
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

The School Board held its regular meeting on Monday,
March 28, in Highlands.

On the agenda was the ongoing construction of Macon
Middle School, which is winding down. 

"The project is in its last phase in the west wing of the
school and will go quickly," said Todd Gibbs, Macon County
Schools Personnel Director. New pumps have been approved
for the ball field and should be delivered by June 8.

Gibbs explained an issue with the new flooring which Flex
Company installed at MMS. 

"It is Solid Vinyl Tile (SVT) flooring.  This is different in
many ways to the VCT (Vinyl Composite Tile) that we have
in all of our other schools. This SVT was an $83,000 up-
grade to VCT.  It was an alternate, which means if other bids
on other parts of the project come under bid, then we can go
with construction and renovation alternates.  With the MMS
renovation, the whole bid came under estimate so we were
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able to include all the alternates, including ‘upgrading’ to
the SVT.  This particular vinyl tile is very soft and chairs
with sled runners as legs (vs. individual legs) have a ten-
dency to mark up soft tile. Those chairs with runners, and
most all of the other furniture at MMS, were marking up the
SVT, while it did not have wax on it.  As soon as we put wax
on the supposedly no-wax floors, the furniture does not mark
up the floor.”

"So in the long run these no wax low maintenance floors
turned out to be high maintenance after all,” commented Su-
perintendent Chris Baldwin.  

Gibbs could not comment on possible future litigation due
to this issue. The county manager will have to answer that
question. 

Health care benefits sought for VIP Program employees
In October 2021, the VIP After School Program received
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MMS construction is nearing completion

Vietnam Veterans Day commemmorated in downtown Franklin
Brittney Lofthouse
Contributing Writer

“Never again shall one
generation of veterans abandon
another”

The Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 994, also
known as the Nat Henry Chap-
ter 994, hosted the annual Viet-
nam Veterans Day celebration
on Saturday, March 26, begin-
ning parade that began at the
Franklin Town Hall and pro-
ceeded up Main Street before
finishing at the Town Gazebo. 

Leigh Holbrooks, director of
Macon County Veterans Serv-
ices was the featured guest
speaker. In addition, The White
Sisters performed special music
and Bernie Coulson, presented
information on the VVA Chapter
994 Photo Project.   

Vietnam Veterans Day com-
memorates the sacrifices of Viet-
nam veterans and their families
and is part of a national effort to
recognize the men and women
who were denied a proper wel-
come upon returning home more than 40
years ago.

The Vietnam War Veterans Recognition

Act, signed into law in 2017, designates
March 29 of each year as National Vietnam
War Veterans Day. March 29 was chosen be-

cause on that day in 1973, the last combat
troops were withdrawn from Vietnam and
the last prisoners of war held in North Viet-

nam arrived on American soil. It
is also the date President Richard
Nixon chose for the first Vietnam
Veterans Day in 1974.

Locally, since 2009, the Macon
County Vietnam veterans have
recognized their fellow Vietnam
veterans and their families with
the parade and ceremony, espe-
cially those who made the
supreme sacrifice of giving their
lives during the Vietnam conflict. 

It is estimated that nearly
60,000 servicemen lost their
lives, including the nearly 1,600
now considered missing in ac-
tion. Approximately nine million
actively served during the Viet-
nam War era and it is estimated
that about seven million are still
living today. 

White crosses representing and
honoring the 79 Maconians who
gave their lives in the Vietnam
War are always lined up in rows
in front of the county courthouse
during the annual celebration. 

While Vietnam Veterans Day is
now recognized around the coun-
try, Macon County veterans led
the charge, with the help of for-

mer North Carolina Congressman Heath
Shuler, to have Vietnam Veterans Day for-
mally recognized as a national holiday.

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 994 led the parade in downtown Franklin on Saturday to honor the service men and
women who served or were lost in the Vietnam War. The Vietnam War Veteran Recognition Act was signed in 2017 desig-
nating March 29 as National Vietnam War Veterans Day. On that day in 1973, the last combat troops were withdrawn from
Vietnam and the last known prisoners of war landed on American soil. For more photos, see page 12. Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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a North Carolina Early Childhood Sus-
tainability grant. The grant runs
through September 2023. The grant
contains specific items that could be
implemented with the grant money.
One item is offering health insurance
and other benefits to VIP employees.
Lenora Clifton, Macon County Schools
VIP & SEC Director, completed a sur-
vey with VIP employees, and found
nine employees that are interested in
taking the health insurance if it is of-
fered. 

Clifton would like to offer Health in-
surance to VIP Staff using the North
Carolina Early Childhood Sustainabil-
ity Grant that they have received. 

If it is possible to offer the health in-
surance, the grant money will pay the monthly cost for
health insurance for each employee that is interested. When
the grant expires in 2023, Clifton hopes that the state will
continue to provide money to sustain the health insurance
coverage. However, if the funding is not available at that
time to continue to offer paid health coverage, VIP em-
ployees could continue the insurance coverage by paying
the fees. 

VIP employees have signed a statement saying that they
understand the terms. VIP staff will be responsible to pay
out of pocket monthly for the deductibles, depending on the
coverage that they decide to take out.

Other business
Dr. Baldwin gave a shout out to the Highlands Girl's Bas-

ketball Team for their successful season, winning the Cham-
pionship in their conference.  He also stated that the UNIFY
March Madness at Franklin High School was a tremendous
and successful event. This was the fourth year that this event
has been held and it is well received in the community.

Spring break will begin at 3 p.m. on Friday, April 8, and
run through Friday, April 15.  Students will return to school
on Monday, April 18.

The next school board meeting will be held on April 25,
at the Macon County Administrative office. 

The scope of work being done on Macon Middle School includes the addi-
tion of a locker room facility, roof repairs, wall assembly, cabinet and win-
dow replacements, interior finishes such as paint and restroom partitions,
HVAC replacement, and plumbing updates.             Photos by Vickie Carpenter

SCHOOL BOARD
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(828) 524-9061    Siler Rd. 441 South, Franklin, NC

In conjunction with our partners!

Railroad in WNC virtual program offered
A free online program hosted by the N.C.

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
will examine the history of the railroad in
Western North Carolina.

It is widely recognized that the railroad
opened the mountain region to the outside
world, but few realize the Western
North Carolina Railroad between Sal-
isbury and Murphy was built prima-
rily with convict labor.

An estimated 95% of the laborers
who built the railroad in the region in
the late 1870s were inmates of the
North Carolina Penitentiary system
—  and at least 98% of them were
African American. A memorial to
these laborers was recently unveiled
at Andrews Geyser near Old Fort.

This free virtual program will be
presented by Dr. Daniel Pierce and
Ashley McGhee Whittle on Thurs-
day, March 31, from 6:30-8 p.m.

Pierce is UNC Asheville’s Interdis-
ciplinary Distinguished Professor of
the Mountain South and a western North Car-
olina native. He received his B.S. in Educa-
tion from Western Carolina University, M.A.
in History from the University of Alabama,
and Ph. D. in History from the University of
Tennessee. He is the founding member of the
RAIL Project and Steering Community Chair.

Whittle received her B.A. in History from
UNC Asheville in 2016. She worked in the
Archives and Museum Services program at
Biltmore House before returning to UNCA
where she is an assistant archivist at the Ram-
sey Library Special Collections. She is cur-

rently pursuing a Master’s of Library and
Information Science degree.

To register and attend via Zoom, visit
ncdcr.gov and look for upcoming virtual pro-
grams. For questions, call (828) 250-3105,
email jeff.futch@ncdcr.gov, or visit
www.ncdcr.gov.

The Western North Carolina Railroad between Salisbury
and Murphy was built primarily with convict labor, in-
cluding a considerable number of African Americans.
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Macon among the 73 counties that has seen growth since 2020 
The 2021 county population estimates from the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau are the first set of population estimates based on
the 2020 Census. Here’s what the new data tells us about how
North Carolina counties have changed in the year following
the Census.

73 NC counties have grown since 2020
North Carolina grew by 112,000 people or 1.1% between

April 1, 2020, and July 1, 2021, faster than the national rate
of 0.1%. According to the estimates, 73 North Carolina coun-
ties grew in the 15 months following the Census.

The counties with the fastest-growth were coastal coun-
ties or Triangle suburbs: both Brunswick and Currituck had
an estimated population increase of 5.5%, followed by John-
ston (4.9%), Camden and Franklin (4.6%), and Pender
(4.3%).

Other counties with growth above the state rate included:
• Dare, Carteret, and New Hanover on the coast
• Suburbs around Mecklenburg (Lincoln, Iredell, Cabar-

rus, Union, and Gaston)
• Wake County and other Triangle suburbs and exurbs

(Chatham, Harnett, Granville)
• Moore, Hoke, and Lee counties
• The western counties of Clay, Macon, and Cherokee, as

well as Yancey, Madison, and Polk
Macon County tallied a 1.5% change from 37,014 to

37,564, a difference of 550; and 816 net migration. The value
for net migration includes the “residual” population change
that the U.S. Census Bureau could not directly attribute to
births, deaths or migration.

Counties with estimated population losses are concen-
trated in the (non-coastal) east, with the counties experienc-
ing the largest percentage losses—Bertie (-2.4%),
Northampton (-2.0%), and Hyde (-1.8%)—in the northeast.
Another cluster of counties with population losses—Cald-
well, Surry, Wilkes, and Yadkin—is in the northwest.

84 counties had more deaths than births
Between April 1, 2020, and July 1, 2021, North Carolina

had natural decrease—or more deaths than births—for the
first time. This reflects the combined impacts of population
aging and the pandemic, which decreased births and in-
creased deaths. This means that the state’s population growth
over this period was entirely due to more people moving into

the state than moving away (net migration).
Eighty-four North Carolina counties had more deaths than

births. The county with the largest difference between deaths
and births was Brunswick (-1,509), a leading retirement des-
tination, followed by Buncombe (-1,159) and Henderson (-
971) in the west.

The 16 counties with births than deaths were primarily in
major metropolitan areas (Charlotte, the Triangle, and the
Triad) or the military-associated counties of Onslow, Cum-

berland, and Hoke. While both Guilford and Forsyth had
more births than deaths, the small margins—52 and 9, re-
spectively—suggest these counties could see natural de-
crease later in the decade.

For four of these 16 counties—Mecklenburg, Onslow,
Cumberland, and Durham—natural increase was the only
source of growth; they all had estimated net out-migration.
This is a common pattern for Onslow and Cumberland but
represents a divergence from pre-pandemic trends for Meck-
lenburg and Durham.

Most counties grew from net in-migration
Seventy-nine North Carolina counties had more people

move in than move away since the 2020 Census. In four of
the five fastest-growing counties, net migration was either
the only source of growth (Brunswick, Currituck, and
Franklin) or accounted for virtually all population growth
(Camden, with 2 more births than deaths). Broadly, the data
suggest a potential “pandemic migration” to suburbs/exurbs
and coastal/mountain counties; we’ll need more years of
data to understand how much these patterns persist.

21 NC counties with net out-migration 
since 2020 Census
The 21 North Carolina counties with net out-migration

were primarily in the eastern and Sandhills regions of the
state, with two notable exceptions: Mecklenburg and
Durham. Both Mecklenburg and Durham had large esti-
mated in-flows of international migrants but even larger out-
flows of individuals leaving for other counties and states.

These out-migrations contributed to slower growth for
Mecklenburg (0.6%) and Durham (0.4%); both counties
grew more slowly than the state overall. This contrasts with
their population growth rankings last decade. Like the pan-
demic migration mentioned above, whether this is a single
year aberration due to the pandemic or a multi-year trend is
unknown until more data is obtained.

Foreign-born population trends: 
Impact of COVID-19
The U.S. has been a popular destination for immigrants

from across the globe since the 1820s. According to the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s records, approximately 86
million immigrants received lawful permanent residency be-
tween 1820 and 2019.

In recent years, we have seen slowing growth across the
entire immigrant population. Data from the Migration Pol-
icy Institute shows that the increase from 2017 to 2018 was
much lower than the previous year, and that growth re-
mained flat from 2018 to 2019.  This continued into the pan-
demic – the U.S. Census Bureau noted that the net
international migration from 2020 to 2021 was the lowest it
had been in decades, due to border closures and a reduction
in the number of green cards given out to workers.

With an aging population, generally declining fertility, and
increased mortality rates due to the pandemic, future popu-
lation growth of the United States is increasingly dependent
on continued immigration. In recent months, both the head
of the Richmond Federal Reserve and the head of the Min-
neapolis Federal Reserve have spoken out about the need
for more immigrants to ease the labor shortage. An analysis
by researchers at the University of California-Davis indi-
cates that there are about 2 million fewer working-age im-
migrants than there would have been had trends pre-2020
continued.

What does this mean for North Carolina?
Between 2010 and 2020, about 70% of North Carolina's

population growth was from net migration, meaning more
people moving here than moving away. About one-quarter of
these net gains from migration--18% of all North Carolina's
population growth--was from international migration. Be-
tween 2020 and 2021, North Carolina experienced natural
decrease (more deaths than births) for the first time; net mi-
gration was the only source of growth over the year. At the
same time, net international migration fell significantly.

Due to population aging and lower fertility rates, net mi-
gration is expected to be the primary (and potentially only)
source of growth for North Carolina. Sustained lower rates
of immigration to the United States would likely translate
to lower than expected population growth in North Carolina
in the coming decade.

Source: Carolina Demography

North Carolina was among the states that saw growth higher
that the national average at 1.1%.
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Settlement announced in lawsuit on revocation 
of licenses for not paying traffic court debts 
Over the next 60 days the North Carolina

Division of Motor Vehicles (NCDMV) will
be contacting by mail and email more than
185,000 drivers whose licenses were revoked
for their failure to pay fines, penalties, and
court costs. Those drivers will be informed in
a special notice about their ability under
North Carolina General Statute § 20-24.1 to
have the NCDMV lift those revocations if the
sentencing court finds their failure to pay was
not willful and was instead due to their in-
ability to afford the amount due. A driver may
make this showing of inability to pay by filing
with the sentencing court a motion for relief
from fines and fees. The NC Administrative
Office of the Courts has created a template
motion that can be used for this purpose:
Form AOC-CR-415. For a six-month period
following the announcement of the settle-
ment, the NCDMV will mail a copy of this
template motion to drivers upon request.
The NCDMV has also revised the official

notice it will send to drivers who will face fu-
ture license revocations for failure to pay
court debt. The revised notice will inform
drivers that North Carolina General Statute §
20-24.1 permits them to prevent the revoca-
tion of their license by filing with the sen-
tencing court a motion for relief from fines

and fees. Previously, the NCDMV revocation
notice indicated that full payment of the
amount of fines, penalties and court costs due
was the only option to prevent an indefinite
driver’s license suspension.
The NCDMV agreed to these changes as

part of a settlement of a class-action lawsuit
filed in May 2018. The written settlement
agreement, including the special and revised
notices, as well as an advisement of Section
20-24.1 rights, will be made available on the
NCDMV’s website (www.ncdot.gov/dmv),
and at local NCDMV offices, and in the North
Carolina Driver Handbook.
The NCDMV has also agreed that it will

help fund a North Carolina legal advocacy or-
ganization’s creation, monitoring, and ad-
ministration of a help and resources website,
where the public can access informational
videos, written explanatories and forms, and
other best practices materials on how to pre-
vent or remove a license suspension for non-
payment from their record, as well as pro
bono resources that may be able to provide
representation to the public to help prevent or
remove suspensions for non-payment from
their record. 
Individuals with questions may contact

www.resolvetrafficdebtNC.org.
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MARCH 20 -
APRIL 22, 2022
First Day of Spring - Earth Day

SAT, MARCH 26 • 5PM

HIKER BASH
at Currahee Brewing Co.

FRI, APRIL 1 • 3PM

28TH ANNIVERSARY 
HIKER FEST
at Three Eagles Outfitters

SAT, APRIL 2 • 12-2PM

NANTAHALA HIKING CLUB’S 
THRU HIKER CHOWDOWN
at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

FRI, APRIL 8 • 5PM

FOOD, FIX & BREWS
at Outdoor 76

SAT, APRIL 9 • 3PM

HIKER HUNGER GAMES 
& GOODER GROVE’S 
GROOVY GATHERING
at Gooder Grove Hostel

SAT, APRIL 15 • 6PM

AT110 FEST
Benefiting Mainspring Conservation Trust 
at the Rathskeller Coffee Haus & Pub

SAT, APRIL 22 • 6PM

OUTDOOR MUSIC JAM & 
GEAR EXCHANGE
at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

ATmile110.com

MACON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY’S
“WALKING WITH SPRING” SERIES OF FILMS 
& PROGRAMS COMPLEMENTS FRANKLIN’S
AT MILE 110 CELEBRATION. FOR MORE INFO,
PLEASE CALL THE LIBRARY 828-524-3600.

A Designated AT Community at Mile 110

Follow Us

Endangered squirrels still flying high at Grandfather Mountain 
It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s a Carolina

northern flying squirrel!
This past February, researchers with the

N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, N.C.
Division of Parks and Recreation and Grand-
father Mountain Stewardship Foundation
conducted their annual population count of
one of North Carolina’s endangered species
found on Grandfather Mountain: the Car-
olina northern flying squirrel.
During the Wildlife Commission’s recent

study on the mountain, the state agency was
able to identify five Carolina northern flying
squirrels using a series of nest boxes along a
transect line. The researchers monitor trends
in occupancy, or “presence/absence” of fly-
ing squirrels that exist on the mountain based
on the squirrels they find in their studies.
They then use this data to examine trends in
occupancy over time.
Currently, up-to-date monitoring data are

not available to the public. However, John
Caveny, director of education and natural re-
sources with the Grandfather Mountain
Stewardship Foundation, the nonprofit or-
ganization that owns and operates the
Linville, N.C., nature park, has participated
in the studies for the past several years and
said that, on average, it is typical to find six
to 10 squirrels during one of these studies.
“For the most part, it is safe to say that our

population at Grandfa-
ther Mountain is stable,”
Caveny said.
The number of squir-

rels detected annually
has varied throughout the study. This is due
in part to the fact that northern flying squir-
rels have multiple den sites and may not be
using a nest box on the day of the survey. Bi-
ologists suspect a variety of factors influence
use of boxes, including recent weather and
food availability. Imperfect detection of a
rare, elusive, nocturnal species often requires
multiple survey and monitoring techniques.
NCWRC biologists supplement the nest box
monitoring with acoustic monitoring that
uses an automated recording unit to record
the vocalizations of flying squirrels.  
As part of the winter nest box monitoring,

researchers gently coax the squirrel out of a
nest box, which the squirrels use for denning
and rearing their young, and into a mesh bag.
They then measure the squirrel’s hindfoot
length in order to verify if it is a Carolina
northern flying squirrel, whose feet are
longer than the more common southern fly-
ing squirrel.
Moreover, the range of the northern

species is restricted to high-elevation forests,
while southern flying squirrels are more
commonly found in lower elevations. North-
ern flying squirrels have bright cinnamon-
brown colored fur and a cape of loose skin
that stretches from their wrists to ankles, al-
lowing them the ability to glide through the
air. Other features that set the northern flying
squirrel apart include bicolored belly hairs
(gray and white) and the fact that these squir-
rels weigh nearly twice as much as their
southern counterparts.
Biologists also examine the color of the

squirrel’s tail, which indicates its age, and
they also verify its weight, sex and repro-

ductive condition. All five of the squirrels
that the researchers found were male, which
is not unusual given that the study is con-
ducted during one of the squirrel’s breeding
periods when males are particularly active.
As a distinct sub-species of the more

commonly found northern flying squirrel,
which thrives in the boreal forests of
Canada, the Carolina northern flying squir-
rel is a species that plays a critical role in
determining the health of its environment.
These squirrels are known as an indicator
species, meaning that the health of this pop-
ulation of squirrels corresponds with the
health of the forest as a whole.
“This species is only found in the spruce-

fir forest and northern hardwood forests,”
Caveny said. “Spruce-fir forests are the sec-
ond most endangered forest community in
the U.S. If we lose these forests, then we
lose these squirrels. What population trends
can help show us is if there is something
going on in that habitat, such as an invasive
species like the balsam woolly adelgid
that’s killing trees that the squirrels den in
or some other invasive species that is out-
competing them for the food sources they
have.” 
The Carolina northern flying squirrel per-

petuates its own forest habitat. Unlike other
species of squirrel that help populate the
forests’ trees and other plants by burying
acorns and seeds, the Carolina northern fly-
ing squirrel does so by primarily feeding on
and spreading truffles, a type of fungi that is
found on the roots of trees.
These fungi are a critical organism that

trees use as a source of water, while the
fungi themselves use the trees as a source
for sugar. As the squirrels eat the outer shell
of the truffle, they inadvertently consume
and then pass the undigested spores from
the truffle throughout the forest in a way

Left: Researchers with the NCWRC search for Carolina northern flying squir-
rels in nest boxes on Grandfather Mountain. 
Above: NCWRC wildlife biologist Christine Kelly holds a Carolina northern
flying squirrel during the agency’s annual population count on Grandfather
Mountain.         Photos by H Patton | Grandfather Mountain Stewardship Foundation
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that only flying squirrels can.
As one of Grandfather Moun-

tain’s 72 threatened or endan-
gered species, the Carolina
northern flying squirrel has been
studied at Grandfather Mountain
since the 1990s. The species was
first discovered in North Car-
olina in the 1950s and later
listed as federally endangered in
1985. The Carolina northern fly-
ing squirrel is only found in nine
locations throughout Western
North Carolina, Eastern Ten-
nessee and Southwest Virginia.
The species was identified at

Grandfather Mountain once re-
search expanded beyond Mt.
Mitchell, Roan Mountain and
the Great Smoky Mountains
after it was classified endan-
gered. Ever since, staff from
Grandfather Mountain and
Grandfather Mountain State
Park have assisted in research. 
To learn more about the en-

dangered species that exist on Grandfather
Mountain, visit www.grandfather.com/pro-
tecting-endangered-species.
The nonprofit Grandfather Mountain

Stewardship Foundation strives to inspire

conservation of the natural world by helping
guests explore, understand and value the
wonders of Grandfather Mountain. For more
information, call 800-468-7325, or visit
www.grandfather.com to book a trip.

As one of Grandfather Mountain’s 72 threatened or endan-
gered species, the Carolina northern flying squirrel has been
studied at Grandfather Mountain since the 1990s.  

Photo by Clifton Avery | N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission

Grandfather Mt. sees average weather 
February 2022 saw average winter weather

on Grandfather Mountain, according to data
recorded at the park’s official National
Weather Service reporting stations.
The coldest day recorded last month, Feb.

5, saw a temperature of 8° Fahrenheit, with a
wind chill of -20.2. The lowest temperature
ever observed on Grandfather Mountain in
the month of February (not counting wind
chill) was -19° on Feb.
25, 1967.
The warmest tempera-

ture recorded last month
was 57° on Feb. 24,
seven degrees shy of the
mountain’s record Febru-
ary high of 64°, observed
Feb. 22, 1977, and Feb.
15 and 16, 1989. 
The average high tem-

perature for February
2022 was 41.3°, with an
average low of 25.7°, for
a mean of 33.5 °.
On Feb. 19, the

weather station near the
Mile High Swinging
Bridge recorded a wind
gust of 83.4 mph, along
with a sustained wind speed of 73.3 mph.
The station noted six days in February with
wind gusts higher than 60 mph. The highest
gust ever recorded on Grandfather Mountain
was 124 mph, observed Feb. 25, 2019.
The station reported 6.07 inches of precip-

itation in February 2022, while observations
recorded near the park’s Nature Museum saw
5.65 inches. Precipitation is also measured at
the latter location, as high winds can make it

difficult to record accurate observations at the
top.
The mountain’s rainiest February was

recorded in 1998, when 13.2 inches were ob-
served near the bridge. The driest February
on record was observed in 1968, when .81 of
an inch was recorded.
The park counted 16 total days of precipi-

tation for February 2022, seven days short of

the record 23 days in 1964 and 1986. The
rainiest day last month was Feb. 4, when 1.36
inches were recorded at the top. The rainiest
day on record for February was Feb. 2, 1965,
when the weather station observed 4.7
inches.
For more information on weather at

Grandfather Mountain, visit https://grandfa-
ther.com/visit/plan-your-visit/real-time-
weather/.

Grandfather Mountain experienced average winter weather in Feb-
ruary 2022, according to data from the National Weather Service
recording station located near the Mile High Swinging Bridge. 

Photo by Monty Combs | Grandfather Mountain Stewardship Foundation
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Mission Health updates 
its visitation restrictions
As of March 29, all Mission Health hospitals have re-

viewed and updated visitor restrictions. As COVID-19
cases and hospitalizations continue to decrease, we are now
at a Level I visitation policy. This means two healthy visi-
tors are allowed per inpatient during the regular visitor
hours of 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. and one guest may remain
overnight. In an effort to keep everyone safe, we will still
require that all patients, visitors, and employees be masked
in all public and patient care areas of Mission Health hos-
pitals. Visitors younger than 12 will require administration
permission.
Due to the limited space in some of the physician prac-

tice waiting rooms and to ensure the safety of our patients,
visitors in our practices and clinics may still be limited. All
visitors two years of age and older must be masked
throughout the entire visit. Visitors should review symp-
toms of COVID-19 and be able to attest to screening neg-
ative.
Mission Health uses established protocols to care for pa-

tients with infectious diseases and follows CDC guidelines
related to COVID-19 cases, including isolating the patients
and taking steps to ensure the safety of our patients, em-
ployees and visitors. As a precaution, only one visitor will
still be allowed for COVID-19-positive patients or with pa-
tients awaiting a COVID-19 test result. Proper PPE [Per-
sonal Protective Equipment] will be required for all
visitors. Electronic devices are available upon request to
assist with virtual visitation.

AMC focuses on community engagement in March
Clint Kendall
Angel Medical Center CNO/CEO

March is a time of year that signifies re-
newal and calls for celebration. In the world of
healthcare, we acknowledge several special
highlights this month. 
I believe our community has much to cele-

brate — specifically who we are and what we
have done in the face of this harrowing storm
called COVID-19 — which we are still weath-
ering. 
I very much hope that we are seeing the end

of this battle with COVID, but without vacci-
nation, masking when appropriate, and good
hand hygiene, we still have a high risk for variants and
spikes in the COVID numbers. Throughout the pandemic,
our community physicians and healthcare providers worked
tirelessly to serve our community. On March 30th, we cel-
ebrate Physicians (Doctors) Day, a special time devoted to
honoring the important role physicians fulfill in both car-
ing for their patients and supporting the families and loved
ones of patients. 
The pandemic has touched the work of physicians in a

profound way, making it even more challenging. Our physi-
cians have consistently risen to every challenge set before
them, however, and we should all be so grateful. Thank you,
physicians, for everything you do for Angel Medical Cen-
ter and Macon County.
First and foremost, our physicians allow our patients to

receive care that is close to home. Continuous investment in
AMC’s growth and our community’s health is required to
make this possible. Community input is a critical compo-
nent in this process. There are many ways for the hospital
to partner with our community that benefit both community
members and the entire AMC team. 
A focus for 2022 that we are excited about is venturing

beyond the bricks and mortar of our hospital to connect with
our community in two key ways. The first is our Patient and
Family Advisory Council (PFAC). Council members are
community members who have either been patients here at
AMC or have family members who were cared for here.
Their meetings with hospital staff will focus on continually
reviewing our processes in an effort to make AMC even
more patient and family-friendly. The PFAC will review pa-
tient experience data and hospital processes to help ensure
that we are providing the level of care that our community
deserves. 
A second group we’re forming is the Community En-

gagement Group. They will both counsel us on how we can
better engage with the community and advise us on ways
that we can better support the community. We are very en-
thusiastic about launching both of these initiatives and are
seeking community members to participate. If participating
in one of the groups sounds appealing to you, we’d appre-
ciate your help. Simply email me at Clint.Kendall@hca-
healthcare.com and I’ll make certain your name is place in

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

Quality Care for a Healthy Life

MOUNTAIN 
MEDICAL 

DIRECTORY

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!

the hat.
Another part of AMC being a good neigh-

bor is doing all we can to improve the health
of our community through education. 
The other major health awareness theme

for March is that it’s Colorectal Cancer
Awareness month. About 1 in 25 people will
be diagnosed with colorectal cancer, and risk
factors include age, having a family history
of colorectal cancer, a personal history of
polyps, lifestyle factors such as eating a diet
that’s deficient in fiber and fruits and vegeta-
bles, high alcohol consumption, and tobacco
use. Health conditions like obesity and in-
flammatory bowel disease (IBD) also raise

your risk. African Americans are also more likely to be di-
agnosed with colorectal cancer. 
You’ve got several options for colorectal cancer testing,

including  a noninvasive test that analyzes a stool sample for
hidden blood and altered DNA, and colonoscopy, a mini-
mally invasive screening that is both a test and treatment (if
needed for polyp removal) in one. It’s recommended that
adults 45 years and older get a colonoscopy every 10 years,
or as directed by their provider. 
March is also National Nutrition Month, and we all know

that what we eat greatly affects our health. Moving toward
a more plant-based diet with fewer processed foods is what
is advised now, and there are delicious ways to do this. 
We at AMC wish to be a good neighbor in all sorts of

ways. In addition to delivering care to our community, pro-
viding health education to you is most important. I plan in
subsequent columns to touch on topics that impact com-
munity health, as I did last month when I talked about
healthcare disparities. It’s important for everyone to stay in-
formed about these problems and the gaps that exist. Only
through doing all we can to care for everyone in this com-
munity equally can we realize our mission.

Clint Kendall, FACHE, MBA, MSN, BSN, RN, is Chief
Executive Officer/Chief Nursing Officer of Angel Medical
Center. He started his career as a nurse, and that perspec-
tive still informs his work and passion for the patient expe-
rience. Clint holds a Master’s Degree in Business
Administration, Nursing, and Health Care Management
from the University of Phoenix, and a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing from Western Carolina University. He comes to
Angel Medical Center from Andalusia, Alabama, where he
served as Chief Executive Officer of Andalusia Health, part
of LifePoint Health. He oversaw the management and
strategic planning for a 113-bed acute care facility there,
and led Andalusia Physician Services as well, after serving
in leadership roles at LifePoint facilities in Richlands, Vir-
ginia and Henderson, North Carolina. Clint has also earned
the Certified Professional in Patient Safety (CPPS) certifi-
cation, and is a member of the American College of Health-
care Executives (ACHE), the American Organization of
Nurse Executives (AONE), and the American Nurses Asso-
ciation (ANA).

Clint Kendall
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SCC, NC Wesleyan sign transfer agreement
North Carolina Wesleyan College

(NCWC), located in Rocky Mount, re-
cently signed an agreement that will help
qualified graduates of Southwestern Com-
munity College (SCC) transfer to NCWC.
The agreement aims to provide seamless
transfer for students who enroll at NCWC
following completion of their two-year de-
gree at SCC.
“We’re pleased to offer this new oppor-

tunity for our students,” said Dr. Don
Tomas, SCC’s President. “Helping our stu-
dents succeed is our top priority, and North
Carolina Wesleyan College offers a wide
variety of career paths to help students do
just that.”
The agreement is the newest in a long list

of SCC’s tranfer agreements, and will en-
hance and expand the educational opportu-
nities of Associate in Arts, Associate in
Fine Arts, Associate in Science and Asso-
ciate in Applied Science graduates by offering SCC gradu-
ates access to the benefits of the Wesleyan Works program,
pre-admission advising, generous transfer credit and a clear
definition of the transfer of courses from SCC to NCWC. 
This MOU allows SCC Associate in Applied Science stu-

dents to transfer an additional 15 hours of general education
credits for a total of 75 transfer credits.
“NCWC is excited for this new partnership with South-

western Communtiy College which recognizes the value of a

community college education. This part-
nership will provide SCC graduates with
flexible transfer opportunities to complete
their four-year degree, in a supportive en-
vironment similar to their experience in
their associate’s program,” stated Katie Far-
rell, Associate Dean of Adult & Profes-
sional Studies at NCWC. “Our goal has
always been to support the community col-
lege mission and provide their graduates
with a convenient and affordable transfer
pathways.” 
Students who graduate from SCC and

transfer under this agreement may select
any of NCWC’s programs of study or may
transfer to the college’s Adult and Profes-
sional Studies program, taking advantage
of the Wesleyan Works program. Students
are required to maintain a minimum GPA
of 2.0 and be in good academic standing.
The agreement brings NCWC within the

reach of SCC students who may not have otherwise been able
to attend the College.
Wesleyan Works is a transfer program designed for com-

munity college students who plan to continue their education
at NCWC. Students who participate in Wesleyan Works will
have access to academic advising and financial aid counsel-
ing through NCWC, as well as access to events on the Col-
lege’s main campus. The program is ideal for students who
would like to attend NCWC’s evening or online programs.

Dr. Don Tomas is President of South-
western Community College, which
signed a transfer agreement with
North Carolna Wesleyan College.

SCC’s C-STEP program is accepting future Tar
Heels; deadline for high school seniors is April 1 
More than 250 miles sepa-

rate Southwestern Commu-
nity College’s Jackson
Campus from UNC Chapel
Hill.
For area residents dreaming

of attending the state’s oldest
public university, a growing
program at SCC brings a Car-
olina degree within reach.
Now in its fourth year at

Southwestern, the Carolina-
Student Transfer Excellence
Program (C-STEP) is de-
signed to guarantee admission
to UNC from community col-
leges around the state. SCC is
now accepting current high
school seniors to join the fall
C-STEP cohort with a dead-
line of April 1.
SCC’s first two C-STEP

graduates – Puja Patel and
Trevor Cole - are currently
working toward their degrees
in Chapel Hill.
“The University of North

Carolina may feel like it’s a long distance away, but this
program can make it a reality for high school seniors who
graduate this May and come to Southwestern this fall,” said
SCC C-STEP advisor Deanne Oppermann. “Besides ensur-
ing admission to UNC, C-STEP saves students a lot of
money because the first two years at Southwestern are ex-
ponentially more affordable. Plus, this is a great place to get

acclimated to college life before moving halfway across the
state.”
Once students have transferred to UNC, the C-STEP pro-

gram continues to provide transition and support services.
For more information about C-STEP, visit www.South-

westernCC.edu/cstep or contact Oppermann at
828.339.4298 or deanne@southwesterncc.edu.

C-STEP program coordinator Deanne Oppermann (center) is shown here with Trevor Cole (left)
and Puja Patel – the first two SCC students to complete the program and transfer to UNC Chapel
Hill. The deadline to join SCC’s fall cohort for this program is April 1.

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

BBQ DINNER 
with County Commissioner Candidate,

DANNY REITMEIER
Thursday, March 31 • 5-7pm
at Macon County Community Bldg.
No Cost for Dinner, Donations Appreciated.

Paid for by Friends of Reitmeier for County Commissioner

Missing since
the weekend 

of Feb. 19
off Dowdle

Mountain Road.

Goes by 
Monkey or
Monk Monk.

Please help
bring her home.

CALL
919-800-9169
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Letters to the EditorWhat’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

I attended the recent broad-
band meeting that Senator
Corbin and Representative
Gillespie hosted two weeks
ago.  There was a strong
turnout of people throughout
Western North Carolina where
broadband accessibility is a
vital issue. Just in Macon
County we had people from
Otto and Nantahala in atten-
dance. These communities have
been working hard to improve broadband connectivity.
Our representatives are to be commended for putting on
this meeting.

For years, communications companies have ascer-
tained that it’s not economically feasible to run fiber lines
to these rural and remote areas.  Now with over a billion
dollars in state and federal funds available, the prospect
of acquiring service for these distant areas has changed.
The head of NC Broadband spoke at the meeting about
how grants will be available across the state this spring.  

I am glad this critical issue has now been addressed at
the federal and state level through funds coming prima-
rily from the recently passed infrastructure bill.  The goal
is to have 98% of the country connected to fiber by the
end of 2025.

The 2025 target date is very optimistic.  From our ex-
perience with building the Highlands fiber network, it
will take more like 4 to 6 years to connect everyone.
Once grants are secured, network designs and specifica-
tions have to be completed before actual construction can
begin. Our fiber project experienced delays in procuring
fiber optic cabling, not to mention weather and COVID
work slowdowns.  With this impending network con-
struction boom, I foresee supply shortages and inflated
prices causing major challenges. 

A number of providers were at the meeting.  All are
very interested in these government grants for under-
served communities.  When Highlands first started our
fiber project about seven years ago, we sent out a request
for information and interviewed a number of these com-
panies.  Not to be critical, but given the economics back
then,  some providers were not as confident as now about
fiber network construction outside large service areas.  It
is gratifying to know many of these concerns have now
been resolved.

What caught my attention was that the federal govern-
ment wants fiber networks to be the standard. Wireless

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11
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Absentee ballots request
March 28-May 10

Request forms at www.maconnc.org or
www.ncsbe.gov or by calling (828)349-2034 or email
Macon.boe@ncsbe.gov.

Voter Registration Deadline 
Friday, April 22 at 5 p.m.

Same day registration is possible only during
one-stop voting.

One-Stop Voting - Franklin 
April 28-May 14

Robert C. Carpenter Community Building
Hours Mon-Fri, 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

One-Stop Voting - Highlands 
April 28-May 14

Highlands Civic Center, 600 N 4th St.
Hours Mon-Fri, 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Primary Election Day
Tuesday, May 17

Voters will cast ballots at their respective precincts.
Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Contact the Macon County Board of Elections at
(828)349-2034 or visit www.maconnc.org/elections. 

Voter information for 
May 17 Primary Election

Still good people doing good things
Two Tuesdays ago, March 15, my brother and I went for a

short hike on the Bartram Trail where you access Jones Gap.
We hiked to Jones Knob, and I recommend this hike if you
like great views. Upon returning to the parking area I found
to my chagrin that one of the sets of my keys was not with
me. I looked in my vehicle, around the house and other places
only to not find those missing keys. The only chance I could
have really was to go back to Jones Gap and Jones Knob and
search for the keys. 

With this on Saturday, March 19, I went back to the trail.
At the end of the parking area at Jones Gap is a Bartram Trail
information board with a topographic map and highlights of
where you are in relation to the surrounding area. Getting
closer with my vehicle approaching the information board I
could see something a little unusual on its side. Hanging by
a small nail head were my set of missing keys! Some kind
and thoughtful person or persons cared enough to return the
keys to where I started and hoped that someone who lost them
would come back to retrieve them.

This proves to me and I hope many other people that de-
spite all the crazy and somewhat hostile stuff going on in this
world of ours there are still good people doing good things.

My hat's off to all who were caring and thoughtful to return
the keys to where I could find them!  

Robert Wilson – Otto, N.C.

Volunteers needed for
statewide Litter Sweep 

The N.C. Department of Transportation needs volunteers
to help clean up trash along roads during the Adopt-A-High-
way Fall Litter Sweep from April 16-30. 

Each April and September, NCDOT asks volunteers to
help remove litter from roadsides. Volunteers from local
businesses, schools, nonprofits, churches, municipalities,
law enforcement and community groups play an important
role in keeping North Carolina’s roads clean. 

Volunteers can request clean-up supplies such as trash
bags, gloves and safety vests from local NCDOT county
maintenance offices. No sign up is required. 

“Last year, NCDOT and our partner organizations picked
up more than 13 million pounds of litter,” said State Road-
side Engineer David Harris. “The Litter Sweep is a great op-
portunity to keep that momentum going and get your friends
and family outdoors. Just a few hours volunteering can make
a huge difference.” 

For more information, visit ncdot.gov/littersweep or call
919-707-2970.
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and satellite systems are not encouraged through these
grants.

One may criticize Highlands for being too proactive in
beginning our fiber project seven years ago. If only we
had waited, federal and state grants may now be avail-
able.  On the other hand, our network is active, and
Hotwire is weeks away from initiating service.

Also, by leasing to Hotwire for 25 years for $10.2 mil-
lion, our construction loan of $4.6 million will be re-
couped in 12 years.  We will also be able to use lease
revenue to become a Smart Digital City.  Hotwire will in-
vest several million dollars in building the underground
portion of the network.  In the long run, this partnership
will result in no taxpayer funds being lost in our quest to
be fiber optic city. 

Our long road to becoming a fiber optic city has had
many challenges and obstacles. And yes, the town has
taken risks in making this network a reality. Many ad-
vancements in technology and services involve economic
risks. There were folks in Highlands back in 1929 who
thought that new fangled hydroelectric power plant was
a big risk too.

Nantahala-Pisgah Forest Partnership issues
objection to Forest Service management plan

The Nantahala-Pisgah Forest Partnership, which repre-
sents stakeholders from across the full spectrum of public
land interests—including recreation, forest products, con-
servation, wildlife, hunting, and fishing—has filed an Ob-
jection to the draft management plan for the Nantahala
and Pisgah National forests, which was issued earlier this
year. The Forest Service will consider this formal objec-
tion as it crafts its final management plan, which will pro-
vide a framework for how the 1.1 million acres of
Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests and their resources
will be managed for the next 20 years. 

The Partnership has collaborated with the Forest Serv-
ice for nearly a decade on this management plan. As part
of its comments on the draft forest plan in 2020, the Part-
nership stressed the importance of addressing possible
conflicts in the Plan itself and submitted language that
would help accomplish that goal. However, the latest draft
plan did not include that approach, suggesting conflicts
would be addressed on a case-by-case basis as the Plan
was implemented. The Partnership Objection contends
that this approach will substantially stall projects and
delay much-needed restoration.

The Partnership's Objection identifies these critical
areas where conflict resolution is needed in the Plan:

– Resolve conflict and increase efficiency during proj-
ect implementation by changing land allocations to pro-
tect a wide range of interests, including young forests,
wilderness areas, and eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers. The
Partnership encourages an ambitious timber strategy that
can support local communities without negatively im-
pacting important ecologically sensitive areas, especially
when coupled with controlling non-native invasive
species and addressing the road maintenance backlog.

– Along with land allocations that are sensitive to recre-
ationally important places, the plan should better provide
for sustainable recreation through improving the manage-
ment of climbing, paddling, mineral hunting, mountain
biking, equestrian use, and all Forest visitation. This will
reduce conflict between recreationists, the Forest Service,
and natural resources, while encouraging collaboration
and exceptional and sustainable visitor experiences. 

– Establish a 256,000-acre old-growth patch network
using a cap-and-trade approach that includes a process for
identifying old growth during projects. This approach

would allow the Forest Service to replace lower quality
patches of old growth with higher quality patches of old
growth, should higher quality patches be encountered dur-
ing projects. Such flexibility would reduce project-level
conflict, ensure project-level success, and, most impor-
tantly, result in a higher quality old-growth network.

– Address the concern that Natural Heritage Natural
Areas (NHNAs) could be negatively impacted by man-
agement actions without consideration for their rare or
unique values. The Plan released leaves 54,000 acres of
NHNAs potentially open to commercial timber harvest
and road building. These acres are home to ten federally
listed species, 173 state listed species, and 129 species of
conservation concern. The Partnership requests that stan-
dards be added to the Plan that further describe coordina-
tion with the Natural Heritage Program, including
guidance on how and when some Natural Area boundaries
could be re-mapped at the project level (if appropriate).

– Include collaboratively supported, ecological treat-
ments into their timber management program. The Part-
nership urges the Forest Service to be more ambitious in
creating and maintaining open forest woodland habitat,
or forest conditions where sunlight reaches the forest
floor. Such conditions support a wide variety of vegeta-
tion and tree species critical to ecological health. How-
ever, such ecological restoration treatments must be
paired with commercial timber harvests that support local
economies.

For more information on the Nantahala-Pisgah Forest
Partnership or for press inquiries, contact Ashleigh Sher-
man at ashleigh@darbycommunications.com. The Part-
nership’s full objection is available to view at
https://npforestpartnership.org/plan-revision-comments/.

About Nantahala-Pisgah Forest Partnership
In 2013, the Nantahala-Pisgah Forest Partnership was

formed by a variety of forest stakeholders to foster civic
engagement and positive guidance in creating the best
possible management plan revision for the Nantahala and
Pisgah National Forests. The Partnership strives to create
a lasting voice for innovative management and public in-
vestment in the public forests of North Carolina’s moun-
tains for the future. For more information, visit
https://npforestpartnership.org.

Deadline extended through May 4 for GREAT grants 
The N.C. Department of Information Technology (NCDIT)

has announced that qualified internet service providers and
electric membership cooperatives providing internet service
now have through May 4 to apply for up to $350 million in
grants to expand broadband infrastructure in North Carolina. 

This round of the Growing Rural Economies with Access
to Technology (GREAT) grant program uses American Res-
cue Plan Act funds to provide matching grants to broadband
providers that compete for funding to expand access to high-
speed internet service to unserved households, businesses and
farms. Organizations and counties across the state have ex-
pressed interest in participating in the GREAT Grant program,
and several have requested additional time to meet the con-
ditions required by the program’s authorizing legislation and
federal rules. 

“The grant program encourages partnerships between local
governments and broadband providers to best leverage avail-
able federal funding. We are extending the application win-
dow to allow more time for county governments and internet

service providers to create these partnerships and maximize
the benefit to North Carolina residents,” said NCDIT Secre-
tary and State Chief Information Officer James Weaver. “We
want to fund as many eligible projects as possible so more
North Carolinians can connect, learn and work online. This
extra time will allow applicants to work through the grant con-
ditions with their partners.” 

Interested applicants should continue to review the GREAT
Grant Guidance document and FAQs at www.ncbroad-
band.gov/grants/great-grant-federal/great-grant-2021-2022
and the NC OneMap GREAT Grant Mapping Tool and Online
Mapping Tool Help Document at
www.nconemap.gov/pages/broadband for any updates. 

Once all eligible GREAT Grant applications have been re-
viewed and scored, NCDIT will begin awarding grants on a
rolling basis to expedite critical broadband infrastructure proj-
ects across the state. Additional details on the GREAT Grant
can be found at www.ncbroadband.gov/grants/great-grant-
federal.

(828) 524-4588
P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road

Franklin, NC 28734

• Cat Litter    • Rice
• Laundry Detergent

• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food

Donuts with 
DANNY REITMEIER
for County Commissioner

Saturday, April 2 • 9am-11am
at Macon County Community Bldg.

Paid for by Friends of Reitmeier for County Commissioner
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Vietnam Veterans Day Saturday, March 26, 2022 

Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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ONE MONTH
UNLIMITED 
$49.95*

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

HYDRO 
MASSAGE 
IS HERE!

PACKAGES AVAILABLE
*10 minute visits.

Must Present Coupon. Exp. 4/2/22

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

Arise & Shine 
Thrift Store
Carson Community Bldg.

3001 Old Murphy Rd. • Franklin, NC
Call for Info (828) 634-0217

NEW ARRIVALS
DAILY!

SPRING HOURS: Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

NOW IN OUR 35TH YEAR!  - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDRENS CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Mon.– Fri. 10AM–6PM • Sat. 10AM–3PM

107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

BRYANT’S 
ANTIQUE MALL

Open: Mon – Sat 10am – 5pm, Sun 11am – 5pm

10114 Georgia Road • Otto, NC
(828) 524-0280
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
March 14 - 26. All suspects
are innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

March 22
Hannah Erdman, was charged with second degree tres-

pass. Deputy Cody Tiger made the arrest. 
Matthew Thomas Lockwood, was charged with being

fugitive from out of state. William D. Stamey made the ar-
rest. 
David Samuel Vinson, was charged with possession of a

schedule II controlled substance and assault inflicting seri-
ous injuries. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 

March 24
Randy Fay Prentice, was charged with felony larceny and

possession of stolen goods/property. Jordan C. Sutton made
the arrest. 
Joyce Michelle Winn, was charged with simple assault,

assault and battery and injury to personal property. Cassie J.
Shuler made the arrest. 

March 25
Jaclyn Sue Poole, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 
Sonya Watts, was charged with cyber-stalking and com-

municating threats. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 

March 26
Kymberly Jeanne Owen, was issued a true bill of indict-

ment. David Blanton made the arrest. 
Derek Gene Camp, was charged with being a habitual

felon. David Blanton made the arrest. 
Ronald Scott Jones Jr., was charged with violate a do-

mestic violence protective order. Adrian L. Mace made the
arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

March 17
Ashley Michelle Barrett, was charged with larceny/reck-

less driving and possession of marijuana/marijuana para-
phernalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 
Weston Darwin Lawrence, trafficking in opium or heroin

and maintain a dwelling for controlled substance. M.G. Pel-
licer made the arrest. 

March 18
Alfred Ato Akunor, was charged with possession of stolen

firearm, carry a concealed gun and run steady red light. R.S.

Dula made the arrest. 

March 20
William Jason Woodard, was charged with misdemeanor

larceny and drunk and disorderly. C.T. Chastain made the
arrest. 
Donald Ray Van Meter Jr., was charged with simple as-

sault. J.M. Norman made the arrest. 

March 22
Richard Kayleb Bates, was charged with larceny. R.S.

Dula made the arrest. 

March 24
Gregory Allen Rhoden, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 
Vanessa Lynnette Griffith, was charged with misdemeanor

larceny, possession of stolen goods/property and obtain
property by false pretense. C.T. Chastain made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

March 14
Desmond Jerome Williams, 24, of Whittier, was charged

with drive/allow registration plate not displayed, operate a
vehicle with no insurance, disorderly conduct and
drive/allow a motor vehicle with no registration. A secured
bond of $2,000 was set.

March 15
Patrick Allen McChesney, 37, of Marion Forrest, was

charged with assault on a female. No bond was set. 
James Robert Justice, 44, of Joe Branch Rd., Whittier, was

charged with failure to appear for failure to register as a sex
offender. No bond was set. 
Vasti Atziri Salmoran Salazar, 22, of Gorman Lane,

Fletcher, was charged with breaking or entering. No bond
was set. 

March 16
Brittney Hope Woodring, 32, of Marion Forest Rd., was

charged with simple assault. No bond was set. 
Jeremiah Eugene Justice, 42, of Firehouse Rd., Hender-

sonville, was charged with financial card fraud and uttering
a forged instrument. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

March 17
Erin Miranda White, 39, of Regal Ave., was charged with

violation of domestic violence protective order. No bond was
set. 
Pamela Kay Thompson, 63, was charged with possession

of stolen goods/property and felony larceny. No bond was
set. 
Ashley Elizabeth Schaal, 21, of Old Soco Rd., Cherokee,

was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and
felony possession of a schedule I controlled substance. No
bond was set. 
Nigel Jena, 23, of Helm Dr., Cullowhee, was charged with

larceny. No bond was set. 
Jordan Sales, 19, of Memorial Dr., Cullowhee, was

charged with larceny. No bond was set. 

March 18
Laura Surelle Henry, 49, of Bellview Park Rd., Franklin,

was charged with extradition/fugitive from other state. A
secured bond of $75,000 was set. 

March 20
Shayla Faye Trull, 23, of Locust Creek Rd., was charged

with felony probation violation. No bond was set. 
Thomas Robert Dylan, 24, of Ensley St., was charged

with misdemeanor larceny. A secured bond of $500 was
set. 

March 21
Alexandrea Nichole Carpenter, 25, of Cullowhee Mtn.

Rd., Cullowhee, was charged with shoplifting concealment
goods. Secured bond of $500 was set. 
Derek Alan Diehl, 50, of King St., was charged with

cyber stalking and stalking. A secured bond of $1,000 was
set. 

March 22
Austin Levi Ewart, 28, of Ray St., Waynesville, was

charged with communicating threats. No bond was set. 
Christopher Ian Cotterman, 38, of Sylva, was charged

with being a habitual felon. No bond was set. 

March 23
Eric Daniel Vaughn, 39, of Southeast Mimosia St., Fla.,

was charged with resisting a public officer, driving while
license revoked and unsafe movement. A secured bond of
$51,000 was set. 
Kenneth Earl Adams, 29, of Oteen Church Rd.,

Asheville, was charged with failure to appear for unsafe
lane charge and driving while impaired. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set. 
Jeremy Lee Gunter, 37, of Boo Holler Rd., Whittier, was

charged with second degree trespassing. An unsecured
bond of $500 was set. 

March 24
Errika Leah Bradley, 44, Cherokee, was charged with

misdemeanor larceny. A secured bond of $500 was set. 

March 25
Shannon Eugene Breedlove, 52, of Mill Creek Rd., Cul-

lowhee, was charged with possession of drug parapherna-
lia, possession of a scheduled IV controlled substance and
possession of a schedule III controlled substance. An un-
secured bond of $1,500 was set. 

March 26
Heather Nicole Moose, 32, of Gardina Lane, was

charged with school attendance law violation. A secured
bond of $500 was set. 
Juliane Bump, 56, of Wake Robin Dr., Cullowhee, was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, simple pos-
session of a schedule III controlled substance, simple pos-
session of a schedule II controlled substance, possession
of a controlled substance on jail premises and felony pos-
session of cocaine. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Jess Harvey Cagle, 50, of Mollybe Lane, was charged

with reconnect utility. No bond was set.

14

(828)369-6767 26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734

SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY
PER YEAR 
Includes Tax

$29.00
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Valley River Arts Guild will be offering classes for Making Pine Nee-
dle Baskets, on Saturday, April 2, 12 noon  to 3 p.m.; a class for kids,
Making A Clay Rabbit, Saturday, April 9, 10 to 11:30 a.m.; a youth class
for ages 14 to 17, Making A Treasure Keeper Yarn and Rope Basket,
on Saturday, April 9, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.; Pour Painting Class for Kids
ages 10 to 17, on Saturday, April 16, 1:30  to 3 p.m.; at Murphy Art
Cente. Classes are open to the public. For more information, call
(828)360-3038. 

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike to Siler Bald on Saturday, April 2. Hike
south on the Appalachian Trail to Snowbird Gap. Leave the meadow
and ascend to the top of the bald. Spectacular views, almost 360 de-
grees seeing Lake Nantahala, Wayah Bald and Winespring Bald.  Meet
at  Westgate Plaza  10 a.m. For more information and reservations,
call Robert Barnable (828)369-1565. 

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike on Sunday, April 3, to Larry's Rd., out
Old 64 West. FSRD 7281 is a big wide road with good views into West
Dills/Cartoogechaye communities. Must call to confirm. For more in-
formation and reservations, call Kathy Ratcliff  (828)526-6480. 

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike on Monday, April 4, to Twenty Mile
Trail in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. This hike uses three
different trails with wide and easier footing with less than 800' spread
over 9 miles with much scenery and views of waterfalls. Must call for
reservations. For reservations and information, call  Katharine Brown
(828)421-4178. 

Franklin Garden Club will meet the first Monday, April 4,  11:30 a.m.
at Fat Buddies Restaurant. All are welcome to attend. For more infor-
mation call (828) 342-6543

Foster Care Information Session will be held on Monday, April 4, from
6:30 to 8 p.m., at First Alliance Church, 31 Promise Lane.  Foster par-
ents and others will share how they help meet the needs of children
and answer questions and describe how others are helping through
adoption and serving as a resource person. To arrange free childcare,
contact Jenny Lewis at (828371-7101 or jennyimp@hotmail.com.

Cullasaja Community Club Meeting will be held on Monday, April 4,
7 p.m. at the community building. 

Trout Unlimited Chapter #373 will meet on Tuesday, April 5,  6:30 to
8 p.m., at United Methodist Church, 77 Jackson St. in Sylva. Noted
writer/fisherman Sam Johnson, author of several books and Fly Fish-
ing the Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C. section is the speaker. This meeting
is open to everyone interested in conservation and fishing.

The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission will discuss the
Commission’s recent proposed changes that would allow hunting on
three western bear sanctuaries at a meeting on April 5, at 6:30 p.m. at
Tri-County Community College in the McSwain Building Lecture Hall.
The rule change would permit limited bear hunting beginning in fall 2022
in sanctuaries in the Pisgah National Forest, Standing Indian and the
Panthertown area in the Nantahala National Forest. NC Wildlife offi-
cials indicate they support the rule change. The meeting is open to the
public for residents who are interested in attending. 

Tuckasegee Chapter of Trout Unlimited will host a roadside trash
pick-up on Thursday, April 7, 3 to 5 p.m., on South River Road and Old
Settlement Roads in Webster. Meet at the Webster Baptist Church lot.
Bags and gloves will be provided.  Find the event at https://www.face-
book.com/tuckaseigeechapter373 or email to tu.lenehan@gmail.com.

Franklin Women’s Club will meet on Friday, April 8, noon, at Fat Bud-
dies restaurant in Westgate Plaza.  Speaker will be Alisa Ashe, Exec-
utive Director of KIDS Place.  She will discuss the role KIDS Place plays
in the care and treatment of abused children, teens and youths in
Macon and Graham counties.  To RSVP, call Brenda Jacobs at 828 421
0411 .  For more information about the club, call Linda Ellison at 407
342 9654

Death Cafe will be held on Sunday, April 10,  2 to 4 p.m., Wayfarers
Unity Chapel, 182 Wayfarer Lane, Dillard, Ga. Jan Brewer, M.A., CMT,
will lead a group-directed conversation about death and dying/life and

living.  Share your fears, tears, laughter, curiosity, creativity, stories, or
lend an ear in this safe and supportive setting. For more information,
call Jan at (510)684-5555 or visit www.deathcafe.com

Maidens Chapel Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday April 16,
at 3 p.m. The hunt is free to the public. Refreshments after the hunt. The
church is located at 230 Maidens Chapel Rd. 

Macon County Schools Preschool Program is taking applications
for the 2022-2023 school year. Applications are available at the Macon
County Board of Education, Iotla Valley, Cartoogechaye and South
Macon; or email valerie.norton@macon.k12.nc.us.   Applications are
due by Wednesday, April 20.

The Coalition to stop Cruelty to all Domestic Animals will hold its
second meeting  Friday, April 22, at 6 p.m., at 189 Highlands Rd.,
Franklin.  The coalition seeks committed individuals who witness neg-
lect and/or abuse of an animal and want to help, take pictures, if pos-
sible, of the animal and email along with any questions
to:  ainc@dnet.net.  Names can be kept anonymous, if preferred.

The Town of Franklin Water/Sewer Division will have temporary road
closures through Friday, April 29, on West Palmer Street in front of the
Franklin Fire Department and on Maple Street, and the intersection of
Commerce Street and West Palmer  to improve an existing sewer line.
Signage will be in place for the closure area and detours.  Information
will be shared via social media on the Police and Fire Department
pages and will be updated on the town’s website. For more information,
call Public Works Department at (828)524-2516 x 397

Thursday Painters has moved to Mondays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main Street in Franklin. All skill lev-
els and mediums are welcome. Bring your project and supplies and a
bag lunch. For more information,  call Pat Mennenger (828)421-5194
or Uptown Gallery (828)349-4607.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited in-
person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building.  A variety
of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the afternoons for
adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-2058. 

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop just
off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Any-
one under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For more
information, call (828)342-8126. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S.  For more information, call
Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or email LarryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, April 3, 11 a.m., Bill Groves will
share on “Trusting the Universe is on Your Side.”  On Tuesday a
movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The church
is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.
For more information or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCen-
ter.com.

First Alliance Church Sunday Service will be held on April 3, at
10:30 a.m., Sunday School for all ages is held at 9:30 a.m.  Spe-
cial guest John Arnold will speak on "Do you Have Beautiful Feet?”
from Romans 10. The church is located at 31 Promise Lane (off
Womack, next door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.
For more information,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For
more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Services are also streamed on-
line on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Wor-
ship service is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church
is located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community. 

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship An inclusive faith community that
celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing jour-
neys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call
(828)342-0546.

Email your church events to maconcountynews@gmail.com 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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Lady Panthers soccer beats East Henderson 2-1 

Franklin Lady Panther Soccer overcame the East Henderson Eagles at Monday’s game,
2-1. #5 Brittany Hernandez-Molina scored the game-winning goal and was named Player
of the Game. #2 Stephanie Ortiz scored the other goal.

Photos by Patri CabeCynthia Rios Karli McMahan

Brittany Hernandez-Moliona and Stephanie Ortiz battle for the
ball. #7 Kaitlyn Riddle

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE 882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza • 441 N. Franklin, NC

WATCH FOR OUR
NEW LOCATION AT

38 Palmer Street Circle
Franklin, NC

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC

Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–8pm
Friday & Saturday 11am–9pm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

DDrriinnkkss && AAppppeettiizzeerrss 33--55PPMM

88 22 88 .. 44 22 11 .. 77 44 66 55
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

22 88  EE ..  MM AA II NN  SS TT RR EE EE TT  ••  FF RR AA NN KK LL II NN ,,  NN CC

Everything made from scratch!

YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DINING

EATING OUT
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Photography exhibit, reception at the library 
Photography by Wendy Kates will be on display in the Macon County Public Library Meeting
Room in April. A drop-in reception will be held Saturday, April 9, between 1 and 3 p.m. Kates’s
photography has been exhibited at the Everson Art Museum in Syracuse, New York, the Co-
lumbia Arts Center in Columbia, Maryland, and the Joseph Miller Abstract Photography Ex-
hibit in Northern Virginia. Kates spent the bulk of her adulthood in Chicago, Maryland, Upstate
New York and now Washington, DC, she has enjoyed vacationing for the past 50 years in
Franklin, where her husband’s family owns a vacation farm. Pictured is a photo entitled “Be-
neath the Bridge.”

Highland Games part of rich heritage  
The Highland Games as they are known, is

a celebration of Scottish heritage in the
United States.  But how and why did
these contests start? 
One claim is that the Games

originated in Ireland in 200
B.C. The Games then crossed
the water to Scotland with the
fourth or fifth migration of
the Scots into Dalriada, Ar-
gyll, and beyond. Another
claim is a display of bravery
and strength in front of the
opposing Roman army after
the invasion of Scotland in the
2nd and 3rd centuries.
Research found at “scotson-

therocksmoab.com” has led to an
intriguing idea. The Games could
have been an informal test by Scot-
tish kings and Clan Chiefs to test
the agility, cunning, and physical
strength of their clansmen.  The
victors were then awarded po-
sitions of leadership  both on
the battlefield and within the
clan.  
One example is King Mal-

colm II of Scotland pro-
posed a foot race to the
summit of the highest moun-
tain, Creag Chonnich, the
mountain the overlooks Brae-
mar. That is how the fleetest
feet in his kingdom were chosen
as messengers.
These contests may look like just

a test of brute strength, but that is a
mistaken notion.  Even the heavy
athletic competitions take much more skill
than just strength. The caber toss is a tradi-
tional Scottish athletic event in which com-
petitors toss a large tapered pole called a

"caber." In Scotland the caber is usually made
from a Larch tree and is typically 19

feet 6 inches tall and weighs 175
lbs. The contestant holds the log
by the smaller end in his
hands.  It takes precision and
timing to turn the long log in
exactly the opposite posi-
tion.  The judging is how
closely the small end of the
log represents the 12 noon
position from the competi-
tor.  
The Cowal Highland

Gathering in Dunoon (Scot-
tish Gaelic – Don O Mhain)
traces its origins in the Brae-
mar Games held by King Mal-

colm IV during the 11th century.
The Ceres in Fife are consid-

ered the longest continuous
Highland games in Scotland and
began in 1314.  One of the
biggest supporters for the High-
land Games was Queen Victo-
ria.  She formed a deep bond
with the Scottish people.
Queen Victoria set the
precedent for royalty in at-
tendance in 1818.
Features of the large

Highland Games include
competition in piping, drum-
ming, dancing, heavy athletic
competitions, foot racing, as
well we all kinds of exhibits and

entertainment related to many as-
pects of Scottish and Gaelic Cul-
ture. The Cowal Highland

Gathering, held in Dunan, annually in August,
is the largest Highland Games in the world. 

Submitted by Merrilee Bordeaux Taste of
Scotland Society

Music 
with the

Vagabonds
back at 
Macon
library 

Music with the Vagabonds at the Library Monday, April 4, 2 p.m. in the Macon County Public Li-
brary Program Room. The Vagabonds are back with tunes to share. Join them and get some
good music, good company, and plain old good fun. The library is located at 149 Siler Farm Road.
For more information, call (828)524-3600.

CAROLINA
EQUIPMENT

RReennttaall
EEqquuiippmmeenntt

((882288)) 334499--33339999

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg
&& CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
((882288)) 334499--33339900

66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344

WWee ccaann hheellpp wwiitthh::
GGrraaddiinngg &&  RRooaadd RReeppaaiirr
RRoocckk && GGrraavveell HHaauulliinngg
EExxccaavvaattiinngg •• BBaacckkhhooee

LLaanndd CClleeaarriinngg •• WWaatteerr && SSeewweerr

NOW HIRING:
Laborers &
Truck Drivers

Apply Within

Queen Victoria

King Malcolm III
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John Boyd Long Jr.
John Boyd Long Jr., 84, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Wednesday, March 23, 2022, at
North Carolina State Veterans
Home. 

A native of Franklin, he was
the son of the late John Boyd
Long Sr. and Helen Gribble
Long. He was also preceded by
his wife, Judy Chastain Long; his
sister, Joann Long Gregg; broth-
ers-in-law, Grady Gregg and
Gene Brown; and sister-in-law,
Nancy Long.

He served in the United States
Airforce as a navigator. He was
an educator for 30 years in the Cleveland County, North Car-
olina School system and later a realtor for 18 years. He had a
love of history, poetry, and music. He loved spending time with
his children and grandchildren.  He was a devoted husband and
father. 

He is survived by his daughter, Donna Long Lipscomb and
her husband Gerald of Forest City and their children Alisa
Phifer, Jordan Phifer, Gerald Lipscomb (Anna) and their chil-
dren, Emerson and Jackson; Patrick Lipscomb and great grand-
son, Aleck Lipscomb; daughter,  Pamela Long Skinner and her
husband Scott of Boiling Springs, N.C., and their children,
Joshua Skinner (Chelsey), Lindsay Skinner and great grand-
children Oliver and Ruby Cate Skinner; and daughter, Caroline
Long Ruch and her husband Ben of Oak Ridge, N.C., and their
children, Holden Ruch and Alexandra Ruch; brothers, Charles
Long, Dennis Long, and Donald Long; sister, Evelyn Huscus-
son; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

A celebration of life was held Sunday, March 27, at Macon
Funeral Home in Franklin. Rev. Ronnie Branson officiated. 

Burial followed at Woodlawn Cemetery.
V.F.W. Post 7339 and American Legion Post 108 conducted

military rites.
Pallbearers were Josh Skinner, Jordan Phifer, Holden Ruch,

Stephen Baldwin, John Branson, Mark Brown and Bobby
Brown.

Online condolences may be made to www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. 

John Boyd Long Jr.

Luther ‘Lou’ W. Kuhlman
Luther "Lou" W. Kuhlman Jr.,

79, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
Saturday, March 19, 2022. Born in
Brooklyn, New York to Luther and
Evelyn Kuhlman, the family
moved to Levittown, Long Island
where he attended elementary
school and graduated from Divi-
sion Avenue High School class of
1960.

He served in the U.S. Navy for
seven years on the nuclear subma-
rine, USS Skipjack. Following his
nuclear engineering education, he
became a training supervisor at
Shippingport Nuclear Station and
later a shift supervisor at the Beaver Valley Nuclear Unit. His ca-
reer as a test and start-up engineer took him to Catalytic Engi-
neering in Philadelphia; Salem Nuclear Generating Station; River
Bend Nuclear Project; Shorham Nuclear Generating Station; and
Palo Verde Nuclear Station under the Arizona Nuclear Power Proj-
ect. He retired to the mountains of North Carolina where he de-
signed and built his own home. He started a business "Special
Places" where he designed and built small structures and home ad-
ditions.

Those passing before him include his parents; two sisters, Eileen
Shroyer and Deborah Downey; two daughters, Lisa Kuhlman and
Laura Ferrin; several aunts, uncles and cousins; and two special
Border Collie buddies, "Molly" and "Dundee".

He is survived by his wife, Kathy; a brother, Ronald (Sue) of
Long Island; a sister, Mary Moos of Rhode Island; two grand-
daughters, Dr. Tara Van Bommel (Jeremy) of Portland, Ore., and
Melissa Ferrin of Tampa, Fla.; a grandson, Michael Kuhlman, of
Denver, Colo.; a brother-in-law, John Shroyer, of Lexington, Mo.;
and several nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at the Fellowship Hall of Hick-
ory Knoll United Methodist Church, Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m. 

Memorial donations can be made to: Hickory Knoll United
Methodist Church, 86 East Hickory Knoll Rd., Franklin, NC.

Luther W. Kuhlman

Willard Eugene Browning
Willard Eugene Browning, 83,

passed away Friday, March 25,
2022. He was born Nov. 22, 1938,
in Jackson County, North Carolina,
to the late Jim Browning and Annie
Lou Stiles Browning. He worked
and retired as a painter in the con-
struction business. He was of the
Baptist faith attending Wells Grove
Baptist Church and Watauga Baptist
Church. He served in the U.S. Air-
force during the Korean War. 

Surviving are his two sons, Keith
Browning of Franklin and Mike
Browning of Gainesville, Ga.; one
granddaughter, Amber Chovanic
and husband, Dustin of Sugar Hill, Ga.; a great-granddaughter,
Ansley Chovanic; and a great grandson, Jett Chovanic all of
Sugar Hill, Ga.; and a number of nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a sister,
Mary Davis and a brother, Bennie Browning.

A Celebration of Life service will be held Saturday, April 2, at
2 p.m., in the Chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with the
Rev. David Lee Williams officiating. The family will greet
friends following the service. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the
Browning family. 

Willard E. Browning

Emilio Marquez Vincente
Emilio Marquez Vincente, 54,

of Dillard, Ga., passed away on
Saturday, March 26, 2022, fol-
lowing a brief illness.

Born in Mexico, he was the son
of the late Emilio Marquez Broca
and the late Ondina Vicente de la
Fuente. In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by three
brothers. He was of the Catholic
faith, loved to cook, and was an
outstanding carpenter, who loved
building different things.

He is survived by a daughter,
Nahomi Marquez de la Fuentes
of Mexico; four sisters; and two
brothers. He was soon to be a grandfather for the first time, and he
was so excited.

A funeral mass will be on Thursday, March 31, at 6 p.m., at St.
Francis Catholic Church. Father Tien Duong will officiate.

Following the service, the family and friends will return to
Macon Funeral Home for a time of gathering until midnight.

Online condolences can be left at
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Emilio Marquez Vincente

Wilford Ware Corbin
Wilford Ware Corbin, 94, Abingdon,

Va., entered Heaven on March 28,
2022.  He was preceded in death by his
beloved wife of 58 years, Mary Vir-
ginia Moses Corbin; his father, Thomas
Furman Corbin Sr.; his mother, Pauline
Ware; his stepmother, Annalee Holland
Corbin; and his brother, Jerry E.
Corbin.  

He is survived by his brothers,
Thomas Furman Corbin Jr., Ph.D,
(Joanne), Denver, Colo., Jackie David
Corbin, Ph.D, Nashville, Tenn.,  James
Michael Corbin (Sue), Garfield, Ariz.;
his stepbrother, Eugene McIntyre
(Sofia), Walnut Creek, Calif.; his
daughter, Paula Corbin Kahn (Rob), Abingdon, Va.; his sons,
Tommy Corbin (Cathy), Morehead, Ky., Carroll Corbin (Lori),
Boone, N.C., and Eric Corbin (Vanessa), Waynesville, N.C.; his
grandchildren, Rendon Corbin (Andrea), Palmer, Alaska, Chan-
dler Corbin, Tuckasegee, N.C., Candice Corbin, Marco Island,
Fla., and Mariah Corbin Stanick (Max), Winston-Salem, N.C.;
his great grandchildren, Carolina Corbin, Addison Corbin, and
Ivy Corbin, Palmer, Alaska; and many nieces and nephews.  

He was born in a Gennette Logging Camp on Oct. 25, 1927,
near Norma, Tenn., and received elementary and secondary edu-
cation in Higdonville School and Franklin High School, Macon
County, North Carolina. He served in the United States Navy
from 1945-1948, was recalled to active duty on the USS Mis-
souri (BB-63) during the Korean War and was the recipient of
seven military service awards. He returned to his education plans
following the Korean War, graduated from Western Carolina
Teachers College in 1953, and received a master’s degree in ed-
ucation from Western Carolina Teachers College in 1958.  His
education career included teaching and administrative positions
in the Macon County School District and in Cherokee, N.C.,
Wales, Scammon Bay, Anchorage, and Fairbanks, Alaska as an
employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

He grew tomatoes for commercial sale in the late 1960s as a
member of the Macon County Tomato Growers Cooperative, and
he also began growing Fraser fir Christmas trees at this time. Fol-
lowing retirement from his education career, he continued grow-
ing his Fraser fir trees until 2010.  He also was a dedicated
member of the Appalachian Trail Maintenance Crew, Nantahala
and Mount Rogers Districts, from 1999 till 2017. He cherished
the nickname, “axeman,” given to him by members of the Trail
Crew, and he also took pride in receiving the “Best Wood Chop-
per Award” at the Franklin 1955 Centennial Celebration. 

He was an ardent fan in Western Carolina’s Catamount Club,
and his taxidermy skill resulted in his mounting the catamount
that sat in the Western Carolina University trophy case for many
years. He followed the Atlanta Braves baseball team game by
game, and he coached Franklin Little and Senior League baseball
teams for many years.

He didn’t know any strangers; he made friends with all the
folks he met, and he was a talented storyteller. He authored “A
World Apart: My Life Among the Eskimos of Alaska” and co-
authored “The Boys of Battle Branch” with his brother, Jackie
Corbin.  

He was a founding member of the Higdonville, N.C., Baptist
Church, and a visitation will be held outdoors on Friday, April 1,
from 1:30 to 2 p.m. with funeral services following at 2 p.m. at
the church with Pastor Gene Hawkins officiating.  

Memorial contributions can be made to Higdonville Baptist
Church, 1990 Ellijay Rd, Franklin, NC  28734; Mt. Rogers Ap-
palachian Trail Club, P.O. Box 789, Damascus, VA  24236-0789;
Nantahala Hiking Club, Melissa Myers, 477 Holly Springs Es-
tates Rd, Franklin, NC  28734.  

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Wilford Corbin

Visit Us Online
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Because Funeral Care
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Casey Michael Holland
Casey Michael Holland, 27, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Wednesday, March 23, 2022.

He was born in Jackson County
to Kathy Elliott Holland and the
late Michael Ray Holland. 

He was known as easy to get
along with and kindhearted. He
loved spending time outside in the
woods and sitting around the bon-
fire with his friends and family.

He is survived by his mother,
Kathy Holland; and two daugh-
ters, Callie Holland, and Charlie
Holland. 

A graveside service was held
Monday, March 28, at Holy Springs Baptist Church Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to
Macon Funeral Home to assist with the arrangements. 

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements. 

Casey Michael Holland

Columbus Jack Stiwinter
Columbus Jack Stiwinter, 81, passed away Sunday, March 27,

2022, in Monroe, N.C. He was born in Jackson County on Dec. 6,
1940, to the late L.C. Stiwinter and Ruby Fox Stiwinter. He was
married for 50 years to the late Doris Ann Stiwinter who preceded
him in 2012.

He was a lifelong resident of Jackson, County, a carpenter, and
a Christmas tree farmer. He was a member of Yellow Mountain
Baptist Church. He was a loving husband, father, and grandfather.

Surviving are two sons, Chris Stiwinter and his wife, Lisa of
Waxhaw, N.C. and J.C. Stiwinter; and seven grandchildren.

In addition to his parents and wife, he was preceded in death by
a brother, T.W. Stiwinter and two sisters, Ronnie Lowing and Lola
Mae Stewart.

A graveside service was held Tuesday, March 29, at the Stew-
art Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers memorials can be made to the Stewart Ceme-
tery C/O Jeff Stewart, 3401 Yellow Mountain Road, Cullowhee,
NC 28723.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Sti-
winter family.

Doyle Wayne ‘D. W.’ McCall
Doyle Wayne "D. W.” McCall,

64, passed away Saturday, March
26, 2022. He was born March 4,
1958 in Macon County to the late
Cletis McCall and Betty Norris
McCall. He was a life long resi-
dent of Highlands and Macon
County. He worked and retired
from the tree service business. He
loved fishing, hunting, children,
and his family.

Surviving are his spouse, Teresa
McClure; two brothers, Leroy
"Spud" McCall and Daniel "Jabo"
McCall both of Highlands; and
two sisters, Linda McCall Webb
and Mary Ellen Cooper both of Highlands.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his sis-
ter, Roberta Holland.

A funeral service was held Wednesday, March 30, in the Chapel
of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with Rev. Marty Kilby officiating.
Burial followed in the Miller Cemetery in Highlands. 

Pallbearers were Mike Burton, Tom Holt, Jamie Holt, Jason
Passmore, Zack Passmore, Kenny Talley, and Gary Cooper.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Mc-
Call family.

Doyle Wayne McCall

Anthony ‘Tony’ J. Fiorillo
Anthony “Tony” J. Fiorillo, 88, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on Sat-
urday, March 26, 2022.

He was born in Long Island, N.Y.,
to the late Thomas Fiorillo and
Josphine Cali Firorillo. In addition to
his parents, he was preceded in death
by his daughter, Christina Hirtriter. 

He enjoyed camping and traveling.
He is survived by his wife of 65

years, Grace Sanchez Fiorillo;
daughter, Lisa Zambrano; two grand-
daughters, Alexa Zambrano and
Emily Zambrano; and several
cousins.

A service will be held at a later
date in the fall.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

Anthony J. Fiorillo

Jeanette Hopkins Parks
Jeanette Hopkins Parks, 66, of Franklin, N.C., passed away

Thursday, March 24, 2022. 
She was born in Lakeland, Fla., on Dec. 7, 1955, to the late Rev.

Robert Hopkins and Sarah Hopkins. She worked and retired from
hotel work and grew up in the Baptist faith. She loved the moun-
tains, people, and celebrating life. 

Surviving are her husband of 21 years, Bennett Parks; a daugh-
ter, Amy Meloom of Orlando, Fla.; and two brothers, Robert and
William Hopkins. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Parks
family.

Margaret Marie Sorrells Bennett
Margaret Marie Sorrells Ben-

nett, 87, of Franklin, N.C., went
home to be with Jesus on Thurs-
day, March 24, 2022.

Born in Macon County, she was
the daughter of the late Lester and
Annie Guffey Sorrells. In addition
to her parents, she was preceded in
death by two sisters, Virginia Fra-
zier and Hazel Johnson; and five
brothers, Herman Sorrells, Floyd
Sorrells, T.J. Sorrells, Ralph Sor-
rells, and Marshall Sorrells. Before
returning to Franklin, she and her
husband owned and operated
Lynn’s Uniform in Calhoun and
Rome, Ga.  She was a member of Windy Gap Baptist Church,
where she was very active with the care ministry. 

She has been her husband’s faithful and loving caregiver, going
twice a day to visit and feed him at the nursing home. While vis-
iting her husband, she developed many personal relationships with
the staff, who are going to miss her daily visits and words of en-
couragement.

She is survived by her loving husband of 65 years, Frank W.
Bennett; a daughter, Lynn Autry (Dr. Rodney Autry) of Glouces-
ter, Va.; five grandchildren, Jonathan Autry (Rebecca), Joshua
Autry (Jennifer), Jeremiah Autry, Joseph Autry, and Jessica Byrn-
side (Anthony); and five great grandchildren, Elijah Autry, Josiah
Autry, Naomi Autry, Savannah Byrnside, and Luke Byrnside; sib-
lings, Doris Cheek of Franklin, Kathryn Solesbee of Franklin,
Ethel Sheffield (Wayne) of Georgia, Lessie Miller of Georgia, and
Jack Sorrells (Cathy) of South Carolina. 

A funeral service was held Tuesday, March 29, at Windy Gap
Baptist Church. Rev. Mark Bishop officiated. Burial was in the
Bethel United Methodist Church Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Jonathan Autry, Joshua Autry, Jeremiah Autry,
Joseph Autry, Elijah Autry, and Anthony Byrnside.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Margaret Marie Bennett

Lee Edwin O'Donnell
Lee Edwin O'Donnell passed

away on March 29, 2022.  
He was one of the founders of

D & L Body Shop and an asset to
the Franklin Community.   His
generosity,  laughter, humor, and
gentle spirit will be missed.

He is survived by his wife of 60
years, Barbara O'Donnell; daugh-
ters, Deborah Gravatt and Terri
Garcia, grandsons, Alex and Andy
Garcia along with Terri's husband
Carl Garcia.  

In lieu of flowers or cards, do-
nations may be made to St. Jude's
Children's Hospital or write a fond
memory to The Macon County News,  Franklin N.C. or at
www.ferofuneralhome.com. 

Fero Funeral Home in Beverly Hills, Fla., is handling the
arrangements.

Lee Edwin O'Donnell

“It is not his to boast who loveth his country,
but it is his who loveth the world.”

-- Bahá’u’llah
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Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

AUSTIN, Texas – In exactly the kind of thrilling final lap,
final-turn high-action finish NASCAR has so often provided
on road courses, Ross Chastain persevered in the EchoPark
Automotive Grand Prix to win his first career NASCAR Cup
Series race at the Circuit of The Americas in Austin, Texas -
the sixth different winner this season.

Chastain really had to earn this one – coming out on the
right end of a frantic, four lead-change, two-lap final over-
time. And he did – moving veteran A.J. Allmendinger and
Alex Bowman in the final series of turns on the 3.41-mile,
20-turn circuit to take not only his first victory in
NASCAR’s premier series but also give his Trackhouse Rac-
ing’s Justin Marks his first win as a new owner in stock car’s
big leagues.

After grabbing the position in the final corner, Chastain
raced off to a 1.331-second victory over Hendrick Motor-
sports driver Bowman, who unlike Allmendinger was able to
recover from the last lap contact and continue to the check-
ered flag. Joe Gibbs Racing’s Christopher Bell, Hendrick
Motorsports Chase Elliott and Richard Childress Racing’s
Tyler Reddick rounding out the top five.

Chastain’s family owns a watermelon
farm in tiny, rural Alva, Florida and as he has
famously done with past victories in both the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series and
Xfinity Series, Chastain stood on top of his
winning car, the No.1 Trackhouse Racing
Chevrolet, and dropped a watermelon to the
track, crushing it on the ground as his team
and fans exploded in cheers.

“It’s insane to go up against some of the
best and I know he’s [Allmendinger] going
to be upset with me, but we race hard, both
of us," said Chastain, who has been runner-
up in the last two NASCAR Cup Series races
coming to Austin.

“But when it comes to this Cup win, I
can’t let that go down without a fight."

Allmendinger, who actually was a
NASCAR Xfinity Series teammate with Chastain two years
ago, was understandably crushed as well after the race. He
finished 33rd.

“We just needed two more corners," said a disappointed
Allmendinger, who also went door-to-door in a tight on-
track battle with Chastain in winning Saturday’s NASCAR
Xfinity Series race at COTA.

“Everybody’s got to be comfortable with the move they
make and look in the mirror," Allmendinger told FOX
Sports. “Everybody’s different on what they view, and you
can’t judge a person for that.

“So, at the end of the day, I’m just proud of Kaulig Rac-
ing for bringing such a fast Action Industry Chevrolet. We
started at the back, drove to the front and if we had had a
long run [at the end] it would have been game over. Nobody
would have touched me.

“You know the moves are going to be made at times.
Whether I’m okay with it, doesn’t really matter.

“I wanted to sweep the weekend and we came two cor-
ners away," he added.

Chastain led a race high 31 of the 69 laps – one of nine
leaders in the series’ first road course test with the Next Gen
cars debuting this season. The race produced a series road
course record  of 30 green flag passes for the lead.

And the 29-year-old Floridian becomes the 12th consec-
utive NASCAR Cup Series race winner under the age of 30
and the third first-time winner this season.

Chastain gets Trackhouse
Racing its first Cup win

Ross Chastain, driver of the #1 ONX Homes/iFly
Chevrolet, celebrates after winning the NASCAR
Cup Series Echopark Automotive Grand Prix at
Circuit of The Americas on March 27, 2022 in
Austin, Texas.       Photo by Dylan Buell/Getty Images

famed Circuit of The Americas and reminding
the field just why he’s considered one of
NASCAR’s road course superstars.

Allmendinger’s No. 16 Kaulig Racing Chevro-
let took the checkered flag by 2.039-seconds
over Austin Hill’s No. 21 Richard Childress Rac-
ing Chevrolet in the first road course race of the
year. It was the 40-year-old veteran’s first
NASCAR Xfinity Series win of the 2022 season
and 11th of his career. He has seven road course

wins on six different road course tracks (series-most).
He led early and he led late, just when he needed to, hold-

ing off the field on two late, and dicey race restarts and con-
trolling the race the final 14 laps en route to the checkered
flag.

NASCAR Cup Series regular Cole Custer turned in an in-
spired comeback from a midrace pit road speeding penalty to
finish third. JR Motorsports driver Noah Gragson was fourth
– his sixth top-five finish in the seven-race season to date.
Gragson’s teammate Sam Mayer finished fifth.

With their work, Allmendinger, Hill, Gragson and Mayer
are now eligible to win a $100,000 bonus next week in the
Dash 4 Cash sweepstakes opener at Richmond  (Va.) Race-
way. The top finishing driver among them in the ToyotaCare
250 will take the check, courtesy of sponsor Comcast.

“I told myself yesterday, I was not happy with where I put
ourselves," said Allmendinger, who qualified fourth.

“Honestly, all these men and women here at Kaulig Rac-
ing between the Cup side of it and the Xfinity side of it, they
don’t’ sleep during the week, they’re busting their tales and
that’s why I’m so fricking hard on myself sometimes because
they deserve to win more than anybody here. And I just want
to do it for them. Thankfully, we got it done today."

And it was not easy. Pole-winner Ty Gibbs and fellow
NASCAR Cup Series drivers Ross Chastain and Custer
joined Allmendinger at the front of the field for most of the
early-going. Gibbs and Chastain exchanged the lead with
Allmendinger, but both ultimately suffered setbacks during

It was as equally a thrilling maiden win for the former
NASCAR and sportscar driver Marks, who was interviewed
during the FOX telecast just before the final restart, reveal-
ing with a smile that “It’s a little easier to be a driver of one
these things than to watch."

“It seemed like a real tall order when I dreamt this thing
up," Marks said. “But every man and woman that’s trusted
the vision and committed to Trackhouse and worked so hard
owns a piece of this victory.

"I’m so happy for everybody. Everybody believed in this,
and I can’t wait for next week."

And, he reported with a grin, he spoke with the team’s co-
owner, music superstar Pitbull who promised he also was
smashing a watermelon over his head and drinking cham-
pagne.

The race pole-winner Ryan Blaney finished sixth, fol-
lowed by Martin Truex Jr, Austin Cindric, Erik Jones, and
Austin Dillon rounding out the top 10.

With that fourth-place finish Elliott now holds a 13-point
advantage on Blaney heading into next weekend’s Toyota
Owners 400 at Richmond (Va.) Raceway (3:30 p.m. ET on
FOX, MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).

AJ Allmendinger dominates Xfinity Series race at the 
Circuit of The Americas
AUSTIN, Texas - A.J. Allmendinger was fast and agile

when he needed to be Saturday afternoon negotiating the
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the course of the 46-lap race around
the 3.41-mile, 20-turn circuit.

Gibbs’ Toyota suffered a flat time
and put him well back in the field
(36th place) after he was forced to pit
during a green flag run, he recovered
to finish 15th. Chastain ran among the
front pack all the way until the end of
the race when he was collected in an
aggressive pack on the final race
restart with seven laps remaining and
finished 17th.

Myatt Snider finished sixth in a
final lap duel with Mayer. Brett Mof-
fitt finished seventh with Jade Buford,
Miguel Paludo and Sheldon Creed –
who won the pole position for the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Se-
ries race earlier in the day rounded out
the top 10.

The runner-up Hill was especially
encouraged because he was able to
keep Allmendinger honest in the clos-
ing laps.

“All in all, it was a solid effort for
our Global Chevy Camaro," Hill said,
adding, “I’ve always felt like I could
get around road courses. I felt like I
proved it last year in the trucks win-
ning at Watkins Glen and it just kind
of build the momentum and the confi-
dence going forward into this year that when we come to
road courses, we can get the job done.

“I guess A.J. was just a little bit better than us, because I
felt we had a really good car, but this shows we can run with
AJ."

With the showing at COTA, fourth-place finisher Grag-
son holds a single-point lead over Allmendinger in the Xfin-
ity Series driver standings with Gibbs third, 31 points back.

The Xfinity Series’ next race is Saturday, April 2, at Rich-
mond (Va.) Raceway (1:30 p.m. ET on FS1, MRN, Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio).

Zane Smith gets second Truck Series win of 2022 at 
Circuit of The Americas
AUSTIN, Texas – Ultimately, Zane Smith was out front

when it paid off Saturday afternoon at the Circuit of The
Americas road course. He led only 11 of the 46 laps  – win-
ning Stage 1, Stage 2 and then took the race lead with two
laps remaining in the second overtime period to earn the vic-
tory in the XPEL 225 NASCAR Camping World Truck Se-
ries race.

It marked Smith’s second win of the 2022 season – fifth
of his career - and the second consecutive win at the 3.41-
mile, 20-turn COTA circuit for his Front Row Motorsports
team, who celebrated in Victory Lane last year with driver
Todd Gilliland.

Veteran Kyle Busch – who led a race best 31 laps – led
the vast majority of the race and held the point on the start
of that final overtime. But his closest challengers Stewart

Friesen and Alex Bowman went in hard to the Turn 11 hair-
pin turn making it a three-wide door-to-door-to-door trying
to wrestle the lead from Busch, the series all-time winningest
driver.

As that was happening, the 22-
year-old Californian Smith sim-
ply drove under of the slowed
trio, taking the lead and then
holding off John Hunter Ne-
mechek for the win by 3.529-sec-
onds.

“Once I got back up there, I
was doing my best to read how
those guys were racing," said
Smith, who drives the No. 38
Front Row Motorsports Ford.

“It happened like that in such
dramatic fashion and had to come
from the back, it’s just a huge
statement for this team really.
Every single race this year I’ve
been in contention to win.

“This whole team, just awe-
some to see how it all worked
out," he added.

“Scored some awesome points
today," Smith said.

Busch recovered to finish third,
followed by 2021 series cham-
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pion Ben Rhodes and Busch’s team-
mate Chandler Smith. Christian
Eckes, Tyler Ankrum, Carson Hoce-
var, Friesen, and Grant Enfinger
rounded out the top-10.

Had his bold move to the front paid
off, it would have been Friesen’s first
win in the series since 2019 and the
first career victory for Hocevar, who
was also running among the top three
late in the race but got shuffled back in
the wild restart action. Parker Kliger-
man, who had run among the top five
all afternoon, also ran out of gas and
ultimately finished 19th.

“Felt like we deserved that one, but
it doesn’t matter if you deserve it or
not, you’ve got to be the first one to
the checkered flag and we were not,"
Busch said.

The race featured 10 lead changes
among eight drivers and had eight
caution periods.

“In races like this, you know it’s
never over till it’s over and that [race]
is the very definition of that," Smith
said.

The top-five effort keeps champi-
onship leaders Smith and Rhodes
close. Smith now holds a 15-point
edge over Rhodes.

The series takes a break before returning to competition
April 7 in the Blue-Emu Maximum Pain Relief 200 at Mar-
tinsville (Va.) Speedway (8 p.m. ET on FS1, MRN, Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio)

AJ Allmendinger, driver of the #16 Nutrien Ag Solutions Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Xfinity Series Pit Boss 250 at Circuit of The Americas on March 26, 2022 in Austin, Texas.

Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images

Zane Smith, driver of the #38 Speedco Ford, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series - XPEL 225 at Circuit of The Americas on March 26,
2022 in Austin, Texas. Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

60. Urban legends, e.g.
61. Check out
62. Shakespeare's "at an-
other time"
63. "The ____ Who Loved
Me"
64. *Flower's location after a
garden?

DOWN
1. Kimono closer
2. Banish to Hades
3. Crunched numbers
4. Facebook's update feature
5. *Seed plant's harvest
6. *Goes to seed
7. Rotten and stinky
8. *Plant variety

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: GARDENING

ACROSS
1. Betting probability
5. Once headed by J.
Edgar Hoover
8. Formally surrender
12. Gravy holder
13. Nile dweller, for short
14. More certain
15. Tiny bit
16. a.k.a. Bruce Banner
17. One who plies one's
trade
18. *"Days to ____," on a
seed packet
20. Big-ticket ____
21. Apartments, e.g.
22. *Plumerias are often
used in this Hawaiian
greeting
23. Scrooge's visitors
26. Digging into
30. What Carl Lewis did
31. Bestow
34. Month before Nisan
35. Dress with a flare
37. Choler
38. On a store tag
39. Central points
40. Paul Reubens' Her-
man
42. Mother lode stuff
43. African bloodsucking
pests
45. Salty dogs
47. Current tense of #30
Across
48. Retches
50. Bovine cries
52. *Like an aggressive
weed
55. Frustration, in a comic
book
56. *Holds a plant stem to
a support
57. Type of hot sandwich
59. One born to Japanese
immigrants

9. Famous canal
10. Hold as a conviction
11. Make a blunder
13. Church service oil
14. Salesman's speech, e.g.
19. Loosen laces
22. Tennis do-over
23. *Splice, to a gardener
24. Nimbi on ikons
25. In the cooler (2 words)
26. Former Saint Brees
27. "Pulling my leg," e.g.
28. Mother-of-pearl
29. *Kind of thumb
32. Pizzeria output, pl.
33. "____ you kidding?"
36. *N in N-P-K
38. Sneaked glances

40. Slammer
41. "The Shawshank Re-
demption" theme
44. Served raw
46. Isaac of science fiction
48. This Dogg can rap
49. What Elton John tickles,
sing.
50. Street in Anytown, USA
51. Guesstimate phrase (two
words)
52. Bodily disorders
53. Lope de ____, Spanish
playwright
54. Building extensions
55. Nurses' org.
58. ____ time in golf

www.TheMaconCountyNews.com

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

ANTIQUE JOHN DEERE TRAC-
TOR Ford Square Baler, Old Farm
Implements, Hay Trailer, Misc..
Two Old R.V.’s. Text or Leave
Message. (828)332-0764.
B & M MILITARY SURPLUS
Boots, Black/Tan ICW, ICB Gor-
tex, Combat Boots ECW W/C
ACU Gortex Parkas, Pants, ACU
W/C Improved Wet Weather,
W/C, ACU, W/D, ABU, BDU, USN
AOR2, Pants, Shirts. W/C 4 Part
Sleep Sys, ICW-ECW Sleep
Bags. FLC Vests, Packs, As-
sorted Backpacks, Bags,
Boonie Hats, Caps, Boot Socks.
MRE’S. We buy, sell all Types
Clothing, Field Gear. Open
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday  9-
4.  329 Bennett Ridge Rd.
Franklin, (828)349-3140, bandm-
surplus@gmail.com
FARMERS MARKET 10-12,
Every Saturday. Please Come Out
and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken,  Pastries, Cookies,
Preserves,  Eggs. 200 Block East
Palmer.
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EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA
SALE Calling Anyone and
Everyone Needing Easter Dec-
orations and Supplies for Chil-
dren. Prom Accessories
Available Including a Wide Vari-
ety of Jewelry, Evening Bags
and Hair Essentials. Pet Sup-
plies, Home Decor and So Much
More!  April 1-2, 8am-4pm. As-
bury Methodist Church in Otto
across from the Otto Fire De-
partment. 81 Firehouse Rd.
SENIOR GAMES FLEA MAR-
KET Saturday,  April 9, 8am-1pm.
Carpenter Building. Booths $20.
Call Cody (828)349-2093.

 

 

  

 

Garage & Yard Sales
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERSNeeded at Macon County An-
imal Services. 18 years and older.
Call Debbie  (941)266-7084.

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

Animals
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

SENIOR GAMES FLEA MARKET
Saturday,  April 9, 8am-1pm. Carpen-
ter Building. Booths $20. Call Cody
(828)349-2093.
FLASHLIGHT EGG HUNT April 1,
8:30pm, $2 entrance fee, Arrive early
to find parking and sign waiver. Spon-
sored by Iotla’s PTO, proceeds bene-
fit Special Liberty Project in Franklin.
Don’t forget to bring flashlight and bag.
SK828 SKATEPARK PROJECT Do-
nation & Sponsorship Information
SK828franklin.org facebook
@SK828Franklin (828)421-5188 or
(828)421-8966.
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DALTONS CHRISTIAN BOOK-
STORE is hiring Retail Sales As-
sociate –Excellent customer
service, people skills, depend-
ability.   Apply online at: Dalton-
sChristianBook.com/contactus
WE CAN WORK AROUND your
schedule starting at $12.00 per
hour to provide in home aide
services based on the consumer
needs through the Home and
Community Block Grant. You
can make a difference in some-
one’s life age 60 and older in
Jackson County. Benefits for full
time PTO, dental, life and health
insurance. Part time positions
available. Please apply at 525
Mineral Springs Drive, Sylva NC
or call Home Care Partners at
828-586-1570 for more informa-
tion.
POSITION AVAILABLEAre you
someone with a disability who
has overcome obstacles relating
to a personal disability and will
use that strength to help others
with disabilities set and reach
goals to live more independently.
If so, DisAbility Partners has a
full-time position available for
you. Work experience and edu-
cation will be considered. Bene-
fits vacation, sick, holidays and
dental, life and health insurance.
Mon-Fri 40 hours per week. You
can make a difference. Applica-
tions available at DisAbility Part-
ners, 525 Mineral Springs Drive,
Sylva or on our website; disabil-
itypartners.org. Call Barbara
Davis for more information
(828)226-8263.
IF YOU ARE A REGISTERED
NURSE licensed in the State of
North Carolina and want less
stress than the typical medical,
hospital structure requires we
need your nursing skills to su-
pervise the daily operations of
home care services provided
through Home Care Partners.
This position supervises the
aides, scheduling, training and
day to day activities to assure
our clients can remain inde-
pendent in their home environ-
ment. No medical services
administered. Mon-Fri 40 hours
per week. Benefits include vaca-
tion, sick, holidays and dental,
life, health insurance. Please call
Julie Van Hook at 828-507-6065
for more information. You can
apply at Disability Partners, 525
Mineral Springs Drive, Sylva, NC
28779.

CASHIERS COLOR CENTER
is looking to hire a full-time in-
dividual to assist in the paint
department. Duties will include
mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections
and sundry items, stocking
shelves and daily cleaning.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds.
This individual must be de-
pendable, self-motivated, have
great customer service skills
and be willing to learn. We will
offer on-the-job training, so ex-
perience is not necessary. For
more information, call Derek
Taylor @ (828)200-9226, or
stop by Cashiers Color Center
to fill out an application.
PATHWAYS FOR THE FU-
TURE INC. dba Disability Part-
ners is seeking a dynamic,
forward thinking person for the
position of Executive Director.
Disability Partners is a local
Center for Independent Living
serving 14 Counties in Western
North Carolina, with offices in
Sylva and Asheville, North Car-
olina. People with disabilities
are served through the Center
for Independent Living, Home-
care Partners and Person First
Services, a provider of the In-
novations Waiver through
Vaya. The Executive Director
Job Description and application
can be found at
ht tps: / /www.disabi l i typart-
ners.org/employment-opportu-
nities. All applicants must
submit by email: Cover Letter,
current Resume and a com-
plete application to:
ssacco@disabilitypartners.org.
The deadline to apply for the
position is April 29, 2022 at
5:00pm. Documents submitted
after the deadline will not be
accepted. Persons with disabil-
ities are encouraged to apply
for the position.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
in Sylva looking for helper elec-
tricians. Must have tools, trans-
portation, references, and
willingness to work with others.
Pay based on experience- Call
(828)631-0341 for interview.
WNC SPORTSZONE is hiring
an Embroidery Specialist –
Previous experience preferred.
Must possess good time man-
agement, willing to learn, de-
pendable, attention to detail.
Apply online at: WNCSport-
sZone.com/contact-us
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CAROLINA CUTTERSAccept-
ing New Clients Offering Mow-
ing, WeedEating, Hedge
Trimming, Pressure Washing,
and more. Call Chris (828)347-
0943.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.
CNA TRAINED CAREGIVER
In Home Aid, Run Errands, Dr.
Appointments, Grocery
Store/Pharmacy. References.
Over 15 Years Experience.
(828)342-3750.
GREENTHUMB LAWN SERV-
ICES Do you need Spring
Cleanup? Lawn Mainte-
nance,  Landscaping,  Leaf
Blowing, Handyman Serv-
ices. 18 Years Experience.
Call (828)421-8847.
FREE LAWN CARE Esti-
mates, $5. Off With Ad, Fall
Clean Up & Care, Mulch/Fer-
tilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard
Too Large or Too Small. Bob
(828)342-5273.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & In-
stallation of Pumps and Iron
Removal Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
LAWNS MOWED in Macon
County Area, 26 Years Mowing
Experience.  Starting at $35.
Call (828)524-0114.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
HANDYMAN SERVICE Paint-
ing, House Repairs and Main-
tenance, Inside and Out. Call
Tony (828)200-5770, (828)497-
6523.  Please Leave a Mes-
sage.
MURPHY’S PAINTING COM-
PANY Interior and Exterior
Painting, Sheetrock repair,
wallpaper removal, Log
Homes, Decks, Insured. Free
estimates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.

HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure
Washing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC.  Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much
More! Licensed & Insured,
Free Estimates (828)524-
6959.
SKILLED CERTIFIED NURS-
ING Assistant/Companion,
Available 12-hour Shifts, Cook-
ing, Cleaning, Laundry. Experi-
ence working with matters of
dementia and sundowning.
(845)807-4121.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Pro-
fessional service. Reason-
able rates. NC Licensed and
fully insured. 20+ years ex-
perience. (845)807-1326.
MELTON’S ROOFING and
Gutter Cleaning. Give Us a Call
at cell# (828)421-6712 With All
Your Roof and Gutter Needs.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of
any kind.  40 Years, Fast/Rea-
sonable/Reliable.  (828)332-
7247.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems,
Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE
REPAIR & Service,  867 High-
lands Rd., by Franklin Flea
Market. (828)342-5135.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior
Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any
Price. (828)200-7549.
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Your Hitch Headquarters

We’ve got the hitch you need,
for ANY application

99995577 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd.. •• OOttttoo,, NNCC 828-349-4500

Factory Hitches • Wiring & Electric
Brake Controls • Weight Distribution 

5th Wheel Hitches
Motorhome Tow Bar Kits • Gooseneck Hitches
Vehicle & Trailer Lighting • Brakes & Bearings

IInn OOttttoo
SSiinnccee 11999988

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATIONWIDE LIFETIME
WRITTEN WARRANTY

Authorized
Dealer

Backed by
Warranty.

Rhino Linings
Specialists

Macon County’s 
ONLY Authorized

NOTHING BEATS A REAL RHINO

Yamaha, 
Club Car & EZ Go
Certified. mechanic

on  Site!

26 W. Main St. • Franklin, NC
(828)369-6767

Per Year
Includes Tax$29.00

SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW TRAILBLAZERSNEW SILVERADOS NEW EQUINOXS
FROM
$37,900

FROM
$24,000

FROM
$24,900
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71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

We now offer
Window Tint
service!

CARS

SUVS
TRUCKSMILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536
2022 BMW 530 240
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2021 Kia K5 LXS 4,963
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196
2021 Chevrolet Spark 1,167
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009
2019 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 56,048
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676
2018 Chevrolet Cruze 34,692
2018 Chevrolet Cruze LS 54,872
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261
2015 Buick LaCrosse 104,189
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152
2013 Hyundia Elantra 55,328
2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan Luxury 73,798
2008 Corvette Coupe 9,007

2021 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 4,798
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,918
2021 Kia Telluride S 8,173
2021 Chevrolet Suburban 388
2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237
2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 16,427
2021 Jeep Wrangle High Altitude 17,132

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2020 Tahoe Premier 4x4 24,476
2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT 14,559
2020 Cadillac Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261
2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT 27,594
2020 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 14,430
2020 Hyundai Palisade 34,462
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696
2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386
2018 Volkswagen Atlas 3.6L V6 SE 71,947
2018 Kia Soul 58,573
2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441
2017 Volkswagen Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition 59,132
2016 Buick Enclave CXL AWD 81,859
2015 Chevrolet Equinox LTZ AWD 107,485
2015 Chevrolet Equinox IT AWD 87,398
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2014 Ford Explorer 4x4 68,342
2013 Mazda CX-5 94,754
2012 Chevrolet Traverse 120,790

2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 15,112
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 435
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 16,244

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 209
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
2020 Chevrolet Colorado 31,506
2020 Ram 3500 Dump Truck 19,267
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD 1,205
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD HC Diesel 23,536
2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2020 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
2019 Toyota Tacoma SR5 43,420
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 104,810
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 55,201
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2017 Ram Nightfall 1500 4x4 79,143
2016 Ram Diesel Crew 2500 60,495
2015 Chevrolet Colorado 95,530
2012 Chevrolet Colorado LT w/1LT 117,555
2012 GMC Sierra 2500 Diesal 192,749
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