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Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer 

The Town of Franklin Council meeting on Sept. 6 kicked
off with Mayor Jack Horton recognizing Public Works for its
role during recent waterline breaches within the city. Public
Works Director Bill Deal and employees Jeff Alexander and
Chris Green were each thanked by Mayor Horton on behalf
of the council. Further agenda recognitions included intro-
duction of Code Enforcement Officer Frank Belanger by
Town Planner Justin Setser as well as Life Saving Awards
presented by Franklin Police Department (FPD) Captain of
Field Operations Devin Holland.
Capt. Holland explained the circumstances surrounding
the life-saving incident.
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“On Friday, Aug. 19, 2022, Melissa Maner was traveling
south on U.S. Highway 23 bypass in Franklin. … She went
airborne between two bridges and landed on U.S. Highway
64 (Highlands Road) underneath the bridges. Maner’s vehi-
cle then caught fire, at which time Alan Cochran with the
North Carolina Department of Transportation, and Jeremy
Reed of Clayton, Ga., pulled Maner from the fiery vehicle.” 
Cochran and Reed were also presented a FPD challenge
coin for their heroic efforts that day. The accident victim was
present at the meeting and tearfully thanked both recipients
for their "bravery.”
Two proclamations included Constitution Week and Day

See COUNCIL page 2

www.themaconcountynews.com

828.369.6767
www.themaconcountynews.com
maconcountynews@gmail.com

PRST STD U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT 22

GOODER PUBLISHING CORP.
FRANKLIN, NC 28734-3401

The Macon County

& Shopping Guide

The Overlook Theatre Company presents Tommie Sawyer and Huckmary Finn, a new twist on the classic tale by Mark Twain.The two
friends witness a murder one night in a graveyard and their friend Muff gets blamed for it. Tommie and Huckmary make a plan to re-
deem Muff and expose the real killer, which leads to an adventure along the banks of the mighty Mississippi River.  The one-act com-
edy is filled with laughs, thrills and a loads of friendship. The show stages this weekend Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. nightly at the
Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing Arts. For ticket information, visit smokymountainarts.com.
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of Service and Remembrance for 9/11. Mayor Horton read
the Constitution Proclamation in the presence of Mary Vic-
toria W. Baker, Regent, National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution (NSDAR), Battle of Sugartown Chap-
ter. The proclamation states, "September 19 2022 marks the
two hundred thirty-fifth (235) anniversary of the drafting of
the Constitution of the United States of America by the Con-

stitutional Convention,” and that “… all citizens are encour-
aged to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the Constitution
had in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaran-
teed to us through this guardian of our liberties, remember-
ing that lost rights may never be regained …"

The other proclamation, which was not an agenda item,
was presented by Mayor Horton in the presence of Chief of
Police Bill Harrell and Fire Chief Ben Ormond. Sunday,
Sept. 11, has been declared a day of service and remem-
brance in honor of those lost during the events of Tuesday,
Sept. 11, 2001.

The council heard two presentations, one by Marianne
Martinez, executive director of Vecinos and Russ Harris, ex-
ecutive director, Southwestern Commission. Martinez de-
livered a summary of Vecinos, a nonprofit organization

focusing on medical
care on behalf of
Macon County low
income residents,
most of whom are
farm workers. Har-
ris delivered an Af-
fordable Housing
Report which in-
cluded area growth
statistics, population
demographics, and a
study based on
2020-2025 projected
housing needs. The
report indicated that
an influx of younger
people, 30-39 years
old, are moving into
Macon County and
affordable housing
is needed to accom-
modate the changing demographics. The report found that
based on national statistics, if someone is spending more
than 30% of their income for housing and utilities, housing
is not affordable. Anyone who is making under $46,000 a
year may not be able to afford housing in the area, explained
Harris. The report listed occupations averaging under
$46,000 a year as teachers, police officers, food service em-
ployees, and more.

The Consent Agenda was approved and the public speak-
ers session included Dave Linn, who thanked the Council
for their support of ’80s Flashback Weekend, which raised
$20,000 for Shriners and will benefit 115 children. Also
speaking was Beverly Butcher, who presented climate
change concerns. 

New Business
In new business, two Franklin residents, who reside on the

dead-end section of Riverview Heights Street, requested a
speed limit reduction from 25 to 15 miles per hour for their
street, which includes six homes and where speeding has
been an issue. Franklin Town Attorney John Henning rec-
ommended the council issue an official ordinance directing
the speed limit reduction if approved. Additionally, Mayor
Horton offered for the Council to consider alternate steps in
the event a speed limit reduction does not adequately address

Mayor Jack Horton thanked the Public Works Department for
efficient efforts regarding recent incidents; representing the de-
partment (from left) was Jeff Alexander, Chris Green, and Di-
rector Bill Deal.

Jeremy Reed and Allen Cochran were recognized by Franklin Police De-
partment Captain of Field Operations Devin Holland for their efforts in
saving Melissa Maner from a burning vehicle.

residents' concerns.
Three street closure requests were approved; they include:

Nikwasi Lane for Trail of Tears National Conference, Sept.
20; Iotla Street for a concert at the Gazebo, Oct. 8; and a por-
tion of Carolina Mountain Drive for a Sk828 fundraiser at
Altered Frequencies on Oct. 29.

In a closed session, the council discussed a parcel of land
that is adjacent to an existing town-owned property that has
become available and would allow for improved sewer line
access. The council discussed the necessity to access utilities
and potential for future greenway connectivity with this pur-
chase. Council Member Stacy Guffey made a motion, sec-
onded by Council Member David Culpepper, to approve
purchase of a parcel of land, approximately 14 acres, from
Mainspring Conservation Trust for a price of $22,000. This
purchase will provide access to Franklin sewer lines and au-
thorize Town Manager Amie Owens to execute the contract
contingent upon the approval by the Mainspring Conserva-
tion Trust’s board. The motion was approved.

The next Town Council meeting is scheduled for Monday,
October 3. 

The Never Forget 5K and Lil' Engine That Could Fun
Run/Walk will be Saturday, Sept. 10. Build a Scarecrow at
the Gazebo, sponsored by the Streets of Franklin Heritage
Association, will be held Sunday, Sept. 11.

Melissa Maner thanked Jeremy
Reed and Allen Cochran for
saving her from her burning ve-
hicle during an Aug. 19 acci-
dent.
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Good Neighbor Clinic this weekend 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

The first annual Good Neighbor Clinic
(GNC), planned for Sept. 10-11, is expected
to meet the needs of upwards of 400 people.
On Saturday and Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m., and then from 1-3 p.m., at the Robert
C. Carpenter Building (Macon County
Community Building) 1288 Georgia Road
in Franklin is an opportunity for uninsured,
underinsured, and underserved individuals
to receive and/or inquire about free services,
such as hair cutting and dental care. A food
pantry and an NC Works jobs’ booth will be
onsite. Habitat for Humanity will provide an
opportunity to apply for free home repairs,
while the Macon County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment will present child car seat resources
and more. 

Good Neighbor Clinic director David
Benjamin Graham, who is the Community
Services Carolina Conference Director for
Seventh Day Adventists, serving North and
South Carolina, explained that the pandemic
slowed down plans a year ago to offer the
GNC. However, multiple professional “part-
ners” have come together to provide various
services, and corporate and private grants
were secured to assist financially so that the
event’s resources are free. 

“The GNC seeks to provide resources to
aid people in breaking the poverty cycle
through spiritual, emotional, and tangible

means,” pointed out Graham. “Our mission
statement is to meet the healthcare needs
and other needs of the underserved in
Macon and surrounding counties. We expect
skepticism. People will say, ‘Is it really
free?’ It certainly is. We just want to help
people.”

Inspiration for GNC came from the
Smoky Mountains Veteran Stand Down,
which occurred Aug. 25 this year; this event
also provides various free services and in-
formation – but for veterans only. 

“The GNC will help veterans as well as
the general community,” said Graham. Al-
though hearing services were advertised,
they may not be offered this weekend due to
complications with the provider volunteers.
However, Graham expects many people will
come to GNC because of the dental services. 

“We have dentists who will be on hand to
alleviate immediate suffering as well as
other issues. Many people are concerned
about the cost of dental care, but the GNC
provides an opportunity for dental assess-
ments and basic treatments. Anyone who
needs additional dental care will be able to
make an appointment and be seen in a den-
tist’s office by a dentist. 

The Good Neighbor Clinic is a Christian
ministry of the Franklin Church of the Car-
olina Conference of Seventh-day Adven-
tists. For more information, visit:
http://www.goodneighborclinics.org.

GREAT grants to connect 2,700
households, businesses in Macon
County to high speed internet  

Governor Roy Cooper announced re-
cently that nearly 85,000 households and
more than 2,400 businesses in 69 counties
across North Carolina are set to receive ac-
cess to high-speed internet thanks to more
than $206 million of Growing Rural
Economies with Access to Technology
(GREAT) grants. This is the state’s largest
round of GREAT grant awards to date. With
this announcement, over $260 million in
GREAT grants have been awarded to
providers since July 2022. Additional grants
are expected to be announced this fall. 

“The Broadband money is being distrib-
uted to providers currently and more money
is available but the providers need to apply,”
said Senator Kevin Corbin. “Contact your
provider and ask for an update and remind
them to apply. You may call the North Car-
olina Broadband Office to obtain specific
information on which providers have ap-
plied and where they are located. Money is
being provided to all Western North Car-
olina counties.”

In Macon County, the $3.7 million grant
to Frontier Communications will connect
2,700 households and businesses and will
require a $665,000 match.

The N.C. Department of Information
Technology’s (NCDIT) Broadband Infra-
structure Office, part of the Division of
Broadband and Digital Equity,  awarded
GREAT grants to expand broadband infra-
structure to the following internet service
providers in WNC:

• Buncombe County: Frontier Communi-
cations of The Carolinas (Frontier)

• Cherokee County: Blue Ridge Mountain
EMC (Blue Ridge Mountain EMC)

• Graham County: Zitel LLC
• Haywood County: Spectrum Southeast,

LLC (Charter Communications dba Spec-
trum)

• Henderson County: Cebridge Acquisi-
tion, LP (Optimum)

• Jackson County: Spectrum Southeast,
LLC (Charter Communications dba Spec-
trum)

• Macon County: Frontier Communica-
tions of The Carolinas (Frontier)

• Swain County: Zito West Holding, LLC
(Zito Media)

According to the N.C. Office of Digital
Infrastructure once the final grant agree-
ments are signed in about a month, contrac-
tors will have two years to deliver the
projects.

“High-speed internet access is critical for
people to work, learn, access telehealth and
connect with one another,” said Governor
Cooper. “Thanks to this significant GREAT
grant award funding, many more North Car-
olina families and small business owners
will have the tools they need to succeed in in
today’s digital world.”

As part of the application process, Sena-
tor Kevin Corbin and Rep. Karl Gillespie,
and other leaders in WNC provided letters
of recommendation in support of specific
projects to improve internet for rural areas
of the state.  

“I wrote a letter of recommendation for
Zito West Holding to be granted this $3.9
million with a required $702,000 match,”
said Corbin. “All the counties in my district
are set to receive grants with applications in
and being processed.” 

Clay County was awarded a GREAT
grant as part of the application process last
month. 

For Swain County, the $3.9 million
GREAT grant will connect 1,619 house-
holds and businesses. Jackson County serv-
ice provider Spectrum Southeast was
awarded a $3.8 million grant to connect
1,156 households and requires a $674,000
match. 

The GREAT grant program provides
matching grants to internet service providers
and electric membership cooperatives that
may partner with individual counties to
compete for funding to expand high-speed
internet service to unserved and underserved
areas of the state. The GREAT grant awards
are in addition to the $23.4 million awarded
on July 18 and the $30.8 million awarded on
August 1 of the $350 million total funding
for this round.

Brittney Lofthouse contributed to this ar-
ticle.
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Community invited to sneak preview of new Angel Medical Center 
Clint Kendall  – CNO/CEO  
Angel Medical Center 
 
It has been quite the journey for everyone here at Angel 

Medical Center (AMC). What started as an ambitious vision 
for the future of healthcare in Franklin and Macon County in 
2018 has culminated into a beautiful, state-of-the-art health-
care facility at 124 One Center Court.  

The time we’ve been waiting for impatiently has fi-
nally arrived. Every Angel Medical Center team mem-
ber is excited to be able to share what our new hospital 
looks like. We’re able to do just that by offering a se-
ries of behind-the-scenes tours at our Open House 
event, scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 13, from 1 to 7 
p.m. 

Touring our hospital is a great way to show pride in 
our community and support the incredible folks who 
have served the community tirelessly since the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 pandemic two-and-a-half years 
ago. The Angel Medical Center team is proud of their 
new home — and how that translates into even better 
patient care.  

During the Open House, tours will be led by hospital staff, 
and visitors will get to see all the areas of the new hospital — 
even those that non-hospital staff wouldn’t usually be allowed 
in, so get ready to ignore those “Authorized Personnel” signs 
with your tour guide!  

Visitors won’t just see an impressively designed new facil-
ity with sparkling finishes and the latest in medical technology, 
however. Making the trip to our Open House event will en-

able community members to realize yet again that Angel Med-
ical Center is still our community hospital, filled with dedi-
cated and compassionate providers and staff. Their goal is to 
provide the best care to patients and offer support in many dif-
ferent ways to their families, whether that means updating 
someone about their spouse’s condition or providing a space 
where a visitor can enjoy a comforting meal.  

Though the services we will offer are the same as those we 
provided in our previous facility, they will be enhanced by im-
proved technology and a physical space that is spacious and 
beautifully updated.  

One of the most exciting features of the tour will be our up-
graded Emergency Department. Its enhancements will allow 
us to treat patients whose needs are more medically complex. 
Visitors will also get the rare chance to see and hear how we 

keep our community safe through a sophisticated emergency 
preparedness plan.  

Another exciting area included in the tour is our Radiology 
department, which is equipped with new MRI, CT, nuclear 
medicine, X-Ray, ultrasound, and 3D mammography ma-
chines. If healthcare is less your thing and you prefer to see 
how things work, we have building automation systems and 

super-efficient chillers and boilers that utilize technology 
to ensure we are able to maintain a safe environment. 

Come on out on Sept. 13  to show your support for 
Franklin’s hospital. We are all here to serve and care for 
you, ensuring that the most advanced healthcare is right 
in your backyard.  

I would also like to take a moment to introduce you to 
Cara Smith RN, BSN, our newest leadership team mem-
ber. She will be helping the clinical team as the Director 
of Clinical Operations. Her responsibilities will be fo-
cused on providing excellent care to every patient, every 
time.  

Cara is from Franklin and comes from a family of care-
givers and nurses. She received her bachelor’s degree in 
Nursing from Bob Jones University. Cara lives here and 

is supported by her husband and two daughters.   
The gifts of a gleaming new hospital and team members like 

Cara should make all of us grateful. I hope to see you at our 
Open House so we can celebrate our community and the dra-
matic advancements that the new AMC will fuel.  

Clint Kendall, FACHE, MBA, MSN, BSN, RN, is Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer/Chief Nursing Officer of Angel Medical Cen-
ter.
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Believer Archery offers challenges, activities for all skill levels 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer  

 
When area archery clubs waned or disap-

peared, Beau Bishop and his father, Dennis 
Bishop, decided to found Believer Archery, a 
Scholastic 3D Archery (S3DA) organization. 
At events such as last weekend’s Realistic 3D 
tournament, archers of all levels and ages sign 
up to try their skill at hitting 25 3D targets that 
resemble various animals. S3DA is similar to 

golf in that participants walk from station to 
station and shoot targets – foam animals – to 
score points. 

“These targets are set to present a physi-
cally, mentally, and spiritually challenging 
course. In fact, we host a shoot about once a 
month from about January through Septem-
ber,” Beau Bishop explained. 

Believer Archery was started three years 
ago as both a Christian ministry and an activ-

ity that can earn participating 
students scholarship opportuni-
ties typically available to tradi-
tional athletes, such as football 
players or cross country runners, 
but seldom accessible for 
archers.  

Believer Archery shoots in-
volve various activities including 
opportunities to swap, trade, and 
sell hunting, fishing, or archery 
gear as well as raffles. 

“I’ve been involved in archery 
for about 15 years,” said Beau. “I 
began competing on a national 
level and determined there are 
programs out there to get kids in-
volved. S3DA is a national pro-
gram that offers students starting 
at eight years old a chance to ac-
cumulate scholarships. A few 
have gotten full rides through 
Believer Archery in the past few 
years.” 

Beau learned archery from his 
father.  

“He got me into it when I was 

little, and I began to hunt 
deer with a compound bow.” 

Beau pointed out that Be-
liever Archery is as much 
about sportsmanship and 
skill as it is about hearing 
and sharing the gospel of 
Jesus. 

 “Sometimes before our 
events, a local pastor will 
give a message and offer a 
prayer. Whatever the Lord 
lays on our hearts is what we 
share with others.”  

He added, “Our main goal 
is to spread the gospel and 
we do something we love 
through this sport. With the 
shoots, we have a printed 
gospel presentation out on 
the course.” 

Beau has competed on the 
national level through the 
Archery Shooters Associa-
tion and has achieved up to 
45 yards in competitions. He 
placed third nationally this 
year as Shooter of the Year.  

“The biggest benefit of archery is the ca-
maraderie and fellowship,” pointed out Beau. 
“We go to events and we might be with 2,000 
other shooters. Great people. They help and 
encourage one another. It’s like a big family. 
I’ve even met shooters from other countries.”  

Money raised during Believer Archery 
events goes to purchasing food, targets, and 
other supplies for the club. Plus, donations are 

Believer Archery provides an opportunity for archers of all skill 
levels and ages to enjoy the sport as well as compete in other ac-
tivities.

made to local charities, such as Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home.  

“Many local families have become in-
volved in Believer Archery, and we’ve had 
people come from surrounding counties and 
states to participate in our events,” said Beau. 
“It’s the only club of its kind in this area.” 

More information on Believer Archery is 
available on its social media sites or by email-
ing believerarchery@yahoo.com. 

S3DA involves participants walking from station to station to 
shoot targets – foam animals – in order to score points.
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Project Leader Workshop for Operation Christmas 
Child this Saturday at Holly Springs Baptist Church

Hundreds of locally led volunteer teams are scheduled to 
host more than 500 events across the nation during the sec-
ond weekend in September for Operation Christmas Child, 
a global project of Samaritan’s Purse that shares the true 
meaning of Christmas with children in need around the 
world. 

  Western North Carolina volunteers are gathering at 
Holly Springs Baptist 
Church in Franklin 
(366 Holly Springs 
Church Road) for our 
Annual Project Leader 
Workshop on Satur-
day, September 10, 
from 11 am to 2 pm. 
  Workshop is to sup-
port and connect vol-
unteers with those 
who are leading their 
families, community 
groups, and churches 
to pack gift-filled 
shoebox gifts. This is 
a free event that is 
open to anyone wish-
ing to help encourage 
their church, business, 
or community group 
promote their community efforts to pack shoeboxes with 
school supplies, hygiene items, and fun toys which will 
contribute to the project’s global goal of reaching more than 
11 million children in Jesus’ name.  You can register or di-
rect questions to June Trull, at email:  jtrull.occ2017@hot-
mail.com; however registration is not required to attend.  

Light lunch will be served.  
For more information on how to participate in Opera-

tion Christmas Child, visit samaritanspurse.org/occ. Par-
ticipants can donate $10 per shoebox gift online through 
“Follow Your Box” and receive a tracking label to dis-
cover its destination. Those who prefer the convenience 
of online shopping can browse samaritanspurse.org/buil-

donline to select 
gifts matched to a 
child’s specific age 
and gender, then fin-
ish packing the vir-
tual shoebox by 
adding a photo and 
personal note of en-
couragement. Boxes 
built online go to 
hard-to-reach coun-
tries. 

 Operation Christ-
mas Child, a project 
of Samaritan's 
Purse, seeks to 
demonstrate God’s 
love in a tangible 
way to children in 
need around the 
world and, together 

with the local church worldwide, to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child 
has collected and delivered more than 198 million gift-
filled shoeboxes to children in more than 170 countries 
and territories. This year, Operation Christmas Child will 
collect its 200-millionth shoebox!

School consolidaton 
topic of lecture series 

On Monday, Sept. 19, the 
lecture series Where We Live: 
History, Nature, and Culture 
will present a program on "The 
Consolidation of Macon 
County Schools from 1920 to 
1950 – the Costs and Benefits 
of a Progressive Philosophy in 
Public Education."  

John deVille will speak 
about this movement that trans-
formed rural community 
schools. 

 Macon County had approx-
imately 59 schools in 1925 and 
currently has 11 schools oper-
ating in 2022. How and why did that happen and what were the 
reasons for school consolidation in Macon County, across the 
state, across the nation? What were the political philosophies 
guiding that transition? What was the nature of the frequently 
hot debate over consolidation? What were the costs and bene-
fits of school consolidation to students and our communities? 
And finally, what ripples were set in motion which still impact 
public education in 2022? 

John deVille is a Macon County native, a product of Macon 
County Schools, a son of a Macon County public school teacher, 
and has taught American History, Government, and Philosophy 
at Franklin High School since 1996. He holds a BA in philoso-
phy from UNC Chapel Hill and a BS in social science education 
from Western Carolina University. He advocates for education 
in the region and state. He has taught free online classes to adults 
in the areas of U.S. history and philosophy since 2019.  

The program will be held at the Cowee School Arts and Her-
itage Center at 51 Cowee School Drive in Franklin, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.

John deVille
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Dan Finnerty – Sports Writer 
 
After two wins on the road to start the season, Franklin 

High School (FHS) lost its first home game in overtime to 
the Swain County High School (SCHS) Maroon Devils last 
Friday in the Panther Pit. While steady rain was not fore-
casted, nearly the entire second half was played in a down-
pour. In addition to the challenging conditions, FHS lost its 
star tailback/linebacker Ty Handley (#15) before halftime 
to a nagging shoulder injury.  

With Handley out, backs Daniel Ensley (#3) and Brayden 
Watts (#14) did their best to help secure another win for the 
Panthers. However, with the adverse playing conditions 
came turnovers - four total; two for FHS and two for SCHS. 

After back and forth action in the first quarter that in-
cluded a fumble committed by each team, plus a turnover on 
downs by the Maroon Devils, FHS had SCHS at 4th and 18 
to start the second quarter after a sack on third down by En-
sley. Instead of punting, Swain went for it and quarterback 
Gabe Lillard connected with running back Joshua Collins 
for a touchdown and a 7-0 lead. FHS was fortunate at half 
time to only be down one score as SCHS began every first 
half possession in Panther territory. 

At 9:02 in the third quarter, FHS finally broke through 
and tied the game on a 10-yard touchdown run by Watts and 
extra point by kicker Daniel Riddle (#17). That would be 
the last scoring in regulation due to rain and good defense 

played by both teams. Over-
time started with FHS having 
first possession at the 10-yard 
line, going in. After three 
downs the team had to settle 
for a field goal from Riddle 
for a brief 10-7 lead.  On 
SCHS’s first play, a sweep 
around the right side resulted 
in a touchdown and six points 
for a final score of 13-10, Ma-
roon Devils. 

FHS Head Coach Josh 
Brooks pointed out that, “we 
missed some major opportu-
nities on offense.” The Pan-
thers had some short field 
opportunities in the second 
half of the game but prior to 
the overtime field goal were 
unable to score. Coach 
Brooks expressed disappoint-
ment in Handley’s ongoing 
shoulder woes but also said, 
“we have to do our part to 
make sure he is 100 percent 
healthy before he returns.”  

With a week 
off before play-
ing their next game, which is on the road, 
Brooks expressed hope that the team will not 
only be healthy but will also take something 
positive away from a tough loss.  

According to the head coach, “...the old say-

ing is you will get a lot better after your first loss. I’ll look 
forward to seeing how our team responds.”  

Franklin’s next game is September 16, at East Hender-
son High School (Eagles), which stands at 1-2 for the sea-
son. 

Excitement was high for the Panthers first home game as the FHS cheerleaders welcomed the players on the field.

Brayden Watts scores from 10 yards out for the Franklin Panthers in the third quarter. Daniel Rid-
dle kicked for the extra point tying the game at 7-7.

Players take the field for first home game of the season. 

FHS Panthers lose rainy home opener against Swain  
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The Legislative Review 
Rep. Karl E. Gillespie

The reconvening of long
session begins in January
2023.  Until that time, The
Legislative Review will con-
tinue highlighting key aspects
of North Carolina's budget as
well as significant legislation
passed during the biennium.
This week's  legislative
newsletter will focus on the
topic of justice and public
safety.

Justice and Public Safety highlights in state budget
• Total $3.4 billion for Justice and Public Safety in FY

• Court Positions: Creates and funds the costs ($12.0
million recurring/$225,000 nonrecurring) associated
with 158 new positions across the Judicial Branch to ad-
dress workload deficiencies. The new positions consist
of 83 Deputy Clerks, 10 Assistant Clerks, 38 Judicial
Support Staff, 13 Magistrates, 11 Assistant District At-
torneys, two Assistant Public Defenders, and one Ad-
ministrative Assistant.

• Crime Lab Positions: The Act creates and funds the
costs ($428,000 recurring) associated with four addi-
tional Crime Lab Scientist positions in the Department
of Justice, in addition to the eight provided in the 2021
Appropriations Act, for a net of 12 new scientist posi-
tions at the State Crime Lab for the biennium.

• Juvenile Facilities: The 2017 Juvenile Justice Rein-
vestment Act (Raise the Age) expanded the scope of ju-
venile jurisdiction, thereby increasing the number of
juveniles served in detention and youth development
centers. The 2022 Appropriations Act provides for 83
FTE to staff and operate the 60-bed Rockingham Youth
Development Center and 39 FTE to staff and operate the
24-bed Perquimans Detention Center. Total funding for
these juvenile facilities is $5.7 million.

• $1.9 million for specialized mental health and reen-
try Probation and Parole Officers. The 19 FTE will sup-
port the needs of offenders on community supervision
with persistent mental health and substance abuse issues
and facilitate access to services and programs that sup-
port successful reentry.

• $4.5 million to the State Highway Patrol to replace
outdated and out-of-warranty tasers and related equip-
ment.

• $2 million to State Bureau of Investigation for equip-
ment and information technology needs.

Rep. Karl E. Gillespie

The Macon County News letters page is a
public forum open to a wide variety of opin-
ions as a right guaranteed in the First Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution. Letters are
neither accepted nor rejected based on content.
Letters must be signed and contact information
provided. Views expressed are not necessarily
reflective of the opinions of publisher, editor or
staff. Writers are asked to refrain from per-
sonal attacks against individuals or busi-
nesses. Continued on page 11

Letters to the Editor
The challenges for America’s future continue
Every American should be troubled, attentive and very

concerned about the mishandling of classified documents
by the former president discovered by the FBI during their
lawful investigation at Trump's resort in Florida.  Politics
aside, the slow but steady erosion of respect for state secrets
and the uneven prosecution of those who willfully violate
long-standing laws governing security of classified mate-
rial; in particular, the coddling of the powerful and the harsh
punishment of subordinates creates the inevitable extension
of our seriously broken system.

In 2003, on two separate occasions, Samuel (Sandy)
Berger entered the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
and stole sensitive government documents, stuffing them
into his socks and pants.

Two years later, after he left his job as President Bill Clin-
ton's national security advisor, Berger pleaded guilty to the
theft.  He was fined $50,000, sentenced to three years pro-
bation, 100 hours of community service and denied a gov-
ernment security clearance for three years.

In 2016, a U.S. Navy sailor pleaded guilty to unauthorized
use of sensitive information for taking selfies inside a nu-
clear submarine.  The sailor, Kristian Saucier, was sentenced
to one year in prison, then home confinement with an ankle
bracelet and three years of supervision.

The Berger and Navy sailor examples were violations of
the laws forbidding the possession or illegal use of security
secrets.  In Berger's case, he was preparing for congressional
testimony.  In the sailor's case, he was excited to be on a nu-
clear submarine and forgot his duty.

In January 2021, just hours before Joe Biden was sworn
in as president, Donald Trump shipped a dozen boxes of
classified government documents to Mar-a-Lago.   These
boxes were then stored in an unsecured basement room al-
lowing Trump aides to access them freely (it's on video-
tape).  These documents were clearly labeled "Top Secret"
(among other terms) some so sensitive that protocols require
them to be read, but not removed from, secure locations like
the White House Situation Room.

In their search, the FBI listed documents relating to na-
tional security, the President of France, even nuclear mat-
ters.  Obviously there is no legitimate reason to have this
kind of material in one's home.

Donald Trump has always considered himself to be above
the law and apparently thought he could take what ever he
wanted after he lost the election, lie to the FBI about it, and
not be held accountable.  The reality is, the truth is, Ameri-
can citizens have gone to prison for a lot he former president
is renown for his absolute disregard for the rules of law but
this inconvenient fact seems to bother his disciples, includ-
ing the majority of the Republican Party, not at all.  That
does not speak well for the men and women who have made
a clear and purposeful choice to violate their oath of office,

emulating a man who willfully placed this nation (the nation
he too was sworn to protect) in extreme danger.

The battle for the soul of the Republican Party is over.  The
challenges that will determine America's future, from this
point on, continue unremittingly.  Trump proved beyond all
reasonable doubt how ill-prepared America's institutions
were to deal with an unapologetic authoritarian who,
throughout his entire adult life, has believed rules that apply
to the rest of us do not pertain to him.

We must not, for any reason or perceived circumstance,
out of fear, allow the Republican Party (or anyone) to nor-
malize his criminality.  

David Snell – Franklin, N.C.

Thanks for being honest
I humbly and gratefully thank the honest man who found

my card and returned it to my bank. What a special way to
help someone with no reward sought.  

Merrilee Bordeaux – Franklin, N.C.
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• $2 million to extend and expand the Public Safety
Broadband Network.

• $2 million for Cyber Security and Risk Manage-
ment, as well as $550,000 for the state match for federal
cybersecurity grants.

Substantial Justice and Public Safety Legislation
Increase penalties for organized retail theft and

“smash-and-grab” robberies (SB 766) -Senate Bill 766
increases the punishment for organized retail crimes and
adds additional penalties for property damage and as-
saults committed during a theft.

Clarify rape victims cannot be billed for exams (HB
674) - House Bill 674 prevents sexual assault victims
from being charged for forensic exams and requires
those convicted of domestic violence and assault to be
added to the state’s DNA database.

Increase penalties for arson and fires that injure first
responders (HB 315) - House Bill 315 increases the
punishment for arson offenses, adds additional penalty
for injuring a first responder, and strengthens criminal
history background checks of applicants to fire depart-
ments.

Strengthen domestic violence protective orders (Jor-
dan’s Law/HB 615) - House Bill 615 allows judges to
renew a domestic violence protective order to fill the
gap in time between an order’s expiration and an up-
coming court hearing.

Literacy gains in early grades
North Carolina’s education department says early-

grade students made marked improvements in reading
and literacy skills during the last school year.  The gains
came during the first full school year of a new initiative
contained within a 2021 state law designed to improve
reading proficiency.

Did You Know?
The North Carolina State Flag displays two dates.

May 20, 1775, is the date thought to have been the time
of the issuance of the Mecklenburg Declaration of In-
dependence. This document made a bold statement in
favor of independence for the colonies. It stated that
English laws were no longer in effect in Mecklenburg
County.

April 12, 1776, is the date of the Halifax Resolves. In
this document, North Carolina authorized its delegates
to the Continental Congress to vote for independence
from England. These dates celebrate the fact that North
Carolina was one of the first colonies to encourage in-
dependence from England, well before the famous date
of July 4, 1776.

GILLESPIE Continued from
page 10

What’s on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to

maconcountynews@gmail.com

Liberal policies systematically destroying our nation
Did you realize that on Jan. 6, 2021:(1) Gas was $1.93 a

gallon, (2) there was no inflation, (3) no supply chain inter-
ruptions, (4) the economy was strong (5) the border was se-
cure and controlled, (6) the Taliban was not armed with U.S.
Artillery (7) there was no lack of laborers to fill labor needs
(8) the stock market was performing at a record high (9) in-
terest rates were at a record low and (10) We, as a nation,
were energy independent. This was the State of the Union
left to Joe Biden.

Today, we have sky rocketing gas and food prices, supply
shortages, a questionable economy, labor shortages, and we
are begging for oil from enemy nations. What is wrong with
this picture? The answer? The Democratic party, overtaken
by extremists, is systematically destroying us as a nation.

Let's just focus on one of the issues that has developed
and escalated during the last 19 months: the unsecured
southern border.

1. Five million undocumented, illegal immigrants (not
counting those who sneaked in) have entered our country
since Biden took office. These are people who need food,
shelter, transportation, and medical care. They are here ille-
gally, but need and get all these services. Who do you think
is paying for it? Our tax dollars are.  Now I am all for help-
ing the poor but I am not for encouraging them to invade
our borders illegally. While many Americans are facing
homelessness without any help, and our veterans denied
some needed benefits, our government is providing all these
needs to those who have broken the law.

2. Our border cities are being overwhelmed while Wash-
ington just sits by and refuses to enforce immigration law.

3. Among those entering are terrorists (there is a list of
them that are known to be in our country at the present time)
and drug lords from Mexico and criminals.

4. Border Patrol has made 1.82 million arrests at the
Southern border in the last 10 months according to the fed-
eral government's own stats. This shows just a hint how
many criminals are among those pouring in.

5. In July alone, 2,100 pounds of fentanyl made it's way
into our country. fentanyl is just a little pill, so calculate that
into 2,100 pounds, just in July. This is an increase of 200%
over last year. 

6. So far this year, again, according to federal government:
18,000 pounds of cocaine has been seized, 138,000 pounds
of methamphetamine, and 1,300 pounds of heroin, all mak-
ing its way into our country. Thousands of Americans are
dying because of fentanyl alone and many others are be-
coming addicted to drugs, and when the drugs reach the
cities, gangs are fighting each other and law enforcement for
control of the drug traffic and committing violent crimes in
the process. An example: Recently a 13-year-old boy in Col-
orado was given fentanyl and he died. It's that dangerous
and that available.

7. President Biden refuses to continue to build a wall at the
border BUT $500,000 of taxpayer money is being spent to
build a wall around his own beachfront property! President
Biden refuses to enforce our immigration laws. 

So, while Biden has not only done nothing to benefit our

country, he is directly causing the problems and chaos that is
happening around us. Before Biden, we were energy inde-
pendent. Now we are paying our enemies to produce more
oil! Shutting down the pipeline and making it harder to pro-
duce American oil from day one, Biden's actions are directly
related to the problems we face now. I don't need to spell out
how inflation is causing so much harm to working Ameri-
cans. Half the country is living paycheck to paycheck as it is.
If any of them lose their job, they are out on the street.

Look at our economy. Businesses are finding it hard to get
help; you can see all the help wanted signs around town. But
Biden continues to pay people to sit at home and be sup-
ported by the federal government.

Liberal prosecutors refuse to prosecute crime so people are
no longer safe in the cities. Criminals are let go without bond
on a regular basis. There are multiple cases of repeat of-
fenders committing felonies and being released without
bond. Poor black people in drug infested inner cities are
being murdered on a regular basis and their liberal mayors
are doing nothing to stop it. Chicago is a prime example. But
any big city run by a liberal faces the same escalating crime
rate.

There are different theories as to why all this is being al-
lowed to happen. Some believe it is the next step to convert-
ing our country into a socialist state and allowing the federal
government to take over. Some believe these liberals simply
believe in their socialist and communist philosophy of big
government and control over every aspect of our lives. What-
ever it may be, it is literally tearing our country apart, de-
stroying our ethics and laws, eroding our freedoms and
brainwashing our youth.

Newt Gingrich pointed out that we cannot just defeat can-
didates, we must defeat ideas. The Democratic party has been
overtaken by the extreme left and they believe in overturn-
ing our Democracy. The only answer is to defeat them in the
midterm elections so we can try to put a halt to the damage
already done. That in itself will be an overwhelming chal-
lenge.

Right now there are two dangerous trends happening. 1)
Massive big government spending (bankrupting our coun-
try) to obscure these realities we are experiencing now. Free
money tends to sedate the senses. (2) And, with the invasion
of the FBI on Trump property, the media is sure to spin all
kinds of tales daily, (based on “anonymous sources”) to keep
the focus on Trump and off the real issues we face and some-
how convince us that we can trust the federal government.
Please do not be fooled.

The Democratic Party, having been hijacked by the ex-
tremists,  has betrayed working Americans.  Anyone who
votes Democratic in November is saying a big YES to: Com-
pletely open borders, increasing inflation, ongoing recession,
anarchy and the resulting chaos, socialism, brainwashing our
youth and putting the seal on the loss of our personal free-
doms. We don't get another chance after this because Biden
will have two more years to complete the destruction.

So please make up your mind to go to the polls in No-
vember and vote conservative to put a halt to this madness.
This is indeed our last chance to save what little is left of the
free America we have known, and such a democracy as we
have had will never exist again if we don't fight NOW to
keep it.

Please do your part and vote Conservative! And pray that
Almighty God will have mercy on us.

Loretta Hastings – Franklin, N.C.
J. WILLIAM GRIMMETT

PIANO INSTRUCTION
IN MACON COUNTY

bill@grmt.net, (404) 641-1801 
Master of Music Degree in Piano  Pedagogy 

Memeber Music Teachers National Association
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Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
FFaaiitthhffuullllyy ggiivviinngg ttoo

ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess

4462 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • (828) 371-0992

5500%% OOFFFF
S e l e c t  S u m m e r  I t e m s

24 E. MAIN ST. • FRANKLIN, NC      828.369.7300
BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

SSaallee CCoonnttiinnuueess
TThhiiss WWeeeekk!!

Shoppers come out for Fall Market Day The rain didn’t stop dedicated bargain shoppers from hitting the
downtown area for Fall Market Day on Saturday. Vendors and mer-
chants were on hand to welcome visitors making the most out of
the soggy weather.                          Photos by Betsey Gooder
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FARMERS
TAILGATE
MARKET

88aamm--NNoooonn

EEvveerryy SSaattuurrddaayy
88aamm--NNoooonn

EEvveerryy SSaattuurrddaayy

PPlleeaassee ccoommee oouutt &&
ssuuppppoorrtt yyoouurr llooccaall 
FFaarrmmeerr’’ss MMaarrkkeett!!

200�Block�East�Palmer�St. • Franklin,�NC

Annual  Franklin Women’s Club

FLEA MARKET
SATURDAY, SEP T. 10  •  8:00am — 1:00pm

Proceeds bene�t youth of Macon County 
Well priced Assorted Items & Baked Goods

First Presbyterian Church - Tartan Hall 
26 Church Street • Franklin, NC

828-788-0627
H   rd  ood•L      in   te 

       terproof vinyl pl   nK

AHS FlooriNg

Google rating

Pickin’ on the Square
Pickin’ on the Square is held every other Saturday night at the
gazebo in downtown Franklin. Last Saturday, the town hosted In-
termission from Alabama. The next Pickin’ will be Sept. 17 and
will feature fan favorite Paradise 56.           Photos by Betsey Gooder
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin Po-
lice Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests Au-
gust 20 - September 4. All sus-
pects are innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County Sheriff’s
Department

August 26
Justin Messer, was charged with domestic violence protec-

tive order violation. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 

August 29
Robert Michael Phillips, was charged with assault with a

deadly weapon with intent to kill, communicating threats and
assault with a deadly weapon with minor present. Matthew D.
Long made the arrest. 

August 30
Bonnie Rung, was charged with  second degree trespass.

Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Jamie Bell, was charged with violating domestic violence

protective order violation. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest.

August 31
Nicholia Lamb, was charged with failure to appear.

Matthew D. Long made the arrest. 
Jaric Thomas Keener, was charged with assault on a female.

Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest. 

September 1
Doyle Dooger Ramirez, was charged with domestic vio-

lence protective order violation. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Madeleine Marie Taylor, was charged with contempt of

court. Costin Jiglau made the arrest.
Howard Lee Dorton, was charged with assault on a female.

Joel Lynch made the arrest. 

September 2
Elijah Todd Lam, was charged with child support enforce-

ment contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 

September 4
Nathan Roy White, was charged with warrant service for

offense committed in jurisdiction. Deputy E. Sands made the
arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

August 20
Marcus Tyler Stamey, was charged with driving while im-

paired. J.A. Riles made the arrest.  
Jamie Patrick Oneal, was charged with trafficking a sched-

ule I controlled substance by possession, trafficking a sched-
ule I controlled substance by transportation, maintaining a
vehicle for use/sale/keeping a controlled substance, posses-
sion of a controlled substance on jail premises, alter criminal
evidence, possession of drug paraphernalia, fail to yield
light/siren and driving while license revoked. R.S. Dula made
the arrest. 

August 21
Juan Manuel Gonzalez-Arvizu, was charged with posses-

sion with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver marijuana, main-
tain a vehicle for use/sale/keeping of a controlled substance
and possession of drug paraphernalia. R. S. Dula made the
arrest.  

August 25
Casey Wayne Mckeehan, was charged with trafficking

methamphetamine, maintaining a vehicle for use/sale/keep-
ing of a controlled substance, possession with intent to
sell/deliver methamphetamine/possession of drug parapher-
nalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest.  

August 29
Robert Drew Houston, was charged with first degree tres-

pass enter/remain. G.D. Hovis made the arrest. 

August 30
Henry Stacey Phillips, was charged with possession of

drug paraphernalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

September 1
Issac John Carrion, was charged with domestic violence

protective order violation. M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

August 19
John Roy Russell, 46, of Three Cabin Rd., Bryson City,

was charged with failure to appear for possession of drug
paraphernalia and failure to appear for possession of
methamphetamine. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 
Charles Michael Nash, 34, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier,

was issued a true bill of indictment for felony larceny. A se-
cured bond of $10,000 was set. 

August 20
Melissa Ann Starchild, 66, of Bear Ridge Rd., Tuckasegee,

was charged with felony possession of marijuana. No bond
was set. 

August 22
Mathew Paul Leonard, 42, of Cornflower Lane, was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, felony pos-
session of a schedule II controlled substance, possession of
stolen goods/property and attempted larceny. A secured bond
of $7,500 was set. 

August 23
Obed Rueda Valentin, 26, of Charles St., Kings Mountain,

was charged with assault inflicting serous injury. No bond
was set. 
James Colby McCoslin, 39, of Oak Hill Dr., was charged

with misdemeanor child abuse and breaking and entering
non-forcible. No bond was set. 
Ronnie Lee Queen, 43, of Keepsake Lane, Whittier, was

charged with intimidating witness. No bond was set. 

August 24
Heather Nicole Moose, 32, of Gardina Lane, was charged

with failure to appear for school attendance law violation. A
secured bond of $2,500 was set. 

August 25
Carl Logan Luker, 41, of Luker Branch Rd., Tuckasegee,

was charged with failure to appear for felony probation vio-
lation for out of county, possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of methamphetamine. A secured bond of
$20,000 was set. 
Cletus James Herron, 51, of Ela Rd., Whittier, was charged

with carrying a concealed weapon and assault by pointing a
gun. No bond was set.  

August 26
Clinton Alexander Obrien, 40, of Tarragon Dr., Cashiers, was

charged with warrant services for other jurisdiction. A secured
bond of $1,200 was set. 

August 28
Mike Alexander Green, 42, of Peppermill Lane, Was charged

with attempted break or enter a building and second degree tres-
pass. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 
Stacey Cameron Hoyle Lowe, 30, of Leatherwood Rd., was

charged with failure to appear for trespassing. A secured bond of
$6,500 was set. 
John Dustin Stanley, 40, of Shady Rest, Cashiers, was charged

with communicating threats and breaking and entering. No bond
was set. 
Tammy Lynn Cucumber, 48, of Catolster Johnson Rd., Chero-

kee, was charged with resisting a public officer and driving while
impaired. No bond was set. 

August 29
Michael Anthony Lalka, 38, of Live Oak Dr., was charged

with failure to appear for misdemeanor larceny and break or
enter a motor vehicle. A secured bond of $4,000 was set. 

August 30
Angela Marie Wiggins, 46, of Boot Hill, Whittier, was

charged with child support purge. A secured bond of $369.59
was set.
David Charles Robert,  42, of Jim Sellers Rd., was charged

with assault causing serious bodily injury. A secured bond
of $25,000 was set. 
Raven Cordell Cabe, 22, of Billy Cove Rd., was charged

with sexual battery and assault on a female. No bond was
set. 

August 31
Jamie Lynn Reynosa, 40, of Snowdrift Lane, was charged

with contributing to the delinquency of minor, resisting a
public officer, failure to heed lights and siren and assault on
a government official/employee. A secured bond of $1,500
was set. 
Caleb Wesley Scott, 19, of Chapman Dr., Asheville, was

charged with failure to appear for injury to personal prop-
erty. A secured bond of $500 was set. 
William Joseph Conner, 31, of River Park, was charged

with larceny after breaking or entering and breaking and en-
tering. A secured bond of $20,000 was set. 
Susan Murphy Rice, 53, of Heady Mountain Rd.,

Cashiers, was charged with contributing to the delinquency
of a juvenile. An unsecured bond was set. 

September 1
David Sancheze Mills, 43, of Sylva, was charged with true

bill of indictment, possession of a controlled substance on
prison/jail premises and felony possession of a schedule II
controlled substance. A secured bond of $155,000 was set.
William Kenneth Drasdo,  42, of Craft Circle, Dillsboro,

was charged with resist/delay/obstruct and first degree tres-
pass. No bond was set. 

September 2
Michael Brandon Curd, 38, of Middle Ridge Rd., was

charged with assault on a female. No bond was set. 
George Arthur Pohl, 40, of Trout Creek, Glenville, was

charged with fugitive warrant for identity theft, drive/allow
motor vehicle with no registration, reckless driving to en-
danger, resisting a public officer and flee/elude arrest with a
motor vehicle. A secured bond of $25,000 was set. 
Ryan Keith Watty, 27, of Hallie Manor Ct., was charged

with failure to appear for violation of a court order, traffic of-
fense and possession of a stolen motor vehicle. A secured
bond of $500 was set. 

V i s i t  U s  O n l i n e  a t  www.TheMaconCountyNews.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are al-
lergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like di-
apers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off
Highlands Road.

Discover Girl Scouts Bring a Friend Event will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 17, 9:30 to noon, Parker Meadows Complex, Pavillion A,
4199 Patton Rd. in Franklin. Current Girl Scouts are invited as well as
non-Girl Scouts ages 4 to 18. Learn about Girl Scouting including troop
opportuinities. Registration for new memberships available on site. 

Mountain Voices Community Chorus is beginning rehearsals for
their Christmas concert.  Practice is every Monday evening at First
United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Avenue, Franklin, from 6:30 to
8 p.m.  Mountain Voices is recruiting new singers.  For more informa-
tion, call (828)524-3644.

Free musical entertainment at Frog Quarters Saturday, Sept. 10,
George James from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Al Scortino along with Steve
Greenberg, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m., 573 E. Main St. 

Bascom Center for the Visual Arts September Free Exhibitions
“Like No Other Place,” through Dec. 31,  at the Joel Gallery; Lasting
Impressions: Japanese prints from the Read-Simms Collection, Bunzl
Gallery on display Sept. 10 to Dec. 3; Sept. 10 to 11, 1 to 4 p.m.;
Dahlia Festival, Single Bloom Competition, in partnership with the His-
torical Society. The gallery is located at 323 Franklin Rd., Highlands.
For more information, call  (828)526-4949.

Otto Community Organization Meeting will be held on Sept. 12, 6
p.m. Bring a covered dish to share. Guest speaker Kim Terrell will be
speaking on food preservation. Come meet your neighbors at 65 Fire-
house Rd. in Otto and enjoy the building’s high speed internet.

American Legion Macon Post 108 and American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 108 will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 13,  for a light dinner, 6 p.m.,
regular meetings 7 p.m. at the Post Home, 614 W, Main St. All mem-
bers, military veterans and spouses are encouraged to attend, so
come and bring a friend.

Calligraphy Workshop with Nanaka Okamura will be held on Sept.
14, 6 p.m., in the Macon County Public Library Meeting Room. Oka-
mura, who started Japanese Calligraphy at age 6 and is a certified
master of Japanese Calligraphy (師範), will lead the workshop. For
more information or if you plan to attend to determine the amount of
supplies to provide, call (828)524-3600.

Women's Bowling League Needs Bowlers Thursday Mornings
starting Sept. 15, in Sylva. For more information, call (505)947-6965.

Prentiss Church Food Pantry will be held on Thursday, Sept. 15, 2
to 5:30 p.m. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane. For more
information, call (828)369-3885.

Holly Springs Community Development Association will meet on
Monday, September 19, 6 p.m.,  at the community building, 2720 Cat
Creek Rd.  Kami Ahrens, Curator and Educational Outreach Coordi-
nator at Foxfire Museum and Heritage Center in Mountain City, Ga.,
will be talking about all the great classes and events taking place at
Foxfire.  Cake and ice cream will be served.  Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteers needed for Troop 2996 in
Franklin. Sign up for a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn
and grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or
email dianepeltz1953@gmail.com 

Historic TM Rickman Store will be open on Saturday, at 259 Cowee
Creek Rd. is now open for visitors on Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Dis-
cover unique items and listen to local musicians. Parking is limited
with additional parking available at Cowee Arts and Heritage Center a
short walk from the store.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 14 and 28,
2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the church
from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the courtyard
and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-3119.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 12
to 4 p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes workshops in Media
includes acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious
metal clay and glass fusing. Free painting in the classroom Monday’s 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Membership meeting second Sunday of the month 3 p.m.
The gallery is located at 30 E. Main St. in Franklin. For more information,
call (828)349-4607.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m. at
No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.;  Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  and Thursday, 12
noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.;  Wednesday, 7
p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. On-line meet-
ing information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. To speak with
a member of A.A., call (828)349-4357.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited in-
person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building.  A variety
of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the afternoons for
adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-2058. 

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop just
off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Any-
one under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For more
information, call (828)342-8126. 

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all over
the world.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open on
Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents in need
with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The church is lo-
cated at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information, call (828)369-
9000.   

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednes-
day to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for cof-
fee, a soft drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken
for the shelters.

Come learn about the Catholic faith at Saint Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church. Classes begin on Sept. 12, 7 p.m. The church is
located at 299 Maple St. Deacon David Ramsey will be leading the
classes. Snacks will be provided. For information, call (828)524-
2289.

Dynamic Women of the Word & Son Rise Ministries Presents:
Apostle Dr. Sharon Billins a Biblical scholar and is used in the
prophetic by the Holy Spirit, on  Saturday, Sept. 10, 10 a.m. Due to
the interest expressed this meeting will be open to both men and
women. The church is located at 462 Depot St., in Franklin.
For more information and reservations, Call (828)369-2465. 

First Alliance Church will be holding Sunday Service on September
11,  at 10:30 am. Sunday School for all ages will be held at 9:30 a.m.
Phil Hager is the guest speaker. Tripp Lewis will be performing spe-
cial music. The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack,
next door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Spiritual Light Center holds all levels yoga class on Monday at 6
p.m.; no cost to attend. On Thursdays, a movie is shown at 3 p.m.
and then out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Heritage
Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or
to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

Son Rise International Ministries has Christian Fellowship Serv-
ices are held on Friday evenings at 7p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer
and Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m.
The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For more information, call
(828)369-2465.

Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website
at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at mountainsyna-
gogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.
For more information,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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828.369.3663828.369.3663
77 East Main St. Downtown Franklin, NC - at the top of town hill

Summer Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–9pm Friday • Saturday 11am–10pm 

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
Check out our website, Facebook & InstagramCheck out our website, Facebook & Instagram

Drinrinksks &  & AppAppetietizersrs 4-54-5PMPM
Reservations Suggested

828.369.9999Delivery

Hours
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

88 2 8 . 5 6 7 . 0 0 6 4
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

B A K EB A K E H O U S EH O U S E
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

2 8  E .  M A I N  S2 8  E .  M A I N  S T R E E T  •  F R A N K L I N ,  N CT R E E T  •  F R A N K L I N ,  N C

Everything made from scratch!

EATING OUT YOUR GUIDE TO 
AREA DINING

Local business supports folk festival activities 
The Macon County Farm Bureau Board of Directors 

have not only made a financial investment in their com-
munity, but they also give so much more.  The 16th Annual 
Franklin Area Folk Festival was fortunate to receive funds 
once again from them to help offset costs associated with 
this year’s event, (they have been sponsors for the previ-
ous four festivals).  The Franklin Area Folk Festival is 
unique in that its major focus is on heritage demonstrations 
through the efforts of all the many volunteers who partici-
pate to us accomplish this goal.   

Macon County Farm Bureau Board Chairman Kenneth 
McCaskill spent the day showing kids how to use a corn 
sheller by providing hands-on demonstrations.  Aside from 
setting up the Macon County Farm Bureau’s tents loaned 
for the day as part of the children’s area festivities, he was 
involved along with others in site preparation for this year’s 
event.  

In addition to the festival funding, the board of directors 

also gave an additional $800 to the Folk Heritage Associa-
tion of Macon County (FHAMC) to be used for children’s 
heritage-based educational projects.  One item funded so far 
was the milk “cow” crafted by Jenny Collins with help from 
Franklin High School FFA [Future Farmers of America] and 
it was a big hit at the festival.  Future educational projects on 
the horizon will be designed to complement activities at 4th 
Grade Heritage Days and Cowee Christmas, and more.  Both 
FHAMC and the Macon Farm Bureau Board of Directors 
share in the mission to help keep Macon County’s heritage 
alive through education, demonstration, and preservation. 
The FHAMC board appreciates not only their financial sup-
port but also their willingness to get involved.  Visit the web-
site for more information: FolkHeritageAssociation.org or 
FranklinFolkFestival.com. 

Submitted by Theresa Ramsey 

Kenneth McCaskill demonstrates an old fashioned corn sheller.

Farm Bureau donations to the Folk Heritage Association were 
used to build a “cow” to acquaint children with the mechanics 
of milking.

 Danita Dodson poetry reading at City Lights   
Danita Dodson will visit City Lights 

Bookstore on Saturday, September 
10th at 3 p.m. She will present her po-
etry collection, Trailing the Azimuth.  
Her collection guides the readers 
down various trails through striking 
imagery, resonant language, and in-
tensity of vision. Linked by allusions 
to the "azimuth," the poems in this 
collection represent the search for di-
rection in a world that is complex and 
uncertain, prompting the journey to-
ward light and more mindfulness of 
self, others, and God. These lyrical 
compasses exhibit a multiplicity of 
style and subject informed by the poet's travels, interest in hiking, and 
cultural awareness.  

Danita Dodson is co-editor of Teachers Teaching Nonviolence 
(2020). Her critical articles have been published in various literary jour-
nals. This is her first book of poetry. She holds a Ph.D. in English from 
the University of Southern Mississippi. Combining a love of scholar-
ship and diverse experiences, she has been a Fulbright-Hays fellow 
in Turkey, a professor in Nicaragua, an amateur archaeologist in the 
Southwest, and a Spanish teacher in Appalachia. She lives in East 
Tennessee, where she teaches English and Humanities at Walters 
State Community College. 

To reserve copies of Trailing the Azimuth, call City Lights Bookstore 
at 828-586-9499.

Danita Dodson

Community Chorus begins rehearsals   
The Western Carolina Community Chorus will hold its first rehearsal 

on Sunday, September 18 at 3 pm in Room 357 of the Coulter Build-
ing on the WCU campus.  They will be preparing Handel's MESSIAH, 
complete with orchestra and soloists, which will be performed in the 
Coulter Recital Hall on November 20, 2022.  The chorus is under the 
direction of Dr. Robert Holquist, retired WCU Director of Choral Activ-
ities.  Lorie Meservey will serve as rehearsal accompanist. 

Interested singers, high school and older, are invited to attend the 
first practice.  Any questions may be addressed by emailing Holquist 
at holquistbstn@aol.com or calling 828 506 5951.  "It is especially ap-
propriate that we perform this work for our first effort following the 
"shutdown" from COVID issues.  Dr. Dooley, who formed the chorus 
in 1970, did this work as the first concert.  James passed away in May 
of 2021," Holquist said. 

Support for the ensemble is provided by the NC Arts Council, a di-
vision of the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, the Jack-
son County Arts Council Grassroots Arts Program, and Western 
Carolina University.  
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308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or 
(828)524-3395

Sophisticut welcomes back 
master colorist & stylist

HANNAHHANNAH
to our team. Available 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday, 
call for appointment

HANNAHHANNAH

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd. 
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC •  (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

828-349-9034
4175 Tellico Road

Franklin, NC

Weekends only thru October

Porchfest back after testing the waters in 2021
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer  
 
Last September, the first Porchfest took place in High-

lands, and its success prompted organizers to continue 
offering it this year. The second annual Highlands Porch-
fest takes place Sunday, Sept. 18, from 1-6 p.m. 

Organizing this year’s event, which is a compilation 
of performers and presentations around the Macon 
County town, is Center For Life Enrichment (CLE), 
which is a 30-year-established, Highlands-located, 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization with a goal of offering 
life enrichment opportunities through educational lec-
tures, gardening, art, nature, travel, and music to area res-
idents and visitors.  

More than 30 musicians are scheduled to perform on 
Sept. 18, including nationally recognized performers and 

locally known talent. Downtown Highlands’ 
venues hosting performers throughout the af-
ternoon include The Bascom, Midpoint, 
Founders Park, Playhouse, Highlands Smoke-
house, Satulah Brewing, Ugly Dog, High 
Dive, Presbyterian Church, Town Square, 
The Wine Shoppe, and Asia House. 

Performing musicians include some a cou-
ple of groups from Franklin including Blue 
Jazz and the Mountain Dulcimer group Lady 
and the Tramps. 

The free event is made possible due to the 
support of Porchfest sponsors and volunteers, 
listed at www.highlandsPorchfest.com. The 

website also provides more details about the performers and 
where and when they will perform. In fact, Fallon Hovis, 
CLE’s executive director, pointed out, “Details are con-
stantly being updated on Highlands Porchfest social media 
pages and through the website, so anyone interested can ‘fol-
low/like’ Highlands Porchfest social media pages to stay up 
to date on details as we release them.” 

Franklin’s own Blue Jazz will play jazz, blues 
and soul music at The Bascom from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. at the Sunday, Sept. 18 Porchfest in High-
lands.

The audience at Highlands Wine Shoppe listens to guitarist, 
Chris Kohne at last year’s Porchfest. Kohne returns to the wine 
shoppe again this year and will perform from 4:30 to 6 p.m.   

The audience listens to Jerius Duncan (American Idol final con-
testant) at The Bascom at last year’s Porchfest. Duncan will per-
form at The Highlands Playhouse from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.  at 
Sunday, Sept. 18 Porchfest in Highlands.

Lady and The Tramps, a Mountain Dulcimer group from Franklin will be per-
forming at Ugly Dog Pub from 1 to 2 p.m.
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James Hardin Sherard Jr. 
 

It’s not easy condensing a man’s life of 
almost 101 years, especially one as sweet 
and kind as Jimmy Sherard.  Known for 
his compassionate heart and gentle spirit, 
he peacefully passed through God’s heav-
enly gates on the morning of Aug. 26. As 
always, his adored wife of 80 years, Veda, 
was by his side.   

Born in Abbeville, S.C., on Oct. 17, 
1921, to James H. Sherard Sr. and Minnie 
Blount Sherard, he  was devoted to his 
mother and father and always credited 
them for their many sacrifices to provide 
for him and his beloved sister, Nanette.  

At age 16, he left Abbeville for Clemson University for his pre-
dental training. Upon graduating in 1939 he entered Atlanta Southern 
Dental College (Emory University School of Dentistry).  He loved to 
tell the story that on the first day of school he “spotted the cutest lit-
tle freckle-faced girl I had ever seen” from Clinton, Tenn. Veda 
Sanders was her name, he was smitten and that was that. They mar-
ried March 20, 1942, and remarkably celebrated their 80th anniver-
sary this year. 

Upon graduating in November 1943, he proudly served in the 
United States Navy, Dental Officer 2nd Lieutenant in Pensacola be-
fore boarding the USS Curtis stationed in the China Sea until the end 
of WWII in 1946. He continued to serve in the Naval Reserves until 
1960.  Dr. Sherard belonged to many professional organizations, and 
was at some point president of all of them.  He was a pioneer and an 
expert in his field of Endodontics.  He wrote chapters in many text-
books and lectured all over the world. 

During their years in Atlanta, Jimmy and Veda often visited the 
Highlands/Cashiers area.  So, in 1972, when dear friends extended 
an invitation to visit for the weekend, they accepted.  They enjoyed 
their experience so much, they bought the little house next door.  It 
would be a weekend retreat from the hustle and bustle of Atlanta.  By 
the time he retired in 1989, their family had grown and so had the lit-
tle house.  They left Atlanta, the city they loved for 50 years for High-
lands, the town they have loved ever since. 

Jim loved his church and was an active member at Trinity Presby-
terian and First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta and First Presbyterian 
Church in Highlands. He loved to volunteer in any capacity needed. 
He never met a stranger and had a way of making everyone feel spe-
cial, noticed and appreciated. He had a genuine charm and love for 
people.  He loved telling stories and it was always fun to listen be-
cause his delivery was priceless.      

In addition to Veda and family, his number one passion was golf.  
He began playing in the Navy and continued until he was 96 years 
old. He was a member of the Atlanta Athletic Club, Cherokee Town 
and Country Club and Wildcat Country Club. He was a fierce com-
petitor and a stickler for the rules.  He loved the etiquette of the game,  
the countless friends he made on the course, and most of all, playing 
on Sundays with Veda-Lee. They were the perfect team. 

He was a perfect southern gentleman. He was the kindest most car-
ing son, husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, cousin 
and uncle. He loved each and every one and let them know at every 
opportunity.  He will be greatly and dearly missed.  

He was predeceased by his parents, James H. Sherard, Sr. and Min-
nie Blount Sherard; sister, Nanette Hamilton; brother-in law, William 
Hamilton; daughter, Sandra Sherard Bethea; granddaughter, Mabry 
Morris Spence; and great grandson, Whitaker James Morris.  

He is survived by wife, Veda Sanders Sherard; sister-in-law, Joan 
Sanders; son-in-law, Robert P Bethea (Leslie); adopted son, David 
Jones (Vesta); daughters, Laura Sherard Mitchell (George), Robin 
Sherard Ritchie (James); adopted daughter, Marwen Payne McDow-
ell (Stewart); grandsons, Robert P. Bethea Jr. (Joy), Hardin Sherard 
Bethea (Dowell), Tyson Andrew Morris (Kim); great grandchildren, 
Ridge, Elloise, Sanders, Nora, Samuel, Hunter, Wyatt, Beau, Hardin, 
Veda Kate and Penny Jane; nieces, Sherri Hamilton, Paige Parsons; 
nephews, Hugh Hamilton and Mark and Sandy Sanders; cousin, 
Rufus Sherard (Mary).   

The family gratefully appreciates the many special acts of love by 
dear friends and caregivers over the years.  May God bless you all. 

Contributions in his memory may be made to Blue Ridge Free 
Dental Clinic at 110 US-64, Cashiers, NC 28717; or Highlands Com-
munity Child Development Center (HCCDC) at 89 Church St., High-
lands, NC  28741.  

A memorial service was held Tuesday, Aug. 30. 
Online condolences at www.bryantgrant funeralhome.com 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family.

Dr. James Sherard 

Katherine ‘Katie’ M Kennedy Vann 
 

Katherine “Katie” M Kennedy 
Vann, 41, of Franklin, N.C., passed 
away Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022, at the 
Augusta Burn Center.  She was born 
Jan. 6, 1981, in Fort Riley, Kan.   

She was a member of Zion Hill 
Baptist Church.  She was a very lov-
ing and caring person.  She brought 
joy and great love to everyone and 
she never met a stranger. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Troy Vann; a daughter, Nicole Vann; 
a son, Johnny Bowman; her mother, 
Loretta Young; and many special 
loved ones. 

A Celebration of Life will be held Sunday, Sept. 11, at 3 p.m., at 
Zion Hill Baptist Church with Rev. Eddie Stillwell officiating. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the family to help 
with funeral expenses.

Katherine Vann

Thomas (Tommy) Harvey Cabe 
 

Thomas (Tommy) Harvey 
Cabe, 79, entered the gates of 
heaven Thursday, Sept. 1, after 
heart surgery in Asheville, N.C.     

He was born Dec. 13, 1942, in 
Franklin, N.C.  He was preceded 
in death by his parents Harvey and 
Bonnie Cabe and a sister, Loretta 
McDonald.   

He graduated from Franklin 
High School, class of 1961, and 
joined the Navy.  He served his 
country in the Naval Submarine 
Service on the Lewis & Clark and 
Tecumseh.  He received the Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal and was honor-
ably discharged May 18, 1970. He returned to Franklin and be-
came a Registered Land Surveyor. He loved his country and 
community. He served on the Macon County School Board for 20 
years and was a member of the Franklin High Booster Club for 
many years. Visiting the schools and sharing stories with all the 
students and staff was a regular occurrence and filled his heart with 
joy. He was known as “Mr. Tommy” throughout the school sys-
tem. He loved to travel and see the world.  He would be on one 
trip and scheduling the next.  He had just returned from out West 
and shared with a laugh that he walked all the way to the “Delicate 
Arch” passing several not even half his age. 

Tommy lived life to the fullest and never let illness slow him 
down.  He was filled with strength and courage to handle anything 
and will be greatly missed by his family and friends. 

He is survived by the “Love of his Life,” Janice Jordan; three 
children, Michaelle Runken (Jeff), Mitchell Cabe (Gloria) and 
MaAron Cabe (Melissa), all of Franklin; two step children, Jeremy 
Jordan of Atlanta, Ga., and Nick Yuzzi of Franklin; three siblings, 
Wenona Curtis, Delores Mason of Franklin and John Cabe of Mur-
phy, N.C.; four grandchildren, Elijah Henry, Logan Cabe, Blair 
Mersereau and Cody Cabe; and six great-grandchildren; Emma, 
Becca, Fiona, Audrey, Leia and Carolina. 

A celebration of life service will be held Saturday, Sept. 10, at 4 
p.m., at the FHS Fine Arts Center. Visitation will be from 3 to 4 
p.m. prior to the service.   

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 828 Vet Toys for 
Tots, 53 E Main St. Ste K Franklin, NC 28734. 

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family.

Thomas Harvey Cabe

Sandra Jo Feneis Merritt 
 

Sandra Jo Feneis Merritt, 55, of Otto, 
N.C., passed away at her residence on Sept. 
1, 2022.   

She was born to Gregory and Altha 
Feneis in Miami, Fla., then she moved to 
the mountains of North Carolina, to make 
her home and raise her family.   She is pre-
ceded in death by her father, Gregory An-
drew Feneis, and her husband, Richard 
Merritt.  

She loved gardening, working with her 
flowers and vegetables was her passion.  
She collected porcelain dolls and angels.  
She loved playing chess, backgammon and 
traveling.  She loved traveling to see all of 
God’s beauty and to visit with family and 
friends. She was of the Catholic Faith. 

 She is survived by her mother, Altha Feneis; her two sons, Greg 
Dills and wife Kelsey Rector of Charlotte, N.C., and Johnathan Dills 
and wife Whitney Dills of Honolulu, Hi.; and two sisters, Cynthia 
Dills and Susan Miller of Franklin; and three grandchildren, Ella 
Grace, Abigail May, and Evelyn Coralee Dills.  

The family will receive friends Friday, Sept. 9,  from 10:30 to 11 
a.m, at Macon Funeral Home followed by a memorial service at 11 
a.m.  

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 
Macon Funeral home is in charge of the arrangements.

Sandra Jo Merritt

Susie Faye Carpenter Stanley 
 

Susie Faye Carpenter Stanley, 
82, of Franklin, N.C., went home 
to be with Jesus on Sunday, Sept. 
4, 2022. 

Born in Macon County, she was 
the daughter of the late James Coil 
and Bonnie Sanders Carpenter. In 
addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her sister, 
Eva McCall and an infant sister.  

“Miss Susie” was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, and care-
giver. She was always taking care 
of others, especially her husband 
of 65 years, Chester Stanley. She 
retired as Cafeteria Manager at 
Cartoogechaye Elementary school. She was known for being a 
great seamstress and an excellent cook, especially for delicious cin-
namon rolls. She was presented the Louise Sublett Award, which 
is the highest cooking award for someone working in school cafe-
terias. May 27, 1995 was declared “Miss Susie Day,” and she was 
given a parade and cookout in her honor. She was loved by all who 
knew her and will be greatly missed. 

She is survived by her husband, Chester Stanley; son, Chuckie 
Stanley and wife Teresa of Franklin; daughter, Melissa Stanley 
Cook of Franklin; honorary daughter, Beverly Stanley Adams and 
husband Eddie of Piedmont, S.C.; two sisters, Francis Norris of 
Franklin and Emma Edsell of Rural Hall, N.C.; and one brother, 
J.B. Carpenter of Franklin; five grandchildren, Chet Stanley 
(Heather), Tyler Cook, Katie Wiggins (Brad), Miranda Cook and 
Mekenzie Cook; six great grandchildren, Pender Wiggins, Maelee 
Wiggins, Brenley Stanley, Casey Stanley, Kobe Wiggins and Eli 
Wiggins; and numerous nieces, nephews, and other family mem-
bers surviving. 

A celebration of life was held Tuesday, Sept. 6 in the Chapel of 
Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Don Moffitt and Rev. John Franklin 
Howard officiated. Burial was in the Gillespie Chapel cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Chett Stanley, Tyler Cook, Brad Wiggins, 
Eddie Adams, Scottie Stanley and Gary McCall. Honorary pall-
bearers were Pender Wiggins and Casey Stanley. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Gillespie Chapel 
cemetery fund or Macon County Community Care (attn: Joey Gib-
son). 

The family would like to thank Dr. Steven Queen, Elsie 
Williamson, Kristin Flowers, Jessica Baker, and Terry Nugent for 
the excellent care and love, that each of you showed for Susie.    

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Susie Faye Stanley
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Kathryn Louise Kiser Angel 
 

Kathryn Louise Kiser Angel, 
97, passed away Thursday Sept. 1, 
2022.  She was born Sept. 24, 
1924, in Macon Country to the late 
J. B. and Nina Gillespie Kiser. 
  She was a lifetime member of Mt. 
Hope Baptist Church.  She loved 
her family and friends. It was her 
joy to sit on the porch and visit. 

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by two sis-
ters, Ada June Dowdle and Clara 
Shields; two brothers, Jack Kiser 
and Julian Kiser;  a grandson, 
Gregg Gibson; and a great great-
grandson, Carson Watts. 

Surviving are her daughter, Joyce Angel Gibson (Richard); two 
sons, Doug Angel (June) and Mike Angel (Nolita) all of Franklin; 
six grandchildren; 11 great grandchildren; five great great-grand-
children; and numerous nieces and nephews.  

A graveside service was held Tuesday, Sept. 6, at Woodlawn 
Cemetery with Rev. Roy Lowe officiating.  Pallbearers were Gary 
Shields, Ryan Angel, Charlie Dowdle, Eugene Shuler, Colton Gib-
son, Rodney Chastain, Ryan Anderson, Seth Shuler, and Jerry Wil-
son. 

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the Hospice House 
Foundation of WNC P.O. Box 815 Franklin, NC 28734. 

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family.

Kathryn Louis Angel

Edward Francis Richmond 
 

Edward Francis Richmond, 77, 
of Franklin, N.C., formerly of 
Long Island, N.Y., passed away on 
Aug. 30, 2022.  He was born in 
Patchogue, N.Y., on May 27, 1945, 
to the late Raymond and Mildred 
Richmond.   

He retired from the New York 
City School system where he 
worked many years. He gardened 
had a produce stand in Long Is-
land.  He worked as a clammer and 
fisherman while living in New 
York.  He and his wife moved to 
Otto, N.C., in 2001.  Upon moving 
he worked with the Rabun County 
School System for several years.  His love of gardening continued 
and was a favorite hobby.  He was also an avid reader.  Most of all 
he was a family man and enjoyed spending time with his family. 

He is survived by his wife, Patricia, of 57 years; four children, 
Lisa Dillon, Eddie Richmond, Esther Peters, and Ray Richmond; 
one granddaughter. Rebecca Dillon; one brother, Ray Richmond 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 

A funeral was held on Friday, Sept. 2, at Macon Funeral Home 
with Pastor Burtt Johnson officiating.  Burial was at Woodlawn 
Cemetery.  

Online condolences can be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements. 

Edward Richmond

Ronnie Alan Crowe 
 

Ronnie Alan Crowe, 64, passed 
away Sept. 1, 2022.  He was born 
Jan. 15, 1958, in Rabun County, 
Georgia, to the late Alvin C. Crowe 
Jr. and Eleanor Keener Blankenship.   

He was a member of the High-
lands United Methodist Church. He 
loved his children and grandchildren.  
He enjoyed being outdoors camping, 
hunting, and fishing.  He also en-
joyed gardening, canning, wood-
work, candy, and spending time at 
the beach with his wife, Terri.  

Survivors include his wife, Terri 
Crowe; three daughters, Heather 
Dalton (Paul), Natalie Dendy 
(Nathan Kemper), Michelle Pender-
grass (Travis); three grandchildren, Camren Dalton, Russel Dal-
ton, and Taylor Pendergrass; three brothers, Robert Crowe (Susan), 
Kenneth Crowe (Patty), and Brian Crowe (Dawn Geren); two sis-
ters, Cheryl Jenkins (James Cooper), and Kayla McClain (Josh). 

A Celebration of Life service will be held Saturday, Sept. 10, at 
2 p.m., at  Highlands United Methodist Church with Rev. Randy 
Lucus officiating.  A visitation will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. prior 
to the service at the church. 

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family.

Ronnie Alan Crowe

George Alfred Baumann 
 

George Alfred Baumann of 
Franklin, N.C., went to be with the 
Lord at the age of 91.  

He was the son of the late 
George Emil Baumann and Naomi 
Pauline Baumann. In addition to 
his parents, he is preceded in death 
by his wife, Katherine Marie Bau-
mann, and brothers, Harold and 
William. 

He is survived by his sister, Joan 
Young (Myron); brother, Edmund 
(Carol); daughter, Sandra Ann 
Caldwell (John); son, Karl 
William (Virginia); two grand-
daughters, Elyse Marie Caldwell, 
Lillian Grace Baumann; grandson, Caleb William Baumann; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

He was a loving husband, father, and friend.  He served in the 
US Air Force during the Korean war and retired from BellSouth in 
1991 after 35 years of service.  He lived in Davie, Fla., prior to 
moving to Franklin in 1996 and was a devoted member of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi Catholic Church. 

He was a lifelong car enthusiast and enjoyed collecting antique 
cars, caring for them, showing them, and developing strong friend-
ships with fellow car enthusiasts.  He had a strong will, but also a 
kind and generous heart, and will be dearly missed. 

The family will receive friends from 5 to 7 p.m. on September 
7th, at Macon Funeral Home.  Military honors will be presented by 
American Legion Post 108 and VFW post 7339 at 5 pm on Sep-
tember 7th prior to visitation.   

A funeral service was held Sept. 8, at St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church. Military honors were presented by American Le-
gion Post 108 and VFW post 7339 on Sept. 7 prior to visitation.   

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, https://act.alz.org/site/Donation. 

Online condolences can be made at 
www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements

George Alfred Baumann

Donnie Ray Hooper 
 

Donnie Ray Hooper, 64, passed 
away Sept. 4, 2022. A native of 
Macon County, North Carolina, he 
was born Feb. 1, 1958, to Fred 
Junior Hooper and Margie Lee 
Cabe Hooper. 

He was a dump truck driver for 
more than 20 years primarily at 
Franklin Grading Company. He 
enjoyed fishing, ginseng harvest-
ing, and watching his favorite TV 
shows “Goldrush,” “Gunsmoke,” 
and “The Rifleman.” 

He is survived by his wife of 37 
years, Teresa Mae Hooper; his 
daughter, Ashley Hooper Stepp 
(Joshua); his grandchildren, Lucas, Bridgette, and Jaxzon Stepp; 
and two sisters, two brothers, and several nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his daughter, Cheryl Denise Hooper, his 
parents, and three brothers. 

A private Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve Donnie's fam-

ily. 
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Donnie Ray Hooper

Darlene Buckler Heinemann 
 

Darlene Buckler Heinemann, 80, 
passed away Wednesday, Aug. 31, 
2022.  She was born Jan. 26, 1942, in 
Roscommon, Michigan to the late 
Granville and Jennie Jackson Buck-
ler.  She was a homemaker and en-
trepreneur. She worked in real estate, 
florist, and a Bed & Breakfast.  She 
was a member of Community Bible 
Church. She was a very big-hearted 
and selfless person. 

She is survived by her six children 
who she loved deeply, William Mur-
ray, Robert Murray, Janine Martin, 
Martin Murray, Larry Murray, and 
Lisa LeBlanc; a long time loving 
friend; 12 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren; and a sister, 
Jeanette Robinson. 

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be present with the Lord."- 2 Corinthians 5:8   

In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations be sent to St. 
Jude, 501 St. Jude Place Memphis, TN 38105.  

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family. 

Darlene Heinemann
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service 
  
DARLINGTON, S.C. – In a race that had more twists and 

turns than a Victorian melodrama, Erik Jones put the vaunted 
No. 43 Chevrolet back in Victory Lane for the first time since 
2014.   

In a remarkable run to the finish in the season’s first 
NASCAR Cup Series Playoff race, Jones held off Denny 
Hamlin in a 20-lap run to the finish to win the Cook Out 
Southern 500 at Darlington Raceway for the second time.   

The Sunday night race took its toll on more than a hand-
ful of Playoff drivers, as Jones became the first non-Playoff 
driver to win the first postseason event since NASCAR in-
troduced the elimination format in 2014.   

The victory was Jones’ first of the season, the third of his 
career, and the first for Petty GMS Racing since that organ-
ization was former by merger before the 2022 campaign. The 
win was No. 200 for the 43 car number, which NASCAR 
Hall of Famer and car owner Richard Petty drove to seven 
series championships.   

“Richard hasn't been to Victory Lane at Darlington prob-
ably since he last won here,” said Jones, referencing Petty’s 
1967 victory in the Southern 500. “It's just awe-
some. Just so proud of these guys, Petty GMS 
and (sponsor) Focus Packer Crew.    

“We've been so close all year, and I didn't 
think today was going to be the day. It was going 
to be a tough one to win, I knew, but no better 
fitting place. I love this track. I love this race. 
On that trophy twice, man. I was pumped to be 
on it once, but to have it on there twice—pretty 
cool.”   

The victory was the first in the Cup Series for 
crew chief Dave Elenz. Jones won his first 
Southern 500 in 2019, driving for Joe Gibbs 
Racing but was released after the 2020 season 
in favor of Christopher Bell. On Sunday night, 
Jones held off a former teammate in Hamlin, 
who ran out of time in his pursuit of Jones and 
finished in the runner-up spot, .252 seconds be-
hind the race winner.    

“Well, I mean, I never lost any belief in myself 
through any of it,” Jones said. “I knew I could 
still do it, and I just knew we needed to grow the 
program to do it, and we have. We've brought on a lot of 
great people in the last year. Dave Elenz called a great race 
today. His first Cup win—that's pretty cool for him.    

“I'm excited, man. We've been talking about this day a 
long time, and it is redemption in a lot of ways. Very fitting 
that it's here at this race again. I felt like this was the race 
that saved my job the first time around, and coming back 
here with this win, I guess it puts you back on the map.”    

Tyler Reddick ran third, followed by pole winner Joey 
Logano, who vaulted to the top of the Playoff standings, six 
points clear of second-place William Byron, who finished 
eighth on Sunday.     

Jones got his chance at the front of the field when Kyle 
Busch, who had led a race-high 155 laps, suffered a blown 
engine as he prepared for the final restart. Busch had inher-
ited the top spot when his Joe Gibbs Racing teammate, Mar-
tin Truex Jr., suffered a similar failure on Lap 333 of 367.   

But those retirements barely scratched the surface of the 
drama that unfolded throughout the race. Disaster befell 
Chase Elliott and Kevin Harvick. Kyle Larson and his team 
accomplished an amazing salvage job.    

And the Playoff picture remained just as uncertain as it 
had been entering the grueling 500-mile contest at the Lady 
in Black.   

Erik Jones holds off Denny 
Hamlin in Southern 500

Erik Jones, driver of the #43 FOCUSfactor Chevro-
let, celebrates in Victory ane after winning the 
NASCAR Cup Series Cook Out Southern 500 at 
Darlington Raceway on September 04, 2022 in 
Darlington, S.C.   
                              Photo by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images

Flames erupted on both sides of the car. Har-
vick parked the No. 4 Ford on the apron and 
scrambled from his smoke-filled cockpit. Har-
vick exited the race in 33rd place and dopped to 
the bottom rung of the Playoff standings, 13 
points below the current cut line.   

Larson, the reigning series champion, brought 
his car to pit road on Lap 79, sensing his engine 
was about to expire. He lost three laps as his 
team worked under the hood of the No. 5 but re-

turned to the track and the “gremlins” disappeared after a 
few laps.   

Using wave-arounds and his status as beneficiary under 
caution to advantage, Larson regained the lead lap and fin-
ished 12th, averting a major hit in the standings.    

Notes: The last driver to win a race in the No. 43 was Aric 
Almirola, who took the car to Victory Lane on July 6, 2014 
at Daytona… Logano led the first 37 laps from the pole and 
64 overall, but an issue with the left front tire cost him valu-
able time during a green-flag pit stop on Lap 75, and he 
never regained the track position he lost… Ross Chastain 
lost a lap when he returned to pit road for an unscheduled 
stop on Lap 160 to address a loose wheel. He finished 20th, 
one lap down… Cindric, Austin Dillon, Briscoe and Harvick 
are the four drivers below the current cut line with two races 
left in the Round of 16. 

 
Noah Gragson triumphs in wild NASCAR Xfinity Series 
 duel at Darlington   
DARLINGTON, S.C. – At the end of a thrilling three-car 

battle that wasn’t decided until the last corner of the last lap 
Saturday at Darlington Raceway, Noah Gragson stole a vic-
tory from Sheldon Creed and charging Kyle Larson to score 
his fourth victory of the NASCAR Xfinity Series season.  

After a catastrophic Playoff opener, Elliott, the regular-
season champion, is the series leader no more.   

Elliott spun sideways in Turn 2 on Lap 113—two laps 
short of the end of Stage 1—cracked the back of his No. 9 
Chevrolet and slid down the track into the path of Chase 
Briscoe, who couldn’t avoid the collision.   

Elliott nursed his car to pit road where his team tried in 
vain to repair the damage, but with the right rear toe link and 
upper and lower control arms broken, the task was hopeless. 
The 10-minute time allotment under NASCAR’s damaged 
vehicle policy ran out, and Elliott retired from the race in last 
place (36th).   

The 15-point advantage Elliott carried into the Playoffs 
was gone. Elliott scored the minimum one point for his ef-
forts at Darlington and fell to ninth in the Playoff standings, 
14 points ahead of 16th-place finisher Austin Cindric in 
13th.   

“I just hit the wall in (Turns) 1 and 2 and broke something 
in the right-rear,” Elliott said succinctly. And how would he 
approach the next Playoff race at Kansas Speedway? “A lot 
better than we did today.”   

A solid run by 2014 series champion Harvick went up in 
flames on Lap 275. As he lost speed while running ninth, 
Harvick radioed to his crew, “My rocker panel’s on fire.”    
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After passing Gragson for second
place on Lap 144 of 147, Larson got a
strong run on Creed, then the leader,
coming to the white flag. Larson
steered his No. 17 Chevrolet to the in-
side of Creed’s Camaro, and the driv-
ers raced side-by-side through the first
two corners. 

Creed brushed the outside wall, and
Larson got loose beneath him, allow-
ing Gragson to gain ground. Creed cut
down his right front tire and buried his
car into Turn three, hitting the outside
wall in a shower of sparks. 

Gragson found room to the inside,
slapped the outside wall near the exit
of Turn 4 as Creed rode the fence and
powered ahead in the last 200 yards to
claim his second victory in the last
three races at the Lady in Black and
the ninth of his career. 

The late-race pyrotechnics took
place under the lights after a rain delay
that stopped the proceedings for 2
hours, 37 minutes, 22 seconds. 

“All you fans, was that cool—did
we put on a show for you guys?”
Gragson shouted to the crowd from
Victory Lane. “Sheldon Creed was re-
ally fast… I watched, during that rain
delay, him running the top in (Turns)
1 and 2, and I knew there was a lot of

speed there.  
“So I went up there (after a

restart on Lap 134), and I
found something, and Shel-
don pinched me off, and the
17 (Larson) got by me when
it was like three (laps) to go,
and I was like, ‘Oh, they’re
going to get into each other—
they’re racing too hard.’
(Sheldon’s) got nothing to
lose, He’s racing his tail off,
and Kyle’s going for a win.” 

Gragson’s vision of the im-
mediate future proved

prophetic, as the two cars ahead of
him made contact. 

“I was trying to hold on,” Creed
said. “I had a really fast car. It was
just a little too free to run their speed
there at the end. They could run up the
hill in (Turns) 1 and 2 and then really
get a good run down the backstretch.
I had to stay really low to keep the
rear of the car underneath me.  

"I was hoping they were going to
get to racing behind me. When Kyle
got next to me, my only opportunity
was to side-draft as hard as I could.
We got that wall, and I felt the right-
front start to go down (as I was) going
down the backstretch.” 

Creed held onto second place,
crossing the finish line .794 seconds
behind the race winner. In the last-lap
chaos, Larson slipped to fifth behind
Justin Allgaier and AJ Allmendinger. 

“It was a lot of fun,” said Larson,
who will begin defense of his
NASCAR Cup Series title in Sun-
day’s Cook Out Southern 500, the
first of 10 Playoff races in
NASCAR’s top division. “I was just
trying to be patient as I caught them
two… I was able to get by Noah, and
I saw Sheldon was really loose in
front of me, so I was just trying to stay
patient behind him.  

“Coming to white, I didn’t want to get inside him on the
frontstretch, because I knew what would happen, but I had
such a good run off of (Turn) 4 that I had to make a move.
He sat on my door and got me really loose. I had to chase
him up the track… 

He was racing really hard for his first win. It was just a
lot of fun from all of our seats. Crazy to be a part of a finish
like that.” 

A victory would have put Creed into the Xfinity Series
Playoffs. Instead, he leaves Darlington 13th in the standings,
16 points behind 12th-place Ryan Sieg. There are two races
left before the 12-driver Xfinity Playoff field is set. 

Gragson led four times for 82 laps and dominated the ac-
tion before the rain delay. 

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro Shops/TrueTimber/BRCC Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after
winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series Sport Clips Haircuts VFW Help A Hero 200 at Darlington Raceway on Sep-
tember 03, 2022 in Darlington, S.C. Photo by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

57. Type of molding
58. This location
59. Full of blood vessels
60. Christian of haute-couture
61. Suite cleaner
62. Mountain goat terrain
63. D.C. bigwig
64. Middle of March

DOWN
1. Brewer's perennials
2. Perching place
3. Italian money
4. Type of local tax
5. Travesty
6. Not silently
7. Loch ____
8. *2012 Emmy-winning espi-

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: 
AWARD-WINNING DRAMAS

ACROSS
1. Radiant light
5. Ceiling prop
8. Sweatshirt attachment
12. Auricular
13. Lightly colored
14. Like a certain lass
15. Rotterdam or Singapore,
e.g.
16. Greek god of love
17. Event host
18. *1960 Golden-Globe
winner with Kirk Douglas
20. The Bee ____
21. Rowed
22. Costa del ____
23. *1922 Pulitzer-winning
"Long Day's Journey into
Night" author
26. *James Cameron's 1997
Oscar-winner
30. Steal
31. "Killers of the Flower
Moon" tribal members
34. All's opposite
35. *2021 "royal" Emmy win-
ner
37. "One Fish Two Fish ____
Fish..."
38. More eccentric
39. Assistant
40. Expels
42. Before, old-fashioned
43. Consummate profes-
sional, in music
45. Mid-body narrowing, pl.
47. Feather glue
48. Library offerings
50. Cry like a baby
52. *"The ____", 1972 mafia
Oscar winner
56. Jeopardy, not the game

onage thriller
9. Fairy tale opener
10. Half of binary code, pl.
11. Yellow #5, e.g.
13. Bits of wisdom
14. Fathered
19. Bird of prey's weapon
22. Female sib
23. ____'s razor
24. Waterwheel
25. Horace's poem
26. Danson and Kennedy
27. Lymph "containers"
28. Lacking vigor
29. Roman counterpart of
Greek Demeter
32. *Ben Affleck's 2012 Golden
Globe best drama winner

33. Wow
36. *2000-2003 White House
Emmy winner, with The
38. Port city in Japan
40. Get it wrong
41. BOGO offer
44. Total amount
46. Isthmus, pl.
48. Railroad car undercarriage
49. Theater, to Socrates
50. Samuel Adams, e.g.
51. Operatic solo
52. Hermes and Apollo
53. Cabbage amount
54. Great Lake
55. *Best Director Oscar-win-
ner Warren Beatty's 1981 film
56. Rubber substitute, acr.

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

BEAUTIFUL BLACK & white
hound, hungry, no collar, spot-
ted lost and wandering in Gold
City/Coon Creek area. Call
(828)349-1777.
ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG
WALKERS Needed at Macon
County Animal Services. 18
years and older. Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.  

TheMaconCountyNews.com
Visit Us Online

26 W. Main St. • Franklin, NC 28734
maconcountynews@gmail.com

(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words
or less

Each additional word is 20¢
Deadline on Mondays at 3 pm
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TRAILER RENTALS

6X10 DUMP

5X10 OR 6X12

18’ EQUIPMENT

CALL FOR AVAILABILITY

In Otto since 1998

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500

Licensed 
& Insured

GA 706-970-9036

• Remodeling • Repair

Commercial & 
Residential

NC 828-371-7035
DIRK SPIER

Providing Exceptional Quality, Professionalism & Value  
for Over 30 Years!

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing,
Hardscapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, Design,
Grounds Maintenance and
Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates
(828)524- 6959.
CLEANING PACKING OR-
GANIZING & Other Household
Services. Vacation Rental
Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Serv-
ices (828)550-4585.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING In-
terior/Exterior, Pressure Wash-
ing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.
MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also Painting, New Construc-
tion, Repairs, 30 Years Experi-
ence, (828)200- 4478.
GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No Job
Too Small, Free Estimates. Call
Rick Hall (828)371-3566.
SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or service.
(954)650-3851.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional Service Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully in-
sured. 20+ years experience.
(845)807-1326.
FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior Pressure Washing, our
goal is to keep your property
happy and healthy! For any
questions call (828)200-5298
We’re happy to help.
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free Es-
timates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
GREENTHUMB LAWN SER-
VICES Do you need Spring
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping, Leaf Blowing,
Handyman Services. 18 Years
Experience. Call (828)421- 8847.
PIANO INSTRUCTION Bill
Grimmett, bill@grmt.net.
(404)641-1801. Master of Music
Degree in Piano Pedagogy,
Member Music Teachers Na-
tional Association.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chipper.
Install Septic Systems, Retaining
Walls, Rock Work, Boulders,
Patio, Perez. (828)524-8650,
(828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.
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EXPERIENCED KITCHEN
HELP Wanted 2-3 Years Expe-
rience on Grill, Plating and
Prep. Please come by Ms. Lois
Restaurant, 145 Highlands Rd.
and pickup an application.
HOME CARE PARTNERS
Want a flexible work schedule
with benefits? Mon–Fri. No
nights or weekends. Full and
Part-time positions. Help
someone remain indepen- dent
in their home rather than be in-
stitutionalized. A lot of people
need a little help and you could
be that someone who cares.
Up to $12.50 per hour. Call
Home Care Partners (828)586-
1570 or (828)507-6065. Appli-
cations available at 525 Min-
eral Springs Drive, Sylva.
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN
Church, a conservative con-
gregation with musical poten-
tial, is seeking a pianist and
choir director. A small but ca-
pable choir, talented instru-
mentalists, coupled with a love
for traditional hymnody and a
willingness to try new hymns
and songs, will give the appli-
cant ample opportunity to lead
and develop a ministry of
music to God’s people. Salary
will be DOE. Please contact
Pastor Toby Pope, (828)342-
6994
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CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
is looking to hire a full- time indi-
vidual to assist in the paint de-
partment. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections and
sundry items, stocking shelves
and daily cleaning. Must be able
to lift 50 pounds. This individual
must be dependable, self-moti-
vated, have great customer
service skills and be willing to
learn. We will offer on-the-job
training, so experience is not
necessary. For more informa-
tion, call Derek Taylor @
(828)200-9226, or stop by
Cashiers Color Center to fill out
an application.
COMPANION HEALTH CARE
is looking for part- time RN. flex-
ible schedule. contact Heather
(828)524- 6444.
RELIABLE HOUSEKEEPERS
Available for cleaning services in
Highlands/Franklin area. Quality
work. Excellent references.
Year-round. (828)524-3867.
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APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RES-
CUE Thrift Store, Open Tues-
day thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm,
1521 Old Murphy Rd.,
(828)369-3046.
HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both stores Mon./Wed./
Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.
REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.
FRANKLIN WOMEN'S CLUB
Annual Flea Market, Saturday,
Sept. 10, 8am-1pm, Tartan Hall,
First Presbyterian Church, 26
Church St., Franklin. Dishes,
Linens, Tools, Golf Equipment,
Clothing, Jewelry, Accessories,
Christmas and Household
Items, Home Baked Goods,
Much More! Proceeds benefit
the Youth of Macon County. For
information about the club
please contact Linda Ellison at
(407)342-2654.

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE’S Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, G.I. 5 gallon
Gas/Water Cans! We Buy, Trade
all Types Clothes, Field Gear.
Open Monday- Friday 9-6, Sat-
urday 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge
Rd. Franklin, (828)349-3140.
bandmmilitarysurplus.com ,
bandmsurplus@gmail.com
WHIRLPOOL MODEL
WFE770H0FZ 30” 6.4 cu.ft. Fin-
gerprint Resistant Stainless
Steel Electric Smoothtop Range.
Approx 4 yrs old Excellent Con-
dition. Replaced with a gas
stove. $495 or Best Reasonable
Offer. (828)349-3140.
BUYING WILD GINSENG
Every Day 1pm-9pm, Starting
September 1. Best Price Paid.
Large Amounts Welcome. Call
Ricky Teem (828)371-1802 or
(828)524- 7748.
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LADY ON GREEN has gone
crazy, she refuses to retire and
get lazy, so crafting she has
done, while having some fun
and dreaming of Patrick
Swayze. Place to be for inex-
pensive, unique, all occasion
decor straight out of my imagi-
nation. Fri.-Sat., 9-1, Cash only,
52 Green Rd. Off Jim Berry.
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RENTAL INVESTMENT PROP-
ERTIES Otto, N.C. 9.5 acres
(m/l); (3) active long-term mo-
bile home rentals; (1) improved
vacant camper site/homesite;
(1) idyllic home place/unoccu-
pied old farmhouse. $414,500.
Mary J. Mason, Broker. (706)
746-5426.
3-25 ACRES 15 minutes south
of Highlands bordering pro-
tected Chattooga River head-
waters. Amazing views, springs,
good road. $20k/acre and up.
Owned by one family for 180
years. First time available as
small tracts. (910)689-6177.
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PRIVATE 1/2 ACRE RV lot on
Little Tennessee River. Rent 1-4
months $700 per month includ-
ing all utilities. Franklin Text
386-916-0647 for details.
RV/TINY HOME LOT Short dis-
tance to town.  $325/month.  In-
cludes water, sewer, and trash.
Drive by at 30 and 44 Debra Dr.
then call or Text your email ad-
dress for details. (828)346-
1200.
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2020 KUBOTA BX23S Front-
loader/backhoe; Hydrostatic
transmission; Easy attach sys-
tem. 189 hours. $15,000. Call
(828)200-3961.

 

 

  

 

   

Motor Vehicles

C  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

Motor Vehicles

C  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

TheMaconCountyNews.com
Visit Us Online



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

CARS

SUVS

TRUCKS

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536 
2022 Edge Sport 101 
2021 Kia Optima EX 20,010 
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263 
2020 Toyota Corolla SE 20,740 
2019 Dodge Challenger SXT 16,993 
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT 55,584 
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009 
2019 Toyota Corolla LE 11,095 
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 53,520 
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692 
2018 Focus SE 44,403 
2018 Traverse LT AWD 95,105 
2017 Dodge Journey 110,982 
2016 Chevrolet Cruze RS 30,685 
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261 
2015 Mustang GT 45,724 
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152 

2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 
2021 GMC Yukon XL 53,356 
2021 Grand Cherokee L 13,279 
2020 Buick Encore 34,808 
2020 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 58,652 
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261 
2020 Grand Cherokee Trailhawk 26,226 
2020 Kia Telluride 71,254 
2019 Chevrolet Blazer RS 45,231 
2019 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 34,109 
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162 

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2019 Chevrolet Trax AWD 16,288 
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316 
2019 Honda Pilot EX 40,801 
2019 Jeep Cherokee 4x4 65,409 
2019 Kia Sedona EX 40,858 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386 
2018 Forerunner TRD Sport 65,055 
2018 Kia Soul 58,573 
2018 Nissan Murano 53,903 
2017 Rogue SV 58,866 
2016 Lexus RX 350 72,919 
2016 Sorrento LX 112,933 
2016 Toyota Sequoia 96,869 
2015 Chevrolet Traverse AWD 121,286 
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030 
2015 Suburban LT 92,352 
2014 Jeep Wrangler 59,335 

2022 2500 High Country 10,050 
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651 
2022 Ram 2500 5,273 
2021 2500 LT 4x4 16,442 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 RST 34,026 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 High Country 17,551 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado 8,980 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 
2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432 
2021 Colorado Z-71 12,912 
2021 F-150 Crew 4x4 32,251 

2021 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251 
2021 Jeep Gladiator 2,054 
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647 
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746 
2020 Chevrolet 2500 Diesel 8,241 
2020 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 52,944 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 Colorado Ext Cab ZR2 26,842 
2020 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359 
2019 Colorado WT 4x4 6,261 
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811 
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592 
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577 
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542 
2018 Colorado ZR2 36,012 
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668 
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059 
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657 
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LT 126,328 
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 118,872 
2016 GMC Sierra SLT 61,530 
2016 Toyota Tacoma TRD 48,689 
2015 Ford F-150 Platinum 83,899 
2015 Ram 3500 Laramie                         184,881   
2014 Ram 1500 Sport Crew 4x4 107,828 

   COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET  
          REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE
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