
2020 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon Unlimited 24,249 
2019 Chevrolet Blazer RS 45,231 
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162 
2019 Chevrolet Trax AWD 16,288 
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316 
2019 Honda Pilot EX 40,801 
2019 Jeep Cherokee 4x4 65,409 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 
2018 Ford Explorer Sport 57,475 
2018 Forerunner TRD Sport 65,055 
2018 Nissan Murano 53,903 
2017 Rogue SV 58,866 
2016 Chevrolet Traverse LS AWD 62,942 
2016 Dodge Grand Caravan 76,458 
2016 Lexus RX 350 72,919 
2016 Sorrento LX 112,933 
2016 Toyota Sequoia 96,869 
2015 Suburban LT 92,352 
2011 Jeep Wrangler 108,260

2022 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ 4,635 
2022 Ram 2500 5,273 
2021 2500 LT 4x4 16,442 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 RST 34,026 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado 8,980 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 

2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432 
2021 Chevrolet Trailboss Crew 22,256 
2021 Colorado Z-71 12,912 
2021 F-150 Crew 4x4 32,251 
2021 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251 
  2021 GMC Canyon Elevation 50,934 
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647 
2021 Toyota Tacoma TRD Sport 10,557 
2020 Chevrolet 2500 Diesel 8,241 
2020 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 52,944 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 Colorado Ext Cab ZR2 26,842 
2020 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448 
2019 Chevrolet 1500 Trailboss 36,741 
2019 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ Crew 38,248 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359 
2019 Colorado WT 4x4 6,261 
2019 Ford F-150 Punisher 53,682 
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811 
2019 Nissan Frontier 90,486 
2019 Ram 3500 Flatbed 58,192 
2018 Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 28,131 
2018 Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 50,934 
2018 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ Crew 56,558 
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542 
2018 Colorado ZR2 36,012 
2013 Ford F-250 DSL 85,920

   COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET  
          REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE
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