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The Franklin High School Homecoming Court has been selected. The court is chosen and by the entire student body in their re-
spective homeroom classes. The Homecoming Committee made up of select facility members choose the queen and runner up.
Homecoming queen will be crowned on Friday, Oct. 7, during half-time of the Panthers vs. North Henderson football game. The
game will begin at 7:30 p.m., in the Panther Pit. Chosen for the court are (front row L-R) McKayla Sanders, Abby Carpenter, and
MccCall Sanders; (middle row L-R) Sara Crupi, Cali Queen, Callie Roper, Hope Smith, and Taylor Moss; (back row L-R) Tori Ensley,
Andrea Terrell, Avery Moffitt, Jacelyn Rios, Olivia Owle, and Meliah Mason. Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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Joint Meeting of Franklin, Highlands and Macon County Resumes After Three-Year Hiatus

Dan Finnerty - Contributing Writer

The Town of Franklin Town Council, Town
of Highlands Board of Commissioners, and
Macon County Board of County Commission-
ers met Thursday, September 22, for the first
timein nearly three years. In the past, the joint
session was normally held tri-annually, but as
with so many other events, the COVID-19 pan-
demic temporarily ceased gatherings, with the
last one held in the autumn of 2019. This latest
meeting, held in the Franklin Town Hall Board
Room, included Franklin Mayor Jack Horton,
Highlands Mayor Pat Taylor, and Macon
County Commissioners Chair Jim Tate, along
with other council and commission members.
Each team gave a brief overview of accom-
plishments, ongoing projects, and anticipated
challenges going forward.

Mayor Horton spoke on housing issues, ef-
forts ongoing to bolster the Franklin police
force, and numerous sewer and sidewalk im-
provement projects. Horton professed that

housing is*“an issuefor all age groupsright now and is po-
He also stated

tentially hindering additional employment.”
that the town can “bring peoplein

Town of Franklin Council, Town of Highlands Council, and Macon County Commissioners meet for first time in three years.

tion that available and affordable housing is an increasingly
critical need throughout Macon County.
Macon County Commission

but has to have infrastructure to
take care of them.”

Mayor Taylor spoke on a new
performing arts center opening
within the next month in High-
lands. Thetown also hasanew fire
department building that will
eventually include barracks and
24]7 staffing. He also mentioned
paving and sidewalk projects
being considered and emphasized
collaboration with Macon County
being critical to mutual success.
Taylor offered that “ people outside
of Highlands can take advantage

Chairman Jim Tate spoke about
the ongoing project to build a
new Franklin high school build-
ing. LS3P, a multidisciplinary
architectural and planning firm
iscurrently scheduled to present
aschematic design in mid-Octo-
ber. He also mentioned a quar-
ter-cent tax initiative will be on
the ballot in November to help
pay for the ongoing broadband
expansion project in the county.
Tateiterated that commissioners
have “high hopes the effort will
result in vastly expanded broad-

of development in part dueto part-
nership with the county.” He also
reiterated Mayor Horton's asser-

band accessibility.” Similarly,

Town of Franklin Mayor Jack Horton provides updates Frontier Internet Service was
on various projects and events.

recently awarded funding that is

SEASON END CLEARANCE!

GRAVELY &
ARIENS
Zero Turn
Mowers

LIMITED STOCK

0% Finance
Available

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm Sat 8am-12pm

537 W. Main Street e Franklin, NC
828-524-8911 - maconrentalco.com

projected to result in up to 18,000 customers having addi-
tional broadband access.

Other items of discussion included road construction/im-
provement needs and recreational focus that can have ben-
eficial effects on both youth activities as well as overall
broader mental health and welfare. Disabled persons’ ac-
cessibility at existing and future parks or recreational areas
was also submitted as a topic that needs greater emphasis
and attention going forward. Franklin Town Council mem-
ber Stacy Guffey revealed that grants currently exist that
offer five-to-one matching for building of disabled chil-
dren-accessible playgrounds. He, like Mayor Horton, of-
fered that Macon County needs to “take care of the people
we have in Franklin, in addition to all those we are work-
ing to bring in.” Both Franklin and Highlands council
members pointed out that building a skate park is a wise
investment. In Highlands' case, a park is already built and
quite heavily utilized by local youth. For Franklin, roughly
$167,000 has been raised so far for a proposed new skate
park. Construction is expected to begin in late spring or
early summer.

828-349-9034

4175 Tellico Road
Franklin, NC
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$2,000.°° BOUNTY
$1,000.°° REWARD

Lost 9/11/22 Franklin, NC. May be stolen, please look
everywhere. Male, all black, long hair, slender, roughly
knee high. $2,000 Bounty for info if stolen. $1,000
Reward for info if found. Please try to get a picture.

307-299-4604

SUBSCRIBE PER
FOR ONLY $29 @ YEAR
i Includes Tax

(828)369-6767

26 W. Main St. Franklin, NC
maconcountynews@gmail.com

* FREE LOCAL DELIVERY *

BOXBERG RECLINING SOFA $899

BREVILLE SOFA $799

DORSTEN CHAISE SOFA $699

LEMLY SOFA $599

MACGON FURNITURE MART

560 DEPOT STREET « FRANKLIN,NC  (828) 369-8296
MaconFurnitureMart.com
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It's that time of year again — Rabies vaccine bait drop scheduled to begin

As it has done in previous years, the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) National Rabies Man-
agement Program is distributing rabies vaccine to wildlife
populations. The Oral rabies vaccine which are small
green packets the size of a quarter coin, will be dropped
from aircraft and hand distributed in Macon County in and
around October 5th -21st. The program has helped stop
the spread of raccoon rabies into native raccoon, fox, and
coyote populations beyond the Appalachian Mountains
and across the western United States. Ravoral is safe for
most animals who ingest it, including dogs. The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service will distribute more than one million
doses from northern Alabama to southwest Virginia. Res-
idents who may encounter wildlife vaccine packets and

have questions can call the Rabies Information Line at 1-
866-4-USDA-WS (1-866-487-3297).

Tips for Public Encountering Baits or Bait Contact

+ Do NOT disturb vaccine packets. Most packets are eaten
within four days; almost all baits will be gone within a week.
+ Undigested packets will harmlessly dissolve and exposed
vaccine will become inactivated.

« If you must move a vaccine packet, wear gloves or use a
plastic bag or paper towel to pick it up.

* Place any damaged baits in the trash; throw intact baits
into a wooded area or other raccoon/wildlife habitat.
Residents should WASH HANDS IMMEDIATELY if they
come into direct contact with the vaccine or packets, then
call 1-866-487-3297.

ANNUAL FALL FUNDRAISER

Seriously Funny/SiriusXM'’s

Mike Williams
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8

6rPm-8:30PMm

Highlands United

Methodist Church
315 Main St. ¢ Highlands, NC

¢ Learn how God and SMPCC help women

and men face unexpected pregnancy.

¢ Enjoy an evening of comedy, fellowship

and partnering.

* Mike G. Williams is a nationalyy known
speaker and writer who has a passion

for life.

® He is heard daily on the SiriusXM'’s Laugh
USA.

¢ His own personal adoption story and the
rescue and subsequent adoption of his

son will move you to tears of joy.

Space is limited!
Registration Required

Register Here

or Contact for more Info

826.349.3200

266 E. Palmer St.
Franklin, NC

SmokyPartners.com

Former Marine hired
as town’s new Code
Enforcement Officer

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

At the September Town of Franklin Council meeting,
Town Planner/I.T. Director Justin Setser presented Frank
Belanger, the Town’'s new Code Enforcement Officer
who was hired in
August.  While
many residents of
Franklin may not
be familiar with
the duties of that
position, Setser
explained its im-
portance and con-
veyed to the
Council apprecia-
tion for Belanger,
aveteran.

“The Code En-
forcement Officer
is the person that
enforces non-po-
lice power
laws/ordinances
within the Town
of Franklin,” ex-
plained Setser, “signs violations, minimum housing, nui-
sance, junk/abandoned vehicles, and water and sewer
issues to name a few.”

Belanger, who joined the Marines straight out of high
school in 1985, maintained fixed-wing and helicopter at-
tack aircraft for 10 years and was a Marine Security
Guard at three American embassies for four years.

“1 left the Marines in 1999, moved to Arizona, and
spent three yearsin private security before moving back
to North Carolina in 2002,” said Belanger, who added
that he took a break from military service for afew years
before joining the Army, with afinal combat tour in Iraq
in 2003. Heretired from the military in 2012. After work-
ing in afew civilian jobs, Belanger learned from some-
one at Discover Church, where he attends and serves on
the safety team, about the Code Enforcement Officer po-
sition, and he felt he would be a good match due to his
skills and background.

“My duties are to enforce the codes that apply to both
business and private properties in the town,” said Be-
langer. “These codes have been in place for quite some
time now, but there has not been a Code Enforcement Of-
ficer on staff up to this point. My focus is to ensure ad-
herence of established ordinancesin order to maintain the
quality of life and safety for the citizens of Franklin,
while promoting a pleasant and inviting environment for
the tourists and visitors to our town.”

Setser noted, “The Town of Franklin is now taking a
proactive approach to these ordinances in the future, but
with a focus on education and not a heavy hand on en-
forcement. Compliance is what we are looking for. This
will help with the general appearance of the Town to res-
idents and visitors and improve the quality of lifefor all.”

Frank Belanger

Visit Us Online at

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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Shriners present check to Greenville Shriners Hospital for Children

This year's donation check of $27,000 from the annual 80's Flashback Weekend, a benefit for Greenville Shriners Hospital for
Children was presented on Saturday September 24th. The hospital provides health services to over 112 patients from the

Macon County area. Pictured are The Linn Family, Members of Smoky Mountain Shriner Club, Miss 1980 Something, 2022 Win-
ner Maria Moran and Shriners Hospital for Children of Greenville Staff

Hello my friends, this is Sarah aka ‘Diva’ asking for your
help for my sweetheart husband Rick Miller. Rick has
been hospitalized 7 times this year from his weak heart
and sepsis from a UTI infection twice. Sepsis is so serious
and he is once again fighting to survive. I am trying to

raise money to enable him to live in his home. We have
22 cement steps and a ramp has to be built to wheelchair
him in and a walk in shower put in for him to function.
We currently have the old bathtub type and he cannot lift
his leg. As you all are aware, Rick is a strong ‘American’
man and has a strong love of life, his wife, family, dogs
and friends. We have been happily married 47 years and
together 52! Many of you know him Divas on Main,
the apparel business in Atlanta and his political and
community involvement in Franklin. Anything would
help and be very much appreciated.

Love to you all, Rick & Sarah.
To donate, contact Sarah Miller

at 1-770-757-7500
or Divas on Main Facebook
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Macon County School Board approves chicken coop for Macon Middle School

Diane Peltz - Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met at
Highlands School on Monday September 26,
2022, for its regularly scheduled meeting.
The agenda was light, but did include a
demonstration of “Virtual Goggles” which
board members were able to try out. They
will be used at Highlands School for various

assignments.

The goggles can help enhance students
understand of the way a “cell” works by
viewing it in 3D. The human heart can also
be viewed in 3D for amore complete under-
standing of how it functions. The goggles
are used in mostly Science and Socia Stud-
ies but can be useful in language arts class
alike. Students can also take virtua tripsto
the Pyramids or any-

where in the world they
want to study. High-
lands School, middie
school students, use the
goggles right now in
science class. The gog-
gles were purchased
with a grant from the
Highlands-Cashiers
Health Foundation.

MMS going into the

egg selling business

Macon Middle
School (MMS) students
will be able to take part
in a collective project
involving the building
of achicken coop. Stu-
dents will literally be
taught the “egg” busi-
ness. They will design,
build, maintain and
manage a chicken coop

Macon Middle School Students will be able to learn how to build a
chicken coop and also learn about the "egg" business! The Coop will
be housed on campus.

er

e Paprnay amr e

which will be housed
on campus. Thelessons
that will be taught from

ey oJaANE.

828-421-4744

this endeavor will touch on carpentry, envi-
ronmental health, art, career and STEM stan-
dards.

Highlands School Soccer Field in

Need of Repair

The Highlands School Soccer Field was
built in 2008 for the girl’s varsity inaugural
season. The field isin a low lying area
which is often

proposal to the board to contract with avery
reputable Turf Company that does signifi-
cant work for Major Colleges and Profes-
sional Teams across the US. He explained
that they have done work in and around this
area and are familiar with the area and its
challenges.

The next meeting of the School Board will
be a combined November/December meet-

“swampy” after
arainfal. Dur-
ing the fall, the
boys  soccer
games had to be
postponed  or
cancelled dueto
flooding on the
field, making
conditions too
dangerous for
studentsto play.
Boys  soccer
typically ends
toward the end
of October and
girls soccer

picksup in Feb-
ruary. There is
not enough time

Highlands School Soccer Field is in need of repair. A school board approved
proposal has been sent to an established and proven company to get the field
ready for this year's Soccer season.

in between the

two seasons to effectively repair the field.
There have been injuries and two weeks ago
the game was called at halftime due to a
Highlands students getting injured. High-
lands lost that game 0-1. Jeff Weller, High-
lands Soccer Coach, has submitted a

ing, which will be held in conjunction with
the swearing in ceremony for the new board
members. It will be held at Nantahala School
on December 5, 2022. The swearing in and
training ceremony will be held at noon and
the board meeting will begin at 6pm.

YOUR LOCAL LENDING TEAM

Missy Norton Josh Owens Crystal Crupi
NMLS#816135 NMLS#506645 NMLS#509124
828.306.2141 828.306.2160 828.306.2112

* Local Expertise
* Personal Service
+ Experienced
NMLS#761977

* Dependable

MountainHomeMinders@gmail.com

MountainHomeMinders.com

NantahalaBank.com
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Bryant’s Antique Mall finds a new home on Frankin’s Main Street

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Sarah and Erik Bryant opened the doors of their Bryant's
Antique Mall on Main Street in FranklinonAugust 1, and “It's
been crazy ever since,” said Erik.

The couple has owned and operated the business since 2015,
starting with an 1,100-square-foot space on Hwy. 441 and
quickly expanding the next year by another 15,000 and then
12,000 square feet.

“We grew to over

Prior to starting Bryant'sAn-
tique Mall, Erik was an auto-
mobile  sdlesperson.  The
business was developed so that
Sarah could work and have
flexible hours while raising
their children (they currently
have a 6-year-old daughter).
However, the business grew so
quickly that Erik quit

70 vendors, some
who had multiple
paces, inavery short
time,” explained
Sarah, who noted that
Bryant's  Antique
Mall offers for sde
antiques as well as
collectibles, furnish-
ings, memorabilia,
and much more.
While the large
building garnered vi-
sual prominence on
the main thorough-
fare between Franklin

his job selling cars to
join Sarah full-time at
Bryant's.

“My dad was a his-
tory professor,” sad
Erik, “and whenever
the family went on
trips, he took usto his-
torica placesand mark-

ers and
explained
the history. |
didn’tredize
how much |
had retained,
but after |

and Clayton, Ga., the
Bryants pointed out that they were not able to become invested
inthetown of Franklin. Thus, when the owner of the Hwy. 441
building decided to put the property up for sae, the couple
began investigating options to move their business closer to
town. They learned that the three-story 71 E. Main Street build-
ing, formerly aBek’s department store followed by many other
businesses, was available.

The couple moved seven years ago from their home in
Horidaso that they could raiseafamily in Franklin, where Erik
had lived since his parents moved to the areawhen he wasiin
elementary school. Sarah hails from Colorado.

became an
adult, | began to be-
come interested in
historical  artifacts
and memorabilia”
Erik and Sarah
decorated aroom in
their Florida home
with antiques and
collectiblesand extra

Bryant's Antique Mall, now on Main Street, Franklin, offers
three floors of antiques, memorabilia, collectibles, and more.
Photos by Vickie Carpenter and Deena Booknight

tique mall owner asked the couple to bring in more items
and display them in alarger space.

“At the time, (before the Bryants moved to Franklin), |
was working 80-90 hours a week selling cars, and then on
my days off we would find and purchase pieces (at yard and
garage sales and flea markets, for example) for our antique
mall space,” said Erik.

When the couple decided to move from Florida to
Franklin, opening an antique mall was “a good fit,” said
Erik.

Two and a half months before Bryant's Antique Mall

items were stored in
their garage. One day, when Sarah was cleaning out the garage,
she suggested they think about selling additional items. They
first consigned afew piecesinasmall “broom closet” spacein
aFloridaantique mall. When those items sold quickly, the an-

opened on Main Street, the couple renovated the 21,000
square feet, primarily pulling up carpet, painting, and replac-
ing awater heater, and they aso managed the moving of ven-
dors' items into numerous spaces on two of the building's
floors.

“SinceAugust 1, there hasbeen alot of trafficin here,” said
Erik. “Sarah and | have walked to every business on Main
Street and introduced oursel ves and our daughter, and the feed-
back has been so positive so far from business owners and
from the public.”

The Bryantsreside five minutesfrom Main Street, and Sarah
indicated that the couple's goa as Town of Franklin business
ownersisto “help fundraise for various causes and to truly be
apart of the community.”

Owners Sarah and Eric Bryant speak to customers about rea-
sons they recently moved from Hwy. 441 to Main Street.
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What’snew on the plateau L ettersto the Editor

Patrick Taylor
Highlands Mayor

As the mayor | continually
meet with community groups,
both here in Highlands and
also in the Western Carolina
region. These meetings con-
stantly reminded me of our
shared concerns.

Last week the Highlands
Town Board of Commission-
ers met with the Highlands
Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors. It was a productive meeting where ideas
and concerns were exchanged, as well as lines of com-
munication reaffirmed. A major topic was discussing
what the chamber and visitors center can fund with the
room occupancy tax that they receive. Thereisan array
of special local legidlation that governs how these tax
funds can be spent throughout a varying state system of
tourist development authorities. Macon County has a
TDA that overseesthis processin Highlands, aswell as
in Franklin and Nantahala.  The common core of all of
the enabling legislation is that the tax revenue is to be
spent on tourism promotion. So, when Commissioner
Patterson brought up the idea of these tax funds being
used to clean the downtown bathrooms, chamber mem-
bers had reservations as to whether that would meet the
legidative criteriaof promoting tourism. The counter ar-
gument is that such expenditures directly support
tourism, by providing clean and necessary services.

Last week, at the joint meeting of the Macon County
Board of Commissioners and the boards from Franklin
and Highlands, asimilar concern wasraised by Franklin
Councilman David Culpepper. He asked why room tax
funds could not be used for infrastructure projects that
support tourism? David's question not only relates to
our situation in Highlands, but similar questions have
been raised across the state. It may be time for the leg-
islature to review the issue and revise how room tax
funds can be spent. Thisreview might bein order given
the influx of tax dollars coming into local Tourist De-
velopment Authorities (TDAS) coffersfrom Short Term
Rentals (STRs). With the increase in tourism comes
pressures on local governments to expand services
throughout their communities.

| attended the Southwestern Regional Planning Com-
mission quarterly meeting on Tuesday. | presided over a
session of the Transportation Advisory Committee
where an interesting presentation was made by staff

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11

Supporters acting on toxic, dystopian vision

On Sept. 1, 2022, President Biden declared MAGA Trump
supporters, estimated at 60-75 million Americans, to be
threats to democracy and strongly implied we are domestic
terrorists. It was an invitation to violence against those
Americans with different political views than he and his
party hold. That call for violence was echoed by U.S. Sena-
tor Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) later when she issued her lit-
eral “call to aaims’ against al Americans who describe
themselves as pro-life. Last week U.S. Congressman Tim
Ryan (D-Ohio), who isthe Democrat U.S. Senate candidate,
insisted that his party must “kill and confront” MAGA
Trump supporters. On Sunday, Sept. 18, 2022, in North
Dakota, it happened. A man named Shannan Brandt ran
down and killed an 18-year-old Trump supporter and ad-
mitted that such was his motivation for murder. | have not
read it reported that any Democrat, from Governor Roy
Cooper, Attorney General Josh Stein, U.S. Senate candidate
Cheri Beasley, Congressiona candidate Jasmine Beach-Fer-
rara or any other down-ballot Democrat has openly dis-
avowed or even expressed disagreement with President
Biden’stoxic speech or those of the others mentioned above.
If, as expected, a “red wave” sweeps the GOP, and more
specifically MAGA Trump supporters into office, will the
ruling party permit it? Remember, the election is in No-
vember but no oneis sworn in until January.

In 1943, Adolf Hitler ordered the mass jailing and execu-
tions of his political rivals. It is known to history as “The
Night of Long Knives.” In justifying his act, Hitler gave a
speech to the Reichstag in which he decreed: “ If anyone re-
proaches me and asks why | did not resort to the regular
courts of justice, then all | can say isthis. In thishour | was
responsible for the fate of the German people, and thereby |
became the supreme judge of the German people. | gavethe
order to shoot the ringleaders in this treason, and | further
gave the order to cauterize down to the raw flesh the ulcers
of this poisoning of the wellsin our domestic life. Let the na-
tion know that its existence — which depends on itsinternal
order and security — cannot be threatened with impunity by
anyone! And let it beknown for all timeto comethat if any-
oneraises his hand to strike the State then certain death ishis
lot.”

President Biden has declared 60-75 million Americansto
be domestic terrorists. His supporters are now acting on his
toxic and dystopian vision. Will we hear asimilar speech to
justify hisand his party’s actions after the “red wave” threat-
ens his party’s removal from power in January?

Rich Cassady, Esq. — Franklin, N.C.

Donald Trump seems to be ‘over the law’

| beg forgiveness for dragging this tiresome individual

onto these pages yet again, assuming readers are astired of
reading about #45 as | am writing about him. If weignore
him; however, it will not be he who goes away, it will be
democracy that disappears.

At this point reasonable, thinking Americans have to be
asking; why hasn't this con artist been tarred, feathered,
loaded in a circus cannon and aimed at the U.S. Peniten-
tiary in Leavenworth, Kansas?

Remember some years back, Trump bragged he could ice
someone on Fifth Avenue and people would still vote for
him. We laughed, thinking that's just Trump being Trump.

During his term in office he violated his oath and the
Constitution numerous times, earning himself two im-
peachments. He has, aimost single-handedly, decimated
our system of checks and balances and laid waste to the
very concept of law and order.

Tied as we are to the glacier-paced process of recording
history, future generations will direct and mull over what
remains of the American experiment and perhaps they will
ascertain the cumul ative damage done to this country, and
the free western world, by one errant U.S. president gone
serioudly astray.

The DOJfinally summoned enough nerve to orchestrate
the FBI's unannounced raid on the former president's
Florida playpen. The FBI recovered dozens of boxes of
stolen documents, some highly classified records signifying
a serious breach of protocol and likely, a dangerous com-
promise of national security. In Trump's bizarre world, and
with bored nonchalance, he continues to claim "it's al a
hoax."

| used to read, on aregular basis, "no one is above the
law." Recently though, the media has become rather re-
served on the subject, dare | say - introspective - (looking
critically at one's own vision or version of the matter). The
Week Magazine (9-23) wrote, albeit ever so lightly (so per-
haps no one would notice?), "Trump: Doesthe law apply to
him?' No oneisquiteready to admit what we have all wit-
nessed up to this point - Donald Trump is over the law.

Since the FBI raid on mar-a-Lago, Trump has (with alot
of help) managed to throw one monkey wrench after an-
other into the investigation to delay, obstruct, deflect, or
possibly halt the wheels of justice. If that doesn't work hel'll
try intimidation, as in, if he's infected for his cries, "the
American people won't stand for it."

Thanks to a Trump appointed judge from the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of Florida (Aileen Can-
non), this case was again stalled (temporarily). With the
November election alittle more than one month away, the
DOJ begged a higher court to allow the AG and the DOJto
do their job of prosecuting criminals and defend this na-
tion.

| doesn't seem to matter what Donald Trump says or
does, hejust can't seem to get himself arrested. Onething's
for sure: until "The Donald" is safely locked up in Leaven-
worth, I'm staying the hell off Fifth Avenue.

David Snell - Franklin, N.C.
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Class Mailing Privileges Authorized at Franklin, N.C. 28734

Government for a redress of grievances.”




THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 | VoLUME 40 NuUMBER 20 THE MACON CoUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 11

No Need for Faith

In a discussion with a 80 plus year old. | was a bit dis- TAYL O R Continued from
couraged to find that he has no room for any belief in God page 10
or Divine creator. Further into the conversation it was quite Emlbesah dhalges e Be T o e G i e s
evident he did have a strong faith and conviction, but not in on plans to convert their school bus fleet to electric

spiritual things, but in everything human. His faith is ed vehicles. Their school svstem aready h
founded within his*political party”. Thiswashishope, faith b0 oy erd o e e Y octadl officinls

and devotion. It seemed his total being rested in a faith of were very interested in electric vehicles and asked a
his party, yet was in dismay of the direction his party was lot of questions. | sensed that many communities in
going. | felt for him, for he seem somewheat abandon with the region are beginning to address the electric vehi-
nowhere to turn and you could feel his hearts confusion. | cle trend and want as much information as possible.
felt this bitterness was more directed towards .the opposite Everyone wants vehicles that have clean emissions,
party, whom he resents deeply. There's even bitterness and but those officials at the meeting were seeking an-
division with his family, which isyet more painful. Faithis swers and solutions on how to implement this major
astrange thing yet everyone has faith in something. It's not transportation shift.
just for the religious, it effects l of us, no matter who you The Highlands Town Board will be working with
maybe. If there are strugglesin life asin pain and suffering, the Highlands Chamber on implementing an EV
or in prosperity and abundance, faith iswithin the mix of life charging program. A provider of an EV charging sys-
andisonly for theliving. While we each breath air, faith and tem will be scheduled to make a presentation at the
hope is never in short supply. The suffering in life brings October board meeting.
faith and hope of something better that is sought out in hope Hope to see you at the community coffee tomor-
(())ft?] betterr] ! nl life. Tlh's renered ?O.Ft)re] ang I]ath ca_rtrry]/_'s 'tjhs on. row, this Friday at the Hudson Library. The coffee be- 828-524-7773
erswho livein luxury place faith and hope within them- ; | o A ; TP :
selves, they need no one, yet they hope for their continued ginsat 11 am. Our legislative delegation will join us. highlandernc.com
abundance and power to never end. There faith lye's within . .
there own pride. But yet the “foundation of faith” is not Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast
found with modern man nor is there any blueprint to be . .
found, yet there are so many who place their hope and faith Voter information for THUR  FRI SAT SUN  MON
inthe very thing that has no direction, just hoping man will .
somehow become better, but never does. So, just what isit Nov. 8 General Election
that makes ourselves or mankind better ? Or do wejust force 71°/45°  67°/52° 68°/53°  72°/52° 72°/51°
our wills on othersand work at ahit and miss systemto find Absentee ballots request 5% 60% 80% 60% 25%
what works or doesn't, and who judges the outcome, the
powerful or the people ?If neither have ablueprint or foun- Sept. 9- Nov. 1
dation, where do we go that shows the way ? Where can we Request forms at www.maconnc.org —or
point for our children to have any hope or faith for their fu- www.ncsbe.gov or by calling (828)349-2034 or email
tures, or do we remain silent within our bitter confused mod- Macon.boe@ncsbe.gov.
ernsliveswe live ? If you cannot point to something better, . . .
then you yourself are more the problem, and our children Voter Registration Deadline
will be left with little hope or faith in anything for nothing Friday, Oct. 14 at 5 p.m.
has changed, it only worsens. All mankind seeks out justice, Same day registration is possible only during
peace, truthfulness. Even those who are corrupt and evil one-stop voting.
work within there own systems of justice, peace, and truth- ) )
fulness, yet they distort it very purpose and meaning. But yet One-Stop Voting - Franklin
you can't explain why man seems bound to these very things. Oct. 20 - Nov. 5
Even evolution seems without an answer. If mankind didn't Robert C. Carpenter Community Building
have this ingtilled within him, we would have no reason to Hours Mon-Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.;
liveor to die, we each would fight for our own survival. Dar- Saturdays 8:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.
win, himself saw no other conclusion, but thereis something
beyond us or aDivine presents, yet he seemed never to place One-Stop Voti ng - Highlands
hisfaith and hopein God the Divine. He, aswith many view Oct. 20 - Nov. 5
I@fethisway, yet have no other hope or answersfor genera- Highlands Civic Center, 600 N 4th St.
tionsto come. Hours Mon-Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.;
o Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Just-Thinking
nds13@frontier.com Deni Shepard - Franklin, N.C. General Election Day
. ) Tuesday, Nov. 8
Email Letters to the Editor to Voters will cast baIIoXs at their respective
maconcountynews@gmail.com precincts.
Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
. . Contact the Macon County Board of Elections at
The Macon County News letters page is a public (828)349-2034 or visit www.maconnc.org/elections.
forum open to a wide variety of opinions as a right

guaranteed in the First Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution. Letters are neither accepted nor rejected
based on content. Letters must be signed and con-
tact information provided. Views expressed are not
necessarily reflective of the opinions of publisher,
editor or staff. Writers are asked to refrain from per-
sonal attacks against individuals or businesses.
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Macon County Fair 2022 ... s e s

Car Show in downtown Franklin




THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022 | VoLUME 40 NuUMBER 20

THE MAcoN CouNTY NEwS & SHOPPING GUIDE 13

Grand Champion Steer — Aiden Pittscsad

Best pie in the county — Theresa Holland

Reserve Steer — Samuel Henry

CoMe Vieir

(g

Antiques, Furniture, Plants, Gifts & More
(828)524-2419 304 Depot St.  Franklin, NC

(located next door to Sophisticut)

FALL OPEN HOUSE

Fripay, Sept. 30 & Saturoay, OCT. 1

Register to win door prizes
Fill out & drop off at Sophisticut or Sweet Ophelia’s

1 Name:

: Phone #:

Best cake in the county — Tracy Nelson

e (FRODILY
AUNOICH

Thank you to all of our customers for
another successful year of business!

|

Mon. - Fri. 8-5

828 369-2199

976 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!
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The Macon County Sher-
iff's Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
September 15-26. All suspects
are innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County
Sheriff’'s Department

September 19

Crystal Eve Hayes, was charged with failure to appear for
afelony, warrant service for offense committed in jurisdic-
tion. Jay Wright made the arrest.

Matthew Owen Carpenter, was charged with attempted
break or enter building.

Matt Brock Kelly, was charged with driving while license
revoked.

September 20

Jennifer Lynn Haddix, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernaliaand sim-
ple possession of a schedule IV controlled substance. Jay
Wright made the arrest.

Alejandro F. Garcia, was charged with aid and abet and
driving while license revoked impaired revocation. Joseph A.
Raby made the arrest.

September 21

Adrian Montez Austin, was charged with simple assaullt,
and assault and battery or participates in simple affray. Tim-
othy B. Carter made the arrest.

Divinty Aleza Guest, was charged with breaking and en-
tering and injury to real property. Deputy Cody J. Howard
made the arrest.

Brandon John Thomas Owenby, was charged with break-
ing and entering and injury to real property. Deputy Cody J.
Howard made the arrest.

Abigail Renee Hendricks, was charged with driving while
impaired. Corpora James E. Crawford |1l made the arrest.

September 22
Daniel Mark-Zachanas Adler, was charged with failure to
appear. Sargent Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest.

September 23

Melissa Dianne Dickerson, was charged with offense com-
mitted in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest.

Ausencio David Pacheco, was charged with driving while
intoxicated. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.

September 24
Brandi Lynn Smith, was charged with simple assault and
dispose of dead domesticated animal/abandonment of an an-

200 BrocKX EAST PALMER ST. - FRANKLIN, NC

imal. Joseph A. Raby made the arrest.
Brock Edward Odom, was charge with contributing to the
delinquency of ajuvenile. Matthew D. Long made the arrest.

September 25

Robert Phillips, was charged with possession with intent to
manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule |1 controlled substance,
maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/place for a controlled sub-
stance and possession of drug paraphernalia. David Blanton
made the arrest.

September 26
Dustin W. Waldroop, was charged with child support en-
forcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest.

Franklin Police Department

September 18

Jeffery Lynn Carpenter, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, maintaining a vehicle for use of a con-
trolled substance, possession of drug paraphernalia, driving
while license revoked and speeding 60 mph in 55 mph zone.
R.S. Dulamadethe arrest.

Gabrielle Uriah Carver, was charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest.

September 19

Dominic Emilio Salvatori, was charged with fugitive war-
rant for felony possession of afirearm. R.S. Dulamadethe ar-
rest.

September 21

Brock Eugene McGilvery, was issued an order for arrest
for failure to appear for possession of methamphetamine and
possession of drug paraphernalia. G.D. Hovis made the ar-
rest.

September 22

Doralyn Marie Massung, was charged with possession of a
schedule |1 controlled substance, possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of methamphetamine and possession of
aschedulell controlled substance. JA. Rilesmade the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff’'s Department

September 15

Michael Amparo Dearce, 45, of Cattle Dr., Whittier, was
charged with assault on afemale. No bond was set.

Angelica Yanez Stoehrel, 30, of Cattle Dr., Whittier, was
charged with simple assault. No bond was set.

Timothy Ray Smith, 53, of Quallatown Rd., Whittier, was
charged with failure to appear for smple assault. A secured bond
of $1,500 was set.

Daliyah Lanae Wolfe, 24, of Big Cove Rd., Cherokee, was
charged with failure to appear for probation violation. A secured
bond of $20,000 was set.

September 16
David Jason Johnson, 40, of Beaver Rd., Lake Toxaway,
was charged with parole violation. No bond was set.

Angela M. Deatherage, 49, of Betty Lou Dr., New Mar-
ket, Tenn., was charged with larceny. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set.

Tyler Garrett Converse, 29, of Buck Creek Rd., Highlands,
was charged with failure to appear for possession of drug
paraphernalia, possession of methamphetamine and second
degree trespass. A secured bond of $5,500 was set.

Robert Allen Hooper, 46, of Keyhole Lane, Cullowhee,
was charged with possession of marijuana paraphernalia,
possession of marijuana up to 1/2 o0z and possession of
methamphetamine. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

Hunter Trey Thomas, 32, of John Taylor Rd., Whitter, was
charged with larceny of ginseng. No bond was set.

Kelsey Anne Potter, 30, of Walnut Creek Rd., Franklin,
was charged with second degree trespass and simple pos-
session of aschedule 111 controlled substance. No bond was
Set.

September 18

Alexander Martinez Garcia, 26, of Bertha Saunooke Rd.,
Cherokee, was charged with misdemeanor larceny. A secured
bond of $1,000 was set.

Michael Thad Schrader, 52, of Allman Dr., was charged
with assault with a deadly weapon and felony hit/run injury.
A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

September 19

Whitney Paige Gibson, 28, of Huntington Ridge, Whittier, was
charged with failure to appear for possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.

September 20

Corey Dean Rhinehart, 22, of Parris Branch Rd., was charged
with assault on afemale. A secured bond was set.

Dustin Shane Gilman, 42, of Skyland Dr., was charged with
failure to appear simple assault. A secured bond of $1,500 was
set.

Timothy David Kibel, 38, of Sutton Branch, was charged with
failure to appear for driving while license revoked. A secured
bond of $250 was set.

September 21

Hiram Lee Butler, 48, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier, was
charged with child support purge. A bond of $6,985.45 was
Set.

Justin Charles Brooks, 39, of Targaon Lane, Cashiers, was
charged with failure to appear for trespassing and domestic
violence protective order violation. A secured bond of $2,000
was set.

Michele Nicole Bird, 27, of John Ute Sherrill Dr., Chero-
kee, was charged with larceny. No bond was set.

Jamie Morgan Fuller, 24, of Goose Creek Rd., Cherokee,
was charged with misdemeanor larceny. No bond was set.

September 23

JessicaAnn Normand, 42, of Posey Blanton Rd., was charged
with simple assault. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.

Shannon Dewayne Blanton, 40, of Longhow Lane, Whittier,
was charged with intoxicated and disruptive and injury to per-
sonal property. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are al-
lergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like dia-
pers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off
Highlands Road.

Mountain Voices Community Chorus is beginning rehearsals for
their Christmas concert. Practice is every Monday evening at First
United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Avenue, Franklin, from 6:30 to
8 p.m. Recruiting new singers. For information, call (828)524-3644.

Lester & Annie Sorrells Family Reunion will be Sunday, Oct. 2, at 1
p.m., at the Franklin Memorial Park - formerly the Jaycee Building.
Bring a covered dish to share.

American Red Cross Blood Drive is being held in Franklin on Sept.
27,10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at Macon County Library, 149 Siler Farm Rd.

Bascom Center for the Visual Arts September Free Exhibitions
through Dec. 31, “Like No Other Place,” at the Joel Gallery; Lasting Im-
pressions; Japanese prints from the Read-Simms Collection, Bunz|
Gallery on Display through Dec. 3; The gallery is located at 323
Franklin Rd., Highlands. For more information, call (828)526-4949.

Otto Community Development Covered Dish will be held on Mon-
day, Oct. 3, 6 p.m., 65 Firehouse Road, The guest speaker will be Greg
Clark, story teller, “Granny Witches.”

Tuckaseigee Chapter of Trout Unlimited Meeting with NCWRC Bi-
ologist Powell Wheeler will be held on Oct. 4, 6 to 8 p.m., at Sylva
First United Methodist Church, 77 Jackson St. in Sylva. Anyone inter-
ested in hearing about the commission work in our district are invited
to attend. You do not need to be a member. A delicious meal with
dessert will be provided.

Death Cafe will be held on Sunday, Oct. 9, 2 to 4 p.m., at Wayfarers
Unity Chapel, 182 Wayfarer Lane, Dillard, Ga. This directed discus-
sion of death with no agenda, objectives or themes. There is no inten-
tion of leading participants to any particular conclusion, product or
course of action. Facilitated by Jan Brewer, M.A., CMT and Teresa
Weiser, Ed.D. For more information, call Jan at (510)684-5555 or visit
www.deathcafe.com.

Nantahala Hiking Club (NHC) Program will be held on Oct. 13, 6
p.m., Macon County Public Library. The speaker will be Sarah Adams,
ATC Regional Manager GA & Nantahala. She will speak on “Jap-
palachia": Connections Between the Appalachian Trail and Japan’'s
Shinetsu Trail, which was heavily modeled after the A.T. for its coop-
erative management system.

Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteer needed for Troop 2996 in
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or email
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com

Historic TM Rickman Store at 259 Cowee Creek Rd. is now open for
visitors on Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Dulcimer music at 10 a.m. and
music jams 12 to p.m. Discover unique items and listen to local mu-
sicians. Parking is limited with additional parking available at Cowee
Arts and Heritage Center a short walk from the store.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Tuesdays,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Macon County Public Library and on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School Wood Shop just off Mc-
Collum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. Anyone
under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For more in-
formation, call (828)342-8126.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Wednesday through Saturday from 12
to 4 p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as
all over the world.

Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes workshops in Media
includes acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious
metal clay and glass fusing. Free painting in the classroom Monday's
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Membership meeting second Sunday of the month
3 p.m. The gallery is located at 30 E. Main St. in Franklin. For more in-
formation, call (828)349-4607.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m.
at No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.; Tuesday, 8 a.m., and Thursday,
12 noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.; Wednes-
day, 7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. On-
line meeting information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.0rg. To
speak with a member of A.A., call (828)349-4357.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited in-
person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building. A vari-
ety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the
afternoons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-
2058.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open on
Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents in
need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The church
is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information, call
(828)369-9000.

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volunteers
to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones. From car-
pentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer skills, plan-
ning and organizing or just plain common sense, the greatest gift you
could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great times, last-
ing friendships and rewarding experiences await. Call (828)369-3716
or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday
to Saturday, 9 a.m.to 2 p.m., at573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a soft
drink and a snack, and free internet. Reservations taken for the shel-
ters.

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night, 6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind. Cel-
ebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from
the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five years
old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47 Macon Cen-
ter Dr. (behind Bojangles). For more information, email cr@dis-
cover.church for questions.

Crawford Senior Center Zoom Classes will include exercise, tai chi,
and others. For more information, or to register, call the Senior Center
at (828)349-2058.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

First Alliance Church will be holding Sunday Service will be held on
Oct. 2, at 10:30 a.m. Sunday school for all ages will be held at 9:30
a.m. Rev. Dick Brown will be speaking. Ted Duke will be perform-
ing special music. The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off
Womack, next door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Son Rise International Ministries Christian Fellowship Services
are held on Friday evenings at 7 p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer and
Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m. The
church is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call
(828)369-2465.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, Oct. 2, 11 a.m. Guest speaker
Craig Eister will speak on "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner". On
Mondays at 6 p.m. is an all levels yoga class; no cost to attend. On
Thursdays, a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward.
The center is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo
Restaurant. For more information or to stream services go to Spiri-
tualLightCenter.com.

Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website
at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at mountainsyna-
gogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday. They have communion
the first Sunday of each month. The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory). The pastor is Evan W. Hill.
For more information, call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http:/iwww.firstumcfranklin.org

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Services are also streamed online
on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship
service is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church is
located at 59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.
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‘Good to Be Together’ at the Folk School’s 46th Fall Festival Oct. 1, 2

The John C. Campbell Folk School’s 46th
annual Fal Festival returnsthisyear on Satur-
day, Oct. 1, and Sunday, Oct. 2, from 10 am.
to 5 p.m. each day. A premiere destination
since 1974, the Folk School’s Fall Festival at-
tracts thousands from across the region to the
school’ s scenic Brasstown, N.C., campusfor a
celebration of Appalachian craft, culture, and
heritage.

Festivalgoers will stroll several wooded
paths, visiting awide variety of fine craft ex-
hibitors showcasing quality works for sale.
Talented artisans will demonstrate traditional
and contemporary craftsfor appreciative audi-
encesthroughout the day on the demonstrators
stage outdoors near the Keith House.

Spirited music and dance performanceswill
fill the air continuoudly over two days. On the
Festival Barn and Craft Shop stages, regional
acts, including Evie & Keith Terry, Benjamin
Hunter, the Folk School Junior Appalachian
Musicians, and many others, will share old-
time, bluegrass, folk, and rootsmusic. Dancers

The John C. Campbell Folks School’s Fall Festival returns in 2022 for a celebration of Appalachian
craft, culture and heritage. The festival will be held Oct. 1 and 2, in Brasstown.

will entertain the crowds with clogging and
Morris performances. The bel oved Brasstown
band Ironsin the Fire will close out the festi-
val on Sunday afternoon, reuniting for thefirst
timeinyears.

Food vendors are aplenty, located by the
Fegtival Barn along with picnic tablesfor vis-
itors, families, and groupsto enjoy. Thisyear,
the Folk School’s signature barbecue will be
located in front of the Olive Dame Campbell
Dining Hall. Seating will be available outside.
Additional food vendors will be located at
Davidson Hall.

Children can visit the Kids Cove area,
where they will enjoy face painting, petting
the alpacas and visiting the Valley River Hu-
mane Society’s pet adoption booth. The Cove
Theatre will offer children an opportunity to
participate in creative play with dress up cos-
tumes and musical instruments. Artsand crafts
activities will be offered by the Cherokee
County Arts Council.

EATING OuT

YOURGUIDEN OAREADINING 1

l NOW OPEN .

THE WAIT 1S OVER/
WE ARE NOW OPEN

H O USE

Everything made from scratch!

828.567.0064

28 E. MAIN STREET « FRANKLIN, NC
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 ¢ Wed. 8-4 e Sat. 10-3

A selection of Fall Festival commemorative
t-shirtsand itemswill be availableto purchase
in the T-shirt booth in the Craft Shop parking
lot. Visitorscan asolearn more about Olive's
Porch, the new Folk School experience in
downtown Murphy, at the Festival Barninfor-
mation booth.

TheFall Festival Banner, acolorful tradition
celebrating the school’s rich history and en-
livening future, is made by quilter Zak Foster
this year. Foster was the inaugural Artist in
Residence at Olive's Porch earlier this year.
Foster’s banner, adorned with the motto “ Good
to be together,” captures the excitement sur-
rounding thisyear’sfestivitieswhile aso com-
memorating the Folk School's unique,
non-competitive, and communal learning en-
vironment.

The Fdl Festival offers plentiful free park-
ing along with a free on-campus shuttle bus
and handicapped golf carts.

Handicapped parking is available in the

Keith House gravel lot and adjacent to the
Fiber Arts Building. The John C. Campbell
Folk School isonly two hoursfromAsheville,
Atlanta, Chattanooga, and Knoxville and a
day’sdrivefor haf of theresidentsof the U.S.

Admission is$10 for adults (18 and up); $8
for ages 12-17; $8 for seniors (65+) and vet-
erans; and free for children, 12 and under.
Tickets are available online. Single-day and
multi-day options are available. Visit
folkschool.org/fallfestival to purchase. Tick-
ets will also be available for purchase at the
festival gateswith cash only. ATMsare avail-
able on campus.

For more event detals, vist
folkschool.org/fallfestival or call 1-800-365-
5724,

0‘%

" MiCasa

NOW
SERVING \
BREAKFAST ¢

7am-11am

MEXICAN RESTAURAN

At Our New Location

WED - SAT
4:00PM-8:30PM

SUN
12:00PM - 4:00PM

N

Check our Facebook page for weekly specials

1505 Highlands Rd. ¢ Franklin, NC 28734 « 828-634-4244

38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

Hotued
Mon - Thurs 11am - 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am - 9pm e Closed Sun

Jetiory 75 509990

(7

o

828-369-1580
188 East Main Street, Franklin NC
Mexicanrestaurantfranklin.com ¢
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Submit stories to the 2022 NC State Fiction Contest

The annual NC State Fiction Contest is a free literary competition
open to all North Carolina residents, including out-of-state and inter-
national students who are enrolled at North Carolina universities. It re-
mains one of the largest free-to-enter fiction contests in the South.

This year’s guest judge is S.A. Cosby, author of the New York Times-
bestseller Razorblade Tears and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize-
winning Blacktop Wasteland.

Contestants may enter one story in each of the two contest cate-
gories:

+ The James Hurst Prize for Fiction ($500): An unpublished short
story of no more than 5,000 words. In addition to the winner, several
honorable mention awards will be presented.

+ The Shorter Fiction Prize ($250): An unpublished short story of no
more than 1,200 words. One honorable mention award will be pre-
sented.

Contest Rules

1. The contest is open to all North Carolina residents except:

a. Tenured/tenure-track professors in the University of North Car-
olina system; creative-writing instructors teaching at North Carolina
State University (but teaching assistants and graduate students are el-
igible).

b. Writers with a published book of fiction (if we can buy your book
online or from a publisher or bookstore, we consider you published).

c. Previous winners. Previous finalists must submit stories that
have not been previously submitted.

2. Contestants may enter no more than one story in each of the two
contest categories.

3. Entries may not have been previously published anywhere, in print
or online, including personal blogs or websites.

4. All entries must be typed and titled.

5. Contestants should not include their name on their stories so that
their work can be judged anonymously. Instead, contestants should in-
clude their name, address, telephone number and email address on a
separate cover sheet.

6. No emailed entries are accepted. Mail entries to:

NC State Fiction Contest

Department of English

= Residential
= Commercial

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors
and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer
Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Steve Raby
Owner

Kaylee’s Closet
Faithfully giving to

foster families

L Franklin, NC ¢ (828) 371-0992
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North Carolina State University

Campus Box 8105,

Raleigh, NC 27695-8105

7. The postmark deadline is Oct. 14, 2022.

Due to volume, we cannot respond to individual queries or return
your stories afterward. Winners and honorable mentions will be con-
tacted directly. There will not be a public ceremony this year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The results will be posted at go.ncsu.eduffic-
tioncontest.

For more information, visit go.ncsu.eduffictioncontest.

Contra Dance at Macon Library October 1

A contra dance will be held in the Macon County Public Library on
Saturday, Oct. 1, with a half hour of instruction for beginners at 6:30
p.m., followed by two hours of dancing. Attendees will dance on the
wood floor of the Library’s Living Room, with caller Charlotte Critten-
den and live music by the band, Late to the Party, featuring fiddler
Larry Barnett.

With its roots in the British Isles and France, Contra dance has be-
come a traditional American dance form. Itis considered the most ac-
cessible of all dances, with participants moving in two long facing lines
orin groups. No experience is needed; all dances will be taught. You
don't need to bring a partner but are welcome to do so. Wear com-
fortable clothes; no perfumes or strong scents, please. Admission is
by donation; light refreshments will be provided.

The Library is at 149 Siler Farm Road, Franklin, and is wheelchair
accessible. The eventis sponsored by Ron and Christ Lewis and pro-

duced by the Arts Council, part of the Council’s “Fall into Dance” month
which also includes a street dance on Franklin’s Town Square Gazebo
with Motown/Soul band WestSound on Saturday October 8 at 7:00
pm, and Fall into Dance ARTSaturday at the Macon County Public Li-
brary October 29 at 10:30 am, for children and young families. Con-
tact the Arts Council for details, 828-524-ARTS or
emalil artsdall@dnet.net.

Ronald Evans to present novel at City Lights

Franklin, North Carolina author Ronald Evans will present his his-
torical novel on Saturday, Oct. 1, at 3 p.m. at City Lights Bookstore. In
“The Odyssey of Robert Peake,” Ronald Evans explores the story of an
English indentured servant, Robert Peake, who set sail for the Virginia
colony in 1623. “The Odyssey of Robert
Peake” is a novelization about the real-life
ancestor of the Peak (Peek) families still
living in the North Carolina and Virginia
mountains.

Ronald Evans is a descendant of the
Peek family of Macon County, North Car-
olina. “The Odyssey of Robert Peake” is
his first book of historical fiction Evans is
also the author of two local true-crime vol-
umes, “Swift Justice” and “Frankie: A Life
Cut Short.” Call City Lights Bookstore in
Sylva, to reserve copies of his books at
(828)586-9499.

Live Music

Suggested
Donation

10

Per Person

Macon County Public Library 149 Siler Farm Road, Franklin

» Beginners’ lessons start at 6:30

» No experience needed - dancers
will be taught

« No need to bring a partner, but
you're welcome to do so

« Please don’t wear perfumes or
scents to the dance

Sponsors:

Ron & Chris

arts . Lewis

council

mac

1] Details at
county o o

-524-ARTS or
Email: artsgall@dnet.net

Coming Saturday, October 8, 7-9pm
WestSound brings Motown to Franklin Town Square.
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‘Roots & Herbs’ topic of society meeting

“Roots & Herbs: How WNC Root Diggers
Helped Launch the Pharmaceutical Industry”
isthetitle of the presentation by Luke Manget
for the Oct. 6 meeting of the Swain County
Genealogica and Historical Society.

Ginseng has been dug from Appalachiaand
traded with Chinafor nearly 300 years, but in
the mid-19th century the region became one
of the most important suppliers of medicina
plants, or “crude botanical drugs,” to some of
the largest pharmaceutical manufacturersin
the United States. After the Civil War, the re-
gion experienced a boom in root digging and
herb gathering that made A ppal achiathe most
important supplier of native medicina plants
in North America. During the presentation,
Manget will be sharing the history of “Sang-
ing” in the mountains.

During childhood visits to Kentucky,
Manget's family roots with ginseng were
awakened by hearing stories from his grand-
mother about her grandfather digging ginseng.
Research led him to an old general store in
Wilkesboro, where hefound buried treasurein
a dusty business ledger from the 1870's that
provided long lists of wild ginseng purchases
and sales with area root diggers like his great
great grandfather. That led to the finding of
other records from other stores in N.C. and
nearby states not only listing ginseng sales, but

also the sale of other plantsherbs such as
Mayapple, Wild Ginger, Bloodroot and oth-
ers. Hisresearch and writing have shown the
important rolethat “ ginsangers’ playedinin-
ternational trade in the late 1800's and early
1900's.

In March 2022, he published hisfirst book,
“Ginseng Diggers: A History of Root and
Herb Gathering in Appalachia.”

Dr. Manget, native of northern Georgia,
completed a Ph.D. in History from the Uni-
versity of Georgia and also holds degrees
from Georgia Institute of Technology and
Western CarolinaUniversity. In July 2022, he
joined the faculty of the NC School of Sci-
ence and Math-Morganton as an Instructor of
American Studies & Humanities. He hasbeen
teaching high school and college since 2005
including Murphy High School, The Univer-
sity of Tennessee-Chattanooga and Dalton
State College. He resides in Morganton with
hiswife Natalie and three sons.

This presentation on Oct. 6, isat 6:30 p.m.,
at the Swain County Regional Business Edu-
cation and Training Center, 45 East Ridge
Drive, Bryson City, NC 28713. East Ridge Dr.
isaright turn off Buckner Branch Road which
iswest of Ingles. Conversation and refresh-
mentswill follow the presentation. The meet-
ing isfree and open to the public.
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Beverly “Beve’ Bryan Cheatham

Beverly “Beve’ Bryan
Cheatham, 65, of Franklin NC,
gained her wings on September 19,
2022, and began her journey to her
heavenly home free of all earthly
hardships.

Bornin Fort Lauderdale, Fl, she
was the daughter of the late
Richard Bryan and Carol Wackrow
Wyatt. She was proceeded in
death by her husband Buddy
Cheatham.

She is survived by her dog
“Sparky”, family, and friends.

Shegrew upin Fort Lauderdale
and was such atalented lady. She
was abeautician, worked at Belden in engineering and then in sales
at Vanhook Carpets before retiring to care for her Aunt Dorothy
Crews “Aunt Dot”

She had aheart of Gold. Shelived her life oneway and that was
“her way” if you didn’t likeit then tough, it was her life.

Even though her entire closest family preceded her, she was
never alone. Her friends made sure she was celebrated on her
birthdays and never left alone on holidays.

She will be missed but never forgotten. Fly High My Dear

“Beve’ Cheatham

Angel!
Per her request there will be no services at thistime.
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Anthony “ Skip” Allen Vitch

Anthony “Skip” Allen Vitch,
77, of Franklin, passed away on
Wednesday, August 2, 2022.

Born in Oneonta, NY, he was
the son of the late Mary Aesman.
In addition to his mother, he was
preceded in death by his children,
Gerry Vitch, Charlene Pittman,
and Robert Graham. Skip was a
member of Morrison Presbyterian
and aformer Elder at First Presby-
terian. He was a member of the
Antique Tractor Club and was
known as “Mr. Fix It" because he
was always fixing things for his
friends.

He is survived by his wife of 33 years, Anne Graham Vitch;
daughter, Kathijo Herr of Oviedo, Fla.; eleven grandchildren, eight
great grandchildren, and numerous other family members.

A celebration of life will be held October 1, 2022, at 1 p.m. at
Morrison Presbyterian Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Morri-
son Presbyterian Church.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Anthony “ Skip” Vitch

Ann C. Sanders

Ann C. Sanders, 69, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away on Sept. 20,
2022.

Shewasbornin Marshall, N.C.,
to thelate Merritt and Edna Fender
Crain. She was an engineering
technician in the automotive in-
dustry. She was a wonderful wife,
mother, grandmother, and sister.
She loved cutting grass and spend-
ing time with her grandchildren,
Justin and Brooke Sims.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, three sisters, MaryL ou,
Reva, Diane, and a grandson, An- Ann C. Sanders
thony McCall.

She is survived by her husband of 26 years, Stan Sanders of
Franklin; son, Tony McCall of Asheville, N.C.; daughter, Melinda
(Darrin) Simsof Fletcher, N.C.; three brothers, Herschel Crain, Ed-
ward Crain (Joyce), Keith Crain; three sisters, Ginger Cox (David),
Maxine Loop, Shelia Davis (Donnie); two grandchildren, Justin and
Brooke Sims of Fletcher, N.C.; and several nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held on Saturday, Sept. 24, at Prentiss
Baptist Church Cemetery.

Online condolences can be
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funera home is handling the arrangements.

made at

Hattie Mae Wiggins Potts

Hattie Mae Wiggins Potts, 85,
passed away Sept. 21, 2022.

Shewasbornin Swain County to
the late Conley and Mayme Mc-
CrackenWiggins. Shewasamem-
ber of Sugarfork Baptist Church.
Sheloved her family and her church
family.

Shewas preceded in desth by her
parents, husband, Charles Eldon
Potts; brothers, John Wiggins,
Wayne Wiggins, and Clyde Wig-
gins, and asister, Pauline Wiggins.

Sheis survived by her son, Rick
Potts (Christy); and two grandchil-
dren, Faith and Tucker Potts.

A funeral service was held Sunday, Sept. 25, in the chapel of
Macon Funeral Home. Burial followed at the Evitt Cemetery. Revs.
Gene Hawkins and Steve Reeves officiated.

Pdlbearerswere Randy Rogers, Tucker Potts, Iimmy Wiggins, and
Ronald Woods. Honorary pallbearers were Doyle Woods and War-
ren Henry.

In lieu of flowers, memorias can be made to the Evitt Cemetery
c/o Larry Moss, 1822 Norton Rd, Cashiers, NC, 28717.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Homeis handling the arrangements.

Hattie M ae Potts

George C Taylor

George C Taylor, Ji, 87, aresi-
dent of Franklin, N.C., passed
away September 24, 2022.

He was born in Washington, DC
and raised in St. Petersburg, Fla,,
the son of the late Ella F Mck-
instry and George C Taylor, Sr.
He was also preceded in death by
his dearly beloved wife, Sara, who
passed away January 11, 2014,
daughter, Mindy Fowler, stepfa-
ther, Roy Mckinstry, sister
Musette Pelham and her husband
Donald Pelham, and sister Barbara
Ann Fowler and her husband, Jack
Fowler.

He served in the US Army as a paratrooper in the 504th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment of the 82nd Airborne division. Hewasa
life member of the 82nd Airborne Division Association. He was
also amember of the American Legion, local Post #108.

He graduated from Florida State University and while a student,
was a member of the business fraternity of Delta Sigma Pi. He
was a Certified Public Accountant and practiced in Florida and
North Carolina. George served for a period of five years as Fi-
nance Director and Assistant Administrator of Cape Canaveral
Hospital, Cocoa Beach, Fla. As a practicing CPA in Florida, he
served in various offices of the Brevard County Chapter of CPA's
including President. He was a past member of the Brevard County
Estate Planning Council. He also served for three terms on the
State Board of Governors of the Florida Institute of Certified Pub-
lic Accountants and served on several state committees of the In-
stitute. While a resident of Brevard County, Florida he was a
member of several community organizations such as The Com-
mittee of 100 of Brevard County, a business and economic devel-
opment organization.

He served as a past President of the Kiwanis Club of Cocoa
Beach, Florida and was a past member of the Rotary Club of Indi-
aantic, Florida and the Rotary club of Franklin, North Carolina.
As amember of the Rotary Club of Franklin, he served as Treas-
urer for several years and was awarded by the members asa* Paul
Harris Fellow” for certain services rendered to that organization
while serving as Treasurer. He also served as apast member of the
Local Board of First Citizens Bank of Franklin.

Whileresiding in Franklin, N.C., he owned and operated a CPA
firm for nine years. Upon his retirement from Public Accounting
in 1994, he taught part-time at Southwestern Community College,
various business and accounting courses.

Heissurvived by his sons, George of the Philippines: Greg Tay-
lor (Kating) of St. Augustine Beach, Fla., Alan Taylor of Orlando,
Fla.,, Daniel Taylor of Titusville, Fla., daughters; Julie Brantley
(Doug) of Tampa, Fla., Laura O’Bryan (Don) of Shady Valley,
Tenn., and a son-in law Randy Fowler (Mindy) of Cleveland, Ga.
Several nieces, nephews, grandchildren, and great grandchildren
also survive.

Online condolences may be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com

Macon Funeral home is handling the arrangements.

George C Taylor

View obituaries at TheMaconCountyNews.com

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle * Rabun Gap, GA 30568

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road e Franklin, NC
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Tyler Reddick plays Playoff
spoiler with win at Texas

Holly Cain —NASCAR Wire Service

FORT WORTH, Texas — They say everything is “bigger”
in Texas and certainly NASCAR’s Round of 12 Playoff opener
a Texas Motor Speedway lived up to the billing. From Play-
off consequences to ared flag delay to bumper-banging ag-
gression, tire fall-off and record statistical marks, there was
no shortage of competitive drama in Sunday’s AutoTrader
EchoPark Automotive 500.

Ultimately Richard Childress Racing’s Tyler Reddick pre-
vailed asrace winner —taking the green flag by 1.190-seconds
over Penske Racing’s Joey Logano in afinal 24-lap green flag
run to the checkered flag. It was the 26-year old Cdifornian’s
third career victory and first win on an oval after claiming tro-
phies on two road courses earlier this season.

“We had alot of issuestoday, I’m not going to lie,” Red-
dick said with a smile, listing a number of setbacks from pit
road mishaps, vibrationsin hisNo. 8 RCR Chevrolet to hold-
ing off a hard-charging Logano, who has now taken the
NASCAR Cup Series championship lead by 12 points over
Trackhouse Racing driver Ross Chastain.

“Every time we've had a strong car we' ve been hit by
something,” said Reddick, who announced earlier this season
heisleaving the RCR team to go to 23X| Racing in 2024.

“Thisisatough race, 500 mileshereisnot an easy feat and
| know it wasn't easy on you,” Reddick said motioning to-
ward the grandstands. “ So gresat to win herein aCup car, been
close here acouple times.”

With the victory, Reddick becomes the fourth consecutive
“non-Playoff” driver to win aracein four Playoff races of the
2022 season. Yet, there was still plenty of drama among the
Playoff 12.

Hendrick Motorsports driver William Byron, who finished
seventh, and Joe Gibbs Racing driver Denny Hamlin, who fin-
ished 10th had aliteral “run-in” latein the race. Byron said he
felt Hamlin ran him up on track causing his No. 24 Hendrick
Chevrolet to hit the Turn 2 wall and damage hiscar. Andinre-
taliation, he bumped Hamlin’s No. 11 JGR Toyota during a
caution that ended up sending Hamlin spinning into the in-
field.

“It was realy hard contact,” the 24-year old Byron said of
theincident that put hiscar inthewall, adding, “| didn’t mean
to spin him out over there but obviously I'm pissed off and
not going to get run like that. We' ve always raced together so
well so | don’t know what it was all about.

“1 went to go show my displeasure. Didn’t mean to hit him
and spin him out. ... I’'m just not going to get run like that.
There'sreally no reason. We were running second and third at
thetime, | think.”

Hamlin, 41, took exception to the hit, and tapped his Toy-
ota into Byron's Chevy multiple times after his infield spin.
He still appeared miffed after the race.

“1 don’t think we touched but obviously he sent usthrough
the infield under caution,” Hamlin said.

“I keep hearing these guys and I'll just add it to the list,
guys that when | get a chance, they’re going to get it. It just
works itself out. We'll be racing each other at some point.
He'll lose alot of spots because he'sracing me.

“Thisis hard racing obvioudly. I’'m fine with hard racing.
But wrecking me under caution is not what we bargained for.
I’'m thankful to my FedEx Toyotateam for bouncing back.”

It was an action-packed racing afternoon on all levels.
There were arecord 36 lead changes and arecord 16 caution
periods — including a 56-minute red flag period for rain just
after Ryan Blaney claimed the Stage 2 victory.

When the race resumed, the resulting drop in temperatures
— factoring in alight rain shower and nightfall — seemed to
reinvigorate the racing on track. Side-by-side racing and
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Tyler Reddick, driver of the #8 Lenovo/ThinkEdge Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Auto
Trader EchoPark Automotive 500 at Texas Motor Speedway on September 25, 2022 in Fort Worth, Texas.

passes throughout thefield and multipletireissues at the front
of thefield.

Martin Truex Jr., along with Kevin Harvick and Chase El-
liott all had tire issues while leading the race.

The 32nd place finish dropped the 2021 series champion
from the points |ead coming into Texas to seventh in points—
26 points behind new championship leader Logano now - only
four points above the cut-off line heading to Race 2 of this
three-race championship round at the always unpredictable
Talladega (Ala.) Superspeedway next weekend.

“Something came apart, | could hear it flapping on the right
rear, o if it wasn’t down, it was certainly coming apart,” El-
liott said.

“It'snot agreat position to bein for sure, butitiswhat itis
now. | hateit for our No. 9 NAPA Auto Parts Chevrolet team.
Wewere actually decent herefor once, and that was nice while
it lasted. We'll go to Talladega and try to survive over there,
get awin next week and go on down the road.”

Elliott was one of a handful of Playoff drivers who had
“challenging” daysin Fort Worth. Joe Gibbs Racing’s Christo-
pher Bell, who cameinto the race ranked sixth after turning in
the best Round 1 Playoff showing of any of the 12 champi-
onship-eligible drivers. He suffered tire issues that ultimately
eliminated him from competition as well.

Assdignificant, theincident dropped him to 11th place nthe
Playoff standings, 39 points behind eighth place Daniel Suarez
with eight drivers advancing to the next round of the Playoffs.

“Very disappointing weekend and | was fegling optimistic
when they dropped the green flag,” Bell said, adding, “It
makes our decision easy on how to play Taladega. We were
hoping to come out of here good and be able to ride around
and just survive Talladega. We are going to have to race and
get some stage points and be up front al day.”

Justin Haley finished third on the day with Playoff drivers
Ryan Blaney (Penske Racing) and Chase Briscoe (Stewart-
Haas Racing ) rounding out the Top-5. Erik Jones, Byron, Sun-
day’s race polesitter Brad Keselowski, reigning series
champion Kyle Larson and Hamlin rounded out the Top-10.

Photo by Jonathan Bachman/Getty Images

Byron holds onto the third Playoff spot, 13 points behind
leader Logano. Larson is fourth (-14), followed by Blaney (-
15) and Hamlin (-22). Elliott and Sunday’s 12th place finisher
Daniel Suarez are seventh and eighth in the Playoff standings,
both 26 points behind L ogano.

Briscoe, Austin Cindric, Bell and Alex Bowman (who fin-
ished 29th) round out the Top-12 with Bowman 56 points be-
hind leader Logano and 30 points out of the eighth place
position that would advance to the Round of 8.

The second race of this Round of 12 comes next Sunday at
theiconic Talladega (Ala.) Superspeedway in the Yellawood
500 (2 p.m. ET, NBC, MRN, SiriusxM NASCAR Radio).
Bubba Wallace is the defending race winner. Chastain won at
Talladega this April.

Noah Gragson drives to Victory Lane at Texas, ties NASCAR

Xfinity Series record with fourth consecutive win

FORT WORTH, Texas — Noah Gragson parked his No. 9
JR Motorsports Chevrolet at the finish line, emerged through
his car’sroof flap and raised hisarmsin triumph taking in the
loud cheers from the Texas Motor Speedway grandstands as
he celebrated a historic fourth consecutive NASCAR Xfinity
Seriesvictory Saturday afternoon in the Andy’s Frozen Cus-
tard 300.

It was a series best and career-high seventh win on the sea-
son for the 24-year old Las Vegas native and automatically re-
serves his spot in the next round of the NASCAR Xfinity
Series Playoffs. That fourth consecutive victory is significant
historically aswell - tying one of the longstanding records, set
in 1983 by Sam Ard.

Although it was a tumultuous Playoff opener for many of
the championship contenders, Gragson was out front often and
ultimately when he needed to be. He didn’t win a Stage, but
led arace best 85-0f-200 laps and held off fellow 2022 Play-
off contenders Austin Hill and Ty Gibbs by 1.238-seconds to
earn the big trophy - and even more momentum at just the
right time of the calendar.

“ThisNo. 9team, man, they’reonfireand all you fans, you
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keep us motivated,” Gragson told
the cheering grandstands. “We're
gonna come back and win more
races for you. You guys are awe-
some and we appreciate you.
Thanks for coming out.

“Just this team, | mean the pit
crew’s done awesome and our car
was as fast as Xfinity internet all
day and I’'m just so thankful for
the opportunity.”

“Such arelief,” he continued.
“We lost this race back in 2020
and just executed a great race
[today],” he continued.

Eight Playoff cars finished in
the Top-10. Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing's Riley Herbst was fifth, fol-
lowed by Playoff driver Josh
Berry (JR Motorsports), Sheldon
Creed, Playoff drivers Sam Mayer
(JR Motorsports) and Ryan Sieg
(Ryan Sieg Racing). C.J
McLaughlin was 10th — the first
Top-10 of his career.

Compared to his closest com-
petitors, Gragson's day was more
amatter of holding court. Several
other race contenders and Playoff

mechek, a NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series champi-
onship driver who was driving
the No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing
Toyota at Texas as part of the
owner’s championship chase.

“The 7 (Allgaier) chose the
top behind me, and | haven't
seen the replay of it, but the 7
chose the top behind me and
started pushing,” Nemechek
said. “The 21 (Austin Hill) made
it three-wide on the 9 (Gragson)
and | was three-wide at the top
being ableto beintheraceand |
think we ended up four-wide at
one point which doesn’t really
work aero-widein the pack. The
resin was up there aswell and |
don’t know. It sucks.

“1 thought we were going to
have a shot to win the race and
repeat from last year. It didn't
work out. I'm looking forward to
seeing what the future holds.”

With two more races remain-
ing in this opening Playoff round
— at Talladega (Ala) Super-
speedway and the Charlotte

competitors had busier days of

thinking.

Both Gibbs, who finished third
and regular season champion A.J. Allmendinger, who finished
fourth, had to rally to those finishing positions. Gibbs started
the race from the rear of the field after failing technical in-
spection. And the two-time regular season champion All-
mendinger? He just had a hectic afternoon overcoming race
setbacks.

Two multi-car accidents on mid-race restarts eliminated the
winning opportunity for several Playoff driversand now place
them in catch-up mode only one race into the Playoff push.

Eight cars were involved in a crash on Lap 110, including
regular season champion Allmendinger, whose No. 16 Kaulig
Racing Chevrolet —only afew lapsremoved from the Stage 2
victory - was damaged. Quick repairsreturned him to the track

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro Shops/TrueTimber/BRCC Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
survival and the power of positive NASCAR Xfinity Series Andy’s Frozen Custard 300 at Texas Motor Speedway on September 24, 2022 in Fort Worth, Texas.
Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images

and the positions helost during the pit stop actually proved to
be advantageous as he missed the next accident up front after
returning to the race.

It was a similar scene on the ensuing restart, only thistime
the accident started at the front. John Hunter Nemechek, who
had led arace best 60 |aps—at that point - got loose at the front
of the pack, his Toyotacolliding with Justin Allgaier’s Chevy.

The hard contact sent them both hard into the wall and
caused another chain-reaction accident that ended up collect-
ing ninecarsin al —including Playoff drivers Brandon Jones,
the race polesitter, and 2021 series champion Daniel Hemric
(who won Stage 1) in addition to Allgaier.

Aswith that Playoff trio, It was the end of the day for Ne-

828-524-8080

121 Phillips Street
Franklin, NC

Take care of
the Earth

ROVAL road course — Grag-
son’swin is an automatic berth
into the next Playoff round. All-
mendinger and Gibbs are second
and third in the standings, 26 and 27 points — respectively be-
hind Allmendinger.

Eight of the 12 Playoff drivers will advance following the
ROVAL race.

Riley Herbst (-1), Hemric (-8), Jones (-13) and Jeremy
Clements (-29) whose car retired early with an engine issue,
now find themselves in the bottom four of the Playoff stand-
ings going to Talladega

The NASCAR Xfinity Series races at Talladega (Ala)) Su-
perspeedway for Round 2 of the Playoffs, the Sparks 300 on
Saturday (4 p.m. ET, USA Network, MRN, SiriusXxM
NASCAR Radio). Brandon Brown isthe defending race win-
ner.

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc.
(828) 349-3390

GRADING & ROAD REPAIR - EXCAVATING
LAND CLEARING - WATER & SEWER

6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE answers oNPG. 15

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: WORLD SERIES

ACROSS

1. Gumbo pod

5. Old horse

8. "l see!"

11. *Like Yankees and
Dodgers in 11 World Series
12. Kind of tale

13. Mother-of-pearl

15. *Like a pennant in wind
above a ballpark

16. Foam-at-the-mouth dis-
play

17. Agenda entries

18. *League with most
World Series wins

20. Oldsmobile founder

21. Two-door car

22. Legal org.

23. *2018 World Series
champs famous for Green
Monster

26. Dockets

30. Paulisto Simonas
is to Garfunkel

31. Household

34, -a-whirl fair ride
35. Kills a dragon

37. U.N. labor standards
arp.

38. Follows a cut?

39. Certain party garb

40. Closed book

42. Repeated Latin dance
step

43. Catch in atrap

45. Not like The Fonz

47. CrEme de cassis plus
wine

48. Faquir, alt.spelling

50. *Only 3 World Series
games in history ended in
these

52. *Play-in game entry

55. Sticker on a jar

56. Rod of a hot rod

57. Sodium hydroxide

59. Falstaffian in body

60. Not quite an adult

61. World's longest river

62. Formal wear, colloquially
speaking

63. Put to the test

64. Big Bang's original matter

DOWN

1. Not quite right

2. Caffeine-producing tree
3. Paper unit

4. Characteristic to consider
5. W.E.B Du Bois's org.

6. Pool problem, pl.
7. "Rhinestone
singer

Cowboy"

8. Passed with flying colors

9. *Baseball bullpens always
need good ones

10."For ____ajolly..."

12. Three in one

13. She turned to stone,
mythology

14. *Hometown of last year's
World Series champs

19. Hotel's offering, pl.

22. It shows over time

23. Moisten a turkey

24. Acrylic fiber

25. Bambi and Rudolph

26. Bug-eyed

27.'70s music genre

28. Poetic although

29. *Objectionable action en-
couraged on a diamond

32. *Number of players in the

field

33. Baba of "One Thousand
and One Nights"

36. *1949-1953 World Series
winners

38. Go to pieces

40. Be off base

41. a.k.a. Shenyang

44, Bridal path

46. Nook's partner

48. _ -upper, as in house
49. Bradley Cooper's 2021
movie "Nightmare "

50. Taboo, alt. spelling

51. Wild goat

52. Light bulb unit

53. Train track

54. Dish out

55. Parking surface

58. Skirt bottom

Misc. For. Sale

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE’S Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, G.I. 5 gallon
Gas/Water Cans! We Buy, Trade
all Types Clothes, Field Gear.
Open Monday-Friday 9-6, Satur-
day 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge Rd.
Franklin, (828)349-3140
bandmmilitarysurplus.com,
bandmsurplus@gmail.com.

BUYING WILD GINSENG
Every Day 1pm-9pm, Best Price
Paid. Large Amounts Welcome.
Call Ricky Teem (828)371-1802
or (828)524-7748.

JOHN DEERE S170 RIDING
Mower, 48" cut, 22 hours,
(828)371-0811.

STANDARD & TINY TOY Poo-
dle Puppies, Currant Health
Records, CKC Registered,
Beautiful Curly Pups. $500-
$800. Franklin. (828)349-3334.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

TheMaconCountyNews.com

* Remodeling

GA 706-970-9036

Providing Excepffional Quality, Professionalism & Value
for Over 30 Years!

DIRK SPIER

e Commercial &
Residential

e Licensed &
Insured

* Repair

NC 828-371-7035

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15
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Sevices i Community Fundraisers

GIBSON'’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.

CLEANING PACKING OR-
GANIZING & Other Household
Services. Vacation Rental
Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Serv-
ices (828)550-4585.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING In-
terior/Exterior, Pressure Wash-
ing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No Job
Too Small, Free Estimates. Call
Rick Hall (828)371-3566.

MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also Painting, New Construc-
tion, Repairs, 30 Years Experi-
ence, (828)200- 4478.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional service. Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully in-
sured. 20+ years experience.
(845)807-1326.

PIANO INSTRUCTION Bill
Grimmett, bill@grmt.net.
(404)641-1801. Master of Music
Degree in Piano Pedagogy,
Member Music Teachers Na-
tional Association.

CYSTIC FIBROSIS Mega Sale
with Partial Proceeds going to
CF, Friday-Saturday, Oct. 7-8
& 14-15, 8am-4pm Daily. As-
bury Church Located at 81
Firehouse Rd., in Otto, NC
across from the Otto Fire De-
partment. Items Include: Hal-
loween Decorations &
Supplies, Fall & Home Decor,
Pet Supplies, Furniture, Gas
Logs Set and So Much More!
Numerous Items Only $1. We
would appreciate your support.

END OF THE SEASON for
Fawns, Come Support our Li-
censed Rehabbers for Huge
Sale. Proceeds go Towards
Milk. Lots of Crafts, Beads,
Ribbons, Mixture of Halloween
and Christmas. Halloween
Wreaths on Display. Saturday,
Oct. 1, 9am-2pm, 3001 Old
Murphy Rd. Rain or Shine.

HALL'S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.

MELTON'S ROOFING Gutter
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your
Roof and Gutter Needs.

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior Pressure Washing, our
goal is to keep your property
happy and healthy! For any
questions call (828)200-5298
We're happy to help.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing,
Hardscapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, Design,
Grounds Maintenance and
Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates
(828)524- 6959.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.

GREENTHUMB LAWN SER-
VICES Do you need Fall
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping, Handyman Serv-
ices. 18 Years Experience. Call
(828)421- 8847.

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524- 8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.

CRANE BROS. WELL Dirilling,
6" Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free Es-
timates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.

Help Wanted

HOME CARE PARTNERS
Want a flexible work schedule
with benefits? Mon-Fri. No
nights or weekends. Full and
Part-time positions. Help some-
one remain independent in their
home rather than be institution-
alized. Alot of people need a lit-
tle help and you could be that
someone who cares. Up to
$12.50 per hour. Call Home
Care Partners (828)586- 1570
or (828)507-6065. Applications
available at 525 Mineral Springs
Drive, Sylva.

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
IS looking to hire a full-time in-
dividual to assist in the paint de-
partment. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections and
sundry items, stocking shelves
and daily cleaning. Must be able
to lift 50 pounds. This individ-
ual must be dependable, self-
motivated, have great customer
service skills and be willing to
learn. We will offer on-the-job
training, so experience is not
necessary. For more informa-
tion, call Derek Taylor @
(828)200-9226, or stop by
Cashiers Color Center to fill out
an application.

MACON TRACS Blue Jean
Cowboy Ball, Saturday, Oct. 8,
1lam-3pm, Macon County
Fairgrounds, Bring family &
friends, a picnic, chairs or blan-
ket. Music of Sweet Charity.
(828)349- 6262.

SENIOR GAMES FLEA Mar-
ket, Sat.,Oct. 8, 8am-1pm, at
the Community Building. For
more information on booth
$20. call Karen or Cody
(813)382-0700, (828)349-
2093.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RES-
CUE Thrift Store, Open Tuesday
thru Saturday, 9am-4pm, 1521
Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-
3046.

Garage & Yard Sales

BIG BIG BIG DEALS & Steals
Sale, 2594 Wells Grove Rd.,
Saturday 8 til 4

CYSTIC FIBROSIS Mega Sale
with Partial Proceeds going to
CF, Friday-Saturday, Oct. 7-8 &
14-15, 8am-4pm Daily. Asbury
Church Located at 81 Firehouse
Rd., in Otto, NC across from the
Otto Fire Department. Items In-
clude: Halloween Decorations &
Supplies, Fall & Home Decor,
Pet Supplies, Furniture, Gas
Logs Set and So Much More!
Numerous Items Only $1. We
would appreciate your support.

SENIOR GAMES FLEA Mar-
ket, Sat.,Oct. 8, 8am- 1pm, at
the Community Building. For
more information on booth $20.
call Karen or Cody (813)382-
0700, (828)349-2093.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store, 1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 14pm.

Real Estate

3-25 ACRES 15 minutes south
of Highlands bordering pro-
tected Chattooga River head-
waters. Amazing views,
springs, good road. $20k/acre
and up. Owned by one family
for 180 years. First time avail-
able as small tracts. (828)974-
1137.

SPACIOUS 3BR/2.5BA Town-
house, Available, Fireplace,
Close In $1600/monthly. Text
(828)347- 2345.

RVI/TINY HOME LOT Short dis-
tance to town. $325/month. In-
cludes water, sewer, and trash.
Drive by at 24 and 30 Debra Dr.
then call or Text your email ad-
dress for details. (828)346-
1200.

END OF THE SEASON for
Fawns, Come Support our Li-
censed Rehabbers for Huge
Sale. Proceeds go Towards
Milk. Lots of Crafts, Beads, Rib-
bons, Mixture of Halloween and
Christmas. Halloween Wreaths
on Display. Saturday, Oct. 1,
9am-2pm, 3001 Old Murphy Rd.
Rain or Shine.

YARD SALE Saturday, Oct. 1,
8:30am-4pm, 355 Medlin Rd. off
Clarks Chapel Rd.

LIFT KITS - WHEELS/TIRES

OFF ROAD BUMPERS - LED LIGHTS
AND SO MUCH MORE

 PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION AVAILABLE *

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500

In Otto since [998!

L O O & ¢

HIMALAYAN
KITTENS

BORN on August 8.

Shaded White &
Beige,
$50.
CALL
(828)524-0261.

Complete
Tree Removal

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

—
ke

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Accepting All Major Credit Cards




COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET
REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE

_ GMC Acadia AT4 28,261 Chevrolet Trailboss Crew 22,256

MAKE MODEL MILES Grand Cherokee Trailhawk 26,226 Colorado Z-71 12,912
BMW Alpina XB7 536 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon Unlimited 24,249 F-150 Crew 4x4 32,251
Edge Sport 101 Chevrolet Blazer RS 45,231 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251
Kia Optima EX 20,010 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 34,109 GMC Canyon Elevation 50,934
Chevrolet Camaro 25,641 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647

Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263 Chevrolet Trax AWD 16,288 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746

Dodge Challenger SXT 16,993 GMC Terrain 63,316 Toyota Tacoma TRD Sport 10,557
Dodge Grand Caravan SXT 55,584 Honda Pilot EX 40,801 Chevrolet 2500 Diesel 8,241

Nissan Sentra 66,190 Jeep Cherokee 4x4 65,409 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463
Nissan Sentra SV 15,009 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 Chevrolet Silverado 52,944
Volkswagen Beetle 42,676 Forerunner TRD Sport 65,055 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
Chevrolet Equinox 53,520 Kia Soul 58,573 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
Chevrolet Cruze 34,692 Nissan Murano 53,903 Colorado Ext Cab ZR2 26,842
Traverse LT AWD 95,105 Rogue SV 58,866 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448
Dodge Journey 110,982 Chevrolet Traverse LS AWD 62,942 Chevrolet 1500 Trailboss 36,741
Honda Fit 59,209 Dodge Grand Caravan 76,458 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ Crew 38,248
Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261 Lexus RX 350 72,919 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
Chevrolet Cruze 113,152 Sorrento  LX 112,933 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535
vw Beetle Convertible 67,099 Toyota Sequoia 96,869 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359

_ Suburban LT 92,352 Colorado WT 4x4 6,261

Jeep Wrangler 108,260 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
MAKE MODEL MILES m Ram 3500 Flatbed 58,192
Buick Enclave Essence 1,372 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
Honda Passport Trailsport 4,512 MAKE MODEL Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 50,934
Jeep Wrangler Sahara Unlimited 10,539 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ Chevrolet 2500 LTZ Crew 56,558
Chevrolet Tahoe 33,592 Ram 2500 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
Ford Bronco 12,254 2500 LT 4x4 Colorado ZR2 36,012
Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
GMC Yukon XL 53,356 Chevrolet 1500 RST GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
Grand Cherokee L 13,279 Chevrolet Colorado GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
Jeep Wrangler Sport 8,094 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 118,872
Buick Encore 34,808 Chevrolet LT Trailboss

Chevrolet Trax 7,250 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
Chevrolet Trax Premier 28,030 Chevrolet Silverado 1500

VOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

11 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 - 828.524.0734 « WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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