
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

The Town of Franklin has owned what is known as the
Whitmire property since 2004.  For many years, town offi-
cials have transpired to determine a use for the 12.71 acre
tract at 15 First Street. For the last few years, portions of the
property have been used for individuals to play disc golf,
and more recently a portion of the land was set aside for a fu-
ture skate park. However, a special-called meeting of the
Town of Franklin Town Council convened on Tuesday, Aug.
30, in the Town Hall Board Room, to generate additional
thoughts and ideas regarding potential future uses of the
Whitmire property. 

At the meeting’s outset, Mayor Jack Horton asked long-
time council member Joe Collins to provide the board and
meeting attendees with historical background about the
Whitmire Property. Collins explained that the property,
which originally included an early 1900s-built home, was
purchased from the Whitmire family, long-time Franklin
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Macon County Veteran Services sponsored a Smoky Mountains Veteran Stand Down last Thursday at the Robert C. Carpenter
Building. The event was created to address the needs of veterans who are homeless, at risk of becoming homeless or are strug-
gling to get by and cannot afford proper care. Among the free services offered were haircuts, dental screening, employment re-
sources, information on veteran’s benefits, legal issues, housing and more. A meal was provided for those in attendance. For
more photos, see page 12. Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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Town planner Justin Setser brought visuals of the Whitmire
property to a special-called Town of Franklin Council meeting
on Aug. 31. 
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residents. (Western Carolina University’s football stadium is
named for E.J. Whitmire.) The initial plan for the property
was to build a town hall, police depart-
ment, and public works facility. How-
ever, advice from planning experts at the
time focused on locating such services
downtown instead on the outskirts of
town. Thus, the basement at Town Hall at
95 N.E. Main Street, which had previ-
ously housed the police department, was
renovated to accommodate Town Council
meetings, etc. The police department was
relocated to Palmer Street, and the Whit-
mire property sat vacant. 
In 2018, a thorough study was com-

pleted to “collect and view current plans,
strategies, and project information related
to community and areawide economic
development initiatives…” related to the
property. Various mixed uses were con-
sidered, taking into consideration the
property’s flood plain,  proximity to the
Little Tennessee River, and flat spaces. 
After Collins provided some back-

ground, Mayor Horton asked each coun-
cil member to share thoughts on what he
or she envisioned would be the best use for the Whitmire
property. 
“The town has a nice piece of property that is already

equipped with water, sewer, and natural gas,” he said. “So
what do we want to do with it?  What’s a good public use for
it? The board has been wrestling with what to do with this
asset – to make it beneficial for the people in this jurisdic-
tion…taxpayers who paid for this property.” 
Town planner Justin Setser shared posterboard images of

the property with the council to remind each member about
the dimensions, and other information and he also pointed
out that the property is currently zoned all commercial: C2. 
Each council member shared input, ranging from mixed

use to recreation/entertainment to residential. David
Culpepper offered, “The Whitmire property is why I got in-

volved as a member of council. I approached the town about
a bicycle pump track on the property and then I became a
council member after that. I felt then and I feel now that
until we invest in the youth with outdoor recreational op-
portunities, we will not see problems with our youth cease
to exist.” Culpepper added that when youth are not inter-
ested in athletics, and instead might be interested in cycling,
skateboarding, roller skating, rock climbing, and more, they
have not had a place in town to gather with peers to partic-
ipate in such activities. “We’re not going to grow as a town
if we don’t take care of our kids.”
“I agree with David,” said Adam Kimsey. “I think using

the property for recreation is a good option.”
“Most importantly, I would like to stop the can from

rolling down the road,” said Stacey Guffey. “We’ve had
long enough to think about what to do with this property.
After we decided to allow the skate park to be there, I now
see the value of a recreation complex that includes other op-
portunities.”
Rita Salain said, “It’s a beautiful piece of property and I

think it was smart for the council to purchase it, but I’m
convinced mix use development is the way we should go.
Studies show over and over again that we don’t have
enough housing in Macon County.” 
Collins indicated he would like to see an amphitheater,

possibly for outdoor concerts, Shakespeare and other plays,
as well as a pavilion built in the “open green space.”
Mayor Horton brought up that before anything might be

constructed at the Whitmire property, an archeological
study may be necessary. “There’s a high probability that
there could be Cherokee artifacts since this area was popu-
lated by Cherokee.” In addition, the Whitmire property is
just across the Little Tennessee River from the Nikwasi
Mound.
All in all, the council agreed that Town Manager Amie

Owens and staff could work on bringing ideas forward and
establish a preliminary plan that focused on three potential
use priorities for the Whitmire property: recreational, en-
tertainment, and housing. Stacy Guffey made an official
motion and it was approved. 
The council also agreed to explore opportunities to work

with the Macon County Board of Commissioners on future
plans for the Whitmire property. 

The Town of Franklin purchased the Whitmire property 18 years ago for $1.5 million.
Discussions have ensued over the years among various elected officials about what
to do with the property located at 15 First Street in East Franklin.

Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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Educators of the Year share reasons why they do what they do
Diane Peltz - Contributing Writer

Teacher of the Year
Mariah Rascati has been named Teacher of the Year

(TOY) for Macon County Schools. Rascati has been
teaching for six years.  She taught first grade for three
years in Florida, then when she moved to North Carolina
in 2019 she began teaching third grade at Cartoogechaye
Elementary School. She received her Bachelor’s Degree in
Early Childhood Education from the University of Cen-
tral Florida in Orlando, Fla.

She says if she were to give advice to someone thinking
about going into teaching it would be, “don’t underesti-
mate the lifelong impact you can have in a child’s life. It
is amazing how big a factor you can play in the life of a
student by just spending nine months, a school year, with
them. Being an educator is powerful.”

As far as what she likes about teaching Rascati said, “I
love watching the students fall in love with learning. I love
seeing their eyes light up after working so hard to under-
stand a concept.  When it finally ‘clicks’ in their heads,
that moment is so rewarding.”

She said one of the challenging things about teaching
is, “the weight of taking things home, not just physical pa-
pers home to grade, but any burdens your students are car-
rying, you begin to worry, too.” 

Her favorite quote is “How monotonous the sounds of
the forest would be if the music came only from the top
ten birds,” By Dan Bennett.

Ms. Rascati is recently married to her “sweet” husband,
Josh. They have no children yet and no pets.  She likes
reading with a cup of coffee in her hand, enjoying the out-
doors, attending live sports, traveling to new places and
spending time with family and friends.

“I’m very honored to have received this award for
Teacher of the Year for Macon County.  This past year could-
n’t have been possible without my incredible teammates,

Pauletta Clark and Kayla Cabe and the supportive adminis-
tration of Michelle Bell and Caleb Parham at Iotla Valley. I
look forward to serving Macon County for years to come.”

Principal of the year
Michelle Bell, principal of Iotla Valley Elementary School,

has been selected as Principal of the Year.  
Bell has been in education since graduating from the Uni-

versity of North Texas in 1988. She has taught second grade,
fourth grade, fifth grade writing, fifth grade reading, and
fifth grade science.

Some attributes that Bell says makes her a good principal
is, “I like to think that I don't ask my teachers or staff to do
anything that I am not willing to do. I think we are here for
our students, and we should do our best to serve them.

“I have the best teachers in the county, we work well as a
team, helping each other out when we see a need.  Teaching
is no longer an independent practice.”

Some advice she might give to someone considering en-
tering the education field is, “I would suggest that they spend
some time in a classroom first to see how the classroom has
evolved from when they were in school. I would also suggest
that they surround themselves with positive people of all
ages, because we can learn so much from each other. Teach-
ing can be challenging, but the rewards far outweigh the
challenges.”

Bell implemented “The Leader In Me” program, at Iotla
Valley, several years ago.  She explains. 

“The Leader In Me is about empowering our students and
helping them to recognize the strengths they have within
themselves. It gives them the confidence to be engaged in
their education and community, and gives them the tools
they need to face any situation not only in the classroom, but
outside the school walls. We teach them Covey's 7 Habits of
happy kids (highly effective people”.)

Bell is married to Joe Bell, and they have two daughters,
Adrienne Buchanan and Savannah Bloemsma.

She loves spending time outdoors doing yard work and
reading.

“I have two quotes that I really like. One is my signature
on my emails, ‘Limits exist only in the souls of those who do
not dream.’ (Philippe Petite), the other is, ‘Dreams come in
a size too big so that we may grow into them.’

Iotla Valley Elementary School was well represented in the naming
of this year’s superlatives. Michelle Bell (L) was named Principal
of the Year and third grade teacher Mariah Rascati was named
Teacher of the Year.
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“I feel very honored to have been chosen as Princi-
pal of the Year. Our county has so many wonderful 
principals who work hard for the children of Macon 
County. 

“I love my job, I love our community and students, 
and I love the people I get the privilege of working with 
every day.” 

 
Support Person of the Year 
Blair King was chosen as Support Person of the Year 

for Macon County Schools. King has been in the edu-
cation profession for 16 years. Before becoming an as-
sistant principal he taught Wellness and Physical 
Education. He was also district school Health Coordi-
nator.  

King says he loves being inspired by kids and teach-
ers.   

“I love seeing a community support a school. I love 
the ‘people’ aspect of education.  No matter what pro-
gram or curriculum you have it doesn’t matter, if the 
focus isn’t on its people,” he said.  

Some advice he would give to someone thinking 
about going into the field of education is, “be in it for 
the kids. It’s the best profession in the world when your 
heart is in it.”  

He also says that he really can’t give teachers any 
advice.  

“The people here inspire me every day. All I can say 
is put kids first and invest in them. You won’t win them 
all and it may sound cliché but if you can impact just 
one child it’s all worth it.  You never know what that 
one encouraging word, that one game or concert you 
attend can do for a child. Sometimes all a child needs 
is someone to believe in them. 

“Kids for the most part will perform to the expecta-
tions you give them. Aim higher, set higher expecta-
tions of them, leave preconceived notions or someone 
else’s experience with them at the door and raise the 
bar. They may just surprise you.” 

Mr. King has a favorite quote from Rocky Balboa – 
“Let me tell you something you already know. The 
world ain’t all sunshine and rainbows. It’s a very mean 
and nasty place and I don't care how tough you are, it 
will beat you to your knees and keep you there perma-
nently if you let it. You, me, or nobody is gonna hit as 
hard as life. But it ain't about how hard you hit. It's 
about how hard you can get hit and keep moving for-
ward; how much you can take and keep moving for-
ward. That's how winning is done! Now, if you know 
what you're worth, then go out and get what you're 
worth. But you gotta be willing to take the hits, and not 
pointing fingers saying you ain't where you wanna be 
because of him, or her, or anybody. Cowards do that and 
that ain’t you. You’re better than that.” 

King has been married for 17 years to his wife Ash-
ley and they have two boys – Payton who starts high 
school this year and Parker who is in 6th grade. He 
loves football and baseball.  

“I love to stay active. When I finished high school I 
weighed in at 320 lbs. I lost around 100 of that in eight 
months in 2002 and have kept it off ever since. When I 
broke my neck and realized I wasn’t playing football 
anymore and I didn’t need to be that big and I set goals 
and went for them.” 

Another quote he feels is important is “No passion so 
effectually robs the mind of all its powers of acting and 
reasoning as fear.” – Edmund Burke, Statesman and 
Philosopher. 

Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin (R) presents FHS Assistant Principal Blair 
King with the Support Person of the Year Award.
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Franklin chamber welcomes Journey
Consulting to the business community 

The Franklin
Chamber of Com-
merce recently held a
ribbon cutting cele-
bration to welcome
Journey Coaching &
Consulting, LLC to
the Franklin business
community.  Journey
is located at 98 Hyatt
Road in the Franklin
Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Journey Coaching
& Consulting, LLC is
a personal develop-
ment business fo-
cused on helping
individuals set and at-
tain goals. Individual
coaching is available
in the areas of parent-
ing, grief, life, crisis
pregnancy, adop-
tion/birthmother, fos-
ter care, and more.
Additionally, consul-
tation services are
available for profes-
sional agencies who serve their communities
in the areas of pregnancy, adoption, and fos-
ter care.

“Our mission is to equip, educate, and em-
power all clients so they may have a positive
impact in their circle of influence” said

owner Lisa Holland.   “We are by appoint-
ment only and can be reached at 828-634-
1005 or by email at
Lisa@JourneyCoachingandConsulting.com.
Our website is www.journeycoachingand-
consulting.com,” said Holland.

Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting recently at
Journey Coaching & Consulting, 98 Hyatt Road. To make an appoint-
ment, call (828)634-1005 or email Lisa@JouneyCoachingandCon-
sultling.com

FHS Football 2-0 after win at Cherokee
Dan Finnerty
Contributing Writer

On the heels of their opening
game 24-7 win at Murphy, the
Franklin High School (FHS)
Panthers improved to 2-0 Au-
gust 26 with a close, hard
fought win over the Braves in
Cherokee, winning 14-12. Once
again, senior running back/tight
end Ty Handley proved critical
to the win with two touch-
downs, plus an interception
made almost immediately after
returning to the game following
a shoulder injury. Handley fin-
ished the game with 128 yards
rushing on 30 carries. Along
with his 27-carry, 217-yard per-
formance last week, Handley
was again named “Player of the
Game” for Franklin. 

In addition to Handley’s stel-
lar play, the Panther defense
created four turnovers, includ-
ing stopping the Braves on a 2-
point conversion that would
have tied the game with less
than one minute left. The offen-
sive line helped keep the ball in Franklin’s
possession, resulting in one 24-play drive
that ate up parts of the third and fourth quar-
ters. 

“Those were the big moments in the
game,” according to FHS Head Coach Josh
Brooks,

Tight end/back Ty Handley has been “Player of the Game”
due to running more than 300 yards in the last two Franklin
High School games.
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Love Animals? Love Art?

Art to the Rescue

AA bbeeaauuttiiffuull ffaallll sseettttiinngg wwhheerree 1122 ddiiffffeerreenntt llooccaall aarrttiissttss sshhooww tthheeiirr lloovvee ffoorr oouurr llooccaall 
hhuummaannee ssoocciieettyy wwiitthh aarrtt ttoo sseellll.. PPlluuss,, aa rraaffffllee,, ssiilleenntt aauuccttiioonn aanndd pprriizzeess.. MMuussiicc bbyy 

SSwweeeett CChhaarriittyy BBaanndd,, wwiinnee,, cchheeeessee aanndd aappppeettiizzeerrss iinncclluuddeedd iinn ttiicckkeett pprriiccee..

Show YOUR support by attending and having a great time!

Tickets $40
Advance tickets available at AARC Thrift Store, AARC Shelter, 

Franklin and Highlands Chamber of Commerce.

SSAAVVEE TTHHEE DDAATTEE
Sunday, Oct.23

3PM-6PM
The Vineyard at 37

High Holly, 
Scaly Mountain, NC

The game was delayed more than an hour
due to weather but FHS prevailed and came
up a winner. Still undefeated, the Panthers
will play in their home opener Friday, Sept.
2, at 7 p.m. against Swain Maroon Devils
who lost 21-20 to Smoky Mountain last
week and now stands at 1-1.
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2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536 
2022 Edge Sport 101 
2021 Kia Optima EX 20,010 
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263 
2020 Toyota Corolla SE 20,740 
2019 Dodge Challenger SXT 16,993 
2019 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT 55,584 
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009 
2019 Toyota Corolla LE 11,095 
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 53,520 
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692 
2018 Focus SE 44,403 
2018 Traverse LT AWD 95,105 
2017 Dodge Journey 110,982 
2016 Chevrolet Cruze RS 30,685 
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261 
2015 Mustang GT 45,724 
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152 

2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 
2021 GMC Yukon XL 53,356 
2021 Grand Cherokee L 13,279 
2020 Buick Encore 34,808 
2020 Chevrolet Suburban Premier 58,652 
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261 
2020 Grand Cherokee Trailhawk 26,226 
2020 Kia Telluride 71,254 
2019 Chevrolet Blazer RS 45,231 
2019 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 34,109 
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162 

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2019 Chevrolet Trax AWD 16,288 
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316 
2019 Honda Pilot EX 40,801 
2019 Jeep Cherokee 4x4 65,409 
2019 Kia Sedona EX 40,858 
2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT 23,569 
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386 
2018 Forerunner TRD Sport 65,055 
2018 Kia Soul 58,573 
2018 Nissan Murano 53,903 
2017 Rogue SV 58,866 
2016 Lexus RX 350 72,919 
2016 Sorrento LX 112,933 
2016 Toyota Sequoia 96,869 
2015 Chevrolet Traverse AWD 121,286 
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030 
2015 Suburban LT 92,352 
2014 Jeep Wrangler 59,335 

2022 2500 High Country 10,050 
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651 
2022 Ram 2500 5,273 
2021 2500 LT 4x4 16,442 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 RST 34,026 
2021 Chevrolet 1500 High Country 17,551 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado 8,980 
2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 
2021 Chevrolet LT Trailboss 34,069 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432 
2021 Colorado Z-71 12,912 
2021 F-150 Crew 4x4 32,251 

2021 Ford F-150 SuperCrew Cab 32,251 
2021 Jeep Gladiator 2,054 
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647 
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746 
2020 Chevrolet 2500 Diesel 8,241 
2020 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 52,944 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601 
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498 
2020 Colorado Ext Cab ZR2 26,842 
2020 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535 
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359 
2019 Colorado WT 4x4 6,261 
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811 
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592 
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577 
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542 
2018 Colorado ZR2 36,012 
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668 
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059 
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657 
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LT 126,328 
2016 Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 118,872 
2016 GMC Sierra SLT 61,530 
2016 Toyota Tacoma TRD 48,689 
2015 Ford F-150 Platinum 83,899 
2015 Ram 3500 Laramie                         184,881   
2014 Ram 1500 Sport Crew 4x4 107,828 

   COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET  
          REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE
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Big Brothers Big Sisters expanding operations into Macon County
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
Although the 100-plus-year-old national 

mentoring program, which has been sup-
ported by several presidents and prominent 
individuals, has been offered in other West-
ern North Carolina counties, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters (BBBS) has not been accessible 
in Macon County – until now.  

Danielle Hernandez, Senior Program Co-
ordinator overseeing the Cashiers/Highlands 
area as well as the northern part of Jackson 
County, announced BBBS is poised to pro-
vide one-to-one mentorships for children 
facing adversity and provide avenues of ex-
perience and support through professionally 
supported matches.   

“The greater Franklin areas have not had 
specific services in the past,” she said, “but 
we have gotten many calls and much interest 
in [BBBS], so we went to the board of edu-
cation and all the school administrators in 
June and received a resounding ‘yes.’” 

Just in time for the fall 2022 school year in 
Macon County, BBBS is supplying all the 
materials needed for potential volunteer 
mentors (referred to as Bigs) and interested 
students (referred to as Littles) to be matched 
so that mentor/mentoree relationships can 
happen.  

“We have been having conversations with 
counselors and social workers and reaching 
out to churches – all to learn which students 
need [BBBS] resources and mentors,” said 

Hernandez. “We’ve 
also been very present 
on social media to let 
everyone know we are 
now present in the 
community.”  

BBBS matches stu-
dents between the ages 
of 6-15 with a mentor. 
After age 15, men-
tor/mentoree opportu-
nities are evaluated on 
a case by case basis. 
Opportunities are also 
available for older stu-
dents to mentor 
younger students.  

After a Little is 
matched with a Big, 
the volunteer mentor is 
able to continue a 
teaching, friendly, en-
couraging relationship 
with the student 
through high school 
and beyond; in fact, a 
Big often assists a Lit-
tle with future plans, such as college tours, 
continuing education applications, and more.  

“The longer mentors stay with the stu-
dents, the better for the student,” said Her-
nandez. 

She added that learning which students are 
interested in having a BBBS mentor is 
“based on the conversations with the schools 
and feedback from counselors and social 
workers. There is a tremendous need, and we 
want to make sure the services are available 
for the students who need them.” 

Hernandez pointed out that many of the 
students desiring a BBBS mentor experience 
poverty. “But then some students have strug-
gled from social and emotional development 
issues brought on by COVID. We walk 
alongside them and be that guiding light – 
that champion … to let them know the re-
sources are available to them, and we give 
them hope that they can reach their poten-
tial.” 

After working as a teacher, Hernandez ap-
plied to her current position and determined 
BBBS was an ideal fit.  

“I grew up in the same type of situation as 
the kids we serve. Sometimes, my single 
mother would go without food so I could eat, 
and I saw our car repossessed. I loved teach-
ing, but the level that you’re able to work 
with kids and connect with them and fami-
lies through BBBS is the greatest reward that 
I’ve experienced in a job. In fact, seeing how 
much the kids grow and flourish is wonder-
ful.”  

Hernandez explained she needs at least 25 
volunteers initially for the Macon County 
BBBS program. To become a volunteer 
mentor, a Big, requires online enrollment, an 
interview, a background check, approval and 
training. Hernandez works carefully and 
closely with interested mentors to make sure 
that an accurate match with a student is made 

so that the connection is long lasting and 
successful.  

Regarding interaction opportunities be-
tween mentors and mentorees, “the possibil-
ities are endless,” said Hernandez. “We 
provide group outings such as gem mining, 
ziplining, llama hike, life skills activities, 
and more. But matches do things on their 
own, like arts and crafts, movies, dining, 
fishing … Money doesn’t have to be spent. 
It’s just about spending time and establish-
ing a support for students.” 

Various in-school opportunities for Bigs 
and Littles are arranged as well.   

Parents and guardians of students must ap-
prove all mentoring activities, and Hernan-
dez said she is available for mentors who 
need guidance and answers.  

“Bigs keep lines of communication open 
with the parents and guardians all the time. 
There has to be trust. Bigs and 
parents/guardians should be planning activ-
ities together to determine what is best for 
Littles depending on their age, interests, and 
more.” 

Hernandez encourages interested volun-
teers that success stories are common. Stu-
dents who may have struggled with their 
education often graduate and pursue further 
education and career plans due to a mentor’s 
commitment.  

“It’s probably one of the most rewarding 
things you could do,” she said. “A mentor 
has an amazing impact on a child’s life, but 
the child can have a positive impact on the 
mentor’s life as well. It is completely worth 
it.”  

Anyone interested in learning more about 
BBBS or applying to become a mentor can 
visit BBBSWNC.org. Hernandez is avail-
able for questions by calling (828) 399-9133 
or by emailing her at 
cashiers@bbbswnc.org. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is now established in Macon County so that 
mentor volunteers can be paired with students in need.
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What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

Sallie and I labored this past
weekend, along with about 60
other artists and craftspeople,
by participating in the High-
lands Arts and Crafts Exhibi-
tion at Founders Park.  While
I had not participated for more
than eight years, we set up a
tent and display in both shows
this year, the one in June and
this past weekend.  It is sheer
hard work to be in such an event.

I want to salute Cynthia Strain who has been the or-
ganizer of these exhibits for many years. She announced
her retirement from the exhibitions during this past
weekend. She has been a faithful advocate for area artists
and craftspeople. I also want to thank the Mountain Top
Rotary Club for their sponsorship of these exhibitions.
Their cadre of volunteers and the money they generate
to nonprofit causes make these events special.

But, as an artist/craft person for nearly 60 years, I want
to thank the exhibitors that make this community event
possible. As we approach the Labor Day Holiday, I really
want to recognize those people that exhibited at the show
this past weekend.  From my first-hand experience, it is
a  labor-intensive  experience. Some might say it is  a
“labor of love, ” but I think it is more than that. So many
of the artists and craftspeople depend on these exhibi-
tions as a meager livelihood. They work in home studios,
as do I, and then travel throughout the region to art shows
to sell their work. 

It  reminds me of the statement of the Renaissance
artist, Raphael, who mused that “artists are mere ped-
dlers of beauty.” I might also add that artists and crafts-
people use their hearts, minds and sheer physical labors
to create objects of value and beauty. 

I am reminded of a lecture my late friend and profes-
sor of art at North Georgia State University, Bob Owens,
once delivered. During the lecture Bob put on the
podium  a small pot that a North Georgia potter had pro-
duced. He asked the audience what was the value of the
pot?  Bob responded that from a monetary view, it was
only a few dollars at best. But Bob stressed that from a
cultural and humanistic perspective of someone shaping
and forming that vessel, there was an intangible value
that is ascribed to enterprise, devotion, and creativity.

So, on this Labor Day Weekend, I hope we can come
to honor those laborious acts of everyday labor that in

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11

Letters to the Editor
Parents can make back to school a memorable time
I am old enough to have the blessing of a great grand-

daughter attending a Franklin school. Sometimes I get to
drive her to school. Now, she is not a morning person. So,
the first thing I do is say somethinig silly to get her to laugh.
Then we play a little game of “Guess what it is.” Like, what
is edible and begins with the letter C? Now I know she loves
carrots so that will be her first choice. But the right answer
is cabbage which she knows is one of my favorite foods.
Before we get to the school, we pray for her day at school.

Parents, did you know that when they grow up to be
adults and asked what they remember most about growing
up? A high percentage of them will say that the time spent
doing things with Mom or Dad. Not toys or gadgets. So my
prayer is that you will make time to love on them, be their
best friend and enjoy their adventure in this crazy hurry-up
time. 

Robbie Robison – Franklin, N.C.

Congress refuses to legislate for American people
The broken parties continue with their billion dollar pack-

ages in a blindness that is ongoing throughout the decades.
Let us examine the difference between the “top down” ap-
proach using an economic solution, and the “bottom up” ap-
proach using a policy solution.

The billions in the health care portion of the bill is more
about the relationship the government has with big Pharma
than the relationship we have with big Pharma and aristo-
crats in Washington DC.

Otherwise, the $140 billion in health care debt carried on
the books for as many as 25 percent of the 112 million
households would have been addressed with the banks. 

Furthermore, the price of insulin (going for $700 a vial)
as well as all life critical drugs, would have been regulated
without a single billion of taxes spent.

Never mind the billions, just pass a “Critical Life Med-
ication Bill” for simple starters.

Let us also address the billions for “Climate Change,”
again, a top down rather than bottom up approach.

“We” (as in elected politicians) like to engage with all of
the businesses in the nation who want to jump into the
“green deal” markets rather than addressing the utility bills
of the American homeowner.

Making solar panels dirt cheap, as well as getting as many
startups for the market in business for themselves, seems
out of the question?

Utility bills will never come down with any kind of cli-
mate change here.

Never mind the billions, just provide some economic vi-
sion for the average home and business owner.

Every one of the 535 of you pat yourselves on the back for

a “job well done” when, in fact, all of it is two broken par-
ties, passing gigantic money packages, for aristocrats to feel
good about themselves. Add the fact that you will be pan-
dering for our votes and thinking that this package will pur-
chase the votes for one or the other party, no less broken and
more out of touch than decades before.  

Mark Ahearn – via fax

Franklin Area folk Festival deemed a success
On behalf of the Folk Heritage Association of Macon

County and Cowee School Arts & Heritage Center, we
would like to express appreciation to the businesses, spon-
sors and individuals who gave generously to assure that the
16th annual Franklin Area Folk Festival held on Aug. 20,
2022 was successful.    There were heritage happenings all
day long like dancing by J Creek Cloggers, Border Collies
herding sheep, tug o war, heritage demonstrators galore and
delicious barbeque and more!

We have received so many compliments and comments
regarding activities enjoyed by all ages throughout the day.
We estimate over 3,500 persons came out to enjoy the event!  

We want to express a special thank you to our financial
sponsors starting with Franklin / Nantahala Tourism Devel-
opment Committee (TDC) and the Franklin Tourism Devel-
opment Authority (TDA).  In addition, we appreciate the
continued support from the Macon County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors and in-kind donations from Bent Willow. 

Private donations from individuals, businesses and ven-
dor booth fees also provided much needed funds.  Collabo-
rating with groups such as the Arts Council of Macon
County, the NC Arts Council, Macon County Transit, LBJ
Job Corps, Snowhill United Methodist Church, Cowee Bap-
tist Church, 1st Presbyterian Church-Franklin, New Century
Scholars, Macon County 4-H, Franklin High School FFA,
Cowee Community Development Organization, Cowee Fire
Department, Macon County EMS, Macon County Sheriff’s
Office, Junaluskee Masonic Lodge & Smoky Mountain
Shrine Club, and many others enabled us to truly have a
unique and memorable heritage weekend event!

A huge thank you is extended to all who attended the fes-
tival and to all of those not listed above who took part and
volunteered. As Chairs of this year’s festival, we want to say
that the Folk Heritage Association of Macon County and
Cowee School Arts & Heritage Center Board members who
worked hard all year to put on the Franklin Folk Festival,
are to be commended for giving so much of their time and
resources with no personal gain - just satisfaction in know-
ing we are making a difference in the goal to preserve our
heritage! Please visit www.franklinfolkfestival.com for more
information on this year’s festival and the festivals of the
past.

Anne Hyder
Theresa Ramsey
Claire Suminski
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Water line break to cost town nearly $300K 
Brittney Lofthouse 
Contributing Writer 
 
Just before lunch on Friday, 

crews installing Access Under-
ground Services on behalf of 
Vyve Broadband in downtown 
Franklin penetrated a waterline 
serving downtown businesses 
causing a massive rupture. The 
primary contractor on the fiber in-
stallation project is Ervin Cable 
Construction Company and the 
subcontractor is Axis Under-
ground. Water supply to busi-
nesses was immediately cut off in 
an attempt to control the leak 
which resulted in the loss of 
200,000 gallons of water. 

“The estimated cost to the town 
including staff salaries, equip-
ment, materials to repair the break 
in the line and the water itself was 
$246,000,” said Franklin Town 
Manager Amie Owens. “We are working with the contractor 
and the insurance company to determine what next steps are 
related to recoupment of costs.” 

The cost estimation provided by Owens address the cost 
the town of Franklin incurred, however the total loss to Vyve 
Broadband’s project would be considerably more.  

“The NCDOT also had to come and repair the road where 
the breach occurred and their costs are not included in the 
estimate as they will have their own claim,” Owens ex-
plained.  

Macon County Maintenance Engineer Kenny McCourt 
with the NCDOT said they were contacted around noon on 
Friday, Aug. 26 after the water line had been punctured, im-
pacting a section of U.S. 441 Business (at the intersection of 
U.S. 441 Business and Palmer Circle.)  

The maintenance crew responded to repair the roadway, 
which had been undermined due to large amounts of water 
erupting from the busted pipe. The excavated area was ap-
proximately 12’ x 16’ and needed to have saturated sub grade 
removed and stone replaced. A patch was then placed over 
the excavation for weekend travel.  

“NCDOT road crew came in on Monday to place a level-
ing course of surface mix asphalt to smooth the roadway to 
its original condition,” said McCourt. “The approximate cost 
for both days of the NCDOT work, equipment, and materi-
als is about $13,500. We are still waiting on the remaining in-
voices to come in to accurately pass along the cost to the 
contractor.” 

Franklin Fire and Rescue provided traffic control in the 
area while waiting for Toccoa Natural Gas to arrive on scene 
to address the gas line that was also cut during the incident. 
As of press time, an estimated cost of damages for the gas 
line was not yet available.  

In addition to the town and the NCDOT & Toccoa Gas, 
businesses were forced to close, many restaurants closing 
their doors during lunch hours.  

According to Nancy Lindell, Division Director Public and 
Media Relations for HCA Healthcare, the water supply at 
Angel Medical Center was disrupted, however the facility’s 
emergency response plan for such an incident was deployed, 
causing no disruption of services during the water outage. 
The Franklin Fire Department, with the assistance of Squad 
4, responded to Angel Medical Center during the outage to 
fill the air conditioning cooling towers while the hospitals 
connection to the town’s water supply was cut off.  

Vyve Broadband is in the process of expanding to the 

Franklin area and is currently operating in Sapphire, High-
lands, and Cashiers.  

For the fiber installation project, Vyve Broadband or the 
contractors or subcontractors completing work for them, 
were not required to obtain any permits from the state, 
county or town. The company secured an encroachment per-
mit to install the fiber in the right of way of state maintained 
roads, but beyond that, there was no additional oversight.  

Ideally, the crews installing the fiber would utilize the 811 
“know before you dig” national service hotline. The hotline 
is designed to provide anyone who is digging with the ap-
proximate location of buried utilities to avoid someone un-
intentionally dig into an underground utility line. Despite 
confirmation from both the NCDOT and the town of 
Franklin regarding the company responsible for the project, 
as of press time, the only response from Vyve Broadband re-
garding the situation was, “We will forward this to our field 
team to verify if we were in the area. We do not provide serv-
ice in Franklin, once we have additional information we will 
reach out to you.” 

The water line break on Porter Street resulted in downtown businesses being without water 
for a short period of time on Friday afternoon. Town employees repaired the break but not 
before 200,000 gallons of water were lost.

828-524-891828-524-8911 • maconrentalco.com• maconrentalco.com
537 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC

In Stock Now!
While Supplies Lasts

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM Sat 8AM-12PM

0% Financing
Available

the long run enhances all of our lives, even though we 
might tend to not ascribe high monetary value to that labor. 

I recently observed one of our town sanitation workers 
collecting garbage in my neighborhood. What struck me 
was that the worker had to drive a big truck skillfully to 
maneuver it through the street, Then the driver would get 
out and walk around collecting and emptying the trash 
cans in the back of the truck. I told him that it seemed he 
did a lot of walking. His response was that he used a dig-
ital tracking device one day this past summer and discov-
ered he walked about six miles every time he ran the 
route.  

I hope on this Labor Day Weekend we pause to honor 
and appreciate all those skilled laborers we depend on to 
do hard work every day so everyone can all enjoy those 
services that we tend to take for granted.

Continued from 
page 10TAYLOR

Ask for: Robert Solesbee 
Phone: 828-371-7284 
or email to: rsolesbee@smokyCDJR.com

“Don’t just Drive - Enjoy the Ride!”

Come see me at our new location 

38 John Justice Road

HARVEST
CRAFT FAIR
& BAKE SALE

MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
466 Old Murphy Road • Franklin, NC

Lunch can be purchased from Mighty Methodist Men

Baked Goods Sales to Benefit
Macon Program for Progress

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 10

10AM – 3PM
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Scenes from Smoky Mountains  
Veterans Stand Down 

Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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Homeless Veterans Week is September 4-10
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 
 
The Franklin community has focused on 

the needs of the area’s homeless veterans for 
the last four years. Officially known as Help 
Homeless Veterans Week, Sept. 4-10 this 
year reminds citizens of opportunities to sup-
port veterans.  

The effort, overseen by the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Franklin’s Men’s Group, pri-
marily involves the distribution of more than 
70 containers at area businesses and organi-
zations for the purpose of collecting cash. 
Anyone interested in mailing a check for the 
effort can contact First Presbyterian Church 
of Franklin. Approximately a dozen men are 
part of the First Presbyterian Men’s Group 
and many of the members are veterans, ac-
cording to Ned Kraft.  

“We’ve been raising money to help homeless veterans 
(through festival booths) since 2014,” said Kraft, current 
president of the church’s men’s group. “Since 2014, we’ve 
raised over $50,000. Only $.02 is used for administration 
costs, with the other $.98 going to help veterans. We send 
the money to Asheville Buncombe Community Christian 
Ministry, which covers all of Western North Carolina coun-
ties. They are in their 51st year of operation and they can 

house homeless veterans for over a 
year. They also work to provide hous-
ing and job training. A large commer-
cial kitchen is for training in culinary 
jobs, and another training opportunity 
is as a tractor trailer driver. After five 
years, veterans who go through these 
programs are reportedly still working.”  

Kraft, who is not a veteran but has 
served as a volunteer in various capac-
ities, indicated homelessness has been 
an issue due to “the difficulty of veter-
ans coming back from being deployed 
and trying to assimilate back into regu-
lar life.” Of the more than 600,000 vet-
erans in North Carolina, approximately 
1,000 regularly experience some form 
of homelessness, according to Census 

Bureau statistics.  
“Monies collected during Homeless Veterans Week are not 

just for homeless veterans,” he said. “It’s for all veterans in 
need – to pay a utility bill, to get them to a physician, and 
more.”  

The annual effort is approved by the Town of Franklin 
council, which issues a proclamation for the September Help 
Homeless Veteran Week signed by Mayor Jack Horton. The 
proclamation encourages citizens to participate.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To 
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the 
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to 
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are al-
lergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like dia-
pers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off 
Highlands Road. 
 
Girl Scout Daisy and Brownie Volunteer needed for Troop 2996 in 
Franklin. This is a great opportunity to help 5 to 8 year olds learn and 
grow. For more information, call Diane Peltz at (828)371-2823 or email 
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com  
 
Free musical entertainment is offered at Frog Quarters on Satur-
day, Sept. 3,  from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 573 E. Main St. Musician this 
weekend will be Jim Austin, who sings country and western songs. 
 
Cullasaja Community Association will meet on Monday, Sept. 5 at 
6 p.m., for a hot dog dinner. Bring a covered dish and help make up-
coming holiday plans. 
 
Suicide Indicators, Response and Prevention will be held on Tues-
day, Sept. 6, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., at the Macon County Public Library. 
The class focuses on the indicators and risk factors of suicide in older 
adults. In addition, this course explains methods of suicide response 
and keys to prevention. This is a free in-person event facilitated by the 
Vaya Health GERO Team. CEU’s are provided through NC Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. Register by visiting vaya-
health.com/calendar or by calling (828)524-3600. 
 
Trout Unlimited Sylva Fall Open Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, from 6 to 8 p.m., at East LaPorte Park, with a covered dish 
meal. Bring something to share, a salad, soda, a pie, a bag of burgers 
or fries. Grills are available but guests should arrive earlier to start the 
charcoal. The Pavilion opens at 4 p.m. RSVP on the Facebook post or 
to tu.sylva.373@gmail.com. Rain or shine. 
 
Nantahala Hiking Club will host Ty Bushyhead Boyd who will co-
lead “How Cultures & Landscapes Mesh,” Tuesday, Sept. 8, at 6 p.m. 
at the Macon County Public Library. Learn about the Nikwasi Initiative 
focused on local Cherokee culture. All are welcome. The library is lo-
cated at 149 Siler Farm Rd, Franklin. 
 
Women's Bowling League Needs Bowlers Thursday Mornings 
starting Sept 15, in Sylva. For more information, call (505)947-6965. 
 
Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones 
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 14 and 
28, 2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the 
church from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the 
courtyard and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-
3119. 

Historic TM Rickman Store is open on Saturdays, at 259 Cowee 
Creek Rd.  Sally DeLawter entertains guest at 10 and music jams are 
from 12-3. Explore local artisans’ works and unique items. Parking is 
limited with additional parking available at Cowee Arts and Heritage 
Center a short walk from the store. 
 
Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in 
downtown Franklin is now open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
12 to 4 p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well 
as all over the world. 
 
Uptown Gallery Children and Adult Art Classes workshops in Media 
includes acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring, encaustic, precious 
metal clay and glass fusing. Free painting in the classroom Monday’s 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Membership meeting second Sunday of the month 
3 p.m. The gallery is located at 30 E. Main St. in Franklin. For more in-
formation, call (828)349-4607. 
 
Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone 
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested 
in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m. 
at  No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1 p.m., Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church 
Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.;  Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  and Thursday, 
12 noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.;  Wednes-
day, 7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. On-
line meeting information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. To 
speak with a member of A.A., call (828)349-4357. 
 
Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited in-
person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building.  A vari-
ety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the 
afternoons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-
2058.  
 
Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop just 
off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Any-
one under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For 
more information, call (828)342-8126.  
 
Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in 
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4 
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all 
over the world.    
 
Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones. 
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer 
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the 
greatest gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some 
great times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await.  
Call (828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442. 
 

Learn about the Catholic faith at Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church. Classes begin on Sept. 12, 7 p.m. The church is located at 
299 Maple St. Deacon David Ramsey is leading the classes. Snacks 
will be provided. For information, call (828)524-2289. 
 
Dynamic Women of the Word & Son Rise Ministries presents Apos-
tle Dr. Sharon Billins, a Biblical scholar that is used in the prophetic by 
the Holy Spirit, on  Saturday, Sept. 10, 10 a.m. This meeting will be 
open to both men and women. The church is located at 462 Depot St., 
in Franklin. For more information and reservations, call (828)369-2465.  
 
Spiritual Light Center  on Sunday, Sept. 4, 11 a.m., Jeannine John-
son speaking on Reiki & Spirituality. On Monday, at 6 p.m. all levels 
yoga class, at no cost to attend. On Thursdays, a movie is shown at 
3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Her-
itage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information 
or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com. 
 
Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10 
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the 
Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome. 
 
West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Of-
fice 
 
Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday 
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website at 
mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at 
mountainsynagogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312. 
 
Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person and 
on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion the 
first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old Murphy 
Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.  For more 
information,  call (828)369-5834. 
 
Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Worship 
is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United 
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The church is 
located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; senior pastor is 
Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-3010 or visit us 
at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org  
 
Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its sanc-
tuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Services are also streamed online on the 
Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship service 
is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church is located at  
59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-
3885. 
 
Email your church items to maconcountynews@gmail.com 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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Barbershop Chorus performs concert in Franklin 

The Macon County Arts Council sponsored a concert by the
Land of the Sky Barbershop Chorus performed in Tartan Hall at
Franklin’s First Presbyterian Church last Sunday.  The fast-
paced program features music styles ranging from traditional
Barbershop to pop, Gospel, and beyond.  In addition to the full
chorus, some small ensemble Barbershop singing and the ever
popular ‘50s-style doo-wop group were featured, along with
plenty of audience participation.  Complimentary ice cream sun-
daes topped off the event.

Photos by
Betsey Gooder

Mountain Voices presents Summer Concert  
After a two-year hiatus during the pandemic, Mountain Voices announces their upcoming summer concert which will be held on
Thursday, Sept. 1, beginning at 7 p.m. at First United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Avenue, Franklin. Admission is free, however,
donations may be accepted. Mountain Voices was formed in 2015 and is a 50-voice mixed community chorus with members from
Franklin, Dillard, Scaly Mountain and Rabun Gap.  This year’s musical selections include show tunes, pop music, gospel songs,
and patriotic numbers.  The chorus is under the direction of Beverly Barnett and is accompanied by Mary Pittman on piano as well
as other local instrumentalists.  For more information about Mountain Voices, email to mountainvoiceswnc@gmail.com or visit
facebook.com/Mountain-Voices-875849255839858.
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Alma Russ closes out Concerts on the Creek 
The 13th annual season of Concerts on

the Creek concludes on Friday, Sept. 2,
when the series welcomes the Alma Russ
Band from 7-9 p.m.
Alma lives in Western North Carolina.

She plays patchwork music: country, folk,
and Appalachian roots sewn together to
make something unique. Songwriting is
cheaper than therapy. Old songs make her
happy. She gets compared to Dolly and
Stevie Nicks a lot, and she plays guitar,
fiddle, and claw-hammer banjo.
Music has taken her lots of places. From

the hometown bars to church, Texas to the
Outer Banks, to performing as an enter-
tainer on the Great Smoky Mountains
Railroad to receiving 3 yes votes from
ABC's American Idol Judges on Season 1
and being sent to the Dolby Theatre in
Hollywood, CA, music continues to give
her stories to tell.
Alma spent the first 12 years of her life

on the family farm in Oxford, FL, a speck
in the middle of the state. She'd spend
summers in the Great Grandma's mountain
house in Western NC. Her English teacher
Mama took her to historical book readings
and heritage events, and she fell in love
with mountain culture and heritage - espe-
cially the music. She was the kid frolicking arounud the
yard singing Scotch-Irish murder ballads, passed down
through generations; songs about old-true loves and the
occasional knife to the heart.
She started taking fiddle lessons around age 12, prac-

ticing old-time tunes outside because of the dying-cat
noises. It was about this time that Alma's family moved to
Whittier, NC. Eventually the fiddle started sounding less
like a dying creature, so she decided to learn claw-ham-
mer banjo. She broke down and learned guitar later on.
She has played in bands as fiddler and has recorded as

a session artist for other bands at studios such as Echo
Mountain in Asheville. Over the past few years, she's
started playing primarily as a solo act. She's always stew-
ing on something new.
Her musical influences include country gold, bluegrass,

folk, old-time, americana, and blues. She attributes inspi-
ration to artists such as Allison Krauss, Gillian Welch, Ola
Belle Reed, Bobbie Gentry, Dolly Parton, Sheila Kay

Adams, Emmylou Harris, Lucinda Williams, and so many
more. Apparently she sounds a lot like Jewel.
Alma continues to play solo shows locally, regionally,

and occasionally on road-trips. She also fiddles in bands
every so often.
Concerts on the Creek are held Friday nights from 7-9

p.m. at the Bridge Park in Sylva from Memorial Day
through Labor Day. Everyone is encouraged to bring a
chair or blanket. These events are FREE but donations are
encouraged. Dogs must be on a leash. No smoking, vap-
ing, cooler or tents are allowed in the park. There will be
food trucks on site. 
These concerts are organized and produced by the Jack-

son County Chamber of Commerce, the Town of Sylva
and the Jackson County Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment.
For more information, call the chamber at 828-586-

2155, visit www.mountainlovers.com or Concerts on the
Creek's Facebook page.

Alma Russ

Fall Market Day Saturday 

Ramsay Designs
Elwoods Elemental Treats
Macon Scents by Steffie
Ridgewood Designs
Nancy Club
Delposh Jewelry Line & Art
Mountain Creek Creations
Exclusive Expressions
LK Live Edge Design
Macon County Honey & Bee Co.
Lone Star BBQ
Gardens & Gemstones
Tonya’s Tins
George Ellison

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. Downtown Franklin, NC - at the top of town hill

Summer Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–9pm Friday • Saturday 11am–10pm 

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

DDrriinnkkss && AAppppeettiizzeerrss 44--55PPMM
Reservations Suggested

882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

88 22 88 .. 55 66 77 .. 00 00 66 44
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

22 88  EE ..  MM AA II NN  SS TT RR EE EE TT  ••  FF RR AA NN KK LL II NN ,,  NN CC

Everything made from scratch!

EATING OUT YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DINING

The Streets of Franklin Heritage Association and downtown mer-
chants are sponsoring a Fall Market Day Saturday, Sept. 3, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Town of Franklin approved the street closing of Main Street for

the event with craft and artisan vendors set up throughout the down-
town Main Street area. About 60 vendors have signed up to exhibit:
Mountain Soap Box
Kringle Trading Co. 
Grams Hope Chest
Randy’s Funky Punk Art
Ashley Southern Designs
Shannen Noelke Metal Arts
Backlot Cinema
Pinkie & Dinkies Tumblers
Moses Grove Apiary
Jason Rizzo Fine Art
Reappeared
Ginseng Gypsey
Bossbee Co.
Lavender Lynn Design
Kalmia Handmade
Barnyard Studio
Other participating merchants include The Dusty Pallet who will offer

faceprinting, Uptown Gallery, Silver Threads and Golden Needles, Trail
Mix, Fish Tales, Diva’s on Main, Gracious Plates on Main, Sundries,
Kitchen Sink, Inc. Appalachia Shoppe, Mossy Rock, Gem and Mineral
Museum.
Area nonprofits are also participating and providing information

about their respective organizations.
- American Legion Auxiliary Unit 108
- FROGS (Friends of the Greenway)
- Lyndon B. Johnson Job Corps Center
- First Presbyterian Men’s Group
- Junaluskee Masonic Lodge/Smoky Mountain Shriners Club and

the Franklin Lions Club. 
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Anthony ‘Skip’ Allen Vitch 
 

Anthony “Skip” Allen Vitch, 
77, of Franklin, N.C., passed away 
on Wednesday, Aug. 2, 2022. 

Born in Oneonta, N.Y., he was 
the son of the late Mary Aesman. 
In addition to his mother, he was 
preceded in death by his children, 
Gerry Vitch, Charlene Pittman, 
and Robert Graham. He was a 
member of Morrison Presbyterian 
and a former Elder at First Presby-
terian. He was a member of the 
Antique Tractor Club and was 
known as “Mr. Fix It” because he 
was always fixing things for his 
friends. 

He is survived by his wife of 33 
years, Anne Graham Vitch; daughter, Kathijo Herr of Oviedo, Fla.; 
11 grandchildren; eight great grandchildren; and numerous other 
family members. 

A celebration of life will be held Oct. 1, at 1 p.m., at Morrison 
Presbyterian Church. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Morrison 
Presbyterian Church. 

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 
 Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Anthony Vitch

Howard Mitchell Henry 
 

Howard Mitchell Henry, 87,  of 
Franklin, N.C., died at Highlands 
Hospital.  He was the son of the 
late George Henry and Mae Pat-
terson Henry.  

In addition to his parents, he is 
preceded in death by brothers, 
Norman, Harold and Howell 
Henry; and a sister, Doris Henry. 

He is survived by his wife, Eve-
lyn Estes Henry; one son and best 
friend, Alan Howard Henry; one 
granddaughter, Kaitlyn Marie 
Henry; one grandson, Samuel Alan 
Henry; one brother, Bob Henry 
and his wife Verna; as well as sev-
eral nieces and nephews.  

He spent two years in the Army. He was a carpenter by trade and 
served as the self-help housing supervisor for Macon Program for 
Progress, where he retired.   

He enjoyed gardening and raising beef cattle.  He especially 
liked to share these activities with his son and grandchildren. He 
was also a NASCAR fan.   

A funeral service will be held on Sept. 1, at 3 p.m. at Macon Fu-
neral Home with  Rev. Steve Reeves officiating.  Military honors 
will be presented by American Legion Post 108 and VFW post 
7339.  Burial will follow at the Wright Cemetery. 

The family will receive friends from 2 to 3 p.m., one hour prior 
to the service at Macon Funeral Home.    

Pallbearers will be Samuel Henry, Gary Taylor, Brian Taylor, 
Steve Ledford, Chris Henry, and Jimmy Henry.  

In lieu of flowers memorial donations can be made to the Wright 
Cemetery fund, 93 Daybreak Lane, Franklin, NC  28734.  

Online condolences can be made a 
www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Howard Mitchell Henry

Gerald Arnold Morgan 
 

Gerald A. Morgan, 79, of Nan-
tahala, N.C., became a silent key 
and went to be with the Lord on 
August 24, 2022. 

He was born in Nantahala to 
the late Fred and Lexie Mashburn 
Morgan on Aug. 26, 1942. 

He was preceded in death by 
his sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Eloise Horton (Uppie), Ruby Ja-
cobs (Austin), Evelyn Woods 
(Jack), and Robert Bateman; and 
a son-in-law, Tommy Helms. 

He spent many years working 
in telephone construction and 
also helped build tunnels on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. He was an avid fisherman who loved both 
fly fishing and bass fishing. When he was able, he enjoyed hiking 
local trails, including parts of the Appalachian Trail. He was also 
an amateur radio (HAM) operator (call sign KD4JCC) and was ac-
tive in the 8424 Repeater Group on the Tennessee Phone Net. He 
enjoyed speaking to people across the country and around the 
world on his radio. 

For the past 19 years, Gerald and Judy volunteered as camp-
ground hosts at Standing Indian Campground near Franklin, N.C. 
He could often be found sitting in front of the camp store, talking 
and laughing with all who came to visit. 

His family and friends cherish their memories of him. Everyone 
will miss his kindness and sense of humor. However, we all know 
he is rejoicing in Heaven with his family, fishing buddies, and hik-
ing companions who have gone before him. 

He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Judith Ashe Morgan; his 
daughters, Tina Helms and Crystal Morgan; his grandchildren, 
Christian and Ashley Helms; his sister, Jessie Bateman; his best 
friend, Buddy the cat; and several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held Saturday, Aug. 27, at Bethel Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church with Rev. Eugene Taylor and Rev. SJ Wa-
ters officiating. Burial was in the church cemetery. 

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Gerald Arnold Morgan

Richard Darrell Kreis 
 

Richard Darrell Kreis, 78, of 
Franklin, N.C., passed away on Aug. 
20, 2022.   

He was born to the late John and 
Dorothy Kreis on March 19, 1944, in 
Du Quoin, Ill.  In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death by 
two brothers, John Wesley Kreis, Ed-
ward Lee Kreis, and a grandson Zak 
Kreis. 

He was a veteran of the Army and 
served in Germany during the Viet-
nam War.  His favorite pastimes were 
hunting and fishing, as well as his 
many entrepreneurial projects and 
helping others in need.  He will be 
greatly missed by many friends and family.  

He is survived by his ex-wife, Sharon Kreis; sons, Dean Kreis 
and Jim (Terra) Kreis; daughter, Crystal Kreis; sister, Carol Ann 
Wallace; brother, Bobby Dale Kreis; as well as 11 grandchildren; 
two great grandchildren; and a host of nieces and nephews.  

A celebration of life will be announced at a later date.  
Online condolences may be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 

Richard Darrell Kreis

Virginia Sue Downs Dills 
 

Virginia Sue Downs Dills, 79, 
of Franklin, N.C., passed away 
Aug. 25, 2022.  She was born Oct. 
5, 1942, in Macon County, to the 
late Jesse Downs and Margaret 
Childers Downs.  

She was a member of Ridge-
crest Baptist Church, where she 
was a former Sunday School 
teacher.  She did mission work for 
10 years, in Oklahoma, Kentucky 
and Virginia and was a member of 
the North American Missionary 
Program.  She had worked for 
Blue Bell Manufacturing, and for 
the Older American Program for 
the U.S. Forestry Service.  She loved to read, do puzzles and work 
with flowers.  

Survivors include her husband of 63 years, Raymond Dills; three 
children, Keith Dills (Peggy), Bruce Dills and Carol Ann Cowart; 
a brother, Max Downs (Vicki); three grandchildren, Alvin Wilson, 
Simon Wilson and Dakota Gillespie; two step-grandchildren, 
Elaine Connelly (Shaun) and Melissa Peters (Jamie); two great-
grandchildren, Jason Walkingstick and Winter Walkingstick; five 
step-great-grandchildren, Heather Connelly, James Connelly, 
Hunter Peters, Hollee Peters and Wesley Peters. 

A funeral service was held Tuesday, Aug. 30, in the Chapel of 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home, with Rev. Guy Duvall and Rev. Burt 
Crawford officiating.  Burial was in Ridgecrest Baptist Church 
Cemetery. 

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Dills 
family.  Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.

Virginia Dills

Suzanne Brock 
 

Suzanne Brock passed away 
peacefully on July 31, 2022, sur-
rounded by loved ones and with an 
angelic smile on her face. She is sur-
vived by her husband, her children 
and stepson, and many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  

She lived life to the fullest, bring-
ing her intelligence, positive out-
look, and joy to everything she did. 
She was born in Memphis, Tenn., in 
1939 and was the oldest of five sib-
lings. She began to play the piano at 
an early age and became a gifted mu-
sician, playing the organ for church, 
directing the choir and teaching 
piano lessons to many lucky youths. She owned two small busi-
nesses in her younger years and retired early to enjoy life on her 
own terms. She loved nature, gardening, birdwatching and es-
pecially loved sitting on her porch looking at the mountains she 
so loved. She did skilled needlework, quilting, knitting, and in-
tricate hand embroidery. She learned to fish and ride a motorcy-
cle late in life and found great joy in both. She could put more 
fish in a boat than anyone else. She said it was because she had 
so much faith. She lived a life of faith in all things.  

She was generous, loving, and compassionate and everyone 
who crossed her path was touched by her love. She had a smile 
that would light up a room and melt hearts. She made friends 
easily and always kept up with her children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren’s lives. She stayed interested in life and had 
a sharp wit and a great sense of humor.  

 Proverbs 31:31 was written with Suzanne in mind: “Honor 
her for all that her hands have done, and let her works bring her 
praise at the city gate.” She was a bright light, and she will con-
tinue to shine from heaven on all who knew and loved her. 

This excerpt from a poem by Elizabeth Ammons was found 
in her handwriting in a planner next to her favorite chair: 

“You can shed tears because they are gone, or smile because 
they lived. 

Your heart may be empty because you can’t see them, 
Or you can be full of the love you shared. 
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday,  
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday. 
 You can cherish their memory and let it live on.” 

    – Elizabeth Ammons 
Her memory will live on in the hearts of all who loved her.  
Private family services will be held at a future date.

Suzanne Brock
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

Brenda Diane Gregory Angel 
 

Brenda Diane Gregory Angel of 
Franklin, N.C., peacefully went 
Home to be with the Lord on Aug. 
24, 2022 at age 66.  

She was born Sept. 5, 1955, to 
the late Milles and Mildred Gre-
gory. She attended Cullasaja Ele-
mentary and was a member of 
Cullasaja Assembly of God where 
she taught Sunday School and 
played the piano. She was a grad-
uate of Franklin High School.  
After graduation, she married 
Larry Angel, and went on to have 
one son, Jeremy Angel.  

She worked for Wachovia Bank 
for 20 years.  She earned her Real Estate Brokers License and 
worked with her dad at Gregory Realty.  In her late 20s, a cancer 
diagnosis went from terminal to curable through the Lord healing 
her.  This experience led her to write “From Wimp to Warrior: Can-
cer’s Blessings,” an inspirational memoir that inspires and en-
courages the reader to trust and put hope and faith in the Lord 
despite life’s storms. Brenda went on to speak locally and through-
out the country sharing her testimony at churches and ladies’ 
events. 

Brenda was a Prayer Warrior who loved God’s Word.  She loved 
others so well.  She selflessly helped and prayed for others. She 
cared greatly for her family, her church, and her friends.  She never 
failed to visit, make the call, and send the card, text, or email. Her 
love for people led her to open up her home to host parties, socials, 
ladies Bible studies, missionaries, and youth groups.  Brenda, 
known as “BA” by many, was special to lots of people as she was 
their go-to person, their friend, their encourager, and their mentor.  

Her family lovingly called her “Momma” and “Annah.” Family 
was everything.  She adored, inspired, built up, prayed for, believed 
in, and instilled deep values in her children and grandchildren. 
Annah dearly loved her grands, Phillip and Hannah.  They were 
the joy of her life.  There aren’t enough words to express the im-
pact and influence she had on everyone.  The hole left by her ab-
sence is impossible to fill.  

Brenda loved Christmas and the meaning behind it so much her 
home could be mistaken for a Christmas shop.  If you stood still too 
long you might end up with an ornament on you or you’d be help-
ing her decorate. She loved having family get-togethers; cooking 
big meals, always making sure rice and gravy was a side; and cel-
ebrating birthdays, making the best Pound Cake and Hot Fudge 
Cake.  When you came to Brenda’s house she wanted you to feel 
at home and would always try to feed you.  Her other pastimes in-
cluded watching movies, listening to music, thrift shopping, an-
tiquing, motorcycle rides, going to the beach, and was always ready 
to go anywhere, anytime.  

She is survived by her husband, Larry Angel; son, Jeremy Angel 
and wife Jennifer; grandchildren, Phillip Angel and Hannah Angel, 
all of Franklin; sister, Regina Bell and husband Jim; sister-in-law, 
Carlene Hunnicutt and husband James; nieces, Kimberly Bell 
Green and Angela Hunnicutt; nephew, Jon Eric Hunnicutt; aunt, 
Willa Mae Gregory; and many cousins.  

No services are planned as per her request as she said she 
“couldn’t be there.”  

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand. - Isaiah 41:10 

“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” - Philippians 
1:21 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Adult and Teen 
Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center, P.O. Box 2157, Franklin, 
NC, 28744 or the Hospice House Foundation of WNC, P.O. Box 
815, Franklin, NC 28744.  

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Brenda Angel

Curtis Stephen Dodgins 
 

Curtis Stephen Dodgins, 51, of 
Otto, N.C., passed away Aug. 22, 
2022.   

He was born April 22, 1971, to 
Opal Houston Dodgins and the 
late Curtis Lloyd Dodgins. He was 
a truck driver for Desota Trail 
Trucking Company.   He was a 
member of Newman Chapel Bap-
tist Church, where he grew up and 
attended all his life.  His boys were 
the love of his life, he was the best 
dad, son, brother and friend any-
one could have. 

In addition to his mother, he is 
survived by four sons, Ryan Tay-
lor, Michael Dodgins, Jesse Dodgins and William Dodgins; sister, 
Melissa Worley (Dean) of Candler, N.C.; brothers, Terrell Dodgins 
(Teresa) of Dillard, Ga., and Chris Dodgins (Flora) of Dillard, Ga. 

A funeral service was held Monday, Aug. 29, at Newman Chapel 
Baptist Church with Rev. Dennis Ledford officiating.  Burial fol-
lowed in the church cemetery. 

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Dod-
gins family. 

Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Curtis Stephen Dodgins

Arlon Estel Eldridge 
 

Arlon Estel Eldridge, 78, of 
Franklin, N.C., formerly of 
Lebanon, passed away Wednes-
day, Aug. 24, 2022 ,at his resi-
dence. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Martin and Betty El-
dridge; sister, Mary Ann Brady; 
brother, Billy Odell Eldridge; and 
sister-in-law, Elaine Eldridge. 

He was the owner of Cowee 
Mountain Ruby Mine and was of 
the Baptist faith.  He was a mem-
ber of the Junaluska Masonic 
Lodge 145, the Nequassa Chapter 
#43 Order of the Eastern Star, 
Smokey Mountain Shriners, and Franklin Gem and Mineral Soci-
ety. He loved spending time with his grandchildren. 

He is survived by wife of 48 years, Sonja Eldridge; children, 
Amiee (Matt) Bailey and Robbie (Janet) Hayles; grandchildren, 
McKenzie Hayles, Jessie Hayles and Devlin Bailey; brothers, Ray 
Eldridge, T.C. (Emma) Eldridge, Ernest B. Eldridge, and Junior 
(Jeannie) Eldridge; sisters, Ruby Roberts, Margaret Brady, and 
Christine Baine; and numerous loving nieces and nephews and 
other family and friends. 

Funeral services were held Monday, Aug. 29, in the Christian 
Life Chapel, 105 Holloway Dr., Lebanon.  Interment followed in 
the Wilson County Memorial Gardens.  Bro. Rick Edwards offici-
ated.  

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to 
Franklin Gem and Mineral Society or Shriners Hospital. 

Partlow Funeral Chapel was in charge of arrangements.  

Arlon Estel Eldridge

Mary Sue Holbrooks Burdette 
 

Mary Sue Holbrooks Burdette, 
71, of Franklin, N.C., passed away 
at her sister’s residence the morn-
ing of Aug. 24, 2022, after a long 
illness.  

She attended First Baptist 
Church of Franklin, which she 
considered her church to be her 
second  family.  She loved her 
church family and they certainly 
loved her.   Her hobbies included 
going to yard sales, flea marketing, 
and shopping.  

She was born to the late Dillard 
Holbrooks and Alene Hurst Hol-
brooks in Macon County.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents.   

She is survived by her son, Jason (Alesha) Burdette of Newman, 
Ga.; grandchildren, Carter Burdette and Katie Jones; sister, Judy 
Holbrooks Windsor (Gregory Windsor); two grandchildren; and 
three great grandchildren.  She leaves behind a special friend, 
Nancy Ballew, who was just like a second mother to her.  

Services will be held Thursday, Sept. 1, at 11 a.m. in the Chapel 
of Macon Funeral Home.  The family will receive friends from 10 
to 11 a.m., one hour prior to the service.  Dr Robert Brown will 
officiate.  

Online condolences, can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com. 

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Mary Sue Burdette

Marjorie Holder Parrish 
 

Marjorie Holder Parrish, a pre-
cious child of God, passed from 
this life on Aug. 25, 2022 after 
having been blessed with 102 
years. Born on July 17, 1920, to 
Alonzo Eugene and Elsie Miller 
Holder, she always had a special 
love for family and shown through 
the annual Holder Family reunion 
held on the 4th of July weekend 
which was started by her parents 
70 years ago at the family home in 
Crystal River, Fla. At her death she 
remained the matriarch of the fam-
ily. 

She was a true Southern lady 
who loved and served God all of her life. Her devotion to the Lord 
was exemplified in her loving kindnesses and her supportive na-
ture. She was a wonderful wife and mother who never raised her 
voice or spoke a foul word, passing on to her family the impor-
tance of faith and love. She loved to cook and was a gracious host-
ess who knew how to make everyone feel right at home with the 
offer of a delicious meal or a slice of her famous homemade pies. 

She and her husband were true sweethearts, and until his pass-
ing, they went for a nightly walk, always holding hands. She also 
loved her four legged friends, and her gentle touch and kind spirit 
was felt by them as well. 

She enjoyed attending church and contributing to worship by 
playing the piano. She was a life long Baptist, first in Miami, where 
she became acquainted with a pastor who was just beginning his 
career named Charles Stanley. Later she belonged to the First Bap-
tist Church of Franklin, N.C., and at the time of her death was a 
member of Westside Baptist church in Gainesville, Fla. Dr. Stan-
ley remembered Marjorie as being part of his congregation and 
honored her with a call and a prayer two days before her passing. 
Hers was a beautiful tribute to a life well lived. 

She is survived by her daughters, Jean Scott (Gary) of Franklin, 
and Karen Freas of Newberry, Fla.; her grandchildren, Darbie 
(Jason), Jamie, Stephanie (Rick), Douglas (Kristin), Gregg 
(Michelle), and Kelly (Kevin); and 12 great-grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her husband, Cairo Clifton Parrish; her 
daughter, Sandra Kay; her parents; and her two brothers. 

Funeral services will be held in Gainesville, Fla., at a later date. 
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Marjorie Holder Parrish
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CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Margie Martin Wilson
Margie Martin Wilson passed

from this life on Aug. 25, 2022.
She almost made it to her 71st
birthday, having been born on
Sept. 1, 1951, to George and
Martha Mathis Martin.
She will be remembered for

her sweet and kind nature along
with the grin that lit up her face
and her infectious heartwarming
laugh. She was a very loving and
caring person.
She was a member of Olive

Hill Baptist Church and liked to
attend church functions whenever
she was able. She loved all ani-
mals and enjoyed reading, solving puzzles, and painting ceram-
ics.
There was a glorious reunion in Heaven as Margie joined her

family members who predeceased her including her husband,
Grover L. Wilson; her siblings, Mildred Martin, Lloyd Martin,
Curtis Martin, and Ernie Martin; and her parents. 
She is survived by a number of nieces and nephews. Two spe-

cial nieces, Rebecca Moore and Natasha Williamson, served as
Marjorie's caregivers.
The family is grateful for the caring staff at Eckerd Living

Center and at Four Seasons Hospice and also extend a special
thanks to the Olive Hill Baptist Church family.
A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, Sept. 3, at 2 p.m.

at Olive Hill Baptist Church.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at

www.moffittfunerals.com.

Margie Martin Wilson

Karlene Dolores Runnion
Karlene Dolores Runnion, 63,

of Franklin, N.C., passed away
on Sunday, Aug. 21, 2022, fol-
lowing her years-long battle
with cancer.  Born in Hialeah,
Fla., to George Carl and Janet
Dolores Moratin Burkhard, she
was preceded in death by her
parents.
Though her occupation was

telecommunications for the fed-
eral courts, it was music that
truly occupied her life.  She
began playing piano at the age
of 2, under the tutelage of her
great grandmother, and pro-
ceeded through many instructors and instruments, culminating in
a Bachelors in Music Education from Converse College.   How-
ever, piano was her first love, and to this she always returned.
Through 60 years of dedication, she became a truly She served
as accompanist to the Onion Mountain Quartet.  As a member of
Resurrection Lutheran Church, in addition to her forays as vocal
soloist, pianist, and occasional organist, she served as Choir Di-
rector, gifting the congregation with her skillful arrangements
of the hymns. She was able to grasp the strengths and weak-
nesses of those who sang with her, and recraft the songs to bring
out the best in everyone.  While she was well-known in the com-
munity for her stories, her spark, and even her sarcasm, it is the
loss of her musical gifts that will be most keenly felt.
She is survived by spouse R. Scott Runnion; daughter, An-

drea “Andi” Burkhard; sister, Annette Day of Florida; and broth-
ers, Jimmy Burkhard of Montana and Avery Burkhard of
Oklahoma.
Memorial services will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Appalachian

Animal Rescue, P.O. Box 81, Franklin, NC 28744 or Noah’s Ark
Humane Society, 1239 Old Murphy Rd, Franklin, NC 28734.  
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com. 
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Karlene Runnion

Leighton Alson Moss
Leighton Alson Moss, 95, of the Yellow Mountain community,

passed away at his home on Aug. 19, 2022. 
He was born in Jackson County and was the son of the late

Lambert Moss and Octa Evitt Moss.   In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by his wife, Ella Mae Moss; stepsons,
Ralph and Kenneth Henderson;grandson, Larry Henderson; and
several brother and sisters. 
He was retired from his grading business.  He enjoyed hunting

with his hounds and loved the outdoors. 
He is survived by his two granddaughters, Carrie Bowen

(Chris) and Crystal Henderson; five great-grandsons, Devin and
Derick Bryson, Mason, Gage and Gatlin Bowen. 
The family will receive friends on Saturday, Sept. 3, from 2-3

p.m. at Yellow Mountain Baptist Church followed by a brief serv-
ice. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the

Glenville-Cashiers Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 919, Cashiers, NC
28717.
Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Glenda Jo Penland
Glenda Jo Penland, 77, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Friday, Aug. 26, 2022.
Born in Macon County, she

was the daughter of the late
George and Anita “Pat” Holland
Penland. In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in death
by her one brother, Lonnie Pen-
land; and one sister, Georgiana
Beach. She was a member of the
Franklin Church of Christ. In her
spare time, she loved doing crafts
and gardening.
She is survived by two sons,

Gary Steiert and Michael Steiert
both of Franklin; two brothers, Radford “Butch” Penland and
Terry Penland of Franklin; five grandchildren, Bethany, Seth,
Mikenzi, Clay, and Austin; five great grandchildren, Cooper,
Sawyer, Rhett, Ivy, and Keaton; and numerous nieces and
nephews.
A celebration of life will be held Sunday, Sept. 11, at 2 p.m.,  at

the Franklin Church of Christ. Radford Penland will officiate. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the

Alzheimer's Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago,
IL 60601.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Glenda Jo Penland

TheMaconCountyNews.com

The entire family of  the late Robert (Bob) 
Cabe, Sr. sincerely appreciate all the loving 
prayers, wonderful food, caring phone calls, 
and beautiful cards of  support and  
sympathy that were sent during his illness 
and death. 
 
Rev. Margaret Freeman & Rev. Vic Greene, 
from First United Methodist Church;  
Doctors and Staff  of  Angel Medical Center, 
Care Partners of  Mission Hospital in  
Asheville; Bryant Funeral Home, and the 
Military Honors Team, that he had proudly 
served on for many years, all helped buy us 
much comfort and peace. 
 
God bless you all!  
The Family of  Bob  
& Elizabeth Cabe

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

Mary ‘Jane’ Jenkins McSween
Mary “Jane” Jenkins McSween,

69, of Franklin, N.C., went home
to be with Jesus on Tuesday, Aug.
30, 2022.
Born in Rabun County, Georgia,

she was the daughter of the late
Harold and Viola McCall Jenkins.
She attended Goldmine Baptist
Church and formerly was recog-
nized for volunteering at Angel
Medical Center.
She is survived by two sons,

Craig McSween of Franklin, N.C.,
and Brandon McSween (Desiree)
of Albuquerque, N.M.; one sister,
Elaine Wilkes of Franklin; and
three grandchildren, Alyssa McSween, Savannah McSween and
Abigail McSween; and numerous cousins, aunts and uncles.
A celebration of life will be held Saturday, Sept. 3, at 3 p.m., in

the chapel of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Jamie Passmore will of-
ficiate. Burial will be in the Mt. Moriah Cemetery.
The family will receive friends from 2 to 3 p.m., one hour prior

to the service at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Mt. Moriah

Cemetery Fund, 27 Pine Cone Dr, Franklin, NC  28734.
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Mary ‘Jane’ McSween
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service 
  
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – With a huge assist from 

Richard Childress Racing teammate Tyler Reddick after a rain 
delay of more than three hours, Austin Dillon forced his way 
into the NASCAR Cup Series Playoff and broke Martin Truex 
Jr.’s heart. 

Dillon’s victory in Sunday’s rain-delayed Coke Zero Sugar 
400 at Daytona International Speedway—his first of the sea-
son and his second at the track—needed the convergence of 
several different circumstances to fall into place.  

After avoiding serious damage in a wreck off Turn 4 on lap 
125, Dillon survived a subsequent 13-car melee in Turn 1 and 
took the lead before rain halted the race. After a red-flag period 
of 3 hours, 19 minutes, 57 seconds, Dillon fell behind 2022 
Daytona 500 winner Austin Cindric and trailed him from the 
restart on Lap 145 of 160 until he made the race-winning move 
on Lap 158.  

As the cars reached Turn 1, Dillon tapped Cindric’s No. 2 
Team Penske Ford, and the Chevrolets of Dillon, Reddick and 
Landon Cassill moved past as Cindric made a magnificent 
save on the apron. Reddick, the race runner-up, closed up to 
the bumper of Dillon’s No. 3 Chevrolet and drafted with his 
teammate to the finish line, holding off a last-ditch run from 
Cindric, who finished third, just .140 seconds behind the win-
ner. 

“There was a lot going on there. I knew that if we got to the 
white (final lap), I was afraid somebody would—if I waited 
too long, I was afraid somebody would wreck behind us, so I 
wanted to go ahead and get the lead. We were able to get it. 

“I had a big run to him, and then I had my teammate, the 8 
(Reddick), back there. I knew we were in good shape there to 
the end. He did a good job checking up any kind of run. Just 
a little too much push there and got him (Cindric) loose.” 

Cindric said the bump was fair game, given what was on 
the line for Dillon. 

“I think that’s fair game any race of the season, but that 
meant a lot for him to win that race,” Cindric told Fox Sports’ 
Bob Pockrass on pit road. “He had three cars that were cer-
tainly going to be able to work with him… 

“I feel like he got the run too late, and then he hit me straight 
on the entry to the corner. Just glad I saved it, glad I got a shot 
to still come back up through the field—but I hate losing.” 

Dillon’s victory knocked Truex out of the Playoff and 
handed the final berth to Ryan Blaney, who finished three 
points ahead of Truex in the final regular-season standings.  

When heavy rain stopped the action 21 laps from the finish, 
it looked as if Dillon might be awarded the victory.  

As the cars sped toward Turn 1 on Lap 138, a sudden rain 
began to fall. The cars of Justin Haley, Daniel Hemric and 
Denny Hamlin broke loose at the front of the field, and the 
cars behind them were unable to stop on the slick asphalt and 
plowed into the wreck. 

Dillon’s No. 3 Chevrolet, which had been damaged in a 
wreck off Turn 4 on Lap 125—and ended its slide facing back-
ward on pit road—was the first to emerge from the Lap 138 
chaos at cautious pace and shortly thereafter was confirmed 
as the race leader by NASCAR. 

“We ran into rain in the middle of Turn 1 and just lost it,” 
Hamlin said of the 13-car pileup. “We had rain down the front. 
So about 10 seconds before we got into Turn 1, it was raining. 
I’m sure the fans felt it, and then they watched us all pile in 
there.” 

NASCAR opted to wait out the rain, dried the track and 
lifted the red flag at 3:54 p.m. The resumption didn’t change 
the winner, but it enabled Blaney to move up the leaderboard 
past wrecked cars to a 15th-place finish, enough to eliminate 
eight-place finisher Truex from the Playoff. 

Austin Dillon grabs Playoff 
spot with rainy Daytona win

Austin Dillon, driver of the #3 BREZTRI Chevrolet, celebrates in 
the Ruoff Mortgage victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup 
Series Coke Zero Sugar 400 at Daytona International Speedway 
on Aug. 28, 2022, in Daytona Beach, Fla.  

       Photo by Meg Oliphant/Getty Images

The eight-car accident knocked Bell and Brad Keselowski 
out of the race, denying Keselowski a Playoff spot for the first 
time since 2013. 

“Somebody wrecked in front of me,” Keselowski said. “I’m 
not really sure exactly what happened, but there were just a 
bunch of cars wrecking in front of me. I didn’t have anywhere 
to go and couldn’t slow down in time, so I hate it for our 
team."  

“We had a really fast race car. We were working our way to 
the front.”  

Truex earned six points with a fifth-place finish in Stage 1 
and raced to a runner-up result in Stage 2, good for nine points, 
as Blaney continued to lose laps to the lead pack. The first two 
stages reduced Blaney’s lead over Truex in the standings to 10 
points, but a wreck on the backstretch early in the final stage 
halted Truex’s charge. 

On Lap 102, Michael McDowell, running second, pulled 
out of line with a run on leader Joey Logano, but Reddick’s 
off-center hit to McDowell’s back bumper sent the No. 34 
Ford rocketing into the outside wall. The contact ignited an 
eight-car melee that eliminated the machines of McDowell, 
Ross Chastain and William Byron. 

The wreck ended the Playoff hopes for McDowell, who had 
restarted in the lead on Lap 101. Truex’s car was damaged, 
too, but not terminally. Ultimately, though, it was the damage 
in that wreck that kept the 2017 series champion from main-
taining a gap over Blaney sufficient to earn the final Playoff 
spot. 

“That's definitely a lot more stressful than I wanted coming 
into here, but I just got to give a lot of props to the 12 group, 
you know, for fixing it and sticking with it all day,” Blaney 
said. “That's why you do it. 

“Your day can start off like that, and you just stay with it 
and stay in the game. And it was definitely beneficial for us.” 

Cassill came home fourth, followed by Noah Gragson, as 
only 10 drivers finished on the lead lap, and only 17 were run-
ning at the end.  

Early in the race, Blaney got a serious scare, as far as his 
Playoff hopes were concerned. On Lap 31, Blaney’s No. 12 
Team Penske Ford was third in line in the bottom lane behind 
Erik Jones and Denny Hamlin when Jones’ No. 43 Petty GMS 
Chevrolet got loose and lost momentum off Turn 2. 

Blaney slammed into the back of Hamlin’s Toyota, turning 
the No. 11 Camry toward the infield. As the bottom lane com-
pressed, Christopher Bell’s No. 20 Toyota spun behind Blaney, 
shot across the track and knocked Blaney’s Mustang into the 
outside wall, severely damaging the right-front quarter of 
Blaney’s car. 

Pit crew member, Paul Swan embraces Austin Dillon, driver of 
the #3 BREZTRI Chevrolet, after winning the NASCAR Cup 
Series Coke Zero Sugar 400 at Daytona International Speed-
way on August 28, 2022 in Daytona Beach, Florida.  

Photo by James Gilbert/Getty Images 



THuRSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 VOLUME 40    NUMBER 16 THE MACON COuNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GuIDE 21

CAROLINA EQUIPMENT & RENTALS
(828) 349-3399

6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734

We offer Rental Equipment for all your 
Excavating & Land Clearing needs.
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OOffffiiccee AAssssiissttaanntt

Jeremy Clements scores Daytona upset in 
wild NASCAR Xfinity race
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Friday night’s

bizarre, attrition-filled, rain-delayed
NASCAR Xfinity Series race at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway produced an appropri-
ately unexpected outcome when Jeremy
Clements took the checkered flag under cau-
tion at the end of the third attempt at over-
time. 

Clements’ victory in the Wawa 250, a race
that started roughly three hours late and
ended shortly before 1:30 a.m. on Saturday,

was his first at Daytona and the second of his
career. Both of Clements victories have come
on August 27, his first at Road America on
Aug. 27, 2017. 

“I’m speechless, man—I don’t even know
what to say,” said Clements, who grabbed a
Playoff spot with the victory and shoved

Ryan Sieg into 13th place in the standings,
12 points below the cut line. “We survived
that big wreck back there (in the first over-
time). It was like a ‘Days of Thunder’ wreck. 

“Then I was like, ‘If we can just keep up
with these guys, it’ll be a good day—top five
and bring this car home in one piece.’ But,
wow! This is incredible.” 

As race leader Austin Hill lost electrical
power and steered his Chevrolet to the apron,
Clements got a push from Sage Karam on the
third overtime restart on Lap 117 and was out
front on the final lap when NASCAR called

the 11th caution for Riley
Herbst’s spin on the back-
stretch. Timmy Hill finished
second, followed by AJ All-
mendinger, Brandon
Brown and Karam,
who posted his ca-
reer-best finish. 

Eighteen of the 38
cars that started the
race were already in
the garage when
Clements took the
checkered flag. 

A massive multicar
wreck on Lap 98 of a
scheduled 100 sent
the race to overtime.
First, Landon Cas-
sill’s Chevrolet
slapped the outside
wall and collided with
Jeb Burton’s Ca-
maro. 

Then, at the front of
the field, Daniel Hemric
moved down the track and
turned off the nose of Noah
Gragson Chevrolet, igniting a
melee that involved eight cars.

But that was just the appe-
tizer before a feast of crumpled

chassis that followed the restart for the first
attempt at overtime. On Lap 104, Brown’s
Chevrolet got loose on the backstretch in
front of Riley Herbst’s Ford. 

Brown spun, and 13 cars were damaged in
the ensuing chaos. But the hardest hit of the
night came on overtime attempt No. 2.  

Chain reaction contact between the cars of
Clements, Allmendinger and Noah Gragson
turned Gragson into the path of Landon Cas-
sill’s Chevrolet. The impact from Cassill’s
car spun Gragson around 360 degrees and
tore the body off the front clip. 

Gragson had led a race-high 54 laps at that
point. 

A multicar accident on Lap 83 put a dent in

Chase Elliott, driver of the #9 NAPA Auto Parts Chevrolet, and
the 2022 Regular Season Champion poses with the trophy at
the 1948 Club prior to the NASCAR Cup Series Coke Zero
Sugar 400 at Daytona International Speedway on Aug. 27, 2022
in Daytona Beach, Fla. Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images

828-524-8080
121 Phillips Street 

Franklin, NC

Sheldon Creed’s Playoff hopes and de-
stroyed his No. 2 Richard Childress Racing
Chevrolet.  

John Hunter Nemechek’s No. 26 Toyota
got loose off Turn 2 and spun off the front
bumper of Brown’s Chevy.  

“All of a sudden, I was looking at the in-
side wall,” Nemechek said. “I’m not sure

what happened, but I felt like I was hooked in
the left rear.” 

Creed’s Camaro hit Nemechek’s car and
spun to the inside and shot back across the
track into traffic, demolishing Joe Graf Jr.’s
Ford. The wreck kept Creed below the Play-
off cut line, 55 points behind Cassill for the
last spot, with three races left before the Play-
off field is set. 

Jeremy Clements, driver of the #51 One
Stop/ASE Chevrolet, celebrates in victory
lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series
Wawa 250 powered by Coca-Cola at Daytona
International Speedway on Aug. 26, 2022, in
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Photo by James Gilbert/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 14

64. Proofreader's mark

DOWN
1. Source of light, in Spanish
2. Tel ____, Israel
3. Cloud of particles
4. Bald Eagle to Americans,
e.g.
5. Fanatical
6. Rallying cry to the workers of
the world
7. ____-peasy
8. *____ zero, lowest possible
temperature
9. Large edible mushrooms

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: SCIENCE

ACROSS
1. Out of harm's way
5. Street, in Paris
8. *Citric or sulfuric one
12. *Female gamete
13. Comedian Carvey
14. Excessively fat
15. Trunk extension
16. Wading bird
17. Savory jelly
18. *Distance per unit of time
20. Prep a salad
21. Omit or suppress
22. Hair goo
23. Preterm infant, colloqui-
ally
26. Free from slavery
30. Rapid escape
31. Lady slipper, e.g.
34. Ruptured
35. Goodbye, in Puerto Val-
larta
37. Long, long time
38. Greek Bs
39. "Cheers" regular
40. Sheep's coat
42. Over the top, in text mes-
sages
43. Tangle up
45. a.k.a. sea hawk
47. U.N. workers' grp.
48. Xbox user, e.g.
50. Zero, on a court
52. *Vertical distance
55. Pavarotti, e.g.
56. *Radical, in math
57. Smidgen
59. *Chemically inactive
60. With competence
61. Countess' husband
62. *Ammonia or baking
soda, e.g.
63. ___ canto

10. Osiris' wife
11. Yuletide mo.
13. Chancier
14. Like Cheerios
19. Mixtures
22. Cowboy's shoe prod
23. *Two-dimensional shape
24. *Radioactive noble gas
25. Middle Eastern V.I.P.s
26. Collier's office
27. *Energy-converting device
28. Very angry
29. Easily irritated
32. *Basic unit of life
33. Tiller's tool

36. *Plant- and animal-eater
38. Continually annoy
40. Back, to a pendulum
41. State of harmony
44. Heads-up
46. Prigs
48. Shakespeare's theater
49. *Model of Earth
50. Diva Horne
51. Change for a five
52. Saudi, e.g.
53. "Doggone it!"
54. Hibernia
55. *Tebibyte abbreviation
58. Deli order

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 14

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RES-
CUE Thrift Store, Open Tues-
day thru Saturday, 9am- 4pm,
1521 Old Murphy Rd.,
(828)369-3046.
REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tuesday-
Friday, 10am-6pm, Saturday
10am-4pm, Benefits Victims of
Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault in Macon County. Infor-
mation call (828)369-2040.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.

Take care of
the Earth

TheMaconCountyNews.com

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
FFaaiitthhffuullllyy ggiivviinngg ttoo

ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess

4462 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • (828) 371-0992
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Fabric, Parts & 
Complete Assemblies

RV AWNING REPAIR 
& INSTALLATION

99995577 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd..
OOttttoo,, NNCC

828-349-4500IInn OOttttoo ssiinnccee 11999988

Licensed 
& Insured

GA 706-970-9036

• Remodeling • Repair

Commercial & 
Residential

NC 828-371-7035
DIRK SPIER

Providing Exceptional Quality, Professionalism & Value  
for Over 30 Years!

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

RELIABLE HOUSEKEEPERS
Available for cleaning services in
Highlands/Franklin area. Quality
work. Excellent references. Year-
round. (828)524-3867.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC service.
Professional Reasonable rates.
NC Licensed and fully insured.
20+ years experience. (845)807-
1326.
FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Ex-
terior Pressure Washing, our
goal is to keep your property
happy and healthy! For any
questions call (828)200-5298
We’re happy to help.
GREENTHUMB LAWN SER-
VICES Do you need Spring
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping, Leaf Blowing,
Handyman Services. 18 Years
Experience. Call (828)421- 8847.
PIANO INSTRUCTION Bill
Grimmett, bill@grmt.net.
(404)641-1801. Master of Music
Degree in Piano Pedagogy,
Member Music Teachers Na-
tional Association.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chipper.
Install Septic Systems, Retaining
Walls, Rock Work, Boulders,
Patio, Perez. (828)524- 8650,
(828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms Homes
and Industries, Free Estimates.
248 Crane Circle, Franklin.
(828)524-4976.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524- 2956.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing,
Hardscapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, Design,
Grounds Maintenance and Much
More! Licensed & Insured, Free
Estimates (828)524- 6959.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Drywall,
Painting, Electrical/Plumbing,
Repairs of any kind. 40 Years,
Fast/Reasonable/Reliable.
(828)332-7247.

HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured, Great
References, Call (828)369-9662.
CLEANING PACKING ORGAN-
IZING & Other Household Serv-
ices. Vacation Rental Cleaning.
Great References. Mountain
Area Property Services
(828)550-4585.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
STALLSWORTH  PAINTING In-
terior/Exterior, Pressure Wash-
ing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-0117,
home (828)332-4382.
CNA TRAINED CAREGIVER In
Home Aid, Run Errands, Dr. Ap-
pointments, Grocery Store/Phar-
macy. References. Over 15 Y
ears Experience. (828)342-3750.
MASONRY SERVICES Block,
Rock, Cultured Stone, Stucco,
Also Painting, New Construction,
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
(828)200- 4478.
GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New Instal-
lation, Leaf Guards. No Job Too
Small, Free Estimates. Call Rick
Hall (828)371-3566.
SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.
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EXPERIENCED KITCHEN
HELP Wanted 2-3 Years Expe-
rience on Grill, Plating and
Prep. Please come by Ms. Lois
Restaurant, 145 Highlands Rd.
and pick up an application.
HOME CARE PARTNERS
Want a flexible work schedule
with benefits? Mon–Fri. No
nights or weekends. Full and
Part-time positions. Help some-
one remain independent in their
home rather than be institution-
alized. A lot of people need a lit-
tle help and you could be that
someone who cares. Up to
$12.50 per hour. Call Home
Care Partners (828)586-1570
or (828)507-6065. Applications
available at 525 Mineral
Springs Drive, Sylva.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Franklin is Seeking Part-time
Director of Music and Worship.
Call Page McCurry (828)360-
4503.
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN
Church, a conservative con-
gregation with musical poten-
tial, is seeking a pianist and
choir director. A small but capa-
ble choir, talented instrumental-
ists, coupled with a love for
traditional hymnody and a will-
ingness to try new hymns and
songs, will give the applicant
ample opportunity to lead and
develop a ministry of music to
God’s people. Salary will be
DOE. Please contact Pastor
Toby Pope, (828)342- 6994
CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
is looking to hire a full-time indi-
vidual to assist in the paint de-
partment. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections
and sundry items, stocking
shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds.
This individual must be de-
pendable, self-motivated, have
great customer service skills
and be willing to learn. We will
offer on-the-job training, so ex-
perience is not necessary. For
more information, call Derek
Taylor @ (828)200-9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center
to fill out an application.
COMPANION HEALTH CARE
is looking for part-time RN.
Flexible schedule. Contact
Heather (828)524- 6444.
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B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
MRE’S Military Boots, Clothing,
Rain Gear, Cold Weather Gear,
Sleeping Bags, Vests, Packs,
Bags, Field Gear, G.I. 5 gallon
Gas/Water Cans! We Buy, Trade
all Types Clothes, Field Gear.
Open Monday-Friday 9-6, Satur-
day 9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge Rd.
Franklin, (828)349-3140. band-
mmilitarysurplus.com , bandm-
surplus@gmail.com
WHIRLPOOL MODEL
WFE770H0FZ 30” 6.4 cu.ft. Fin-
gerprint Resistant Stainless
Steel Electric Smoothtop Range.
Approx 4 yrs old Excellent Con-
dition. Replaced with a gas
stove. $495 or Best Reasonable
Offer. (828)349-3140.
ANVIL, WELDING TABLE, Kiln,
Table Saw, Toolbox, Desk, Chair,
Shelves, TV, Stand, Blueray Sur-
round, Couch, Recliner, Tiller
and More! (828)200-3961.
BUYING WILD GINSENG Every
Day 1pm-9pm, Starting Septem-
ber 1. Best Price Paid. Large
Amounts Welcome. Call Ricky
Teem (828)371-1802 or
(828)524- 7748.
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3-25 ACRES 15 minutes south
of Highlands bordering pro-
tected Chattooga River head-
waters. Amazing views, springs,
good road. $20k/acre and up.
Owned by one family for 180
years. First time available as
small tracts. (910)689-6177.
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RENTAL INVESTMENT PROP-
ERTIES Otto, N.C. 9.5 acres
(m/l); (3) active long-term mobile
home rentals; (1) improved va-
cant camper site/homesite; (1)
idyllic home place/unoccupied
old farmhouse. $414,500. Mary
J. Mason, Broker. (706) 746-
5426.
PRIVATE 1/2 ACRE RV RV lot
on Little Tennessee River. Rent
1-4 months $700 per month in-
cluding all utilities. Franklin  Text
(386)916-0647 for details.
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POM-A-POO PUPPIES 2
males, 1 female. Very cute and
sweet natured. 11 weeks old, all
vaccinations current. $250
each. 828-200-5101.
ADOPT A PET AARC Animal
Shelter, 851 Lake Emory Rd.,
Franklin. Call for an Appoint-
ment. (828)524-4588.
VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.
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SEPTEMBER 10, 10AM-2PM
Storage unit Q1 off Sylva Rd by
Corbin McMahan Heat/Air as
you start up Cowee Mtn on
right, gate will be open.
GARAGE SALE Friday and
Saturday, 9 am to 1 pm, Rain or
Shine, 1003 Pete McCoy Rd.
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91 E350 FORD 7.5L Engine,
AT, AC, 178K miles, AMSOIL
throughout drivetrain, runs
good, newer battery/tires.
$3,000 OBO. (828)332- 0435.
2020 KUBOTA BX235 Front-
loader/backhoe; Hydrostatic
transmission; Easy attach sys-
tem. 189 hours. $16,500. Call
(828)200-3961.
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15’ RINKERBUILT TRI HULL
Boat, New Battery, Nice Condi-
tion, 85hp Mercury. Runs Good
$3,500. (828)349-0061.
2018 STARCRAFT SATEL-
LITE 17RB Travel Trailer. Ex-
cellent condition. Many extras.
Asking $18,500. (828) 421-
3800.
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WANTED: LARGE Satellite
dishes. Will pay top dollar, and
will pick up. Call Jesse at
(828)349-4043.
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