
Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer

The Franklin Tourism Development Authority (TDA) held
a Special Meeting on Monday, Sept. 19, in the Town Hall
Board Room. Among items discussed were consideration of
three applications for funding, new fiscal year budget ap-
propriations, and possible changes to rules of procedure.
After Chair Connie Grubermann called the meeting to order,
discussion began with media recommendations previously
presented by Beth Payseur, account executive at Drake Soft-
ware. Three different marketing plan options based on the
previously approved proposal were discussed as a result of
the TDA acquiring an additional $125,000 from the Franklin
Town Council on Sept. 6. TDA member Josh Drake re-
quested the additional funding due to increased costs asso-
ciated with website improvements and new services,
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including social media content. This was a one-time request
and will not be a part of the TDA’s ongoing budget.
Updated proposals included support by LOCAL IQ,

which evaluates overall digital presence and provides cus-
tomized reports across three key areas: website performance,
social media, and digital advertising effectiveness, com-
prising nearly half the overall media budget at $110,535.
Additional components included website
management/maintenance ($3,500); commercials ($6,000);
photography/video creation ($12,000); social media (main-
tenance/management - $6,000; and new TikTok/YouTube
advertising ($79,380); and local events ($5,000). Of three
options proposed, Option 2, totaling $222,415, was ap-
proved unanimously.

See MARKETING page 2
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The Macon County Fair is under-
way at the Wayne Proffitt Agricul-
tural Center on Georgia Road,
441S., open daily 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
through Saturday. Pets, livestock,
chickens, rabbits, barbecue, clas-
sic fair food, prize-winning pro-
duce, arts and crafts and much
more are part of the local county
fair tradition. A horse show on
Sunday afternoon and a harvest
sale on Monday round out the ac-
tivities. The Macon County Fair is
the only purely agricultural fair still
in operation in the state. At left,
Erik James, 5, gives his Gold
Americana chicken, Patty Griffen,
some love. 

Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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New applications included Conquer the Mountain Half
Marathon and 5K – now in its ninth year – and scheduled
for Nov. 5. The application, on behalf of the Smoky Moun-
tain pregnancy Center, requested $2,000. The TDA reviewed
and discussed the request but decided to vote on it at the Oc-
tober meeting. A funds request for $1,600, submitted by Out-
door 76 for the annual Naturalist 25/50K event scheduled
for Oct. 1, was also discussed. Cory McCall, of Outdoor 76,
representing the application, reported that “85 runners (out
of a maximum 100) are already signed up and comprise par-
ticipation from eight states thus far.” McCall also “antici-
pates all positions being accounted for by the date of the
event.” 

The TDA allotted $1,700 in 2021 and after consideration
agreed to approve this year’s request. The final application,
from Horse Tales Farm, Inc., was tabled and discussed. The
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Clarification 
In last week’s Macon County News, an article regarding

the opening of the new Angel Medical Center mentioned a
brief history of how the hospital began but did not include
the contributions of Dr. Ed Angel. The following is a clar-
ification of the hospital’s beginnings.

Angel Medical Center's mission of providing healthcare
to the community can be traced back to 1923 when Dr.
Furman Angel returned home to set up a clinic in some
rooms on the second floor of the old Cunningham Build-
ing in historic downtown Franklin, N.C.

To further the cause, he purchased the Cope Elias house
located on the present hospital grounds in 1924 and started
Angel Hospital. The Cope Elias house served as the hos-
pital until 1926 when a new hospital building was com-
pleted. Subsequently, the Cope Elias house served as a
residence for nurses until it was destroyed by fire several
years later. The growth and demand for hospital services
was so intense in 1927 that a new wing was added to the
hospital.

Dr. Edgar "Ed" Angel, Furman's younger brother, joined
the staff of the hospital in 1932 and the name was changed
to Angel Brothers Hospital. In 1940, the hospital under-
went several additions and enhancements including the
purchase of the hospital by Ed who incorporated and
changed the name to Angel Hospital, Inc. In 1956, the hos-
pital was again enlarged, making it a 56-bed hospital.

Before his death in January 1966, Ed recognized the
need for a new facility and that a community effort was
necessary to obtain government funding. He began the
process of selling the hospital to the community, an un-
dertaking that was not completed until after his death. The
Angel family donated a portion of the value of the hospi-
tal, the A.B. Slagle estate generously gave the hospital the
land now known as Mill Creek and the community raised
the remainder of the funds through donations to purchase
the hospital from the Angel family.

The Tourism Development Authority meets monthly  to review funding requests, budget concerns and marketing plans to in-
crease tourism in Macon County. Photo by Dan Finnerty

request for $2,500 supports the annual Festival and Craft
show, scheduled for Oct. 14 and 15 at the Macon County
Fairgrounds, with all proceeds going toward hay, feed, med-
ical expenses, and farrier services as well as assisting res-
cues in the area. The TDA approved provision of $2,000 for
radio and print advertising in support of the request.

The final order of business addressed revision to rules of
procedure regarding membership and TDA voting eligibil-
ity requirements. In particular, a motion was made to amend 

Article 3 (Membership) in order to permit Franklin Town
Manager and TDA member, Amie Owens, as a voting par-
ticipant. The motion to approve was passed unanimously.
Chair Grubermann then motioned to adjourn, which was
also approved unanimously, 6-0.

The next TDA meeting is Monday, Oct. 10, at 5:30 p.m.
in the Town Hall Board Room. 



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 VOLUME 40    NUMBER 19 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 3

MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT ST. • FRANKLIN, NC          (828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

Visit Beautyrest.com to see the collection.

DESIGNED FOR DREAMING AT

THE CROSSROADS OF COST,

COMFORT AND CONSCIENCE.

CHOOSE FROM 
OUR 2 LEVELS! $999 $1099

Harmony Cayman Series
Extra Firm, Medium, or Plush

Harmony Cayman Series
Medium Pillowtop or Plush Pillowtop

QUEEN 
MATTRESS

QUEEN 
MATTRESS

Beautyrest Harmony Emerald Bay Medium Pillow Top model featured above.  ©2020 Beautyrest, Inc.
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Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
Cherokee Boys Club buses pulled into the 

parking lot of the former Dan’s Auto Tuesday, 
Sept. 20, in Franklin, with around 175 people 
unloading and gathering at the site of the 
Nikwasi (Noquisiyi) Mound. The group was 
part of a field trip for the National Trail Of 
Tears Association’s 25th Annual Conference & 
Symposium, held this year in Cherokee. The 
field trip included visits to three sacred mounds 
located on the Cherokee Cultural Corridor: 
Nikwasi, Cowee, and Kituwah.  

The North Carolina Chapter of the Trail of 
Tears Association hosted the event, which took 
place Sept. 19-21 at Harrah’s Cherokee Casino 
& Resort Convention Center. The symposium 
commemorates 184 years since the Trail of 
Tears removal of Cherokee people in 1838-
1839 in which the American Indians were 
forced to relocate from Macon and surrounding 
counties, where they had lived for centuries, to 
Indian Territory in present-day Oklahoma. Al-

Co-Chair of Nikwasi Initiative Bob McCollum 
recognized VIP guests attending the event.

Carolina. Corbin and Gillespie shared 
that they have worked on N.C. bills to 
support and promote Cherokee culture, 
such as a bill that was passed to enable public 
school children to receive academic credit for 
learning the Cherokee language.  

“While we cannot change the past,” said 
Gillespie, “we can learn from it and bring un-
derstanding about it. The legacy of the Chero-
kee people, despite Trail of Tears, remains in 
this area.”  

After meeting together and receiving a col-
orful Nikwasi Initiative bandana, attendees 
walked up the street to Mainspring Conserva-
tion Trust for a boxed lunch, before heading to 
Cowee School Arts & Heritage Center. 

Although attendees visited two Macon 
County-located mounds (Nikwasi and 
Cowee), which are sacred places to Cherokee 
in that they were the base earthen works for 
burial and ceremonial architecture, many other 
lectures and activities ensued during the three-
day event. EBCI Chief Richard Sneed issued a 

though an estimated 3,000 Cherokees were re-
moved from the state, some remained in the 
mountains or returned home to eventually 
form the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI).   

Presenting VIP guests at the gathering at 
Nikwasi Mound was co-chairman of Nikwasi 
Initiative Bob McCollum, who explained that 
he grew up near the mound and knew it was 
important and treated it with respect – but he 
did not know why until he became an adult. 
Among the guests were Macon County Com-
missioner Jim Tate; N.C. Department of Nat-
ural and Cultural Resources Secretary Reid 
Wilson; Museum of the Cherokee Executive 
Director Shana Bushyhead Condill; N.C. State 
Senator Kevin Corbin; N.C. House Represen-
tative Karl Gillespie; representatives of the 
National Park Service; and Southeast Heritage 
Research Director Lamar Marshall.  

Wilson explained that the American Indian 
Commission, with 12 commissioners and two 
staff people, was recently established in North 

Nearly 200 people gathered Sept. 20 at Nikwasi Mound in Franklin as part of a Trail of Tears 
Association Conference & Symposium field trip.

welcome address in an opening ceremony. 
During the ensuing days, attendees experi-
enced cultural performances, a traditional 
Cherokee dinner and a variety of guest speak-
ers. 

The Trail of Tears Association (TOTA) is a 
non-profit organization founded to support the 
creation, development, and interpretation of 
the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail. Its 
mission is to identify, protect, and preserve 
Trail resources and to commemorate the 
forced removal of the Cherokee. The TOTA 
promotes awareness of the Trail’s legacy, in-
cluding the effects of the U.S. Government’s 
Indian Removal Policy on the Cherokee, 
Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee Creek, and 
Seminole people; and, to perpetuate the man-
agement and development techniques that are 
consistent with the National Park Service’s 
trail plan. Visit www.nationaltota.com. 

828-349-9034
4175 Tellico Road

Franklin, NC

Weekends only thru October 12t hAnniversa ry
Celebration

Saturday, October 1st 

10am

25% OFF 
EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

Live 
Music Free 

Food & 
Drinks

Door Prizes

292 NE Main St., Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 369-7227

Signage issued a welcome to the Nikwasi Mound site 
in both English and the Cherokee language.

Trail of Tears Association visits Nikwasi Mound 
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Fontana Regional Library Board of Trustees hear public comments 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
All across the nation, a topic of discussion 

in recent months has been books for children 
under 18 years of age, that allude to or bla-
tantly convey, sexuality, current cultural 
lifestyles, as well as sexually descriptive con-
tent. Once over the summer, and most re-
cently last Tuesday, public discussions on 
these subjects took place at the Macon 
County Public Library during a Fontana Re-
gional Library (FRL) Board meeting.  

At the Sept. 13 meeting, 14 people signed 
up to speak, while around 30 citizens at-
tended the meeting. Library Director Karen 
Wallace welcomed everyone and expressed, 
“We appreciate everyone being here and 
being so interested in library services.”  

Speakers were asked by Board Chairper-
son Ellen Snodgrass to keep their remarks to 
three minutes, and she added, “We [the Board] 
are here to listen and we will be taking notes. 
We will not be acting on anything … just al-
lowing for a dialogue.”  

One group of citizens wore Protect Kids 
stickers and suggested to the board that chil-
dren’s sections in the library not promote – 
through visual displays – any books with sex-
ually suggestive or explicit content and that 
such books be labeled so that children and par-
ents can discern whether or not to check out 
such books.  

Jim Gaston said, “It's important to note that 
our concerns should not be misconstrued as 
desiring to ‘restrict access,’ which seemed to 
the response from the library when represen-
tatives were asked about this controversy by 
the press.  … This controversy continues to 
center around the open display and promotion 
of books that entice vulnerable children and 
teens to pursue these … mature themes that 
may damage their psychological develop-
ment.” 

Added his wife, Leah Gaston, “I am in 

agreement with the FRL’s Circulation Policy, 
which states that ‘The parent or guardian is re-
sponsible for the reading, listening, and view-
ing of library materials by their minor 
children.’ Therefore as a parent, the sole re-
sponsibility to teach my child about matters of 
sexuality rests upon me and her father. By pro-
moting displays concerning sexuality, the li-
brary is attempting to do the thinking and 
deciding for the parent about when and how to 
introduce these sensitive topics.”   

Olga Pader, who shared that she had been a 
school psychologist for many years, disagreed 
with the Gastons, pointing out that nothing 
currently available to children in the library is 
pornographic or overtly sexual in content. She 
said,  “What we are talking about here is fear. 
… We have to be open … look at different 
points of view. Free speech is what I am sup-
porting in this library.” 

Elizabeth Albers asked the Board, “Where 
does the Fontana Regional Library draw the 
line?” She said one of her children picked up 
a picture book that introduced a sexual rela-
tionship, and she has seen others on display.  

“By doing this, you usurp my responsibility 
as a parent,” said Albers. “You’re not abiding 
by your own rule. As adults, we should be the 
protectors … We request that these books have 
a label, so that the decision-making is back in 
the hands of the parents.”  

During his three minutes in front of the 
board, Warren Burgstressor pointed out that 
concerns parents have regarding what their 
children read and have access to at a library 
should not be causing “divisiveness.” He said, 
“The library has nothing to gain by pushing 
sexual content to minors.” 

Marianne Ingram said, “Let your children 
read what is all around them. Don’t take the 
books off the shelf. Leave them there,” while 
Hannah Cruise said, “The more information 
regarding certain subjects, the better. In our 

home we believe in love in all of its forms 
should be respected. I love that this is com-
ing into the library as they grow up.” 

The last person to speak was Rebecca Tip-
ton, who shared that she is the mother of a 
9- and 3- year-old and a homeschooling par-
ent. “I am not trying to protect children from 
critical thinking or people that are different 
from them. We haven’t asked for books to be 
taken off shelves. But we need labels to be 
put on books, so parents can decide if they 
want their children to read them. There are 
many genres – horror, mystery, adult fiction 
– why not a label on these [sexual content] 
books?” 

On Monday, Sept. 19, Snodgrass ex-
plained: “No action was taken at last week’s 
meeting relating to public comment that was 
given.” She further stated that she could not 

speak to the press, as a representative for the 
board, “regarding any stance on any of these 
issues.” Thus, no outcome or future changes 
regarding the Sept. 13 public comments, has 
been revealed by the board.  

Snodgrass added, “The regional board 
meets on the second Tuesday of every other 
month beginning in January and ending in No-
vember. The meetings are at 4 p.m. and they 
are open to the public. They rotate between all 
of our six locations. However, the upcoming 
November meeting date has been changed due 
to some conflicts with the usual date being 
election day. At the end of last week’s meeting 
we decided that the November board meeting 
will move to Wednesday, Nov. 2 at 4 p.m. It 
will be at the Marianna Black Library in 
Bryson City.

Fontana Regional Library Board Chairperson Ellen Snodgrass, (third from right), facilitated a Sept. 13 
meeting at the Macon County Public Library that included public comments from more than a dozen 
citizens.

Women’s Conference 
What a Mighty God We Serve! 

Guest Speaker, Jennifer Thoppil 

October 1, 2022  •  9am to Noon  •  Lunch Provided 

First Baptist Church  •  69 Iotla Street  •  Franklin, NC

$10 Registration Fee Call the church office @ 369-9559 to register. 

Limited childcare available with advance reservation.

$1,000.00 REWARD

307-299-4604

Lost on 9/11/22 at Rainbow Springs Campground on 
Hwy. 64 West. Black Border Collie Mix, Male Dog. 
Some grey on the muzzle. Please do not chase.
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FAIR SCHEDULE 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 22
9 a.m. – Fair Opens to Public
10:30 a.m. – Special Friends Goat Show- Show arena
5 p.m. – Dairy Heifer Show
6 p.m. – Market Lamb Show followed by Lamb Costume 

and Agility Contest
7 p.m. – Rabbit Show
9 p.m. – Fair Closes 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23
9 a.m. – Fair Opens to Public
1 to 4:30 p.m. – Hog Registration for show
3 p.m. – Until? BBQ Supper, Pavilion
5 p.m. – Registration Kids Pedal Tractor Pull; 

Contest begins at 6 p.m.
6 p.m. – Market Hog Show
9 p.m. – Doors Close 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24
9 a.m. – Fair Opens to Public 
10 a.m. – Market Steer Show Followed by Beef Showmanship 

Beef Heifer Feeder Calf Show 
10-11 a.m. – Best Cake and Pie in Macon County Registration
11-12 p.m. – Best Cake and Pie Contest
12 p.m. – Cake and Pie Auction
2 p.m. – Tractor Driving Contest
6 p.m. – Market Steer Auction
7 p.m. – Market Hog Auction
9 p.m. – Doors Close 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 25
12 p.m. Macon County Horse Show 
2 to 5 p.m. - Exhibits check-out 2-5

MONDAY, SEPT. 26
7 p.m. – Harvest Sale, Building D

2022Macon County fair
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WE’VE MOVED!  
COME SEE US AT OUR 

NEW LOCATION

38 John Justice Rd., Franklin N.C. • 828-369-5003 
www.smokymountainchryslerdodgejeepram.com

SMOKY MOUNTAIN

entry. The recipe must be separate from the cake so that copies can
be made. 

3. Each entry should be placed on foil-covered heavy cardboard
(no cake plates). The cardboard should extend one inch on all sides
of the cake. Each entry should be delivered in a disposable cake box.
Do not use plastic wrap or a roasting bag. 

4. Entries will be judged on overall appearance, characteristics, fla-
vor and recipe originality.  

Best Pie Entry Rules
1. Entries must be registered between 10 and 11 a.m. at the Fair

Pavilion on Saturday, Sept. 24. Judging will begin at 11 a.m. at the
Pavilion stage. 

2. A complete written or typed recipe must be submitted with the
entry. The recipe must be separate from the pie. 

3. Whole pie must be submitted (can be 1 crust or 2); Filling can be
fruit or vegetable, nut, cream or custard filling; no tarts. Must be made
from scratch, including the crust. Store bought crusts will not be ac-
cepted. 

4. Must be made in a disposable pie plate. Deliver in a pie box.
Pies will be removed from the box and placed on the table for judging. 

5. Entries will be judged on overall appearance, characteristics, fla-
vor and recipe originality. 

Wanted: Best cakes, pies in county 

Theresa Holland with her 2021 Grand Cham-
pion Carrot Cake.

It’s time for the loved Best Cake in Macon County Contest.  And
this year, a Best Pie in Macon County Contest has bee added. Do you
have a favorite homemade cake or pie recipe that has been passed
down for generations?  Or maybe you have a scrumptious recipe that
everyone asks for at potlucks or family reunions? Consider sharing
your prized recipe for a chance to win bragging rights and a grand
champion ribbon.  

All entries, recipes, and photos become the property of the Macon
County Fair. Cakes, with original recipes, will be auctioned off at 12
noon. Cakes entered are judged on criteria such as appearance,
moistness, texture and overall flavor profile. Two sets of judges will
be evaluating the pies and cakes and the winner of the Best Pie in
Macon County will be announced along with the Best Cake in Macon
County.  After the winners are announced, the cakes and pies will be
auctioned off with all proceeds going to support the Macon County
Fair. All recipes and photos may be printed in the Macon County Fair
Cookbook, the Fair’s website and/or the Fair catalog.

Best Cake Entry Rules
1. Entries must be registered between 10 and 11 a.m. at the Fair

Pavilion on Saturday, Sept. 24. Judging will begin at 11 a.m. at the
Pavilion stage. 

2. A complete written or typed recipe must be submitted with the
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Come on down

and support 
the fair!

828-349-4097
gooderorders@gmail.com

1021 E. Main Street • Franklin, NC

Custom Screen Printed
& Embroidered Apparel

Awards & Engraving
Signs & Graphics

278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made September 10, 2022–December 5, 2022 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued
in the form of a Virtual Reward Card and emailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Subject to applicable law, a $3.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 12
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed with Virtual Reward Card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for
details and rebate form. ©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.

Take care of 
the Earth RECYCLE!
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(828) 524-8801 • Mon – Sat  6 am – 8 pm 
Dooley’s Deli - Inside N+N Express Mart 

1256 E. Main St. • Franklin, NC

Pick a winner withDooley’s Deli and N+N Express Mart

N+N 
Express 
 Mart &

N+N 
Express 
 Mart &

DOOLEYDOOLEY ’S DELIS DELIDOOLEYDOOLEY ’S DELIS DELIDOOLEYDOOLEY ’S DELIS DELIDOOLEYDOOLEY ’S DELIS DELIDOOLEYDOOLEY ’S DELIS DELI

Macon County Fai r 2022

(828)369-6767

PER YEAR  
Includes Tax

$29.00
SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY

Photos by  
Vickie Carpenter
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The Legislative Review 
Rep. Karl E. Gillespie 
 
The reconvening of long 

session begins in January 
2023.  Until that time, The 
Legislative Review will con-
tinue highlighting key aspects 
of North Carolina's budget as 
well as significant legislation 
passed during the biennium. 
This week's  legislative 
newsletter will focus on the 
topic of transportation legisla-
tion. 

 
Transportation Highlights  
in the State Budget 
•  2022 Appropriations Act provides a total of $4.8 bil-

lion in FY 2022-23 from the Highway Fund and High-
way Trust Fund for transportation operations, 
maintenance, and construction. 

• The transportation revenues are comprised of motor 
fuels tax, highway use tax, Division of Motor Vehicles 
fees, and highway short-term lease tax. These revenues 
are projected to increase in FY 2022-23 by $248.9 mil-
lion, or 5.7%, over previously budgeted levels, prima-
rily due to increases in fuel and vehicle costs. 

• As part of the Act, the General Assembly also in-
creased Department of Transportation (DOT) revenues 
by $193.1 million in FY 2022-23 by transferring 2% of 
sales tax revenues from the General Fund to the High-
way Fund. The percentage of sales tax transferred to 
DOT increases to 4% (estimated $401.2 million) in FY 
2023-24 and permanently to 6% (estimated $628.3 mil-
lion) in FY 2024-25. 

• Increased revenues are appropriated for maintenance 
and construction of roads, and modes of travel in FY 
2022-23, including the following items: 

• $109.8 million nonrecurring for right-of-way pur-
chases in cases where project delays create a hardship 
for the property owner. 

• $135 million nonrecurring to renegotiate construc-
tion contracts due to the impact of inflation.� 

• $33.1 million in additional recurring funds, for a 
total of $615.7 million, to the General Maintenance Re-
serve for road maintenance. 

• $25 million in additional recurring funds, for a total 
of $100 million, for capital projects at commercial serv-
ices airports. 

• In addition, the 2022 Appropriations Act appropri-
ates $342 million in additional federal funds received 

Rep. Karl E. Gillespie

See GILLESPIE on page 13

The Macon County News letters page is a 
public forum open to a wide variety of opin-
ions as a right guaranteed in the First Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution. Letters are 
neither accepted nor rejected based on con-
tent. Letters must be signed and contact infor-
mation provided. Views expressed are not 
necessarily reflective of the opinions of pub-
lisher, editor or staff. Writers are asked to re-
frain from personal attacks against individuals 
or businesses. 

Letters to the Editor
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Absentee ballots request 
Sept. 9 - Nov. 1  

Request forms at www.maconnc.org or 
www.ncsbe.gov or by calling (828)349-2034 or email 
Macon.boe@ncsbe.gov. 

 
Voter Registration Deadline  

Friday, Oct. 14 at 5 p.m. 
 Same day registration is possible only during 

one-stop voting. 
 

One-Stop Voting - Franklin  
Oct. 20 - Nov. 5 

Robert C. Carpenter Community Building 
Hours Mon-Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.;  

Saturdays 8:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
 

One-Stop Voting - Highlands  
Oct. 20 - Nov. 5 

Highlands Civic Center, 600 N 4th St. 
Hours Mon-Fri, 8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.;  

Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

General Election Day 
Tuesday, Nov. 8 

Voters will cast ballots at their respective precincts. 
Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Contact the Macon County Board of Elections at 
(828)349-2034 or visit www.maconnc.org/elections. 

Voter information for  
Nov. 8 General Election

The number one factor in determining real estate value  
I’m 75 now and it may not be long until I’ll be going 

home. Then again, I may see 100 or more. I have cancer 
though, so the odds of that are small.  

I’m a native of Macon County. My parents were, and also 
three or four grandparents were, I think. One of my grand-
mothers came from Bryson City. 

In my opinion, investing in real estate is Macon County is 
sorta like investing in a gold mine that had never been 
mined. That is, a mine that may produce millions of dollars 
worth of gold, with only a small investment. 

The tax value is only 20-25 percent of the value of some 
places, so don’t let the tax value fool you. Then again, like 
up in Highlands, the tax value may be three or four times 
what a place is worth. 

Really, any place is worth only what it will sell for and 
that depends on what a potential buyer is looking for. 

The new tax evaluation is coming out soon, probably Jan-
uary. If you won’t sell your place for what the county has it 
valued for, please don’t complain. If you do complain, 
please don’t complain to the tax office. Complain to the 
county commissioners. They can lower the percentage we 
pay per each $1,000 of assessed value. I was told by a lady 
in the tax office that we’re the third lowest in the state. The 
county commissioners could make Macon County the low-
est in the state. They have that much power. 

We bought our Mansion and Empire in 1977. Our tax 
value has never been much but I can tell you this, it’s been 
a blessing to live in Macon County, the best place in Amer-
ica. 

If you’re a native of Macon County please don’t let any-
one tell you that your place isn’t worth much.  

I guess I can sum my letter up with one statement: Neigh-
bors are the number one factor in determining real estate 
value. We have good neighbors in Macon County, God-fear-
ing people.  

   
Jerry R. Holden – Franklin, N.C. 
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from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act for 
highway construction, bridges, the Appalachian Devel-
opment Highway System, electric vehicle charging in-
frastructure, airports, and transit. 
  
Substantial Transportation Legislation 2021-2022 
– SB99 - Clarify Law on Theft of Catalytic Convert-

ers, makes the theft of a catalytic converter from a motor 
vehicle a Class I felony, and modifies the laws related to 
the purchase of catalytic converters.  

– SB183 - Ignition Interlock and Various Changes, 
amends certain driving privilege restrictions, and allows 
an individual who owns multiple vehicles to designate 
certain vehicles for operation with an ignition interlock 
system. 

– HB297 - DMV Deployed Armed Forces Exemp-
tions, provides for the remote conversion of a full pro-
visional license to a regular drivers license, creates an 
additional defense to driving with an expired license, 
and waives the late fee for renewing an expired license 
for deployed active-duty servicemembers. 

– SB201 - Various Motor Vehicle and Transportation 
Law Changes, makes various changes to transportation 
and motor vehicle laws, including: 

• Criminalizes as a Class I felony the unlawful pos-
session of a catalytic converter. 

• Extends the revocation effective date for permits or 
licenses that were revoked due to Driving Eligibility 
Certificate ineligibility from 10 to 30 days after mailing 
of the revocation notice. 

• Clarifies the applicability of the Move Over Law. 
• Clarifies requirements for displaying a dealer license 

plate on a motor vehicle. 
  
Did You Know? 
 
Carolinas Aviation Museum set to break ground 
The Carolinas Aviation Museum is set to break 

ground on a new $30 million facility later this 
month. The museum will be renamed to honor Captain 
Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger who landed his US Air-
ways Flight 1549 in 2009 on the Hudson River, saving 
all aboard the New York-to-Charlotte flight.  

The museum, which temporarily closed in 2019, has 
housed the “Miracle on the Hudson” plane. The NC 
General Assembly supported this project with $10 mil-
lion in state funds thanks to an appropriation from the 
general fund in the 2022-23 budget." 

 
Let us know what you think 
Do you have a suggestion? Concerned about a partic-

ular issue? Contact my office and we will assist you in 
any way we can. 
 E-mail: Andrew.Bailey@ncleg.gov 
Telephone: 919-733-5859 

GILLESPIE Continued from 
page 10

• Licensed &  
Insured

GA 706-970-9036

• Remodeling • Repair

• Commercial & 
Residential

NC 828-371-7035
DIRK SPIER

Providing Exceptional Quality, Professionalism & Value  
for Over 30 Years!
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To 
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with 
your first name and last initial; phone number to confirm pick-up time; 
number of people in your family; if there are allergies in the family; 
and any specialty items you might need, like diapers, etc. Pick up is 
at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands Road. 
 
Mountain Voices Community Chorus is beginning rehearsals for 
their Christmas concert.  Practice is every Monday evening at First 
United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Avenue, Franklin, from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Recruiting new singers.  For information, call (828)524-3644. 
 
Leave No Trace Awareness Workshop will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 22,  6 to 7 p.m. in the Macon County Public Library Meeting 
Room, 149 Siler Farm Rd. Speaker will be Sarah Adams, Appalachian 
Trail Conservancy Regional Manager of the Georgia & Nantahala re-
gion. The workshop will teach ways to minimize potential impacts on 
the environment on your next outdoor adventure.Open to all ages. 
For more information, call (828)524-3600. 
 
Franklin Covenant Church Drive through Hot Lunch, Food Pantry 
and prayer as requested will be held on Saturday, Sept. 24, starting 
at 11 a.m. The church is located at 265 Belleview Park Rd. 
 
Memorial United Methodist Church Drive-thru Community Pulled 
Pork Dinner to go will be held on Saturday, Sept. 24, 5 to 7 p.m. The 
church is located at 4668 Old Murphy Rd. 
 
Free Musical Entertainment at Frog Quarters Saturday, Sept. 24.  
Shelly Arvidaon is the featured musician from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fro 
Quarters is located at 573 E. Main St.  
 
American Red Cross Blood Drive is being held in Franklin on  Sept. 
27, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at Macon County Library, 149 Siler Farm Rd. 
 
Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved 
ones are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 
28, 2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the 
church from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the 
courtyard and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-
3119. 
 
Lester & Annie Sorrells Family Reunion will be Sunday, Oct. 2, at 
1 p.m., at the Franklin Memorial Park - formerly Jaycee Building. Bring 
a covered dish.  
 
Tuckaseigee Chapter of  Trout Unlimited Meeting with NCWRC Bi-
ologist Powell Wheeler will be held on Oct. 4, 6 to 8 p.m., at Sylva 
First United Methodist Church, 77 Jackson St. in Sylva.  Anyone in-
terested in hearing about the commission work in the district is invited 
to attend. A meal with dessert will be provided. 

First Alliance Church is holding Sunday Service on Sept. 25,, at 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School for all ages will be held at 9:30 a.m. Rev. Terry 
Wilkes will be speaking. Becky Haas will be performing special music. 
The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack, next door to Tri-
mont Christian Academy). 
 
Son Rise International Ministries Christian Fellowship Services 
are held on Friday evenings at 7 p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer and 
Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m. The 
church is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call (828)369-
2465. 
 
Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, Sept. 25, 11 a.m. Donna Corso is 
the guest speaker. On Mondays at 6 p.m. is an all levels yoga class; no 
cost to attend. On Thursdays, a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out 
to eat afterward. The center is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind 
the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or to stream services go 
to SpiritualLightCenter.com.  
 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  is an inclusive faith community 
that celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing jour-
neys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call 
(828)342-0546. 
 
Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath 
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional. 
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd. 
 
All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  Services are held Rite I, 8 
a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday. 
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and sec-
ond and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd. 
Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website: 
www.allsaintsfranklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on 
YouTube search "All Saints Franklin". 
 
Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church 
is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road. 
 
Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at the 
intersection of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road.  
 
Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 
10 a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with 
the Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome. 
 
West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Of-
fice. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Send your Community & Church Events to maconcountynews@gmail.com
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests September 5 - 19. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

September 12
James Brooks Ramsey, was charged with child support en-

forcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Jonathan Mark Zimmerman, was charged with offense

committed in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 
Kayla Nicole Woods, was charged with failure to appear

on felony probation violation. Mike Langley Sr. made the
arrest. 

September 13
Dana Marie Henry, was charged with true bill of indict-

ment for possession of methamphetamine, failure to appear
for aid and abet for driving while license revoked not im-
paired revocation. Mike Langley Sr. made the arrest. 
Sean Michael Scanlon, was charged with obtaining prop-

erty by false pretense. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the
arrest. 

September 14
Jonathan Wade Hurst, was charged with attempted break-

ing and entering. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Adam Randolph Sackman, was charged with gun on edu-

cation property, manufacture/sell/distribute/possession of a
controlled substance with in 1000 feet of school, trafficking
in opium or heroin by transportation, trafficking in opium of
heroin by possession, trafficking in methamphetamine by
transportation, trafficking in methamphetamine by posses-
sion, possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, flee/elude
arrest, maintaining a place or vehicle for a controlled sub-
stance and possession of a schedule I controlled substance.
Matthew T. Breedlove made the arrest. 
Adriana Nichole Garcilita, was charged with possession

of methamphetamine, possession of a schedule II controlled
substance fentanyl, possession of a controlled substance on
prison/jail premises, failure to appear. Matthew T. Breedlove
made the arrest. 

September 15
Fernando Lopez-Olivia, was charged with simple assault

and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. Matthew
D. Long made the arrest. 

September 16
Kevin Jacob Holland, was charged with failure to appear.

Corporal Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 

September 17
Elizabeth Claire Cook, was charged with assault with a

deadly weapon. Sergeant  Jonathan A. Taylor made the ar-
rest.
Joshua Adam Rider, was charged with assault on a female.

Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest. 

September 18
Lauren Nichole Phillips, was charged with obtaining prop-

erty by false pretenses, making false affidavit, perjury and

access government computers defraud. Corporal Clay A.
Saunders made the arrest.
Colton Ryan Burch was charged with probation violation.

Corporal Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 

September 19
Gerardo Merino Hernandez, was charged with indecent

liberties with children. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

September 8
Carl David Ferrin, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of stolen firearm, carry a concealed gun and careless
and reckless driving. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

September 9
Daniel Joseph Raby, was charged with simple assault. R.S.

Dula made the arrest. 

September 10
Jose Mendoza, was driving under the influence. E.D. Kirk-

land made the arrest. 

September 12
Joesph Daniel Toneges, was charged with misdemeanor

larceny. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

September 12
Steven Gerald Knight, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, driving
while license revoked, failure to display registration plate
and display fictitious registration plate. R.S. Dula made the
arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

September 5
Chase Adam Beil, 33, of Southpaw Way, Franklin, was

charged with assault on a female. No bond was set. 
Robert Lee Holden, 51, of Jamesford Dr., Jamestown, was

charged with interfering with emergency communication and
assault on a female. A secured bond of $250 was set. 
De Ann Leigh Voss, 51, of Spur Rd., Greensboro, was

charged with simple assault. No bond was set. 

September 6
Michael Anthony Lalka, 38, of Live Oak Dr., was charged

with attempted breaking and entering non-forcible. A se-
cured bond of $10,000. was set. 
Boris Pesikan, 33 of Fairway Oaks,  Lawrenceville, Ga.,

was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, felony
probation violation and felony possession of a schedule II
controlled substance. A secured bond of $15,000 was set. 
Rachel Jewel White Urrutia, 40, of Windbrook Lane, was

charged with resisting a public officer and second degree
trespass. A secured bond of $20,000 was set. 

September 7
Gregory Vance Millsaps, 45, of Stella Teesateskie Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with domestic violence protective
order violation. No bond was set. 
Jason Robert Mock, 39, of Holly Ridge Dr., Franklin, was

charged with fugitive extradition from other state. A secured
bond of $10,000 was set. 
Chad Everett Greene, 51, of Terrace Village, Cullowhee,

was charged with failure to appear for assault by strangula-
tion. A secured bond of $20,000 was set. 
Kimberly Marie Cates, 30, of Sylva, was charged with

possession of five-plus counterfeit instruments, possession of
drug paraphernalia, and possession of methamphetamine. A
secured bond of $25,000 was set. 

September 8
Kimberly Marie Cates, 30, of Sylva, was charged with pos-

session of drug paraphernalia, possession of a controlled sub-
stance on prison/jail premises. A secured bond of $5,000 was
set. 
Charles Thomas Miller, 51, of Cedar Fram Rd., Tuck-

asegee, was charged with resist/obstruct/delay. An unsecured
bond was set. 

September 9
Walker Lee Bowman, 43, of Big Cove Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $10,000 was
set. 
Jordan Leigh Wolfe, 27, of Meeting House Cove Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with possession of drug parapherna-
lia, possession of methamphetamine, possession of a sched-
ule II controlled  substance inside jail/prison and possession
of a schedule II controlled substance. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set.
Drew Garrett Hoyle, 23, of Begonia Lane, was charged

with possession of a schedule II controlled substance. A se-
cured bond of $5,000 was set. 
Mitesh S. Bhandari, 42, of Whiteash Dr., Asheville, was

charged with failure to appear for driving while license re-
voked, possession/displayed/altered/fictitious/revoked driv-
ers license, use foreign license while driving while license
revoked and possession of methamphetamine. A secured
bond of $6,400 was set.
Belinda Smiddy Byrd Webb, 53, of Celestial Lane, Whit-

tier, was charged with possession with intent to manufac-
ture/sell/deliver methamphetamine, maintain a dwelling/place
for a controlled substance, possession with intent to manu-
facture/sell/deliver cocaine, trafficking in cocaine, possession
with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule II con-
trolled substance and trafficking opium or heroin. A secured
bond of $365,000 was set. 
Dale Henry Hooper, 54, of Ensley St., was charged with

obtaining property by false pretense and breaking or enter-
ing. No bond was set. 

September 10
Porfirio Diaz Sanchez, 29, of Calendar Court, was charged

with communicating threats and assault on a female. A se-
cured bond of $3,000 was set. 

September 12
Shauna Jackson Teesatuski, 44, of Deep Creek Rd., Bryson

City, was charged with failure to appear for larceny. A se-
cured bond of $500 was set. 
James Adam Brooks, 39, of Mimosa Lane, was charged

with possession of drug paraphernalia, felony possession of
a schedule II controlled substance and possession of metham-
phetamine. A secured bond of $40,000 was set. 
John Dustin Hall, 46, of Leatherwood Rd., was charged

with misdemeanor larceny and felony larceny. An unsecured
bond of $20,000 was set.
Albert Joseph Dillard,  32, of Brush Arbor Lane, Cashiers,

was charged with possession of stolen goods/property. No
bond was set. 
Tiffany Nicole Hayes, 35, of Hall Town Rd., was charged

with allowing livestock to run at large and animal cruelty. No
bond was set. 

September 13
Mark Allen Winstead, 36, of Sylva, was charged with pos-

session of drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of $2,000 was
set. 
Ashley Elizabeth Schaal, 22, of Sylva, was charged with

possession of drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of $1,000
was set.
Joel E. Lane, 35, of allowing livestock to run at large and

animal cruelty. No bond was set. 
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828.369.3663828.369.3663
77 East Main St. Downtown Franklin, NC - at the top of town hill

Summer Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–9pm Friday • Saturday 11am–10pm 

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
Check out our website, Facebook & InstagramCheck out our website, Facebook & Instagram

Drinrinksks &  & AppAppetietizersrs 4-54-5PMPM
Reservations Suggested

828.369.9999Delivery

Hours
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

88 2 8 . 5 6 7 . 0 0 6 4
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

B A K EB A K E H O U S EH O U S E
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN
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Everything made from scratch!EATING OUT
YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING

Mi CasaMi Casa
7am -11am

Breakfast: 7am - 11am 
Lunch + Dinner: 11am - 9:30pm

Breakfast: 7am - 11am 
Lunch + Dinner: 11am - 10pm

SUNDAY-THURSDAY

FRIDAY+SATURDAY

788 East Main Street, Franklin NC 
Mexicanrestaurantfranklin.com

10%off
with mention  

of this Ad!

BREAKFAST!
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

BREAKFAST!
Now Serving

828-369-1580

Oil tanks beautified at Mainspring Conservation Trust headquarters 
Deena C. Bouknight 
Contributing Writer 
 
The office building for Mainspring Con-

servation Trust, located on East Main Street 
next to the Little Tennessee River, is a pres-
ence when residents and visitors enter and 
exit the town of Franklin. Formerly, the area 
was the site of petroleum distribution serv-
ices. Mainspring cleaned up the area in 
2014, but four 12,000-gallon, 14-foot tall 
tanks have remained.  

To make the area more appealing to 
passersby, as well as anyone traversing the 
Little Tennessee Greenway, Mainspring se-
cured Artist Scott Allred of Brushcan Cus-
tom Murals to artistically convey the 
organization’s goals and purpose. 

“We started working with him more than a 
year and a half ago,” said Mainspring’s 
Communications Director Molly Phillips, 
“knowing that we wanted to tell the Main-
spring story visually. Our mission is con-
serving the waters, forests, farms, and 
cultural heritage of the Little Tennessee and 
Hiwassee River Valleys, so with four tanks 
those four areas fit perfectly. Scott’s vision 
for the Mainspring murals came to life.” 

Phillips explained that Mainspring’s orig-
inal plan was to have the artist paint the mu-
rals directly onto the huge tanks, but the 
timing dictated another solution. Instead, a 
technique called Polytab was used; the mu-
rals were hand-painted off-site, on non-
woven fabric specifically designed to adhere 
to the old paint.  

“Once complete, each mural was carefully 
cut into four-foot by four-foot squares and 
stored in rolls,” said Phillips. “After a fresh 
coat of industrial-strength primer paint, Scott 
brought the squares to the site to begin the 
painstaking process of adhering each panel 

to the tank surface with a thick acrylic 
paste. The acrylic paste bonds to the tank 
surface and essentially ‘sucks’ the mural to 
the tank surface as the paste dries and 
bonds. The result is a thick surface cover-
ing that still shows every bump, seam, and 
imperfection in the original surface, just as it 
would have been if the murals were directly 
painted on the tanks as originally envi-
sioned.” 

She added further that the final result “is a 
striking mural on a unique ‘canvas,’ but with 
more durability and protection than a tradi-
tionally-painted mural would provide to 
these old, empty, fuel storage tanks that have 
graced this property since the mid-1940's.”  

Phillips expects the tank mural process to 
be completed sometime in October. Eventu-
ally, a walking path around the tanks will be 

created so that visitors can better view 
the artwork.  

The murals that have been added to the fuel tanks onsite at Mainspring Conservation Trust 
tells the story of Mainspring’s mission: Conserving the waters, forest, farms and cultural 
heritage of the Litle Tennessee and Hiwassee River Valleys.     Photos by Deena C. Bouknight

Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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308 Depot St. Franklin, NC
(828)524-2419 or (828)524-3395

$110 Facial,acial,
Mani,ani,
Pediedi

 Craft Show 

 at Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church 
 86 E. Hickory Knoll Road, Franklin N.C. 

Friday & Saturday 

September 23, 24th 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 Crafts of all kinds.  
 Good for gifts, birthdays,  
 anniversaries, etc.  
     Come and bring a friend. (22 Vendors) 828-524-891828-524-8911 • maconrentalco.com• maconrentalco.com

537 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC

In Stock Now!
While Supplies Lasts

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM Sat 8AM-12PM

0% Financing
Available

FHS volleyball and football earn wins this week 
Dan Finnerty – Contributing Writer 
 
The 2022-23 

Franklin High 
School (FHS) Lady 
Panthers find them-
selves in the midst 
of a special volley-
ball season. 
Coached by Bekah 
Brooks (Varsity) 
and Cindy Christie 
(Junior Varsity), 
the Lady Panthers 
stand at 12-3 and 
14-1 respectively. 
The Varsity girls 
are 6-2 at home and 
6-1 on the road and 
currently enjoy a 
two-game winning 
streak. The Junior 
Varsity (JV) team 
is doing even better 
with a 7-1 record at 
home and unde-
feated (7-0) on the 
road. 

“Our goal every 
year is to finish in 
the top three within 
our conference and 
make the postsea-
son tournament,” 
Coach Brooks 
points out. “We can 
help ensure that happens by winning the 10 non-con-
ference games in addition to faring well against 12 con-
ference opponents.”  

Currently, the Varsity girls are 5-2, while the JV team 
is 6-1 in conference. JV Coach Cindy Christie, in her 
7th year as coach, believes FHS has earned its success.  

“My job is preparing the JV team for the varsity level. 
I believe no school program works harder than we do to 
prepare throughout the summer, even at the middle 
school level, including weight training, conditioning, 
and practice.”  

In particular, Coach Christie pointed out sophomores 

McKenna Plemmons (#4), Emma Ledford (#17), Aubrey 
Haley (#2), Kyrah Bowles (#20), and Ryan Green 
(#24) as key contributors in different ways to 
overall team success. Christie lauded their dedi-
cation, hard work, and sometimes quiet leader-
ship as critical to team growth and maturity. 

Coach Brooks, who has led varsity volleyball 
at FHS for six years and is also a 2004 graduate, 
films every game for added insight on how well 
the teams are playing, where improvement might 
be needed, and opportunities to work on certain 
areas of group and individual skills. Both head 
coaches and their assistants track various goal ac-
complishments reached by their teams during 
games. Some of these include: No dropped balls, 
10 kills, or 5 blocks per game, and more. Brooks 
believes setting goals high results in more suc-
cess, as demonstrated by her teams not having 
finished lower than 4th in the conference during 
her tenure. This season is just past halfway com-
plete, but both squads are enjoying the fruits of 

their collective 
labors and strong 
coaching. 

 
Football update 
The varsity foot-

ball team beat the 
East Henderson Ea-
gles on Friday, 
Sept.16, 41-13. 
With running back 
(RB) Ty Handley 
still out, Senior RB 
Daniel Ensley 
racked up 204 yards 
of the 392 total 
FHS had on the 
ground and was 
named Player of the 
Game. The Panther 
offense had 496 
yards total in the 
game and domi-
nated the Eagles 
from start to finish 

to go 1-0 in conference play and 3-1 overall. The next game 
on the schedule is at Tuscola, Sept. 23.

FARMERS
TAILGATE
MARKET

8am-Noon

Every Saturday
88aamm--NNoooonn

EEvveerryy  SSaattuurrddaayy

PlePleasase come come oe out &t &
supporpport yot your loc local 
Farmrmer’er’s Mas Markrket!

200�Block�East�Palmer�St. • Franklin,�NC

5500%%  OOFFFF
S e l e c t  S u m m e r  I t e m s

24 E. MAIN ST. • FRANKLIN, NC      828.369.7300
BOUTIQBOUTIQUE • JEWELRUE • JEWELRY • AY • ACCESSORIESCCESSORIES

SSaallee  CCoonnttiinnuueess
TThhiiss  WWeeeekk!!

Franklin High School Volleyball 
teams are in the middle of what 
looks to be a winning season, with 
Varsity at 14-1 overall, 12-3 in the 
Mountain Six Conference, and Jun-
ior Varsity at 7-1.

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
Faithfully giving toFaithfully giving to

foster familiesfoster families

4462 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • (828) 371-0992
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

Judith Louise Perry-Wheeler
On Friday, Sept. 16, 2022, Ju-

dith L. (Outcalt) Perry-Wheeler,
75, a beloved wife, mother, sister,
and friend passed away. She was
born to Ralph and Lillian Outcalt
of Whitingham, Vt. She was one
of four children growing up in the
green mountains of Vermont. She
graduated Salutatorian from
Whitingham High School in
1965. She received several de-
grees through the University of
South Florida with the proudest
moment being the honor of a
Doctorate in Sociology in 2001.
It was through the USF Sociology
Department, that she met Raymond Wheeler over email corre-
spondence. When he returned from overseas, Ray took her out to
dinner as promised in one of their last emails. They were married
on Oct. 21,1994, and he has been the love of her life for almost 28
years.
She worked as a Senior Statistician at USF before retiring in

2001 and relocating with Ray to the mountains of North Carolina.
She and Ray quickly became part of Franklin's community. She
enjoyed traveling, hiking, reading, and a local writing and book
club. In her recent years, when physical limitations kept her from
traveling or hiking, she loved to sit on the porch enjoying the
mountain views and watching a variety of birds. She loved play-
ing Scrabble and beat her challengers even in very recent days.
She published the book "The Art of the Bedpan" in 2017, re-
counting the struggles of living with Motor Ataxia and being cared
for by others. Although she had some challenging times, she was
so much stronger than she ever realized or gave herself credit for.
Above all her accomplishments, she was most proud of her

children and grandchildren. She took such joy from messages,
pictures and videos of them and hearing about their lives.
She is survived by her husband, Raymond Wheeler of Franklin,

N.C.; her children, Alex Perry and Heather (Perry) Greist; her
stepchildren, Art Wheeler and Sarah Caverhill; five beautiful
grandchildren, Kristie Caverhill, Nathan Greist, David Greist,
Jonathan Greist and Benjamin Greist; two brothers, Arthur Out-
calt and Floyd Outcalt; and her sister, Jane (Outcalt) Lester. She
is loved and remembered by many cousins, nieces, nephews, fam-
ily, and friends.
It was Judy's wishes to not have a funeral but to celebrate her

life when family gathers.
Her last wishes were for friends and family to: "Remember the

spirit of love in me honors the spirit of love in you. Remember me
with laughter and love. Know, because of you all, I have had a
wonderful life."  – Judy
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Judith Perry-Wheeler

Gary Lee Hopkins Sr.
Gary Lee Hopkins Sr., 65, of

Fletcher, N.C., passed away on
Sept. 19, 2022, after a courageous
battle with cancer. 
He was born on Dec. 4, 1957, to

the late Howard Richard Hopkins
Sr., and Margorie Ella Collins
Hopkins.  He was an excellent me-
chanic, rock mason and heavy
equipment operator.  He was loved
by lots of friends both in Franklin
and in Fletcher.  He will be greatly
missed by so many. 
He was preceded in death by

his brothers, Howard Richard
Hopkins Jr., Charles William,
Jerry Ray, and Harold Dean Hopkins; sisters, Mary Alice Hopkins,
Betty Sue Hopkins, and Patsy Ann Hopkins Holbrooks. 
He is survived by two brothers, Randy and Billy Hopkins of

Franklin; three sisters, Elaine Wilkie (Alan) of Fletcher, Edith Sul-
livan (Gary) of Fletcher, and Barbara Weaver of Franklin; three
children, Gary Lee Hopkins Jr. Tusing of Florida, Cassandra Elaine
Hopkins Tusing of Florida, and Bridgett LeeAnn Hopkins Phillips
of South Carolina; one uncle, Byrd Monroe Collins Jr. of Franklin;
16 grandchildren and 11 great-grands and 48 nieces, nephews,
great nieces, and nephews. 
Many thanks to Dr. Whittney Garin of Fletcher, Four Seasons

Hospice, and all the nurses, OR and volunteer staff.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the American Can-

cer Society, 154 Milestone Way, Greenville, SC 29615.
Funeral service will be held Thursday, Sept 22, at 1 p.m., in the

chapel of Macon Funeral Home. The family will receive friends
from 12 to 1 p.m., one hour prior to the service.  Revs. Andy Cloer
and Mark Bishop will officiate. Burial will be at Windy Gap Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.   
Pallbearers will be Michael Hopkins, Gavin Hopkins, James

Hopkins, Reece Cloer, Blake Cloer, and Jason Cloer. 
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. 

Gary Lee Hopkins Sr.

Helen Brown Dishner
Helen Brown Dishner, of

Clarkesville, Ga., formerly of
Franklin, N.C., passed away at
her residence on Sept. 18, 2022. 
She was born in Scaly Moun-

tain, N.C., to the late Olin and
Edna Brown Dryman.  She was a
caregiver and always enjoyed tak-
ing care of others and she re-
ceived that same loving care from
her caregiver, Brenda, and the
Amedisys hospice nurses. 
She was preceded in death by

her parents; her husband, George
Ray Dishner; her sons, Kenneth
Ray and Phillip Lee Dishner;
brothers, Cecil and Wayne Dryman; and sisters, Mae Tucker and
Mary Roper. 
She is survived by her daughter, Renee Smagur (Richard); seven

grandchildren, Amanda Scheese (Matthew), Richard “Trey”
Smagur III, Jacob Smagur (Calesa Forbes), Sarah Bianchi (Chris),
Zachary Smagur, Maggie Smagur, and Brook Broughton (Dillon);
and seven great grandchildren.
A celebration of life will be held Oct. 4, at 2 p.m., in the chapel

of Macon Funeral Home.  Visitation will be 1 to 2 p.m. one hour
prior to the service.  Immediately after the service a social gather-
ing of friends will be held at Macon Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Judes Chil-

dren’s Hospital in memory of Helen Dishner. Helen loved children
and always wanted to help them. 
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. 

Helen Brown Dishner

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd. 
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC •  (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

SUBSCRIBE
FOR ONLY

Per Year • Includes Tax

$29.00

26 W. Main St.
Franklin, NC

(828) 369-6767
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Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment View obituaries 
online at

themaconcountynews.com

Grover Steven Fox
Grover Steven Fox (Steve), 69,

passed away suddenly at his resi-
dence on Sept. 12, 2022.  

He was born Feb 13, 1953, in
Memphis, Tenn., to William
Grover Fox and Rosanna Mary
Stevens. He was preceded in
death by his father and a sister,
Mary Allyne (Marilee) Lee.  He
attended UT at Martin, completed
a term in the USAF, and settled in
Tampa, Fla.  He graduated from
Hillsborough Community College
and continued his engineering
studies at the University of South
Florida. He worked for the City of
Tampa, learning traffic science from the ground up in the era be-
fore computers. While working for the FDOT, District 7, he men-
tored staff at FDOT, and advised local agencies and engineering
consultants in the Tampa area, many of whom remained lifelong
friends.  He retired following a devastating vehicular accident in
2001, which left him in constant, severe pain.

He loved learning, always wanting to know the why of how
things worked.  He was incredibly creative and saw things differ-
ently from others.  He became a pilot and a skilled photographer,
built and flew radio-controlled airplanes, and bred birds.  He was
highly skilled at crafting wood and metal, electrical wiring, com-
puter hardware and electronics.  He loved all types of music. He
converted a right-handed banjo to a left-handed instrument, taught
himself how to play, and crafted and played Native American
flutes.  After becoming a seasonal resident of Franklin in 2009, he
joined the Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin and learned gem-
stone faceting.  His most recent interest upon becoming a full-time
resident of the mountains was astrophotography.  He was fasci-
nated by nature and all God’s creatures and instilled this love in
his daughter, who became a veterinarian. 

He is survived by his wife, Sharon Brink; daughter, Stacey Fox-
Alvarez (Alex Fox-Alvarez) of Gainesville, Fla.; mother, Rosanna
Fox Brogan; three sisters, Bernadette Snyder of Preston, Minn.,
Rebecca Fox of Memphis, Tenn., and Theresa Degan of Pendle-
ton, Ore.

A funeral mass will be held Saturday, Sept. 24 at 11 a.m. at Our
Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church in Highlands, N.C.  

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Friends of the
Smokies, P.O. Box 3179, Asheville, NC 28802.   

Online condolences can be made at
www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Grover Steven Fox

Jessie Lea Downs Cabe
Jessie Lea Downs Cabe, 95,

passed away on Sept. 11, 2022.
Born June 28, 1927, in the Rose
Creek Community in Macon
County. She was the daughter of
the late Charlie and Rosa Houston
Downs.

She graduated from Franklin
High School in 1945 and attended
Berea College, where she gradu-
ated in 1949 with a degree in
Home Economics. She married
Leon Cabe, a childhood neighbor
in 1950. They returned to the Rose
Creek Community soon afterwards
and lived the remainder of their
lives there. Leon passed away in 2010.

She worked in the N.C. Cooperative Extension Service in Macon
County, retiring in 1985 after 30 years of service. In her work she
was dedicated to serving Macon County helping to organize pro-
grams including, 4-H clubs, Extension Homemakers groups, the
Macon County Fair and Maco Crafts among others. For her efforts
she was named as a Macon Matriarch by the Women’s History Trail
in March 2022 in recognition of her many contributions to the com-
munity. She was a long-time member of Snow Hill United
Methodist Church, serving as a Sunday school teacher, UMW pres-
ident and working tirelessly to support the church.

In addition to her parents and husband, she was preceded in death
by three brothers, Floyd, Troy and Leroy Downs.

She is survived by daughters, Peggy Kuppers and husband Bob
of Franklin; Susan McCaskill and husband Kenneth of Franklin,
and Jan Inman and husband Brian of Maryville, Tenn.; six grand-
children, Amanda Kuppers, Lauren Hickman and husband Josh, Su-
sannah Kuppers, Brett McCaskill and wife Morgan, Harrison Inman
and Victoria Inman; and three great-grandchildren, Alora and Char-
lie Hickman,  and Sadie Catherine McCaskill.

A private graveside service will be held for the family. 
A memorial service for family and friends will be held Saturday

Oct. 1, at 2 p.m., at Snow Hill United Methodist Church. Visitation
will be one hour prior to the service. 

In lieu of flowers contributions may be made to the Snow Hill
UMC Cemetery Fund c/o Kenneth McCaskill, 2031 Rose Creek
Road, Franklin, NC 28734

Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Cabe
family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryantgrantfuner-
alhome.com.

Jessie Lea Downs Cabe

Mildred Ann Carver
Mildred Ann Carver, 85, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away at
her residence on Sept. 14, 2022.
As Mildred would say, “her trans-
fer papers are completed,” she is
walking on streets of gold. 

She was the daughter of the late
John Roscoe and Hattie Jones
McMahan. She dedicated her life
to caring for others.  She loved to
read and study her Bible and was
a founding member of Victory
Baptist Church. 

She was preceded in death by
her parents; husband, Frank A
Carver; two brothers, John
McMahan Jr and Corsey McMahan,; two sisters, Ruby Bradley
and Lucy McMahan.  

She is survived by two brothers: Grover McMahan (Evelyn)
and Bobby McMahan (Ethel), and a sister-in-law Magdalene
McMahan, all of Jackson County; and lots of nieces, nephews,
great nieces, and great nephews.  

Funeral service was held on Sunday, Sept. 18, at the old Vic-
tory Baptist Church with Rev. Eddie Ledford, Rev. Robert Jones,
and Rev. Rusty Wolfrey officiating. Burial was in the Victory Bap-
tist Church Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to WGCR, 3232 Old
Hendersonville Hwy, Pisgah Forest, NC 28768.  WGCR.net 

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home was in charge of the arrangements.

Mildred Ann Carver

Wendell Dean Smith
Wendell Dean Smith, 72,

passed from this life into Glory on
Sept. 15, 2022. He was born on
March 3, 1950, in Gary, Ind., to
Joseph R. and Julia Barbara Chis-
mudy Smith,

He was a man of strong faith
who loved Jesus with all of his
heart. He was highly intelligent
and so confident in his beliefs that
he was sometimes called stub-
born. He loved reading the Bible
and, at the time of his passing,
owned 45 different Bibles and
Biblical references.

He enjoyed both classical and
Christmas music. He especially enjoyed spending time in his
stereo room listening to the Italian tenor, Andrea Bocelli, who was
his favorite performer. Anything concerning Christmas appealed to
him and he must have watched “The Christmas Story” at least two
million times. He loved camping in the National Parks and get-
ting close to nature with walks through the forest. Some of his fa-
vorite times were those he spent sitting around the campfire with
his wife and Cairn Terrier, Scooter Rooter, chatting with camping
neighbors. He enjoyed woodworking and just getting back to the
basics of life.

Catherine Dean Robbins Smith, Wendell's wife and the love of
his life, along with his fellow clergyman and dear friend, Rev. Ben-
jamin Miller, are left with many wonderful memories of a life well
lived. He was preceded in death by his parents.

No public services are planned.
"In the sight of the Lord, the death of his faithful ones is val-

ued." – Psalm 116
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Wendell Dean Smith

Michael Alan Perkins
Michael Alan Perkins, 68, passed away Sept. 16, 2022.
No public services are planned.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service 
  
BRISTOL, Tenn. – With Chase Elliott pursuing him relent-

lessly for the final 50 laps, Chris Buescher held on to win Sat-
urday's Bass Pro Shops Night Race at Bristol Motors 
Speedway, becoming the 19th different NASCAR Cup Series 
winner this season. 

After the event that set the field for the Round of 12 in the 
series Playoffs—and eliminated superstars Kyle Busch and 
Kevin Harvick from the postseason—a dozen drivers were 
breathing sighs of relief and hoping fervently for a return to 
stock car sanity in the next round. 

A two-tire pit stop under caution on Lap 438 of 500 put Red-
dick in the lead for a restart on Lap 444. The driver of the No. 
17 Roush Fenway Keselowski Racing Ford led the final 61 
laps and a race-high 169 overall to give the RFK organization 
its first victory since Ricky Stenhouse Jr. took the checkered 
flag at Daytona on July 1, 2017 at Daytona. 

The victory was the first for RFK Racing since Brad Ke-
selowski joined the organization as an owner/driver after the 
2021 season. 

Buescher was the third straight non-Playoff driver to win a 
race in the Round of 16, an unprecedented occurrence. 

“It’s so special here,” said Buescher, whose only other Cup 
win came in a rain-shortened race at Pocono in 2016. “I love 
this racetrack. I love the fans. I love every time we come here. 
It’s so special. It’s pretty awesome.”  

Buescher said he wasn’t worried about starting the final run 
on two fresh tires, even though everyone chasing had four. 
 “I wasn’t a bit,” he asserted. “It was up to me at that point. 

I made it work, and we had a really fast (car). We knew we 
had a really fast race car in practice and didn’t quite get the job 
done in qualifying (20th)—but what a race car. I don’t know 
what all to say right now. I’m out of breath. This place will 
wear you flat-out, and I love that about it. It’s just a special 
night.”   

Elliott was .458 seconds behind Buescher at the finish. 
William Byron came home third, followed by Christopher 
Bell, who posted his third straight top-five finish in the Round 
of 16. Kyle Larson was fifth and Ross Chastain sixth, as all 
five drivers immediately behind Buescher in the finishing 
order advanced to the Round of 12. 

Denny Hamlin, Chase Briscoe, Daniel Suarez, Joey Logano, 
Ryan Blaney and Alex Bowman also clinched spots in the next 
round, though all had serious issues during the race. 

Elliott got closer to Buescher on the final two laps but ran out 
of time. 

“I felt like we were gaining, but it was… I wasn't close 
enough to do anything with him,” Elliott said. “But I appreci-
ate the effort.Was able to battle back from a bad qualifying ef-
fort (23rd) to get a top two, so proud of that. 

“Glad to be moving on (in the Playoff) and looking forward 
to some more opportunities here these coming weeks.” 

Needing a victory to advance to the next round, Harvick ran 

Buescher wins at Bristol;  
Playoff field trimmed to 12

Chris Buescher, driver of the #17 Fastenal Ford, is pre-
sented the Bristol Motor Speedway trophy by Johnny 
Morris, founder and CEO of Bass Pro Shops in victory 
lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Bass Pro 
Shops Night Race at Bristol Motor Speedway on Sept. 
17, 2022, in Bristol, Tenn.  

     Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

Busch’s ouster was a touch-and-go affair. Both he 
and Tyler Reddick fell two points short after Austin 
Cindric, who finished seven laps down in 20th place 
but gained enough positions by passing back markers to 
advance. 
 Busch had accumulated 14 points in the first two 

stages and was running above the cut line when his en-
gine blew on Lap 270—Busch’s second such failure in 
the three Playoff races.  

 “It just goes with our year,” Busch said. “I don’t even know 
what to say. I’m flabbergasted. I just feel so bad for my guys. 
They don’t deserve to be in this spot. They work too hard. We 
are too good of a group to be this low—down on the bottom, 
fighting for our lives just to make it through. Two engine fail-
ures in three weeks, that will do it to you.”  
 Reddick and Richard Childress Racing teammate Austin 

Dillon both failed to make the Round of 12 after both drivers’ 
Chevrolets were damaged in a 12-car pileup on the backstretch 
on Lap 277. Reddick finished 25th and Dillon 31st. 
 Keselowski led 109 laps and appeared to have race-winning 

chances until his right-front tire went flat on Lap 414 while he 

consistently in the top five after staying out at the end of Stage 
1 to gain track position. But Harvick’s chances evaporated in 
the pits on Lap 438 when his crew failed to secure the left-rear 
on his No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford. 

As the tire rolled away, Harvick had to back up into his pit 
stall. The lost time left him 10th for the final restart on Lap 
444. That’s where he finished, exiting the Playoffs in 16th 
place. 

“It was pretty tough,” Harvick said. “We pitted in front of 
the 17 (Buescher), so just kind of the way the year has gone. 
Just went from having a chance to lead the parade to being a 
part of the parade. Just difficult to pass.” 

(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 VOLUME 40    NUMBER 19 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 21

was leading. 
 “We had two cars that were really good today and one that 

was unlucky and one that executed, and everything came the 
right way for them,” Keselowski said. 

 
Noah Gragson claims third straight Xfinity victory in  
Bristol shootout 
BRISTOL, Tenn.— Make it three in a row for Noah Grag-

son, who has built enormous momentum as the NASCAR 
Xfinity Series moves into its seven-race Playoff. 

On 90-lap older tires, Gragson held off Brandon Jones, the 
driver who will take his seat in the No. 9 JR Motorsports 
Chevrolet next year, in a 20-lap green-flag run to the finish 
of Friday night’s Food City 300 at Bristol Motor Speedway. 

The victory was Gragson’s third straight in the series, his 
sixth of the season and the 11th of his career. 

The race also settled the series Playoff picture. Despite 
power-steering issues, Daniel Hemric clinched one of the two 
available spots in the 12-driver Playoff field with a 20th-
place finish. Ryan Sieg claimed the final berth, finishing 
10th—his first top-10 run in 16 Bristol starts—after brake is-
sues sent Landon Cassill to the garage for 112 laps and rele-

828-524-8080
121 Phillips Street 

Franklin, NC
6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734

Black Bear Paving & Construction, Inc.
(828) 349-3390(828) 349-3390

PAVING: Residential & Commercial 
GradingGrading & &  RoadRoad RepRepairair • ExExcacavatingting    

 LandLand ClearingClearing • Waterter & Sewer& Sewer

Now Hiring 
Office Assistant

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro 
Shops/TrueTimber/BRCC Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane 
after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series Food City 300 at Bris-
tol Motor Speedway on Sept. 16, 2022, in Bristol, Tenn.             
Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

Ty Majeski, driver of the #66 
Road Ranger Toyota, cele-
brates after winning the 
NASCAR Camping World Truck 
Series UNOH 200 at Bristol 
Motor Speedway on Sept. 15, 
2022 in Bristol, Tenn. 
Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

gated him to 35th. 
AJ Allmendinger clinched his second straight Regular Sea-

son Championship with a sixth-place result. 
When J.J. Yeley slammed the inside wall after slight con-

tact from race leader Justin Allgaier, on Lap 271, Gragson 
and crew chief Luke Lambert opted to stay on the track while 
all the other lead-lap cars pitted for fresh tires.  

After the restart on Lap 281, Gragson pulled out to a one-
second lead before Jones began to close the gap on new rub-
ber. Jones got to Gragson’s bumper but couldn’t find a way 
past the No. 9 Chevrolet. Gragson crossed the finish line .145 
seconds ahead of Jones’ No. 19 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota. 

“That last caution came out, and I knew if I could ring the 
top, it was going to be hard for them to get there,” said Grag-
son, who will graduate to a full-time NASCAR Cup Series 
ride with Petty GMS in 2023. “I appreciate Brandon Jones 
racing us clean. He gave us the bumper with two (laps) to go, 
and I was hanging on, scrubbing the fence. 

“We won here in Bristol in 2020 and there were no fans 
here … What a great opportunity to race here in front of fans 
and have the opportunity to win the race. Our car was fast all 
day. We got to the top and we were rolling. I had a blast.” 

A rueful Jones provided a post-mortem of the event on pit 
road. 

“This one hurt the most because this was our race to lose, 
I thought,” Jones said. “Fresher tires certainly paid off there 
at the end. I just caught him (Gragson) at the wrong time 
every time.” 

Gragson’s stiffest competition—his JR Motorsports team-
mate Justin Allgaier—wasn’t at the front of the field for the 
ending. Allgaier led the procession of lead-lap cars to pit road 
when Gragson stayed out, but a speeding penalty sent him to 
the rear of the field for the final restart. 

Allgaier led a race-high 148 laps on Friday, to 89 for Ty 
Gibbs, 34 for Sheldon Creed and 25 for Gragson. 

Gragson also was instrumental in changing the complex-
ion of the race in the middle of Stage 2. Pole winner Gibbs 
had won the first stage wire-to-wire, but on Lap 129, while 
Gibbs and Creed were battling for the lead, contact from 
Gragson’s Chevrolet sent Gibbs’ Toyota into Creed’s Ca-
maro. 

Both Gibbs and Creed crashed hard into the outside wall 
and were eliminated from the race. 

Austin Hill finished third, followed by Sam Mayer and 
Riley Herbst. Allmendinger, Josh Berry, Stefan Parsons, All-
gaier and Sieg completed the top 10. 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 13

72. Ancient eternal life symbol 
73. H in British HMS 
74. Socially inept 
 
DOWN 
1. *Promenading route 
2. Atlas stat 
3. Small and weak 
4. Cut short 
5. Cowboy's catcher 
6. Additional 
7. Opposite of paleo 
8. "Xanadu" music genre 
9. Village, mostly in South 
Africa 

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD 
 
THEME: OUTDOOR FUN 
 
ACROSS 
1. Relating to Vatican's 
Francis 
6. Denouement 
9. HVAC tunnel 
13. Lesser Antilles destina-
tion 
14. Big Island necklace 
15. Truth without proof 
16. Luciano Pavarotti, e.g. 
17. Distressing acronym 
18. Acrylic fiber 
19. *Outing in a wagon 
21. *Overnighting outdoors 
23. "____ Te Ching" 
24. RC or Jolt 
25. Tax pro 
28. Lowest brass instrument 
30. *Alfresco meal 
35. Kaa's warning 
37. This and that 
39. Extended family mem-
ber 
40. "The Sun is ____ a Star" 
41. Namely (2 words) 
43. "The Parent Trap" child 
44. Renter's paper 
46. H. H. Munro's pseudo-
nym 
47. Snaky swimmers 
48. Geisha's garb 
50. Kids' construction block 
52. Caustic chemical 
53. Display displeasure 
55. Blunder 
57. *S'more cooker 
61. *U-Pick destination 
65. Yahoo! message 
66. Hyperactivity acronym 
68. Relating to hilum 
69. To the point 
70. Make a pigeon sound 
71. Silly 

10. Tangerine plus grapefruit 
11. Colloquial "Follow me!" 
12. NASA's orange drink 
15. Master's area 
20. Meryl Streep/Philip Sey-
mour Hoffman 2008 movie 
22. *Climbing peak 
24. Fashion week stage 
25. *Sidewalk artist's medium 
26. Mushroom caps 
27. Indian black tea 
29. Unwelcome reception, pl. 
31. Give a quote 
32. Handrail post 
33. In an unfriendly manner 

34. Incense without prefix 
36. Comme ci, comme Áa 
38. *Nature walk 
42. Detroit mascot 
45. Store as fodder 
49. Not their 
51. Lady Slipper, e.g. 
54. "Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous" host 
56. Horny odd-toed ungulate, 
for short 
57. Between Phi and Kappa 
58. Bad luck predictor 
59. Police informer 
60. *Angling reward 
61. O in b.o. 
62. Having wings 
63. Military status 
64. Squirrel's nest 
67. Rudolph's Clarice, e.g.

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 13

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SUBSCRIBE 
   FOR ONLY

PER YEAR Includes Tax

$29.00

26 W. Main St. •Franklin, NC
(828)369-6767

Take care of 
the Earth
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You’ve got the truck,
Now get the accessories!

99995577 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd.. •• OOttttoo,, NNCC
828-349-4500

IInn OOttttoo 
ssiinnccee 11999988

Lift Kits
Oversized 

Wheels & Tires 
Off Road 
Bumpers 
5th Wheel 
Hitches 

Towing Packages 
Vehicle Lighting 
Truck Cap & 

Tonneau Covers 
Nerf Bars 

Window Tint 
Tool Boxes 
Winches

828-788-0627
H   rd  ood•L      in   te 

       terproof vinyl pl   nK

AHS FlooriNg

Google rating

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773 
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

80o/56o 

5%
86o/51o 

10%
83o/58o 

15%
77o/47o 

50%
79o/50o 

5%

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

HIMALAYAN 
KITTENS  

BORN on August 8.  
Shaded White &  

Tortoise, 
$50.  
CALL 

(828)524-0261.

CNA TRAINED CAREGIVER
In Home Aid, Run Errands, Dr.
Appointments, Grocery
Store/Pharmacy. References.
Over 15 Years Experience.
(828)342-3750.
GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No Job
Too Small, Free Estimates. Call
Rick Hall (828)371-3566.
HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.
MELTON’S ROOFING Gutter
Cleaning and Chimney Sweep-
ing. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your
Roof and Gutter Needs.
FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior Pressure Washing, our
goal is to keep your property
happy and healthy! For any
questions call (828)200-5298
We’re happy to help.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing,
Hardscapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, Design,
Grounds Maintenance and
Much More! Licensed & In-
sured, Free Estimates
(828)524- 6959.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING In-
terior/Exterior, Pressure Wash-
ing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting, Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind. 40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.
MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also Painting, New Construc-
tion, Repairs, 30 Years Experi-
ence, (828)200- 4478.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional service. Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully in-
sured. 20+ years experience.
(845)807-1326.

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.
GREENTHUMB LAWN SER-
VICES Do you need Fall
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping, Handyman Serv-
ices. 18 Years Experience. Call
(828)421- 8847.
PIANO INSTRUCTION Bill
Grimmett, bill@grmt.net.
(404)641-1801. Master of Music
Degree in Piano Pedagogy,
Member Music Teachers Na-
tional Association.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chipper.
Install Septic Systems, Retain-
ing Walls, Rock Work, Boulders,
Patio, Perez. (828)524-8650,
(828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free Es-
timates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.
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HOME CARE PARTNERS
Want a flexible work schedule
with benefits? Mon–Fri. No
nights or weekends. Full and
Part-time positions. Help some-
one remain independent in their
home rather than be institution-
alized. A lot of people need a lit-
tle help and you could be that
someone who cares. Up to
$12.50 per hour. Call Home
Care Partners (828)586-1570
or (828)507-6065. Applications
available at 525 Mineral
Springs Drive, Sylva.
CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
IS looking to hire a full-time in-
dividual to assist in the paint
department. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections
and sundry items, stocking
shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds.
This individ- ual must be de-
pendable, self-motivated, have
great customer service skills
and be willing to learn. We will
offer on-the-job training, so ex-
perience is not necessary. For
more information, call Derek
Taylor @ (828)200- 9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center
to fill out an application.
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RELIABLE HOUSEKEEPERS
Available for cleaning services
in Highlands/Franklin area.
Quality work. Excellent refer-
ences. Year-round. (828)524-
3867.

BUYING WILD GINSENG
Every Day 1pm-9pm, Best Price
Paid. Large Amounts Welcome.
Call Ricky Teem (828)371-1802
or (828)524- 7748.
B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE’S Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, G.I. 5 gallon
Gas/Water Cans! We Buy, Trade
all Types Clothes, Field Gear.
Open Monday- Friday 9-6, Sat-
urday 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge
Rd. Franklin, (828)349-3140.
bandmmilitarysurplus.com,
bandmsurplus@gmail.com
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FURNITURE, FABRIC (sewing
Quilting and Upholstery) Deco-
rator items, tools, lots of stuff,
685 Peeks Creek Road Satur-
day, Sept. 24, 8-1pm.
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POM-CHI PUPPIES Two cute
little girls, one adorable boy.
Very sweet natured and playful.
10 weeks old, Vaccinations cur-
rent. $200 each. (828)200-5101
DOG WALKERS Needed at
Macon County Animal Services.
18 years and older. Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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2BD/1BA MOBILE HOME Pri-
vate, 3 miles east of town.
Large Covered Porch.
$550/monthly. (828)347- 6555.
RV/TINY HOME LOT Short dis-
tance to town. $325/month. In-
cludes water, sewer, and trash.
Drive by at 24 and 30 Debra Dr.
then call or Text your email ad-
dress for details. (828)346-
1200.
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3-25 ACRES 15 minutes south
of Highlands bordering pro-
tected Chattooga River head-
waters. Amazing views,
springs, good road. $20k/acre
and up. Owned by one family
for 180 years. First time avail-
able as small tracts. (828)974-
1137.
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APPALACHIAN ANIMAL
RESCUE Thrift Store, Open
Tuesday thru Saturday, 9am-
4pm, 1521 Old Murphy Rd.,
(828)369-3046.
HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800.
Hours for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.
REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tues-
day-Friday, 10am-6pm, Satur-
day 10am-4pm, Benefits
Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon
County. Information call
(828)369-2040.

TheMaconCountyNews.com

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

Call Peter (828)524-1010

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

CARS

SUVS TRUCKS
MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536 
2022 Edge Sport 101 
2021 Kia Optima EX 20,010 
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263 
2020 Toyota Corolla SE 20,740 
2019 Dodge Challenger SXT 16,993 
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT 55,584 
2019 Nissan Sentra 66,190 
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009 
2019 Toyota Corolla LE 11,095 
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 53,520 
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692 
2018 Focus SE 44,403 
2018 Traverse LT AWD 95,105 
2017 Dodge Journey 110,982 
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261 
2015 Mustang GT 45,724 
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152 
2013 VW Beetle Convertible 67,099

2022 Honda Pilot Trailsport 4,512 
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe 33,592 
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 
2021 GMC Yukon XL 53,356 
2021 Grand Cherokee L 13,279 
2020 Buick Encore 34,808 
2020 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 58,652 
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261 
2020 Grand Cherokee Trailhawk 26,226 
2020 Kia Telluride 71,254 

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2019 Chevrolet Blazer RS 45,231 
2019 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 34,109 
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162 
2019 Chevrolet Trax AWD 16,288 
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316 
2019 Honda Pilot EX 40,801 
2019 Jeep Cherokee 4x4 65,409 
2019 Kia Sedona EX 40,858 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386 
2018 Forerunner TRD Sport 65,055 
2018 Kia Soul 58,573 
2018 Nissan Murano 53,903 
2017 Rogue SV 58,866 
2016 Lexus RX 350 72,919 
2016 Sorrento LX 112,933 
2016 Toyota Sequoia 96,869 
2015 Chevrolet Traverse AWD 121,286 
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030 
2015 Suburban LT 92,352 
2014 Jeep Wrangler 59,335 
2007 Jeep Wrangler 65,541

2022 2500 High Country 10,050 
2022 Chevrolet 2500 LTZ 4,635 
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651 
2022 Ram 2500 5,273 
2021 2500 LT 4x4 16,442 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 RST 34,026 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 High Country 17,551 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado 8,980 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 

2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432 
2021 Colorado Z-71 12,912 
2021 F-150 Crew 4x4 32,251 
2021 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251 
2021 Jeep Gladiator 2,054 
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647 
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746 
2020 Chevrolet 2500 Diesel 8,241 
2020 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 52,944 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 Colorado Ext Cab ZR2 26,842 
2020 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359 
2019 Colorado WT 4x4 6,261 
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811 
2019 Ram 3500 Flatbed 58,192 
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577 
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542 
2018 Colorado ZR2 36,012 
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668 
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059 
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657 
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LT 126,328 
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 118,872 
2016 GMC Sierra SLT 61,530 
2015 Ram 3500 Laramie                         184,881   
2014 Ram 1500 Sport Crew 4x4 107,828 

   COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET  
          REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE
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