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When Ren and his mother move from Chicago to a small farming town, he is prepared for the inevitable culture shock at his new high school. But he’s not prepared for the stringent edicts, including
a ban on dancing instituted by the local preacher. When the reverend’s rebellious daughter sets her sights on Ren, with his reputation on the line, many of the locals are eager to believe the worst about
the new kid. In “Footloose,” the heartfelt story that emerges pins a father longing for the son he lost against a young man aching for the father who walked out on him. With the rockin’ rhythms of its
Oscar and Tony-nominated Top Forty score, augmented with dynamic new songs, “Footloose” celebrates the wisdom of listening to young people while guiding them with a warm heart and open
mind. This two-act musical production is presented by The Overlook Theatre Company. Performances are June 24-25, July 1-2, 8-9 at 7:30pm. Tickets are $17 Adults and $13 Students and are avail-
able at www.smokymountainarts.com or by calling the theatre box office at 828-524-1598. This musical production is sponsored by First Citizens Bank.

Animal Rescue Center planning expansion, walking trail

Brittney Lofthouse — Contributing Writer

The Appalachian Animal Rescue Center in Franklin is
gearing up for expansion with the first, a quarter mile walk-
ing trail meandering through the center’s property, set to
begin construction on July 11.

“We have four acres around the facility that we want to
take advantage of,” said AARC board member Jeanne
Wright. “The walking trail will begin at the back of the shel-
ter and will have a serpent-like design up the mountain to
the top of the ridge where the trail will flatten out and have
beautiful views. Then the trail will head back down the

mountain to the parking lot.”

According to Wright, the vision behind the walking trail,
which is estimated to cost around $5,000, is to provide vol-
unteer dog walkers with a safe, shaded trail to take the cen-
ter’s four-legged residents. On average, AARC has
anywhere between 5-10 volunteer dog walkers who visit the
shelter three days a week. The volunteers take time to visit
with every dog at the shelter and get them out of the kennel
for exercise and play. Wright said that right now, the dog
walkers utilize the road that leads up to the shelter, but with
cars going in and out of the facility, safety is a concern for
both the volunteers and the animals. The trail will also serve

as an private area for potential adopters to visit and interact
with pets to find the perfect fit for their families.

During operating hours, the trial will be reserved for an-
imals of the shelter — to give them exercise, to socialize
them, and to ensure that their behavior are ideal for adop-
tion. When the shelter is closed, AARC Board President

See AARC page 6
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Officials from NC and Tennessee joined together to promote safety along the "Tail of the Dragon,"
a curvy stretch of road on the border of the two states popular with motorcyclists.

Officials Promote “Tail of the Dragon’
Safety in ‘Border to Border’ campaign

North Carolina and Tennessee officials
held a special campaignrecently focused on
an 11-mile, curvy stretch of U.S. 129 along
the state line that is a popular location for
motorcyclists and car enthusiasts.

The N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety
Program (NCGHSP) and N.C. State High-
way Patrol, along with the Swain County
Sheriff’s Office and local law enforcement
agencies, partnered with the Tennessee
Highway Safety Office and Tennessee
Highway Patrol for the “Border to Border”
campaign to promote safety for visitors of
the “Tail of the Dragon.”

“Tourists from all over are attracted to the
exciting and unique curves the Tail of the
Dragon offers, particularly in the warm
summer months,” said NCGHSP Director
Mark Ezzell. “This joint campaign is an ef-
fort to display our common commitment
across state lines to keeping motorcyclists,
drivers, passengers and others safe in this
popular area by encouraging everyone to
slow down and buckle up.”

“Law enforcement’s main goal is to pre-
vent traffic crashes and spread awareness
through education,” said Tennessee High-
way Safety Office Director Buddy Lewis.
“The Tail of the Dragon showcases breath
taking views in Tennessee and North Car-
olina. This stretch of road also can be diffi-
cult and dangerous to travel. Please pay
attention to the road, slow down, buckle up,
and don’t drive distracted or impaired.”

The Tail of the Dragon is famous for the
314 curves it features along an 11-mile
stretch of road bordered by the Great Smoky
Mountains and Cherokee National Forest at
the state line.

In 2020 and 2021, there were a total of 17
crashes on the North Carolina side of the
Tail of the Dragon, including eight involv-
ing serious injuries. Half of those crashes
have involved motorcycles.

“We want people to have fun exploring
this interesting and unique stretch of road,”
said 1st Sergeant J.M. Futrell of the N.C.
State Highway Patrol. “But we want them
to keep themselves and others safe by buck-
ling up and obeying the speed limit, so we
can keep the summer fun going for every-
one.”

Additionally, on the Tennessee side of the
Tail of the Dragon, there were a total of 165
crashes in 2020 and 2021, 123 of which in-
volved motorcycles, including nine fatali-
ties — all motorcyclists.

“Summer is the time of year for family
vacations and outdoor activities,” said Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol Col. Matt Perry.
“Tennessee Highway Patrol troopers are
watching for unsafe driving behaviors such
as distracted driving, speeding, impaired
driving, and unrestrained passengers.
Through voluntary compliance from the
motoring public, enforcement, and educa-
tion, the Tail of the Dragon can be a safe,
scenic, and exciting drive for everyone. If
you see unsafe driving or a motorist in need
of help, please call one of our dispatch cen-
ters by dialing *THP (*847).”

The “Border to Border” initiative is a one-
day national seatbelt awareness event spon-
sored by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration. In addition, the states
will also be educating the motoring public
on distracted driving, speeding, and im-
paired driving.
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penucrion SALE

MORRISON
RECLINER

5499

DRYSTAN QUEEN BED $499Q

REALYN QUEEN BED $699

LA-Z-BOY HAYES SOFA $9Q0

LEMLY SOFA $599 BOVARIAN SECTIONAL $1299
JASPER | GIBSON | PINNACLE
RECLINER | RECLINER | RECLINER
5499 5599 3599
12" MEMORY FOAM 12" PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS ONLY QUEEN MATTRESS ONLY
3499 5449

MACON FURNITURE MART

560 DEPOT ST. « FRANKLIN, NC
(828)369-8296 MaconFurnitureMart.com
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Macon County Senior Services observes Elder Abuse Awareness Day

Macon County Senior Services commemorated
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day by hosting a
World Elder Abuse Awareness Walk. On Wednesday,
June 15, approximately 55 Maconians walked
around downtown Franklin in an effort to raise
awareness of elder abuse.

The International Network for the Prevention of
Elder Abuse and the World Health Organization at
the United Nations (UN) launched the first World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) on June 15,
2006, in an effort to unite communities around the
world in raising awareness about elder abuse.
WEAAD serves as a call-to-action for our commu-
nities to raise awareness about abuse, neglect, and
exploitation of elders, and reaffirm our country’s
commitment to the principle of justice for all.

“When we come together, we can prevent elder
abuse from happening. We can put support services
in place, and direct community resources toward ad-
dressing elder abuse. Our country must reaffirm our
commitment to justice and create a sturdy structure of

range from public health to economic issues.

The good news is that we can prevent and address
the issue of elder abuse. There are many ways to
strengthen our social supports through policies, serv-
ices, and programs that keep us integrated in the
community as we age.

» Communities can design and equip community
centers to work as intergenerational spaces that
allow older people to build relationships and partic-
ipate in the work, play, and life of our neighbor-
hoods.

» Communities can think about the role of trans-
portation in reducing social isolation and adjust sys-
tems so that we can all continue to move throughout
our communities as we age.

» Communities can figure out new and better ways
to arrange and coordinate the teams, agencies and
programs that work specifically with older people.

» Communities can develop programs to educate
families and professionals who work with older
adults to understand the importance of preventing

support that will benefit us all as we get older,” stated  The theme for Elder Abuse Awareness Day is “Walk in their Shoes.” Employees and isolation, how to spot the warning signs of abuse,
a release from director Jennifer Hollifield. supporters of Macon County Senior Services gathered last Wednesday to bring at- and what to do to address abuse or negleCt.

Elder abuse is widespread. Every year an esti- tention to the issue of elder abuse for the purpose of prevention and the principle of By doing all that can be done to strengthen the so-
mated 1 in 10 older Americans are victims of elder justice for all. cial support structure, social isolation can be re-
abuse, neglect, or exploitation. And that’s only part of duced, and communities and families can be
the picture: Experts believe that elder abuse is significantly 14 cases of elder abuse come to the attention of authorities. protected against elder abuse, building a nation that lives up to
under-reported, in part because so many communities lack the In addition to being a clear violation of the American com-  the promise of justice for all.
social supports that would make it easier for those who expe-  mitment to justice for all, elder abuse is an issue with many For more information about this topic, contact, Macon
rience abuse to report it. Research suggests that as few as 1 in  consequences for our society. Its effects on our communities  County Senior Services at (828)349-2058.

FRANKLIN

(828)524-5273

52 West Palmer Street
10am to 4pm - Closed Sunday

SYLVA

(828)586-1800
1315 West Main Street

10am to 4pm - Closed Sunday
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HUGE!!"!
RUMMAGE SALE

including
(Treasure & Garden Stuff)

County officials supported the cause of Elder Fri d ay J u n e 24th &

Abuse Awareness Day. Pictured clockwise
from top left is Mayor Jack Horton; Commis- S t d J 2 5th
sioner Ronnie Beale; and lower left, Commis- a u r ay u n e

at

sioner Gary Shields.

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church
86 E. Hickory Knoll Rd., Franklin, NC

9:00am to 3:00pm
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comes to us with something like Parvo and

6 THE MAcON CouNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE
AAR Continued
from page 1

Cathy Howman said she hopes the walking
trail becomes a place the public can use.

AARC has contracted with a local land-
scaper who is scheduled to begin work on the
trail on July 11. Weather permitting, it is ex-
pected to take about a week to complete the
project. AARC is currently accepting dona-
tions to help cover the cost of the $5,000
project. The AARC is

the only way to keep it from spreading is to
shut everything down and close to the pub-
lic,” she said. “We have to clean everything
top to bottom with bleach, quarantine the an-
imals, and remain closed until it is safe.”
Once completed, the facility’s original
building will serve as an intake center for all
animals coming into the facility. The build-
ing, which was first built in the 1968 and
served as the home to AARC until the late

to stay overnight at the shelter to tend to the
animals.

AARC board secretary and shelter volun-
teer Judy Wiley noted that the new intake fa-
cility will go a long way in increasing the
services the shelter is able to provide to the
community to better serve both the public
and the animals.

The original building fund for the project
was more than $52,000 — but after electrical,
plumbing, and other infrastructure repairs in

round, and works to secure grant funds when-
ever possible — but they hope the commu-
nity will step up to help complete the new
intake building.

“We are so grateful for all the support we
have received so far in this process and are
thankful to have organizations like Habitat
for Humanity and the LBJ Job Corps donat-
ing their time and talents to renovate the
building,” said Howman. “With the cost of
building materials rising every day, we don’t

know what we are going

hosting a “Fill the Van”
fundraiser ~ Saturday,
July 2, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Tractor Supply
and those interested in
contributing to the new
walking trail, can do so
there with donations
being made specifically
for the trail. If you are
interested in volunteer-
ing as a dog walker, the
shelter is in need of ad-
ditional volunteers on
Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays from 11
am.-tolp.m.

While the walking
trail is one of the more
visible, public oriented
projects AARC is cur-
rently working on, the
staff and volunteers at

to need to complete it,
but we do know we have
more money we need to
raise to make sure it gets
completed.”

In addition to dona-
tions and grants, AARC
receives funding through
its own Thrift Store, lo-
cated at 1521 Old Mur-
phy Road in Franklin.
The thrift store opened in
2007 and serves as an
important financial re-
source for the facility.

The shelter, located at
851 Lake Emory Road in
Franklin, regularly
houses some 80-100
dogs and cats. Animal
care technicians provide
for the animals year
round. They also offer

AARC have been
working to renovate the
original building on the
property for the last several years to serve as
an intake facility for new animals.

According to Howman, when animals ar-
rive at the facility, there is a mandated quar-
antine period for the animal before they can
socialize with the other pets.

“At least two times a year we have to shut
down the entry center because an animal

’90s when the center expanded into its cur-
rent building, will feature a quarantine area
for cats, a laundry room for shelter essentials,
and individual kennels for new dogs and pup-
pies. The building is expected to have capac-
ity to house 80 animals if needed and will
also have a small room for a staff quarters in
the event something would require someone
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24 E. MAIN ST.- FRANKLIN, NC 828.369.7300

The proposed walking trail on the property of the Appalachian Animal Rescue Center will be used during the day by their volunteer dog walk-
ers and open to the public after hours.

conjunction the ever-rising cost of supplies,
AARC has $7,000 remaining in the fund,
which is only a fraction of what is needed to
complete the project.

AARC Director of Operations Todd Ortiz
said that the intake facility is desperately
needed and hopes to have it completed this
year. AARC fundraises for the facility year

low-cost spaying and
neutering, vaccines, and
microchip implantation
through Humane Alliance, and ASPCA clinic
in Asheville. As a no-kill shelter, AARC
takes in animals from the public, as well as
animals from the county shelter, and places
them in permanent homes.

For those interested in supporting Ap-
palachian Animal Rescue, call 828.524.4588
for more details.

BOUTIQUE + JEWELRY ¢ ACCESSORIES

A Stacked Catch Out Pond with
Rainbow, Brook, Brawn and even Golden Tout.

 KID FRIENDLY! « WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BRIT

TROUT FISHING 828-349-9034

NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT

We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a
it’s FREE
OPEN Weekends Only April, May & Oct.

OPEN 7 Days a Week June & July

4175 Tellico Rd., Franklin, NC
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PLS offers free program to access cash
benefits, health care to working families

With inflation at a 40-year high, working
families with low incomes are struggling to
make ends meet, put food on the table and
gas in their cars. But local people who make
less than $58,000/year may soon access
much-needed cash benefits thanks to a new
program offered by Pisgah Legal Services
(PLS).

The nonprofit recently launched the WNC
Health and Economic Opportunity Program,
with funding from Dogwood Health Trust, to
help people access income-boosting tax pay-
ments and enroll in affordable health insur-
ance.

« Lucia, a single mom, had never filed tax
returns before. She received an $8,000 return.

e “Marissa” plans to use her refund of
$15,000 to pay her debts, buy a car and re-
pair her house.

* Annie plans to put her $1,000 return into
savings, giving her a safety next she’s never
had before.

e “Maria” and “Rafael” are using their
$2,200 tax return to buy clothes for their chil-
dren and other necessities.

Non-filers — Don’t leave free money

on the table

“Even if you earn little or no money, and
don’t usually file taxes, you may be eligible
for thousands of dollars in child tax credits.
There are two special tax credits available to
working families that could add up to thou-
sands of dollars. The Child Tax Credit pays
up to $3,600 per child and the Earned Income
Tax Credit is worth up to $6,700 — but only if
you file a tax return,” says Jim Barrett, Pis-
gah Legal Services Executive Director.
“Maybe folks are working seasonal, part-
time, temporary, or gig jobs and don’t make
enough that they are required to file taxes.

They may be missing out on thousands of
dollars in flexible cash payments for them-
selves and their families. Congress created
these credits to help them make ends meet.
Pisgah Legal doesn’t want them to leave that
money on the table. Our trained staff and vol-
unteers will fill out the paperwork with them
at no cost.”

The IRS estimates that nearly 9 million
people don’t file taxes each year, meaning
they could be missing out on these income-
boosting tax refunds. On top of that, about
20% of North Carolinians who qualify for
the Earned Income Tax Credit don’t claim it.

Pisgah Legal Services offers year-round
free tax preparation for WNC households
with annual incomes of less than $58,000.
And these tax credits aren’t just good for
your wallet, they’re good for your health,
lowering the cost of affordable, quality health
insurance through the Healthcare.gov Mar-
ketplace.

Pisgah Legal’s new Waynesville office
provides these tax and health care services to
people in seven WNC counties: Haywood,
Jackson, Macon, Swain, Cherokee, Graham
and Clay, as well as the Qualla Boundary.
PLS also has an office in
Highlands/Cashiers.

The Pisgah Legal Services Waynesville of-
fice is open by appointment only. It is located
at 2177 Asheville Road in Waynesville. Par-
ents and grandparents raising children can
call for a free consultation over the phone.
Pisgah Legal helps many people file their tax
returns and obtain affordable health insur-
ance without clients having to drive for in-
person meetings. Call (828)210-3404 for
more information or to schedule a free ap-
pointment. Learn more at https://www.pis-
gahlegal.org/taxes.

’
~_
-A _

GOSPEL

SINGING

At Wayne Proffitt Agricultural Center
441 South, Franklin NC

Friday June 24th, 7:00pm

Featuring:
The Gospel Mountaineers
Heartstrings

Bring your own chair
Concessions Available

Admission: $10
Children Under 12 Are Free

PROCEEDS GO TO THE MACON
COUNTY FAIR

CAROLINA EQUIPMENT & RENTALS
(828) 349-3399

We offer Rental Equipment for all your
Excavating & Land Clearing needs.

6456 Sylva Hwy., Franklin, NC 28734
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Cherokee Scottis

The Scottish Tartan Museum held a
Cherokee/Scottish Heritage Celebration
downtown Saturday with music by
John Mohr MacKintosh Pipes and
Drums and others as well as lectures
on the shared history of the Cherokee
and the Scottish people by respected
speakers. A Highlands Dress History by
the Breacan Clan was presented at Out-
door 76. Vendors and demonstrations
were stationed down Main Street and a
Shortbread contest was conducted at
Kitchen Sink.

Photos by Betsey Gooder

N Heritage Celebration in downtown

~ranklin

Shortbread
Contest

Streets of Franklin held a short-
bread contest with about a
dozen entries vying for their
choice of prizes between a
Cuisinart 5.5gt stand mixer and
Staub 4qt cast iron dutch oven
donated by Kitchen Sink. First
place went to Star Dowell for her
chocolate dip shortbread; sec-
ond was Cynthia Erbes; and
third place went to Martha Cal-
canes. Each participant re-
ceived a gift bag.
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Free Entertainment Every Other Saturday!

Pickin' on the Square is fun, free entertainment most Saturday nights throughout the summer.
Main entertainment starts at approximately 7:00 p.m.

For more information call 828-524-2516 Donnie Clay - Coordinator

INSULATED
DRINKWARE

in great patterns

VEUAN'
MOSSY ROCK?

GIFTS « HOME DECOR * ACCESSORIES

37 E Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC
828.369.1612

BRYANT'S

ONE 0F NORTH CAROLING'S LARGEST ANTIQUE MALLS

We are excited to have in concert, The Cowboy Whiskey Band, on Sat-
urday June 25. A great variety band that plays modern country, great oldies,

Town of Franklin. See ya there!!

Rusted Arrow
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street ¢ Franklin, NC

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

NEW ARRIVALS
DAILY?

Arise & Shine
Thrift Store

Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. e Franklin, NC

(828) 634-0217
HOURS: Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm

NEW ITEMS ARRIVING WEEKLY!

BUTTERCUP’S
TREASURES

Antiques ¢ Collectibles
Furniture ¢ Kitchenware
Jewelry ¢ Tools ® And Much More!

828-634-6142 7322 Georgia Rd, Franklin, NC
HOURS Thursday - Saturday 10am-4pm

and the music that you like. So bring your chair, come early (6 p.m.), and
be prepared for a good time at the gazebo in downtown Franklin, Saturday,
June 25. Remember these concerts are given to you free of charge by the

Donnie Clay, Coordinator for Pickin’ on the Square

CLIP & SAVE!

14 Seasons Pu'tt-N-Pléj

$4 off 18 holes of Golf with this ad

Friday 5pm to 10pm e Twilight Golf & VR Games
Saturday ¢ Race Day (Call for times)
Sunday e Party Specials (Call to schedule)

© Daily Putting Contest
e Starting Sunday May 1st Tallent Show

7570 Georgia Rd., Otto, N.C.

828-421-8647
(Across from Ellen & Owens Furniture)
I I I I D D D D N B B .




10 THE MAcoN CouNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE

OPINION

What’s new on the plateau L etters to the Editor

Patrick Taylor
Highlands Mayor

My heart almost stopped when
[town manager] Josh Ward told
me that the public hearing con-
cerning STR [short term rentals]
amendments had not been prop-
erly advertised as a legal notice in
The Highlander. That oversight
invalidated the subsequent actions
of the town board in amending the
UDO [Unified Development Or-

dinance] ordinances related to
STRs. The process will have to be
done all over again. While I view the failure to advertise as a
technical problem, the town, of course ;has to follow all N.C.
Statutes in amending zoning ordinances.

NC Statute 1-597 governing legal notices states that any
legal notice has to be advertised in a subscription circulation
newspaper within the local area. The only newspaper that
meets that requirement is The Highlander newspaper.

Proper notice for publishing the advertisement was sent to
The Highlander, but the legal notice was not published. Our
staff did not follow up after sending the request to confirm the
notice was going to be published. It was a miscommunication
between the newspaper and the town.

What is frustrating was that it was a technical error. No one
was attempting to conceal the hearing. The date and time of
the hearing had been posted on the town website. The Sun-
shine list of well over 100 people had been sent notification.
All the local newspapers had written stories about the hear-
ing. In this column I had written about the hearing and out-
lined the protocols for conducting the hearing. I also talked
about the hearing on the Ask the Mayor radio show. I posted
the hearing protocols on the personal website, Askmayor-
pat.com. So,I was frustrated when I learned about the legal
notice not being posted. I suspect that this oversight did not
prevent hardly anyone from not knowing about the hearing.

For what it is worth, I believe NC Statute 1-597. Regula-
tions for newspaper publications of legal notices, advertise-
ments, etc. is outdated and needs amending. While the legal
notice in a subscription newspaper could be retained, there
are alternative options. Why not allow municipalities and
counties other ways to inform the public? I don’t want to of-
fend my journalist friends, but subscription newspapers are
just one way the public accesses information. Many people
use the internet, for instance, and town websites to obtain in-
formation. Online newspapers and free, local newspapers rou-
tinely post information of a legal, governmental nature on
their websites. Like Highlands, many municipalities maintain
list serves where anyone can subscribe. I'm just a little small
town mayor, but I will ask our legislative representatives to
look into changes to NC 1-597. It is the age of the internet and
social media, not decades ago when that statute was first writ-
ten for print media.

Patrick Taylor
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Original meaning of the 2nd Amendment

I continue to find it interesting that folks are so easily per-
suaded by emotion instead of facts in today's modern world.
Take for instance the number of people who are calling for
more gun control without properly understanding the
2nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Leftists will twist,
squirm, and do word gymnastics in vain attempts to justify
disarming law-abiding citizens. In a word, these kinds of
do-gooders are useful idiots to a power-hungry federal gov-
ernment.

To purchase a firearm, we already have background
checks. No one is saying that it isn't a good idea to see if
someone has a past history of crime, but if a criminal wants
a gun, do we really think he is going to get a background
check before acquiring one? Real Americans know that the
key to remaining free and safe is to possess firearms. His-
tory has clearly taught anyone with half a brain that in order
for any government to accomplish their pipe dream of ulti-
mate totalitarianism, they must first disarm the citizens.
This strategy has played out numerous times in other coun-
tries such as the Soviet Union, Germany, China, Cambodia,
Burma, Venezuela and Cuba. Now, it is quickly accelerat-
ing in Canada. Just banning certain guns or magazine size
is never enough for any regime and will only satisfy them
until they see the next opportunity to take more guns so cit-
izens cannot not resist in the future. All throughout history,
citizens were disarmed for their own "safety," just as the lie
is today. Knowing that a multitude of governments through-
out history have been responsible for killing their own peo-
ple, what makes us think America can be any different?
Certainly not because we are "progressive" (aka foolish) or
live in "modern" times?! As the USA collapses morally,
economically, and intellectually, it will soon be our turn to
decide if we are going to remain free or not.

Our 2nd Amendment was created as a final check on
tyrannical government so that if all peaceful protests and
civil disobedience failed, the last straw is citizens using
firearms to defend ourselves from our own government. Do
we think this can't happen in America with a currency melt-
down looming? Lincoln and his unconstitutional radicals
killed innocent civilian Southerners in the 1860s and also
murdered tens of thousands of Native Americans after they
had disarmed them. These are the facts. Human nature and
the lust for control is the exact same today as it has been
since the beginning of civilization. Presently, we are wit-
nessing a shifting of the blame of mass shootings to law-
abiding gun owners and gun manufacturers instead of
addressing real solutions involving mental illness and our
cultural degradation. Teenagers used to be able to buy
firearms from Sears catalogues with no questions asked, so
it is clearly a culture problem today. Why aren't leftists as
concerned about the record numbers of shootings that take
place daily in cesspools like NYC, Chicago, and Los Ange-

las where those areas already have gun control measures in
place? Those stories don't make as much misinformation
hay as a "mass shooting" with an "assault rifle." The very
name "assault weapon" is highly misleading in itself. The
word "assault" is actually an adjective when used in today's
anti-gun terminology. If a knife, vehicle, or hammer is the
weapon of choice, we don't call those tools "assault
weapons," but when used in a sentence involving guns, it
sounds more scary to naive people.

Switzerland is a good example of an armed society that
also encourages kids aged 13-17 to learn proper gun han-
dling and shooting the same way America used to encour-
age responsibility and common sense. And guess what, there
are no so-called mass shootings in Switzerland. A heavily
armed society is a polite society. Guns are proven to save
lives repeatedly. Plain and simple for anyone willing to do
their own research. I challenge anyone who is sitting on the
fence about this issue to
visit https://wrongaboutguns.com/ or read “The Gun Control
Farce” by Thomas Sowell.

The 2nd Amendment makes perfect sense in its original
intent without the woke strategy of using word salad non-
sense to weaken our nation. If someone is hungry for truth,
he would find countless writings from our founders who
have said the same thing — the 2nd Amendment is enshrined
to protect us from our own government. Today, trust in fed-
eral government is at historic lows, so I will keep my guns no
matter what, thank you very much. There are countless oth-
ers willing to die before giving up their guns in the sancti-
monious name of safety. Government should leave lawful
citizens the hell alone and do their job of securing the South-
ern border.

Warren Bergstresser — Franklin, N.C.

LGBTQ people just want to live their lives and be happy

I just got done reading "The colors of the LGBT Rain-
bow" and I'm sickened by the totally ignorant view of
LGBTQ people this writer espoused. First of all, people
who come out as one of the initials which stand for Lesbian
Gay Bisexual Transgender or Queer would never choose
the lifestyle knowing their truth is ridiculed and misrepre-
sented by the writer or any other close minded individual
out there. It is also not a cult you can't get out of! I am not
LGBTQ, however, my sister's child has come out as trans-
gender. Before she came out she was miserable, didn't
know why she never fit in and at age 19 started her transi-
tion after seeing professional counselors, psychiatrists and
a lot of soul searching. This child was raised in a loving
family, no molestation or abuse of any kind, parents still
married so that goes against what the writer said the "great
majority of people who ended up with doubts about their
identity were actually molested, grew up with pornography,
had an absent parent, were from divorced parents or had a

See LETTERS on page 11
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L ETT E R S Continued from

page 10
parent that was active in sexual abuse or marital unfaithful-
ness" or that "broken home lives and lack of attention" cause
people to be LGBTQ. Those same situations are done to
straight people too so why are they not gay? And now the
writer thinks that LGBTQ people "stand on the street corner
ready to seduce the young, with colorful clothing and bright
trinkets!" "But in reality this movement is but a perverse
clown looking to rape our children of their joy and des-
tinies." What the heck is she smoking!?! It's also not all
about sex, has she ever had a real (and I mean not just pass-
ing someone on the sidewalk) conversation with a LGBTQ
person? Where does she get this crap? All they want is to be
accepted for who they are and not put down or have some
idiot question why. Why? Because there is something called
gender dysphoria in transgender people and because they've
all tried to ignore their feelings because the alternative is not
accepted by everyone and who would want to open them-
selves up to that? Just because the writer is a straight ho-
mophobe she is very righteous in her views, I wonder where
she got her info? I also read recently that some Macon
County commissioner refused to approve a raise for library
employees because of a Pride Month display! What did the
display have to do with librarians earning a decent wage?
It's just another ignorant grandstander trying to score polit-
ical points with his followers. I wonder what his qualifica-
tions were for his position, he clearly doesn't represent all of
Macon County, only the ones that look and think like him.
How about stop the nonsense, these are fellow humans try-
ing to live their lives and be happy. They don't try to force
their will on others they just really want you to leave them
alone if you can't be civil or kind! This is also not forced
them at school, give me a break! Here's my hope for the
writer and the commissioner: that if you have a child, niece,
nephew, grandchild who come out as LGBTQ I pray that
there is an open minded, kind relative they can turn to be-
cause they sure can't count on you to understand what they
feel. Will you disown them? Kick them out of your house?
Send them to a conversion camp? Or will you try to under-
stand them, sadly I think not. My point is it would be very
sad for them if they only have you.

Shari Spaeth — Franklin, N.C.

All people deserve to be respected

Pride Month provides a chance to reflect on and celebrate
those who have traditionally been marginalized and ostra-
cized in our society. So imagine my shock to read a recent
letter to the editor that not only promoted falsehoods about
LGBTQ people, but actually maligned them in the most hor-
rific language and at great length. The letter writer spoke of
“understanding” and “education,” but all they did was ex-
pose their own ignorance.

Homosexuality and bisexuality have existed throughout
human history, and are even not uncommon among other
animal species. This is a biological issue; nature is rarely
black and white, gradations are more often the rule. Some
cultures understand this and accept those who don’t iden-
tify as strictly male or female. Unfortunately, many other
cultures vilify those who don’t conform to expectations. The
letter writer denies that non-binary people even exist, in-
sisting that it’s only a “fad,” sexual confusion, an identity
crisis. This is incorrect. Let me refute a few more of their as-
sertions. All words and phrases in quotes are taken from the
original letter.

No, a belief in God is not necessary to be a moral person.

No, homosexuality has not destroyed any civilizations
(bible stories do not count as historical fact), is not charac-
terized by “unquenchable sexual hunger and moral aban-

donment,” and does not lead to bestiality.

No, there is no “sexual confusion movement” being forced
onto people. Rather, natural diversity in gender identifica-
tion is becoming better recognized and accepted in many
places (though apparently not in the letter writer’s mind), al-
lowing people to express their true selves with less risk of
discrimination.

No, Pride Month is not a “scam” trying to ‘“steal your
freedom,” there is no LGBT movement “trying to brainwash
your children to become gay” and plotting to “take all your
children.” Pride Month will not lead to “the moral and phys-
ical destruction of our race.”

I could go on and on disagreeing with the nonsensical
points the letter writer tried to make, but it disheartens me to
know that people still think this way. What the letter writer
doesn’t seem to understand or acknowledge is that LGBTQ
people are just that ... people. All people deserve to be re-
spected and not maligned out of hand based on an individ-
ual’s personal prejudices.

As a scientist, I’ve been trained to remain unbiased and
follow the data. The data tell us that sexuality is not as cut
and dried as some people would like to think. As a hetero-
sexual with many LGBTQ friends and relatives, I’ve seen
the real hurt and harm they’ve suffered due to willfully ig-
norant and close-minded people. As a human, I strive to keep
an open mind, live and let live, and be kind. Why someone
like the letter writer go out of their way to fabricate and dis-
seminate ignorant and hurtful lies is beyond my comprehen-
sion. Such actions cannot go without response.
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Anne McMillen-Jackson, PhD - Franklin, N.C.

Normalizing sexual themes to minors is troubling

Why is the library celebrating divisive issues that tear
down unity in a community? We all love the library, but
shouldn't this entity remain politically neutral when receiv-
ing tax funds from the public treasury? After the library di-
rector and board received a multitude of complaints from
concerned parents, they continued to promote sexualization
of children and impressionable teens while attempting to
change the narrative of what they are doing.

The director, Ms. Wallace, insists they are merely making
these resources available to anyone who might be inter-
ested. That sounds innocent in back peddling, but why
aren't there month-long celebrations and easily accessible
displays promoting traditional family values, patriotic
themes, or honorable character traits that are universally
lauded? Concerned parents do not favor outright censor-
ship of controversial materials. Censorship is a tactic of so-
cial Marxists and rabid idealogues, e.g. banning prayer in
schools. The troubling issue is normalizing sexual themes
and activity amongst minors while celebrating confusion
over gender. If we are "following the science," there are
only two genders. Even evolutionist Charles Darwin rec-
ognized this basic truth. If we encourage children and teens
to explore reverse biological identities or pursue a crazy
make-believe gender as if it is reality, is that really showing
them love? No. Yet, that is what many tax funded libraries
are doing while promoting this perversion in attractive
wrappings with the buzz words diversity, unity, tolerance,
and love. These materials are for mature adults. Even cor-
rupted Hollywood has a rating system and does not allow
minors access to certain movies without a parent or
guardian's permission. It's no different at a pharmacy. Dan-
gerous drugs are kept behind the counter and require a Rx.
Why isn't the library abiding by already existing standards?
Why would a library openly promote materials that are
harmful to a child's psychological, mental, and physical de-
velopment? The Macon Library even states there should
be "Appropriateness for intended audience" in its Collec-
tion Development Policy. Unfortunately, it is not being fol-

lowed. Since this recent movement began in our country to
sexualize children, the raw statistics of teens and young
adults with mental instability and regret has skyrocketed.

Thankfully a large majority of people are seeing through
the Left's obsession of indoctrinating children and teens and
are demanding a return to truth when the Left overplays their
hand. It wasn't enough for the library to have an adult dis-
play glorifying sexual perversion for a number of years.
Next, they had to push the envelope further by promoting
this mentality to children for the first-time last year and then
teens this year after overwhelming objections from con-
cerned citizens and even their own staff. No one wanted this
drama and conflict, yet the library chose it by desiring to go
woke.

Then, when our county's budget was presented, leftists
tried to change the conversation to employee salaries which
is smoke and mirrors. If this issue was really about em-
ployee salaries, then the most effective approach is to per-
suade Ms. Wallace to cut the pork from the library's overall
budget of hundreds of thousands of dollars so that monies
are spent on the library staff instead of useless white ele-
phants. The library policy makers determine salaries for
their staff, so it is disingenuous for the finger to be pointed
elsewhere. The County Commissioners do not determine
staff salaries at our library. They never have. In fact, just last
week the Commissioners approved $50k-plus to the library
in additional operational funding over last year's amount
from Macon County, bringing the total to well over $1 mil-
lion! Plus, tax payers also pay the library's maintenance, and
certain utilities at an additional cost. As far back as 2016,
Macon County was spending more per person on the library
than other WNC counties. What about the huge amounts of
state and federal funding the library also receives? Not to
mention the large amount of grant money that flows into our
rural library.

Again, all of us appreciate the services of the library, but
it should function on limited tax dollars. As with all public
money, the problem lies in the spending and not necessarily
the funding. Surely Ms. Wallace realizes that tight budgets
make quality managers? If the library absolutely needs an
extra $20k above other increased funding, then perhaps the
library should organize a fund raiser like fire departments
do? Macon County is a great community and very gener-
ous, so I'm sure folks would be willing to give from their
own pockets if they felt there was a real need. Besides, $20k
spread out equally to 27 employees only totals a measly
$14/per person, each week before taxes. Hardly enough to
keep up with the inflation Democrats and the Federal Re-
serve have created from mismanagement.

The library staff are fantastic and are appreciated by
everyone. They will get enormous support if they promote
unity rather than divisiveness as we all come together for
genuine truth and a positive future for the kids. Children and
teens need to be taught and influenced in the home and not
encouraged towards mature sexual themes and gender con-
fusion at a shared public area paid for with tax dollars.

Jim Gaston - Franklin, N.C.

The Macon County News letters page is a
public forum open to a wide variety of opinions
as a right guaranteed in the First Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution. Letters are neither ac-
cepted nor rejected based on content. Letters
must be signed and contact information pro-
vided. Views expressed are not necessarily re-
flective of the opinions of publisher, editor or
staff. Writers are asked to refrain from personal
attacks against individuals or businesses.
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Taste of Scotland
& Celtic Festival

The Taste of Scotland & Celtic Festival returned to
Franklin after a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic.
Festivities began on Friday with a parade and a
ceilidh with musicians providing music to dance by.
On Saturday at the Macon County Fairgrounds, a full
schedule of events was planned with bands playing
Scottish music; authentic Highland games in which
participants played for points; border collies and
sheep; and plenty of food and drink. The day con-
cluded with a concert by Tuatha Dea, Wild Blue Yon-
der and the Jacobites by Name. On Sunday a Kirkin’
O’ the Tartans was held at the First Presbyterian
Church followed by a 3 p.m. fiddle concert by An-
drew Finn Magill sponsored by the Arts Council.

Photos by Ellen Randall
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308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

SOPHISTICUT WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME

Master Cosmetologist
Sarah Fester

to our team. Sarah has been actively specializing in an array of
hair services for eight years induding balayage, styling, color,

correction and facial services. Come see her today! |

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast
THUR  FRI SAT SUN  MON

90°/63° 88°/64° 86°/65° 86°/65° 83°/63°
41% 35% 58% 58% 58%

BAHA’T FAITH

LIGHT orUNITY

“So powerful is the light of unity that it can
illuminate the whole earth.”
--Bah&'u’llah

Weekly devotions and discussions in Franklin, open to all. Call 302-383-6835.

1-800-228-6483 www.bahai.us
Franklin e Murphy e Sylva ¢ Waynesville
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The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department made the
following arrests June 12 - 20.
All suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

Macon County
Sheriff’s Department

June 13

Samantha Katurah Phillips, was charged with fugitive out of
state. Matthew L. Long made the arrest.

Donald McLean Long Jr., was issued warrant service. Gabe
D. Bingham made the arrest

June 14
Jerry Lee Stiwinter, was charged with possession of metham-
phetamine. Matthew T. Breedlove made the arrest.

June 15

Jacquelyn Elyssa Miller, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine. Costin Jiglau made the arrest.

Stephen Carl Wright, was charged with assault on a female
and assault on a child under 12. Deputy Cody J. Howard made
the arrest.

Terry Nelson Watkins, was charged with simple assault. Cor-
poral Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.

Charles Edward Brendle Sr., was charged with simple assault.
Corporal Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.

June 16

Adam Brock Crawford, was charged with failure to appear.
Costin Jiglau made the arrest.

Austin Lee Connally, was charged with child support en-
forcement contempt. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

Scotty Jason Elliott, was charged with assault. Denver J. El-
liott made the arrest.

Daniel Joseph Raby, was charged with assault. Denver J. El-
liott made the arrest.

June 17
Dustin Lynn Busby, was charged with possession of a stolen

motor vehicle, driving while license revoked, no motorcycle
endorsement and drive allow registration plate not displayed.
Matthew L. Long made the arrest.

Duncan Fields, was charged with domestic physical. Joel
Lynch made the arrest.

June 18

Joseph Edward Lane Jr., was charged with assault on a fe-
male. Jay Wright made the arrest.

Amber Latisha Klatt, was issued warrant service for larceny
possession of stolen goods. Gabe D. Bingham made the ar-
rest.

June 19

Kimberly Marie Cates, was issued warrant service for sim-
ple assault, resist, assault on handicap, assault on government
officer/employee and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement.
Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.

June 20

Miguel Martinez Dominguez, was charged with driving
under the influence. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.

Amanda Jo Dixon, was issued warrant service for false re-
port to police station. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest.

Franklin Police Department

June 12

Joshua Henry Dale Driver, was charged with assault with a
deadly weapon with intent to Kill inflicting serious injury. C.
T. Chastain made the arrest.

Aragon Salvador Melquisedec, was charged with assault
and battery. G.D. Hovis made the arrest.

June 13

Jelissa Sarah Jordan, was charged with assault causing phys-
ical injury to emergency personnel. A.R. Holland made the ar-
rest.

June 14
Brian Studer, was charged with assault on a female. R.S.
Dula made the arrest.

June 15

Morgan Allen Shirley, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia. R.S.
Dula made the arrest.

In Stock Now!
While Supplies Lasts

0% Financing Available

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm Sat 8am-12pm

537 W. Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC
828-524-8911 « maconrentalco.com

Jackson County Sheriff’'s Department

June 13

Christopher lan Cotterman, 38, of Adams Creek, Cherokee,
was charged with first degree trespass and break/enter terror-
ize/injure. A secured bond of $20,000 was set.

Jeremy Lee Gunger, 37, of Boo Holler Rd., Whittier, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and felony pos-
session of schedule | controlled substance. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set.

June 14

Travis Aron Zepeda, 25, of Lyle Knob Rd., Franklin, was
charged with failure to appear for driving while license revoked.
A secured bond of $100 was set.

Ermelinda Montelange, 63, of Heath Trail, Cherokee, was
charged with failure to appear for misdemeanor larceny. A se-
cured bond of $1,000 was set.

Tara Lynn Bryson, 36, of Big Ridge, Glenville, was charged
with possession of marijuana paraphernalia and failure to ap-
pear for possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz. A secured bond of
$1,000 was set.

June 15

Frederick Earl Stillwell, 23, of Pecan Dr., was charged with
possession of stolen goods/property, larceny after breaking and
entering and breaking entering. A secured bond of $20,000 was
set.

Alexander Martinez Garcia, 26, of Bertha Saunooke Rd.,
Cherokee, was charged with failure to appear for obtaining prop-
erty by false pretense. A secured bond of $50,000 was set.

June 16

Austin Henry Posey, 26, of Cheerfull Cove, Cullowhee, was
charged with assault on a female. No bond was set.

Wendy Pearl Brady, 45, of Fisher Branch, Cherokee, was
charged with failure to appear for cyberstalking. A secured bond
of $750 was set.

June 17
Kimberly Ann Santy, 41, of Newport Dr., was charged with
failure to appear for larceny. A secured bond of $2,000 was set.

June 19
Todd Andrew Woollard, 45, of Oak Hill Rd., Alarka, was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of
methamphetamine. No bond was set.

WANTED
FOR SOLICITATION!

Asia (L) and Ginger (R) are looking
for furever homes.

Loving, young, beautiful girls for a
small fee. Call to make a date.

Contact Macon County Animal Services

828-349-2106
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To
reserve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the
following information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are al-
lergies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like dia-
pers, etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off
Highlands Road.

2022 MCAA Veteran’s Portrait Project Macon County Art Associ-
ation is requesting applications from Macon County veterans or their
families. Now in its 10th year, the program involves volunteer artists
who paint portraits of veteran to be presented to the veterans or their
families on Veteran's Day. Applications may be picked up at the Up-
town Gallery at 34 E Main Street, or may be requested by email to
karen@programservices.org. The deadline for applications is July 1.

Franklin Covenant Church Drive through Hot Lunch, Food Pantry
and prayer as requested this Saturday, June 25, 11am-?, at 265 Belle-
view Park Rd.

Descendants of the Miller and Lulu Ledford Family Reunion will be
held on Sunday, June 27, 1 p.m., at Prentiss Baptist Church Fellowship
Hall, 1438 Bell Dowdle Rd. Bring a covered dish to share.

Mountain Voices Summer Concert will be held on Thursday, June
30, at First United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Ave. Admission is
free. For more information, call (828)524-3644.

Yoga in the Yard will be held on Thursday, June 30, 6 to 7 p.m. at the
Macon County Public Library, 149 Siler Farm Rd. Meet outside the li-
brary for a free, all-levels yoga class. In case of inclement weather the
class will move to the Living Room instead. Bring your own mat. For
more information, call (828)524-3600.

Uptown Gallery Childrens Art Classes will be held during June and
July. Children ages 3-5 are Wednesday 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., for Mommy
and Me Art activities and ages 6-14 are Wednesday afternoons 1 to 3
p.m. Participants will explore the processes of painting, clay, weaving,
assemblage, watercolors, drawing and mixed media. Adult workshops
are also offered. Free painting in the classroom Monday’s 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. The gallery is located at 30 E. Main St. Contact
mtully2001@gmail.com for more information.

Appalachian Animal Rescue Center Fill the Van with donations of
food and supplies will be held on Saturday, July 2, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
at Tractor Supply Co., 3077 Georgia Rd., in Franklin.

Historic TM Rickman Store located at 259 Cowee Creek Road is now
open for visitors on Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Discover unique items
and listen to local musicians. Parking is limited with additional parking
available at Cowee Arts and Heritage Center a short walk from the
store.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m.
at No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.; Tuesday, 8 a.m., and Thursday,
12 noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.; Wednesday,
7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. On-line
meeting information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. To
speak with a member of A.A., call (828)349-4357.

The Town of Franklin Water/Sewer Division will implement tempo-
rary road closures continuing into early June, on West Palmer Street
in front of the Franklin Fire Department and on Maple Street to im-
prove an existing sewer line. A hard closure will commence from a point
at the intersection of Commerce Street and West Palmer Street to in-
clude both lanes and continue to Maple Street. Signage will be in place
for the closure area and detours. For more information, call Public
Works Department at (828)524-2516 x 397.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited in-
person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building. A vari-

ety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the afternoons
for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop
just off McCollum Drive. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.
Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult. For
more information, call (828)342-8126.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information,
call (828)369-9000.

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the great-
est gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great
times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await. Call
(828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway FROG Quarters is now open Wednes-
day to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 573 E. Main. Stop by for cof-
fee, a soft drink and a snack, and free internet. Reservations taken
for the shelters.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as strollers,
car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always wel-
come. Services are free and confidential. For more information or an
appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

Uptown Gallery on Main Street hours through December are Mon-
day through Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 pm and Wednesday and Sundays by
appointment. The Uptown Gallery is located at 30 E Main St Franklin.
For information call the gallery at (828) 349-4607.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open are
food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for an ap-
plication at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

CareNet on Bidwell Street will be open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A box of food may be picked up
once a week.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, June 26, 11 a.m., Michael Mur-
phy Burke will share. On Monday, 6 p.m., is an all levels yoga class,
No cost to attend. Wednesday a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then
out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr.,
behind the Gazebo Restaurant. For more information or to stream
services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

First Alliance Church will be holding Sunday Service on June 26 at
10:30 a.m. Pastor Evan Jensen will be speaking on 1 Timothy. Teen
Challenge will provide special music. Sunday School for all ages be-
gins at 9:30 a.m. The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off Wom-
ack, next door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Mountain Synagogue in Franklin conducts services the first Friday
and third Saturday of each month. For information, visit the website
at mountainsynagoguewnc.com, email us at mountainsyna-
gogue@gmail.com, or call (828)634-1312.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday. They have communion
the first Sunday of each month. The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory). The pastor is Evan W. Hill.
For more information, call (828)369-5834.

Son Rise International Ministries has Christian Fellowship Serv-
ices are held on Friday evenings at 7p.m., Wednesday ladies prayer
and Bible Study at 1 to 3 p.m. Mens Bible Study Thursday at 7 p.m.
The church is located at 462 Depot St. For more information, call
(828)369-2465.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Services are also streamed online
on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship
service is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church is
located at 59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the
Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service
Office.

Email your church events to maconcountynews@gmail.com.

ANSWERS
FOR PG. 22

L
-l
N
N
S
a
a
2
o
=
0
%
©)
x
O




16 THE MAcoN CounTY NEwS & SHoPPING GUIDE

A&E

Nonagenarian pens story of his life in NC

When Dr. Charles D.
Stallin, 92, decided he
wanted to write the story of
his life, he did not even have
a computer. Instead, he sat
down at his table with a pen
and began to write longhand.
The first words that came
were: “Most people nowa-
days will tell you they were
born. When | was young
enough to inquire about my
origins and how | came to
be, the answer was confus-
ingly vague. You see, all the
babies in our neighborhood
were ‘left by the stork.”

The book is full of the sto-
ries of a young boy’s escapades with his friends and family mem-
bers, of working long hours in the tobacco fields, of many times
unexpected laughter, and other times heartfelt emotion. The
reader follows the young boy as he grows up, finds the one and
only woman he would ever love, and then realizes the deep joy
of fatherhood. Finally, he discovers a great satisfaction in his ca-
reer of helping children discover their unique importance in the
world.

Gurney Chambers, WCU Professor & Dean Emeritus, de-
scribed the book as such: “This is the story of a decent man’s
journey from the tobacco fields of eastern North Carolina to the
halls of academe in Western North Carolina. It is a success story,
but an unlikely one. Itis a story that will inspire others, especially
those of humble beginnings, to ‘hitch their wagon to a star.’
Above all, it is a story of a very decent man who devoted his life
to helping others, especially children, to rise above their raising,
to become better than they dreamed they could be. It is a story
of Dr. Charles D. Stallings, teacher, professor and administrator.”

Western North Carolina adopted this ardent minister of youth
education in the 1950s when he became principal of WCU'’s Lab-
oratory School. Dr. Stallings has now turned his attention to shar-
ing his story though the written word. From his pen to type by
daughter, Debra Stallings Rollins. From type to publication by
Catch the Spirit of Appalachia, “A Path From Tobacco Road” is
now at City Lights Bookstore, 3 Jackson Street, in Sylva.

EATING OuT

*ROOT + BARREL *

KITCHEN AND BAR

828.369.3663

77 East Main St. Downtown Franklin, NC - at the top of town hill

Summer Hours: Monday-Thursday 11am-3pm Friday - Saturday 1lam-10pm

Drinks & Appetizers 4-5py

Reservations Suggested

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
Check out our website, Facebook & Jnstagram
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Arts Council releases ‘River of Words’

The Arts Council of Macon County announced the
publication of “River of Words,” the first edition of its
Three Rivers Review series at the Scottish-Celtic Muisc
concert Sunday at the First Presbyterian Church. The
concert featured the music of fiddler Andrew Finn Mag-
ill.

An anthology of author-selected excerpts from the
published works of two dozen Macon County writers,
“River of Words” features varied writing styles and gen-
res.

Themes range from a murder mystery, stories of ad-
venture, inspiration, animal delights, melancholy mis-
chief, the famous and the infamous, unrequited love,
unabashed abuse, coming home, facing death and living
life to the fullest.

Three Rivers Review “River of Words” has been a
year-long labor of love, designed to promote local au-
thors by exposing them to a wider readership and to
allow community members and visitors to sample the

Andrew Finn Magill performed a concert of Scottish-Celtic
music as part of the Taste of Scotland celebration held in
Franklin. Photo by Betsey Gooder

YOUR GUIDE TO
AREADINING

Pictured (L-R) are Henrietta Haithcock, Jeannie Chamber, Lee
Lyons Claire Suminski, Marne Dunkle, (back) Matthew Baker, who
are some of the writers featured in the Arts Council sponsored
publication Three Rivers Review “River of Words.”

works of many writers in one publication. It is a continua-
tion of and tribute to the mission of The Wayah Review, a
1980 Arts Council publication edited by the late Barbara
McRae. The three rivers mentioned in the title are the Cul-
lasaja, Little Tennessee, and Nantahala Rivers that come to-
gether in Macon County and are representative of all the
county’s areas, people and culture.

“River of Words” is dedicated to Maude Bivins, a charter
and sustaining member of the Arts Council of Macon
County, who died in 2019, leaving a generous bequest to
benefit this and all the Council’s future endeavors. Free
copies of “River of Words” are available at Macon County’s
Public Libraries, the Uptown Gallery on Franklin’s Main
Street, the Arts Council office above Outdoor 76, and other
locations. Contact the Council for details and more pick-up
locations, arts4all@dnet.net or 828-524-ARTS.

THE WAIT S OVER/
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

Hotuled
Mon - Thurs 11am - 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am —9pm e Closed Sun

Tetvety 828.369.9999

EJH O U S E

Everything made from scratch!

828.567.0064

28 E. MAIN STREET « FRANKLIN, NC
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 ¢ Wed. 8-4 o Sat. 10-3
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Mountain Voices returns with summer concert next Thursday

After a two-year hiatus, Mountain Voices is an-
nouncing its upcoming summer concert which will
be held on Thursday, June 30, 7 p.m., at First
United Methodist Church, 66 Harrison Avenue,
Franklin. This performance is free, and all are wel-
come and invited to attend.

Mountain Voices was formed in 2015 and has
held summer and Christmas concerts each year
until Covid-19 stopped gatherings. This year’s mu-
sical selections include show tunes, pop music,
gospel songs, and patriotic numbers. The chorus is
under the direction of Beverly Barnett and is ac-
companied by Mary Pittman on piano as well as
other local instrumentalists who complete the band.

Mountain Voices is a 50-voice mixed commu-
nity chorus with members from Franklin, Dillard,
Scaly Mountain and Rabun Gap.

The event is free but donations are appreciated to
offset the cost of music and are tax deductible as al-
lowed by the IRS for this 501(c)3 organization. If
you like to sing or want more information about
Mountain \oices, email
mountainvoiceswnc@gmail.com or visit face-
book.com/Mountain-Voices-875849255839858.

Rewind House Band at Concerts on

the Creek Friday, June 24 in Sylva

The 13th annual season of Concerts on the
Creek continues on Friday, June 24, when
The Rewind House Band hits the Bridge
Park stage in Sylva from 7-9 p.m.

This week, Concerts on the Creek wel-
comes special guest Professor Whizzpop to
entertain the children in attendance with
bubbles, balloons, and magic. Food trucks
will also be available.

Based in Asheville, N.C., The Rewind
House Band has enjoyed the honor of sup-
porting the likes of the Beach Boys, The
Temptations, Gary Puckett, The Rascals,
Ambrosia, The Drifters, Kansas, and more.
The band is proud to have played in front of
thousands of music lovers. With a playlist
that spans four decades of hits, the dance

floor is a popular place when the Rewind
House Band comes around. And if you’re
not one to dance, you’re sure to be singing
along.

Concerts on the Creek are held from 7-9
p.m. Fridays from through Labor Day at the
Bridge Park in Sylva. These free, family-
friendly events are organized by the Jackson
County Chamber of Commerce, the Town of
Sylva and the Jackson County Parks and
Recreation Department.

Bring a chair or blanket. Donations are
greatly appreciated. No smoking or coolers
allowed. Dogs must be on a leash.

Visit www.mountainlovers.com, our Face-
book page or call (828)586-2155 for more
information.

Rewind House Band and Professor Whizzpop

BPR announce live broadcast for opening

night at Brevard Music Center June 24

Brevard Music Center (BMC) and Blue
Ridge Public Radio (BPR) announce the live
broadcast of Opening Night! on Friday, June
24,

The performance opens Brevard Music
Center’s core symphonic programming for
the 2022 Summer Festival Season, and
through this new partnership with BPR may
be heard by audiences across Western North
Carolina on BPR News, BPR Classic and on-
line at bpr.org.

vision,” Brevard favorite Tao returns to the
stage at BMC to perform Rachmaninoff’s
“Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini.”

Opening Night! takes place Friday, June 24
at 7:30 PM in Whittington-Pfohl Auditorium
on campus at Brevard Music Center. The live
broadcast program on BPR begins at 7 p.m.,
on Friday, June 24, with insider interviews
and information hosted by BPR’s Anastasia
Marie.

“It is absolutely thrilling to
begin the 2022 Brevard Music
Festival season with a live
broadcast on Blue Ridge Pub-
lic Radio. This is the perfect
way to celebrate Opening
Night! while serving our com-
munity,” said Mark Wein-
stein, BMC President and
CEO. “lt is also the perfect
way to celebrate the arrival of
new leadership at BPR. Please
join us in welcoming BPR’s
new GM and CEO, Jeffrey
Pope. We look forward to de-
veloping and sharing new
programs together in collabo-

ration with BPR—stay
tuned.”

This will be the first live broadcast from
BMC’s campus in more than a decade and the
first ever Opening Night! broadcast. Led by
BMC Resident Conductor Ken Lam, Open-
ing Night! features Mussorgsky’s showpiece
“Pictures at an Exhibition,” Respighi’s tone
poem “Fountains of Rome,” and pianist Con-
rad Tao.

Recognized by The New York Times as an
artist of “probing intellect and open-hearted

Pianist Conrad Tao

“Blue Ridge Public Radio has long be-
lieved that the performing arts in Western
North Carolina are integral to making our re-
gion unique,” said Jeffrey Pope, BPR’s CEO
and General Manager. “This is why it is so
important ... to partner with the Brevard
Music Center to bring world class program-
ming from our very own backyard to every-
one in our listening area. Here’s to a bright
future of BPR and BMC collaborations!”
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Highlands Motoring Festival for charity still going strong since 2008

The vision for Highlands Motoring Festival was conceived in 2007, at
a lunch table after a meeting of The Rotary Club of Highlands. The mis-
sion was to contribute to local charities and the Highlands business com-
munity by attracting automotive enthusiasts to the area. The Highlands
Motoring Foundation, a 501(c)(3), was incorporated.

The inaugural event took place in September 2008 with 114 cars in at-
tendance. The show venue was created by blocking off Pine Street and
utilizing the Kelsey Hutchinson Park and the parking lots of Bank of
America and Entegra Bank. The cooperation of the Town of Highlands
and both banks made the event possible.

The Highlands Motoring Festival has grown from a one-day car show
to a four-day and evening festival to become one of the South’s most pop-
ular automotive events and was voted Best Concours by Classic Motor-
sports Magazine in 2019.

From the beginning all net proceeds have been donated to many local
charities including the Hudson Library, the Rotary Club of Highlands,
Cashiers-Highlands Humane Society, and the Emergency Council. In re-
cent years, the beneficiaries have been three human needs based groups:
REACH of Macon County, the Community Care Clinic, and the Literacy
and the Learning Center of Highlands. Over the years, the festival has
raised more than $300,000 for local charities. The festival operates as an
all-volunteer organization, with no paid staff.

Submitted by Brittney Lofthouse

OPEN 7 BAYS A WEEi! - Residentlal

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.

Specializing in Custom Garage Doors
and Automatic Openers

W Id ik I TVP Authorized Dealer
‘e would like to welcome Ty Payseur . v
to our team. Ty enjoys spending time with ANTIQUES,SHOPS & RV PARK gt\:‘r,:e Iflaby of::: {g:g} ggg gg:;

his family, especially his grandchildren. Ty =
has over 30 years of experience in tractor - u
service, please help us welcome him to

the team! ’
_ Kaylee's Closet
We are currently booking appointments
for tractors services. Please call 828-369- . . .
9655 and speak with a service advisor to W gu}mg to
schedule your appointment. ) [ b ..

461 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC (828) 369-9655 b Franklin, NC ¢ (828) 371-0992
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Cheryl Walker Smoot

Cheryl Walker Smoot, 79, passed
away Saturday, June 18, 2022. She
was born March 9, 1943, in
Chicago, Ill., to the late Walter
Walker and Hattie Larbecki Walker.
She has spent the past 20 years in
Franklin, N.C., and previously was
employed by Walmart in Franklin.
She loved going to thrift shops and
thought of the Goodwill employees
as her family. She was of the
Catholic faith.

She is survived by her son, David
Smoot (Margaret) of Franklin; a
daughter,  Kimberly  Kausler
(Richard) of Franklin; two grand-
children, Sydney Potts and Skyler Potts; and her beloved cat Joey.

In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by her late hus-
band, Earl A. Smoot Il and her sister, June Hefferan.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Smoot
family.

Cheryl Walker Smoot

John Cook Taggart

John Cook Taggart, 81, passed away on June 19, 2022, after an
extended illness. A private graveside service will be held at Wood-
lawn Cemetery.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.

Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Michelle Denise Lane

Michelle Denise Lane, 56, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away
Wednesday, June 15, 2022. She
was born Aug. 2, 1965, in Flint,
Mich., to the late Clyde Burnett
and Mildred Cook Burnett.

She had a heart full of love and
fire. She was one of a kind and
bounced to the beat of her own
drum. She loved and spent most of
her time with her grandchildren.
That was where she was the hap-
piest. They were her world and
there was nothing she would not
do for them. She was a lover of
the arts and music especially, but
if you’ve seen one of her paintings, you’d know she had a secret
talent. Pink was her favorite color, and her favorite place was being
at the ocean. Year round you could catch her grilling on her fa-
vorite smoker feeding all her family wonderful meals. She was a
dedicated wife, mother, and grandmother. Although her time here
was cut short, she lived and extremely full life always making the
most out of each moment. She was the life of the party who never
quite learned how to whisper.

She is survived by her husband, Cecil Dale Lane; her son, Justin
Law; her daughter, Alicia Chastain; and four grandchildren,
Robert, Tuli, Allison and Luci.

A celebration of life for Michelle will be held Saturday June 25,
from 7 to 9 p.m., at Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory.

Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Lane
family.

Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Michelle Denise Lane

Mervyn Vincent Davies

Mervyn Vincent Davies, 76, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away Sat-
urday, June 18, 2022.

Born in South Africa, he was
the son of the late Edward John
and Mary Thompson Campbell
Davies. He was affectionally
known to many as “Merv” or “Big
Merv.” He was a former owner
and publisher of the Temecula
Rancho News in California. It was
there where he developed his pas-
sion for photography. While in
California, he also owned the

Temecula Saloon. He was well
known in our area for his incredi-
ble wallpaper hanging abilities.

He served his country in the United States Marines. His hob-
bies included motorcycle riding, wine tasting, bird watching, feed-
ing the squirrels, and traveling the western coastline on his
motorcycle. His family has said that he was “A California man that
became a mountain man.”

He is survived by four children, Lauren Matthews (Richard) of
Tallahassee, Fla., Samantha Davies-Smith of Wilmington, Del.,
Kerri Willett of Austin, Texas, and Preston Davies (Katie) of
Weaverville, N.C.; and three grandchildren, Isabella “Bella” Wil-
lett of Colorado, Greyson Willett of Austin, Texas, and Quinn
Davies of Weaverville; siblings, Denise Kleynhans (Lars) of
Toronto, Canada, lan Davies (Holly) of Manahawkin, N.J., Cyn-
thia “Cindy” Rose (Flemming) of Pansippany, N.J., and Cyril
Davies (Tammy) of Newton, N.J.; five nieces and eight nephews.

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, June 25, at 11 a.m.,
at Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Greg Rogers will officiate. Military
Honors will be provided by the American Legion Post 108 and
VFW Post 7339.

The family will receive friends from 10 to 11 a.m., one hour
prior to the service at the funeral home.

A private burial will be held at the Western Carolina State Vet-
erans Cemetery in Black Mountain at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Charles George
VA Medical Center 1100 Tunnel Road, Asheville NC 28805 At-
tention: Voluntary Services (Hospice).

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Mervyn Vincent Davies

Imogene Ledbetter Justice

Imogene Ledbetter Justice, 88,
passed away Monday, June 13,
2022. She was born Jan. 2, 1934,
in Macon County, N.C., to the late
Robert Ledbetter and Ethel
Rhodes Ledbetter. She was mar-
ried to the late Howell Justice who
preceded her in 2007.

She loved to do many projects,
painting pictures, crocheting, quilt-
ing, and cooking good country
dishes. She loved her family and
was loved by many people. She

James G. ‘Jim’ Wrinn

James G. “Jim” Wrinn, 61, died
peacefully at his Brookfield, Wisc.,
home on March 30 after a coura-
geous, year-long battle with pan-
creatic cancer.

A native of Franklin, N.C., he
was the only child of John and Kate
Wrinn. He served in World War 1.
Upon returning home from the war,
he became an agricultural agent.
Kate was elected to and served as
Macon County Clerk of Court from
1950-62 until she retired to become

a full-time mother to Jim.

He graduated from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill where he majored in journalism and political science. While
there, he worked as a reporter and editor for the student newspaper,
The Daily Tar Heel. For almost 20 years after college, he was a re-
porter for several North Carolina newspapers including a long ca-
reer at the Charlotte Observer. In 2004, upon being named editor
of Trains magazine, the world’s largest-circulation railroad period-
ical, he moved north to Milwaukee, Wisc.

Allifelong railroad enthusiast, he was active in many rail-preser-
vation projects throughout his life including his favorite Shay
geared engine Nbr 1925. He was a volunteer and leader at the North
Carolina Transportation Museum for nearly four decades. He au-
thored several books on railroads. Through his hard work and gen-
erous spirit, he touched the lives of countless thousands of rail
professionals and hobbyists.

He is survived by his railroad-loving journalist wife Cate
Kratville-Wrinn; beloved dog Millie; several cousins in Franklin
including Michelle (Steve) Green; Anna Green; AnnaJane Carson
(John Warren); Jane (Bill) Hopper; Barry Downs; as well as South
Carolina cousins Frank Myers; Claire Myers (Tricia Higgins);
Stephanie O’Dell; Rebecca (Richard) Dobbins; Carl (Dianne)
Myers; Anne O’Dell (Danny Ernest); Mary Lucy O’Dell; and many
other cousins.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the North Carolina
Transportation Museum Foundation at P.O. Box 44, Spencer, N.C.
28159, or at www.nctrans.org, and specify “Graham County #1925
—Jim Wrinn” on your donation.

James G. Wrinn

View obituaries at
themaconcountynews.com

was a member of Union United

Methodist Church serving in the
choir, and as a Sunday School
teacher.

Survivors include her son, Steven M. Justice of Franklin, N.C.;
a granddaughter, Hallie Driver and husband, Bill; three great grand-
children, Joshua Scott, Emery Driver, and Owen Driver; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents and hushand, she was preceded in death
by a daughter, Elaine J. Scott.

A funeral service was held Saturday, June 18, at the Union
United Methodist Church with Rev. Janet Greene officiating. Bur-
ial followed in the Hickory Knoll Methodist Church Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Vance Ledbetter, Nathan Ledbetter, Matt Ledbet-
ter, Bill Driver, Harold Justice, Doug Cabe and Gene McDonald.

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the family.

Imogene Justice

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DoYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle « Rabun Gap, GA 30568

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road e Franklin, NC
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Todd Gilliland delivers early
Father's Day present with
win at Knoxville Raceway

Reid Spencer - NASCAR Wire Service

KNOXVILLE, Iowa—Moonlighting in the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series, Todd Gilliland took control of
Saturday night’s Clean Harbors 150 after the sun set on
Knoxville Raceway.

Gilliland grabbed the lead from John Hunter Nemechek
for the final time on Lap 140 of 150 and pulled away after a
restart on Lap 147 to beat Nemechek to the finish line by
945 seconds and win in his first start of the season and for
the third time in his career.

On the eve of Father’s Day, during an off week for his full-
time NASCAR Cup Series ride with Front Row Motor-
sports, Gilliland delivered the victory for his father and team
owner, David Gilliland.

“This will make tomorrow a lot more fun,” said Gilliland,
who plans to enjoy brunch and play golf with his father on
Sunday. “The Cup Series is tough, just racing every single
week. I’ve had like a million people
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ask me, ‘Is this really what you want
to do on your off week?’

“Absolutely. Nothing beats racing.
I tell everyone I'm young, and I wish
I could do this every single week of
the year... I love the trucks. I ran here
forever, it felt like. So to be able to
come back and to get one, it’s so spe-
cial.”

In winning the race, Gilliland ful-
filled his father’s wish.

“I told him when the race started, all
I want for Father’s Day is that trophy,”
David Gilliland said. “We’ll be taking
it home on the plane with us.”

But the race wasn’t decided until
the sun also set on the dominant truck
of Carson Hocevar.

Still recovering from a broken right
tibia sustained two weeks ago at St.
Louis, Hocevar took the lead from

pole winner Derek Kraus on the first lap and didn’t relin-
quish it until his engine expired after a restart on Lap 66.

“I’m blowing up,” exclaimed Hocevar on the team radio
before bringing his No. 42 Niece Motorsports to a stop high
in Turn 1. “No oil pressure—totally freakin’ bit. Unbeliev-
able!”

Coincidentally, the engine in the No. 41 Niece Chevrolet
driven by Tyler Carpenter failed on the exact same lap. Car-
penter had earned his series-debut ride by winning the Super
Late Model division at the Gateway Dirt Nationals in St.
Louis in December.

Hocevar’s abrupt exit handed the lead to Gilliland, who
held it from Lap 66 through the conclusion of Stage 2 on
Lap 90.

Brett Moffitt, Grant Enfinger, Kaz Grala and Buddy Ko-
foid opted not to pit during the second stage break and
restarted from the top four spots on lap 92. Moffitt charged
to a comfortable lead but was black-flagged for accelerating
before the restart zone.

The penalty for the infraction—a drive through the pit
area—dropped Moffitt to 21st in the running order and gave
the lead to Enfinger, who held the top spot for 10 laps before
Gilliland regained the point on Lap 102.

Nemechek took the lead on the restart lap and held it until
Gilliland regained it 17 circuits later.

Gilliland is the 11th different winner in the 11 dirt-track

races in the history of the NASCAR Truck Series.
Zane Smith finished third on Saturday, followed by Ty
Majeski and Stewart Friesen,

Todd Gilliland, driver of the #17 Frontline Enterprises Ford,
hoists the trophy after winning the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series Clean Harbors 150 at Knoxville Raceway on June
18, 2022 in Knoxville, lowa. At left, drivers prepare for the start
of Saturday’s race. Photo by Kyle Rivas/Getty Images

Keselowski won the NASCAR Cup Series race at Pocono. In
the four races immediately after his injury, he posted two
victories, a second and a third.

Carson Hocevar seems poised to accomplish the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series’ version of Ke-
selowski’s remarkable run.

After breaking his right tibia in a crash at World Wide
Technology Raceway on June 4, the driver of the No. 42
Niece Motorsports Chevrolet underwent surgery. On the fol-
lowing Friday, he put his Silverado on the pole for Satur-
day’s race at Sonoma.

Hocevar crashed at the end of his pole-winning lap, started
from the rear after repairs and gave way to relief driver
Daniel Suarez, who brought the truck home in sixth.

who was a contender for the
win until a cut tire on the final
lap of Stage 1 dropped him to
22nd in the running order.

Kraus, Matt Crafton, En-
finger, Tyler Ankrum and Ben
Rhodes completed the top 10.
Nemechek regained the series
lead by five points over
Rhodes.

Injury hasn’t slowed Carson

Hocevar one iota

Shades of Brad Ke-
selowski.

Remember when the cur-
rent co-owner/driver  at
Roush Fenway Keselowski
Racing suffered a broken left
ankle in a crash during testing

at Road Atlanta in 2011?
A week later, after hob-
bling to his car on crutches,

Carson Hocevar, driver of the #42 Worldwide Express Chevrolet, waits on crutches in the pit be-
fore the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Clean Harbors 150 Practice at Knoxville Raceway
on June 17, 2022 in Knoxville, lowa.
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Fans stand for the national anthem before the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Clean Harbors 150 at Knoxville Raceway on

June 18, 2022 in Knoxville, lowa.

On Friday at Knoxville Raceway, Hocevar topped the
speed chart in final practice after posting the third-fastest lap
in the opening session.

Hocevar drove the same truck he powered to a second-
place finish on the Bristol Dirt Track in April.

“It seems like every time our No. 42 team goes to a dirt
track, we have success or moments of success,” Hocevar
said. “We won our heat race last year at Knoxville and led a
lot of laps, and at Bristol Dirt back in April we led the sec-
ond-most laps in a second-place effort. ”

The time has finally come for dirt

late model star Tyler Carpenter

Tyler Carpenter collected the first-place check for his vic-
tory in the Super Late Model Division at the Gateway Dirt
Nationals in St. Louis in December, but he had to wait more
than six months for the second—and more highly antici-
pated —part of his prize.

With the win, Carpenter also earned a ride in Niece Mo-
torsports’ No. 41 Chevrolet for Saturday night’s Clean Har-
bors 150 at Knoxville Raceway.

“I’m more excited than you can imagine about racing in
the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series this weekend,”
said the 31-year-old from Parkersburg, West Virginia. “It’s
something that you dream about being a part of when you’re
younger—or any event that’s NASCAR-associated.

Carpenter was 17th fastest in Friday’s opening practice for
his series debut and 30th in Happy Hour, but he was 12th
fastest in 10-lap average in the final session among the 24
drivers who ran 10 consecutive laps.

NASCAR's Busch Light Clash to Make Triumphant

Return to Historic Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (June 12, 2022) — The roar of
engines will fill the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum once
again when NASCAR’s Busch Light Clash returns to the
iconic venue in 2023. Following the resounding success of
the inaugural event, the exhibition race will return to the
quarter-mile race track to begin the 2023 season on February
5th on FOX.

“Our entire industry made a bold move by bringing the
Busch Light Clash to the L.A. Coliseum this past February
and it paid off by becoming an instant classic with both new
and existing fans,” said Ben Kennedy, Senior Vice President,
Racing Development and Strategy. “We are intent on show-
casing our sport and drivers on the biggest stage and there is
none bigger than the L.A. Coliseum. We’re thrilled to return
to the heart of Los Angeles to officially start the season and
set the stage for the Daytona 500.”

The Busch Light Clash at the Coliseum will be broad-
casted live on FOX and will serve as a star-studded prelude
to the DAYTONA 500 two weeks later. The exhibition also
serves as the first of three visits to California with
NASCAR'’s premier series also visiting Auto Club Speed-
way and Sonoma Raceway in 2023. The remainder of next
season’s NASCAR Cup Series schedule, including dates,
will be announced at a later date.

“With more than four million viewers, and really breaking
through in a pop culture mecca like Los Angeles, the inau-
gural Clash at the Coliseum did everything it was intended
to do and then some,” said Bill Wanger, FOX Sports EVP,
Head of Programming and Scheduling. “It energized the
sport, delivered new eyeballs and kicked off the season in
grand fashion. We can’t wait to do it all again in 2023.”

The 2022 Busch Light Clash was an incredible success,
boldly transforming the exhibition into a national spectacle.
The race delivered on its broad-scale interest with new and
existing fans, as approximately 70% of ticket buyers were
attending their first NASCAR race. The event was the high-
est viewed Busch Light Clash since 2016 and featured more
than 30 corporate sponsors, none more prominent than
NASCAR Premier Partner Busch Light.

“For decades, Busch Light has been a passionate supporter
of NASCAR, and it is through races like The 2022 Busch
Light Clash that we are able to bring unmatched motorsports
experiences to our fans,” said Krystyn Stowe Head of Mar-
keting for Busch Family Brands at Anheuser-Busch. “This
race provides a unique opportunity for us to engage with
both new and lifelong fans in markets where demand for
Busch Light is growing.”
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE aAnswers oNPG. 15

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: AT THE BEACH

ACROSS

1. Like a certain eagle

5. *Beach-goer's protective
acronym

8."To____andto hold"

12. Arabian bigwig

13. Indian lentil staple

14. Wild West grazer

15. TV prize

16. Between lllinois and Ne-
braska

17. Quick and light on one's
feet

18. *Wooden walkway by the
beach

20. Not this

21. Unwritten examinations
22. Cherry middle

23. Relating to a rib

26. *Beach suit type

29. Kanye's genre

30. Pool hall mishap

33.52 cards

35. *Sunny Dutch Caribbean
vacation destination

37. Be unwell

38. Eagle's home

39. Precedes carotene?

40. Twisted or meandered
42. Chill, with 'out

43. Seat by day, bed by night
45. Modifies

47. *Just out of the water

48. Parallel grooves

50. Arrival times

52. *Wave rider

56. Nitrogen, in the olden
days

57.In___ of

58. Hipbones

59. Parcel of land

60. Et alibi

61. Auctioneer's exclamation

62. A.C.T. section
63. Tie the knot
64. *Casual beach tops

DOWN

1. British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion, colloquially

2. Shells in a magazine

3. Capital of Peru

4. Fungus damage (2 words)

5. *Same as sandbar

6. Catch for a ratchet's notch, pl.
7. Criticism

8. *Water at its highest (2 words)
9. The largest continent

10. Retired electric Chevy

11. Compass dir.

13. Hindu Festival of Lights

14. Dyed fabric

19. Type of TV show

22. Eating contest staple

23. *Decapod on a beach

24. *Propelled like a paddle
board

25. Plural of sputum

26. Type of bin in a grocery store
27. Bundle of axons

28. Slipperier

31. *Building material found at
the beach

32. Jack Ryan's and Jason
Bourne's org.

34. Barrels of beer

36. *Hasselhoff's beach TV

show

38. Improvise

40. Exercise group

41. Upbraiding

44, Annoy

46. Lao Tzu follower

48. Hotel room option

49. Metallica's "Dont __ On
Me"

50. Poet Pound

51. To perfection (3 words)

52. Abunch

53. *End-of-day summertime
soother

54. Rub the wrong way

55. Pops

56. Cash dispenser

www.TheMaconCountyNews.com
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GREENTHUMB LAWN SERVICES
Do you need Spring Cleanup?
Lawn Maintenance, Landscaping,
Leaf Blowing, Handyman Services.
18 Years Experience. Call (828)421-
8847.

MURPHY’S PAINTING COMPANY
Interior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks, Insured.
Free estimates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.

CLEANING PACKING ORGANIZING
& Other Household Services. Vacation
Rental Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Services
(828)550-4585.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.

GIBSON'’S PAINTING & Home Re-
pairs, 30 Years Experience, Insured,
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Interior and
Exterior Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat. Kitchen Sink
Inc. 72 E. Main Street, Franklin
(828)524-2956.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

FRANKLIN OTTER WASH Exterior
Pressure Washing, our goal is to keep
your property happy and healthy! For
any questions call (828)200-5298
We're happy to help.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
& Service, 867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

HALL'S WINDOW Cleaning 25 Years
Experience, Insured, Great Refer-
ences, Call (828)369-9662.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind. 40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Re-
liable. (828)332-7247.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems, Retaining Walls, Rock
Work, Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793 Ex-
cellent References.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. Call Rick Hall (828)371-
3566.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodel-
ing, Pressure Washing, Painting,
Home Repairs, 28 Years Experience
in WNC. Cell (828)371-9754.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron's Hy-
droseeding. (828)332-4415.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Fall Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC. Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING Inte-
rior/Exterior,  Pressure  Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience. Cell
(239)860-0117, home (828)332-4382.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+
years experience. (845)807-1326.

Help Wanted

GROUNDS KEEPER with Weed Eater,
Own Transportation, Multi Chores, Nice
Setting, Good Pay. (828)369-0048.

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is look-
ing to hire a full-time individual to assist
in the paint department. Duties will in-
clude mixing paint, assisting customers
with color selections and sundry items,
stocking shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds. This in-
dividual must be dependable, self-mo-
tivated, have great customer service
skills and be willing to learn. We will
offer on-the-job training, so experience
is not necessary. For more information,
call Derek Taylor @ (828)200-9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center to fill out
an application.

LIBERTY WOOD PRODUCTS is hiring
cabinet installers, assemblers, wood-
workers. To apply call (828)524-7958
or visit LibertyWoodProducts.com/con-
tact-us

Read THE MACON
COUNTY NEWS
Online for FREE

Community Fundraisers

BOUTIQUE TO ANTIQUE Good Stuff
Sale, 8-2, Saturday, June 25, at St.
Francis Church 299 Maple Street.

MEGA SALE with Partial Proceeds
going to Cystic Fibrosis, Friday-Satur-
day, 24-25, 8am-4pm Daily. Asbury
Church Located at 81 Firehouse Rd.,
in Otto, NC across from the Otto Fire
Department. Items will Include: Furni-
ture, Home & Garden Decor, Vintage &
Collectible Pieces, Pet Supplies, Art-
work, Fine Jewelry and So Much More!
Numerous Items Only $1.

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RESCUE
Thrift Store, Open Tuesday thru Satur-
day, 9am-4pm, 1521 Old Murphy Rd.,
(828)369-3046.

Garage & Yard Sales

MOVING SALE Sofa, Love Seat,
Large Treadmill, TV's, Queen Bed,
Dressers, Kitchenware, Clothes, Pres-
sure Washer, 331 West Coventry, Sat-
urday, 9-2, Sunday, 10-2. No Early
Birds!

SATURDAY JUNE 25, 8AM-1PM Yes,
One more time. More good stuff added
and priced to sell. Kitchen Ware, Home
Decor, Furniture, Ameri Glide Horizon
Chair Lift. Come check us out! 121
Meadow Brook Dr., in Franklin.

BOUTIQUE TO ANTIQUE Good Stuff
Sale, 8-2, Saturday, June 25, at St.
Francis Church 299 Maple Street

MEGA SALE with Partial Proceeds
going to Cystic Fibrosis, Friday-Satur-
day, 24-25, 8am-4pm Daily. Asbury
Church Located at 81 Firehouse Rd.,
in Otto, NC across from the Otto Fire
Department. Items will Include: Furni-
ture, Home & Garden Decor, Vintage
& Collectible Pieces, Pet Supplies, Art-
work, Fine Jewelry and So Much More!
Numerous Items Only $1.

Misc. For. Sale

ETHAN ALLEN SOFA 82" long heavy
duty, white with blue floral pattern in ex-
cellent condition $150. (828)332.7765.
photo available.

2 SIDE BY SIDE Cemetery Plots in Gar-
den of Peace, Highlands Memorial Gar-
dens Apopka, Florida $4,000 each or
both for $7,500. (828)506-9066.

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS MRE'’S,
Military Boots, Clothing, Rain Gear,
Cold Weather Gear, Sleeping Bags,
Vests, Packs, Bags, Field Gear, G.I.
5 gallon Gas/Water Cans! We Buy,
Trade all Types Clothes, Field Gear.
Open Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday
9-5, 329 Bennett Ridge Rd.
Franklin, (828)349-3140. bandmmil-
itarysurplus.com, bandmsur-
plus@gmail.com

FARMERS MARKET 8-12, Every Sat-
urday. Please Come Out and Support
Your Local Farmers Market. Spring Veg-
etables, Honey, Garden Seedling, Soap,
Wooden Bowl & Spoons, Pastries,
Cookies, Preserves, Eggs. 200 Block
East Palmer.

ADOPT A PET AARC Animal Shelter,
851 Lake Emory Rd., Franklin. Call for
an Appointment. (828)524-4588.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older. Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.

Commercial Rentals

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 960 sq.
feet, central heat/air, 3 offices, front
showroom, storage room and bath-
room. $800 per month, with $800.00
security. Call (828)524-5601 or email
Idurden@dnet.net.

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASO/V/IBLE /

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons
Call Peter 828)524-1010

Wl - Vhpittes

828.342.5319

Nc Tree Dr

Miller@NCTreeDr.com

Treating Hemlocks
and other tree’s
« Fertilization
* Consultations
* Estimates
*100% Safe

\. J

themaconcountynewsonline.com

NOW OFFERING
SEALTECH LEAK TESTING

n 9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto,NC

IN OTTO SINCE 198! 828-349-4500

Complete
Tree Removal

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

iz

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
y

< (FLDILY
AUNOIGH

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

o " f'\

Complete Auto Repair Shop

Thank you to all of our customers for
another successful year of business!

|

Mon. - Fri. 8-5

(828)369-2155

976 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

NO GREDIT CARD FEES!




COUNTRYSIDE CHEVROLET
REGIONAL PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE

_ 2020 Cadillac  Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309 Toyota  Tacoma TRD Off-Road 8,507
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
VEAR  MAKE MODEL MILES 2019 Cadillac  XT5 14,462 Chevrolet 2500 30,233
2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536 2019 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 34,109 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 36,463
2022 BMW 530 240 2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162 Chevrolet Colorado 31,506
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201 2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696 Chevrolet Silverado 52,944
2022 Edge Sport 101 2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196 2019 GMC Terrain 63,316 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2021 Traverse LT AWD 17,994 2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386 Ford F-250 49,547
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263 2018 Ford Explorer 69,517 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2020 Jaguar XE AWD 5,214 2018 Forerunner TRD Sport 65,055 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009 2018 Grand Cherokee 4x4 48,031 Toyota Tacoma SR 12,448
2019 Buick Enclave 24,669 2018 Kia Soul 58,573 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2019 Toyota Corolla LE 11,095 2017 Rogue SV 58,866 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676 2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2018 Camaro SS 23,515 2016 Sorrento LX 112,933 Colorado WT 4x4 6,261
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 53,520 2015 Chevrolet Equinox LTZ AWD 107,485 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692 2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
2018 Cruze LS 25,170 2015 Suburban LT 92,352 Toyota Tacoma SR5 43,420
2018 Focus SE 44,403 2014 Ford Explorer 4x4 68,342 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
2018 Traverse LT AWD 95,105 2013 Ford Escape SE AWD 89,455 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261 2012 Chevrolet Express 2500 VAN 160,946 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
2015 Mustang GT 45,724 2010 Wrangler 2DR 96,217 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2014 Challenger SRT8 Core 29,436 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2014 Ford Focus SE 84,984 T R U C KS Chevrolet 1500 LT Crew 118,872
2009 BMW i28 86,081 YEAR  MAKE MODEL MILES GMC Sierra SLT 61,530
2008 Corvette Coupe 9,007 2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651 Ram Diesel Crew 2500 60,495
1990 Corvette 125,701 2022 Ram 2500 5,273 Toyota Tacoma 127,336
2021 Chevrolet 1500 4x4 10,243 Chevrolet Colorado 95,530

S U VS 2021 Chevrolet Colorado ZR-2 10,842 Ram 1500 Sport Crew 4x4 107,828
YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES 2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822 GMC Sierra 2500 Diesal 192,749
2021 Grand Cherokee L 13,279 2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432 Avalanche LTZ 66,581
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237 2021 Colorado Z-71 12,912 Colorado LT 4x4 128,003
2021 Tahoe LT 16,432 2021 Jeep Gladiator 2,054 Chevrolet 2500 Diesel 194,159
2020 Grand Cherokee Trailhawk 26,226 2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647

HOMETOWN

11 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 » 828.524.0734 « WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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