
“I am extremely proud to have worked with my colleagues
in the West to fight for funding priorities that enhance the
quality of life for residents in the Western North Carolina.
From education to economic development, I, along with
Rep. Karl Gillespie, Rep. Mike Clampitt, were able to se-

cure critical funding
that will help
strengthen the West,”
said Sen. Kevin
Corbin.
The budget in-

creases most state em-
ployee salaries by
3.5%. Over the bien-
nium state employees
will receive a 6%

raise. The budget increases the salary for entry-level teach-
ers, and on average teachers will receive a 4.2% pay raise.
Over the biennium, including bonuses, teachers will receive
an average 14.2% additional compensation. Noncertified
public school employees, like bus drivers, will receive ei-
ther a 4% pay raise or an increase to $15/hour, whichever is
greater.

After several weeks of budget negotiations, on Friday, July
1,  the North Carolina General Assembly passed a state
budget with strong bipartisan support. The $27.9 billion
budget provides raises for state employees and teachers, sub-
stantial infrastructure funding, and much more.  
The House vote was

84-28, and the Senate
vote was 38-9. The
$27.9 billion spending
plan is the largest in state
history—$900 million,
or 3%, more than law-
makers originally
planned to spend in the
upcoming fiscal year.
This bipartisan state

budget builds upon the historic investments included in last
year’s budget,” stated Rep. Karl Gillespie. “The revised
budget includes critical investments in education, teacher
and state employee raises, infrastructure, economic devel-
opment, and school safety. We are also pleased that sub-
stantial water and sewer infrastructure dollars for our district
are included. We are hopeful Governor Cooper will choose
to sign this responsible budget into law.” 
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The Franklin community and its visitors turned out in record numbers for the downtown celebration of Independence Day. A parade,
with participants decked in their finest red, white and blue, culminated in free watermelon, popsicles and costume contests. Above,
a Patriotic Pet Contest was part of Franklin’s Fourth of July festivities with Starry taking first place, Bella coming in second and  Lily
was third.  The celebration concluded with fireworks over Franklin. For more photos, see page 12.                 Photo by Ellen Randall
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State budget headed for governor’s desk

Still no official ID
on human remains
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Following a missing persons investigation launched at the
end of May, four people, Derek McCrackin, Jessica Smith,
Lenore “Lenoka” Wilson, and Christopher Shields were ar-
rested with charges ranging from first-degree kidnapping to
disturbing human remains. 
More than a month later, the investigation remains open

and while the victim at the center of the missing persons in-
vestigation is no longer being searched for by law enforce-
ment officers, a name has not been released, murder charges
have not been filed, and the human remains that were un-
covered have not been officially identified. 
Search warrants executed as part of the investigation show

that residences occupied by Shields were the target locations
of the investigations, which uncovered what law enforce-
ment determined were human remains. While witness state-
ments identified the missing person as being the victim
found during the investigation, law enforcement is waiting
for the state crime lab to confirm the findings so a positive
identification can be made.
“It would be irresponsible to identify our victim until she

has positively been identified,” said Sheriff Robert Holland.
“With the assistance of family members of our victim we
are attempting to do DNA testing to prove the remains are
those of our victim. Until her identity can be confirmed

See BUDGET page 2

“The revised budget includes critical invest-
ments in education, teacher and state employee
raises, infrastructure, economic development,
and school safety. ... We are hopeful Governor
Cooper will choose to sign this responsible
budget into law.”

 
– Rep. Karl Gillespie
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Book store continues on Main Street with new look, new name 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer 

The building at 60 East Main Street in Franklin
has housed hardware and general stores in its cen-
tury-plus history. But since the 1980s, it has been
home to a bookseller, most recently Suzanne
Harouff, who was the owner of Books Unlimited
since the 1990s. 
When Harouff determined she would retire, dis-

cussions ensued with another more recent-to-the-
area bookseller, Liz DeWandeler, who purchased
Millie’s on Georgia Road in 2019. DeWandeler, a
career veterinarian who moved to the Franklin area
five years ago from Colorado, explained that she
was always a bookworm and decided owning a
book store was her new career. She had changed
the name of Millie’s to A Novel Escape and sold
new and used books. 
“I no longer wanted to be a vet,” she said, “so

this was a natural fit for me. When Suzanne and I
began talking, the most important thing to us was
that Main Street not lose a book store.” 
In the last few decades nationwide, independent

booksellers have increasingly been lost to national
chains and online sales. 
“I talked it over with my husband and felt it was

a dream come true,” said DeWandeler, who pur-
chased all the inventory of Books Unlimited. She
closed the store for two months, had the carpet
pulled up to reveal the original wood floors, pulled
away the drop ceiling to expose the original ceil-
ing, and opened up and redecorated spaces. A friend and car-
penter, Bob Nichols, used existing wood to build a large
U-shaped counter-cashier space, and the extensive, com-
bined book inventory is housed on wall shelving and book-
cases throughout. 
“I had a fantastic contractor, Hand Built Dreams [in

Franklin], who took my vision for the store and accom-
plished the renovation,” said DeWandeler, “and then there
were a lot of volunteers who helped. A good friend, who also
does interior design, Logan Kimsey, helped me flesh out the
vision and create a wonderful space and atmosphere.”
DeWandeler shared that the 5th-generation-owned, 19th-

century-built building maintains its historic appeal, yet she
desired that its interior also convey a somewhat modernized
but inviting ambiance. Offered are sitting areas with an-
tiques and repurposed furnishings, a Keurig coffee maker
with a donation jar, and merchandise sporting the store name
that she carried over from her Georgia Road location, A

Liz DeWandeler is the new owner of Franklin’s Main Street
book store, which for many years was Books Unlimited.
DeWandeler changed the name to A Novel Escape, and
the new store mascot is a golden retriever named Brody.
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opening event. She wants to maintain A Novel Escape as a
quality book store, but always consider adding interesting

items “here and there” as well as supporting
local authors and local interests. 
While a fixture at Harouff’s Books Un-

limited was, for many years, a cat or two, A
Novel Escape’s mascot is “Brody,” a
golden retriever. 
“I’m finding that people, especially chil-

dren, are coming in just to see Brody,”
quipped DeWandeler. “But that’s okay. He
likes tummy rubs.” 
Beginning August 2 is the launch of the

store’s book club. Anyone interested can
read the August selection of “The Paris Ar-
chitect” and participate in the book club’s
discussion. On alternating months, readers
will share through a round-table discussion
format their insights regarding what they
are reading currently. Book club meetings
will take place the first Tuesday of each
month at A Novel Escape at 6:30 p.m.  
To keep up with upcoming events, activ-

ities, and offerings, anyone can sign up for
A Novel Escape’s e-newsletter on the
store’s website. 

Cozy sitting spots, merchandise sporting the store’s new name,
and a wide open children’s reading area are some of the
changes made to the Main Street book store as a result of new
ownership.

A Novel Escape is located at 60 East Main Street in the location of the former Books
Unlimited.

Novel Escape, which has been closed so she can concen-
trate on the Main Street store.  
“I’m especially proud of how the children’s area turned

out,” she said. “The children have lots of space in an area
with so much natural light. I plan to have story times and
other activities for them.” 
Offered at the new/old store is a selection of approxi-

mately 60% used and 40% new books. Plus, maps, puzzles,
calendars, greeting cards, postcards, and more are available.
DeWandeler, who reads all genres but especially enjoys
apocalyptic and dystopian type novels and anything es-
capism-related, pointed out that she will order from other
booksellers around the country if necessary.

“I’m a big proponent of shopping small, individually
owned businesses instead of the large online companies,”
she said. “And this store is still serving Suzanne’s (Books
Unlimited) long-time customer base as well as new cus-
tomers, who are local, seasonal, and tourists.”
She admitted that she is having “a lot of fun” and will

soon reveal a “secret” announcement surrounding a grand
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Postcard from Yellowstone: Floods close Yellowstone but still plenty to experience nearby
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

After touching down in Bozeman, Mont., on
June 14, it was quickly evident that something
was amiss. While driving from the airport to
West Yellowstone, flashing signs communicated
“All Entrances Closed.” As one of the most pop-
ular national parks in the United States, the
150th anniversary year of Yellowstone was sup-
posed to be a banner year after two years of pan-
demic upheaval. However, what a U.S.
geological survey is referring to as a “1,000-
Year Flood” occurred on June 13. 

More than 10,000 visitors were ordered out of
Yellowstone as unprecedented flooding tore
through the northern half of the park, washing
out bridges and roads and sweeping an em-
ployee bunkhouse miles downstream. Remark-
ably, no one was reported injured or killed. River
took chunks of roadways, washed away hiking
trails and boardwalks, and choked areas with de-
bris. 

While limited entrance to Yellowstone was al-
lowed beginning June 22, with a system of odd
and even days for travelers depending on the last
number of their license tag, vacationers with Yel-
lowstone plans
still have plenty of
opportunities to
experience Mon-
tana’s “big sky”
and Wyoming’s
vast views – even
when venturing
off the popular
park-related radar.
Cancelling vaca-
tion plans is not
necessary.

For instance,
people with reser-
vations in West
Yellowstone, with
plans to tour Yel-
lowstone National
Park from that en-
trance, may not
realize that Mon-
tana’s Custer Gal-
latin National
Forest, comprised
of 1,819,515
acres, actually
borders Yellow-
stone and includes portions of both the  Absaroka-
Beartooth and Lee Metcalf Wilderness areas within its
boundaries, which means the stunning mountain ranges
and peaks – many of which stay snow-covered much of
the year – are seemingly endless.

In fact, Yellowstone and Custer Gallatin share the
same ecosystem and opportunities to see wildlife, yet
the National Forest areas are much less congested and
currently much more accessible. The forest provides
opportunities to fish for three species of trout in the
major tributaries of the Missouri, Gallatin, and Madi-
son rivers. Views are resplendent with jagged rock
cliffs, which are often replete with bighorn sheep and
bearded mountain goats. But then there are summits
galore, including six separate mountain ranges: Madi-
son,  Bridger,  Crazy,  Absaroka, and  Beartooth. The

Beartooth range is home to Granite Peak, at 12,799 feet,
the highest in Montana. 

And then the well-marked hiking trails are so abun-
dant, one would need months to tackle them all. Fly into
Bozeman, Mont., and drive Hwy. 191 to West Yellow-
stone, which takes a surprise, no-gate-entry-necessary
pass into Yellowstone National Park for several miles.
And this is a section that was not damaged by flood wa-
ters. Along the 88-mile spectacularly scenic 191 are 10
main day-hike trails, including Porcupine Creek, Buck
Ridge, and Windy Pass, as well as three suggested
backpacking trails (see https://www.fs.usda.gov; “Gal-
latin Canyon, Hwy 191 & Big Sky”). 

Finally, once in West Yellowstone, instead of only
partaking in the obvious – entrance into Yellowstone
National Park and access to currently only about half
of the park (the other half may take a year or more to
open again) – drive the 25 miles along Hwy 287. This
route is almost entirely in view of Hebgen Lake, the
Madison Range, Mt. Hebgen, and the waterway that

flooded a valley
when in 1959 a 7.5
earthquake sifted
the landscape cre-
ating what is now
known as Earth-
quake Lake.
There, the Custer
Gallatin National
Forest maintains
an informational
and educational
visitor center with
a fascinating look
at how the majes-
tic landscape was
formed. Return to
West Yellowstone
via the same route,
or make a similar-
distance loop into
Idaho to view
Bighorn Moun-
tains, a spur ex-

tending from the Rocky Mountains approximately 200 miles
northward on the Great Plains.

Almost every roadway affords a chance to see everything
from bison and elk to mule deer and moose. Less frequently
seen are coyotes, wolves, grizzlies, and foxes, but are plenti-
ful in this wilderness. Eagles, osprey, trumpeter swans, and
cranes are commonplace. 

Inside the quaint, walkable town of West Yellowstone are
plenty of shops, a historic walking tour featuring the original
ranger station and train depot, plus ATV, horseback riding,
whitewater rafting, biking, and wildlife viewing tour compa-
nies. 

Once the exploratory, off-the-beaten-path adventure is com-
pleted, the return trip from Yellowstone and West Yellowstone
on 191 is a stunning “see you later” before boarding a plane
at the Bozeman airport.

Distinct rock formations, rivers,
and of wildlife can be seen in and
outside Yellowstone National Park.

Custer Gallatin National Forest offers plenty of opportunities for hiking, fishing, and seeing wildlife
for travelers to Yellowstone National Forest who may have limited access to the park due to cat-
astrophic flooding.

Hebgen Lake, near West Yellowstone provides
boating, swimming, and fishing opportunities as
well as a chance to see bald eagles.





THE MACON COUNTy NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE10 THURSDAy, JULy 7, 2022VOLUME 40    NUMBER 8 OPINION

Letters to the Editor

The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
any advertisement or supplement beyond the actual cost of the ad-
vertisement or supplement. In no event shall publisher be liable for
any consequential damages or any damages in excess of the cost of
the advertisement or supplements. The Macon County News and
Shopping Guide reserves the right not to accept an advertiser’s order.
Only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance
of the advertiser’s order. No brokering of advertising space or sup-
plements will be accepted without prior approval of publisher. Third
Class Mailing Privileges Authorized at Franklin, N.C. 28734

Emily Hughes
Graphic Designer

Vickie Carpenter, Classifieds/Photographer

Jay Baird
Advertising Representative

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances.”

26 West Main Street, Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767 • FAX: 369-2700
www.themaconcountynews.com 

Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com
Deadline for display advertising is Friday at 
4 p.m. Classified deadline Monday, 3 p.m

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer 

Diane Peltz
Contributing Writer 

Brittney Lofthouse
Contributing Writer 

Shana Bilbrey
Graphic Designer

Betsey Gooder
Publisher /Advertising Director/ Editor

What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

At last month’s Highlands
Town Board meeting commis-
sioners passed a $27.3 million
budget for this coming fiscal
year.   I hope that budget num-
ber increases by September.
Let me explain, I’m not talking
about more spending or a tax
increase.

In May, the town submitted
grants to the state for funding
several important infrastructure projects. We submitted
a grant for replacing an aging water pre-clarifier tank and
the refurbishing of a pump station at the water plant. We
are requesting about $4.75 million for this grant project.
Another grant was submitted for replacing an aging two-
inch galvanized water line on Dog Mountain and for the
replacement of a small, undersize water tank. This grant
request is for $3.4 million.  If we are awarded both grants
the town would receive over $8 million from the state.
As a result, the board would have to recognize the fund-
ing and add it to the budget. So, instead of a $27.3 mil-
lion budget, it could be several million dollars more.

Now I am not sure about what revenue the grants will
generate.  Our staff believes we have submitted strong
applications and have demonstrated a critical need for
support.  But, the grants are competitive and there is no
guarantee they will be funded. It is very likely we could
receive partial funding from the state.  In that case the
town would have to cover the remainder in order to com-
plete the projects.  Partial funding, say 4 or 5 million,
would be better than no funding at all. A lot of infra-
structure funding is now available. Highlands simply
wants a fair share.

Earlier this year we allocated our portion of the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan funds toward replacing an aging two-
inch waterline on Moorewood Drive. The good news is
that project is now completed and residents should be
back on line with a new six-inch water line. Several
years ago the town completed a similar project on Split
Rail.  We will continue our program of replacing the
aging two-inch waterlines in the system.

There are several updates on road projects involving
NCDOT and the town.  Plans are moving forward to
pave Big Bear Pen from Upper Lake Road down to
Chestnut Street.  NCDOT has completed two environ-
mental impact studies and are in the final stages of de-
signing the project.  It will be several months before

Patrick Taylor

See LETTERS on page 11
Continued on page 11

New facility will be nothing more than a holding pen
It was June 2016 and the fireflies were blinking in the sul-

try, thick air of a Southern evening. I was rocking and hand-
fanning with a local funeral home fan with Jesus on the
front.  We were sitting on the veranda dreaming about a cool
place to go for vacation.

“Hey Sugar, how about a trip to the Great Smoky Moun-
tains?” I asked my beloved husband who was rockin’ and
fannin’ in time with me. “Sounds like a brilliant idea dar-
lin’”, he responded. “Get packed!”

A few days later we were on the road. As we drove along
I thought to myself that convincing him, back in April, that
we should retire from our career in international structural
engineering was a good thing. Speaking only two and a half
languages, English, Southern and some Spanish made it
more difficult to work in third-world jungles.

We arrived in Franklin, Macon County, N.C., where God
lives.  It’s just an awesome place with nice folks.

The second week of vacation, my beloved awakened me
at 5 a.m. My world changed forever! 

“Put your boots on Honey, we have to go to the hospital.”
he said calmly. At 5:05 we arrived at the Angel Hospital. We
held hands as we walked into the Emergency Room where
he announced, “Doc I think I’m having a heart attack.” Sud-
denly, all these people surrounded us and proceeded to at-
tend to my precious husband with wires, monitors, tubes,
bells and lights. Action! Doctors and nurses, extraordinary
people, in pale blue, green and black uniforms were franti-
cally doing miraculous things to save a life!

Hours later we were in an ambulance headed up the scary
highway over the mountains to Mission Heart Tower in
Asheville.  The best Cardiac Team this side of the Missis-
sippi took over. They whisked him away from me into emer-
gency. I was left all alone. As they rolled him away to the
Operating Room a nice doctor took my hand and said “I
have called a Chaplain for you.” I sat freezing in a t-shirt in
an empty room.

The hours slowly went by, one minute at a time, then an-
other minute. I felt like I had not taken a breath since they
took him away. I was in shock and too numb to cry. This
gave new meaning to “Cowboy Up.”

The doctors finally took me to see him. He didn’t look so
damn good with all those “Star Wars” attachments in him
and around him. He had never been hospitalized in his life.
That same wonderful  doctor came to me and spoke so softly
and said, “I think he’s going to be ok.”

The hours became days and the days became nights. The
staff was magnificent! They were attentive, they cared. It
was written all over their faces.  The room was sparkling
clean! Their smiles, their words of encouragement, their
prayers were uplifting and there were certainly enough of
them to do the job. They even got me some coffee and PJ’s.
They were like “angels.”

He was finally released, but we faced months of cardiac
therapy, tons of medicines and regular appointments at
Asheville Cardiology. The “Cardiac Team” at the Heart
Tower referred us to Asheville Cardiology at Angel Hospital
in Franklin. That was a blessing because we did not have to
drive to Asheville three times a week for therapy.  In the blink
of an eye my life took a new course. I had to find a house to
rent, set up a home and organize all the appointments to keep
his care in check.

I refused to go back home and change medical care be-
cause Macon County, at that time, had the best medical care.
A year went by without me sleeping. I sat up every night just
watching and listening to him breath.

Fast forward:  Recently during our regularly scheduled ap-
pointment to Asheville Cardiology I noticed that the nursing
staff and doctors were no longer smiling. Serious stress was
apparent on their faces. For five years we had received a re-
turn call within 24 hours no matter what. Alarm bells started
going off when it took five days to get a call back. Remem-
ber folks, we are talking “Cardiac patients” here. While at
the appointment we learned that five employees had walked
out and the doctor was doing everything with the help of two
people.

Some basic research into the health care situation revealed
some horrible truths. Mission Health, well  known as one of
the best, rural , non-profit healthcare systems in the world,
was sold by the “trustees” to Hospital Corporation of Amer-
ica in a very quiet way that was supposedly overseen by the
Attorney General of North Carolina. They, HCA, promised
as part of the sale that if you like your health care you can
keep your healthcare, if you like your doctor you can keep
your doctor and that the level of “care” would not change.
Where in the hell have I heard that before?

It was a dirty dog lie! Over 100 physicians have left! Ten
spine surgeons are gone! Twenty-year physicians were told
to take a pay cut or leave. They left! No more babies are
coming into the world  at Angel Hospital.  The level of care
has indeed changed! (They charge me $87 for a shot that my
veterinarian used to give to me for free when he came to
work my horses.)

One of the conditions of the sale was that HCA had to
build a new hospital here in Franklin which they are doing,
but what good will that do if all the specialists are transferred
to Ashville and the hospital has no doctors or nurses?  The
new one will be nothing more than a holding pen for people
that are being transferred to Asheville.  HCA already con-
trols over 70% of the health care in Western North Carolina
which is the legal threshold for a monopoly by the way.

I want a big fat-ass check from the “trustees” who cut the
slick deal to take our medical services away from Macon
County through the sale to HCA. I would like them to reim-
burse me for my real estate investment here because without
Asheville Cardiology what will we do? The people of Macon
County would be well advised to take this problem seriously
because if our medical care gets as bad as it appears to be
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Jan. 6 proves how vulnerable democracy really is
The question on the minds of many Americans, will Mer-

rick Garland follow the endless trail of irrefutable evidence
and charge Donald Trump and his co-conspiriters for the
crimes for which they are clearly guilty, or will he let them
off the hook?  Whether the Attorney General chooses to re-
store the independence and integrity of the Department of
Justice or not by charging the former president for inciting
a deadly attack on the Capitol in a failed attempt to overturn
the 2020 election and prevent the peaceful transfer of
power, Merrick Garland's actions will mark a life-chang-
ing crossroad for our Republic.

The morning after the election in November 2020, Don-
ald Trump, instead of conceding an election he lost by 7
million votes, strolled to the mike and did what he does best
- he lied.  He said, "we won and we won big," calling the re-
sults of the election, "a fraud on the American people."  He
purposely gave birth to the Big Lie, the cock and bull story
he and his devoted followers trumpet to this day.

Donald Trump exploited America's growing divisions
over class, race, gender, and religion for political purposes.
That's deplorable, but it's not against the law.  Inflaming a
mob to attack the Capitol (an act the former president of
the United States perpetrated (and which is no longer in dis-
pute) is.

The events surrounding January 6th forced Americans
(and citizens around the globe) to recognize and understand
how vulnerable democracy really is and how very close we
came to losing it.

Men who remembered their oath to protect and defend
died that day (or soon after because of it).   Men, and
women, who didn't flinch in the line of duty were injured,
some with life-long wounds because of one man who chose
to incite a hoard in a futile attempt to overturn an election
he knew he lost.

Speaking to the investigative committee, J. Michael Lut-
tig (a retired, conservative, federal judge) said Trump's at-
tempt to overturn the vote brought the nation to the edge of
a "revolution within a constitutional crisis and that Trump
and his allies are laying the groundwork to try again in
2024," adding, "they are a clear and present danger to
American democracy and I don't speak those words
lightly."

The Republican Party continues to be an accomplice in
Trump's wrongdoing; denying, defying, obstructing and
preventing (by any means available) the January 6th com-
mittee from completing its duty.  History will record, as
Representative Liz Cheney (R/WY) (speaking to her Re-
publican colleagues), so eloquently and forcefully phrased,
"There will come a day when Donald Trump is gone, but
your dishonor will remain."

Cheney also spoke of those who "honored their oath of
office," January 6th, and did their duty."  I would remind

my fellow veterans (who are choosing to remain silent even
as our Republic teeters on the brink of collapse), we took
that same oath.  I took it five times in my Navy career, serv-
ing under presidents Eisenhower to Carter.  "We take our
oath to defend the United States Constitution," Rep. Cheney
stated, "and that oath has to mean something."  Yes, I agree,
it does.

By his actions (confirmed many times over by his own
words), Donald Trump grossly and continuously abused the
power of his office.  I don't know what Merrick Garland is
going to do but his choices seem clear.

Choosing not to prosecute Trump would signal that pres-
idents are above the law and would be a transparent invita-
tion to future presidents to do whatever they want.  To not
prosecute, ends democracy in America as we know it.

Merrick Garland must defend democracy and that means
upholding the rule of law by "following the facts wherever
they lead, by holding all January 6th perpetrators, at any
level, accountable under the law," as Merrick Garland stated
and promised to do.

Granted, no previous Attorney General has faced such a
momentous challenge given no other president has ever in-
stigated a coup d'etat against the United States of America.
Whatever Merrick Garland decides will surely have conse-
quences well beyond our lifetime... and the world is watch-
ing.  

David Snell – Franklin, N.C.

The root of good vs. evil
We all seem to be in a search of something that we can

not fully explain. The “left” wants unbridled freedoms of
what seems there's no boundaries or responsibility towards
the outcome. The “right” wants to retain freedoms which
seem can only be found within boundaries which leads a re-
sponsible  society towards an agreed outcome. 

This tension is found within most everything our world
deals with. The war in Ukraine or abortion being justified or
unjustified, allowing of opposite voices to be heard or si-
lenced. For most of us all this back and forth seems mad-
dening and troubling to the heart and soul of who we are.
Yet it seems many have lost their heart and soul towards
evil intent, and have no foundation of values or what it
means to be unselfish within a world where self strives for
what it wants. 

Whether an Atheist or Christian, if you’re human, we all
struggle with good against evil. Yet many seem not to know
where this comes from. In every child's fairy tale, every
movie or book lies the struggles against good and evil.
Everyone of us deal and see this daily. We pass laws to fight
this, but often we also pass laws that encourage it. Yet, it's
an internal battle which reflects itself from within us, but
outwardly shows itself within our society which is made up
of each of us. This struggle is something we all see, yet
comes from a source we pay little attention to. The realiza-
tion that there is a God that is (Good)  vs. Satan, which is
opposite and (Evil), is played out daily in real life and time,
but is refuted at every turn in modern life and living. We to-
tally wish it away and seek to live as “we”  choose how to
live. So we ignore the warnings and live only for the mo-
ment, until we come to the end of our rope, so to speak, or
the end of life which can only be lived once and never
again. No hope... no reason to live, or to die, because we
are told there is no God, or we all are part god, yet we live
within the very presence of Good vs. Evil and can't explain
“Why?”

There's a poem which addresses this well. It's a point
where one’s back is against a wall and life itself hangs in a
delicate balance.... 

“Lord God... I have 'never' spoken to You. But now I want
to say, how do You do. You see God, they told me You did-

headed the “retirees” will no longer invest in our county.
This corporate raider maneuver makes my ass want to cro-
chet Texas barbed wire.

We the people of Macon County need to speed-dial our
Senators, Representatives, Governor and anybody else that
will listen to help us.

Please, folks, we have to challenge this backroom-cigar
smokin’ deal! Who are these trustees who sold us out? Pray
about this!  Monopoly is a board game – this is real life. To-
morrow at 5 a.m. it may be your husband, wife or loved-one
who faces death. God bless all y’all,

In the Spirit,  

G. M. Newton – Franklin, N.C.

n't exist, And like a fool I believed all this. Last night from
a shell hole I saw Your sky. I figured right then, they had
told me a lie. Had I taken time to see the things You made,
I'd have known they weren't calling a spade a spade. I won-
der God, if you would take my hand. Somehow I feel that
You'll understand. Funny I had to come to this hellish place,
Before I had time to see Your face. Well, I guess there isn't
much more to say. But I'm sure glad God, I met you today.
I guess zero hour will soon be here. But I'm not afraid since
I know You're near...Look now this will be a horrible fight.
Who knows I may come to Your house tonight. Though I
wasn't friendly to You before. I wonder God, if You'd wait
at your door. Look, I'm crying, I'm shedding tears, I'll have
to go now God, goodbye. Strange now that I've met You I'm
not afraid to die.” (Hardy Shaw, “In the Trenches”)

Love should be shown without pretending, Hate evil, and
hold on to what is Good ! (Roms. 12:9) To know good and
where goodness comes from is the beginning of knowing
God, and the giver of purpose and life.  A life of selfishness
and pride is given by Satan who is the destroyer of every-
thing good.        

Re-thinking life  

Deni Shepard – nds13@frontier.com

construction gets underway. The town will have to co-
ordinate with NCDOT in relocating town utilities.  

Our town staff recently talked with NCDOT officials
about the short unpaved section from Upper Lake to
Bowery Road.  The unpaved section is a state road.
The DOT folks indicated they would be open to giving
that road section to the town so paving could continue
to Bowery. Many years ago when the town limits were
expanded out to the Bowery area, that section was
never converted to a town road.  There are several
other small, unpaved state roads, such as a section of
Wingina,  that might also fall under the same consid-
eration. The rationale for paving unpaved roads has
been to minimize erosion and sedimentation in our
water impoundment areas. 
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Scenes from the Fourth of July 
celebration in downtown Franklin
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The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department made the
following arrests June 20 - July
3. All suspects are innocent
until proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

June 27
Timothy Michael Carson, was charged with felony proba-

tion violation. Joel Lynch made the arrest. 

June 28
Jacquelyn Ruth Stewart, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of a schedule II controlled
substance and simple possession of a schedule IV controlled
substance. Matthew T. Breedlove made the arrest. 
Eric Clinton Prevette, was charged with child support en-

forcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Alvin Dewayne Ervin, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 
Kenneth Lee Standingdeer, was issued warrant service for

resist a public officer and second degree trespass. Gabe D.
Bingham made the arrest. 

June 29
Mikel Paul Worley, was charged with assault and battery.

Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

July 1
Joseph Michael Cyphers, was issued a true bill of indict-

ment. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Jose Luis Patino Alvarez, was charged with failure to ap-

pear for felony. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Alyxzandrya Bell, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 
Randy Topaz Stewart, was charged with maintaining a

place for controlled substances, possession of a firearm by a
convicted felon, possession of cocaine, possession of a con-
trolled substance on prison/jail premises and possession with
intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule II controlled
substance. Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
Devin Rashawn Stewart, was charged with maintaining a

place for a controlled substances, possession with intent to
manufacture sell/deliver a schedule II controlled substance
and possession of a schedule II controlled substance. 
Bradley Kevin Jones, was charged with probation viola-

tion. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 
Adriana Nichole Garcilita, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Franklin George Hill, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 

July 3
Wendy Lynn Goodrich, was charged with simple assault. 
Andrew Edward Andrews, was charged with assault on a

female. Deputy Lydia Bellavance made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

June 24
Bryan Scott Garringer, was charged with probation viola-

tion. J.A. Riles made the arrest. 

June 28
Jess Philip Standingdeer, was issued an order for arrest for

felony probation violation. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

June 20
Matthew Douglas Rowe, 34, of Pumpkin Town Rd., was

charged with failure to appear for possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of methamphetamine. A secured bond
of $4,000 was set. 

June 21
Travis Andrew Mason, 29, of Clayton St., was charged with

failure to appear for possession of stolen goods. A secured bond
of $1,500 was set. 
Conelious Ashe, 30, of Blanton Branch Rd., was charged

with driving while license revoked not impaired revocation,
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of metham-
phetamine. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 
Christopher Slade Barkley, 20, of Thomas Valley Rd., Whit-

tier, was charged with first degree arson. A secured bond of
$150,000 was set. 
Kenneth Christopher Potts, 48, of Huntington Ridge, Whit-

tier, was charged with injury to personal property. No bond was
set. 
Loretta Jean Bradley, 54, of Huntington Ridge, Whittier, was

charged with injury to personal property. No bond was set. 

June 22
Nicholas Steven Maykus Shelby, 23, of Harris Ave., Austin,

TX, was charged with communicating a threat of mass vio-
lence on educational property. No bond was set. 
Crystal Gail Bradley, 45, of Teleeski Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to appear for obtain property by false pre-
tense, larceny after break/enter and breaking and or entering. A
secured bond of $2,500 was set. 

June 23
Drew Garett Hoyle, 22, of Bagonia Lane, was charged with

possession of methamphetamine and possession of a schedule
II controlled substance. A secured bond of $2,500 was set. 
Nicholas Steven Maykus Selby, 23, of Harris Ave., Austin

T, was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, felony
possession of marijuana, possession of a schedule III controlled
substance and possession of a schedule I controlled substance.
A secured bond of $2,500 was set. 
William Joseph Conner, 31, of Oak Hill Dr., was charged

with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of marijuana
paraphernalia, felony possession of synthetic cannabinoid,
felony possession of a schedule I controlled substance and pos-
session of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $1,500 was
set. 

June 24
Mark Allen Thoman, 38, of Jonquil Dr., was charged with as-

sault on a female. No bond was set. 
Jeremy Andrew Steed, 44, of Levi Mathis Rd., Whittier, was

charged with domestic protective order violence. No bond was
set. 
Anthony Kelvin Sequoyah, 33, of Whittier, was charged with

felony possession of a schedule II controlled substance. A se-
cured bond of $5,000 was set. 
Jess Clingmon Owens, 41, of Haywood Rd., was charged

with indecent exposure, disseminate obscenity to minor under
16 and indecent liberties with a child. A secured bond of
$50,000 was set. 
Ethan Matthew Leonard, 18, of Love St., Franklin, was

charged with resisting a public officer, flee/elude arrest with a
motor vehicle and unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. A se-
cured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Charles Alden Brooks, 19, of Sylva, was charged with sec-

ond degree trespass and attempted break and enter a building.
No bond was set. 

June 27
Saith David Cucumber, 27, of Bali Dr., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to appear for possession of a firearm by a
felon, failure to wear seat belt, driving while license revoked

not impaired revocation, reckless driving to endanger, driving
while impaired, breaking and entering of a motor vehicle
forcible, injury to personal property, kidnapping and attempted
larceny.  A secured bond of $153,000 was set. 

June 28
Christian Valdin Rave Green, 20, of Hillcrest St., was

charged with failure to appear for drive/allow a motor vehicle
with no registration, no liability insurance and speeding. A se-
cured bond of $500 was set. 
Kevin Scott Watson, 29, of East Sylva Circle, was charged

with misdemeanor probation violation. A secured bond of
$15,000 was set. 
Javier Alejandro, 38, of Sylva, was charged with resist/ob-

struct/delay a law enforcement officer. A secured bond of
$1,000 was set. 

June 29
Jess Harvey Cagle, 49, of Macktown Rd., Dillsboro, was

charged with second degree trespass. A secured bond of $500
was set. 
David Gregory Watson, 44, of Marshall St., Waynesville,

was charged with failure to appear for misdemeanor probation
violation. A secured bond of $3,000 was set. 
Charles Robert Sturgis, 40, of Too How Rd., Whittier, was

charged with assault causing serious bodily injury. A secured
bond of $15,000 was set. 

June 30
Mark Allen Thoman, 38, of Jonquil Dr., was charged with vi-

olation of a court order. A secured bond of $1,500 was set. 
William Leroy Wright, 42, of Addie Littlejohn Rd., Chero-

kee, was charged with fail to work after paid,  possession of
stolen goods/property, larceny after breaking and entering,
breaking and entering, and obtaining property by false pre-
tenses. A secured bond of $122,000 was set. 
Kenneth Lee Brooks, 42, of Mimosa Lane, Was charged with

injury to personal property and discharge weapon on occupied
property. An unsecured bond of $20,000 was set.

July 1
Timothy Ray Smith, 53, of Quallatown Rd., Whittier, was

charged with failure to appear for simple assault. A secured
bond of $1,000 was set. 
Jim Kye Blankenship, 23, of Big Cove Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to appear for all other offenses. A secured
bond of $500 was set. 
Hunter Lee Lewis, 25, of Maynor Dr., Balsam, was charged

with felony probation violation, carrying a concealed weapon
and interfere with electronic monitor device. A secured bond of
$30,000 was set. 
Dalton Faron Taylor, 20, of Sylva, was charged with failure

to appear for drive after consuming under 21 years of age and
driving while intoxicated. A secured bond of $3,000 was set. 
Donathan Nathaniel Colby Shelton, 30, of Magnolia St., was

issued a fugitive warrant. A secured bond of $70,000 was set.

July 2
Kristopher Alexander Tutt, 26, of Thomas Coke Dr., Way-

nesville, was charged with assault on a female. No bond was
set. 
Matthew Paul Leonard, 42, of Sylva, was charged with child

support purge, failure to appear for a canceled/revoked/sus-
pended certificate/tag, operate a vehicle with no insurance,
driving while license revoked not impaired revocation, failure
to wear seat belt for driver, driving while license revoked im-
paired revocation, possession of drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion of methamphetamine and possession of a stolen motor
vehicle. A secured bond of $20,347 was set. 

July 3
Christina Benton Filan, 55, of Jonquil Dr., was charged with

violation of a court order. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 
Mark Alien Thoman, 38, of Jonquil Dr., was charged with vi-

olation of a release order. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number
to confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are
allergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like
diapers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off
Highlands Road.

Bascom Center for the Visual Arts July Free Exhibitions on
Thursday, July 7, 4  to 5 p.m., artists instructors Takuro and Hitomi
Shibata will talk about ceramics with reception to follow. On Friday,
July 15, 3 p.m., Collector Talk with Kirk Moore will discuss sense of
place, one person’s travels through the southern imaginary landscape.
Opening on July 16 at the Joel Gallery,  “Like No Other Place,” through
Dec. 31. Opening July 30 at the Thompson Gallery,  “Members Chal-
lenge: Place” through Sept. 10. The gallery is located at 323 Franklin
Rd., Highlands. For more information, call  (828)526-4949.

Franklin Women’s Club will meet on Friday, July 8,  12 noon,  at Fat
Buddies restaurant in Westgate Plaza.  Program to follow. R.S.V.P. to
Brenda Jacobs, (828)421-0411 if you plan to attend.  For more infor-
mation, call Linda Ellison at (407)342-9654.

Burningtown Baptist Church Family Movie Night will be held on
Friday, July 8. Come at 6 p.m. for a Hot Dog meal and the movie will
follow at 6:45 p.m. The church is located at 446 Burningtown Baptist
Church Road. For more information, call (941)993-8744 or (828)524-
4206.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike to Chattooga River Trail on Sat-
urday, July 9, starting at Whiteside Cove, and go to the Iron Bridge on
Bear Pen Road. Hike along the Chattooga River, seeing rock forma-
tions with some rock scrambling, big tree and swim at the Narrows.
Total hike distance will be 6 miles. Meet at Cashiers Rec. Park at 10
a.m. Must call for reservations. For more information and reservations,
call  leader Susan Kettles  (828)743-1079 or cell (828)399-0090.

American Legion Monthly Meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 12,
dinner at 6 p.m., and meeting at 7 p.m., 614 W Main St. 

Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center Gradua-
tion will be held on Saturday July 16, 10 a.m.,  at the center, 336 Liv-
ing Hope Way, Franklin, with worship, a message, a short video and
the graduates’ testimonies. Refreshments and a reception after. All
are invited.  For more information about the center’s addiction recov-
ery program for men, visit www.livinghopeway.com or call (828)524-
2157.

Music at "The Frog" with Bill Peterson and Dave Stewart on July 9;
Melody Lowery and Friends July 16; Sweet and Sourwood Honey,
Dan Watkins, Shelly Arvidson and Friends July 23; and Shelly Arvid-
son on July 30. The musicians will be playing or singing from 11 am
to 1 pm. Friends of the Greenway/ FROG Quarters is located at 573
E. Main St., Franklin

Otto Community Development Organization Covered Dish will be
held on Monday, July 11, 7 p.m., the Otto Community Building, 65
Firehouse Rd. Program  by Sharon Archer with NC Wildlife Rehabili-
tation. Bring a covered dish and come meet your neighbors.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved
ones are experiencing memory loss meets on Wednesday, July 13
and 27, 2 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the
church from the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the
courtyard and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-
3119.

Childrens Art Classes at the Uptown Gallery on Wednesdays dur-
ing July. Adult workshops in acrylic, watercolor, acrylic paint pouring,
encaustic, and glass fusing are also offered. Free painting in the class-
room Monday’s from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free children’s classes at the
Big Bear Shelter on Saturday, July 9, 16, 23, 30. Register at gallery or
Friends of the Greenway to participate.  The gallery is located at 30 E.
Main St., Franklin,  All are welcome to attend.
Contact mtully1001@gmail.com for more information. 

Historic TM Rickman Store located at 259 Cowee Creek Road is
now open for visitors on Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Discover unique
items and listen to local musicians. Parking is limited with additional
parking available at Cowee Arts and Heritage Center a short walk
from the store.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m.
at  No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1 p.m., Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.;  Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  and
Thursday, 12 noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.;
Wednesday, 7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill
Rd. On-line meeting information is available by
visiting www.aawnc80.org. To speak with a member of A.A., call
(828)349-4357.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop
just off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.
Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.
For more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information,
call (828)369-9000.   

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the great-
est gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great
times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await.  Call
(828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday
to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a
soft drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken for the
shelters.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as
strollers, car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are al-
ways welcome. Services are free and confidential. For more infor-
mation or an appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or
smpcc.org.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, July 10, at 11 a.m., Doug VanOrs-
dall will speak, on "what chair do you sit in most of the time?”,
Wednesday a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward.
The church is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo
Restaurant.  For more information or to stream services go to Spiri-
tualLightCenter.com.

Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website
at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at mountainsyna-
gogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Son Rise International Ministries has Christian Fellowship Serv-
ices are held on Friday evenings at 7p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer
and Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m.
The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For more information, call
(828)369-2465.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Services are also streamed online
on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship
service is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church is
located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship An inclusive faith community that
celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing jour-
neys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call
(828)342-0546.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church
is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at the
intersection of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road. 

Email your church events to maconcountynews@gmail.com

CHURCH HAPPENINGS









Eddis ‘Jean’ Stamey
Eddis “Jean” Stamey, 86, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus on Wednesday, June
29, 2022.

A lifelong resident of Macon
County, she was the daughter of
the late Harley and Minnie Potts
Morrison. In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in death by
her husband of 63 years, Nelson
“Gene” Stamey; step-sister, Lu-
cille Morrison; son-in- law,
Mickey Tallent, and stepbrother,
Wheeler Morrison.

She was a member of Cowee
Baptist Church. She loved cook-
ing and doing jigsaw puzzles. Her most precious time was time
spent with family.

She is survived by a son, Morris Stamey (Becky) of Franklin;
daughters, Teresa Tallent of Franklin, and Missy Stamey Moss
(Ketron) of Hiwassee, Ga.; a sister, Dixie Shook (Furman) of
Franklin; eight grandchildren, seven great grandchildren, five great
great grandchildren, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will be held Thursday, July 7, at 2 p.m., in the
chapel of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Jason Smith and Rev. Ron-
nie Branson will officiate. Graveside services will follow with
Rev. Ketron Moss officiating. Burial will be at Higdonville Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

The family will receive friends from 1 to 2 p.m. one hour prior
to the service at Macon Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers memorials can be made to Four Seasons Hos-
pice.

Online condolences can be left at
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
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Charles Jerry Sutton
Charles Jerry Sutton, 85, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Wednesday, June 29, 2022.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Charlie and
Hazel Penland Sutton. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded in
death by his wife of 55 years, Jean
McCollum Sutton in 2012; and
sister, Nancy S. Winecoff. 

He was a dairy farmer in the
Clarks Chapel community who
later turned to a career in public
service retiring as the director of
Governor James B. Hunt’s west-
ern office. A dedicated commu-
nity leader, he served on the Macon County School Board and
Macon County Board of Commissioners. As a strong supporter of
public education, he served on the Board of Directors of South-
western Community College for over 30 years. He led community
development efforts in Clarks Chapel, Macon County and in West-
ern North Carolina. Community development efforts led to the
founding of Clarks Chapel Fire Department, the first rural fire de-
partment in far western N.C., where he served as chief for three
decades. He was a tireless worker in the community serving many
organizations as coach, organizer, and supporter. His joy in all
these activities were the relationships he built with the people he
worked with.He loved his church family at Clarks Chapel United
Methodist Church, where he was a lifelong member. 

He was a proud graduate of both Franklin High School and NC
State University.

He is survived by his children, Renee McCall and husband,
Mike, and Chuck Sutton and wife, Vickie, all of Franklin; four
grandchildren, Heather McClure and husband Byron, Laurel
Moore and husband Patrick, Cory McCall and wife Bethany, and
Kaitlyn Pennington and husband Mallie; and 10 great grandchil-
dren, Grace, Garrett, Griffin, Gus, and Esther Moore, Miles and
Max McClure, and Sawyer, Tallulah, and Wren McCall; one sister,
Jean Sutton Childers of Monroe, Ga: and numerous nieces and
nephews.  

Graveside service was held Sunday, July 3, at Clarks Chapel
United Methodist Church cemetery with Rev. Janet Greene offici-
ating.

In keeping Jerry’ wishes, his grandsons and great grandson’s
were pallbearers, and his granddaughters and great granddaugh-
ters were flower bearers.

Memorials can be made to the Macon County Fair Association,
PO Box 446, Franklin NC 28744.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Charles Jerry Sutton

Eddis ‘Jean’ Stamey

Joan Carlson Wright
Joan Carlson Wright, 86, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Sunday, June 26, 2022.

She was born in East Hartford,
Conn., to the late Earnest Carl-
son and Anna Carlson. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was
preceded by husband, Richard
Atwater Wright; and daughter,
Sharon Stains. She enjoyed golf,
needle point, puzzles and read-
ing.

She is survived by children,
Steven Wright (Angela) of
Franklin, and Richard Wright jr.
(Maria) of California; and sister,
Sonja Carlson Fryxell of California; eight grandchildren, and 11
great grandchildren. 

No services are planned at this time.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to dementia research

at https://www.alz.org/alzheimers-dementia/research_progress.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. 

Joan Carlson Wright

Robert Morse Tietze
Robert Morse Tietze, 84, passed

away Wednesday June 29, 2022.
He was born January 22, 1938, in
New York, N.Y., to the late Robert
Andre' Tietze and Nancy Hooper
Tietze. He was a salesman in the
medical/pharmaceutical industry.
He loved his country and was a
U.S. Army veteran. He has been
visiting Highlands since 1971 and
made Highlands his home.   He
was a member of Highlands First
Presbyterian Church and was
a member of the Gideons. He en-
joyed skiing until he turned 80. He
was a graduate of Coral Gables
High School and a graduate of the University of Miami.

Survivors include his wife of 60 years, Phyllis Tietze; a daugh-
ter, Kristina Allen of Chapin, S.C.; grandchildren, Sarah Allen
(Stephen Johnson), Amanda Hudson (Burns), Megan Hampton
(Jon); and great-grandchildren, Ana White and Taylor Baynham;
and a daughter-in-law, Faye Tietze. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a son,
Kevin Tietze.

A memorial service will be held at a later date. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Ti-

etze family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Robert Morse Tietze

Wanda Kay Hopkins Dalrymple
Wanda Kay Hopkins Dalrym-

ple, 75, went home to be with
Jesus Friday, July 1, 2022. She
was born in Gastonia, N.C., to the
late Charlie and Ruby Hopkins.
She was an active member of Car-
toogechaye Baptist Church, where
she enjoyed working with chil-
dren and the ladies WMU group.
She was dedicated to making lap
quilts for the young and old.
Quilts have been sent out of state
and country as well as our com-
munity and state.  She loved the
“small church bells.” When the
big church bell got broken, she
and a friend bought another one in Wisconsin and had it put up
beside the church.  

She went to school at Lowell Main Elementary School and
Lowell High School in Lowell, N.C.  She began working in the
cotton mills in the Piedmont.  She later worked at Macon County
Supply and Ace Hardware.  She also worked at several other retail
stores.  

She was an avid bowler who traveled to play in tournaments.
She also played community league softball.  She loved playing all
kinds of board games including Yahtzee, dominoes, and cards.  She
loved the outdoors and jeep riding.  Hiking and looking for gin-
seng was a joyful past time.

She is survived by her husband of 50 years, Troy Dalrymple;
three sisters and one brother, Geneta Rogers (Claude), Mary Ernes-
teen Clemmer (Jim, deceased), Carolyn Shope (Wade), and Steve
Joe Arthur Hopkins (Patricia); and many loving cousins, nephews,
and nieces.

A funeral service was held on Wednesday July 6, at Car-
toogechaye Baptist Church with Pastors Steve Reeves, Brian
Southard, and Randy Campbell officiating. 

Timothy Frady, Ken Shepherd, Rick Rogers, David Rogers,
Cody Rogers and Donald Waldroop served as pallbearers.  Tony
Bryson, Sam Coward, John DeNiear, Ronnie Dowdle, Jerry Hod-
gins, and Nova Talley  served as honorary pallbearers. 

Burial followed at Maiden’s Chapel Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Cartoogechaye

Baptist Church Live Nativity program or the WMU Quilt Min-
istry.  

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

Wanda Kay Dalrymple

I lost a friend.

The death of Jerry Sutton last week reminded me of
how many good friends I have lost.

Jerry Sutton was my personal friend and one of the
best. But he was much more than that. He was a friend
beyond compare to the Clark’s Chapel Community,
being one of the first to organize and see come to
fruition, the Clark’s Chapel Fire Department. 

He was a dairy farmer like my grandfather, my dad and
me. Dairy farming is a demanding vocation, sometimes
24 hours, seven days a week. But Jerry Sutton took
time to serve as county commissioner and later as a
board member of Southwestern Community College.
He was always a believer in education. 

His passing will be mourned by many people including
me, but his legacy will live on in the future for many,
many years.

Goodbye old friend and 
I hope to meet again,

Bud Shope

View obituaries at 

themaconcountynews.com



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE20 THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2022VOLUME 40    NUMBER 8 NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

PLYMOUTH, Wis. – It was a dogfight between two drivers,
pure and simple.

It was Tyler Reddick who outdueled pole winner Chase El-
liott in the intense mano-a-mano battle in Sunday’s Kwik Trip
250 at Road America.

The victory was Reddick’s first in the NASCAR Cup Se-
ries, making him the fifth first-time winner this season. As the
13th different winner this year, Reddick shrank the Playoff
bubble by one position.

With seven races left before the cutoff race at Daytona, there
are currently three Playoff positions available on points. Red-
dick’s victory bumped 10th-place finisher Kevin Harvick
below the Playoff cut line.

Elliott dominated the first two stages but won neither, choos-
ing to pit before the end of the runs to preserve track position.
And on the final green-flag pit stop on Lap 44 of 62, Elliott
narrowly beat Reddick off pit road to start the last green-flag
run.

But Reddick kept Elliott in his sights.
“I definitely knew he was fast, but we could stay

with him on the long run, which told me if we cycled
through that last… that pit sequence, we'd be close or
get around him (on pit road), (and) we'd have a great
shot. 

“Didn't quite get around him. We were within reach.
Thankfully, just waited for the right opportunity and
was able to take advantage of it in Turn 6.”

Indeed. Reddick closed on Elliott on Lap 46 and out-
braked the No. 9 Chevrolet into Turn 5, getting the
nose of his No. 8 Richard Childress Racing Chevrolet
beside the left rear quarter panel of Elliott’s car.

Reddick pulled even up the hill into left-hand Turn
6 and cleared Elliott off the corner. Elliott fought back
through Turns 7 and 8, but Reddick pulled clear in the
Carousel.

At the time, the pass was for third place, given that
Denny Hamlin and Harrison Burton still had pit stops
to make. On Lap 47 Reddick overtook Burton for the lead and
gradually pulled away in the closing laps.

He crossed the finish line 3.304 seconds ahead of Elliott and
21.138 seconds ahead of third-place finisher Kyle Larson.

Reddick, who was 100 yards from victory on the Bristol Dirt
Track in April when Chase Briscoe overdrove the final corner
and knocked him sideways, couldn’t have picked a better
venue to score his first win. 

“What better place than Road America?” Reddick said. “I
love the fans. I love this race track. Being here on 4th of July
weekend is just so special, and just a huge shoutout to (spon-
sor) 3Chi and the special paint scheme we had this weekend. 

“Love that they're coming on board this year and taking a
chance on a young guy like me, and we got it done. We won a
race.”

Elliott took his second-place finish with grace, acknowl-
edging mistakes he made in the final run.

“First off, congrats to him,” Elliott said. “I know he's been
super close to that first win, and I've been down that road, and
it can be a rocky one. I'm happy for those guys. They deserve
it.

“For us, just proud of our NAPA team. I didn't do a very
good job there. I just let him stay close enough to pressure me
there while we had decent tires and never could get enough of
a gap. Made a couple mistakes. I was gaining a gap there a
couple times and made a couple mistakes and let him get back
close enough to get me out of sync, and then after that just
started struggling.

Tyler Reddick outduels Chase
Elliott at Road America for
first NASCAR Cup victory

Tyler Reddick, driver of the #8 3CHI Chevrolet, celebrates in
victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Kwik Trip
250 at Road America on July 3, 2022 in Elkhart Lake, Wisc. 

Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

Chevrolet through Turns 1 and 2. Gibbs took advantage of
an opening to the inside in Turn 3 and powered his No. 54
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota past Larson for the lead and the
win.

The victory was Gibbs' first at Road America, his fourth
of the season and his eighth in 34 career starts in the
NASCAR Xfinity Series. 

“This is just awesome,” said Gibbs, who had just beaten
the reigning NASCAR Cup Series champion head-to-head.
“I can’t believe it. This is just wonderful. 

“I think we were a little bit faster in the first half of the
track… It’s cool to be here, a cool race against some Cup

Series guys. Hopefully, that says something.”
Larson felt he lost momentum in the final corner (Turn 14)

of the next-to-last lap at the 4.048-mile road course.
“It really started with my final corner coming to the white—

I didn’t get through there very good and got a little bit tight and
missed my apex, was late back to the throttle, and he got a run
on me down the frontstretch. 

“Obviously, you have to protect the inside (in Turn 1), and he
just got my angles messed up in those two corners. He just did
a really good job executing, and I didn’t. Bummer, but it was a
really fun race all race long.”

Larson led 31 of the 48 laps to Gibbs’ five and picked up
victories in the first two stages, but he gave Gibbs full marks
for a clean pass for the win.

“He was able to pass me without laying a bumper on me at
all. When he passed me clean, I felt like I should not use him
up, like we’ve seen others do when they get passed for the lead
late. He ran me clean, and I was going to run him clean. It just
didn’t work out for me.”

If the decisive pass was clean, mid-pack action earlier in the
race provided sharp contrast.

Contact between the Chevrolets of Noah Gragson and Sage
Karam ignited a brutal 13-car crash on Lap 25, and the result-
ing caution, the third of the race, put the contending cars on the
same tire and fuel strategies.

Brandon Brown, one of the victims of the accident, climbed
from his mangled car and sat against the retaining wall in Turn
4, clearly in pain from the hit he had taken in the melee.

“Obviously, it was super difficult to get to somebody to pass
them. It was impressive he was able to get up there and capi-
talize on my mistakes… I felt like we probably needed a little
bit, but I think we were good enough to win, so those always
hurt.”

Trackhouse Racing teammates Ross Chastain and Daniel
Suarez finished fourth and fifth, respectively, as Chevrolets
swept the top five positions.

Chris Buescher, Austin Cindric, Michael McDowell, AJ All-
mendinger and Harvick completed the top 10. Martin Truex
Jr. drove the top-finishing Toyota to a 13th-place result.
Notes: All three road courses so far this season have pro-

duced first-time winners: Chastain at Circuit of the Americas
and Suarez at Sonoma Raceway in addition to Reddick… Har-
vick trails Christopher Bell by 20 points for the final Playoff-
eligible position. Elliott leads the series standings by 33 points
over Ryan Blaney, who finished 11th…Elliott led a race-high
38 laps. Reddick led the final 16… Reddick’s victory also was
the first his crew chief, Randall Burnett.

Last-lap pass nets Ty Gibbs overtime NASCAR Xfinity 
Series victory at Road America
PLYMOUTH, Wis. – With a masterful pass of pole winner

Kyle Larson on the final lap of overtime, Ty Gibbs won Sat-
urday’s Henry 180 at Road America.

Larson took the white flag in the lead, but Gibbs had a bet-
ter run down the frontstretch and dogged Larson’s No. 17










