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Who Wants to be a Star? Talent Competition was held at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing Arts Saturday, July 30. More
than 20 acts were selected for the competition in which $1,500 in prize money was at stake. Scoring was based upon 50 percent
audience votes and 50 percent guest judges votes. All proceeds went towards Christian Training Center International’s ministry.
First place winners Danny Antoine’s Martial Arts Academy won $1,000; Jenna Howell, 12, won the $350 second place prize; and
Daniel Riddle won the $150 third place prize. Pictured (L-R) are Nikki Corbin; Howell; Riddle and the martial arts academy. For

more photos of Who Wants to be a Star?, see page 12.

Photo by Betsey Gooder

Town recognizes employee accomplishments

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Franklin Town Hall’s council meeting room on Aug. 1
strained to contain the number of family members attending
in support of several employees recognized for achieve-
ments, promotions, and more.

The meeting opened with six police officers receiving
badges by Chief of Police Bill Harrell — and pinned on by a
family member — for various accomplishments and recogni-
tions. Badges were presented to First Sergeant Randy Dula;
Captain of Criminal Investigations Matthew Pellicer; First
Sergeant/Detective Justin Norman; Patrol Sergeant/Justin
Riles; Patrol Sergeant/Matthew Bingham; and, Master Offi-
cer IIT Kelly Jo Fosler.

Mayor Jack Horton expressed his appreciation for the ded-
ication of the Franklin police force and reiterated again the
need for more qualified individuals to apply to the police
force.

Next, Public Works Director Bill Deal recognized em-
ployees Chris Green, Jason Hopkins, Chris Waldroop, and
Jake Slagle, who work in Franklin's Public Works Depart-

ment, with certifications for meeting specific standards.
Finally, Sarah Bishop, Town of Franklin's financial officer,
was recognized by Town Manager Amie Owens for com-
pleting an eight-month comprehensive municipal and county
administration course that included aspects of employment
law, economics, community development, and much more.

Women'’s History Trail update

Women's History Trail project leaders Marty Greeble and
Mary Polanski introduced and presented the history behind
"Sowing the Seeds of the Future," an ongoing historical pub-
lic art project involving a sculpture that is in its final stages.
The seven-foot sculpture by internationally renowned sculp-
tor Wesley Wofford (of Cashiers) includes three female fig-
ures representing actual historical figures significant to
Macon County. The sculpture will be a gift in 2023 to the
Town of Franklin from the Folk Heritage Association of
Macon County.

Polanski explained that the sculpture, which was the

See TOWN COUNCIL page 2

Chief Harrell announces
his retirement from FPD

Franklin Police Chief Bill
Harrell has announced his re-
tirement effective Dec. 1,
2022.

“Chief Harrell will continue
to work closely with his com-
mand staff to ensure continu-
ity of service and a smooth
transition leading up to his re-
tirement date. A job an-
nouncement will be developed
and shared at a later date,”
reads a statement from Town
Manager Amie Owens. Bill Harrell

During his almost 30 years in law enforcement, Harrell
began as a rookie in Franklin in 1993, going to work as a pa-
trol officer, transitioning to other public safety and law en-
forcement agencies, and learning through experiences
serving the public. He served 14 years in the Highlands Po-
lice Department before being appointed Franklin Police
Chief in May 2020.

Highlands Town Manager Josh Ward issued a statement
regarding his resignation from Highlands and subsequent ap-
pointment to FPD.

“I would like to thank Chief Harrell for his 14-plus years
of service with the Highlands Police Department. During
his tenure, Chief Harrell has presented strong leadership and
has elevated the Highlands Police Department to a high level

See POLICE CHIEF page 4
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brainchild of the late Barbara McRae, former vice mayor of
Franklin, will eventually be installed near the two bridges at
the entrance of Main Street. “We want to develop education
opportunities involving the sculpture so area residents and
students can learn about the resiliency, hardships, steadfast-
ness that the women in the sculpture represent.”

Greeble explained to the Council that the sculpture has
been paid for with “generous donations” from mostly local
individuals and businesses, and monies are currently being
raised to pay for the sculpture’s installation. However, she
noted that the sculpture will be offered as a gift to the Town
of Franklin and the people of Macon County and will serve
as the “trail head” of the Women’s History Trail.

“Around this time next year, we hope to have the sculpture
installed,” said Greeble, “and then we will have a celebration
before the end of 2023.”

Mayor Horton explained that the town attorney, John Hen-
ning, is delving into the details of a memorandum regarding
the sculpture that includes responsibilities in terms of its up-
keep, etc., and the Council will discuss the gift at the Sep-
tember meeting.

“Hats off to all who have been involved in this project,”
said Horton. “It’s been a tremendous effort.”

“It will be wonderful to have this [sculpture] in our town,”

Sarah Bishop, Town of Franklin's financial officer, was recognized
by Town Manager Amie Owens for completing an eight-month com-

prehensive municipal and county administration course.

At the August 1 Town of Franklin Council meeting, Chief of Police Bill Harrell recognized six officers for various achievements and
promotions. From left: First Sergeant Randy Dula, Captain of Criminal Investigations Matthew Pellicer, First Sergeant/Detective
Justin Norman, Patrol Sergeant/Justin Riles, Patrol Sergeant/Matthew Bingham, and Master Officer Il Kelly Jo Fosler.

said Council Member Rita Salain.

“This is such an important milestone for Franklin,” said
Council Member Stacy Guffey. “It’s been at least 100 years
since there has been a sculpture installed in our town. And
this sculpture will represent three cultures that have lived
in these mountains together for 300 years.”

Law enforcement salaries

Sundry other new and old business items were dis-
cussed, including the Franklin Police Department’s em-
ployee salaries. The Town Council accepted numerous
recommendations and approved town manager Amie
Owens to move forward with a salary survey for all de-
partments. Recommendations, according to Owens, in-
clude:

- Adjusting the current salary structure within the
Franklin Police Department to be competitive within the
region — including the change to the starting salary for a
police officer to $40,500, as well as adjustments to the ex-
isting pay scale within the police department;

- That individuals who are chosen to be sponsored by

the Town of Franklin be hired as full-time, non-sworn em-
ployees during their time in Basic Law Enforcement Train-
ing (BLET); the Trainee salary rate would be $38,475,
which has become the practice within the region rather than
paying a limited hourly, part-time rate. Upon successful
completion of BLET and gaining their sworn officer status,
an officer’s salary would be adjusted to the base rate of
$40,500;

- Utilize current part-time/reserve officers to assist with
shift coverage to prevent full-time officer burnout; and,

- Continue to actively recruit officers who may have some
experience for the remaining open positions, utilizing the
adjusted pay scale to fill vacancies “sooner, rather than
later.”

Meetings and agendas for the Town of Franklin are al-
ways available at www.franklinnc.com/town-council-
agenda-minutes.html; and, meetings are always open to the
public, unless a “closed session” is announced. The next
Town of Franklin Council meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 6, at 6
p-m. Town offices will be closed Monday, Sept. 5, in obser-
vance of Labor Day.

Public Works Director Bill Deal recognized employees in Franklin's Public Works department for achieving various certifications. Present at the August 1 Town of Franklin meeting were Chris Green,

Jason Hopkins, and Chris Waldroop. Not pictured: Jake Slagle.
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of professionalism. His education and training require-
ments for his staff have led HPD to become one of the most
proficient departments in Western North Carolina.

“I congratulate Chief Harrell on his new appointment as
Town of Franklin Chief of Police and I wish him the best.
I know he will serve the Town of Franklin well.”

Chief Harrell issued the following statement:

"Dear Citizens of Franklin, Mayor, Council, Madam
Manager and Staff,

After much discussion, thought and prayer with my fam-
ily and friends, I have made the bitter sweet decision to an-
nounce my Retirement from the Franklin Police
Department effective December 1st, 2022.

My career in law enforcement and public service began
with the Franklin Police Department almost 3 decades ago,
and when I tell you it was my honor and privilege, I mean
that whole heartedly. I have worked very hard to earn the
opportunities given, some of which I never imagined for
myself, but God carved a way for me to experience those
possibilities.

I want to THANK all of my family, but most especially
my wife Patti and my young adult children Tyler and Tay-
lor for your support and sacrifices that you have endured
during my career. I know there have been times that work
interfered with family time, but I hope that you understood
why there was a need for sacrifice. | LOVE each of you so
very much!

To the former and current Police Officers and staff that I
have had the privilege and honor to work with over the
years, I want to say THANK YOU to those who gave and
continue to give tireless dedication to the Communities we

serve. I am so blessed to have worked beside you over
those many years. I also hope during times of reflection
that you can genuinely say that with the integrity, and
courage of a good leader that you would follow anywhere,
I left behind a legacy of fighting the good fight to provide
you with every wherewithal at my disposal to serve the
public to the best of our abilities for their enhanced quality
of life, along with the career opportunities for growth and
leadership of your own.

I would like to take this time to say a heartfelt THANK
YOU to past and present Mayors, Town Councils, Boards,
Managers and Staff Members and frontline emergency
service colleagues for your dedication and sacrifices to
Public Service and for the support that you have shown me.
I know I cannot possibly address and thank everyone
specifically in this letter that has done so much to influence
my career path and successes, but you are NOT forgotten,
for your memory in my heart and mind has an eternal place.

Finally, I want to say THANK YOU to all the Citizens
that have supported me and my family over the years, es-
pecially during the difficult times. It has meant the world to
us to be the recipients of so much Love and Encourage-
ment during those times. Although this part of my career
may be coming to an end, I can assure you that this will
not be the final chapter of my service to the community I
love with new envisioned and prayerful leadership oppor-
tunities. I am making this decision to retire to pursue fu-
ture endeavors and improve the quality of life for me and
my family and I humbly ask that you keep us in your
thoughts, prayers, and it is my hope that I can count on your
support in the future."

With the Utmost Respect and Gratitude

Chief William “Bill” Harrell

‘M%ire :

SCHOOL
238 NE Main Street * Franklin, NC

(828) 342-5361

We are currently enrolling new students from ages
3-100! We offer classes for all types of dancers,
from hallet to hip-hop, and new adult dasses.

Shots were fired a half
mile away from tourney

Just after the July 4th holiday, the Franklin Little League 8U
All Star team was competing in the state tournament in Wilson,
N.C., when shots rang out in the baseball complex. The game
was being live-streamed by Macon County resident and mother
of one of the players, Caitlin Koszczepki, when gunshots could
be heard and the crowd was seen scattering.

In an update released by the Wilson Police Department July
27, officials said that the WPD Criminal Investigation Division
is continuing to actively investigate the shooting incident.

The WPD Forensic unit, working with detectives, conducted
an extensive crime scene search for evidence. During this search,
three 7.62X309 caliber shell casings were located near a roadway
approximately 2410 feet (.5 mile) from where the projectile that
struck a van parked inside the stadium was recovered. A roadway
sign was also located and appeared to have been struck by three
projectiles. The projectile from the van was weighed and meas-
ured and appears to be a preliminary match to the shell casings
recovered.

The first call to dispatch surrounding the incident was logged
at 10:31 according to official emergency communication reports.
Law enforcement officers blocked off the scene while investi-
gating what was initially reported to be an active shooter situa-
tion within the sports complex. With no other shots fired after
the initial round of three shots, law enforcement determined that
it was not an active shooter situation and instead transitioned to
a “shots fired” call response.

Despite additional games scheduled to take place in the tour-
nament the following Monday, the Franklin All-star team decided

to leave Wilson County and return home to Franklin.

OF DANCE

a

DANCE CLASS
REGISTRATION DATES

Wednesday, July 27 5-7pm
Friday, July 29 5-7pm
Friday, August 5 5-7pm

kSclturdczly, August 6 10am-12:30PMm

If interested in learning more about the
classes we offer, contact us via email

inspiredance28734@gmail.com
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INVENTORY
REDUCTION

MORRISON
RECLINER |

5499

DRYSTAN QUEEN BED $499Q

REALYN QUEEN BED $699

SALE

LA-Z-BOY HAYES SOFA $9Q0Q

LEMLY SOFA $599 BALLINASLOE SECTIONAL $1499
JASPER | GIBSON | PINNACLE
RECLINER | RECLINER | RECLINER
5499 5599 3599
12" MEMORY FOAM 12" PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS ONLY QUEEN MATTRESS ONLY
3499 3449

MACON FURNITURE MART

560 DEPOT ST. « FRANKLIN, NC
(828)369-8296 MaconFurnitureMart.com
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Backlot Cinema rolls cameras on Nikwasi Initiative for Smithsonian

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Last month, Nikwasi Initiative was in the spotlight,
literally, asafilm crew from Franklin’s Backlot Cinema
conducted interviews and captured imagery that will be
compiled and sent to the Smithsonian in Washington,
D.C. Nikwasi's executive director Elaine Eisenbraun ex-
plained that a competitive application was completed
more than a year ago to secure a coveted spot in Smith-
sonian’s Spark! Places of Innovation traveling exhibi-
tion. Nikwasi was selected, and a film will be created
and featured as one of dozens of places, people, and cir-
cumstances that “sparks’ innova-

tion and invention in rura
communities  throughout  the
United States.

Inspired by an exhibition by the
National Museum of American
History, the Spark! traveling exhi-
bition features photographs, en-
gaging interactives, objects, videos, and more to show
attendees a variety of technical, social, cultural, or artis-
ticinnovation stories. Beginning in 2023, and featured in
140-plus national venues until 2029, the exhibition in-
cludes six stand-alone sections of panels over awelded
aluminum structure with such elements as television
monitors, touchscreen monitors, aflipbook, multiple ob-
ject cases, low-tech mechanical interactives, and digital
content.

Spark! Places of Innovation was established as a
springboard for diverse local programming in the hu-
manities, sciences, and arts. Visitors to exhibitions will
be inspired to learn about how innovation has shaped
communities and how they may be innovators them-
selves.

The Nikwasi Initiative was founded to promote, inter-
pret, and link cultural and historic sites (such as the No-

quisiyi and Cowee mounds) along the Cherokee Cul-
tural Corridor. Additionally, the goal isto raise aware-
ness and funds to pursue and explore more
opportunities for collaboration between the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians (EBCI) and local commu-
nities.

Backlot Cinema, which is afull-service video pro-
duction company offering professiona film produc-
tion, commercials, and short films, spent aday filming
interviewswith Eisenbraun, aswell asEBCI’s princi-
pal chief Richard Sneed and Mainspring Conservation
Trust's former executive director, Sharon Fouts Tay-

lor, who worked closely with
EBCI and the Town of Franklin
to negotiate how the Noquisiyi
(also  commonly spelled
Nikwasi) Mound would be man-
aged for future use, education,
preservation, and more.

“We are so honored to have
been selected to participate in Spark!” said Eisen-
braun. “To be a part of a collaboration that features a
number of rural communities that have resolved a
problem or created opportunitiesis significant.”

The film will be shipped to the Smithsonian and
eventually edited in timefor the traveling exhibition’s
launch in 2023.

Added Eisenbraun, “To be a part of the Spark! ex-
hibitionis great for the EBCI, Nikwasi Initiative, and
Franklin because it will shine abright light on the pos-
itive work we've done here. It is a representation of
the power of communication and the importance of
working together. And the value that comes from peo-
ple al over the country seeing the film is both exter-
nal and internal. People in other areas of the country
may learn about Nikwasi Initiative, the EBCI, and
Franklin and want to come here and learn more.”

ATMAGONGC

Mainspring Conservation Trust’s former executive director, Sharon Fouts
Taylor, who has been involved in the Noquisiyi (also commonly spelled
Nikwasi) Mound preservation effort, was one person interviewed by a film
crew from Franklin’s Backlot Cinema for a Smithsonian exhibition that will
begin traveling the nation next year.

T EVENTS
NTY LIBRARY

Benefits Art Programs in Macon Gounty Public Schools

UPTOWN GALLERY’S

FEST

THURSDAY, AUG. 11- SRATURDAY, AUG. 13
Fundraising Goncert hy Blue Jazz

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 - 7PM AT TARTAN HALL

Details & Concert Tickets at Uptown Gallery, 30 Main St. - Franklin, NC (828)349-4607

ArtFest is supported by the Arts Council of Macon County ARTReach Program and the Macon County Tourist Development Committee.
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COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET
REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE

2019 GMC
2019 Kia

2018 Chevrolet
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe
2018 Ford Explorer
2018 Forerunner TRD Sport
2018 Kia Soul

2018 Nissan Murano
2017 Rogue SV

2017 Toyota RAV4 LE
2016 Lexus RX 350
2016 Sorrento LX 112,933
2016 Toyota Sequoia 96,869
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2015 Suburban LT 92,352
2014 Ford Explorer 4x4 68,342
2013 Ford Escape SE AWD 89,455
2012 Chevrolet Express 2500 VAN 160,946

TRUCKS

YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES
2022 2500 High Country 10,050
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651
2022 Ram 2500 5,273
2021 2500 LT 4x4 16,442
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243
2021 Chevrolet 1500 High Country 17,551
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842
2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822

Tacoma TRD Off-Road
Tacoma 4WD

2500

2500 Diesel

Colorado ZR-2

Silverado

Silverado 1500 High Country
Silverado 1500 RST

Ext Cab ZR2

Sierra 1500 AT4

2500 Longhorn Diamond
1500 Regular Cab

Tacoma SR

Silverado 2500HD 30,903
Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535
Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
WT 4x4 6,261
Sierra 1500 18,811
Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
Tacoma SR5 43,420
Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
Colorado ZR2 36,012
GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
F-150 Reg Cab 113,305
GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 118,872
GMC Sierra SLT 61,530

Terrain
Sedona EX
Equinox LT

63,316
40,858
23,569
84,386
69,517
65,055
58,573
53,903
58,866
83,441
72,919

Toyota
Toyota
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Colorado
GMC
Ram
Silverado
Toyota
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Colorado
GMC
Nissan
Toyota
Toyota

8,507
4,746

30,233
8,241

36,463
52,944
22,601
90,498
26,842
15,588
23,286
21,430
12,448

CARS

YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES
2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2022 Edge Sport 101
2022 Volkswagen Taos AWD 7,825
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2020 Jaguar XE AWD 5,214
2019 Dodge Grand Garavan SXT 55,584
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009
2019 Toyota Corolla LE 11,095
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 53,520
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692
2018 Cruze LS 25,170
2018 Focus SE 44,403
2018 Traverse LT AWD 95,105
2017 Dodge Journey 110,982
2016 Chevrolet Cruze RS 30,685
2015 Nissan Altima 25 S 59,261
2015 Mustang GT 45,724
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152
2014 Ford Focus SE 84,984
1990 Corvette 125,701

MAKE MODEL

Ford Bronco Badlands AWD
GMC Yukon XL

Grand Cherokee L

Tahoe
Cadillac
GMC

LT

Escalade Premium Luxury

Acadia AT4

2021
2021
2021

Chevrolet
Colorado
F-150

Silverado 1500
Z-71
Crew 4x4

8,432
12,912
32,251

Ram
Chevrolet
Ram

Diesel Crew 2500
1500 Ext Cab
1500 Sport Crew 4x4

60,495
68,636
107,828

2021
2021
2021

Ford
Jeep
Ram

GMC
GMC

Sierra 2500 Diesal
Sierra 4x4

Grand Cherokee Trailhawk
Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD
Chevrolet Tahoe LT

F-150 SuperCrew Cab
Gladiator
2500 Tradesman

32,251
2,054
3,647

VOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

192,749
115,221

71 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 » 828.524.0734 « WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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L_ecture series topic: ‘Connecting
Conservation to Save Wild Spaces

The Highlands Biological
Foundation (HBF) is offi-
cially halfway through their
2022 Zahner Conservation
Lecture Series! There are
five free, public programs
left this season for you to
enjoy. Join HBF on Thurs-
day, August 11th at 6:00
p.m. for the next installment
in the series. This talk will
feature Mallory Dimmitt,
CEO of the Florida Wildlife

CEO in 2021.

For the previous five
years, Dimmitt was Vice
President of Strategic De-
velopment and Business
Relations at Lykes Bros.
Inc., a family-owned com-
pany with five generations
of agricultural operations
and natural resource man-
agement experience across
significant landholdings in
Florida and Texas. She led

Corridor Foundation, as she
presents “Connecting Con-
servation to Save Wild Spaces: A Benefit to
Flora, Fauna, and Economies.”

In this program, Dimmitt will introduce a
collaborative advocacy approach to large-
scale landscape conservation. She will dive
into methods used for connecting high quality
habitat through wildlife corridors, and the
positive impacts they provide for ecosystems
and economies with emphasis on the accom-
plishments made in Florida and throughout
the global corridor movement.

Dimmitt is CEO of the Florida Wildlife
Corridor Foundation, a non-profit organiza-
tion that champions a collaborative campaign
to permanently connect, protect, and restore
a statewide Corridor for people and nature.
She co-founded the organization and has
served in many capacities over time, includ-
ing expedition team member, Executive Di-
rector, and board member, before becoming

Mallory Dimmitt

strategic planning and new
business development to
identify new ventures, revenue streams, and
ways to add lasting value including sustain-
able resource management.

Dimmitt earned her B.S. in Natural Re-
sources from the University of the South (Se-
wanee). She was awarded a Doris Duke
Conservation Fellowship at Duke Univer-
sity’s Nicholas School of Environment and
earned a Master of Environmental Manage-
ment in Environmental Economics and Pol-
icy.

All are invited to participate in HBF’s free
Zahner lectures which will be held at the
Highlands Nature Center (930 Horse Cove
Road) on Thursday evenings through Sept. 8.
To preview HBF’s full Zahner lecture lineup,
visit www.highlandsbiological.org. The High-
lands Nature Center is part of the Highlands
Biological Station, a multi-campus center of
WCU.

Publication spotlights local writers

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

A team of people worked for more
than a year to pull together, edit, and
publish the free “River of Words” a 55-
page literary compilation of local writ-
ers’ works.

Focusing on the theme, “a river of
words,” due to the area’s natural water-
ways, the publication is the first edition
of its Three Rivers Review series of the
Arts Council of Macon County’s
planned publications to celebrate area
talents. The purpose is outlined in the
publication’s introductory welcome
“... to provide you, the reader, with a
chance to sample all these writers’
works in a single publication, in the
hope that you’ll want to read more, and
seek them out at area bookstores and
online.”

The project was named “Three

Rivers” to call attention to the Cul-
lasaja, Little Tennessee, and Nantahala. The
publication is dedicated to the late Maude
Bivins, who was a charter and sustaining
member of the Arts Council of Macon
County, and a “Retrospect of Barbara
McRae” is included due to the fact that she
was a local writer, historian, and much more.

Writings are both non-fiction and fiction,
historical and imaginative. A short bio of
each writer is included at the end of the pub-
lication.

The Three Rivers committee was made up
of Bobbie Contino, Arts Council of Macon
County director, as well as Claire Suminski,
Merritt Shaw, Tom Tyre, and Betsy Gooder.
Each person on the committee volunteered
their time to handle various aspects of plan-
ning and production.

Suminski remembers that the project orig-
inally came about because she and Bobbie
Contino were “brainstorming ways to pro-
mote the arts and specifically the literary arts
in Macon County and this project was born
out of that discussion. Bobbie put together a
committee of Arts Council board members

and supporters who she thought would be
good to work on this concept together.”

The group began meeting in the Spring of
2021. The Review is the first since the
1980s, when a literary arts journal was over-
seen by Barbara McRae called “The Wayah
Review.”

“This review is a reflection of people, ex-
periences, and the times we live in right now,
here in Macon County,” said Suminski,
adding that “A Novel Escape, all of the li-
braries in our county, and many stores and
gathering places are carrying the Re-
view. We had 1,000 printed locally at Macon
Printing. This truly is a hometown project.”

“A River of Words" may be found in
county public libraries, the Franklin Area
Chamber of Commerce, Smart Pharmacy,
the Arts Council office, Main Street’s A
Novel Escape Bookstore, and Uptown
Gallery.

As for future publications, she added,
“Some ideas that have been discussed by the
committee are including songwriters, poetry,
recipes, stories, and more.”

TekTone receives Silver Safety Award

Back in June, TekTone Sound & Signal
Mfg. Inc. was recognized for outstanding
safety and health efforts for the 2021 calen-
dar year by the North Carolina Department
of Labor at the Asheville Safety Awards
Banquet.

TekTone’s Compliance and Training
Manager, Betty Smith, attended the banquet
to receive the First Year Silver Safety award
for TekTone from NCDOL Labor Commis-
sioner, Josh Dobson. To qualify for an an-
nual safety award, an organization must
meet the following criteria:

* Have no fatalities during the calendar
year at the site or location for which the
award was given; and

e Have maintained an incidence rate at

least 50 percent below the average for its
particular industry group.

There are two Safety Award levels, Gold
and Silver. According to labor.nc.gov, “The
Gold Award is based on the days away, re-
stricted, transferred (DART) rate, which in-
cludes cases of days away from work,
restricted activity or job transfer.” and “The
Silver Award is based only on cases with
days away from work. They are recorded
when the worker misses at least one full day
of work, not including the day of the injury.”
A formula used to compute the incident rate
of the organization which is then compared
to a table that “lists the incidence rate cal-
culated to 50 percent for each industry
group.”
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PICKIN' ON THE SQUARE

You are in for a delightful evening this Saturday August 6th. We have the
Caribbean Cowboys, who will have you dancing before the night is over,
playing some of the best beach music around.

* Be sure to bring your lawn chair! These summer concerts are given to

Fl'ee Entel’talnment Every Othel' Satul’day.’ you by the town of Franklin, free, no admission. We start at 7:15 p.m. at the

Pickin' on the Square is fun, free entertainment most Saturday nights throughout the summer. galet"? in downtown Franklin this week, due to uptown events. See ya
Main entertainment starts at approximately 7:15 p.m. there!!

For more information call 828-524-2516 Donnie Clay - Coordinator Donnie Clay, Coordinator for Pickin on the Square

Rusted Arrow
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

GAN
OU
SAY
GIRLS
TRIP??

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street ¢ Franklin, NC

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

The best place to shop

0
@

GIFTS « HOME DECOR * ACCESSORIES

37 E Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC
828.369.1612

BOUTIQUE * JEWELRY » ACCESSORIES
24 E. MAIN ST. « FRANKLIN, NC  828.369.7300

BAHA’I FAITH

LIGHT orUNITY

“Verily | say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold
the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One.”

-- Bahd’uv’llah

Weekly devotions and discussions in Franklin, open to all. Call 302-383-6835.

1-800-228-6483 www.bahai.us
Franklin e Murphy e Sylva e Waynesville

NEW ITEMS ARRIVING WEEKLY!

BUTTERCUP’S
TREASURES

Antiques ¢ Collectibles
Furniture ¢ Kitchenware
Jewelry ¢ Tools ® And Much More!

828-634-6142 7322 Georgia Rd, Franklin, NC
HOURS Thursday - Saturday 10am-4pm
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What’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor
Highlands M ayor

| have complied with the
Save Highlands attorney’s
public document request. All
my emails concerning STRs
[short term rentals] have been
sent to Derek Allen. A few
may have been overlooked or
missed, but | have made a
good faith effort to fully com-

ply with therequest. Also, | in-

cluded a disclosure statement
concerning the conversations,
or lack there of, | have had with people in the commu-
nity that Allen demanded, including individual conver-
sations with members of the planning board and the
neighborhood coalition.

| have nothing to hide. As an elected official | dis-
cuss a plethora of issues with citizens. | view these in-
teractions as part of my duties. Many people ask that |
keep their statements on certain concerns out of the pub-
lic discussion. Nevertheless, they want their mayor to
know how they feel about certain issues. | have aways
honored those requests not in the spirit of conceal ment,
but rather in respecting the privacy of citizens. It isanal-
ogous to the concept of the secret ballot. Everyone has
theright to cast aballot in avoting booth. The booth be-
comes a private space while the voter is marking his or
her ballot. They place their voteinto the ballot box, and
the voter doesn’t have to tell anyone how they voted.

So | hope the people who expressed their opinion, re-
gardless of their views, will be given the same consid-
erations in this legal situation. | understand the open
records process and know what | have said and written
are public records. | also respect that some citizens may
feel uncomfortable having their views aired in the pub-
licarena. Hopefully, this current situation does not have
a lasting chilling effect on public discourse between
town elected officials and residents.

| stand by what | have said in the past. While | might
evolve and adjust my position about a critical issue as
more information comesforth, | try to be thoughtful and
clear in my public statements, such as what | write in
this column each week. On the STRissue | have con-
sistently taken the position that the town should regu-
late, register and restrict STRs. | have based my actions
on these three concepts. Yes, the courts have ruled that
blanket, across the board registration is prohibited by
state statute. On the other hand, there is the legal issue
asto whether amunicipality can require zoning permits.

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11
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OPINION

Scam Alert: Airfare scams cashing in on canceled flights

Airlinetravel isback infull swing, but scammersaretaking
advantage of increased flight cancellations with a new con.
Better Business Bureau (BBB) Scam Tracker has received
multiple reports of scammers creating fake airlineticket book-
ing Sites or customer service numbers to charge travelers for
rescheduling fakeflights. If you are buying airfare, use caution
and double-check the URL or phone number before providing
your credit card information.

How the scam works

While doing an online search for cheap flights, you come
across what seems like a great deal with amajor airline. You
book the flight—either through the website or by calling acus-
tomer support number.

But shortly after making the payment, you receive a call
from the company saying there's been a sudden price increase
or an extra charge to finalize your booking. Thisis something
alegitimate company would never do! It turns out that you ac-
cidentally purchased tickets through ascam website or aphony
customer service number. The price increase is a way to get
more money out of you.

In another similar con, your origind flight wasreal, but the
cancellation notice is fake. You get an email or text message
claiming that your upcoming flight has been canceled and you
need to rebook. When you call the number provided, the “air-
ling” offersto book you anew ticket —for aprice. However, if
you follow up with real airline support, you'll discover that
nothing waswrong with your original flight. The message was
ascam, and you just gave your credit card detailsto acon artist.

Onevictimtold BBB Scam Tracker: "I thought that | bought
arlineticketswith United Airlinesthrough acompany that sells
at discounted prices. They called me shortly after | bought my
tickets and said that the flight had been canceled. They wanted
permission to put me on another flight with Southwest and said
itwould be80 dollarsextra... It turned out that United Airlines
never canceled aflight. | tried to call this company and leave
amessage, and | tried to email them to no avail. It turns out
that the airlines were unaware of thisticket purchase.”

How to avoid travel scams

Do your research. If you come across a company you
haven't dealt with before, research it before making any pur-
chases. Look on BBB.org for reviews and feedback from pre-
vious customers.

Double check flight details before calling support. Scam-
mers are blasting out fake airline cancellation emails and text
messages that can easily be mistaken for the real deal. Con-
firm the information in the message — such as the flight and
reservation numbers —is correct before calling customer sup-
port.

Confirm the URL before you enter personal and payment
information. It can be easy to click on a sponsored ad or im-
postor website without noticing. Before entering any sensitive
information, double-check that you are on the right website

and that the link is secure. (Secure links start with “HTTPS/”
and include alock icon on the purchase page. Learn more at
BBB.org/BBBSecure.)

Be wary of third-party websites. Some websites appear to
offer alegitimate service but are only frontsfor ascam. Be sus-
picious of websiteswith no working customer service number
or physical address. Typos and grammeatical errors can bein-
dications of ascammer’s handiwork.

Make online purchases with your credit card. Fraudulent
charges on acredit card can usually be disputed, whereas that
might not be the case with other payment methods. Unfortu-
nately, thereisno way to get back the personal information you
may have shared.

Cash-strapped drivers scammed with fake gas gift cards

Even if high gas prices are draining your budget, don't fall
for this scam. Scammers are tempting drivers with phony gas
sation gift cards. It'sreally away to get your credit card details
and other persona information.

How the scam works

You see apost on social media, get an email, or take a sur-
vey that says you won a $500 gas station gift card. Currently,
the scam claims to be from Shell, but watch out for scammers
using different gas station brands too.

To get the gift card, you only need to pay a small fee. But
when scammers get your credit or debit card information, they
will likely charge your account for amounts you never ap-
proved. One consumer told BBB Scam Tracker: “They said |
won a Shell gas card and had to pay $1.95 for shipping. A day
later, they took $89.95 out of my account. | called about the
charge, and they fixed it, but the next day, another $89.95 was
taken out again.”

In addition to your credit card information, the scam may
also request other personal details. Some consumers say they
were asked to fill out aform and provide their name, phone
number, physical address, credit card information, and other
details. Sharing these details with scammers can open you up
to identity theft.

How to avoid prize scams

Never pay to win. No legitimate company will ask you to
pay money to receive something you won or to get afree gift.
If someone asksyou to pay even asmall feeto receive aprize,
you' re probably dealing with a scammer.

Do your research. Impostor scamsare common, soif alarge
company seemsto be offering you afree gift, do someresearch
firgt. Visit the company’sofficial website (by typing it into your
web browser, not by following alink someone sent you) to see
if they really are participating in some kind of giveaway.

Don't act on impulse. Scammers are hoping you'll get so
excited about their offer that you won't stop thinking about any
suspicious details. Use your good judgment and question any
offer that seemstoo good to be true.

26 West Main Street, Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767 « FAX: 369-2700
www.themaconcountynews.com
Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com
Deadline for display advertising is Friday at
4 p.m. Classified deadline Monday, 3 p.m

Betsey Gooder
Publisher /Advertising Director/ Editor

Jay Baird
Advertising Representative

Shana Bilbrey
Graphic Designer

Emily Hughes
Graphic Designer

Vickie Carpenter, Classifieds/Photographer

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Diane Peltz
Contributing Writer

Brittney L ofthouse
Contributing Writer

“ Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or theright

of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the

The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
any advertisement or supplement beyond the actual cost of the ad-
vertisement or supplement. In no event shall publisher be liable for
any consequential damages or any damages in excess of the cost of
the advertisement or supplements. The Macon County News and
Shopping Guide reserves the right not to accept an advertiser’s order.
Only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance
of the advertiser’s order. No brokering of advertising space or sup-
plements will be accepted without prior approval of publisher. Third
Class Mailing Privileges Authorized at Franklin, N.C. 28734

Government for a redress of grievances.”
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Zonta Club brings awareness of human trafficking TAYLOR et

That issue may be settled in the courts, as possibly other
contentious STRsissues such as restricting them to spe-
cific zones, etc.

| am al too aware that there has been some very
heated rhetoric over STRs. There are many nuances,
conflictsand conditionsfor any proposed plan. The de-
bate intensity is understandable given the board deci-
sion could impact many people. Some specific
statements that have been spoken in public are unfortu-
nate and disturbing. Among different stakeholder
groups there can be extreme differences without |abel-
ing or denigrating specific groups of people. We are
better than that as a caring community.

We are all exhausted over the STR issue, that goesfor
whether one is for or against them. | hope we will be
able to emerge as a united community once aresolution
to thisissue occurs.

Zonta Club of Franklin and members of the community participated in the Red Sand
project to bring awareness to the issue of human trafficking.
Zonta president Deb Williams spoke on the signs of trafficking in persons. Community

members spread red sand as a symbol of those people who fall through the cracks and
need us to be their voice. Alisa Ashe of Kids Place of Macon County also spoke to T eMaconCOU ntyNewslcom

those gathered. Below, Zonta emblem in red

sand was drawn by Jessica Merritt of Special
Liberty Project.

CAROLINA EQUIPMENT & RENTALS
(828) 349-3399

We offer Rental Equipment for all your
Excavating & Land Clearing needs.

6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734
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Who Wants to Be a Star? Talent Competition contestants

Inspire School of Dance

Chloe Stiwinter

Chelsea Reynolds

Inspire School of Dance
“Believe”
Madison Jolly
“Once Upon a December™
Brayden Howell
“All My Hope™
Chloe Stiwinter
“Almost There”
Chelsea Reynolds
“Strawberry Wine”
Shannon Maples
“Happy Working Song™
Daniel Riddle
“Evening Falling
Second Movement™ (original)
Rylee & Wyolet Frizzell
*“Can’t Help Falling in Love With You™
Mountain Soul
“Slow Down”
Taylor Foley
“Far From the Home | Love”
Clara Wright
“If My Friends Could See Me Now”’
Seth Greenley
“Crying Eyes™ (original)
Wesley Maples
“You’ll Be Back”™
Jasmine Robertson/Morgyn Brannon
“*Some Things are Meant to Be™
Harmony Gilbreath
*“Shatter Me”
Jenny Howell
“Blue”
Emma Albers
“Heart of Stone” (original)
Annrose Warman
“Let It Go”
Melissa Pressley

Madison Jolly

Brayden Howell

Shannon Maples

Comedy Act
Patrick Brannon
“If | Loved You™
Danny Antoine’s Martial
Arts Academy
“Don’t Stop Me Now™

Daniel Riddle

Melissa Pressley

Rylee & Vyolet Frizzell
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Clara Wright

Harmony Gilbreath

200 Brocx EAST PALMER ST. - FRANKLIN, NC

Seth Greenley

Welsey Maples

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast
THUR FRI  SAT  SUN MON

L

85°/66° 84°/66° 86°/66° 84°/66° 84°/66°
58% 58% 55% 58% 58%

Jasmine Robertson & Morgyn Brannon

Jenna Howell

Emmie Albers

AnnRose Warman

Taylor Foley
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Bent trees may be Cherokee path markers

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

During a walk or hike on the many trails and paths
throughout Macon County, sighting a tree with unnaturally
bent limbs may cause one to pause. Yet, without realizing
“trail trees’ actually exist throughout the region, the curios-
ity could be passed by without much consideration.

Long before an expansive network of interstates and high-
way's cut acrossAmerica, trails were formed and traversed by
the native peoples, such asthe Cherokee, and used regularly
for trading goods, hunting, and gathering, and to make war
against opposing tribes or settlers and British forces.

In order to indicate direction and other noteworthy mark-
ers, the Cherokee manipulated the trunks and limbs of des-
ignated hardwood trees, often red and white oaks because of
their longevity. Sometimes the trunk or limbs had to be tied
and staked so that the tree would grow a certain way. Some-
times aspects of the tree were weighted down with arock or
apile of dirt to achieve the growth distortion necessary to
achieve an eventual distinction that would indicate direc-
tion. The methods used to shape trees were dependent on
available natural resources aswell aswhat the Cherokee in-
tended the tree shape to signify.

After the sapling grew for a year or more, the tree could
then betrained to grow upright by tying off the leader, which
isthe vertical stem at the top of the trunk.

Modern observers often find that determining the mean-
ings of the trail trees is difficult, but native people clearly
delineated the markings, some which pointed to settlements
or burial sites, while most indicated general directions or
pointed to water sources, river crossings, shelters and other
destinations.

Some felled trail trees, when evaluated closely, show in
their rings the general timeframe as to when they were bent
and shaped before they became important age-old land-

Visible in late winter before the leaves emerge are age-old hard-
wood trees beside Cartoogechaye Creek which as saplings
were manipulated by the Cherokee to grow as directional trail
trees.

marks.

“A common mistake has
been not coring treesto get age
data to even know if the trees
are old enough to be marker
trees,” said Brent Martin, exec-
utive director of the Blue Ridge
Bartram Trail Conservancy.
“We have one at our [home]
place, and there is the state
champ White Oak in Tellico
Valley; aso the Padgett poplar
in Highlands and a few others
here and there.”

While some misshapen trees
may simply be the result of age
and wind, for example, thereis
achancethey are leftover sym-
bols of a past trail system used

grow a certain way and eventually indicate directions.

Sometimes the trunk or limbs of trail trees had to be tied and staked so that the tree would

by native peoplein the areafor
generations.

(828) 369-6767

26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY

$29I®

Per Year
Indudes Tax

The Macon County
Sheriff’'s Department,
Franklin Police De-
partment or Jackson
County Sheriff’'s De-
partment made the fol-
lowing arrests July 21 -
Aug. 1. All suspectsare
innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County
Sheriff’s Department

July 26

Donald McL ean Long, was charged with offenses com-
mitted in jurisdiction. No bond was set.

Jacquelyn Ruth Stewart, was charged with failure to
appear. William D. Stamey made the arrest.

Octavio Ortega Mendoza, was charged with driving
under the influence. Matthew L. Long made the arrest.

Kevin Allen Johnson, was charged with fugitive from
out of state. Deputy Lydia Bellevance made the arrest.

July 27
Amy Marie Gibson, was charged with an indictment.
Corporal Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.

July 29

Zachariah Todd Palmer, was charged with offenses
committed in jurisdiction. Nick Lofthouse made the ar-
rest.

Regina Leigh Sanders, was charged with attempted
arson and larceny of afirearm. Gabe D. Bingham made
the arrest.

Jessie Mal Cowart, was charged with being a habitual
felon and possession with intent to manufacture/sell/de-
liver a schedule Il controlled substance. Deputy Lydia
Bellavance made the arrest.

July 30
Ronald Lee Wickham, was charged with driving while
license revoked. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest.

August 1

Morgan Allen Shirley, was charged with breaking and
entering, possession of stolen goods/property, larceny
after break/enter, resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement,
possession of fortified wine, liquor or mixed beverage
under 21 years of age and injury to real property. Timo-
thy B. Carter made the arrest.

Franklin Police Department

July 21

John C. Debrowsky, was charged with financial card
theft, obtain property by false pretense, identity theft and
larceny. J.A. Riles made the arrest.

July 24

Kevin Allen Johnston, was charged with
destruction/damage/vandalism of property and conditions
of release order violation. M.A. Bingham made the ar-
rest.

July 28
Bryan Scott Garringer, was charged with trespass of
real property. M.A. Bingham made the arrest.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are al-
lergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like dia-
pers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off
Highlands Road.

Bascom Center for the Visual Arts July Free Exhibitions “Like No
Other Place,” through Dec. 31, at the Joel Gallery; at the Thompson
Gallery, “Members Challenge: Place” through Sept. 10; Thursday, Aug.
11, 5 p.m. free Exhibitions Reception (Like No Other Place and Mem-
bers Challenge: Place); Saturday, August 13, 1 p.m., The Ballet of
Place, performance by Ballet Memphis (free to the entire community,
with special encouragement for young people to attend, first-come,
first-served seating. The gallery is located at 323 Franklin Rd., High-
lands. For more information, call (828)526-4949.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike to Secret Falls near Highlands with a
good swimming hole, on Sunday, Aug. 7. Giant poplar tree in Horse
Cove and Brooks Falls outside of Highlands. For reservations and in-
formation, call Leader; Robin Lurie (954)632-7270.

Writers Club will meet on Tuesday, Aug. 9, at 1 p.m., at the Macon
County Library. All are welcome to attend. For more information, call
Jim Steeley at (828)371-9143.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, Aug. 10 and
24, 2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the
church from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the
courtyard and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-
3119.

American Red Cross Blood Drives will be held on Thursday, Aug.
11, 12:30 to 5 p.m. at First Baptist Church, lotla Street; and Saturday,
Aug. 13, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Discover Church, 47 Macon Center Drive.
Donors can schedule an appointment to donate using the Red Cross
Blood Donor App, by visiting RedCrossBlood.org or by calling
(800)733-2767.

Franklin Women'’s Club will meet on Friday, Aug. 12, noon, at Fat
Buddies restaurant in Westgate Plaza. Program to follow. RSVP:
Brenda Jacobs, at (828)421-0411. For more information, call Linda
Ellison at (407)342-9654.

Joseph Carrol and Alvarado (Alva) Allen Gibson Annual Reunion
and Potluck Lunch will be held on Sunday, Aug. 14, at Cowee Valley
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Station,1309 Ruby Mine Rd,. in Franklin.
Music by the Vagabonds will begin at 12:30 p.m.

School Supply Drop-off at Edward Jones Branch Office at 81 West
Main Street during regular business hours. ltems needed include back-
packs, pencils, pens, one inch binders, Clorox or Lysol wipes, crayola
crayons, and more. The school supply drive will run through Aug. 12.

Historic TM Rickman Store located at 259 Cowee Creek Road is now
open for visitors on Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Come in early and lis-
ten to local, Sally DeLawter on dulcimer. Discover unique items and lis-
ten to local musicians. Parking is limited with additional parking
available at Cowee Arts and Heritage Center a short walk from the
store.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 12
to 4 p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as
all over the world.

Uptown Gallery Childrens Art Classes will be held on Wednesdays
afternoons. Adult workshops in acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pour-
ing, encaustic, and glass fusing are also offered. Free painting in the
classroom Monday's 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Membership meeting second
Sunday of the month 3 p.m. The gallery is located at 30 E. Main St. in
Franklin. For more information, contact mtully1001@gmail.com for
more information..

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone inter-
ested in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays,
5:30 p.m. at No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1
p.m., Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.; Tuesday, 8
a.m., and Thursday, 12 noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66
Church St.; Wednesday, 7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church,
216 Roller Mill Rd. On-line meeting information is available by visit-
ing www.aawnc80.org. To speak with a member of A.A., call
(828)349-4357.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited
in-person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building. A
variety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the af-
ternoons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-
2058.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop
just off McCollum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.
Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.
For more information, call (828)342-8126.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information,
call (828)369-9000.

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the great-
est gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great
times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await. Call
(828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday
to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a
soft drink and a snack, and free internet. Reservations taken for the
shelters.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as
strollers, car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are al-
ways welcome. Services are free and confidential. For more infor-
mation or an appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or
smpcc.org
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

First Alliance Church will be holding Sunday Service on August 7,
10:30 a.m., Sunday School for all ages will be held at 9:30 a.m. Pastor
Evan Jensen will be speaking on Ezekiel 47:1-12. Elise Dailey will be
performing special music. The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off
Womack, net door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, Aug. 7, 11 a.m., Bill Groves will
speak about The Spirituality of Surrender. On Monday, at 6 p.m. all lev-
els yoga class, No cost to attend. On Thursdays, a movie is shown at
3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Her-
itage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant. For more information
or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

Churches and believers in Macon County are invited to join a
Prayer Walk on Thursday, Aug. 18, at 7 p.m., at the following schools:
Cartoogechaye Elementary, East Franklin, Franklin High School, High-
lands, lotla Valley, Macon Middle, Mountain View Intermediate, Nanta-
hala, South Macon Elementary, Union Academy and Macon Early
College, to unite in the mighty name of Jesus.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person and
on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday. They have communion the first
Sunday of each month. The church is located at 4668 Old Murphy Rd.
(across from Loafers Glory). The pastor is Evan W. Hill. For more in-
formation, call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Worship
is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The church is
located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; senior pastor is
Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-3010 or visit us
at http:/iwww.firstumcfranklin.org

Son Rise International Ministries has Christian Fellowship Serv-
ices are held on Friday evenings at 7p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer
and Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m. The
church is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call (828)369-
2465.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its sanc-
tuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Services are also streamed online on the
Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship service is
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church is located at 59
Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship An inclusive faith community that
celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing journeys
of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call (828)342-0546.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional. The
church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

Email your church events to maconcountynews@gmail.com
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HOP Gallery opens in Highlands

The Highlands Chamber of
Commerce/Visit Highlands held a ribbon
cutting ceremony on July 19 to welcome
HOP Gallery to the community.

HOP Gallery is an artist-run space at 353
Main Street that offers aunique collection of
fine art photography from around the world.
Owner Tiho Trichkov is the sole featured
artist, and all images were captured by him.
He aso offers custom photo shoots for fam-
ilies, couples, pets and commercial work.
HOPis an acronym for “House of Pics.”

“1 am excited to open my very own busi-
ness because photography is my true pas-
sion. | dreamed about doing thisfull timefor
more than 17 years, so every day | cometo
work with a smile on my face” says
Trichkov. “I have been part of the Highlands
community for the past 14 years. | am glad
that | finally get to add my touch to the artis-
tic side of the town.”

“Highlands was recently recognized by
USA Today as a 10Best destination in the
small-town shopping category. Businesses
such as HOP Gallery are the reason why
Highlands continues to offer unique shop-
ping experiences for residents and visitors
alike. Additionally, we know that the arts
fuel our community by encouraging creativ-
ity, innovation and collaboration — and just
adding to our beauty. We're delighted HOP
Gallery is here,” says Kaye McHan, execu-
tive director of the Highlands Chamber of
Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC.

Formed in 1931 to serve as the voice of
business, the Highlands Chamber of Com-
merce has grown to provide services and
support to businesses, residents and visitors.
Conveniently located on Main Street in the
Marchant-Parker-Davis-Patterson House, its
Highlands Welcome Center is open to all
who visit, live and work in the community.

Pictured (L-R) are Ben Nelson from neighboring store Silver Eagle, Kaye McHan, executive di-
rector of the Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC, Tiho Trichkov, owner of HOP
Gallery, and another member of the Silver Eagle team celebrating with a traditional ribbon cutting

ceremony.

A& E
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The Super 60s Band will be performing at the Aug. 5 concerts in the Creek at Bridge Park in Sylva
recreating the 60s atmosphere of not only music but with audio and visual techniques of that time.

Take a trip back in time with The
Super ’60s Band August 5 in Sylva

The 13th season of Concerts on the Creek
continues on Friday, Aug. 5, with aperform-
ance by The Super ' 60s Band from 7-9 p.m.,
at the Bridge Park in Sylva, N.C.

The Super '60s Band is a unique presen-
tation that strivesto recreate the atmosphere
of the '60s through not only the music, but
through audio and visua techniques that
were relevant in that period.

So turn on your lava lamp, light somein-
cense, throw on your bell bottoms, slip on
your tie-dye shirt and take a trip with The
Super ' 60s.

Concerts on the Creek are held every Fri-
day night from 7-9 p.m. at the Bridge Park in
Sylva, from Memoria Day through Labor

Day.

YOUR GUIDE TO

Everyoneisencouraged to bring achair or
blanket. These events are free but donations
are encouraged and welcomed. Dogs must
be on aleash. No smoking, vaping, tents or
coolers are allowed in the park.

These concerts are organized and pro-
duced by the Jackson County Chamber of
Commerce, the Town of Sylvaand the Jack-
son County Parks and Recreation DepartFor
more information, call the chamber at 828-
586-2155, visit www.mountainlovers.com or
Concerts on the Creek's Facebook page.

Remaining on the schedule are;

Tuxedo Junction - Aug. 12

Ska City - Aug 19

Dashboard Blue - Aug. 26

AlmaRuss Band - Sept 2

AREA DINING

EOUH O U S E

EATING OuT

. . THE WAIT (S OVER/
ROKIQ(’III:I;—N Eﬁ%&EL . WE ARE NOW OPEN 28 E. ?AQIIF‘;T5RE6E’T70F?A?K4L-IN NC

At Our New Location Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 ¢ Wed. 8-4 e Sat. 10-3
828.369.3663

38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC
77 East Main St. Downtown Franklin, NC - at the top of town hill

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

Summer Hours: Monday-Thursday 1lam-9pm Friday - Saturday 1lam-10pm
Dwinks & i 4-5pm
Reservations Suggested

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
Check out our webwsite, Facebook & Jnstagram

Mon —Thurs 11am - 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am - 9pm e Closed Sun

vetvery (575.3860.9999
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First ever ArtFest coming up Aug. 11-13

Macon County Art Association
(MCAA) is celebrating its 60th an-
niversary with what its members
hope will be an annual event. The
organization’s first-ever ArtFest
takes place Aug. 11-13, at the
Macon County Public Library,
with a fundraising celebration at
Tartan Hall Saturday night, Aug.
13, at 7 a.m., featuring local musi-
cal trio Blue Jazz, as well as re-
freshments, a silent auction, a
raffle, and more. Monies raised
support Macon County arts pro-
grams and teachers.

The ArtFest is a free event for
children and adults that will in-

clude art demonstrations, classes,
workshops, and films.

ArtFest organizer and artist
Carol Conti said, “Art of all kinds
is so important to the cultural
health of a community. By focus-
ing on art education in Macon County schools, we hope to
develop more artists and art enthusiasts for the future.”

programs.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, August 11

—10a.m. - OUTSIDE:

Children’s Sidewalk Chalk Art Face Painting

Debra Carroll — mini-workshop paint pour - ages 13 & up

—10a.m. - INSIDE:

Jeff Marley — SCC’s Heritage Art Program, paint your own
clay — all ages

Mary Bennett — henna body art presentation — all ages

— 12 p.m. — Children’s animated movie: “Linnea in
Monet’s Garden” (family)

—1:30 p.m. - OUTSIDE:

Children’s Sidewalk Chalk Art Face Painting

Debra Carroll — mini-workshop paint project — ages 6 - 12

—1:30 p.m. — INSIDE:

Verlee Jones — demonstration water color landscape on
Japanese rice paper — all ages

— 6 p.m. — Movie: “Loving Vincent” — PG-13 (first fully
painted animated film)

Friday, August 12
— 10a.m. - OUTSIDE:

Local Artist Carol Conti, along with Macon County Art Association volunteers, are organiz-
ing the first-ever ArtFest, to be held at the Macon County Public Library Aug. 11-13. Conti
painted a mountainscape that will be raffled to help raise money for area art teachers and

Jon Houglum — demonstration plein air oil painting — all
ages

Maryellen Tully — demonstration painting on silk — all
ages

—10 a.m. - INSIDE:

Terrie Prestia — mini-workshop clay building project —
ages 12 +

Frank Smith — mini-workshop bamboo art — ages 5+

Cheryl Harris — watercolor on clay board presentation —all
ages

—12 p.m. — Movie: “Mary Cassatt: American Impression-
ism” (drama/family)

—1:30 p.m. — INSIDE:

John Sill — demonstration watercolor wildlife painting —
all ages

Teresa Bouchonnet — mini-workshop, weaving - ages 8+

Carol Lynn Johnson- fused glass presentation — all ages

—2:30 p.m. — INSIDE:

Joni Mitchell — wire wrapped jewelry presentation — all
ages

— 6 p.m. — Movie: “Frida” — R (based on Mexican artist
Frida Kahlo)

Saturday, August 13
—10a.m. - OUTSIDE:
Jesse Dallas — demonstration abstract art using spray paint

—all ages

—10 a.m. — INSIDE:

Toni Treverton — demonstration pastel portrait w/live
model — all ages

— 12 p.m. — Movie: “Leonardo: A Dream of Flight”
(drama/ family)

—1:30 p.m. — INSIDE:

Poané - demonstration mixed media — all ages

Kathleen Woodring — precious clay jewelry presenta-
tion —all ages

Cathy Casano — painting baby chicks presentation —
all ages

Copies of the schedule may be found at the Uptown
Gallery on Main Street.

Tickets for the Saturday, Aug. 13, fundraiser event may
be purchased at MCAA’s Uptown Gallery, 30 Main
Street, in Franklin. Pre-event price is $25 per ticket,

Local artist Poané will be demonstrating with mixed media Saturday,
Aug. 13, at the Uptown Gallery’s ArtFest on the grounds of the Macon

County Public Library.

while the price at the event is $35 per ticket. Raffle tick-
ets for an original Carol Conti mountainscape painting
may also be purchased at the Uptown Gallery.

Antiques, Furniture, Plants & Gifts

BUY 1, GET 1 FREE
HOUSE PLANTS
(828)524-2419 304 Depot St.  Franklin, NC

(located next door to Sophisticut)

OPEN 7 BAYS A WEkk!

ANTIQUES,SHOPS & RV PARK

In Stock Now!
While Supplies Lasts

Financing
Available

%

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm Sat 8am-12pm

537 W. Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC

828-524-8911 « maconrentalco.com
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= Residential
= Commercial

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors
and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer
Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Steve Raby
Owner

Kaylee's Closet
Failhfully giving to

foster families

| Franklin, NC ¢ (828) 371-0992

SPECIAL
ADOPTION
FEES
THRU

AUG. 15

DOGS *20
CATS *10

1377 Lakeside Dr. « Franklin, NC
MACON COUNTY e e o

ANIMAL SERVICES cALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Ways to manage hot weather garden woes

Melinda Myers — Columnist

Poor flowering and misshapen or a lack of
fruit on tomatoes, peppers and squash may be
due to the weather, not your gardening skills.
Temperature extremes can interfere with
flowering and fruit set on these and other veg-
etables in your garden.

We watch for and can’t wait to taste that
first red ripe tomato. It is certainly frustrating
when we see flowers drop or the plant fails to
form fruit. Tomatoes thrive in warm sunny
conditions; but temperature extremes can pre-
vent fruiting, cause misshapen fruit, or reduce
the size of the harvest.

When daytime temperatures rise above
90°F and night temperatures remain above
70° F blossom drop and poor fruit develop-
ment may occur. Combine this with low hu-
midity and the pollen is not viable. In hot and

humid conditions, the pollen is too sticky and

doesn’t move from the male to the female

part of the flower. Without pollination the flowers won’t be
fertilized, and fruit will not develop.

Cool weather can result in poor fruiting. Night tempera-
tures below the optimum of 59° to 68°F will reduce the
amount and viability of pollen that the plant produces. Less
viable pollen means fewer fruit will form. Cooler tempera-
tures below 55°F can result in misshapen fruit and catfacing.
Fortunately, the malformed fruit is still tasty and safe to eat.

Temperature extremes also impact pepper productivity.
When temperatures climb to 95°F or higher the pollen is
sterile and flowers may drop. Small fruit may also fall from
the plant during such hot spells. Pepper plants also experi-
ence poor fruit set when night temperatures drop below 60°F
or rise above 75° F.

Tomatoes and peppers aren’t the only vegetables impacted
by temperature extremes. Eggplants, a close relative to
tomatoes and peppers, do not set fruit until night tempera-
tures are above 55°F. Beans stop flowering or the flowers
die when temperatures rise above 85° F.

Flowering in squash and cucumber plants is also influ-
enced by temperature and other environmental factors.
These plants produce separate male and female flowers. The
male flowers usually appear

Melinda Myers

begin producing fruit.

If poor productivity related to the weather is a yearly
problem, consider planting more heat tolerant varieties, ad-
just planting times and look for more suitable growing lo-
cations.

When the harvest is delayed, extend the season with the
help of row covers. These fabrics allow sunlight, air, and
water through while trapping heat around the plants. Just
loosely cover plants and anchor the edges with stones,
boards, or landscape stapes when frost is in the forecast. You
can leave the fabric in place for the remainder of the year.
Just lift it to harvest and secure the fabric when done.

If this summer’s weather leaves you disappointed with the
harvest, remember there is always next year.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including the recently released Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” DVD in-
stant video series and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment TV & radio program. Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and
her website is www.MelindaMyers.com.

first and it is not until both
the male and female flowers
are present that pollination,
fertilization and fruit produc-
tion can occur.

Research found cool tem-
peratures, bright sunlight,
and shorter days encourage
female flower production
while male flowers are more
prolific during warmer tem-
peratures, less sunlight and
close spacing. Flowering on
squash and cucumbers is also
impacted by nitrogen fertil-
ization. Too much can pre-
vent female flower formation
while insufficient amounts
can reduce the number of
male flowers.

The simplest solution is to
wait for optimum tempera-
tures and the proper humid-

ity levels to return. Once this
happens, the plants will

Misshapen fruit and some other issues can be the result of temperatures dropping below 55°F.

Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com
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William R. ‘Jami€' Ledford

William R. "Jamie" Ledford, 48, went
home to be with his Lord and Savior on
Friday, July 29, 2022. He was born Dec.
27, 1973, in Jackson County to Jim and
Pauline Ledford. He liked to hunt, fish,
and work on the family farm. He was a
member of Prentiss Baptist Church. He
loved his family and helping anyone in
need. His greatest love was Jesus. He
loved to read his Bible and talk with the
Lord in dally prayers.

In addition to his parents, he is sur-
vived by a son, Lake Ledford; a daugh-

ter, Gracie Ledford; a sister, Chrissy

Brogden and husband Dustin; two
nieces, Heidi and Abby Brogden; a
nephew, Cole Brogden; and many aunts, uncles, and cousins.

A celebration of life servicewill beheld at alater date at the fam-
ily farm.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Ledford
family.

William R. Ledford

Barbara L ourena Raby Williams

Barbara Lourena Raby
Williams, 92, passed away on July
2, 2022.

A memorial service will be held
on Wednesday, Aug. 10, at 11 am.
at Macon Funera Home. Pastor
Steve Reeves will officiate. The
family will receive friendsfrom 10
until 11 am. prior to the service.

Macon Funera Home is han-
dling arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations can be made to the Hospice

House Foundation WNC, PO Box

815, Franklin, NC 28744, or the
charity of one's choice.

Barbara Williams

Emily Katherine Potter

Emily Katherine Potter, 81,
went to her heavenly home to be
with her Lord God on July 26,
2022. She was born in
Charlestown, N.H., on Dec. 30,
1940, to the late Caroline Howard
and Gordon Henry Williams.

Sheis survived by her husband
of 56 Years, Ernest Fredrick Pot-
ter; adaughter, Caroline Woodruff
Turley of Black Mountain, N.C.; a
son, David Richard Potter of Mt.
Laurel, N.J.; two grandchildren,

Dr. Alan van den Arend and Lau-
ren Potter, both of Mt. Laurel, N.J.
She was an avid reader of the
Bible, books and magazines and was a wonderful cook.
A memorial service will be held at First United Methodist
Churchin Franklin, at alater date. Rev. David Beam will officiate.
The family would like to thank CarePartners Hospice for their
wonderful care.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Emily Katherine Potter

Albert ‘“Woody’ Long Jr.

Albert “Woody” Long Jr., 78,
passed away July 29, 2022. He
wasbornin Lakeland, Fla,, Feb. 5,
1944, to the late Albert Woodrow
Long Jr. and Marion S. Long. He
was of the Baptist faith.

Woody and Margaret moved to
Franklinin 1987. They owned and
Operated Long Power Equipment
for many years. He was best
known for being one of the best
chainsaw sharpeners in Macon,
County. He loved to sit outside in
his swing and watch nature.

Survivorsincludehiswifeof 58 A |pert “‘Woody’ Long Jr.
years, Margaret S. Long; two
sons, Woody M. Long and wife Gayle of Hubert, N.C., and
William Z Long and wife Crystal of Franklin, N.C.; five grand-
children, Brad, Kelli, Blair, Alex, and Jake; several great- grand-
children; and a brother, David S. Long of Franklin.

In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by a sister,
Nancy Mosco and a sister-in-law, Terry Long.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, Aug. 6, from 4
to 6 p.m. at Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory.

Online condolences can be left at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Long
family.

Jimmie Leon Gray

Jimmie Leon Gray, 62, passed away on July 21, 2022.

No public services are planned.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care ishonored to served the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Susan Nolan Orr

Susan Nolan Orr, 77, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Saturday, July 16, 2022.

She was born in New Jersey, to
the late Vincent Nolan, and Mar-
ion Scully Nolan. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband.

She was raised in Miami, Fla,
where she attended the University
of Miami and Sullins College in
Bristol, Va., earning amaster’s de-
greein education. Sherelocated to
Franklin and taught and worked in
administration at Rabun Gab Nacoochee School for 32 years. She
enjoyed reading, crafting, and watching movies and loved spend-
ing time with her grandchildren.

Sheissurvived by children, JamesB Orr 111 (Bonnie), and John
B Orr (Kimberly); grandchildren, Diego Holland, Dominique Hol-
land, Jamie Orr, Keaira Orr, LarissaOrr; and sister Jeanie Timmins

Susan Nolan Orr

(Tom)
A service will be held at alater date.
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneral home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Evelyn ‘Tim’ Craine Picklesimer

Evelyn “Tim” Craine Picklesimer, 74, of Highlands, N.C.,
passed away on Friday, July 29, 2022.

Born in Rabun County, Georgia, she was the daughter of thelate
Phil and Carrie Isabell Henry Craine. In addition to her parents,
shewas preceded in death by eight siblings, Albert “Dick” Craine,
Lena Dendy, Lawrence “Chuck” Craine, Marie McCoy, Ethel
Ramey, Pete Craine, Richard Craine, and Katherine Craine.

She was amember of the Blue Valley Baptist Church. “Tim” as
she was affectionately known, loved fishing, hunting, being out-
doors, working in her flowers and garden, and reading.

She is survived by her husband of 55 years, Radford Pickles-
imer of Highlands; two sons, Archie Picklesimer of Albemarle,
N.C., and Dwain Picklesimer (Jill) of Franklin, N.C.; two grand-
children, Corey Picklesimer (Teresa) of Franklin, and Erin Pick-
lesimer of Franklin; and one great grandson, Hayden Lee
Picklesimer of Franklin; one brother, Ernest Craine of Clayton,
Ga.; one sister, Mary McCoy of Walhalla, S.C.; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held Wednesday, Aug. 3, at the High-
lands Memorial Park. Rev. Oliver Rice and Rev. Davis Hooper will
officiated.

Pallbearers were Radford Picklesimer, Dwain Picklesimer,
Corey Picklesimer, Austin Ramey, Lee Ramey, JR Dendy, and Dal-
ton Gray.

Inlieu of flowers, memorials can be madeto St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Bryant Loson Holland Memorial

Bryant Loson Holland, 78, went
to be with the Lord on April 14,
2020 at his home he built in
Franklin, with his caring family by
his side.

He was preceded in death by
parents, Denver and Delton Jen-
nings Holland; three sisters, Phyl-
lis Holland Caldwell, Bernice
Holland Penley and Marsha Hol-
land Mason; infant grandson,
Joseph Nicholson and grand-
daughter, Kristen Nicholson.

He is survived by his faithful
and loving wife of 48 years, Diane
Walters Holland; his sister, Audrey Holland Cook of Franklin;
granddaughter, Alicia Aughtman (Buck) and great grandson,
Jonathan, of Fort Bragg, N.C.; a grandson, Chance Dakota Hol-
land of Franklin.

A celebration of life will be held Sunday, Aug. 7, from 2 to 4
p.m. at Pine Grove Church. Desserts and drinks to follow. Friends
of the Holland family areinvited to bring adessert of their choice.

Bryant L oson Holland

View obituaries
online at

themaconcountynews. com

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle * Rabun Gap, GA 30568

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much
828-634-1966

668 Highlands Road e Franklin, NC
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Tyler Reddick fashions
convincing win at Brickyard

Reid Spencer —NASCAR Wire Service

SPEEDWAY, Ind. — The NASCAR Cup Series has anew
road course conqueror.

Tyler Reddick survived awild overtime battle against Ross
Chastain—who, as it turned out, was under penalty for fi-
nagling thefirst corner—to win Sunday’s Verizon 200 at the
Brickyard.

Reddick’sNASCAR Cup Seriesvictory at the 2.439-mile,
14-turn Indianapolis Motor Speedway Road Course was his
second this month, the second of his career and his second at
aroad course.

There was one fundamental difference between Reddick’s
win at the Brickyard and hisvictory on July 3 at Road Amer-
ica. Between the two triumphs, Reddick announced he would
leave Richard Childress Racing for 23X| Racing after the
2023 season.

But Reddick proved on Sunday that lame ducks can still go
fast.

“Well, we just know what we're capable of, and we did
that at Road America,” said Reddick, who led arace-high 38
laps on Sunday. “ Certainly, (the announcement) was
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NASCAR News

alittle bump in the road, but we went out and won a
race fair and square a couple weeks ago, and if we
change nothing, we keep working really, realy hard,
we find away back to Victory Lane.

“Just really glad to be able to do it here in Indi-
anapolis. Thisisonereally special place to race, and
really excited to kissthe bricks herein alittle bit and
really excited we got 3CHI awin in their hometown.”

After amulticar melee in Turn 1 sent the race to
overtime and dashed the hopes of Chase Elliott, who
had restarted second beside Reddick on Lap 80, Red-
dick lined up beside AJ Allmendinger for the over-
time restart.

Lining up fifth on Lap 85, Chastain steered wide
on the restart and opted for the access road beyond
the corner. Hereturned to the track after swapping the
lead with Reddick throughout the first lap of over-

Above: Tyler Reddick, driver of the #8 3CHI
Chevrolet, celebrates after winning the NASCAR
Cup Series Verizon 200 at the Brickyard at Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway on July 31, 2022 in In-
dianapolis, Ind.

Photo by Justin Casterline/Getty Images

Left: Tyler Reddick, driver of the #8 3CHI Chevro-
let, Austin Cindric, driver of the #2 Discount Tire
Ford, Chase Briscoe, driver of the #14 High-
Point.com Ford, and Christopher Bell, driver of
the #20 CRAFTSMAN Racing for a Miracle Toyota,
race during the NASCAR Cup Series Verizon 200
at the Brickyard at Indianapolis Motor Speedway
on July 31, 2022 in Indianapolis, Ind.

Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

time.
Reddick was shocked to see Chastain’s unorthodox strat-

“I was like, ‘Uh-oh,”” Reddick said. “But that was a sce-
nario that had been talked about. If you get bottled up, what
do you do? Take the access road. | couldn't believe he got
ahead of me. | was kind of waiting to seeif he was going to
have a penalty, because | didn't want to move him out of the
way and make his race worse than what it was.

“Yeah, | wasreadlly surprised by that, but, hey, we made it
work. Hats off to Rossfor trying to do that, but really glad it
didn't end up working out, because I'd have been pretty
pissed off.”

NASCAR frowned on Chastain’s artifice and assessed a
30-second penalty that dropped him to 27th at the finish, el-
evating DAY TONA 500 winner Austin Cindric to the run-
ner-up spot.

“Just trying not to be in the chaos therein Turn 1,” Chas-
tain said. “1 thought we were four-wide, and couldn't go any
farther right, and decided to take the NASCAR access lane
out there.

“Just pure reaction there, for our Worldwide Express
Chevy. | took it in practice on exit, overshooting Turn 1...
Yeah, just wanted to not get hit, and merged back on where
| merged.”

Harrison Burton came home third, followed by Todd
Gilliland and Bubba Wallace. The results were career bests
for Burton and Gilliland, and with Cindric, it marked the first
time since 1994 at Pocono that three rookies have finished in

thetop fivein a Cup race.

(Thethreerookies at Pocono were Joe Nemechek and Jeff
Burton and Ward Burton, Harrison Burton’s father and uncle
respectively.)

Despite amultitude of early spins, the first caution for an
accident in Sunday’srace didn’t come until Lap 62, and it set
the stage for the chaos that followed.

After green-flag pit stops, Reddick had built a lead of
more than three seconds over Christopher Bell when Kyle
Larson’s Chevrolet hurtled out of control into Turn 1 and
blindsided the Chevy of Ty Dillon with a bone-jarring im-
pact.
The resulting caution tightened the field and set up a
restart on Lap 65 with Reddick in the lead and Bell beside
him in the outside lane and Ryan Blaney trailing in third.

The outside lane on that restart and the two that followed
proved to be anathema for the drivers running second. Bell
was shuffled back on the Lap 65 restart and ultimately
caused the fourth caution with a blown right front tire that
spread debris on the track.

Chase Elliott, who was tracking Reddick before that yel-
low, spun in a three-wide sandwich in Turn 1 with Blaney
and William Byron on the Lap 80 restart. And defending race
winner AJAlImendinger, who had driven hisNo. 16 Chevro-
let to second despite a malfunctioning cool suit, was forced
wide on the overtime restart and dropped to seventh at the
finish.

Blaney also was a victim of the final restart, spinning in

Turn 1 and finishing 26th after spending the majority of the
afternoon in the top five and leading 17 laps, tied for second
most with Bell. That mishap cost Blaney a chance to put
more distance in the standings between himself and Martin
Truex Jr.

Blaney and Truex are 15th and 16th, respectively, in the
Playoff standings with four races left in the regular season.
After Sunday’s race, Blaney leads Truex by 25 points.

AJ Allmendinger scores dominant win in

Pennzoil 150 at the Brickyard

SPEEDWAY, Ind. — The NASCAR Xfinity Series Playoff
is still six races away, but AJ Allmendinger has already
clinched onetitle.

With his victory in Saturday’s Pennzoil 150 at the Brick-
yard, the driver of the No. 16 Kaulig Racing Chevrolet isthe
undisputed King of the Road.

Allmendinger was an irresistible force at the 2.439-mile,
14-turn Indianapolis Motor Speedway Road Course. He led
42 of the 62 laps and overcame a fraught 25-second pit stop
that dropped him from the lead to 13th for arestart on Lap
19.

The victory was Allmendinger’s third of the season—all
on road courses—and his fourth win in the last five Xfinity
Series races on circuits that turn right as well as |eft, dating
tohistriumphinlast year'sfal event at the Charlotte Roval.

Allmendinger passed runner-up Alex Bowman for thelead
after arestart on Lap 45, staying alongside Bowman's No. 17
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AJ Allmendinger, driver of the #16 Nutrien Ag Solutions Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Se-
ries Pennzoil 150 at the Brickyard at Indianapolis Motor Speedway on July 30, 2022 in Indianapolis, Ind.

Photo by James Gilbert

Chevrolet though Turn
1 and pulling clear
through Turn 2. All-
mendinger crossed the
finish line 2.084 sec-
onds ahead of the
Hendrick Motorsports
driver.

“God, I love this
place,” exclaimed All-
mendinger, who won
last year’s NASCAR
Cup Series race at the
vaunted Brickyard.

“I knew Bowman
was really good at the
long runs, and so I

tried to gap him as

Allmendinger lost 30, 2022 in Indianapolis, Ind.
track position on the
Lap 16 pit stop when his crew had difficulty changing the
right rear tire. But the 40-year-old driver from Los Gatos,
Calif., fought through traffic and advanced to third for a
restart on Lap 29.

He went three-wide to the inside on that restart and had the
lead as he exited Turn 1.

“We gave up stage points a little bit there as well, to the
guys we’re fighting for points,” Allmendinger said. “But you
know what? Points don’t mean a damn thing—we’re kissing
the bricks. Hell, yeah!”

Bowman began to cut into Allmendinger’s lead late in the
final 18-lap run green-flag run but ran out of time.

“I probably was a little too nice on that last restart,” said
Bowman, who was running his first Xfinity Series race since
2018. “T knew he was going to be better than us firing off...
At the end, we were definitely running him down— just not
enough laps.”

Justin Allgaier passed Ross Chastain on the final lap to
secure third place, with Chastain holding fourth. Chase
Briscoe came home fifth, followed by Riley Herbst, Sam

AJ Allmendinger, driver of the #16 Nutrien Ag Solutions Chevrolet, (C) Matt Kaulig, owner of Kaulig Rac-
much as I C(’)"ﬂd- God, ing (R) and Chris Rice, President of Kaulig Racing (L) celebrate by kissing the yard of bricks after win-
I'love Indy! ning the the NASCAR Xfinity Series Pennzoil 150 at the Brickyard at Indianapolis Motor Speedway on July

Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

Mayer, Ty Gibbs, Austin Hill
and Noah Gragson.

Gragson won the first stage
of the race and fellow JR Mo-
torsports driver Josh Berry
claimed victory in Stage 2.

Grant Enfinger charges to
win in Truck Series Playoff race

Grant Enfinger picked a fine
time to win his first race of the
season.

Charging to the front on
fresh tires after the TSport 200
went to overtime on Friday
night, Enfinger passed Zane
Smith for the lead on Lap 206
of 207 and went on to win the
first event in the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series

Playoff.

In the return of the series to Lucas Oil Indianapolis Race-
way Park for the first time since 2011, Enfinger beat runner-
up Ben Rhodes to the finish line by .477. Rhodes passed
Smith on the final lap to secure the second spot.

With his first victory since 2020 and the seventh of his ca-
reer, Enfinger gained automatic advancement to the second
round of the Playoffs after a regular season that saw a lack-
luster performance by his GMS Racing team and a reunion
with veteran crew chief Jeff Hensley before the July 9 race
at Mid-Ohio.

It was Hensley who brought Enfinger to pit road for a tire
change after Carson Hocevar knocked Colby Howard into
the outside wall on Lap 191 of 200. That call proved deci-
sive.

“We’ve just been off a little bit as an organization,” En-
finger said. “We’ve been working so hard ... but we’ve had
a terrible season to this point. But we had a great Chevrolet
all day. It felt like every time we got into the lead, a caution
came out, and it put Hensley in a bad spot. I knew from ex-
perience to just trust his gut.”

Zane Smith held third in a finish that was not without con-
troversy. The Playoft’s top seed entering the race, Smith had
crowded Chandler Smith into the outside wall earlier in the
event, damaging both trucks.

Zane Smith also sustained damage in a three-truck inci-
dent involving Lawless Allen and Chase Purdy, but he
brought his No. 38 Ford to pit road for fresh tires on Lap 156
and worked his way forward over the closing 40 laps.

On the final restart on Lap 206, Zane Smith pinched even-
tual 10th-place finisher John Hunter Nemechek into the out-
side wall and took the top spot until Enfinger made the
winning pass.

It was Nemechek, though, who sent the race to overtime
when he spun race leader Taylor Gray in Turn 3 on Lap 199
of a scheduled 200.

Nemechek insisted the accident was unintentional.

“Sometimes you’re the bug and sometimes you’re the
windshield, and tonight we were the bug,” said Nemechek,
who led a race-high 75 laps and won the first stage. “I made
a mistake early on and spun myself, and we had a restart
there at the end on old tires.”

Playoff driver Stewart Friesen finished fourth behind Zane
Smith, followed by Corey Heim, Tyler Ankrum and Layne
Riggs. Playoff drivers Ty Majeski, Matt Crafton and Ne-
mechek completed the top 10.

Those results left Crafton and 16th-place finisher Christian
Eckes seven points below the current cut line. After the third
race of the first round, the Playoff field will be trimmed from
10 drivers to eight. Hocevar is eighth in the standings, seven
points to the good.

Grant Enfinger, driver of the #23 Champion Power Equipment Chevrolet, celebrates in victory
lane after winning the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series TSport 200 at Indianapolis Race-
way Park on July 29, 2022 in Indianapolis, Ind.

Photo by Justin Casterline/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE answers oNPG. 15

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: THE 1970s

ACROSS

1. Come clean, with "up"
5.* -a-Soup, launched
in 1972

8. Hefty volume

12. Maui party

13. Detective's assignment
14. One that insists

15. Seed covering

16. Dull pain

17. Waltz, in France

18. *Francis Ford Coppola's
"The "

20. Part of an eye

21. H. pylori consequence
22. Labor org.

23. *'Feathered" 1970s icon
26. One who delivers coal
30. *1978's "Night Fever"
spent 8 weeks in this Bill-
board slot

31. Fire-breathing monster,
Greek mythology

34. Type of list

35. Open-mouthed

37. Acorn producer

38. Glossy fabric

39. Denim innovator

40. Enlist or talk into (2
words)

42. Golf accessory

43. Gracefully thin

45. Meat and vegetable stew
47. Stumblebum

48. One way to prepare an
€09

50. Chicken pox mark

52. *Type of 1970s shoes
56. Top dog

57. Laughing on the inside,
in a text

58. Bye, to Sophia Lauren
59.*1971's "Sooneror "

by the Grass Roots
60. *'Beneath the Planet of the

61. Very light brown

62. Research facil.

63. *Progressive rock band of
"Roundabout" fame

64. Fishing pole spool

DOWN

1. Capturethe __

2. Continental capital

3. Aforementioned

4. Substance with rotten egg
smell

5. Secret stash

6. Theater employee

7. Jury member

8. *Olivia Newton-John's 1978
co-star

9. Eye amorously

10. Table hill

11. Before, to a bard

13. Can't-get-it-off-one's-mind
kind

14. Throat dangler

19. Winged

22. Charge carrier

23. Young horses

24. *One of three 1970s TV
crime-fighting women

25. Plunder

26. *"I'd like to buy the world a

27. "Semper Fidelis" to U.S.

Marines, e.g.

28. Bye, to Edith Piaf

29. Group of nine singers

32. *'Rich Man, __ Man"
miniseries

33. As opposed to mishap

36. *Salvador Allende succes-
sor

38. Chow down

40. Game official, for short

41. Inflammation of iris

44, Capital of Senegal

46. Footstuffs merchant

48. North face, e.g.

49. Intensely dislikes

50. Architectural drawing

51. Prefers

52. *Neil Simon's "The Sun-
shine Boys," e.g.

53. *Interview with the Vam-
pire" author

54. Kate Winslet as __ of
Easttown

55.* _ Train"

56. *'Thrilla in Manila" winner

$8 OO 20 words

26 W. Main Street * Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

SUDOKU aNswERs ON PG. 15
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senices Wi vated Garage & Vard Sais

HYDROSEEDING & SOD
LAWNS Now Is The Time!
Ron’s Hydroseeding.
(828)332-4415.

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes, Steps,
Retaining Walls, Grading,
Gravel, Design, Grounds Main-
tenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free
Estimates (828)524- 6959.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & In-
stallation of Pumps and Iron
Removal Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

GREENTHUMB LAWN SER-
VICES Do you need Spring
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping, Leaf Blowing,
Handyman Services. 18 Years
Experience. Call (828)421-
8847.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon
County Area, 26 Years Mowing
Experience. Starting at $35.
Call (828)524-0114.

MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also Painting, New Construc-
tion, Repairs, 30 Years Experi-
ence, (828)200- 4478.

HALL'S WINDOW Cleaning
25 Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH
Exterior Pressure Washing,
our goal is to keep your prop-
erty happy and healthy! For
any questions call (828)200-
5298 We're happy to help.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems,
Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524- 8650, (828)347-
6793 Excellent References.

HAUL-4-U & Minor Home Re-
pairs, Removal of Garbage,
Trash, Rubbish, Appliances,
Residential/Commercial
Clean-outs. Free Estimates.
No Job to Small. (828)332-
7175.

SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 0r(954)650-3851.

DIESCHER ELECTRICAL Pro-
fessional Service Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully in-
sured. 20+ years experi-
ence.(845)807-1326.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.

MURPHY’S PAINTING COMP
ANY Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Sheetrock repair, wallpaper
removal, Log Homes, Decks, In-
sured. Free esti-
mates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.

GIBSON'’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

Community Fundraisers

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369- 2040.

FRIENDS OF GREENWAY
Rappin’ Up the Summer Chil-
dren’s Singer/Songwriter Event,
Wednesday’s, July 27, Aug. 3,
10:30-11:30am, Frog Quarters,
573 E. Main St. $4 Registration
Fee; Under 2 yrs., Free.
(828)369-8488.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RES-

CUE Thrift Store, Open Tuesday

thru Saturday, 9am-4pm, 1521

Old Murphy Rd., (828)369-
3046.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building Ma-
terials, Doors & Windows, Appli-
ances & More! (828)524-5273.
Sylva Re-Store, 1315 W. Main
St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.
10-4pm.

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524- 4588.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6" Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

OLDER WOMAN Live in
Housekeeper and Cook. Inquire
at (828)349-8584.

PART-TIME SHUTTLE BUS
Drivers Needed for Cullowhee,
CDL with Passenger and Air
Brake Endorsement Required.
Contact Corey (636)577- 1919
cheilandgws@yahoo.com

HOME CARE PARTNERS
Want a flexible work schedule
with benefits? Mon—Fri. No
nights or weekends. Full and
Part-time positions. Help some-
one remain independent in their
home rather than be institution-
alized. Alot of people need a lit-
tle help and you could be that
someone who cares. Up to
$12.50 per hour. Call Home
Care Partners (828)586-1570
or (828)507-6065. Applications
available at 525 Mineral Springs
Drive, Sylva.

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
is looking to hire a full-time indi-
vidual to assist in the paint de-
partment. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections and
sundry items, stocking shelves
and daily cleaning. Must be able
to lift 50 pounds. This individual
must be dependable, self-moti-
vated, have great customer
service skills and be willing to
learn. We will offer on-the-job
training, so experience is not
necessary. For more informa-
tion, call Derek Taylor @
(828)200-9226, or stop by
Cashiers Color Center to fill out
an application.

Real Estate

3-25 ACRES 15 minutes south
of Highlands bordering pro-
tected Chattooga River head-
waters. Amazing views,
springs, good road. $20k/acre
and up. Owned by one family
for 180 years. First time avail-
able as small tracts. (910)689-
6177.

Commercial Rentals

LAKE FRONT COZzY COT-
TAGE 1BD/1BA Easy Access,
Close To Town, Fully Furnished.
Ideal Corporate, Long Term or
Vacation  Rental.  $1200/
monthly, plus utilities. No pets.
Franklin (770)757- 7500 Sarah
Miller.

FANTASTIC GARAGE SALE
Friday and Saturday, 9am-
2pm, Aug. 5 & 6, No Early
Birds, 162 Fox Ridge Circle,
Lots of Bargains; Tools,
Painters Supplies, Airless Paint
Sprayer, 6000 W. Generator, 2
Pressure Washers, 2 Sets of
Golf Clubs with bags, House-
hold Items, Linens, Antiques,
Etc.

SATURDAY, 8/6, 8AM-4PM
Turn left on Bennett Road and
Follow Signs From lotla Bridge
to 82 Lyle Downs Rd. Rain or
Shine.

LOST STATE CREDIT UNION
Envelope with money inside.
Lost at Macon Plaza or West-
gate Plaza. About 3 weeks
ago. Any information call
(828)347- 3764 or (828)524-
2864.

Misc. For Sale

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE'’S , Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, G.I. 5 gallon
Gas/Water Cans! We Buy, Trade
all Types Clothes, Field Gear.
Open Monday- Friday 9-6, Sat-
urday 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge
Rd. Franklin, (828)349-3140.
bandmmilitarysurplus.com,
bandmsurplus@gmail.com

NEW LG GAS STOVE Black
Stainless never hooked up. 30
inch 5 burner self cleaning air fry
convection oven free standing
gas range. $1,200. (828)369-
7807.

28" ENCLOSED CAR TRAIL-
ER Ramp Rear Door, Electric
Brakes, Four New Tires, $4,500.
Excellent Condition (828)369-
0604.

WHIRLPOOL MODEL
WFE770HOFZ 30" 6.4 cu.ft. Fin-
gerprint Resistant Stainless
Steel Electric Smoothtop Range.
Approx 4 yrs old, Excellent Con-
dition. Replaced with a gas
stove. $495. (828)349-3140.

Lost & Found

LOST STATE CREDIT UNION
Envelope with money inside.
Lost at Macon Plaza or West-
gate Plaza. About 3 weeks ago.
Any information call (828)347-
3764 or (828)524-2864.

Visit Us Online at

TheMaconCountyNews.com

NOW OFFERING
SEALTECH LEAK TESTING

“ 9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto,NC

IN OTTO QINCE 1998! 828-349-4500

Complete
Tree Removal

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

I
]

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
e

< (FLDILY
AUTO O

Complete Auto Repair Shop

Thank you to all of our customers for
another successful year of business!

|

Mon. - Fri. 8-5

(828)369-2155

976 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

o u f-\ f'\

NO GREDIT CARD FEES!
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