
Early voting across North Carolina begins April 28 with the Pri-
mary voting day set for May 17. The Macon County Board of
Commissioners currently has three seats up for election. Two seats
in District II, which covers the Franklin area, and one seat in Dis-
trict I which serves Ellijay, Flats, Highlands and Sugarfork. The
May 17 primary ballot will feature Republican candidates for of-
fice. Since only two Democrats have filed to run – Ronnie Beale
and Betty Cloer Wallace –  a primary is not needed for the De-
mocrats. The top Republican vote getters will be placed on the
November ballot to face the two Democrat challengers or an in-
dependent challenger who secures enough signatures to be placed
on the ballot by the deadline. 

Leading up to the primary, The Macon County News will pub-
lish candidate profiles for local offices included Macon County
Board of Commissioners District I, District II, Clerk of Superior
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Court, and Macon County Sheriff. 
Gary Shields, Dan Reitmeier, Danny Antoine, Richard Light-

ner, and Gregg Jones are vying for the two District II commis-
sioners seats. The candidates were asked to provide a short bio and
were asked the same questions.

Gary Shields
Gary Shields was born and raised in Macon County.  Shields

attended Franklin High School, Walhalla High School and Way-
nesville Township High School where he graduated in June 1966. 

After high school, Shields joined the United States Army where
he served two tours of duty in Vietnam before finishing his mili-
tary service in May 1969. Shields attended Gardner-Webb
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Past president Fred Haller, who has helped coordinate the Macon County Senior Games for 30 years, passes the torch to current pres-
ident Mike Townsend, marking the 32nd anniversary and officially declaring the opening of the 2022 games. The games will run
through May 6 with a banquet on July 2. For more about the games and the opening ceremonies, see page 12.
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College in August
1969 where he ob-
tained his Bachelor of
Arts in December
1973 and then began
his career in public ed-
ucation. Shields com-
pleted his Masters
Degree in School Ad-
ministration from Uni-
versity of North
Carolina-Charlotte
and later completed
his Masters Degree in
Guidance and Coun-
seling from UNC-C
via Western Carolina
University (WCU).  

Shields’ professional educational career began
in Kings Mountain, N.C., where he served as a
teacher and school administrator for eight years.
He then had the opportunity to move back to
work in the Macon County School System where
he worked for 29 years, 21 of which was as prin-
cipal of Franklin High School. Shields retired in
June 2010 after 37 years in education. 

After retiring, Shields ran for the Macon
County Board of Education and was elected to
serve a four-year term. After one term on the
Board of Education, Shields ran and was elected
for his first term on the Macon County Board of
Commissioners in November 2014 and was re-
elected in 2018.  

“In November 2022, my plans are to seek a
third four-year term on the Macon County Board
of Commissioners,” said Shields. “I have two
major reasons for running for a third term. … I
have invested time and energy by serving our
country that enabled me to recognize my
strengths and weaknesses to include an appreci-
ation for the values of the United States of Amer-
ica. My 37 years invested in education allowed
me to view the past while recognizing the need
to assist our youth in preparing for their future so
they will become productive citizens and leaders
in their respective communities. My 29 years in-
vested in the Macon County School System,
working with professional educators, showed pa-
tience allowing me to grow and reshape my phi-
losophy of life for the betterment of mankind. My
21 years invested as the principal of Franklin
High School was a blessing and due to all the
lives that I interacted with, I was blessed because
we grew up together.  I can say my growth was
greater because those memories  will always be
cherished.”

Shields continued, “My second major reason
for seeking a third, four-year term is because of
unfinished business,” he said. “COVID-19 ex-
posed our weaknesses when our schools had to
transition from the classrooms to the living
rooms.  Regions, states and our nation, as a
whole, realized that another “utility” called
broadband was a link that had to be addressed.   I
have been on the Macon County Broadband
Committee for six or seven years and never felt so
helpless until recently when federal and state
funds were combined in the American Rescue
Plan allowing counties to coordinate with federal
and state providers.  These “rescue” monies are
once in a lifetime and we have a short time to
complete a plan and then put the plan in place for

broadband services in Macon County.
Continued unfinished business in progress

includes:
– Macon Middle School:  This renovation

began [nearly] years ago and at our
last commissioners meeting we are
on target to completing this project
in 2023.

– Macon Middle School Athletic
Building:  This project is with the ar-
chitects at this time and is being
built to assist the school’s curricu-
lum and athletic programs played on
the MMS campus.

– Southwestern Community Col-
lege:  At this time the state is re-
viewing the specifications for a new
Burn Building on the campus of the
National Guard Armory in Franklin.
The National Guard Armory was
leased to SCC and will be used to
expand the curriculum and studies
now being taught in the Jerry Sutton

Facilities Building
– Nantahala Community Center and Library:

This project is in the final stages of completion
and will enhance the community opportunities
for social events and media and Broadband ac-
tivities.

– Highlands School Pre-K and school reno-
vations. This need was brought to the attention
of the county commissioners via community
presentation at the February/March meeting.

– Additional classrooms to be built at Car-
toogechaye Elementary and East Elementary
School via ESSER FUNDS with a 2024 end-
ing date for funds to be used.”

Danny Antoine
Danny Antoine was born and raised in

Brooklyn, N.Y.,
and was raised
in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti.
He moved to
Macon County
in 1998 and has
been married to
his wife Mary
for 13 years. To-
gether, the cou-
ple have 15
children and 11
grandchildren.
Antoine is an
ordained minis-
ter as well as a
family and mar-
riage counselor and has also owned and oper-
ated a small business in Macon County for the
last 22 years. He is a 6th Degree Black Belt,
was the 2002 Karate World Champion and is
the 2021 Legends of the Carolinas Martial Arts
Hall of Fame Inductee. He serves as the volun-
teer chaplain for the Franklin Police Depart-
ment and the Franklin Fire Department. 

Antoine serves as a board member for
Macon County Care Network and for KAVOD
Family Non-Profit Foundation.

“I am not a politician. I am simply a con-
cerned citizen unwilling to sit on the sidelines,”
said Antoine. “My desire is to serve my com-
munity to the fullest extent of my abilities and
will consider it an honor to do so. I love our
county and I want to be able to add to our beau-
tiful culture, not merely receive from it.  I truly
believe in the title of ‘public servant,’ and serv-

ing this county has been my lifestyle for over 20
years.  Many issues revolving around helping
our youth and families in general can be solved
by county officials who work well together for
the greater good of the citizens. I would like the
opportunity to be an
elected county official
who will serve the
people of Macon
County with integrity,
striving to give my
very best at all times.”

Richard Lightner
Richard Lightner’s

father was a career
Marine, so he grew up
attending schools in
Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia, and North Car-
olina. He graduated
from WCU with a
BSBA in Finance and
Economics in 1980. While attending WCU,
Lightner was elected president of a national fra-
ternity and met his wife, Judy Dillard Lightner.
The two were married in 1980 and started life in
Franklin, Judy’s hometown. Lightner has been a
member of Cowee Baptist since 1978, where he
has served as deacon for 35 years. 

After WCU, Lightner was finance manager
with Carolina Tire, Student Services Director at
Macon Program for Progress, Professional Sales
and Management at Lowe’s where he was rec-
ognized as the top 10 salesman with Lowe’s
Company. From 1985-2019 Lightner worked as
Macon County’s Tax Administrator. He was
elected the WNC Tax Association President two
times, North Carolina Association of Assessing
Officers President, Outstanding Tax Assessor for

North Carolina, best tax office in North
Carolina twice, and recipient of the Order
of The Long Leaf Pine by the Governor
of North Carolina for dedicated service to
the state and its citizens. 

While Lightner was not elected by the
citizens for an office, he was an appointed
county official, (Tax Administrator) with
a legal appointment every four years by
the Macon County Commissioners. The
vounty manager and Lightner’s position
are the only two positions in the county
that directly report to the elected com-
missioners. 

“I have been a part of the county’s
management team since 1985 and I have
worked with every county manager ex-
cept the very first one,” said Lightner. “I

have worked with all the commissioners since
1985 either Democrat or Republican. My 85,000
hours involved with all county issues prepare me
to make a difference on day one. I have retained
the knowledge of how the county established
procedures and dealt with issues for the pass 35
years.” 

Danny Reitmeier 
Danny Reitmeier was

raised in Franklin with his
sister, Beth Corbin and
their brother, Chris. Reit-
meier was a student athlete
and very involved in stu-
dent government all
through his school years.
After graduating from
Franklin High School, Re-

itmeier joined the Air Force and served for 8.5
years. Reitmeier is a proud veteran, having
served in Saudi Arabia during Desert Storm. He
is married to his wife, Kim. Reitmeier is a born
again Christian, saved by the blood of Jesus and

serves as a member of Holly
Springs Baptist Church, where he
has attended for 28 years. 

After the U.S. Air Force, Reit-
meier began his professional career
where he has experience working as
a tax software programmer, land-
scape maintenance accounts man-
ager, small business owner,
operating his own landscape busi-
ness, as well as working for the U.S.
Post Office. 

“My reason for running for com-
missioner is simple,” said Reit-
meier, “I love our county and the
people that live here.  I think it’s
time for a change. It’s time for new
ideas, new energy, new personali-

ties, and new ways of looking at things. I want to
move our county forward in a positive way and
make it economically viable for people to make
a good living here and not move away. I am a
‘people person’….I’ve never met a stranger.  I
truly care about people. I believe those character
traits will help me connect with the citizens in
our county and earn the trust necessary to move
our county forward and help all of our citizens.
I want ALL of our citizens to have a true, strong
voice that will listen to them and be a transpar-
ent, tireless worker for them. They deserve that.”

Gregg Jones
Gregg Jones is a native of Macon County,

growing up his
family owned
and operated
Jones Ruby
Mine for
which he con-
tributed 20
years of his
life helping his
family suc-
ceed with the
b u s i n e s s .
Today, Jones is
a small busi-
ness owner,
owning and
operating a
small grading
business. He is active in the community, serving
on volunteer boards and coaching community
basketball. 

“I want to give the citizens of Macon County
their voice back to help make decisions where
their tax money is spent,” said Jones. “I want to
be the county commissioner that is transparent,
available, and willing to work for the citizens of

Macon County. I would like to see
more citizen participation in their
community.”

What do you see as being the
biggest issue facing Macon County? 

Shields: “School Capital needs are
ongoing and our schools have to be
maintained. Broadband is not a luxury
but a necessity for the health and
safety of our communities. Quality
workforce. Affordable housing/rent.
Safety, Health and Education make up
70%-plus of our annual budget. 

Gary Shields

Danny Antoine

Richard Lightner

Danny Reitmeier

Gregg Jones
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Providing senior services, Mental Health (young
and old),” he said. “Nothing is free so monies
have to be allocated accordingly by need and
you budget and seek studies that show you the
major needs of the county.  Our Capital Im-
provement Plan, with other data, gives the board
a guide for going forward and the board does
this with high concern of property owners hav-
ing to provide the necessary funds via increased
taxes.” 

Antoine: “There are many issues confronting
our county; the levels of importance can be
fairly relative,” said Antoine. “Drugs are a major
issue here plaguing all age groups. The assets
that are available to our children and teens are
lacking. Young people are our greatest asset and
the leaders for our county’s future. I firmly be-
lieve we can help alter this drug epidemic by
raising a strong generation of young men and
women with their identities intact. I believe in
teaching the youth how to contribute to our so-
ciety rather than just take from it.”

Lightner: “The largest items in a small com-
munity vary very little from that of a large com-
munity. The top four items are items of safety,
education, economic growth, and budgets.
Macon faces all these issues just as our larger
sister counties in N.C. We need to have public
safety adequately funded but not at the cost of
shortchanging other vital services such as edu-
cation and senior services.  Economic develop-
ment is mentioned to me by everyone I meet.
We need to establish an office of Economic and
Grants Director within the county. We already
have the funds in the budget to do so. We see the
importance of grants with some recent grants
making the local news.” 

Reitmeier: “It’s pretty much impossible to
name only one ‘biggest’ issue in our county.
However, with that being said, I believe we have
to find a way (or ways) to give our citizens the
means to find good employment which would
allow them to keep their families here while
making a good living.  Be it some type of in-
dustry, making sure we get as many people con-
nected with broadband internet, which would
allow people to be employed in ways that were
never possible before, or other things like that.
We also have to be vigilant when it comes to
public safety, our schools and health and human
services.”

Jones: “Building schools: I would address
this by getting grant writers to bring in rural area
grants to cover our needs and help distribute dif-
ferent funds for the needs of Macon County,”
said Jones.
Commissioners are faced with more and

more requests for public education funding.
What is your stance on county’s role in fund-
ing public education? Do you think the current
levels are adequate or do you think they should
be increased/decreased? Do you support the
sales tax referendum that will be placed on the
ballot in November?

Shields: “I feel the ‘brick and mortar,’ via the
county, is a hardship for some counties because
they do not have a tax base that is sufficient for
2022 public education. The state has looked at
counties with ‘brick and mortar’ needs and have
designated lottery monies to assist with school
projects but the monies are scarce. My greatest
concern is mandates from the state that are not
accompanied with funds and the commissioners
are held responsible for providing the needed
mandated services. The state should supply
100% of the current expenses that are passed on

to the county via school mandates,” said Shields.
“I do support the .25 sales tax that will be on the
referendum in November 2022.  Our Region A
is made up of seven counties (Haywood west)
and six of those counties have passed the .25
sales tax and speaking to many of those county
leaders, it is a fair tax that visitors can participate
in without all the burden falling on the local
property owner. Yes,  this is another revenue that
the property owner would not have to endure be-
cause this revenue would be earmarked for the
schools/education.”

Antoine: “I believe the county’s investment in
public education is crucial to our county’s future.
Without sufficient information, I cannot say in
all certainty whether or not our current spending
levels on public education here are adequate.
However, that doesn’t seem to be complicated to
answer once I understand the accurate numbers
on our spending. I am not for raising taxes when,
at our current tax rate, we are not properly allo-
cating the taxes currently collected.  If the choice
were between a sales tax vs. an ad valorem tax, I
would choose sales tax because at least the pass-
through traffic can help cushion this tax. Ad val-
orem property tax would only hit our citizens. I
will also say, being that we are maintaining ap-
proximately $32 million in savings, I think we
should consider the potential use of those funds
rather than placing the burden of heavier taxes
on the citizens.”

Lightner: “Education is one of the pillars of
our community. In fact, public education started
in our county by parents and their neighbors
coming together and paying for the small schools
in areas like Ellijay, Cowee, Clarks Chapel, and
many others areas. Locally we spend 19% of our
budget on education while our neighbor, (Jack-
son) a very similar county, spends 24.06%. North
Carolina law establishes that the county is re-
sponsible for the school facilities. Our children
deserve schools that meet 21st Century needs
and not that of the 1950s. The question is how
do we pay for them? We can establish a tax dis-
trict for the schools just like the fire districts we
have. By doing this, we can see where every dol-
lar is budgeted and spent. No longer will school
dollars be misinterpreted going to different pro-
grams or lost in the general budget. 

Yes, I  support the sales tax increase of ¼ cent.
Many travel to Clayton or Asheville to shop and
pay a higher tax there to support their needs so
why would we not want our services to our citi-
zens to receive the same type of funds?” 

Reitmeier: “I know the county’s role in fund-
ing public education is primarily ‘brick and mor-
tar.’  The state is responsible for pay/salary.  The
county should fund adequately, based on needs
and be prudent economically as those needs are
being taken care of. I do support the tax referen-
dum being on the ballot. Our citizens should
have their voices heard as to whether or not the
tax increase should be put in place.”

Jones: “How I stand on public education in
Macon County, we need to expand the schools
to downsized classrooms to make learning more
attainable,” said Jones. “Our school buildings
need to be updated for better operation and main-
tenance for the safety of our children and faculty.
I do not support the sales tax referendum.”
Macon County has completed a large space

needs analysis project to address infrastructure
needs. What are your thoughts on the current
direction the county is taking to address these
issues?

See CANDIDATES page 8
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US Appellate Court denies deputy’s qualified
immunity claim in shooting of Scott Knibbs 

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

On March 30, 2022, a 2-1 majority of the United States
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit denied former Macon
County Sheriff’s Deputy Anthony Momphard’s qualified im-
munity claim, stating, “ … Knibbs was only exercising his
constitutional right to protect himself and his family by com-
ing to the door with a loaded gun” and that there was no ob-
jective way for Knibbs to know who was actually on his front
porch.”
The case, which is a result of the 2018 officer-involved

shooting that claimed the life of Macon County resident Scott
Knibbs was dismissed by U.S. District Judge Max O. Cog-
burn Jr. on Nov. 5, 2020, who granted the defendants’ motion
for summary judgement per the standard of review by stating
“Summary judgment shall be granted ‘if the movant shows
that there is no genuine dispute as to any material fact and the
movant is entitled to judgment as a matter of law.’”
The lawsuit was filed by Haywood County based attorney

Mark Melrose on behalf Melissa Knibbs, wife of Michael
Scott Knibbs. While portions of Judge Cogburn’s decision
were upheld, parts of the judgement —specifically Mom-
phard’s qualified immunity claim, were rejected. 
Qualified immunity is a type of legal immunity. “Qualified

immunity balances two important interests — the need to hold
public officials ac-
countable when
they exercise
power irresponsi-
bly and the need to
shield officials
from harassment,
distraction, and li-
ability when they
perform their du-
ties reasonably.”
As first reported by Cory Vaillancourt with The Smoky

Mountain News, U.S. Appellate Court Judge Agee wrote the
opinion, in which Judge Rushing joined. 
“In the course of responding to a dispute between neigh-

bors just after midnight on April 30, 2018, Deputy Sheriff An-
thony Momphard, Jr., of the Macon County, North Carolina,
Sheriff’s Office fatally shot Michael Knibbs while Knibbs
was standing inside his home holding a loaded shotgun.
Knibbs’ widow, Melissa Knibbs, as personal representative
of his Estate (“the Estate”), subsequently brought this action,
asserting that Deputy Momphard used excessive force in vi-
olation of Knibbs’ Fourth Amendment rights, along with var-
ious related state law claims. The district court held that
Deputy Momphard was entitled to qualified immunity from
the Estate’s 42 U.S.C. § 1983 claim and that the Estate’s state
law claims against Deputy Momphard, Macon County Sher-
iff Robert Holland, and the insurance companies that issued
the Sheriff’s Office a liability insurance policy and a surety
bond (collectively, “Defendants”) necessarily failed. For the
reasons set forth below, we affirm the district court’s judg-
ment in part, vacate it in part, and remand for further pro-
ceedings.”
According to the opinion written by Judge Agee, the qual-

ified immunity claim was rejected due to conflicting expert
testimony. While the report of forensic pathology expert Dr.
Jonathan Arden, M.D.,  proffered that it is more likely that
Knibbs “was holding his shotgun left-handed with his right
hand and arm across his chest in a safe stance with the barrel
pointed upward, and the muzzle of the shotgun was not aimed
at [Deputy] Momphard…” the defendant offered the opinion
of crime-scene reconstruction expert Rod Englert, who opined
that the forensic evidence is more consistent with Knibbs hav-
ing pointed his shotgun at Deputy Momphard. He posited that

the stippling that the medical examiner and Dr. Arden claimed
to have observed on Knibbs’ right arm was not stippling at
all; it was blood spatter. In his opinion, that pattern of blood
spatter matched the pattern on Knibbs’ gun, which was “con-
sistent with [Knibbs’] shotgun being in a raised horizontal po-
sition, below the upper chest wound, allowing the back-spatter
to spray the right side of the shotgun” and the edge of his right
forearm aligned with his thumb.”
“Viewing this case in the light most favorable to the Estate,

there is sufficient evidence for a reasonable jury to find that
Knibbs never pointed his weapon at Deputy Momphard or
made any furtive movements, thereby rendering unjustified
the deadly force used against Knibbs. The district court there-
fore erred in finding that there were no genuine issues of dis-
puted material fact, and ultimately erred in finding that
Deputy Momphard’s use of force was reasonable as a matter
of law at this stage in the proceedings,” reads the court ruling. 
Judge Paul V. Niemeyer wrote a dissenting opinion and

stated that he supported the qualified immunity claim because
of evidence that showed Knibbs knew the officer was there
and heard the officer’s announcement identifying himself. 
“The record in this case contains, to be sure, a few disputed

facts, but none of them is material to the legal determination
of whether the law enforcement officer violated the deceased
person’s legal rights or whether the officer is entitled to qual-

ified immunity. The
record shows the fol-
lowing,” wrote Judge
Niemeyer.
“The officer, rea-

sonably believing he
was about to be shot
through the door,
seeks safety from
that position and, in
doing so, sees

[Knibbs] holding the gun,” Niemeyer wrote. “Not waiting to
be shot, the officer fires his service pistol. Despite these facts,
the majority rules that the officer is not entitled to qualified
immunity because a jury could find that the officer shot
Knibbs while he was only ‘possess[ing] a firearm in his own
home in a non-threatening manner while investigating a noc-
turnal disturbance on his premises.’ This makes no sense to
me.”
Due to the March 30 ruling by the Appellate Court, the

Macon County Sheriff’s Office will retain its governmental
immunity from suit, but now the civil rights and wrongful
death claims against Momphard can proceed, which means
the claims against MCSO’s surety bond against Momphard
and Macon County Sheriff Robert Holland, up to $25,000,
can also move forward to trial. 
A trial date will be determined at a later date, however it is

possible for the case to be moved to the United States
Supreme Court entirely, depending on if the defense petitions
the case to the Supreme Court. 
In his dissent of the ruling, Judge Niemeyer wrote that the

Supreme Court has been clear in past rulings involving qual-
ified immunity. 
“Over the years, the Supreme Court has repeatedly ad-

monished courts of appeals to recognize police officers’ im-
munity. And only recently, perhaps in some exasperation, it
again reminded courts of appeals of this fact. In City of Tahle-
quah, the Court reiterated that ‘qualified immunity protects
all but the plainly incompetent or those who knowingly vio-
late the law’ and noted that it has ‘repeatedly told courts not
to define clearly established law at too high a level of gener-
ality.’ It is not enough that a rule be suggested by then-exist-
ing precedent; the rule’s contours must be so well defined that
it is clear to a reasonable officer that his conduct was unlaw-
ful in the situation he confronted.”

Due to the March 30 ruling ... the civil rights and
wrongful death claims against Momphard can proceed,
which means the claims against MCSO’s surety bond
against Momphard and Macon County Sheriff Robert
Holland, up to $25,000, can also move forward to trial.
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145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

72 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

828.524.2956

thekitchensinkinc.com

Gi� Mom  the 
�ry b est  this 

Mother’s  Day!
Vitamix Explorian 
Mother’s Day Sale

$60OFF

$50
OFF

Legacy & Ascent 
Series 

Vitamix Blenders

24 E. MAIN ST.
FRANKLIN, NC 
828.369.7300

BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

Hand
Loomed
Knits

828-634-0040 
9944 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

HHOOMMEE DDÉÉCCOORR •• AARRTTWWOORRKK •• GGIIFFTTSS 
Doodlebugs

Find Your Happy Place!

NNAAKKEEDD BBEEEE iiss oonnllyy oonnee ooff tthhee mmaannyy ggiiffttss MMoomm wwoouulldd lloovveettoo hhaavvee ffrroomm DDooooddlleebbuuggss...... JJeewweellrryy,, PPootttteerryy,, LLiinneennss,, EEttcc..

RRee--IImmaaggiinneedd
VViinnttaaggee FFiinnddss 

&& EEtthhnniicc
TTrreeaassuurreess

268 Palmer Street • Franklin, NC (REAR)

(828)349-2900

WWiinntteerr BBrreeaakk iiss OOvveerr,, WWee’’rree BBaacckk!!

Hours:   Mon.-Thur. 11-4 • Fri. & Sat. 10-4
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278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

GIFTS • HOME DECOR 
ACCESSORIES

37 E Main Street 
Franklin, NC 
828.369.1612

RReemmeemmbbeerr MMoomm
tthhiiss MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy

STATE LINE SPIRITS
706-746-2005 • 8340 Hwy. 441 N, Dillard, GA 30537

SUNDAY, MAY 8

Shop Local for
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HOURS OF OPERATION Monday – Saturday  11:00 am – 9:00 pm

For Reservations or Takeout, contact us at (828)369-2690
graciousplatesonmain@gmail.com

www.graciousplatesonmain.com
10% discount for Veterans and First Responders everyday.

G R A N D  O P E N I N G
Come experience our incredible Farm to Fork 

menu and amazing service. We proudly source many of 
our ingredients from local farmers.

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS DURING APRIL
AApprriill 2288--2299

10% OFF our Desserts, with this ad

FOOD & FRIENDSHIP
46 EAST MAIN STREET • FRANKLIN, NC

Shields: “The county has completed a large ‘Space Needs Analy-
sis’ and we need to review this analysis often to measure immedi-
ate needs and need changes that occur with time,” said Shields.
“Needs seem to change often and the ‘new needs’ will replace pre-
vious ‘needs’ and the ‘Capital Improvement Plan’ and ‘Space
Needs Analysis Plan’ should be reviewed often for a summariza-
tion of changes needed.  I, as a commissioner, should review both
products and assess and bring thoughts or questions to the county
manager or board for additional input.”

Antoine: “It seems like the analysis was done, but there hasn’t
been much forward motion on it. Getting refocused on the results
acquired from the analysis can get us moving in the right direction
for the county.”

Lightner: “A $300,000 study was completed in 2019 and has
seen little movement on it. Until we commit to keeping our pres-
ent buildings in good repair, we need to be frugal on building new
ones. We also need to involve the public in the plans on new build-
ings.” 

Reitmeier: “The large space needs analysis identified all the
county buildings and their inner workings that needed attention,
repairs, improvements or potentially to be replaced. I think this
analysis/report is a great working tool.  It should help the decision-
making process as far as what the priorities are in the future.  I
know there have already been some improvements made, such as
LED lighting, which will help save some money.”

Jones: “The direction the county is taking to address the large
space needs analysis needs to have additional planning in our fast
pace growing county,” said Jones.“The county currently has un-
finished projects that need to be completed. Otherwise, they need
to be done away with so held up funding could be used for other
projects.”

Any other issues or information you would like to include for the
voters?

Shields: “I am proud to work with each commissioner or discuss
concerns with the total board.  As a commissioner, one has to ‘agree
to disagree’ in a respectful manner,” said Shields. 

Antoine: “I want to encourage all of our citizens that although the
many grievances you have shared with me are very critical and valid
concerns, you have the opportunity to elect officials that will respond
to your voices. There needs to be better maintenance on existing proj-
ects and infrastructure where we have put substantial investments. I
believe we can do a better job with activities for the elderly of Macon
County. I would like to see our active voter numbers hit an all-time
high in this election, which is why I’m calling out to the younger
generation, the age group of 18-55 to be more exact. I am calling on
you for your participation in helping to bring about the right changes
for our county.”

Lightner: “We need public input from the beginning, not after hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars are  spent and decisions are already in
the process of being approved. Citizens’ input before monetary out-
put are vital because visions lead to plans that become reality.” 

Reitmeier: “These are some of the things that are important
items/issues in our county that I believe we need to concentrate on.
It is not a comprehensive list, but some main points/ideas…

• Education/invest in our youth
• Emergency services (all departments…fire, sheriff, police, EMS)
• Economic growth
• Veterans services
• Senior citizens services
• Keeping taxes low
• Broadband internet access
I am always willing to listen and discuss any ideas, thoughts, con-

cerns, questions, etc. from any of our citizens.  We have to take care
of all of our citizens.  We have to be transparent, listen, and be true
voices as their representatives.  We are there for them!”

Compiled by Brittney Lofthouse

CANDIDATES
Continued from page 3

Bob and Elizabeth Waldroop Cabe of Upper Cartoogechaye re-
cently celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary with their fam-
ily. They were married on April 16, 1957, at the South Macon
Methodist parsonage by Rev. Robert Poindexter. The couple
has two children, Marie Johnson (Tommy) or Rockwell, N.C.,
and Marty Cabe (Karlene) of Cartoogechaye; six grandchildren
and seven great grandchildren. Before they settled in Car-
toogechaye, Bob served 20 years in the U.S. Navy, retiring as a
Senior Chief Cryptological Technician. Some of his duty sta-
tions were Alaska, England, Philippines, Hawaii, Ft. Meade, Md.,
at the National Security Agency and Washington, D.C. at the
Naval Security Station. During the Vietnam War, he served in
the Gulf of Tonkin aboard the flagship of the Seventh Fleet. The
ship’s homeport was Yokosuka, Japan and during that period
of time the family lived in Yokohoma.

Couple celebrates 65 years 
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Sponsored by: The Wayne Proffitt Scholarship Fund, Inc. Macon County Fair Board

With your support we have been able to give out over $34,000 to students who represent
the integrity, leadership and commitment that Mr. Proffitt gave to this community.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
4:00 – 6:00PM
Wayne Proffitt 

Agriculture Center
441 South • Franklin, NC

MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP

FUND

To�Go�Plate�
BBQ�Supper

$10
Per Plate

All Proceeds go back into the scholarship fund.

$10
Per Plate

To�Go�Plate�
BBQ�Supper
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Letters to the EditorWhat’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

Last week I attended the
Newly Elected Officials Semi-
nar in Asheville. The event was
sponsored by the University of
North Carolina School of Gov-
ernment and the North Carolina
League of Municipalities.
While I was recently elected to
a third term, I like to attend
these events to learn about new
issues and brush up on old ones.

The professors covered a
number of important topics such as town government
structures, North Carolina statutes regulating municipali-
ties and budget planning. I learned a lot, such as reserve
fund levels that other towns maintain.  I was prepared in
discussions to tout that Highlands maintains very high re-
serves.   But, I discovered several other   nearby towns
maintain budget reserve percentages equal to or even
higher than we do in Highlands. I kept silent. The instruc-
tor emphasized that the tendency in North Carolina is for
small towns to maintain higher reserve fund percentages
than do larger cities.

At the end of the workshop Professor Carl Stenberg led
a presentation called “Public Choices, Public Values.” The
presentation and group response focused on values that
town councils have to address when making decisions
about public policy. Professor Stenberg shared the Public
Values Compass Model that has been created by the NC
School of Government. He pointed out that public issues
reflect four major public values. These public values were
illustrated as if they are opposite points on a compass nee-
dle, for example, north versus south, east versus west.

The values on the opposite compass points are: Liberty
versus equality in one direction and prosperity versus com-
munity in the other direction.  When elected officials make
public policy decisions these polar values can cause ten-
sions in the decision making process.  For instance, liberty
is a overall value encompassing associations of freedom,
choice, opportunity autonomy, personal responsibility and
self sufficiency. Those treasured values can come into con-
flict with the values of equality and related associations
such as fairness, justice, tolerance, equal rights, diversity,
equity and a level playing field.  The challenge for elected
officials, and for that matter a community, is to find the
right balance in making policy between these two points
on the public values compass.

Another set of values at opposite points on this compass
model is prosperity versus community. Related values of

Patrick Taylor

Email letters to the editor to
maconcountynews@gmail.com

Continued on page 11

The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
any advertisement or supplement beyond the actual cost of the ad-
vertisement or supplement. In no event shall publisher be liable for
any consequential damages or any damages in excess of the cost of
the advertisement or supplements. The Macon County News and
Shopping Guide reserves the right not to accept an advertiser’s order.
Only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance
of the advertiser’s order. No brokering of advertising space or sup-
plements will be accepted without prior approval of publisher. Third
Class Mailing Privileges Authorized at Franklin, N.C. 28734

Emily Hughes
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Vickie Carpenter, Classifieds/Photographer

Jay Baird
Advertising Representative

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances.”

26 West Main Street, Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767 • FAX: 369-2700
www.themaconcountynews.com 

Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com
Deadline for display advertising is Friday at 
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Contributing Writer 

Diane Peltz
Contributing Writer 

Brittney Lofthouse
Contributing Writer 

Shana Bilbrey
Graphic Designer

Betsey Gooder
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The Macon County News letters page is a
public forum open to a wide variety of opinions
as a right guaranteed in the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution. Letters are neither ac-
cepted nor rejected based on content. Letters
must be signed and contact information pro-
vided. Views expressed are not necessarily re-
flective of the opinions of publisher, editor or
staff. Writers are asked to refrain from personal
attacks against individuals or businesses.

Compare presidential Easter messages
Former President Trump’s Easter message:
“Happy Easter to all including the Radical Left Maniacs

who are doing everything possible to destroy our Country.
May they not succeed, but let them, nevertheless, be happy,
healthy, wealthy, and well!” 

President Biden’s Easter message:
“Jill and I join fellow Christians around the world in cel-

ebrating Easter Sunday — a day of joy and hope, of renewal
and rebirth.

Once again, Holy Week has taken us on a journey from
sorrow to salvation. As we reflect today on Christ’s Resur-
rection, we are reminded that with faith, hope, and love —
even death can be defeated.

And, as we emerge from this pandemic, we are grateful
that so many are able to celebrate this day of joy and renewal
with services and family gatherings in person and together
again. But we know this Holy Day falls on heavy hearts for
those who have lost loved ones and those among us living in
the dark shadow of war, persecution, and poverty.

On this day and each day, we pray for them, and for peace,
freedom, and the basic dignity and respect for all of God’s
children. As we look ahead with His blessing, may we share
a common hope for the future, reaffirm love and compas-
sion for one another, and cherish the blessing of the dawn of
new possibilities.

From our family to yours, we wish you hope, health, joy,
and the peace of God, which passes all understanding.

Happy Easter and may God bless and keep you. “
Trump does not even mention Christ or the Resurrection.

I wonder if he even knows why we celebrate Easter.  

John Barry – Franklin, N.C.

Candidates need to understand impact of government
An election for Macon County Commissioners is coming

up soon, and we need some changes.
Experience counts, but the experience that counts for one

position may not be suitable experience for a different posi-
tion.

A commissioner may be a person of as fine a character as
you are ever likely to know.  The person may be someone
that is highly regarded by many people for personal life, in-
tegrity, character, and intelligence. But, if that commissioner
has never had the necessity in life of creating wealth, that
commissioner does not belong on the county commission. If
the commissioner has been a life-long wage or salary man,
if the commissioner has never created a dollar, then the com-
missioner does not know how the actions of government im-
pact the people and businesses who do create our wealth.
Not knowing that, the commissioner cannot govern to the

best benefit of the county.  Experience counts.
A commissioner may be a person who does have the ex-

perience of creating wealth, but even so, makes tax transfers
to and makes regulations favorable to one or another special
interest.  That commissioner, in my opinion, is flawed.  He
knows right from wrong, but he does wrong.  Perhaps the
commissioner is merely unable to say “no.”  Whatever the
flaw, that commissioner is not governing to the best benefit
of the county.

The county is best served by commissioners who both pos-
sess strength of character and know how the actions of gov-
ernment affect the man who is trying to create a living for his
family and a surplus so he can pay his taxes.

George Crockett – Franklin, N.C.

Customer service lacking at local post office
I mailed out four Easter cards from my community out-

going mailbox one and a half weeks before Easter. Appar-
ently, they were not received by the three out of four people
that I contacted to see if they got their card. I called the
Franklin Post Office and was told that I had to contact an
online website. I did not see a click-on site for my inquiry so
I called a toll-free number. I then received a text to send my
information to a site which would contact me in two to three
days so I could make my complaint. I'm wondering if that
would actually solve my issue. Why all the delay and need
to do all these steps with a questionable outcome? Why all
the stonewalling? Why can't the local post office handle a
local postal question? It's a simple matter for what seems to
me to be a local postal pick-up or drop-off issue.  

Christine Matthews – Franklin, N.C.
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BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal

Excavating • Backhoe

Land Clearing • Grading & Road Repair 

Rock & Gravel Hauling

Sewer & Water

Retaining Walls • Sealcoating & Striping

PPrrootteeccttYYoouurr PPaavviinngg
IInnvveessttmmeenntt wwiitthh
SSeeaall CCooaattiinngg NNooww!! Rental Equipment

Shots for all Dogs and Cats are $10
CASH ONLY PLEASE

For More Information, Call 828-349-2106

SSaattuurrddaayy,, AApprriill 3300
99--1111AA MM aatt IIoottllaa EElleemmeennttaarryy

State law requires all dogs, cats and ferrets over the age of 4 months
to be vaccinated! Please keep pets in vehicles or on a leash.

RABIES VACCINATION CLINIC
M a c o n  C o u n t y
Public Health

TAYLOR From previous page

community are safety, belonging, family, neighborhoods,
tradition, security and quality of life.  These community
values are sometimes contrasted with prosperity which re-
lates to growth, efficiency, productivity, profit, competi-
tion, privatization, return on investment, and also quality
of life.

As Professor Stenberg emphasized, solving public
problems requires solutions that consider these compet-
ing values. That point made me think about current issues
in Highlands, especially short term rentals.  I have listened
to many residents about STRs.  So many of our friends
and neighbors hold different values identified on the com-
pass model that shape their position. Some think the prime
issue is liberty and property rights. Others embrace the
position of community, fairness. Others want equity and
a level playing field, but how that translates into policy
may vary among individuals and groups. Switching to the
other compass points, some residents embrace commu-
nity, neighborhoods, quality of life while others support
growth, productivity and return on their investment.   

The challenge for the board, our elected officials, will
be to strike a balance that will ensure the longterm viabil-
ity for Highlands. Like so many other communities, the
town will have to set a direction very soon. Making no
decision is not an option.
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Read the entire paper online for free at
TheMaconCountyNewsonline.com

Click on the interactive ads to learn 
about our advertisers.

You Might Be a Democrat if ...
You Might Be a Democrat if......
You hate Trump because you have been told he is mean,

yet you are fine with grossly incompetent and obviously cor-
rupted Biden.

You support murdering innocent babies in the womb call-
ing it "choice," yet want to force ineffective and dangerous
COVID vaccines on others without their choice.

You are worried about so-called misinformation while at
the same time cheering gender confusion and psychologi-
cal child abuse at schools even though there are clearly only
two genders, male and female.

You rabidly say we should follow the science yet do not
accept universal medical facts and real science when ortho-
dox medicine doesn't fit your collectivist mentality; there-
fore you are controlled by fear and propaganda. 

You think that extended early voting, better access, and
absolute transparency and accountability are an attack on
voting rights while you superficially give lip service to pro-
tecting democracy. 

Furthermore, you might be a Democrat if you are brain-
washed and thus want to censor and cancel opposing views
(just as the Nazis did) because you do not want to debate the
facts; instead calling anything that you don't like "hate
speech."

You support Ukrainians defending themselves with ma-
chine guns yet want to take away guns from law abiding
American citizens.

You claim we need to talk about race relations more but
only if you can silence the truth of historical facts and ignore
reality while stomping on white people's individual rights
and cultural identity.

You idiotically believe a group of unarmed protesters
should be denied free speech on Jan. 6 and be unconstitu-
tionally detained without due process, yet gleefully sup-
ported violent riots, looting, and murder in the summer of
2020.

You cannot answer the basic questions that remain unan-
swered about the stolen 2020 election while you regurgitate
Marxist talking points as a distraction that never addresses
any of the real issues.

You want to cram homosexual and queer ideology down
everyone's throats yet refuse to tolerate differing opinions
and label anyone who disagrees with you with buzz words of
white supremacist, homophobe, or racist.  

You believe citizens should have their rights taken away
(just as the Nazis did) and be forced to show vaccine cards
to do business while claiming that showing an ID to vote is
somehow racist.  Is it racist to show an ID to pick up your
football game tickets too?  

You wrongly thought Hunter's laptop was fake news in
2020 even though it was completely legitimate, and now,
continue to believe a proven pathological liar such as Fauci
and countless other leftist lunatics hellbent on destroying
truth.  

Finally, you might be a Democrat if you virtue signal by
wearing masks (or worse, actually believe masks prevent the
spread of viruses which the CDC has even admitted they do

not).  You are totally fine with today's manufactured crisis
that has been designed to destroy your freedoms and condi-
tion your mind for future government over reach and false
flags.

You want to keep the Southern border open to illegals and
rob the working class through taxes in the self-righteous
name of tolerance and diversity yet do not want homeless
people camping in your yard.  

You think the status quo from Washington DC monkeys is
acceptable because their self-serving agendas and our loss
of freedom through unconstitutional legislation contributes
to a sanctimonious "more perfect union."

In other words, you might be a group think socialist un-
wittingly destroying America if you practice any of this
hypocrisy by blindly believing the media/government end-
less lies and refusing to change your mind after you have
been shown real truth.   

Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C.

LETTERS Continued from page 10
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Senior Games, a Spring tradition, resumes in Macon County
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

Senior games in Macon County kicked off this month
with a luncheon ceremony. Locally, senior games began
32 years ago. The qualifying games, open to anyone 50
years of age or older, involve several weeks each spring
of such activities as badminton, shuffleboard, cornhole,
table tennis, bocce, croquet, pickle ball and more. This
year, more than 100 people have signed up to participate.
Some activities take place at the Robert C. Carpenter
Community Building on Georgia Road in Franklin, while
others are at Parker Meadows Complex on Patton Road.

On a state level, North Carolina Senior Games (NCSG)
began in 1983 with a vision to create a year-round health
promotion and wellness education opportunity for mid-
dle-aged to older adults.  The Senior Games’ mission, ac-
cording to NCSG, is truly grassroots in North Carolina.

Karen Townsend, who has been involved in the Macon
County Senior Games for many years with her husband,
Mike, said, “For senior citizens, this is a program to keep
body, mind, and spirit fit … and to have fun, fellowship,
and enjoy good food.” 

Whoever “qualifies” during the spring games is able to
advance to Raleigh to participate in state Senior Games’
competitions. 

Senior Games on a national level this year are in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., May 10-23.

For more information about current and future Macon
County Senior Games, email Cody Brooks with the
Macon County Parks & Recreation at cbrooks@ma-
connc.org.

Karen Symonds passes the torch to the other Ambassadors.

Commissioner Gary Shields spoke at the
opening ceremonies.

A group of line dancers performed for those assembled for
the opening ceremonies of the 2022 Senior Games.

Fred and Eva Haller were presented gifts in appreciation for their dedication to the Macon County
Senior Games for more than 30 years.

Following the ceremonies, the seniors were treated to lunch.

Kim Crawford with the Macon County Senior Center;
and Cody Brooks, Senior Games Coordinator

Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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NOW IN OUR 35TH YEAR!  - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDRENS CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Mon.– Fri. 10AM–6PM • Sat. 10AM–3PM

107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Open: Mon – Sat 10am – 5pm, Sun 11am – 5pm
10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

ONE MONTH
UNLIMITED
$49.95*

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

HYDRO 
MASSAGE 
IS HERE!

PACKAGES AVAILABLE*10 minute visits.
Must Present Coupon.

22002222 RRaabbuunn CCoouunnttyy AAdduulltt
SSooffttbbaallll LLeeaagguuee

When: June 6th - July
(weather permitting)

Time: Mon and Thur
(6:15/7:30)

Cost: $100/team (9+)

Co-Ed: Optional
(16yrs)

Contact: Jamey Ledford (706-499-5038)
Adam Dixon (706-782-4600)

CCoommee aanndd MMeeeett TThheemm TTooddaayy!!

EEaasstteerr BBuunnnniieess AArree
SSttiillll HHeerree!!!!

MMaaccoonn CCoouunnttyy AAnniimmaall SSeerrvviicceess
11337777 LLaakkeessiiddee DDrr,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344

882288--334499--22110066

CCaallll FFoorr AAnn AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt

The Streets of Franklin Heritage Association sponsored an
Easter Basket with more than $1,000 in downtown goods and
services, donated by Franklin Merchants. Bere Hernandez, pic-
tured, was the winner. For merchant updates and downtown
Franklin happenings, including sales, giveaways
and events, follow the Facebook page at Streets
of Franklin Heritage Association. If you'd like to
sign up to become a vendor for any of our events,
email thestreetsoffranklinnc@gmail.com.

Easter Bunny visits
downtown Franklin 

Photos by Brooke Reale



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE14 THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022VOLUME 39    NUMBER 48

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

VisitTheMaconCountyNewsWebsite
TheMaconCountyNews.com

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests April 8 - 17. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

April 11
David George Collins, was charged with assault on a fe-

male and unauthorized use of motor vehicle. Costin Jiglau
made the arrest. 
Timothy Michael Carson, was charged with felony pos-

session of schedule I controlled substance. Costin Jiglau
made the arrest. 
Dustin Lynn Busby, was charged with possession of a

firearm by a convicted felon. Deputy Cody Tiger made the
arrest. 
Kayla Nicole Woods, was charged with misdemeanor lar-

ceny. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 
Robert Gary Dye, was charged with failure to appear for

driving while intoxicated. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

April 12
David Collins, was charged with child support enforce-

ment contempt. Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest.

April 17
Timothy Ray Hill, was charged with assault on a female,

assault by pointing a gun and possession of a firearm by a
convicted felon. Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest. 
Matt D. Laws, was charged with communicating threats.

Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

April 7
Sean C. Mason was issued an order for arrest for domes-

tic violence protective order violation. J.A. Riles made the
arrest. 

April 8
Jamie Patrick Oneal, was charged with possession with

intent to sell/deliver methamphetamine, possession with in-
tent to sell/deliver fentanyl and possession of drug para-
phernalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 
Michala Cheyenne Taylor, was charged with possession

with intent to sell/deliver methamphetamine, possession
with intent to sell/deliver fentanyl and possession of drug
paraphernalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 
Nathan Daniel Green, was charged with felony flee to

elude, careless and reckless driving, speeding (130 MPH in
55 MPH zone), speeding (70 MPH in 45 MPH zone), speed-
ing (60 MPH in 45 MPH zone), failure to stop at steady red
light, hit and run, driving while license revoked, improper
passing and resist/ obstruct/delay.  R.S. Dula made the ar-
rest. 

April 10
Joshua Ray Carver, was charged with driving while im-

paired. G.D. Hovis made the arrest. 

April 14
Kristy Danielle Cabe, was charged with probation viola-

tion. A.R. Holland made the arrest. 

Tyler Johnathan Thurman, was issued an order for arrest
for probation violation. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

April 8
Shira Lynn Littlejohn, 32, of North Country Club Dr., Cul-

lowhee, was charged with failure to appear for driving while
license revoked not impaired revocation. A secured bond of
$250 was set. 
Jimmy Wayne Edwards, 62, of Begonia Lane, was

charged with assault on a female. A secured bond of $2,000
was set. 

April 9
Alexander Martinez Garcia, 26, of Bertha Saunoke Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with obtaining property by false pre-
tense. An unsecured bond of $7,500 was set. 

April 11
Crystal Lee Queen, 44, of Indian Mound Rd., Cullowhee,

was charged with simple assault. A bond of $1 was set. 
Samantha Katurah Phillips, 41, of Wahalla Rd., High-

lands, was charged with extradition fugitive from other state.
A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 

April 12
Christopher Todd Jones, 35, of Cloudy Valley Rd., was

charged with possession of stolen goods and felony proba-
tion violation. A secured bond of $85,000 was set. 
Thomas Paul Trantham, 27, of Touchstone Way, was

charged with child support purge and theft of a motor vehi-
cle. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.
Whitney Allison Downs, 29, of Huntington Ridge, Whit-

tier, was charged with child support purge arrest order. A
$392.87 bond was set.  
Christina Marie Jenkins, 41, of Laurel Knob Rd., Cashiers,

was charged with larceny by an employee and obtain prop-
erty by false pretenses. No bond was set. 

April 13
William Kenneth Drasdo, 42, of Sylva, was charged with

breaking and entering. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

April 14
Michael David Touger, 38, of Cheerful Cove, Cullowhee,

was charged with possession of marijuana paraphernalia,
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of a schedule
VI controlled substance, possession of a schedule III con-
trolled substance, possession of a schedule VI controlled
substance and possession of a schedule I controlled sub-
stance. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 

April 15
Derrick Lane Bryson, 40, of Sutton Branch Rd., was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $10,000 was
set. 

April 16
Tyrese Dalton Slaven, 20, of Ped Rd., Winfield, Tenn, was

charged with communicating threats. No bond was set. 
Peyton Noelle Wood, 22, of Helm Dr., Cullowhee, was

charged with simple assault. An unsecured bond of $500 was
set. 

April 17
Kimberly Ann Santy, 41, of Newport Dr., was charged

with misdemeanor larceny. A secured bond of $500 was set. 
Ray Charles McCall, 34, of Old Mill Rd., Tuckasegee,

was charged with assault on a government official, resist/ob-
struct/delay and simple assault. A secured bond of $1,000
was set. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Manna Food Bank is now at Bethel United Methodist Church. To re-
serve a food box, call (828)634-1116 and leave a message with the fol-
lowing information: your first name and last initial; phone number to
confirm pick-up time; number of people in your family; if there are aller-
gies in the family; and any specialty items you might need, like diapers,
etc. Pick up is at Bethel UMC, 81 Bethel Church Road, off Highlands
Road.

Franklin High School Percussion Camp and Auditions will be held
on Thursday, April 21, 4:30 to 6:30; Tuesday, April 26, 4:30 to 6:30; and
Thursday, April 28, 4:30 to 6:30. Open to all rising 9th to 12th graders at
FHS and MEC. For more information, contact Daniel Ball at
daniel.ball@macon.k12.nc.us or  call (919)428-1104. 

Prentiss Church Food Pantry will be held on Thursday, April 21, 2 to
5:30 p.m. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane. For more infor-
mation, call (828)369-3885.

Vaya Health Class - I’m All Covered Up: What You Need to Know
About Hoarding will be held on Thursday, April 21,1:30 p.m. in the
Macon County Public Library Meeting Room. “I’m covered up” is not just
about the physical retention of things. More importantly, it’s about emo-
tional components that won’t allow release. This presentation examines
causes, symptoms, and adaptive treatment and care methods for those
dealing with hoarding behavior. A focus is placed on the aged population.
Register for this in-person VAYA Health class at https://www.vaya-
health.com/calendar/ or call the library (828)524-3600. 

American Legion 108 Spring Fling Dance with DJ Donwill be held on
Friday, April 22, 7 to 10 p.m., at 614 West Main St.  

The Coalition to stop Cruelty to all Domestic Animals will hold its
second meeting Friday, April 22, at 6 p.m., at 189 Highlands Rd.,
Franklin.  The coalition seeks committed individuals who witness neglect
and/or abuse of an animal and want to help, take pictures, if possible, of
the animal and email along with any questions to:  ainc@dnet.net.
Names can be kept anonymous, if preferred.

Valley River Arts Guild will be offering a Mosaic Art for Children, on
Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., a Fearless Watercolors for Adult Be-
ginners, on Saturday, April 30, 1 to 4 p.m.  at Murphy Art Center. Classes
are open to the public. For more information, call (828)360-3038. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Members of the Otto Community De-
velopment Organization invite volunteers to help a neighbor clean up
her property on the Georgia Rd., Hwy 441. Saturday, April 23, at 8 a.m.
Gather at Tyler’s Motel in Otto, and bring gloves, rakes, brooms, garden
tools, buckets. Spend the morning working with others to improve Otto.
Donations are accepted to offset the cost of two dumpsters. For more in-
formation, call John Shearl (828)342-6289.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike on Saturday, April 23 to Whitewater
River Gorge to Bad Creek Project. Hike point to point through many
spring wildflowers. We will be scrambling over roots and rocks, crossing
a bridge with a waterfall on the other side along the Whitewater River.
Meet at Cashiers Recreation Park at 10 a.m. For more information, call
leader Susan Kettles at (828)743-1079 or cell (828)399-0090.

The Friends of the Greenway  Spring Spruce-Upwill be held on Sun-
day,  April 24, from  1 to 4 p.m.  The group will wash the picnic tables,
clean the signs, and pick-up trash with assistance from the Franklin High

School Track team.  The Greenway and our community will be the recip-
ient of their service project effort.  In addition, Tony Ward, Western Re-
gional Program Coordinator for MountainTrue will lead an adult group to
work on eradicating invasive plants including privet in a designated sec-
tion of the trail.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike on Sunday, April 24, to Hamilton Gar-
dens at the Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds See beautiful azaleas and
rhododendrons.  For more information and reservations, call  leader Gail
Lehman at (828)524-5298.  

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church Food Pantry will be held on
Wednesday, April 27, from 4 to 6 p.m. The church is located at 86 E. Hick-
ory Knoll Rd. For more information, call  the church at (828)369-9300 or
Jannie at (813)305-9433.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, April  27, 2 p.m.,
at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the church from the
parking lot, come through the double red doors in the courtyard and fol-
low the signs. For more information, call (828)524-3119.

The Town of Franklin Water/Sewer Division will have temporary road
closures through Friday, April 29, on West Palmer Street in front of the
Franklin Fire Department and on Maple Street, and the intersection of
Commerce Street and West Palmer  to improve an existing sewer line.
Signage will be in place for the closure area and detours.  For more info,
call Public Works Department at (828)524-2516 x397.

Women’s History Trail Ice Cream Social will be held on Sunday, May
1, 2 to 4:30 p.m., at the Tassee Shelter on the Franklin Greenway. Vol-
unteers and supporters are invited and folks who are interested are wel-
come.Updates on the Trail and the sculpture project, “Sowing the Seeds
of the Future.” RSVP Mary Polanski at (828)349-0201 or email mary-
polanski@gmail.com.

North Shore Cemetery Association, is hosting a decoration at Woody
and Hoyle Cemeteries on Sunday, May 1.  Decorations are held rain or
shine. Drive to the Cable Cove Parking Area off NC Hwy 28 near Fontana
Village and catch the boat shuttle at 7:30 a.m. or  catch the boat at Wilder-
ness Marina (Flat Branch) at 9:30 a.m.  Another option is hiking in via the
Lakeshore Trail from the Lakeview Drive Trailhead 2 ½ miles generally
taking a little over an hour.  For a more detailed description, the latest in-
formation, or cancellations, check  www.facebook.com/NorthShore-
CemeteryDecorations  

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested in
the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held Tuesdays, 5:30 p.m. at  No
Wrong Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday, 1 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.;  Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  and Thursday, 12
noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.;  Wednesday, 7
p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. On-line meet-
ing information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. To speak with
a member of A.A., call (828)349-4357.

First Alliance Church is holding Sunday Service, on April 24, at
10:30 am. Sunday School for all ages is held at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Scott
Eichelberger will speak on "A Great Warning" based on 1 Thessalo-
nians 5. Sacred Sounds will be performing special music. The church
is located at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack, next door to Trimont
Christian Academy).

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, April 24, 11 a.m., Thea & The
GreenMan will share on “Finding our Oneness in a World of Duality.”
On Tuesday a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat after-
ward. The church is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the
Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or to stream services go
to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  Services are held Rite I,
8 a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sun-
day. First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and
second and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill
Rd. Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website:
www.allsaintsfranklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on
YouTube search "All Saints Franklin".

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The
church is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at
the intersection of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road. 

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at
10 a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building
with the Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service
Office.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.
For more information,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

“That which the Lord hath ordained as the sovereign remedy
and mightiest instrument for the healing of all the world 
is the union of all its peoples in one universal Cause,...”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH

11--880000--222288--66448833    wwwwww..bbaahhaaii..uuss
WWeeeekkllyy ddeevvoottiioonnss aanndd ddiissccuussssiioonnss iinn FFrraannkklliinn,, ooppeenn ttoo aallll.. CCaallll 330022--338833--66883355..

FFrraannkklliinn •• MMuurrpphhyy •• SSyyllvvaa •• WWaayynneessvviillllee
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YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DININGEATING OUT

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC

Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–8pm
Friday & Saturday 11am–9pm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

DDrriinnkkss && AAppppeettiizzeerrss 33--55PPMM

882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun

THE WAIT IS OVER!
WE ARE NOW OPEN

At Our New Location
38 Palmer St Circle - Franklin, NC

Downtown Beside The Old Ingles

llooccaatteedd aatt
CCuurrrraahheeee BBrreewwiinngg CCoo..
110000 LLaakkeessiiddee DDrr.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

llooccaatteedd aatt
CCuurrrraahheeee BBrreewwiinngg CCoo..
110000 LLaakkeessiiddee DDrr.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

882288--220000--11118800882288--220000--11118800
UNIQUE RIVERSIDE DINING * OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

PET FRIENDLY * TAKE OUT

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

88 22 88 .. 44 22 11 .. 77 44 66 55
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

22 88  EE ..  MM AA II NN  SS TT RR EE EE TT  ••  FF RR AA NN KK LL II NN ,,  NN CC

Everything made from scratch!

Legendary A.T. hiker Grandma Gatewood continues to motivate 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

As Appalachian Trail (A.T.) northbound
hikers stop in Franklin for a respite after hik-
ing 110 miles from the starting point in
Springer Mountain, Ga., many point out that
they have read – or at least heard about – the
legendary A.T. hiker known as “Grandma
Gatewood.” 

Recently, at the Macon County Public Li-
brary as part of its “Walking With Spring”
programs, local storyteller Nancy Reeder pre-
sented “Grandma Gatewood Returns,” about
Emma Rowena (Caldwell) Gatewood, born
Oct. 25, 1887. She became legendary because
although she was a farmer’s wife and the
mother of 11 children, in 1955 she also be-
came the first solo female thru-hiker of the
2,200-mile A.T. at the age of 67. Plus, she be-
came the first person (male or female) to hike
the trail three times, the last time as a section
hiker, finishing at age 77. 

Before hiking the A.T. the first time, she re-
portedly told her grown children she was sim-
ply “going for a walk.” Gatewood slung a
homemade sack over her shoulder, foraged
for berries and edible plants when she ran out
of food, and sung the first verse of “America
the Beautiful” when she reached Mount
Katahdin in Maine the first time she com-
pleted the A.T. Into her 80s, she continued to
help clear sections of the A.T. She died in
1973 at age 85.

At the April 13 li-
brary event, Reeder
presented as a story-
teller the history of
Gatewood. 

“By sharing her
life through her eyes
as her, I hoped the
audience felt this
powerful aspect of
storytelling,” ex-
plained Reeder. 

Even though she
has shared about
Gatewood through
storytelling in the
past, Reeder pre-
pared for the April
13 event by getting
to “ know her even
better.” She studied
“Grandma Gate-
wood's Walk: The
Inspiring Story of the
Woman Who Saved
the Appalachian
Trail,” by Ben Mont-
gomery, and “visited
the places she loved: Gallipolis, Ohio, and
Hocking Hills State Park, also in Ohio.  …
her favorite place to hike was a six-mile
stretch from Old Man’s Cave to the Ash Cave
at the Hocking Hills State Park, about an

hour’s drive from Gallipolis. She was part of
the founding group that created the Buckeye
Trail that extends all over the state and in-
cludes this six miles.”

Reeder also studied, though library collec-

tions at the Gallipolis Bossard Memorial Li-
brary,  Gatewood’s published notebook en-
tries, newspaper articles she collected, as well
as her poems.

Reeder pointed out that Gatewood’s story
continues to inspire and encourage. “We, as a
people of this country, have often forgotten
what we are. She was a lover of the beauty
that surrounds us. Grandma helped to open
our eyes to what is life."

A lifelong educator and storyteller, Reeder
added that researching Gatewood’s life and
then offering a storytelling presentation about
the hiker was also personally inspiring.

“As I began reading the book and preparing
for this first session, I realized I wanted to be-
come her. I had already hiked the entire trail
[A.T.], and in some sections of the book, I
could recall certain places.”

During the presentation, Reeder portrayed
“in character” Grandma Gatewood for about
45 minutes, even answering questions as
Gatewood.

Although numerous books and blogs have
been written by A.T. hikers as testimonies to
the challenges and rewards of completing the
2,200-mile hike, Gatewood’s story continues
to encourage modern-day hikers decades
later. 

The library’s “Walking With Spring” pro-
grams were created to complement Franklin’s
AT-Mile110 Celebration, which began the
first day of spring and ends on Earth Day.

Local storyteller Nancy Reeder presented Grandma Gatewood Returns
at Macon County Public Library April 13 as part of its “Walking With
Spring” programs to complement Franklin’s AT-Mile110 Celebration.
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Student Talent
Showcase

2022

Our Students Stars Shine!

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 • 7PM
FFrraannkklliinn HHiigghh SScchhooooll FFiinnee AArrttss BBuuiillddiinngg

100 Panther Dr. Off Bus. 441

ADMISSION: 
$$55 AAdduulltt,, $$22 YYoouutthh,, $$1155 FFaammiillyy

Proceeds support Artists-in-the-Schools

Our rising stars shine in a noncompetitive talent
show for selected third to twelfth graders

SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT SSCCHHOOOOLL::  MMAACCOONN MMIIDDDDLLEE SSCCHHOOOOLL

TThhee AArrttss CCoouunncciill sseerrvveess MMaaccoonn CCoouunnttyy aass aa pprreesseenntteerr,, 
pprroommootteerr aanndd rreessoouurrccee ffoorr aarrttiissttss,, ccuullttuurraall oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss 

aanndd sscchhoooollss wwoorrkkiinngg ttoo mmeeeett tthheeiirr ggooaallss..

arts4all@dnet.net    828-524-ARTS

Hickory Knoll
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 86 E. Hickory Knoll Rd. 

Franklin, NC

Public is invited – All donations go to help the Ukrainians

SSOOUUPP SSUUPPPPEERR
&& BBAAKKEE SSAALLEE
SSOOUUPP SSUUPPPPEERR
&& BBAAKKEE SSAALLEE

814-657-1960

Saturday,
April 23
4 to 6PM

Eat in or Carry Out

Creative photography exhibit 
at library through end of April

Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

Photography by Wendy Kates is on display
in the Macon County Public Library’s Meet-
ing Room until April 30. The images are di-
mensional, with primary subjects various
buildings in Washington, D.C., where Kates
is a permanent resident.  

Kates has been a photography hobbyist for
many years. Although she was trained as and
enjoyed a career as a clinical developmental
psychologist, a hearing loss issue caused her
to become “more visually attuned. It caused
me to get more interested in photography as a
visual medium.” 

She was first interested in nature and bird
photography, but “my interests have really ex-
panded.” 

Since she retired in 2018, Kates’ photogra-
phy has transitioned primarily into architec-
tural scenes, images, and landscapes that are
abstract and creative. “I find buildings and
focus on their three-dimensional aspects in-
stead of just focusing on the front of them.” 

Kates continues to photograph nature, es-
pecially birds, when she visits Franklin to stay
at her husband’s family vacation farm season-
ally for a few weeks to a month each time. 

But she said, “In terms of architectural pho-
tography, I love the symmetry and geometry.
The other part of that is transforming the im-
ages into something creative and whimsical.”

She uses a digital Canon full-frame, mirror-
less camera and selects a 24-105 millimeter
lens for architectural and landscape photogra-
phy; plus, she uses Photoshop to manipulate
and transform some of the images. 

With nature photography, she uses
a 100-400 millimeter lens or a macro
lens. 

“It’s about reflecting the diversity
of nature and color and the peaceful-
ness of it – just like with the image of
the milkweed [pictured above],” she
said. 

“Wendy Kates' work is amazing!”
commented Kristina Lynn Moe, the
library’s Adult Services Assistant. “I
learned about her through her neigh-
bor, Jean Hunnicutt, who recom-
mended she exhibit her photography
here, and I'm so glad she did. Wendy
spent some time telling me and other
library visitors about where some of
the photos were taken [during the ex-
hibit’s opening reception]. They're

amazing as they are, but it was even
more fun to learn about what city,

what building, and what neighborhood the
pictures were taken in. She's currently on the
lookout for old cabins to photograph.”  

For more information about her photogra-
phy, Kates’ email is
wendy.kates.30@gmail.com or visit her web-
site at https://wendykatesphotography.zenfo-
lio.com.   

Milkweed in Autumn

Barns in Macon County
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Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

SSuunnddaayy  ● Party Specials (Call to schedule)
 ● Daily Putting Contest

● Starting Sunday May 1st Tallent Show

44 SSeeaassoonnss PPuutttt--NN--PPllaayy

7570 Georgia Rd., Otto, N.C.
882288--442211--88664477

   (Across from Ellen & Owens Furniture)

Family Funtime Event Schedule
FFrriiddaayy 55ppmm ttoo 1100ppmm  ● Twilight Golf & VR Games

SSaattuurrddaayy  ● Race Day (Call for times)

Antiques • Collectibles
Furniture • Kitchenware

Jewelry • Tools • And Much More!
882288--663344--66114422  77332222 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

HHOOUURRSS  TThhuurrssddaayy -- SSaattuurrddaayy  1100aamm--44ppmm

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS

NEW ITEMS ARRIVING WEEKLY!

Arise & Shine 
Thrift Store
Carson Community Bldg.

3001 Old Murphy Rd. • Franklin, NC
Call for Info (828) 634-0217

NEW ARRIVALS
DAILY!

SPRING HOURS: Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

TheMaconCountyNews.com

Stephen Robert Murphy
Stephen Robert Murphy, 76, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
peacefully on April 14, 2022.

He was born in Washington
County, Pa., on May 20, 1945, to
Harry W. and Marion (Williams)
Murphy. 

He was a long-time resident of
Franklin. Upon his graduation
from high school, he enlisted in
the United States Army and served
his country honorably (Sergeant -
E5) for five years from 1963 to
1968. Following his military serv-
ice, he was employed by Belden
Wire & Cable and Tektone Sound
& Signal Manufacturing, Inc. and was a member of Mensa and a
member of the National Audubon Society. 

He was a beloved son, brother, uncle, and friend. He is loved by
all who knew him, family, friends, and neighbors. He was always
there with encouraging and uplifting words for everyone he met.
His life was grounded by his faith, and he lived it accordingly. He
represented the good that we all need every day in our lives. His
integrity, love of life, laughter and his independent spirit will be
dearly missed. He will be forever in our hearts, and we know he
will always be watching over and guiding us. Rest in peace. 

He will be lovingly remembered by his family, as well as his
treasured friends Shelly Barrett, Kim Cunningham, and Virgie
Yonce, all of whom he considered to be family (Stephen called
them his angels); his nieces, Margaret Elaine Cressaty (Cherif),
Pamela Cronan and Barbara Cronan; six grandnephews, and one
grandniece, many great-grandnephews, and great-grandnieces as
well as many cousins. He was preceded in death by his parents;
his sisters, Mary Lou Murphy, Marilyn Roberta Murphy, Margie
Marie Murphy Cronan; brother-in-law, John L. Cronan and niece,
Roberta Arlene Cronan Underwood. 

A Celebration of Life memorial service was held Tuesday, April
19, at the Clarks Chapel United Methodist Church cemetery with
Rev. David Lee Williams officiating. Military honors will be pro-
vided by VFW Post 7739 and American Legion Post 108.  

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the American Can-
cer Society.

His loved ones wish to send a special thank you to the entire
staff at Macon Valley Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in
Franklin, for their care and compassion.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements. 

Stephen Robert Murphy

Carolyn Clayton Barber Wolfe
Carolyn Clayton Barber Wolfe

was born on Feb. 28, 1937, to
William Joseph and Margaret Sny-
der Barber. She passed from this
life on April 14, 2022.

From the time she was intro-
duced to art, she was recognized as
being a very talented artist with
paintings that were both eclectic
and lovely. Even as a small child,
as young as kindergarten age, her
work was displayed at distin-
guished art shows. She enjoyed her
art and embraced her talent but
never forgot the inspiration and
support she received early on from
Mrs. Matniak, who was one of her teachers.

She enjoyed going to the Senior Center where she made friends
with Reasa, who was always very kind and helpful, making her vis-
its enjoyable. She was also blessed to receive excellent attention
from her caregiver, Donna Keyworth.

She was predeceased by her husband, Tom Wolfe, and her son, Jay
Paul Galasso, along with her parents and her brother, Jerry Barber. 

She is survived by her children, Karyn Margaret Galasso (Juanita)
of Tampa, Fla., GiGi Carlene Galasso of Crystal River, Fla., and
Kim Gale, also of Florida; grandchildren, Ravyn Gale, Dylan Gale,
Wayne Jackson, and Paul Jackson; a number of great-grandchildren;
a brother, William Barber of Portchester, N.Y.; and her sister-in-law,
Kristin Barber.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Carolyn Wolfe

Patricia Helen Trombly Rocha
Patricia Helen Trombly

Rocha, 79 passed away Tuesday
April 12, 2022. She was born
Oct. 17, 1942, in Albany, Ga., to
the late Leo Trombly and
Dorothy Rump Trombly. She
loved the North Carolina moun-
tains and making people laugh.
She enjoyed arts and crafts and
considered her cats as part of the
family. She had retired from a ca-
reer in teaching. She was Chris-
tian and raised her family
trusting in  God. She will be
deeply missed.

She is survived by her daughter, Kathy Farris-Stoneham and
husband Al Stoneham of Franklin; a son, Ricardo Rocha II; three
grandchildren, Kathryn Farris Suminski, William Farris, and
Anna Farris.

In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by her hus-
band, William Howard Kincaid Jr.

A private Celebration of Life service will be held. 
Bryant Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the

Rocha family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Patricia Helen Rocha

Rev. Dr. Tommy Dean Lamb
Rev. Dr. Tommy Dean Lamb,

64, passed away Wednesday,
April 13, 2022, in Huntsville, Ala.
He was born on June 4, 1957, to
the late William Dean Lamb and
Agnes Hampton Lamb. He was a
Southern Baptist Minister, and he
preached the gospel for more than
30 years. He was a partner in At-
tentive Health & Wellness. He
loved to ride his Harley Davidson,
play the piano, and watch the
Georgia Bulldogs play football.
He loved his wife, children, and
grandchildren. He had a great
love for people and had a great
sense of humor.

Survivors include his wife, Kathy Lamb; a son, Benjamin
Thomas (Brittany) of Morganton, Ga.; a daughter, Amberly Grif-
fith (Garrett) of Owens Crossroads, Ala.; one stepdaughter,
Chelsey Karr (Nick); four grandchildren, Foster Thomas, Annistyn
Thomas, Coulson Griffith, and Bryson Karr.

In addition to his parents, she was preceded in death by his
brother, Dwayne Lamb.

A funeral service was held Monday, April 18, at Newman
Chapel Baptist Church with Rev. J.D. Grant officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in the church cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers the family ask donations to be made to Rus-
sell Hill Cancer Foundation, 3601 CCI Drive Huntsville, Al 35805.

Online condolences can be sent to www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Lamb
family. 

Rev. Dr. Tommy Lamb
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James Bryant ‘Jim’ Ballew
If his goals were to be remembered

for his love for Jesus, love for his wife,
Nancy, and for his integrity, James
Bryant Ballew met and surpassed each
of them. He consistently showed his
honesty and trustworthiness in all he
did.

Born on Oct. 11, 1932, to Bryant and
Mabel Pike Ballew, he was the youngest
of three children with two older, adoring
sisters. He had a deep love for family
that was evident in the way he cared and
provided for them.

He thoroughly enjoyed bouncing up
and down on his lawn mower as he pon-
dered his golf game and how to improve
it. Golf was his "other" life love. He was challenged constantly
to correct imperfections and hit "dead center." He was also a
great story teller, entertaining friends and family.

God took Jim home on April 14, 2022. Left with many mem-
ories of a life filled with difficult challenges, continuing growth
and an abundance of blessings are his wife, Nancy LaVerne Gar-
rett Ballew; his grandchildren, Melissa Unger (Brian) of
Franklin, N.C., and James Neal of Charlotte, N.C.; his step-
daughter, Lori Londeree of Franklin; his great-granddaughters,
Bethany and Emilia Unger; his niece, Beverly Wing; and his
nephews, Glen and Stanley Dixon. He was preceded in death by
his son, Jimmy Ballew, along with his parents and sisters.

A Remembrance of Jim's life will be held Thursday, April 21,
at 1 p.m. at First Baptist Church in Franklin, with friends and
family mingling in the sanctuary beginning at 12:30 p.m. Dr.
Robert Brown will officiate. Burial will be at Rush Cemetery in
Otto, N.C., at 3 p.m.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at

www.moffittfunerals.com.

James Ballew

Willa Mae Jones
Willa Mae Jones, 88, of Franklin, N.C., passed away on

Wednesday, April 13, 2022.
Born in Macon County, she was the daughter of the late Jake

and Edna Cabe. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Paul Jones; and siblings, Charles W. Cabe,
James Donald Cabe and Phyliss Cabe. She was a member of First
Baptist Church in Lilburn, Ga., and a hairdresser for more than
50 years.

She is survived by sisters, Catherine Keener, Betty Cole, both
of Franklin, and Mary Jo Freeman of Lawrenceville, Ga.; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

A service was held in the chapel of Macon Funeral Home  on
Saturday April 16. Rev. Janet Greene and Rev. Vic Greene offici-
ated. Burial was at Clarks Chapel United Methodist Church
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Clarks Chapel
UMC Cemetery Fund, in memory of Willa Mae Jones.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

Edith Ann Sheffield Stoudemire
Edith Ann Sheffield

Stoudemire, 79, went home to be
with the Lord April 15, 2022, sur-
rounded by her family. She was
born in Macon, County May 13,
1942, to the late William Coleman
Sheffield and Nola Estella
Sheffield-Blanton. She worked in
food service for the Macon County
School system and for Burcliff In-
dustries as an assistant manager.
She loved music and dancing,
playing all kinds of sports such as
volleyball, softball, bowling, and
basketball. She was a four-year
starter for the basketball team in
high school and she loved to coach softball and baseball teams.
She loved and was a member of the Riverside Fellowship Church.
Most of all she loved her family and her grandchildren. 

Survivors include her husband of 61 years, Junior Stoudemire;
two sons, Rickey Stoudemire and wife Danita and Randy
Stoudemire and wife Michelle, all of Franklin; four grandchildren,
Natasha Boatwright and husband Broc, Trance Stoudemire, Tyler
Stoudemire, and Kirkland Stoudemire; seven great-grandchildren,
Landon Malloy, Baylie Boatwright, Axle Boatwright, Bentley
Boatwright, Chevelle Boatwright, Wrenleigh Tomkins, and
Kingsleigh Tomkins; and one brother, James Sheffield of Franklin.

In addition to her parents she was preceded in death by a sister,
Bobbie Joe Judge, six half-sisters and eight half-brothers. 

A Celebration of Life service was held Monday, April 18, in the
Chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with the Rev. Richard
Salmason and Rev. J.D. Woodside officiating. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the
Stoudemire family. 

Edith Ann Stoudemire

Rhonda Lynn Fair Arvey
Rhonda Lynn Fair Arvey, 63,

passed away Tuesday April 12, 2022.
She was born Jan. 6, 1959, in Liberty,
N.Y., to Alma Coffey Fair and the
late Wilbur Fair. She was a loving
daughter, sister, wife, mother, grand-
mother, and great grandmother, she
loved spending time with her family.
Christmas was her favorite time of
the year.

She is survived by her husband of
26 years, Keith Max Arvey; her chil-
dren, Amanda Lynn Maxwell of
Franklin, Travis Lee Meyer of Texas;
stepchildren, Jason Keith Arvey of
Franklin, Michael Jordan Arvey of Franklin, and Kelly Renee
Arvey of Florida; 15 grandchildren and five great grandchildren;
mother, Alma Fair and a brother Jo Fair of Tennessee. In addition
to her father, she is preceded in death by her brother, Roger Fair.

A celebration of life service was held Saturday, April 16, in the
Chapel of Bryant Grant Funeral Home. 

Bryant Grant Funeral Home is serving the Arvey family. 
Online condolences can be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-

home.com.

Rhonda Lynn Arvey

Sheila Ann Goodwin
Sheila Ann Goodwin passed away April 14, 2022. No public

services are planned.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Maxie Lee Corn Carpenter
Maxie Lee Corn Carpenter, 99,

of Sylva, N.C., passed away on
Good Friday, April 15, 2022, one
month shy of her 100th birthday.
Born in Macon County, she was
the daughter of the late Lee and
Flora Corn. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Earvin A.
Carpenter; son, William Lee (Bill)
Carpenter; sisters, Bertie Holt,
Virgie Crunkleton, Bessie Corn,
Bonnie Dean; and brother, Norton
Virgil Corn; son-in-law Carter
Deitz, and Robert Washington.  

She was a homemaker, at-
tended Wilkesdale Baptist Church
and was a member of Mulberry Methodist Church. She loved vis-
iting with friends and family, reading, singing old hymns, and
cooking. She was looking forward to a large Easter dinner with all
her family. 

Survivors include her daughter, Starlotte Deitz; son, Jeff (Mary)
Carpenter; daughter-in-law, Teresa Carpenter, all of Sylva; five
grandchildren, Janna Deitz of Bethesda, Md.; Shelly Deitz of
Sylva; Shea (Chris) White of Columbus; Kamisha Carpenter of
Asheboro; and William Carpenter of Ruskin, Fla.; two great grand-
children, Makenzie Ballard and Landon White; plus many nieces
and nephews. 

Maxie’s family grew in the last decade of her life to include two
beloved caregivers, Rene Fish and Donna Massingale. Julie
Woodard always made sure Maxie felt beautiful, as she was.  

A funeral service will be held at Appalachian Funeral Home on
Thursday, April 21, at 11 a.m. with Joe Wolf officiating. Burial will
be at Fairview Cemetery. 

Donations in her memory to Four Seasons (or your local) Hos-
pice are suggested. 

An online registry is available at www.appalachianfuneralser-
vices.com  

Appalachian Funeral Services of Sylva is serving the family. 

Maxie Lee Carpenter

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

View obituaries 
online at

themaconcountynews.com
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

BRISTOL, Tenn. – Kyle Busch has a special fondness for
Bristol Motor Speedway, but the driver of the No. 18 Joe Gibbs
Racing Toyota needed a huge stroke of luck on Sunday night
to rekindle his love affair with the half-mile track.

Busch won the Food City Dirt Race from a distant third
place after the Ford of second-place Chase Briscoe slid up the
high-banked dirt track into the Chevrolet of leader Tyler Red-
dick in the final corner, turning both cars sideways. 

Reddick righted his Camaro and steered toward the finish
line, but Busch’s momentum off Turn 4 carried his No. 18
Camry past the flag stand .330 second ahead of Reddick, who
was denied his first NASCAR Cup Series victory.

Busch, on the other hand, notched his 60th career victory,
ninth-most all-time and most among active drivers. With his
first win of the season, he matched Richard Petty’s series
record streak of 18 years with at least one trip to Victory Lane.

An eight-time winner on Bristol’s traditional concrete sur-
face—again, most among active drivers—Busch won the sec-
ond NASCAR Cup Series dirt race since 1970 and the first
featuring the new Next Gen race car.

“Yeah, we got one,” Busch said with a wry smile.
“Doesn't matter how you get ‘em. It's all about get-
ting ‘em. Can't say enough. I mean, man, I feel like
Dale Earnhardt Sr. right now (as the crowd booed
his unexpected victory). This is awesome. I didn't
do anything.” 

After the second of two rain delays, Busch
restarted second on Lap 227, but he fell back as
Briscoe passed him on Lap 232 of 250 and began to
chase Reddick for the lead.

“I don't know why, we couldn't fire off after it
rained, both times,” Busch said. “It just would not
fire. Took it about 20 laps to get going.

“Overall, just really pumped to be back. Real
pumped to get a win. This one means a lot. I can
win on any surface here at Bristol. Bring it on,
baby.”

A chagrined Briscoe took full responsibility for
the accident that handed Busch the win.

“I was running Tyler down and tried throwing a
slider and didn’t expect him to drive in there on me, and I got
loose,” Briscoe said. “I was spinning either way. I feel terri-
ble. I didn’t want to wreck him. That was my fault 100 per-
cent. I hate it for Tyler. He’s a good friend of mine.”

Reddick took the disappointment with consummate grace.
“I don't think I did everything right, to be honest with you,”

Reddick said. “Briscoe was able to run me back down there.
Just looking at it, I should have done a little bit better job of
just… I don't know. I shouldn't have let him get that close. He
ran me back down. Worked really hard to do that.

“I mean, you're racing on dirt, going for the move on the
final corner. It's everything that, as a driver, you hope to battle
for in his situation. Made it really exciting for the fans, so... It
does suck, but we were able to finish second still. I'm being
honest. I should have done a better job and pulled away so he
wasn't in range to try to make that move. That's how I look at
it.”

Reddick took control of the race after a restart on Lap 151 to
begin the final stage. With a ferocious run through Turns 1 and
2, he shot between the cars of Kyle Busch on the top and Joey
Logano on the bottom to take the lead for the first time.

He held the top spot for the next 99 laps, through five cau-
tions and the second rain delay. The final lap was the only one
Busch led. 

Briscoe was credited with a 22nd-place finish after running
second into the final set of corners.

Kyle Busch steals a milestone
win in wild one on Bristol Dirt

Kyle Busch, driver of the #18 Mars Crunchy Cookie
Toyota, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Cup Series Food City Dirt Race at Bristol
Motor Speedway on April 17, 2022 in Bristol, Tenn.
Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

laps and won the first two stages on the way to his first victory
of the year and the sixth of his career. “I had to go back up there
and earn the spot back. I’m really proud of all their effort.”

Rhodes and Hocevar were the only two drivers credited with
leading laps. The driver of the No. 42 Niece Motorsports
Chevrolet grabbed the top spot after restarting fourth on Lap 91
and held it until Rhodes passed him for the win. 

In hindsight, Hocevar said he could have done a better job
defending against the decisive pass.

“Either ripped the top or crashed him,” Hocevar said of his
alternatives. “I hate saying that, but it’s part of this racing, right?
I just couldn’t compete with him. He just had better (fresher)
tires, and he was the fastest truck all day. I was just trying to
hold on…

“He slide-jobbed me, and I should have prepared for it,
crossed him over and race him really hard. Second just sucks.
It’s terrible, especially being that close.”

The race marked the NASCAR national series debut of
reigning USAC National Midget champion Buddy Kofoid,

Joey Logano came home third, 4.004 seconds
behind the race winner. Kyle Larson was fourth, fol-
lowed by Ryan Blaney, Alex Bowman, Christopher
Bell, Chase Elliott, Michael McDowell and Ty Dil-
lon.

With late rally, Ben Rhodes takes hard-earned 
NASCAR Truck Series win at Bristol
BRISTOL, Tenn. – Overcoming a mistake in communica-

tion, Ben Rhodes charged to the front in the closing laps of
Saturday’s Pinty’s Truck Race on Dirt snatched the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series victory from runner-up Carson
Hocevar.

One circuit after the final restart on Lap 146 of 150, Rhodes,
the defending series champion, buried his No. 99 ThorSport
Racing Toyota into Turn 1, slid to the outside of third-place
finisher John Hunter Nemechek and dived to the inside of Ho-
cevar to take the lead.

The dramatic charge to victory atoned for Rhodes’ failure to
bring his truck to the pits at the end of the first stage on Lap 40
after missing his entrance to pit road. Forced to pit after win-
ning Stage 2, Rhodes restarted 13th on Lap 91 and worked his
way forward with the aid of four cautions in the final 60-lap
stage.

“My crew gave me such an awesome Tundra this weekend
that I wasn’t going to let them down,” said Rhodes, who led 95
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Amid a race weekend known for drivers’ nostalgic paint
schemes honoring former drivers and memorable stock cars,
Goodyear will sport a vintage sidewall design on its Eagle
race tires, last used during the 1980-1992 Cup Series race
seasons. The throwback tires mimic the spray-painted logo
designs of the past, paying tribute to the first time Goodyear
featured “Eagle” on its race tires’ sidewalls in NASCAR. The
tire design will be used at all three national series races dur-
ing the Official Throwback Weekend of NASCAR.
“From the paint schemes to the historic track and throw-

back tire design, few races capture NASCAR’s tradition like
the Goodyear 400,” said Kerry Tharp, president of Darling-
ton Raceway. “As NASCAR’s longest-running continuous
partner, Goodyear is uniquely woven into the fabric of the

sport and is an ideal partner for the Official Throw-
back Weekend of NASCAR at Darlington Raceway.”
Goodyear has a rich history at Darlington Raceway

as it conducted its first official NASCAR tire tests at
the track in 1954 and earned its first NASCAR vic-
tory in the 1959 Southern 500® with driver Jim Reed.
To bring spectators closer to the action, Goodyear

is introducing the “Bring Home the Win Sweep-
stakes,” giving one lucky fan the chance to win one
of the throwback Goodyear Eagle race tires from the
winning driver’s stock car. Now through May 9, fans
who visit Goodyear400Sweepstakes.com and com-
plete the online entry form will automatically be en-
tered for a chance to win one of the limited-edition
tires, used exclusively by the winner of the Goodyear
400*.
The Goodyear 400 is a continuation of Goodyear’s

longstanding relationship with the sport of racing. As
the “Exclusive Tire Supplier” for NASCAR’s top
three series, Goodyear is the longest-running contin-
uous partner in NASCAR history. From the intro-
duction of the racing slick in 1972 to the radial tire in

1989 and multi-zone tread design in 2013, Goodyear and
NASCAR have consistently innovated to deliver compelling
racing.
Tune in to watch the Goodyear 400 on Sunday, May 8 at

3:30 p.m. ET on FS1, Motor Racing Network and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio where Goodyear will provide aerial cover-
age of the race.

2022 NASCAR Season
Darlington Raceway will host the Official Throwback

Weekend of NASCAR on May 6-8, featuring all three na-
tional series with the Dead On Tools 200 NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series race on Friday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m.,
Mahindra ROXOR 200 NASCAR Xfinity Series race on Sat-
urday, May 7 at 1:30 p.m. and Goodyear 400 NASCAR Cup
Series race on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8, at 3:30 p.m.
The Tradition Continues at Darlington Raceway with the

Labor Day Race Weekend on Sept. 3-4, featuring the Sport
Clips Haircuts VFW Help A Hero 200 Xfinity Series race on
Saturday, Sept. 3 at 3:00 p.m. and start of the Cup Series
Playoffs in the 73rd running of the crown jewel Cook Out
Southern 500® over Labor Day weekend on Sunday, Sept. 4,
at 6 p.m.

who started 32nd after his No. 51 Toyota overheated during
the first qualifying heat earlier in the afternoon.
Methodically working his way forward, Kofoid ran as high

as third before spinning in Turn 2 as he tried to cross over to
the inside of Rhodes’ truck in a battle for fourth place on Lap
139, after Rhodes drove deep into the corner and slid toward
the top of the track.
Collected in the ensuing wreck were Ty Majeski, who saw

a probable top-five effort go awry, and Derek Kraus.
The race also had a taste of the bizarre. On Lap 96, Austin

Wayne Self nudged the Chevrolet of hard-luck Matt
DiBenedetto after the latter had passed Self. The front
bumper of Self’s Silverado locked with the rear bumper of
DiBenedetto’s Chevy, and the two drivers could not power
them apart.
It took a red flag and a handful of track workers to

separate the trucks. That incident ruined the race for
both drivers, but the subsequent restart on Lap 106
put Rhodes on his path to the eventual victory. By
the time caution flew again on Lap 112, he had
climbed to fifth and was well on his way to the front.

Darlington Raceway & Goodyear extend 
sponsorship of NASCAR’s Throwback Weekend
DARLINGTON, S.C. – Darlington Raceway and

Goodyear, the “Official Tire of NASCAR,” an-
nounce a renewal of its entitlement sponsorship of

(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

the Goodyear 400, NASCAR’s Official Throwback Week-
end Cup Series race for 2022. The Goodyear 400 will cele-
brate the history of stock car racing and signify another
milestone chapter in Goodyear’s 68-year affiliation with
NASCAR.
“Our entitlement sponsorship of the Goodyear 400 repre-

sents a continuation of our six-decade commitment to
NASCAR through tire innovation and allows us to celebrate
the sport’s storied history and talented drivers of today,” said
Karen Maroli, Goodyear’s vice president of marketing.
“NASCAR’s Official Throwback Weekend is always a
highly-anticipated stop on the circuit, and alongside Dar-
lington Raceway, we look forward to providing race fans with
an unforgettable experience.”

Ben Rhodes, driver of the #99 Tenda Toyota, takes the checkered flag to win the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Pinty's
Truck Race on Dirt at Bristol Motor Speedway on April 16, 2022 in Bristol, Tenn. Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast
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highlandernc.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

66. Scary movie conse-
quence
68. ____ del Carmen, Mexico
69. Corn spot
70. Reach a goal (2 words)
71. Unit of heredity
72. Cry of alarm
73. Wipe out

DOWN
1. Cough syrup amt.
2. Greeting at sea
3. Blood vessel network
4. Ownership document
5. NASA's first space station
6. All over again
7. Retired, abbr.
8. Aussie bear

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: 
BEATLEMANIA

ACROSS
1. In the Queen of Hearts'
oven?
6. Indiana Jones' quest
9. Dance with leis
13. Sheikh, alt. sp.
14. Opposite of paleo
15. Hedgehog of movies
and video games
16. Toilet, to a toddler
17. Pilot's estimate
acronym
18. One deserving of re-
spect?
19. *Like submarine
21. *Abbey Road location
23. Lobe location
24. Per person
25. To the ____ degree
28. *"Twist and Shout" en-
dearment
30. English confection
35. Wraths
37. Swarm like bees
39. Not taken and taken
40. Skiing helmet manu-
facturer
41. Homework assignment
43. Kamakawiwo'ole's
strings, pl.
44. Thermonuclear
weapon
46. Type of list
47. Frost residue
48. "God, We Praise You"
(2 words)
50. Redecorate, e.g.
52. What Carl Lewis did
53. Doctor's order
55. December 31st, e.g.
57. *"Whisper words of
____"
60. *"Please ____ Me," 1st
album
63. Amusement
64. Rage

9. *"I want to ____ your
hand"
10. Editing arrow
11. Bank holding
12. Acronym, abbr.
15. Mister in Brazil
20. Speak from a podium
22. Month X
24. Hideous sight
25. *"It's been a hard day's
____"
26. Social group
27. Roman king of Judea
29. *Starr's predecessor
31. *Fabulous number
32. Faquir, alt.sp.
33. Swelling
34. Ruhr's industrial center

36. Not all
38. Like a full-fledged Mafia
man
42. Cry of the Alps
45. The enlightened one
49. Barn sound
51. Nervous (2 words)
54. Inflict a blow
56. Truth or Dare player?
57. ____ E. Coyote
58. Persian Gulf country
59. Eye infection
60. Peephole glance
61. ____ ____ good example
62. Chows down
63. Frugal driver's acronym
65. Fish eggs
67. Unidentified Jane

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

20.24 ACRES unrestricted and
backs up to USFS land.  Road in
place, easy access yet very private.
Gentle slope with nice views. De-
sirable Cartoogechaye township.
Tract has been subdivided into six
lots and recorded with county.
$299,000.  Call or text (727)460-
0714.
2 ACRES UNRESTRICTED Land
w/30x50 Metal Building on HP McCoy
Just North of Cowee, Beautiful River
and Mountain Views.  $149,000. Call
(352)603-4249.
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1966 MUSTANG Rotisserie Restora-
tion. $22K Make Offer.  (407)415-
4651.
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ESTATE/YARD SALE Saturday April
23, 8-? Chain Saws, Climbing Gear,
New & Old Tools, Power Tools, Tree
Stands, Hunting Items, Kids Clothing,
Lots of Misc. 64 Jegs Ridge Franklin

MULTI FAMILY Saturday 9-2, In-
door/Outdoor,  51 Union Otto Daycare
Rd., Franklin, NC, Antique Farm Items,
tools, clothing, household, decor, an-
tiques, large wooden spool, much
more! Cancel if rain.

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE Brand
name women’s & men’s clothing/shoes,
Tie-Dye, home goods, some Free Stuff,
everything in great condition! 525 East
Main St., May 7-8, 8am-2pm

SELLING OFFICE FURNITURE &
Equipment Plus Household Items and
Stuff. Friday and Saturday, May 22 &
23, 9-4, 2-Story Building at 57 Mills St.,
Across from Franklin Body Shop.
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Let Us Check It Out!

ANY REPAIR • ANY PART • ANY SERVICE

RV READY FOR 
CAMPING?

In Otto since 1998 828-349-4500
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

Call Peter (828)524-1010

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. Call Rick Hall (828)371-
3566.
FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Fall Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.
GREENTHUMB LAWN SERVICES
Do you need Spring Cleanup? Lawn
Maintenance,  Landscaping,  Leaf
Blowing, Handyman Services. 18
Years Experience. Call (828)421-
8847.
HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25 Years
Experience, Insured,  Great Refer-
ences, Call (828)369-9662.

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home Re-
pairs, 30 Years Experience, Insured,
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Interior and
Exterior Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

SKILLED CERTIFIED NURSING As-
sistant/Companion, Available 12-hour
Shifts, Cooking, Cleaning, Laundry.
Experience working with matters of de-
mentia and sundowning. (845)807-
4121.

STOCKTON’S HOME Remodeling &
Additions, Everything from A-Z.   Free
Estimates. (828)371-5307.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

CLEANING PACKING ORGANIZING
& Other Household Services. Vacation
Rental Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Services
(828)550-4585.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Cell (828)371-9754.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hydroseed-
ing. (828)524-3976 (828)283-6067.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

CAROLINA CUTTERSAccepting New
Clients Offering Mowing, WeedEating,
Hedge Trimming, Pressure Washing,
and more. Call Chris (828)347-0943.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING Inte-
rior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience. Cell
(239)860-0117, home (828)332-4382.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 26 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

MURPHY’S PAINTING COMPANY In-
terior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks, Insured.
Free estimates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+ years
experience. (845)807-1326.
MELTON’S ROOFING and Gutter
Cleaning. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your Roof and
Gutter Needs.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.
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REGISTERED NURSE If you are a
Registered Nurse licensed in the State
of North Carolina and want less stress
than the typical medical, hospital struc-
ture requires we need your nursing
skills to supervise the daily operations
of home care services provided through
Home Care Partners. This position su-
pervises the aides, scheduling, training
and day to day activities to assure our
clients can remain independent in their
home environment. No medical serv-
ices administered. Mon-Fri 40 hours per
week. Benefits include vacation, sick,
holidays and dental, life, health insur-
ance. Please call Julie Van Hook at
(828)507-6065 for more information.
You can apply at Disability Partners,
525 Mineral Springs Drive, Sylva, NC
28779.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Pathways
For The Future, Inc. dba Disability Part-
ners is seeking a dynamic, forward
thinking person for the position of Ex-
ecutive Director. Disability Partners is a
local Center for Independent Living
serving 14 counties in Western North
Carolina, with offices in Sylva and
Asheville, North Carolina. People with
disabilities are served through the Cen-
ter for Independent Living, HomeCare
Partners and Person First Services, a
provider of the Innovations waiver
through Vaya.  The Executive Director
job description and application can be
found at https://www.disabilitypart-
ners.org/employment-opportunities. All
applicants must submit by email: cover
letter, current resume and a complete
application to: ssacco@disabilitypart-
ners.org. The deadline to apply for the
position is April 29, 2022 at 5pm. Docu-
ments submitted after the deadline will
not be accepted. Persons with disabili-
ties are encouraged to apply for the po-
sition.

INDEPENDENT LIVING SPECIALIST
Are you someone with a disability who
has overcome obstacles relating to a
personal disability and will use that
strength to help others with disabilities
set and reach goals to live more inde-
pendently. If so, DisAbility Partners has
a full-time position available for you.
Work experience and education will be
considered. Benefits vacation, sick, hol-
idays and dental, life and health insur-
ance. Mon-Fri 40 hours per week. You
can make a difference. Applications
available at DisAbility Partners, 525
Mineral Springs Drive, Sylva or on our
website; disabilitypartners.org. Call Bar-
bara Davis for more information
(828)226- 8263.

IN-HOME AIDE AND CNA’S We can
work around your schedule starting at
$12.00 per hour to provide in home aide
services based on the consumer needs
through the Home and Community
Block Grant. You can make a difference
in someone’s life age 60 and older in
Jackson County. Benefits for full time
PTO, dental, life and health insurance.
Part time positions available. Please
apply at 525 Mineral Springs Drive,
Sylva NC or call Home Care Partners
at 828-586-1570 for more information.

FRANKLIN BODY SHOP has Opening
for Experienced Body Man/Painter.
Hourly or Commission. Paid Days
Off/Sick Days. Apply at 69 Mill St. or
Franklinbody@frontier.com

WNC SPORTSZONE is hiring an Em-
broidery Specialist – Previous experi-
ence preferred. Must possess good
time management, willing to learn, de-
pendable, attention to detail.  Apply on-
line at:
WNCSportsZone.com/contact-us

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER IS look-
ing to hire a full-time individual to assist
in the paint department. Duties will in-
clude mixing paint, assisting customers
with color selections and sundry items,
stocking shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds. This in-
dividual must be dependable, self-mo-
tivated, have great customer service
skills and be willing to learn. We will
offer on-the-job training, so experience
is not necessary. For more information,
call Derek Taylor @ (828)200-9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center to fill out
an application.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR in
Sylva looking for helper electricians.
Must have tools, transportation, refer-
ences, and willingness to work with
others. Pay based on experience- Call
(828)631-0341 for interview.
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DINING, SOFA, CHAIRS, Quilt Sets,
Pitchers & Bowls, Lamps, Household
Decor. Reasonable Make Offer.
(407)415-4651.

B & M MILITARY SURPLUS Boots,
Black/Tan ICW, ICB Gortex, Combat
Boots ECW W/C ACU Gortex
Parkas, Pants, ACU W/C Improved
Wet Weather, W/C, ACU, W/D, ABU,
BDU, USN AOR2, Pants, Shirts. W/C
4 Part Sleep Sys, ICW-ECW Sleep
Bags. FLC Vests, Packs, Assorted
Backpacks, Bags, Boonie Hats,
Caps, Boot Socks. MRE’S. We buy,
sell all Types Clothing, Field Gear.
Open  Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday
9-4.  329 Bennett Ridge Rd. Franklin,
( 8 2 8 ) 3 4 9 - 3 1 4 0 ,
bandmsurplus@gmail.com
FARMERS MARKET 8-12, Every Sat-
urday. Please Come Out and Support
Your Local Farmers Market. Spring
Vegetables, Honey,  Fresh Chicken,
Pastries, Cookies, Preserves,  Eggs.
200 Block East Palmer.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-
4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

We now offer
Window Tint
service!

CARS

SUVS

TRUCKS

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536
2022 BMW 530 240
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2021 Kia K5 LXS 4,963
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196
2021 Chevrolet Spark 1,167
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009
2019 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 56,048
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692
2018 Chevrolet Cruze LS 54,872
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152
2008 Corvette Coupe 9,007

2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,918
2021 Chevrolet Suburban 388
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237
2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 16,427
2021 Jeep Wrangle High Altitude 17,132
2020 GrandCherokee Trailhawk 26,226
2020 Tahoe Premier 4x4 24,476
2020 Cadillac Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261
2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT 27,594
2020 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 14,430
2020 Hyundai Palisade 34,462
2019 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 34,109
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696
2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386
2018 Volkswagen Atlas 3.6L V6 SE 71,947
2018 Kia Soul 58,573
2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441
2017 Volkswagen Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition 59,132
2017 Subaru Outback 36,658
2016 Buick Enclave CXL AWD 81,859
2015 Chevrolet Equinox LTZ AWD 107,485
2015 Chevrolet Equinox IT AWD 87,398
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2014 Ford Explorer 4x4 68,342
2013 Ford Escape SE AWD 89,455
2013 Mazda CX-5 94,754
2011 Jeep Wrangler 73,137

2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 435

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 16,244
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 209
2021 Jeep Gladiator 2,054
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647
2021 Toyota Tacoma TRD Off-Road 8,507
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
2020 Chevrolet Colorado 31,506
2020 Ram 3500 Dump Truck 19,267
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD High Country Diesel 23,536
2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2020 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HC Dually 45,535
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
2019 Toyota Tacoma SR5 43,420
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 55,201
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2016 Ram Diesel Crew 2500 60,495
2015 Chevrolet Colorado 95,530
2012 GMC Sierra 2500 Diesal 192,749
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