
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

After two years of little-to-no events and
activities aimed at assisting and welcoming
Appalachian Trail (A.T.) hikers, Franklin
has a full schedule planned.

On March 23, 2020, Sandra Marra, who
was president and CEO of the Appalachian
Trail Conservancy, issued the edict: “Please
stay off the Appalachian Trail.” Thousands
of A.T. thru hikers had already embarked
on their 2,190 southbound journey from
Springer Mountain in Georgia with a goal
of Mt. Katahdin in Maine. However, she
stated: “In these unprecedented times, I am
making an unprecedented request: please
stay away from the Appalachian Trail
(A.T.). Whether your hike is for a couple of
hours or a couple of days. Staying away
from the Trail minimizes the spread or con-
traction of COVID-19.” 

Many hikers, who saved for months or
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The 2022 class of Warrior Hikers left Springer Mountain, Ga., last week and the group is making its way toward Franklin. The annual
hike organized by Warrior Expeditions provides veterans around the country the chance to disconnect from the stress of everyday
life and to immerse themselves in nature and to “walk off the war.” This year’s group includes 10 veterans, hailing from seven dif-
ferent states, who have served in Kuwait, Jordan, Somalia, Pakistan, Kosovo, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Afghanistan and represent the
Army, Air Force, Navy and the Marines. This year’s class of veterans features four North Carolina residents – Timothy Ambrose from
Raeford, Freddy Arencibia from Sneads Ferry, and Adam and Michele Phillips from Pine Knoll Shores. Others include James Baum-
gardner of Stewartstown, Pa., Casey Bergschneider from Fontana, Wisc., David Cox from Lindsay, Texas, Anthony DePrizio from Mar-
tinez Ga., Gregoire Edward of Goffstown, N.H., and Michael Zarbo of Oviedo, Fla. When the Warrior Hikers arrive in Franklin, they
will be treated to a meal and presented with a Quilt of Valor. 

See HIKERS page 4
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A.T. thru hikers are invited to stop by and sign their trail names to the board posted
on the square in downtown Franklin. Dozens of hikers have already visited the down-
town area. Photo by Vickie Carpenter

Franklin back on track with A.T. hikers 
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Franklin Girl Scout Troop goes global with Ukrainian Sunflower project 
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer
Being a Girl Scout is not all fun and games.  Being a Girl

Scout can mean many things: fun, friends, new challenges,
exploring, helping others, making others happy, discovering
new things about themselves, trusting in themselves and oth-
ers, and knowing they can make the world a better place.
For the Cadet Scouts in Troop 2996, here in Franklin, being
a Girl Scout is embarking on a journey to attain their Silver
Award. The girls in Troop 2996 want to make the world a
better place, and that is the premise of the Silver Award Proj-
ect.  

A Silver Award is different than the Bronze Award that
Juniors can earn. In order to earn a Bronze Award a girl must
take part in a "Service Project.” Some service projects in-
clude making first aid kits, holding a food drive, donating
items to a local shelter or donating books to a local school.  

The Silver Award must be a "Take Action Project.” A take
action project is a chance for girls to partner with others in
their community to solve a problem. They learn about getting
to the root cause of issues, mobilizing and engaging com-
munity members and volunteers, and striving toward creat-
ing lasting change in their world.  An important component
is to understand and address the cause of the problem. This
project must be measurable in that the success of the project
can be determined based on the number of people the proj-
ect helped, the number of people who were involved and any
reduction in the community's need and other concrete num-
bers. It must also be sustainable. Girls must make arrange-
ments (such as collaborating with community leaders and/or
organizations; building alliances with mentors) to ensure that

the project creates lasting change and is not a one-time event. 
The Ukrainian Sunflower Project, does just that.  

Ukrainian Sunflower Project
This project involves writing a letter or note card to the

Ukrainian people to tell them that they are not alone. The
letter will let them know that we, the people of the United
States are praying for them and are in solidarity with them.
It might be a small gesture but it can go a long way,  in mak-
ing someone who is going through such an awful time, feel
a light of hope in a dark situation.  The project does not end
with just a letter. In a world of high tech, this letter can es-
tablish a life-long pen pal with whom can be kept in touch
via phone, texting, internet, email, Skype, social media and
more. 

The project goes even further for the Cadets.  Each Cadet
will be hand-painting wooden earrings depicting a sun-
flower, the national flower of Ukraine. Each person who
writes a card can also take part in purchasing a set of ear-
rings, one for themselves and one that will go to their pen
pal in Ukraine. Each pair of earrings will have a number on
the back that will correspond with the number on the ones
they send with the letter. When the person in Ukraine re-
ceives them, they will automatically feel a kinship with their
friend in America. The earrings will cost only $10 for both
pair and the money will be used for postage to send the let-
ters and for donations for the Ukrainian people. 

The troop hopes to get 100 folks in Franklin to take part in
this project.

People that would like to be part of the "Ukrainian Sun-
flower Project" may call the troop leader at (828)371-2823
or text a message to bxgrl1953@gmail.com to make arrange-
ments to get the earrings. The Girls of Troop 2996 are look-
ing forward to having many participants as part of their
Silver Award Project.

Girl Scout troops in Franklin are participating in a service proj-
ect to benefit the Ukrainian people, called The Ukrainian Sun-
flower Project.
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Visit Beautyrest.com to see the collection.
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Beautyrest Harmony Emerald Bay Medium Pillow Top model featured above.  ©2020 Beautyrest, Inc.
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Continued
from page 1HIKERS

years in order to accomplish the A.T., suddenly found
themselves jumping off the trail in Franklin and assessing
whether or not they needed to go home. Many did. And
then, with the mandated quarantine that followed, all an-
nual activities to support and celebrate hikers came to a
halt. 

This year, however, Franklin's AT Mile110 Celebration
provides a host of opportunities for not only hikers, but
local residents and visitors to become educated about the
outdoors and nature and to celebrate the age-old East
Coast trail and the people traversing it. 

Many entities, including such organizations as Nanta-
hala Hiking Club (NHC), A.T Conservancy, and Main-
spring Conservation Trust, along with various retailers and
restaurants and the local breweries, come together to roll
out a month’s worth of activities for Franklin's AT Mile110
Celebration. Representatives of local entities have been
meeting for several months within the Franklin A.T. Com-
munity Council to plan for the Celebration, which takes place
essentially from the end of March to the end of April – when
a majority of A.T. northbound hikers converge on Franklin. 

For example, NHC hosts a Hiker Chowdown in April ; this
event involves multiple volunteers coming together to feed hik-
ers a homemade meal.

“Thru-hikers have stated repeatedly that Franklin is a town
they would love to come back to following their journey,”
noted Victor Treutel, current NHC president. “This is due to
our friendly people, beauty of the area, and how we embrace
the hiker community and the support we provide them.”

A Hiker Bash kicks off the spring celebration on March 26

and the main wrap-up is an Outdoor Music Bash and Gear Ex-
change on April 22. 

To complement Franklin's AT Mile110 Celebration, the

Macon County Public Library hosts “Walking with Spring,” a
series of films and programs that take place in the Meeting
Room. Kicking off “Walking with Spring” is the Sally Kesler
Memorial Art Reception. In addition,

there will be a yoga walk, a presentation on legendary hiker
Grandma Emma Gatewood, a tutorial on the fundamentals of
footwear, and instruction on how to respond to bear sightings.
Anyone is welcome to attend “Walking with Spring.” More
information is available on the library website or by calling the
library at (828)524-3600. 

In addition, First Baptist Church has provided breakfast an-
nually at 7 a.m. for A.T. hikers from mid-March to mid-April.

Local businesses also record visitors with some offering “paid forward”
trail magic. 

2021 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE L 2022 RAM 3500 TRADESMAN

2021 RAM 1500 TRADESMAN

556 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • 828-634-7772 
smokymountainchryslerdodgejeepram.com

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR MOJAVE

NEW CAR SPECIALSNEW CAR SPECIALS

We are excited to announce we are open to serve our guests and 
community. We invite you to experience our Farm to Fork restaurant
and enjoy our incredible menu and amazing service. We are proud 

to source our ingredients from local farmers.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday – Saturday  11:00 am – 9:00 pm  •  Lunch Delivery  11:00 – 2:00

Reservations accepted

(828)369-2690 | graciousplatesonmain@gmail.com

10% discount for Veterans and First Responders everyday
Thank you for your service

COMING SOON – GRAND OPENING EVENTS AND SPECIALS!

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
FRANKLIN, NC

The breakfast includes pancakes, bacon, coffee, and juice. Like
so much else in 2020, the breakfasts halted, but even as the
pandemic continued in 2021 and the full A.T. spring celebra-
tion was not implemented, the church again served breakfast. 

“Sometimes our volunteers make homemade breads and
such,” said First Baptist Church’s Senior Pastor Dr. Robert
Brown. “It takes five to seven of us to serve every day and we
do it to minister to these folks who are literally from around the
world. Pre-pandemic normal was for us to see folks from 15-
20 foreign countries. Our intent is to encourage them on their
hike, and to encourage them in life because of the hope Jesus
Christ makes possible.”

For more information regarding A.T.-themed events and ac-
tivities scheduled for the next several weeks, visit
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinATMile110 and
https://fontanalib.org/franklin. 

Macon County Public Library’s 
“Walking with Spring” Schedule
– March 26, 3:00-5:00 p.m. Nantahala Hiking Club co-

founder Sally Kesler Memorial Art Reception
– March 30, 5:15 p.m. Yoga Walk on the Greenway with

yoga teacher Jennifer McIntee; sign up at www.beyondbend-
ingyoga.com/schedule

– April 6, 6:00 p.m. “Fundamentals of Footwear,” with pro-
fessional boot-fitter Kev Martin

– April 13, 6:00 p.m. “Grandma Emma Gatewood Returns,”
with storyteller/AT hiker Nancy Reeder

– April 20, 6:00 p.m. “Are You BearWise? How to Co-Exist
Safely with Bears,” with N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion’s Ashley Hobbs

–  May 12, 6:00 p.m. documentary “Trail Magic: The
Grandma Gatewood Story”
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License plate agency to close; reopens in April 
The Franklin License Plate Agency

(LPA) will temporarily close on March 30
after the current contractor announced her
retirement.

The agency at 353 Westgate Plaza in the
Westgate Plaza Shopping Center will re-
open under new ownership on a later date to
be announced in April.

The current contractor of the LPA, Frieda
Teem, has operated the agency since 1987.

In North Carolina, NCDMV oversees
LPAs, but the agencies are managed by pri-
vate businesses or local governments.

Three nearby license plate agencies offer
service Monday through Friday:

• Sylva, 454 E. Main St., from 8:30 a.m.-
4 p.m., 828-586-3886

• Murphy, 1176 Andrews Rd., from 8
a.m.-5 p.m., 828-837-9922

• Brevard, 20 E. Morgan St., from 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., 828-883-3251

After reopening, the agency will continue
to operate from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Fri-
day, except on state holidays, and will be
contracted to Kyle and Phoebe Donohue,
who also operate the LPA in Murphy.

LPAs offer vehicle registration services
and title transactions, as well as vehicle li-
cense plate renewals, replacement tags,
handicap placards and duplicate registra-

tions. There are currently 131 license plate
agencies operating across North Carolina.

Services such as property tax payments
and registration renewals can also be com-
pleted online at www.MyNCDMV.gov.

Franklin seeks volunteer board applicants
The Town of Franklin Town Council is

accepting applications to fill the following
vacancies on various community boards.
Applications should be submitted no later
than April 1, 2022 for consideration.  Ap-
plications are kept on file for one year. Ap-
plicants must be a resident of Franklin to
qualify.     

• ABC Board – one vacancy 
• Planning Board – two vacancies – ETJ

representative and an ETJ alternate
The terms for these boards are three

years.  The appointee for the ABC Board
will finish out an unserved term until May
3, 2024.  The Planning Board appointees
will serve a full three-year term.  

Applications are available online at
www.franklinnc.com/boards-authorities-
franklin-nc.html    or can be obtained at
Town Hall, 95 East Main Street, Franklin.
For more information, contact Town Man-
ager Amie Owens at 828-524-2516 x 305
or via email at aowens@franklinnc.com.
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“And then my relationship with God
has grown and through faith allowed me
to step into life and fitness coaching full
time,” he said. “As a life coach, I work
with individuals on set things that they
specifically  would like to improve in
their lives. This includes learning how to
better communicate, build confidence …
become more productive individuals,
mentally and physically, for themselves
and those around them.”  

Epps said that delving into podcast
production for his NspiredCoaching
show was “fairly easy.” He explained,
“Your setup is pretty simple. You just
need a microphone and a platform that
allows you to record. I think the hardest
part is your willingness to speak. I have
spoken in front of people before, but sit-
ting in front of my computer and talking
about a subject in hopes that someone
somewhere in the world will get some-
thing out of it has been my biggest chal-
lenge. But I think that is where faith has
to play a big role in knowing that this is
not just for me but to help someone else
who may be needing just what I have to
say.”  

Epps, who has lived in Franklin for
close to five years, has established roots. He recently pur-
chased a home, became engaged (to Emily Neidle), and
serves on Discover Church’s DiscoverKids team as a Sun-
day school teacher for first and second graders. He also vol-
unteers within the community, especially with FCA
(Fellowship of Christian Athletes). 

“I also hope to do more public speaking and more moti-
vational speaking as opportunities arise either with church
or other community events and organizations,” he said. “I
think my main goal as a life coach is to let people know
that they can and do have the abilities and resources to im-
prove.” 

Anyone interested in listening to Epps’s podcast can find
it on Google, Apple, and Spotify. 

Motivation and life skills shared on locally created podcast 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer 

Learning empathy, assertiveness,
goal-setting, and more are topics of a
relatively new podcast called Nspired-
Coaching by Franklin’s Jeffrey Epps.
The life coaching podcast grew out of
Epps’s career as a fitness coach and
his “desire” to help people achieve the
most out of life. 

While podcasts resonate with all
ages, a December eMarketer reporter
pointed out that more than 60% of
U.S. adults ages 18 to 34 listen to pod-
casts – and that percentage is increas-
ing.

Although Epps works with people
individually regarding their fitness and
life goals, the weekly or bi-weekly
podcast enables him to share knowl-
edge with more people. 

“For example I released a podcast
on how to set your internal GPS; this
is essentially finding the direction in
life you would like to go on various
things such as relationship, finances,
and mental and physical health, and
then I try and give some tangible steps
to listeners so that they may apply them and see a change
and positive difference in their lives.” 

At 6 foot 4 inches tall, Epps is an imposing figure who
used his stature to excel at sports. He was educated at
Clemson University, finishing with a bachelor of science
in agriculture education. However, he embarked on a jour-
ney of achieving personal trainer status due to an early-age
passion for fitness and sports. He played football in high
school and played and coached rugby in and after college.  

“I have also done competitive powerlifting, which fo-
cuses on the maximum amount of weight you can lift at a
given moment in movements of the squat, bench press, and
deadlift,” said Epps. “Over the years I have learned how to
properly perform these lifts correctly that hopefully re-

duced injury and now aim to teach that along with physical
wellbeing.”

As he has continued to coach, Epps additionally has been
involved in competing in and teaching boxing. 

“In a similar fashion, these aspects of fitness have led me
to be able to use these skills in life coaching as well.”

However, before he decided fitness and life coaching
were callings, his college degree enabled him to land a 10-
year job at USDA-NRCS (United States Department of
Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service),
which eventually led him to Franklin from South Carolina,
where he was raised. 

At USDA-NRCS, he developed leadership, communica-
tion, and interpersonal skills. 

Jeffrey Epps of Franklin is host to a life coaching podcast sharing knowledge he has obtained over the years
on how to help individuals specifically improve their lives. The podcast is called Nspired Coaching and is
available at Google, Apple and Spotify.

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com
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3rd annual Unify: March Madness set
for March 24 at Franklin Panther Den

Franklin High School  will host the
UNIFY March Madness Basketball Event in
the Panther Den Thursday, March 24.

Opening ceremonies and player in-
troductions will begin at 6 p.m.
The National Anthem will be
performed by guest Bianka
Wills. Entertainment be-
tween quarters will be pro-
vided by school clubs and
the FHS Cheer squad,
halftime performances by
F.I.P. (Franklin Indoor
Percussion) and Panther
Sound, special entertain-
ment by the Zooperstars, as
well as hype squads throughout
the game. Concessions will be
sponsored by The Franklin High School
Booster Club.

What is UNIFY March Madness?
Through shared basketball training and

experiences, UNIFY March Madness will

join and benefit students with and without
intellectual disabilities on the same team.
With the help of teachers and coaches,

Franklin High students will help plan
and lead this event. Through

weekly practices, Franklin
High Special Education

students are currently
practicing the game of
basketball in prepara-
tion to compete in the
UNIFY March Madness
game.

The Unify March
Madness game is free ad-

mission and is open to the
public. Franklin High School

and its student body welcome
the Macon County community to

come and participate in this very special
night in the Panther Den. For more informa-
tion leading up to this  event, visit the Face-
book and Instagram pages
@FHSStudentLeadership.

Students in Jackson and surrounding coun-
ties getting ready for this year’s prom season
are invited to choose from a closet of free
dresses and formal wear courtesy of Pamela’s
Closet. Pamela’s Closet is the Poplar Springs
Baptist Church (Shelby, NC) chapter of
Becca’s Closet and will be hosting prom dress
distributions this month for area high school
students. 

The distribution events
will feature hundreds of
free dresses and formal
wear sizes 0-28 available
with two dates for stu-
dents to shop.

Event dates for the
Smoky Mountain High
School Distribution are: 

– Saturday March 26,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Smoky
Mountain High School,
Sylva

– Sunday March 27, 2-
5 p.m., at Smoky Moun-
tain High School, Sylva

Becca’s Closet, based
out of Florida, seeks to
provide free prom dresses
to high schoolers (https://www.beccas-
closet.org/). This is the chapter’s seventh year
running distributions. No proof of need is re-
quested or asked for at any time.  At the event,
dresses are arranged according to size on dress
racks for easy access and browsing.  With
dressing rooms and floor-length mirrors pro-
vided, students will get to try on as many
gowns as they’d like. Hundreds of dresses (in-
cluding some jumpsuits) will be on display in
a range of sizes (0-28), styles, colors, and
shapes.  Students may take one dress. 

The program’s goal of Becca’s Closet is to
provide an inviting space and a positive expe-
rience for students. 

Another option
Organizers of Night to Shine have found a

location to store their formal wear. Volunteers
moved the clothes and racks this week to their
new place at Iotla School. Cheryl Hart Richter,

coordinator of Night to
Shine, said that once they
are set up that any Macon
County students (middle
or high school) are wel-
come to borrow the
clothes for special dances
or proms.  The commu-
nity has donated hundreds
of dresses, and lots of
suits and tuxedos as well.
Any teacher needing
clothes for a formal occa-
sion are welcome to bor-
row some too. “We’ve
been so blessed over the
years to have a commu-
nity that’s been so sup-
portive of our Night to

Shine prom for people with special needs, that
they’ve donated hundreds of dresses and suits
to us.  Because of their generosity, we feel that
not only should the clothes be available for our
special needs guests for their prom, but also
any middle or high school student in our com-
munity that is in need of formal attire for spe-
cial dances or proms.  Any student that needs
to borrow formal attire can contact us by
emailing:  franklinnighttoshine@yahoo.com
or by messaging Cheryl Hart Richter on Face-
book.     

Free prom wear offered to WNC students 

U.S. CORPORATIONs • ESTATEs, LLCs, TRUSTs
AT EAGLE TAX BREAKS, we believe in
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1090 HIGHLANDS ROAD • FRANKLIN, NC 28734 • 828-524-1140
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COST: $125 • SIZE: 3LBS • QUEEN: CARNIOLAN AND SASKATRAZ
AVAILABLE: FIRST WEEK IN APRIL
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NC farmers speak out against bill that would shut them out of marijuana industry
Brittney Lofthouse - Contributing Writer

Senate Bill 711, the North Carolina Compassionate Care
Act, is sponsored by Sen. Bill Rabon (R), Sen. Michael Lee
(R), and Sen. Paul Lowe (D), and would allow individuals with
qualifying debilitating medical conditions to register to use and
safely access medical cannabis through a regulated medical
cannabis supply system. 
The bill’s last movement was on August 26 and is currently

still in “Rules and Operations” in the Senate. The bill’s pri-
mary sponsor, Sen. Rabon serves as the Chair of the Senate’s
Rules and Operations committee, so the likelihood of the bill
being heard during the General Assembly’s short session this
spring is high. 
SB711 lists as a primary reason for the bill that “modern

medical research has found that cannabis and cannabinoid
compounds are effective at alleviating pain, nausea and other
symptoms associated with several debilitating medical condi-
tions.”
If it gets passed, it would join the other 36 states in the coun-

try where medical marijuana is legal — however small busi-
nesses across North Carolina are raising concerns about the
bill and what it would do to the existing hemp farms in North
Carolina. 
Current hemp farmers, processors, and retailers in Asheville,

Charlotte, Raleigh and other areas across North Carolina face
a complete shut out of the cannabis market if the bill passes.
There are just shy of 2,000 registered hemp farms across North
Carolina with 73 in Buncombe County alone. Abby’s Angel’s,
a growth operation located in Macon County said while med-
ical marijuana is desperately needed … so is the ability for lo-
cally-owned, North Carolina businesses to participate in the
industry.  

“We at Abby’s Angel’s, have mixed
feelings about NC SB711, to say the
least. On one hand, we see daily, the
potential cannabis has to drastically
improve the quality of life for some-
one.  It’s truly an amazing thing to be
able to grow, process, formulate a
hemp flower into a third-party lab-
tested product, that can aid or suppress
seizures, chronic pain, anxiety, and the
list goes on,” said Tyler Brooks with
Abby’s Angel’s. “There is a need for
medical cannabis programs in North
Carolina, for patients and nonpatients
alike. Tax revenue from sales could do
great things for our state if used cor-
rectly. On the other hand, we feel the
proposed bill is not in favor of pa-
tients, farmers, processors or retailers.
This industry needs barriers of entry
and regulation  to keep a level of true
professionalism, but the proposed re-
quirements, will keep almost all but
10 companies from being able to
make the leap into the medical program, and will most likely,
create a grey area nightmare for operating hemp business. We
welcome a medical cannabis program in North Carolina, we
would just like to see one that’s more beneficial for more of
the population, and allows more North Carolina hemp busi-
nesses to be able to take part.”
For businesses to get licensed, all medical marijuana com-

panies must manage every aspect from farming to the final sale
(including owning and operating storefronts) — an expensive
barrier for entry and something the majority of North Carolina
farmers are not ready to do. The bill also will only allow 10 li-
censes for the entire state of North Carolina with each applicant
being required to pay a $50,000 nonrefundable fee, plus $5,000
for each production facility or medical cannabis center the ap-
plicant proposes to operate under the license.
The bill also states that each license requires five years of

experience growing, testing, and distributing medical mari-
juana — something local farmers cannot immediately do since
it is currently illegal in North Carolina, meaning farms and
companies outside of the state would benefit from the bill’s
passage. 
To legally use and access medical cannabis, qualifying pa-

tients would obtain a registry identification card from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services. To apply, patients
must submit a physician-issued written certification stating that
the potential health benefits of medical cannabis would likely
outweigh the risks for the patient, along with an application
form.
Patients under the age of 18 only qualify with their parents’

consent and if the parents obtain the cannabis and control its
dosage.
The bill restricts patient access to a short-list of terminal dis-

eases, without including mental health, autoimmune, chronic
pain, and opioid use disorders, allowing only about 5 percent
of NC’s population to qualify. 
Qualifying conditions are cancer, epilepsy, positive status

for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS), Crohn’s disease, sickle cell anemia, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, very limited post-traumatic stress disorder (subject to ev-
idence that an applicant experienced one or more traumatic
events), multiple sclerosis, cachexia or wasting syndrome, se-
vere or persistent nausea in a person who is not pregnant that
is related to end of life or hospice care, or who is bedridden or
homebound because of a condition, a terminal illness when the
patient’s remaining life expectancy is less than six months, and

any other serious medical condition or its treatment added by
the Medical Cannabis Advisory Board.
SB 711 instructs the Department to submit a report to the

Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and Human
Services and to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on
Justice and Public Safety by October 1 of each year. The report
would include the number of registry identification card appli-
cations submitted, the number of qualifying patients and des-
ignated caregivers served by each medical cannabis center, and
the number of suppliers, production facilities, and medical
cannabis centers by county.
If the bill gets passed, limits would be placed on the time of

day it could be sold and where the businesses would be located.
Some N.C. Republican lawmakers argue this bill could be the
first step towards full legalization of marijuana in general. The
bill’s primary sponsor, Sen. Rabon, a cancer survivor, has said
SB711 would not serve as a gateway to recreational marijuana
use.
Rabon said on June 23, after the Senate Judiciary Commit-

tee spent about 65 minutes on the bill, followed by 45 minutes
during a discussion-only presentation, “To some people, it is a
contentious issue, and to some people, it is not. I happen to be
one who it is not. I know how rough it is to go through chemo
and how bad it is to wake up every day and think it may be
your last day on Earth. 
“There is nothing less compassionate on this Earth than to

watch a person you love suffer when there is something that
can ameliorate that suffering.”
For suppliers seeking license renewal, a nonrefundable fee of

not less than $10,000, plus $1,000 for each production facility
or medical cannabis center the supplier operates. Cannabis and
cannabis-infused products would be exempt from the sales and
use tax. Additionally, each supplier may “own and operate no
more than four medical cannabis centers” thereby limiting the
total number of medical cannabis distribution centers to 40
across the entire state.
We Go High NC is a southern Cannabis Justice organization

working to increase cannabis access in prohibition states, high-
light the natural connection between cannabis consumption and
prison abolition, and have come out vocally against SB711 be-
cause the bill fails to address decriminalization as SB711 in-
cludes zero decriminalization or expungement efforts.
“It’s a missed opportunity to create a bill that recognizes

cannabis as a medicine but doesn’t admit the damage done
from years of cannabis criminalization in North Carolina,” said
We Go High representatives. “A truly compassionate act would

SB711 will only allow 10 licenses for the entire state of North Carolina with each applicant
required to pay a $50,000 nonrefundable fee, plus $5,000 for each production facility or
medical cannibas center the applicant proposes to operate under the license.

Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Mountain Medical 
Directory

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!
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SSpprriinnggAND TIME TO...

Donations
of Food &
Supplies

FFIILLLL 
TTHHEE 
VVAANN
FFIILLLL 
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IT’S

SATURDAY, MARCH 26 • 10AM – 3PM
(Weather permitting)

AT  TRACTOR SUPPLY CO. • 3077 GEORGIA ROAD

We at Appalachian Animal Rescue Center look forward to seeing 
you at Tractor Supply! Thanks to all of our supporters!

•   Purina Cat & Kitten Food (wet/dry)
•   Purina Dog & Puppy Food (wet/dry)
•   Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

•  Low Sodium Canned 
     Vegetables (without Corn)
•  Rice
•  Dawn Dish Detergent

APPALACHIAN ANIMAL RESCUE CENTER WISH LIST
•   Tidy Cat Kitty Litter
•   Laundry Detergent & Bleach
•   All other Donations Welcome!

CHECK OUT THE DOG & CAT SUPPLIES IN TRACTOR SUPPLY!

MMOONNDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 44 •• 66::3300--88PPMM
FFiirrsstt AAlllliiaannccee CChhuurrcchh,, 3311 PPrroommiissee LLaannee •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

FFoorr ffrreeee cchhiillddccaarree,, ccoonnttaacctt JJeennnnyy LLeewwiiss aatt 
882288--337711--77110011 oorr jjeennnnyyiimmpp@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

LLeeaarrnn tthhee mmaannyy wwaayyss yyoouu 
ccaann hheellpp ffoosstteerr cchhiillddrreenn

EEvveerr wwoonnddeerr hhooww yyoouu mmiigghhtt hheellpp cchhiillddrreenn?? AAtttteenndd aa ffrreeee iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
sseessssiioonn ((wwiitthh ddeesssseerrtt!!)) ttoo lleeaarrnn aabboouutt ffoosstteerr,, rreessoouurrccee aanndd aaddooppttiivvee ppaarreennttss.. 

SSeevveerraall FFrraannkklliinn ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess wwiillll sshhaarree tthheeiirr eexxppeerriieenncceess aanndd aannsswweerr qquueessttiioonnss..
YYoouu’’llll aallssoo ddiissccoovveerr iimmppoorrttaanntt wwaayyss ttoo hheellpp wwiitthhoouutt bbeeccoommiinngg aa ffoosstteerr ppaarreenntt..

have social equity baked in, reassess cannabis-
related convictions, and include lower barri-
ers to entry for small business. There is endless
potential for this legislation but in its current
form SB711 would help a very small number
of individuals.”
The bill’s current language also includes the

following provisions:
The NC Department of Health and Human

Services would “establish standards for and li-
cense up to five independent testing laborato-
ries to test cannabis and cannabis-infused
products that are to be sold in the State.” 
The University of North Carolina is to cre-

ate a “North Carolina Cannabis Research Pro-
gram” to provide “objective, scientific
research regarding the administration of
cannabis or cannabis-infused products as part
of medical treatment.”  
Penalties for violations, including enhanced

sentencing, would apply if a criminal offense
were committed at a medical cannabis center
or production facility or with cannabis from a
medical cannabis center or production facility.
While SB711 is bipartisan with the primary

sponsor being Republican, many conserva-
tives object to the bill due to federal laws that
prevent individuals from owning a firearm if
they also hold a medical marijuana card. Be-
cause the federal government says cannabis is
illegal, medical cannabis users are thought to
be utilizing a controlled substance. As such,
according to federal law, medical marijuana

patients cannot legally purchase firearms. The
Gun Control Act of 1968 prohibits individu-
als from possessing guns or ammunition if
they are addicted to or use any controlled sub-
stance, classifies cannabis as a Schedule 1
controlled substance, meaning it has no ap-
parent medicinal value, has high abuse poten-
tial, and (according to the classification) both
possession and use are illegal.
Even if you’re in a state with legalized

cannabis for medical or recreational use, you
cannot legally own a firearm even if you are li-
censed for both. If you possess a gun, a med-
ical marijuana card “invalidates” any firearm
license you may have.
With significant controversy surrounding

the legislation, North Carolina leaders ac-
knowledge the need to clearly define and reg-
ulate medicinal cannabis use. Senate
lawmakers assigned the bill to be heard in four
committees total before it could make it to the
floor for a final vote. If the bill were to become
law, it would make North Carolina one of the
most tightly regulated states for medical mar-
ijuana use.
SB711 is one of nearly a dozen attempts to

legalize medical marijuana in the state since
the first was tried during the 2009-2010 ses-
sions. None of the previous bills, including the
most recent House Bill 401 in 2019, advanced
out of the first committee step. SB711 will
likely advance out of committee during the
short session.

State officials discuss broadband 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

State representatives organized an infor-
mational broadband session Monday after-
noon in Macon County featuring Angie
Bailey, director of Broadband Infrastructure
Office within Division of Broadband and
Digital Equity, Deputy Secretary Nate
Denny for Broadband and Digital Equity, as
well as broadband providers and elected of-
ficials to discuss expanding broadband in
Western North Carolina. 
The event, which was the first of its kind

in the state, highlighted the millions of dol-
lars available in federal funding across North
Carolina. 
“We got a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity

with the funding that’s come down from
Washington DC,” Nate Denny told a crowd
of around 200 stakeholders comprised of
elected officials, community members, and
the general public. 
While state leaders were hesitant to put an

exact dollar amount on the amount of poten-
tial funding that will be earmarked for WNC,
Senator Kevin Corbin said he thinks it would
be upwards of $25 million. The $25 million
touted by state officials on Monday is part
of American Rescue Funds allocated for
broadband infrastructure growth and im-

provements. Those funds are in addition to
$350 million available in the state’s GREAT
(Growing Rural Economies with Access to
Technology) grants.
According to Denny, North Carolina will

be dividing $1 billion for this purpose be-
tween the state’s 100 counties in order to
reach underserved homes still without reli-
able internet access. The state will determine
the amount of funds distributed to each
county based on an online survey. Funding
will be competitive, and discovering where
broadband is lacking within the county is
vital to securing money from this one-time
opportunity. 
Understanding the irony in asking resi-

dents to complete an online survey, via the
internet, to notify the state of their lack of ac-
cess to the internet, Denny noted that state
residents can also call in to conduct the sur-
vey.  Residents without internet service but
with phones capable of text messaging can
text “internet” to 919-750-0553. Residents
with landlines or cellphones that do not have
texting capability may place a voice call to
919-750-0553. An interactive voice response
system will guide them through a series of
short questions to obtain the caller’s address
and register it in the database as having no
internet capability at all.



THE MACON COUNTy NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE10 THURSDAy, MARCH 24, 2022VOLUME 39    NUMBER 44OPINION

Letters to the Editor

The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
any advertisement or supplement beyond the actual cost of the ad-
vertisement or supplement. In no event shall publisher be liable for
any consequential damages or any damages in excess of the cost of
the advertisement or supplements. The Macon County News and
Shopping Guide reserves the right not to accept an advertiser’s order.
Only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance
of the advertiser’s order. No brokering of advertising space or sup-
plements will be accepted without prior approval of publisher. Third
Class Mailing Privileges Authorized at Franklin, N.C. 28734

Matt Nelson
Graphic Designer

Vickie Carpenter, Classifieds/Photographer

Jay Baird
Advertising Representative

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of grievances.”

26 West Main Street, Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767 • FAX: 369-2700
www.themaconcountynews.com 

Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com
Deadline for display advertising is Friday at 
4 p.m. Classified deadline Monday, 3 p.m

Deena Bouknight
Contributing Writer 

Diane Peltz
Contributing Writer 

Brittney Lofthouse
Contributing Writer 

Shana Bilbrey
Graphic Designer

Betsey Gooder
Publisher /Advertising Director
Teresa S. Tabor, Copy Editor

America’s national pastime is greed
It is not my purpose to simply compare costs from a time

long past but rather to recognize the consequences and
repercussions that have occurred over decades due to the so-
cietal and economic (often erratic and unpredictable) varia-
tions Americans have experienced since WWII.

I'll choose a year as a frame of reference - 1958 (the year
my daughter was born).  The average income was $5.000, a
new car - $2,200, a new house - $13,000, a First Class
Postage Stamp - three cents, and the tuition at Harvard Uni-
versity - approximately $1,000 a year.

As a young man (18) and fresh out of high school, I man-
aged a small plastics factory (small, meaning four employ-
ees plus the owner).  I earned $60 per week ($54.20 after
taxes).  I made a little extra money mowing lawns, shovel-
ing snow and parking cars 10 Saturdays at a nearby race
track, jobs I'd had for years.

But here's the thing...  living was affordable in 1958.  Rent
for my two-bedroom apartment was $15 a week, eggs were
28 cents a dozen, a loaf of bread - 20 cents, milk - $1 a gal-
lon, and the $38 I just bought 10 gallons of gas with last
week would have purchased 237 gallons in 1958, enough to
fill my gas tank about 15 times.

On my income I supported a wife, a baby, a car, an apart-
ment, tithed to our church and had money left over.  Can a
reasonably resourceful, hard-working young high school
graduate work and support a family today as I did relatively
easily in 1958?  I think not.  The costs of living are simply
too high.

The reasons for this are many and complex.  The owner
of the factory where I worked in 1958 earned five times my
salary, for one thing.  Present day CEOs would expect 500
times my salary.  In 1958 America's national pastime was
baseball.  Today, it's greed.

There was a time when our greatest economic successes
occurred when the U.S. government helped to create an en-
vironment in which entrepreneurial business activity could
thrive.   Present-day government policies in the hands of
egocentric, self-serving public officials has altered the orig-
inal premise of "representative government" significantly
and average Americans are left to shoulder (which means
suffer) the consequences.

According to Economist.com - "A child born in a house-
hold among the bottom 20% of U.S. income distribution has
a 7.5% chance of reaching the top 20% in his or her life-
time.  America's levels of social mobility are now among
the lowest in the developed world."

There is a reverse (an antithesis) to our past beliefs in gov-
ernment.  A substantial portion of the U.S. Congress is con-
vinced it's entitled to trading stocks in this free market
economy, taking advantage of information afforded them in
closed House and Senate hearings.   Timothy Carney in

WashingtonExaminer.com states, "That's indefensible.  The
people subsidizing, regulating, taxing, exempting and pro-
tecting corporations should not also be investing in them."
However, it continues, right?  It never stops.

I believe it was over a year ago, figures published by
economist Gabriel Zucman suggested that wealthy individ-
uals and corrupt politicians had managed to stash $7.6 tril-
lion in offshore tax havens.  That's about 8% of the world's
wealth (according to Vox.com).

Our present economy, the outrageously high (and seem-
ingly out of control) cost of living, the shameless wage dis-
parity, growing homelessness and broadening poverty, were
all avoidable.  

David L. Snell – Franklin, N.C.

Absentee ballots request
March 28-May 10

Request forms at www.maconnc.org or
www.ncsbe.gov or by calling (828)349-2034 or email
Macon.boe@ncsbe.gov.

Voter Registration Deadline 
Friday, April 22 at 5 p.m.

Same day registration is possible only during
one-stop voting.

One-Stop Voting - Franklin 
April 28-May 14

Robert C. Carpenter Community Building
Hours Mon-Fri, 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

One-Stop Voting - Highlands 
April 28-May 14

Highlands Civic Center, 600 N 4th St.
Hours Mon-Fri, 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Primay Election Day
Tuesday, May 17

Voters will cast ballots at Town Hall & Highlands
Civic Center.

Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Contact the Macon County Board of Elections at

(828)349-2034 or visit www.maconnc.org/elections. 

Voter information for 
May 17 Primary Election

What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

I’ve written this column for
more than eight years.  I try to
keep things positive.  Unfortu-
nately, I can’t do that this
week. I have to respond to the
lawsuit that Commissioner
Hehn has filed against Josh
Ward, our town manager.

At last Thursday’s town
board meeting I expressed dis-
appointment that Mr. Hehn had
filed a personal lawsuit against
Josh. It wasn’t against the Town of Highlands, the mayor,
nor the town board. It was against Josh Ward.  

Filing a personal lawsuit against a town employee, es-
pecially by a town elected official, is a bad precedence.  It
is simply unacceptable if the community wants to have a
functioning government.  

I can’t understand why the commissioner took such ac-
tion, except to coerce and intimidate Josh Ward.  Josh has
three children. One is about to start college, another two
in elementary school. As a parent Josh faces years of fi-
nancial obligations. As a town manager he is under con-
stant pressure to deal with town issues. The last thing Josh
needs is a town commissioner suing him in Macon
County Superior Court for an action he was doing under
the direction of the town board and mayor.  

In a previous letter to Josh marked confidential, Mr.
Hehn demanded that Josh privately pay him for attorney
fees that Mr. Hehn incurred in his quest to see broadband
documents. These documents were part of a nondisclo-
sure statement that the town board had signed with
WideOpen Networks.  Mr. Hehn was not on the board
when this agreement was approved.

He also contends in his filing that Josh did not provide
him copies of the redline drafts that attorneys represent-
ing the town exchanged with Hotwire attorneys.  Josh,
nor I, nor the board, nor the staff have these documents.
These redline drafts are not public documents.  At the
February board meeting commissioners voted 4 to 1 not
to ask the attorneys for these documents. Commissioners
felt there was no need for Mr. Hehn, or anyone else, to
micromanage and second guess a finalized contract by
scouring through multiple attorney drafts and notes.

In his filings Mr. Hehn made several assertions that
were incorrect. One was that Josh personally withheld the
redline documents from Mr. Hehn. Josh simply followed
the board’s directive.  I addressed other misleading filing
statements at Thursday’s board meeting.

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11
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828.369.7300

BOOK YOUR TUX FOR PROM NOW!

MACON COUNTY 
REPUBLICAN PARTY

AAnnnnuuaall CCoonnvveennttiioonn
&& PPrreecciinncctt MMeeeettiinnggss

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2022

5:30PM Meet & Greet Candidates
6:30PM Gavel 

Macon voters registered Republican as of 
January 31, 2022 are invited to participate.
maconrepublicans@gmail.com

Paid for by Macon GOP

Smoky Mountain Center for 
the Performing Arts

1028 Georgia Road • Franklin, NC

Donuts with 
DANNY REITMEIER
for County Commissioner

Saturday, April 2 • 9am-11am
at Macon County Community Bldg.

Paid for by Friends of Reitmeier for County Commissioner

TAYLOR From previous page

It’s regrettable that Hehn is now attacking Josh with a
lawsuit.  Josh was not intimidated and refused to comply
with Mr. Hehn previous coercive letter. Now Josh is fac-
ing a new personal attack. 

I was gratified that the board of commissioners voted
to pay for Josh Ward’s defense fees. I am not surprised
that Mr. Hehn decided to file a lawsuit against a town
employee. He has a history for filing lawsuits against
government entities that he had been associated with. But
now he is making it personal.

Josh is a good town manager and public servant. He is
an honest and hardworking employee.  This situation
sends a bad message to other town employees, either
comply with Commissioner Hehn’s directives or face a
lawsuit. 

The Macon County News letters page is a
public forum open to a wide variety of opinions
as a right guaranteed in the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution. Letters are neither ac-
cepted nor rejected based on content. Letters
must be signed and contact information pro-
vided. Views expressed are not necessarily re-
flective of the opinions of publisher, editor or
staff. Writers are asked to refrain from personal
attacks against individuals or businesses.

Seeking answers to the question of ‘why’
We all are a bit inquisitive and are continually asking

“why?” While toddlers can try any one’s patience asking
the “why” questions. Like why is the sky blue or why does-
n't my dog talk, instead he barks? But we all throughout life
are asking why, and this never seems to leaves us. We ask
why and how is it we all share life on this small speck called
earth drifting within an endless universe. Or why does our
world seem so divisive instead of united ? And yet more
personal, “why” did my spouse or parent leave me? Why
does life seems so painful?  Why in all our modern ad-
vancements we as a people seem to be drifting further apart?
The fields of science and medicine also ask “why,” in seek-
ing understanding of our human bodies, behavior, and our
world and universe and how we live within them. Poetry,
songs, political systems, every part of humanity is involved
at some point in asking the question of, “why?” Some get
answered, but it's more of what touches the internal man
that seems evasive or never answered. Humanity seeks an
understanding of why can't we find justice, peace, in unity
and love. Our hearts cry for the truest sense of this. Gov-
ernments and religious systems try but fail at this, never
finding the truest meaning of what we seek, why ? 

Universities once were seekers of finding  truth within a
diversity of thought and ideas, which its own definition of
university is (uni) unity within (versity) diversity. But most
universities display a complete opposite, and we wonder,
why? Within the public square we've devalued ourselves,
as well as those around us. Why? Why do we say we want

all that is good for ourselves and all humanity when we act
and behave the opposite? Why is it I feel so lost and empty,
within a world so full of what's suppose to make me happy,
but doesn't ?  If any generation is in need of asking “why,”
it is this generation. We truly are lost and have no idea of
where or what we are doing, and more now than ever are
asking, “why?” Life is reduced to a hollow chase of unend-
ing gratifications which are left wanting and never realized,
and the question is “why?” Humanly speaking, how is it
we've devalued ourselves to the point we are today? If man
is the essence of all things and valued as the higher being of
all that there is, then man has failed and deceived himself
greatly and lives in a blindness he himself has created, and
continues to do so willingly. The values we seek do not
come from man. Valued foundations are only found in the
Divine which is outside of man and awaits a relationship
that brings all value to mankind with purpose and meaning
to ones self and all humanity. Where else does this comes
from?  Why is it we don't see or believe this ? What is it you
believe.... and the finale question is, “Why?”                                                                                

Re-thinking life, 

Deni Shepard – nds13@frontier.com

P.S. To our Hiker friends, who we welcome and wish the
best for your journeys.      

As you walk and see the awesome splendid vistas, the
babbling creeks and mountain meadows, all the wonders of
nature. What is it that draws the awestruck wonder within
the heart and mind of taking in all of what you see? Who's
behind this creation we are part of? Why, or who seems to
be in want of discovery? 

The spirit of God, Christ calls from all creation for Him
to be personally known and discovered. I hope you find
what your heart seeks. 

March proclaimed as Women’s History Month 
Governor Roy Cooper has proclaimed March as Women’s

History Month to honor the women who have shaped North
Carolina’s history.

“This month, we celebrate the achievements of North Car-
olina women who have worked to strengthen our state,” said
Governor Cooper. “Gender disparities still exist in too many
spaces, and we must ensure that women have access to equal
opportunities, pay and respect for their contributions.”

This year marks the 59th anniversary of the North Car-
olina Council for Women and Youth Involvement, an initia-
tive focused on advancing and protecting the rights of
women. The Council provides guidance on a variety of is-
sues that women face, including health and wellness, youth
development and education and employment, as well as
funding for domestic violence and sexual assault programs. 

The Governor and his administration are working to ad-
vance gender equality in North Carolina. In May 2019, the
Governor signed Executive Order No. 95. The Order pro-
vides state employees with eight weeks of paid parental

leave after giving birth or four weeks of paid parental leave
after a partner gives birth or to bond with and care for a child
in the event of adoption, foster care or other legal placement.
More than 56,000 state employees are eligible to receive
paid parental leave under the Order. As of August 2021,
more than 3,600 state employees have used the paid parental
leave policy.

In December 2018, Governor Cooper signed Executive
Order No. 82 which extends workplace protections and
modifications to pregnant employees. In April 2019, the
Governor signed Executive Order No. 93 directing state
government agencies to ban the use of salary history in the
hiring process, as reliance on salary history can perpetuate
gender pay inequities.

In September 2021, the Governor signed House Bill 608:
Dignity for Incarcerated Women Act into law. The legisla-
tion protects women who are incarcerated during and after
pregnancy and labor and helps women who are incarcerated
bond with their children.
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NOW IN OUR 35TH YEAR!  - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDRENS CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Mon.– Fri. 10AM–6PM • Sat. 10AM–3PM

107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

SSPPRRIINNGGTTIIMMEE IISS HHEERREE!!
BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Open: Mon – Sat 10am – 5pm, Sun 11am – 5pm
10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

East Franklin second graders participate in annual wax museum 
East Franklin Elementary’s second grade
classes participated in its annual Wax Museum
last Friday. The students are assigned a
celebrity or historical figure, author, inventor
or athlete. They then research for a report and
compile a presentation, dressing up like their
chosen character. Not only does the student
learn about their person, the project also im-
proves communication skills and introduces
them to public speaking. Among the projects
were notables like Harriet Tubman, Jane
Goodall, Nancy Reagan, Annie Oakley, Babe
Ruth, Orville and Wilbur Wright and others.
Modern day celebrities included Mary Kate and
Ashley Olson, Rachael Ray, Diane Sawyer and
Oprah Winfrey. 

Photos by Vickie Carpenter

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)
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SPRING HOURS: Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

SSPPRRIINNGG RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEESSPPRRIINNGG RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEE
Friday, March 25 & Saturday, March 26

Arise & Shine Thrift Store
Carson Community Bldg.

3001 Old Murphy Rd. • Franklin, NC
Call for Info (828) 634-0217

ONE MONTH
UNLIMITED 
$49.95*

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

HYDRO 
MASSAGE 
IS HERE!

PACKAGES AVAILABLE
*10 minute visits.

Must Present Coupon. Exp. 4/2/22
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests March 7 - 21. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

March 12
Ronald Scott Jones Jr., was charged with violating do-

mestic violence protective order. Timothy B. Carter made
the arrest. 

March 14
Kristian Alexander Dreml, was charged with possession

of a controlled substance on prison/jail premises, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, breaking and entering, larceny,
possession of stolen goods and injury to personal property.
Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 

March 15
James Benjamin Pauley, was charged with assault on a

female. Jonathan Phillips made the arrest. 
Cory Jason Watts, was charged with trespass. Jordan C.

Sutton made the arrest. 

March 16
John Hoyt Atkinson, was charged with breaking and en-

tering, larceny, possession/receive stolen goods and injury
to real property. Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 

March 17
Scotty Jason Elliott, was charged with failure to appear.

Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 

March 18
Daniell Kay Jimenez, was issued warrant service for of-

fense committed in jurisdiction. Deputy E. Sands made the
arrest. 
Dearld Fredrick Queen, was charged with violate a do-

mestic violation protective order. William D. Stamey made
the arrest. 
Kimberly Marie Cates, was charged with simple assault,

assault and battery or participates in simple affray and re-
sist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. William D.
Stamey made the arrest. 
Travis Jerome Stafflebach, was charged with being a ha-

bitual felon. Corporal James E. Crawford III made the ar-
rest. 

March 19
Rachel Jewel Urrutia, was charged with attempted

break/enter a motor vehicle. Cassie J. Shuler made the ar-
rest. 
James William Morgan, was charged with larceny.

Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest. 

March 20
Matthew Lapensee, was charged with assault inflicting

serious bodily injury, assault inflicting serious injury with
a minor present and assault on a government officer/em-
ployee. Deputy Cody Tiger made the arrest. 
Dustin Lynn Busby, was charged with probation viola-

tion. Corporal Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.
Frederick Earl Stillwell, 22, of Pecan Dr., was charged

with larceny after breaking and entering and conspiracy
breaking and entering building. No bond was set. 

March 21
Michael Shane Bates, was charged with possession of

stolen motor vehicle, possession of a schedule I controlled
substance and possession of drug paraphernalia. Costin
Jiglau made the arrest. 
Stephanie Elizabeth Vincent, was charged with misde-

meanor death by motor vehicle and involuntary
manslaughter. Corporal James E. Crawford III made the
arrest. 
Casey White, was charged with assault on a female.

Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest. 
Melinda Ladra Johnson, was charged with fugitive from

out of state. Deputy Lydia Bellavance made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

March 11
Jessie Lee Johnson, was charged with felony probation

violation. R. S. Dula made the arrest. 

March 12
Douglas Keith White, was charged with trafficking

methamphetamine by possession, possession of schedule
II controlled substance, possession of marijuana, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, possession with intent to
sell/deliver methamphetamine and possession of firearm
by a felon. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

March 15
Jesse James Clark, was charged with flee/elude arrest

with a motor vehicle, resisting officers, larceny merchant
emergency door and possession of stolen goods/property.
C.T. Chastain made the arrest. 
Stephanie Greene Jones, was charged with resisting of-

ficers, failure to stop sign/flashing red light, aid and abet
larceny, misdemeanor larceny, possession of stolen
goods/property, resisting officers, aid and abet driving
while license revoked not impaired revocation, flee/elude
arrest with a motor vehicle, reckless driving to endanger,
fail to stop for steady red light, aid and abet larceny, mis-
demeanor larceny and possession of stolen goods/property.
C.T. Chastain made the arrest. 

March 17
Ashley Michelle Barrett, was charged with larceny/reck-

less driving and possession of marijuana/marijuana para-
phernalia. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

March 7
Jordan Rae Wolfe, 27, of Racheal Watty Rd., Cherokee,

was charged with possession of a controlled substance on
jail premises, possession of heroin, possession of a sched-
ule II methamphetamine and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. A secured bond of $30,000 was set. 
Christian Ryan Sammons, 28, of Big Ridge Rd., Cul-

lowhee, was charged with larceny, interfere with utility
meter and probation violation. A secured bond of $127,500
was set. 
Edith Rebecca Payne, 61, of Black Hill Rd., Bryson City,

was charged with school attendance law violation. 

March 8
Daniel Wayne Owens, 45, of Broklin Ave., Henderson-

ville, was charged with violation of domestic violence pro-
tective order. No bond was set. 

Carl Burris, 44, of Shelby, was charged with failure to
appear for flee allude arrest with a motor vehicle. A se-
cured bond of $15,000 was set. 
Lucas Rosario, 41, of Dream Valley Rd., was charged

with incident liberties with a child. A secured bond of
$1,000,000 was set.
Steven Duane Van Amerongen, 38, of Leatherwood St.,

Bryson City. was charged with felony larceny. A secured
bond of $10,000 was set. 
Frederick Earl Stillwell, 22, of Pecan Dr., was charged

with larceny after breaking and entering, conspiracy break-
ing and entering a building. No bond was set. 

March 9
Rex Spencer Walkingstick, 23, of Kamma Dr., Chero-

kee, was issued a fugitive warrant. A secured bond of
$30,000 was set. 
Forrest Fred Morgan Street, 43, of Boone, was charged

with misdemeanor child abuse and theft of motor vehicle
parts. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Tyler James Albert, 25, of Barneys Place, Lenoir, was

charged with misdemeanor child abuse and theft of motor
vehicle parts. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Melisssa Nicole Townsend,  41, of Allman Rd., was

charged with failure to appear unauthorized use of a motor
vehicle. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 
Alexandrea Nichole Carpenter, 25, of Redwing Vista,

Whittier, was charged with failure to appear for violation
of court order. A secured bond of $1,200 was set. 
Brittnay Ann Cosgrove, 26, of Garland Bucannan Rd.,

was charged with failure to appear for simple possession of
a schedule II controlled substance. A secured bond of
$1,500 was set. 
Brian Lewis Brooks, 48, of Grindstone Knob Rd., Whit-

tier, was charged with true bill of indictment. No bond was
set. 

March 10
Trance Lewis Stoudemire, 32, of Gibson Cove Rd.,

Franklin, was charged with domestic violence order vio-
lation and simple assault. No bond was set. 
Jesusa Marie Morgan Street, 34, of Boone, was charged

with misdemeanor child abuse and theft of motor vehicle
parts. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 

March 11
Brittany Jade Moose, 33, of Ferguson Rd., was charged

with failure to appear for misdemeanor probation viola-
tion. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. 
David Christain Griffith, 42, of Blind Side Lane,

Cashiers, was charged with carrying a concealed weapon
and possession of a firearm by a felon. A secured bond of
$60,000 was set. 
Justin Gregory Dorsey, 32, of West Murkey Rd.,

Franklin, was charged with smuggling contraband into jail.
A secured bond of $30,000 was set. 

March 13
Jose Antonio Contrerasrios, 29, of Mexican Dr., Whit-

tier, was charged with driving while license revoked not
impaired revocation, driving while impaired and violation
of domestic violence protective order. A secured bond of
$7,000 was set.  

March 14
Charly Edwin Nungardy-Medina, 24, of Walnut Cove

Rd., Tuckasegee, was charged with domestic violence pro-
tective order violation. No bond was set. 
Colby Edward Henry, 25, of Skyland Dr., was charged

with failure to appear for cancel/revoked/suspended/cer-
tificate/tag and driving while impaired. A secured bond of
$2,000 was set. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Valley River Arts Guild will be offering classes for  Introduction to Wa-
tercolor Art Class on Saturday, March 26, 10 a.m. to 12 noon; Making
Pine Needle Baskets, Saturday, April 2, 12 noon  to 3 p.m., at Murphy
Art Center. Classes are open to the public. For more information, call
(828)360-3038. 

The Macon County Republican Party will hold its 2022 Convention
and precinct meetings on Friday, March 25, at the Smoky Mountain
Center for the Performing Arts, 1028 Georgia Rd., Franklin. Meet and
greet candidates will begin at 5:30 p.m.; gavel at 6:30 p.m. All Macon
County voters registered as Republicans as of Jan. 31, 2022, may at-
tend. Macongop.com.

Paynetown Cemetery Preservation and Maintenance Workday will
be held on Saturday, March 26, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m., with a rain date of
April 2.  A workday for Cable Cemetery will be held during the summer
after details are worked out in getting volunteers across Fontana Lake.
Twenty-one of the cemeteries require crossing over Fontana Lake.
Paynetown is accessed by crossing over Fontana Dam, turning right,
and then taking the next road on the left to the cemetery.

Franklin Covenant Church Drive thru Hot Lunch, Food Pantry and
prayer as requested will be held on  Saturday, March 26, starting at 11
a.m, at Franklin Covenant Church,  265 Belleview Park Rd. They look
forward  to serving you.

N.C. Cooperative Extension Service Free Online Seminar Gar-
dening Basics 101 Seminar will be held on Monday, March 28, from
6 to 8 p.m. via Zoom. This seminar is geared for those new to gar-
dening or desiring to brush up on the basics. Participants will learn
about site selection and preparation, proper soil and plant fertility
needs, spacing, crop rotation, cultivars and the differences between
cool,  warm season vegetables, diseases, insects and weed problems.
For more information, contact the Macon County Extension Center at
(828)349-2049 or e-mail Christy Bredenkamp at clbreden@ncsu.edu
To register look for the event at macon.ces.ncsu.edu/events

Walking with Spring Yoga for Hikers will be held on Wednesday,
March 30, 5:15 p.m. outside the Macon County Public Library. Walk
on the Greenway and practice some yoga with Jennifer McIntee. The
group will meet in front of the library. In case of bad weather, the class
will move inside. Wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes. Reg-
ister in advance at https://beyondbendingyoga.com/schedule/

Foster Care Information Session at First Alliance Church will be
held on Monday, April 4, from  6:30 to 8 p.m., at First Alliance Church,
31 Promise Lane.  Foster parents and others will share how they help
meet the needs of children and answer questions and describe how
others are helping through adoption and serving as a resource per-
son. To arrange free childcare, contact Jenny Lewis at (828371-7101
or jennyimp@hotmail.com.

Cullasaja Community Club will meet on Monday, April 4, 7 p.m. at the
community building. 

Trout Unlimited Chapter #373 will meet on Tuesday, April 5,  6:30 to
8 p.m., at United Methodist Church, 77 Jackson St. in Sylva. Noted
writer/fisherman Sam Johnson, author of several books and Fly Fish-
ing the Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C. section is the speaker. This meeting
is open to everyone interested in conservation and fishing.

The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission will discuss
the Commission’s recent proposed changes that would allow hunting
on three western bear sanctuaries at a meeting on April 5, at 6:30 p.m.
at Tri-County Community College in the McSwain Building Lecture Hall.
The rule change would permit limited bear hunting beginning in fall
2022 in sanctuaries in the Pisgah National Forest, Standing Indian and
the Panthertown area in the Nantahala National Forest. NC Wildlife
officials support the rule change. The meeting is open to the public. 

Thursday Painters has moved to Mondays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main Street in Franklin. All skill lev-
els and mediums are welcome. Bring your project and supplies and a
bag lunch. For more information,  call Pat Mennenger (828)421-5194
or Uptown Gallery (828)349-4607.

Macon County Schools Preschool Program is currently taking ap-
plications for the 2022-2023 school year. Applications are available at
the Macon County Board of Education, Iotla Valley, Cartoogechaye
and South Macon; or email valerie.norton@macon.k12.nc.us.   Appli-
cations are due by Wednesday, April 20.

The Town of Franklin Water/Sewer Division will have temporary
road closures through Friday, April 29, on West Palmer Street in front
of the Franklin Fire Department and on Maple Street, and the inter-
section of Commerce Street and West Palmer  to improve an existing
sewer line. Signage will be in place for the closure area and detours.
Information will be shared via social media on the Police and Fire De-
partment pages and will be updated on the town’s website. For more
information, call Public Works Department at (828)524-2516 x 397

Thursday Painters has moved to Mondays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main Street in Franklin. All skill lev-
els and mediums are welcome. Bring your project and supplies and a
bag lunch. For more information,  call Pat Mennenger (828)421-5194
or Uptown Gallery (828)349-4607.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited in-
person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building.  A vari-
ety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the
afternoons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-
2058. 

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop just
off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Any-
one under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For
more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S.  For more information, call
Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or email LarryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open on
Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents in
need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The church
is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information, call
(828)369-9000.   

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volunteers
to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones. From car-
pentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer skills, plan-
ning and organizing or just plain common sense, the greatest gift you
could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great times, last-
ing friendships and rewarding experiences await.  Call (828)369-3716
or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday
to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a soft
drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations can be taken for the
shelters. 

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, March 27, 11 a.m., Rita de Main-
tenon will share on “Great Expectations: What is Expected of Us and
What We Do With It.” On Tuesday a movie is shown at 3 p.m. and
then out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Heritage Hol-
low Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or to
stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

First Alliance Church is holding Sunday Service, March 27,  at 10:30
a.m., with Sunday School for all ages held at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Scott
Eichelberger’s message is entitled "A Great Day.” The church is lo-
cated at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack, next door to Trimont Chris-
tian Academy).

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Services are also streamed online
on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Prayer and Worship
service is the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. The church is
located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Snow Hill United Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community. 

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd. 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship An inclusive faith community that
celebrates life in all its joy and mystery. Inspiring and sharing jour-
neys of love, learning, justice, and hope. For information, call
(828)342-0546.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  Services are held Rite I, 8
a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday.
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and sec-
ond and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd.
Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website:
www.allsaintsfranklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on
YouTube search "All Saints Franklin".

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church
is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at the
intersection of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road. 
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Softball team first 
in M7 conference 

Franklin High School Lady Panthers softball is off and run-
ning in the Mountain Seven Conference taking out Tuscola,
5-1 for the second conference win of the season. Power-
house Tori Ensley homered in the fifth inning and catcher
Olivia Birchard homered both in the fourth and in the sixth
bringing home base runner Avery Moffitt. A wild pitch late in
the sixth brought pitcher Meyaeh Tran home to make the
score, 5-1. The Lady Panthers will play again on Friday at
North Henderson. Photos by Patri Cabe

YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DININGEATING OUT

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC

Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–8pm
Friday & Saturday 11am–9pm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

DDrriinnkkss && AAppppeettiizzeerrss 33--55PPMM

88 22 88 .. 44 22 11 .. 77 44 66 55
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN
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Everything made from scratch!

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

24 Iotla St.• Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza • 441 N. Franklin, NC

WATCH FOR OUR
NEW LOCATION AT

38 Palmer Street Circle
Franklin, NC

NOW
OPEN!

EEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEl Sabor del Oceano
S E A F O O D  R E S T A U R A N T

1505 HIGHLANDS ROAD,  FRANKLIN
828-347-7099 •  OPEN 7  DAYS 11AM-9PM

Live Music
Saturday, March 26 @ 7pm

The upbeats
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Outdoor activity tips offered by local expert 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

At the March 10 Nantahala Hiking Club meeting,
which took place at Macon County Public Library in
Franklin and was open to the public, outdoor enthusiast
Jonathan Byrd educated attendees regarding outdoor
mountain-related activities. Having grown up in the
Adirondack mountains of New York, Byrd explained that
he spent the majority of the winters there hiking, snow-
shoeing, skiing, and ice climbing due to the area’s long –
about nine months – winter season. He spends less time
doing the same type of winter-related pursuits, but said
the region’s four distinct seasons provide ongoing hik-
ing, biking, and walking opportunities. 
“Winter can come at multiple times here,” he quipped.

“But most trails are accessible year-round, so the key is
to layer during different times.”
He educated that since cotton is a cooling fabric, it is

ideal for warm weather outdoor activities, but not so
much for winter pursuits. 
“Hypothermia can start at 31 degrees Fahrenheit,” he

said, if a person is not layered adequately. “Cotton is great
for summer, for example, but there are other fabrics, such
as merino wool or synthetics, that are better for cold
weather days.” 
He shared that skiing locally is an option if there is

even a little snow accumulation. Skis are available that
offer both downhill and cross-country skiing capabilities
and pointed out that some of the national forest roads are
accessible for this type of activity referred to as Nordic
skiing. 
Byrd also informed the group that many people are

under the misconception that more hydration should
occur during warm weather than during cold days. 
“But just as much water needs to be consumed in all sea-

sons,” he said. “I’ve made lots of mistakes playing in the
woods over the years, and one of those is running out of
water on top of a mountain where there are no streams for
filling up.” 
He suggested during his presentation that not only should

extra water be packed – even for a day outing – but also
snacks, a flashlight, a rain jacket, etc. 
“And always check the weather conditions often, consider

Jonathan Byrd spoke at the March 10 Nantahala Hiking Club meet-
ing at the Macon County Public Library and educated participants
about preparing for outdoor pursuits.

Swain Historical Society to resume meetings in April 
The first meeting of the Swain County Ge-

nealogical and Historical Society of 2022 will
be on Thursday, April 7, at 6:30 p.m. Frank
March will present “Schools and Churches in
the Swain County Section of the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.” 
Prior to the establishment of the Park, more

than 50 schools and churches were in opera-
tion.  Some of these were small lumber com-
pany schools, but they also included the only
high school in the Park, the large Calhoun-
Coburn School at Proctor.  Churches ranged
from simple log buildings to sizeable white
frame structures in later years. School may
have been held in a building during the week
and church services held in the same building
on Sunday. This presentation will be focused
on the Swain County portion, which includes
the Twentymile, Hazel Creek, Forney Creek,
Deep Creek, Smokemont and Straight Fork
sections of the Park.
March was raised in Blount County, Ten-

nessee, and now resides in Wears Valley, Tenn.
He is a member of the SCGHS, has been a part

of the Northshore Cemetery Association for
the past few years and has been a long term
volunteer with the Park.  Over the last few
years, he has hiked all the trails in the Park at
least six times and has done considerable re-
search on Park cemeteries, schools and
churches. He is now focusing his research on
identifying home sites that were in the area be-
fore the formation of the Park.   With Bob
Lochbaum, he is author of “A Field Guide to
the Cemeteries of the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park,” UT Press, publication pend-
ing. 
Meetings are held at the Swain County Re-

gional Business Education and Training Cen-
ter, 45 East Ridge Drive, Bryson City. From
Bryson City, East Ridge Dr. will be a right turn
off Buckner Branch Road. Conversation and
refreshments will follow the presentation. For
those bringing refreshment, for COVID cau-
tionary purposes please bring finger foods that
are individually wrapped or select prepack-
aged snacks.  The meetings are open to the
public and no admission is charged.

CAROLINA
EQUIPMENT
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BBQ DINNER 
with County Commissioner Candidate,

DANNY REITMEIER
Thursday, March 31 • 5-7pm
at Macon County Community Bldg.
No Cost for Dinner, Donations Appreciated.

Paid for by Friends of Reitmeier for County Commissioner

26 West Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

Office: (828)369-6767
Fax: (828)369-2700

NOW HIRING

MUST BE ABLE TO: 
• Work on Macs using Adobe Illustrator, 

Adobe Photoshop and QuarkXPress
• Proficient Speller
• Quick Turnaround
• Able to Work on a Deadline

Please email resume and 
examples of your work to:

mmaaccoonnccoouunnttyynneewwss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
All inquiries will remain confidential.
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how many daylight hours you will have, and tell someone
your plans – where you are and your departure time and es-
timated return time.” 
Finally, Byrd noted that the right gear can make the dif-

ference in terms of comfort and safety. “Some of the best
ice climbing in the Southeast is right here (Winding Stair
pass on Hwy. 64), when the weather cooperates, but you
have to know what you need to keep make this experience,
and other experiences, safe ones.” 
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John Lewis Moore
John Lewis Moore, 96, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Saturday, March 12, 2022.

He was born in Rabun County,
Georgia, to the late William
Henry Moore and Elizabeth Wit-
mire Moore. In addition to his
parents, he was preceded in death
by his wife, Maxine Talley
Moore; sons, Bill Moore, and
Larry (Tub) Moore. 

He served in the Navy and was
a proud WWII veteran and served
in Pearl Harbor. 

He is survived by son Thomas
Lewis Moore and wife Frances;
grandchildren, Tiffany M Sherwood and husband David, Angela
Mercier, Nathanael L. Moore, Vanessa Moore, and Josh Moore. 

The family will receive friends and loved ones on Saturday,
March 26, from 2 to 3 p.m., at Macon Funeral Home. Military
rites will follow at 3 p.m.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

John Lewis Moore

Sandra Elaine Henson Davis
Sandra Elaine Henson Davis,

77, of Franklin, N.C., passed
away on Monday, March 14,
2022, along with her two
beloved kitties, Tom-Tom and
Moonie.

Born in Macon County, she
was the daughter of the late
Thomas Andrew and Elizabeth
Lillian Keyes Henson. In addi-
tion to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by a sister, Betty
Jeanne Henson Taylor. 

She had a great love for all
animals and volunteered with
Friends of Animals for a number
of years. She was an excellent cook, very witty, and enjoyed
landscaping, planting flowers, rock collecting, gospel music,
singing and dancing. Above all she loved her family and friends.
If you were someone she loved, she loved you fiercely.

She worked various jobs in Macon County, North Carolina,
including Van Raalte, Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory, and at
Wachovia Bank. However, her “career” and loved the time she
spent was as a sales director at Nashville Express Tours, along
with other tour companies in Asheville, and Bardstown, Ky. She
thrived and excelled at her job, was well-known and sought after
in the tourism industry. She was especially proud of the fact that
she had an office facing and directly on Music Row. One of her
favorite things about this was watching the yet to hopefully be
discovered artists, carrying their guitars as they went from door
to door. 

Although she struggled with numerous health issues and ad-
versities, she never waivered in her faith in God and that He
would deliver her just as He delivered His own son, Jesus Christ. 

She is survived by her daughter, Janet Davis Sutton (William
Smith) of Sylva, N.C.; sister, Ronda Henson Bingham (Ken
Bingham) of Franklin; and step granddaughter, Amanda Smith
Poteet Jared Poteet) of Chattanooga, Tenn.; two nephews,
Jimmy Graham, and Jamie Taylor; and a great niece, who she
just adored, “Charlie” Graham, all of Franklin.

A small private family service was held and officiated by Rev.
Don Moffitt prior to a burial ceremony at Rush Cemetery.

A celebration of life may be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations to Appalachian Animal Rescue

or Macon County Senior Services (Attn:   Meals on Wheels)
would be appreciated.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Sandra Elaine Davis

Timothy Allen Wells
Timothy Allen Wells, 43, of Franklin, N.C., passed away on March

15, 2022.
He was born in Fort Myers, Fla., to the late Mark Wells Sr. and

Beverly Wetzel Wells.He loved being outdoors. He enjoyed fishing,
working with his tools, and loved spending time with his fiancé
around the bonfire, listening to classic rock. 

He is survived by his fiancé, Christina Perez; and brother, Mark
Wells Jr. 

A memorial service may be held at a later date.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements. 

Robert Lee Blanton
Robert Lee Blanton, 87, passed

away on March 18, 2022, at after a
brief illness.  Born July 16, 1934,
to Robert McKinley Blanton and
Bonnie Bridges Blanton in the
Brush Creek community of Swain
County, he lived for more than 55
years in the Cowee Community of
Macon County.  He graduated
from Swain County High School
in 1955 and served two years in
the U.S. Army. He also attended
Fruitland Bible College and Cov-
ington Theological Seminary later
in life and was ordained a minis-
ter.  He pastored the Ball City
Baptist Church in Madison County in the early 1980s.

He was a carpenter, mason, and contractor for most of his life
and built dozens of houses in Macon and nearby counties.  How-
ever, he held many other jobs during his life, including truck driver
for Pepsi Cola, advertising salesman for several local radio sta-
tions, and farmer.  He was a friendly and outgoing person who
never met a stranger and worked nearly every day of his life; if not
at a formal job, then in his large garden, woodworking shop, or
lending a hand to someone else who needed it.  He loved to deer
hunt and spent the week of Thanksgiving for more than 30 years
hunting in western Tennessee with son Keith.  He loved to tell sto-
ries of his life experiences, both orally and in writing, and left his
family a written legacy of life in the “old days.” 

He is preceded in death by parents, Robert and Bonnie Blanton;
and sister, Hazel Laws. 

He is survived by son, Keith Blanton of New Market, Tenn.;
daughter, Robbie Blanton of Franklin; grandson, Michael Pruett
of Leicester; granddaughter, Dawn Batton (Ronald) of Franklin;
great-granddaughter, Isabella Batton (who he absolutely adored);
his former wife,  Alice Pearce Blanton of Marble; and former wife,
Barbara Walsh of Franklin; brothers, John Blanton (Lucille) of
Goose Creek, S.C., and Don Blanton (Jody) of Franklin; and many
nieces and nephews.   

The family will receive friends and loved ones on Friday, March
25, from 6 to 8 p.m., at Macon Funeral Home.

A funeral service will be held Saturday March 26, at 11 a.m., in
the Chapel of Macon Funeral Home with Rev. Lloyd Fish offici-
ating. Military honors will be provided by American Legion post
#108 and VFW post #7339.

A private burial will be in the Tabor Cemetery on Brush Creek.
There will be no graveside service. 

Online condolences can be made at
www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Robert Lee Blanton

Barbara Agnes Creswell
Barbara Agnes Creswell, 87,

went to be with her savior, Jesus
Christ, in heaven on Friday,
March 11, 2022.  She was reunited
with her mother (Janie), father
(Sam), and her four brothers
(Clarence, Ligon, William and
Bobby) who were waiting with
Jesus to welcome her for a joyful
family celebration.

She was a native Highlander
who lived in the same house
where she was born on Jan. 22,
1935, until she admitted herself
into Eckerd Living Center at
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital on
April 10, 2018.  Everyone who knew her was blessed by her as she
shared love through numerous acts of ministry.  She devoted her
entire life to caring for her family, friends, and community.  She
was a life-long member of First Baptist Church, and she donated
her time and money to several Christian organizations.  The pace
she lived her life was the same way she used to drive her car;  hav-
ing only one speed which was "wide open-full throttle." She will
be fondly remembered and greatly missed.

Heartfelt appreciation is conveyed by her surviving family
members to all the staff and doctors at Eckerd Living Center and
Highlands-Cashiers Hospital who demonstrated such patient kind-
ness and excellent care for our Miss Agnes so she could live a qual-
ity of life the way she wanted to live it.  We also express thanks and
appreciation to Four Seasons Hospice for going above and beyond
our expectations while showing love, respect, encouragement, and
comfort to her.

A private family service will be held in the future to place Miss
Agnes in her resting place in the family burial plot at Highlands
Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to Four Seasons, 571
South Allen Road, Flat Rock, NC  28731.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the
Creswell family.   Online condolences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Barbara Agnes Creswell

Paul Ray Jones
Paul Ray Jones, 88, of Franklin, N.C., passed away on Saturday,

March 19, 2022.
Born in Dansville, Va., he was the son of the late John Y. and

Dorothy Mae Woods Jones. In addition to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by four brothers, Clarence Jones, Robert Jones, Eu-
gene Jones, and Herman Jones. He retired from Florsheim Shoes as
an assistant manager and was a member of First Baptist Church in
Lilburn, Ga. He used to enjoy gardening and working in his yard.

He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Willa Mae Cabe Jones;
one daughter, Vonda Garrett of Danville, Va.; one grandchild; and
two great grandchildren. 

Graveside service will be Thursday, March 24, at 11 a.m., at
Clarks Chapel United Methodist Church cemetery. Rev. Janet
Greene and Rev. Vic Greene will officiate. The family will receive
friends from 10 to 10:30 a.m. at Macon Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Clarks Chapel
UMC Cemetery Fund, in memory of Paul Ray Jones.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.Westin Cole Parrish

Westin Cole Parrish, infant son of Austin Parrish and Nicole
Carpenter, went home to be with Jesus on Friday, March 18, 2022.

Westin is survived by his parents, Austin Parrish and Nicole Car-
penter of Franklin, N.C.; grandparents, Kathy Owen (Chad) of
Franklin, Chad Parrish of Franklin, Deborah Carpenter of Franklin,
and Robert Kenneth Carpenter Jr. of Franklin; great grandparents,
Zona Baty (Robert) of Franklin, and Wanda Parrish of Franklin;
two uncles, Dustin Carpenter, and Bobby Parrish (Kaya) both of
Franklin; and numerous great aunts, uncles, and cousins.

A private graveside service will be held at the Oakgrove Baptist
Church Cemetery. Rev. Jeremy Chapman and Rev. Michael
Stephens will officiate.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
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WCU to examine eco-ethics in 
free, open-to-public lectures 

Western Carolina University will host a series of three
lectures on environmental ethics by Christian Diehm,
professor of philosophy at the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point, in late March on campus. 

Diehm has written and spoken widely on the topic. He
is co-editor of “Facing Nature: Levinas and Environ-
mental Thought” and the author of the recently published
“Connection to Nature, Deep Ecology and Conservation
Social Science: Human-Nature Bonding and Protecting
the Natural World.” He will draw on philosophy and so-
cial science to analyze multiple dimensions of nature
connectedness, including what it is, what promotes it,
what results from it and what its relevance might be to
academics, conservation professionals and everyday
people.

The lectures will be held in Apodaca Science Build-
ing room 201 and are free and open to the public.

• “Deep Ecology and Connection to Nature: Moving
Past the Anthropocentric Critique”

– Monday, March 28, 4:30-6 p.m. Deep ecological
philosophy is often criticized on the grounds that it re-
mains anthropocentric despite theorists’ claims to the
contrary. This lecture will explain why deep ecologists
are exposed to this criticism, and how they could con-
clusively avoid it by emphasizing “identification” with,
or connection to, nature. This conceptual shift positions
deep ecology close to conservation social science, which
provides evidence for the relationship between non-an-
thropocentric attitudes and feelings of connectedness to
nature.

• “Outdoor Experience and Connection to Nature: Ex-
ploring Pathways to Environmental Advocacy"

– Tuesday, March 29, 4:30-6 p.m. Of all the trends
conservationists have paid attention to in recent years,
one of the most dramatic is the shift away from experi-
ential engagement with nature.  But why, exactly, might
experiential disconnection from nature be so problem-
atic? This lecture examines the conservation significance
of outdoor experience and explains why it continues to
be an important pathway to environmental advocacy
even in our rapidly urbanizing world. It also explores re-
cent calls to promote different pathways in light of the
trends away from spending time outdoors.

• “American Chestnut Restoration: Accommodating
Others or Scaling Up?”

– Thursday, March 31, 5:30-7 p.m. A genetically mod-
ified variant of the critically endangered American chest-
nut has been developed for use in efforts to restore the
species. This lecture presents an argument against such
use, on the grounds that deploying the engineered tree
will set troubling precedents, operates on an ethical par-
adigm of increased intervention, and presents significant
justice challenges in relation to indigenous groups. In
light of these problems, it is recommended that conser-
vationists follow the non-GMO approach to chestnut
restoration adopted by the Canadian Chestnut Council.

Sponsors of the series includes WCU’s Department of
Philosophy and Religion and Brinson Honors College,
as part of the annual Jerry Jackson Lectures in the Hu-
manities series, College of Arts and Sciences, College
of Education and Allied Professions, College of Health
and Human Sciences, and the Environmental Science
program.

For more information, contact John F. Whitmire,
WCU associate professor of philosophy and religion, at
828-227-7262 or jwhitmire@wcu.edu.

“Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch.”
-- Bahá’u’llah
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Melba Lucille McCall
Melba Lucille McCall, 79, of

Cashiers, N.C., passed on to Glory
on March, 15, 2022. The daughter
of Raymond Lee and Mary Ne-
vada Rice McCall, she lived her
life to reflect her love for and faith
in Jesus Christ, her Savior. She
was known for having a huge
heart for others, many times help-
ing behind the scenes and never
wanting acknowledgment or
recognition. She was a loving,
giving, wonderful person who al-
ways had time to listen and the in-
nate ability to make everyone feel
important.

For more than 30 years, she was a staple of the Cashiers busi-
ness scene as owner of Footprints Shoe Store. Her salesmanship
and the desire to please her customers kept them coming back year
after year. Her personal life was filled with love for family and
friends. As resident of the family's old home place, she took pride
in being able to welcome her family to come back home. Her con-
stant companion and "baby" was a Tibetan Terrier named Sun-
shine.

She is survived by her sister, Marie Holden of Taylor, Mich.;
her brothers, Eldon McCall (Gladys) of Mills River, N.C., and
Arlon McCall (Debbie) of Franklin, N.C.; her brother-in-law, Brad
Gimmestadt and a number of nieces and nephews. She was pre-
deceased by her parents and a sister, Linda Gimmestadt.

Funeral services will be held at Cashiers Church of God on Sun-
day, March 20, at 3 p.m., with visitation one hour prior to the serv-
ice. Burial will be in the Pleasant Grove Cemetery. Rev. Delbert
McCall will officiate. Pallbearers will be Richard McCall, Jason
Gimmestadt, Brett McCall, Jeff Holden, and Max Holden.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is  serving the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Melba Lucille McCall

Charles Arnold Jr.
Charles Arnold, Jr. died at home

on March 20, 2022, after a long ill-
ness. He was born May 11, 1927,
in Newnan, Ga., to Mary Branch
Arnold and Charles Arnold Sr. He
graduated from high school at Se-
wanee Military Academy. He was
accepted to the United States Naval
Academy at Annapolis, and while
awaiting the appointment for the
following year, he enlisted in the
Navy. During that year he decided
that a career in the Navy was not
what he wanted. He returned to
The University of the South at Se-
wanee on the GI bill, graduated as
the salutatorian of his class and was a member of the Phi Beta Kappa
society. He did post graduate work in economics at Harvard Univer-
sity on a Rockefeller scholarship. He joined Trust Company Bank
(now Truist) in 1953 and remained there until he retired 44 years later
as a Senior Vice President. He attained Chartered Financial Analyst
(CFA) status and throughout his career managed the investments of
some of the bank's most prestigious individual, pension and endow-
ment accounts. After retirement, he was an active volunteer working
five mornings a week at the Highlands Cashiers Hospital.

He is survived by his wife of 40 years, Linda Beville Arnold;
daughter, Katherine Arnold Evenson and husband Scott; grand-
daughter, Emily Evenson Hanley and husband Michael; grandson,
Benjamin Arnold Evenson and wife Katherine; great grandson,
James Wright Hanley; sister-in-law, Barclay Beville Darden and hus-
band Dick; and many loved nieces, nephews and great nieces and
nephews.

His ashes will be interred in the garden at the Episcopal Church of
the Incarnation following a celebration of his life on March 26, at 1
a.m. The family is grateful for the compassionate care given by Four
Seasons Hospice, particularly Patty, Melissa, Lisa and Dr. Hinton. 

In lieu of flowers, charitable donations can be given to Four Sea-
sons Hospice or the Outreach Ministry at the Episcopal Church of the
Incarnation in Highlands, N.C.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

Charles Arnold Jr.

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
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NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

HAMPTON, Ga. – It was superspeedway racing with all
the trimmings.

“New” Atlanta Motor Speedway produced a fifth different
2022 winner—William Byron, who managed to keep an
angry pack of drafting cars behind him for the final 10 laps
of Sunday’s Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500.

In a race that produced 46 lead changes among 20 driv-
ers—both track records—Byron crossed the finish line .109
seconds ahead of Christopher Bell and .145 seconds ahead
of Ross Chastain.

Bell, however, was penalized for passing below the
boundary line on the backstretch on the final lap and was de-
moted to 23rd, the last position on the lead lap. That elevated
Chastain to his second straight runner-up finish.

Byron took the lead from Bubba Wallace on Lap 316 of
325 and held it the rest of the way.

“It was so different,” said Byron, who collected his third
NASCAR Cup Series victory, his first of the season and his
first at Atlanta Motor Speedway, which had undergone a
major repaving and reconfiguration since the series
raced at the 1.54-mile track last July.

“Honestly, the last few laps there and trying to
manage the gap to Bubba and trying to not get too
far out front. You know, my spotter Brandon (Lines),
his first win, so congrats to him. Thanks to this
whole team. They've done a great job this year. 

“Lots of changes with the Next Gen car. The (No.
24 Hendrick Motorsports) Chevrolet was awesome
there. Worked hard overnight. Had a pretty rough
practice and worked hard on it and got it handling
well, like I told you. It was kind of an intermediate
style with a little bit of speedway into it, so a lot of
fun.”

In essence, track owner Speedway Motorsports
Inc. transformed an intermediate downforce track
into a mini-Daytona, and NASCAR responded by
mandating a superspeedway competition package
for the first race on the new asphalt.

Those who doubted that the dramatic changes would pro-
duce nail-biting side-by-side racing were quickly proven
wrong, as many of the race teams left the track with de-
stroyed race cars and drivers with payback on their minds.

Byron managed to steer clear of the chaos, but Chastain
did not. Leading on Lap 94 near the end of Stage 1, Chastain
blew a right rear tire on his No. 1 Trackhouse Racing
Chevrolet and slammed in the outside wall in Turn 2.

Chastain lost two laps for improper fueling under
NASCAR’s damaged vehicle policy but regained them as
the beneficiary under two straight cautions. Deft repair work
by his crew kept him competitive.

“That's the fight in Trackhouse,” Chastain said. “This Gen
7 car, to take a lick like that, blow a tire out of nowhere and

William Byron wins wild race
on transformed Atlanta track

Corey LaJoie came home fifth, scoring the
first top five of his Cup career. Chase Elliott,
Chris Buescher, Martin Truex Jr., Joey Logano
and Alex Bowman completed the top 10.

All told, 28 of the 37 cars that started the race
were involved in collisions. That number in-
cluded Wallace, who was collected in a wreck
with Justin Haley and Buescher approaching

the checkered flag. Wallace finished 13th.

Dramatic overtime pass gives Ty Gibbs second NASCAR 
Xfinity win of 2022
HAMPTON, Ga. – With a brilliant move to the inside of

leader Ryan Sieg on the final lap of a second overtime, Ty
Gibbs seized control of Saturday’s Nalley Cars 250 at At-
lanta Motor Speedway and won by .178 seconds over runner-
up Austin Hill. 

Overcoming a mistake on pit road, where he overshot his
stall, Gibbs rallied to run near the front as the race reached
the end of regulation and moved into overtime. 

In the second extra period, which pushed the event nine
laps past its scheduled distance of 163 laps, Gibbs lined up
in the outside lane behind Sieg, developed a huge run off

leading, just cruising, blow a right rear, slam the wall.
Thought our day was over. Our guys went underneath the
car, got the toe closer, and we got the balance back where I
could drive it.

“And just the Chevy was fast. It was so fast. I mean, we
were fighting with Will there at the beginning. It's so cool to
race with buddies. I'm getting to race with my—I only have
a few, but the last few weeks I've been able to race with my
buddies.”

Like Chastain, Kurt Busch was collected in a major acci-
dent (Lap 145) but recovered to run third as the highest-fin-
ishing Toyota. Daniel Suarez was fourth, giving Trackhouse
Racing—co-owned by Justin Marks and pop star Pitbull—
two cars in the top five. 

William Byron, driver of the #24 Liberty University
Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning
the NASCAR Cup Series Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway on March 20, 2022
in Hampton, Ga. 

Photos by Sean Gardner/Getty Images
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Turn 4 and steered to the in-
side to take the top spot as the
cars approached Turn 1 for
the final time.

The last lap was the only
one Gibbs would lead, but it
propelled him to his second
victory in five starts this sea-
son and his sixth in 23
NASCAR Xfinity Series
races.

“What the heck? Oh, my
gosh! I didn’t expect this at
all,” said Gibbs, who at age
19 already is building a for-
midable legacy. “That’s one
where I learned a big lesson-
just never give up… Now I’m
going to go party with the
boys—let’s go!” 

On a 1.54-mile track that
raced like a superspeedway,
in a race that produced an
event-record-tying 10 cau-
tions for 56 laps, Hill sal-
vaged second place after
surrendering the lead to Sieg
on the first attempt at overtime.   

“RCR (Richard Childress Racing) built a very fast race
car,” said Hill, who won the season-opening race at Daytona.
“They gave me everything I needed to win the race. I think
the biggest difference was when we had that other restart, the
39 (Sieg) inched me out. 

“The yellow came out. I think that was the biggest differ-
ence, because I think if we could have kept the lead there and
controlled it, I think we had a fast enough car to get the job
done. But hats off to the 54 guys. They did a good job today.
He made the right moves at the right time, and we’ll have to
go on to the next one.  It stings, but we’ve got to hold our
heads up.”

AJ Allmendinger ran third, followed by Riley Herbst and
Landon Cassill. Mason Massey, Brandon Jones, Kyle Weath-
erman, Sheldon Creed and Sieg completed the top 10.

Two significant streaks came to an end in Saturday’s race.
Noah Gragson was collected in a wreck on the backstretch on
Lap 153, stopping a string of four straight top-three finishes
to start the season. In the same wreck, Justin Allgaier nosed
into the outside wall and fell out of the race in 34th place,
ending a streak of 16 straight top-10 results.

Josh Berry stole the first stage from JR motorsports team-
mate Gragson, grabbing the top spot on the final lap. Work-
ing with a new pit crew, Gragson restarted 21st after a slow
stop under the stage break caution and compounded the error
by scraping the Turn 2 wall four laps later.

Gragson lost a lap in the pits under green but took a wave-
around to regain the lead lap during the break after the sec-
ond stage, won by AJ Allmendinger. Gragson got the caution
he needed on Lap 106 when the Chevrolet of Jade Buford
spun sideways and collected Jeremy Clements’ Chevy in the

process. 
But as he was gaining ground late in the race, Gragson fell

victim to the multicar wreck on Lap 153, when Trevor
Bayne, who led 38 laps, slid up in front of Allmendinger, who
led a race-high 41.

With last-lap pass, Corey Heim gets first NASCAR 
Camping World Truck Series win at Atlanta
HAMPTON, Ga. – Moments after taking the white flag in

Saturday’s FR8 208 at Atlanta Motor Speedway,
Corey Heim powered to the inside of Kyle Busch
Motorsports teammate Chandler Smith, got a
push from teammate John Hunter Nemechek and
held on to win his first NASCAR Camping
World Truck Series race.

Heim’s No. 51 Toyota crossed the finish line
.173 seconds ahead of the Toyota of Ben Rhodes,
as Ty Majeski came home third and Smith
slipped to fourth. Daytona winner Zane Smith
completed the top five on the repaved and re-
configured track.

“It’s awesome—I was at the right place at the
right time,” said Heim, a 19-year-old from Ma-
rietta, Georgia, who won in his fifth Truck Se-
ries start. “Toyota Racing just helps us so much
to get here and I'm just so glad to be here.” 

Heim is racing a partial schedule and is not
competing for the series championship. Smith,
the winner at Las Vegas two weeks ago, is run-
ning a full schedule for KBM, but that didn’t
seem to matter with one lap to go.

“Yeah, no, team orders there,” Heim said. “I
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think as long as one of the KBM trucks won, that's all that
matters. So, you know, the 18 (Smith) did awesome job de-
fending for most of the race there and the 4 (Nemechek) stuck
with me when it mattered the most. 

“So I’ve got to give all the credit to John Hunter Nemechek
for helping me out there. It’s just surreal. Awesome.”  

Nemechek was a lap down but running with the lead pack
at the finish. Smith would have preferred for Nemechek not
to have influenced the outcome.

“It would have been nice to not have anybody in the mid-
dle of it—just lead-lap cars—but it is what it is,” Smith said.
“I'm happy for them. Good for them. That's their first win of
the year. So it's first one for Corey. That's exciting. I remem-
ber how I was being able to win the first one. It was a really
cool moment. So happy for him, that whole group…  

“Just sucks that it had to end like that. I wish we could have
just duked it out.” 

Stewart Friesen was the wire-to-wire winner of Stage 1,
which ran without caution despite Hailie Deegan’s No. 1 Ford
suffering a cut tire and a subsequent fire on pit road that
caused the driver to be taken to the infield care center for
evaluation.

Deegan was released shortly thereafter.
After working his way from the rear of the field—thanks

to a pre-race penalty for unapproved adjustments to his No.
4 KBM Toyota—Nemechek took the green/checkered flag to
win Stage 2, which was interrupted by a single yellow flag for
debris on the frontstretch on Lap 50. 

Friesen made a strategic play in pitting under that caution
and regained the lead when the trucks ahead of him in the
running order came to pit road during the second stage break.

A spate of cautions and consequent restarts scrambled the
running order during the final stage, as Rhodes, Heim and
Chandler Smith swapped the lead.

Nemechek slapped the outside wall after a restart on Lap
107 and fell one lap down after pitting under green.

Ty Gibbs, driver of the #54 Sport Clips Haircuts Toyota, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Xfinity Series Nalley Cars 250 at Atlanta Motor Speedway on March 19, 2022 in Hamp-
ton, Ga. 

Corey Heim, driver of the #51 JBL Toyota, celebrates in victory lane after win-
ning the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Fr8 208 at Atlanta Motor
Speedway on March 19, 2022 in Hampton, Ga.



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE22 THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022VOLUME 39    NUMBER 44

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

57. Food fish
59. Silly
60. Self-cleaning appliance
61. Ad staple
62. O in IOU
63. P in m.p.g.
64. Affirmative, colloquially

DOWN
1. Do like Drake
2. Eye up and down
3. Bangkok native
4. Like preserved peaches,
sometimes
5. Sharpened
6. Like Huck Finn's dad, e.g.
7. *Some people call me the
Rocket Man
8. *I starred as Pam in the
"Meet the Parents" movies
9. *I used to host a sports

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: WHO AM I?

ACROSS
1. Campus military org.
5. Pilgrimage to Mecca
8. 1968 hit "Harper Valley
____"
11. Turkish honorific
12. *I captained the Millen-
nium Falcon in "Star Wars"
13. Inlet in Greenland
15. Map out
16. Pharaoh's symbol
17. Austin Powers and
Shrek to Mike Myers
18. *I developed the theory
of relativity
20. Sailor's hail
21. Lyric poem
22. Solar System center
23. Portable stairs
26. *I am Sgt. George
Baker's inept comic strip
character
30. Mine deposit
31. Shape
34. Fairy tale cannibal
35. Feline sneakers
37. Lawyer group
38. *I have a coiled shell
and eyes on stalks
39. Very dark black
40. Free from obstruction
42. ____ Aviv
43. Most buffoonish
45. Rest or hydration for
common cold, e.g
47. Hot springs resort
48. "...he found a crooked
sixpence upon a crooked
____"
50. Japanese stringed in-
strument
52. *I am a runaway slave,
an abolitionist, and a best-
selling author
55. Email destination
56. Jasmine of "Aladdin,"
e.g.

show with Mike Golic
10. Commercials
12. Buddhist's enlightenment
13. Sham
14. *I am a WWE Champion,
an actor, and my nickname is
geology-related
19. Vision correctors, collo-
quially
22. Greek letters on campus
23. *My rÈsumÈ includes Fly
Girl and "American Idol"
judge
24. CuraÁao neighbor
25. Evil one
26. Fence board
27. Popular gemstone
28. Shed tears
29. *I am an American who
became Princess of Monaco
32. Harangue

33. Network with an eye
36. *My TV role became syn-
onymous with a hair style
38. Perform at the bee
40. Canada's neighbor
41. Beginning
44. Strong adhesive
46. Contemptibly small
48. Dry white Italian wine
49. Radio receiver
50. Dr. Seuss: "The more
that you read, the more
things you will ____"
51. Piercing woodwind
52. Water quantity
53. Loafer, e.g
54. Adventure story
55. United Nations labor
agency
58. Homer's catchword

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

SK828 SKATEPARK PROJECT Do-
nation & Sponsorship Information
SK828franklin.org facebook
@SK828Franklin (828)421-5188 or
(828)421-8966.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-
4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

MULTI-FAMILY YARD/ESTATE Sale.
Furniture, Medical Equipment, Lift Chair,
Clothes, Toys Etc. Saturday, March 26,
8am-2pm. 4664 Rose Creek Rd.

DEALS & STEALS ESTATE SALE
Saturday, March 26, 8-4, 2594 Wells
Grove Rd. Furniture, Rugs, Decor, An-
tique Trunk, Knives, Electric Smoker,
Kitchen Table w/ chairs, lots more!

EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA SALE
Calling all teachers and parents need-
ing Easter decoration and supplies for
children. Numerous items $1 or less.
Prom Accessories available, pet sup-
plies, home decor and so much more!
March 25-26 and April 1-2, 8am-4pm.
Asbury Methodist Church in Otto
across from the Otto Fire Department.
81 Firehouse Rd.

HUGE INDOOR YARD SALE! Red-
ken, Pureology, Paul Mitchell and tons
of beauty supplies. Dansko shoes, an-
tiques, furniture, yard art, decor, JEW-
ELRY and more. 308 Depot Street
next door to Sophisticut now through
April 2. Monday through Friday, 9-5;
Saturday, 9-2.

 

 

  

 

Garage & Yard Sales
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BOOTH RENTALS $20 Senior Games,
Flea Market, April  9, Carpenter Build-
ing. Call Karen (813)382-0700 or Cody
(828)349-2090.

SUBSCRIBE!

26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

maconcountynews@gmail.com

12 Months - $29.00
6 Months - $16.00
3 Months - $11.00

(includes tax)
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SELL OR
CONSIGN

US YOURS!

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500
In Otto since 1998

Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

GREENTHUMB LAWN SERVICES
Do you need Spring Cleanup? Lawn
Maintenance,  Landscaping,  Leaf
Blowing, Handyman Services. 18
Years Experience. Call (828)421-
8847.
LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 26 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25 Years
Experience, Insured,  Great Refer-
ences, Call (828)369-9662.

CLEANING PACKING ORGANIZING
& Other Household Services. Vacation
Rental Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Services
(828)550-4585.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Cell (828)371-9754.

HANDYMAN SERVICE Painting,
House Repairs and Maintenance, In-
side and Out. Call Tony (828)200-
5770, (828)497-6523.  Please Leave a
Message.

MURPHY’S PAINTING COMPANY In-
terior and Exterior Painting,
Sheetrock repair, wallpaper re-
moval, Log Homes, Decks, Insured.
Free estimates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING Inte-
rior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience. Cell
(239)860-0117, home (828)332-4382.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
SKILLED CERTIFIED NURSING As-
sistant/Companion, Available 12-hour
Shifts, Cooking, Cleaning, Laundry.
Experience working with matters of de-
mentia and sundowning. (845)807-
4121.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+ years
experience. (845)807-1326.
MELTON’S ROOFING and Gutter
Cleaning. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your Roof and
Gutter Needs.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home Re-
pairs, 30 Years Experience, Insured,
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Interior and
Exterior Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
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CASHIERS COLOR CENTER is look-
ing to hire a full-time individual to as-
sist in the paint department. Duties will
include mixing paint, assisting cus-
tomers with color selections and
sundry items, stocking shelves and
daily cleaning. Must be able to lift 50
pounds. This individual must be de-
pendable, self-motivated, have great
customer service skills and be willing
to learn. We will offer on-the-job train-
ing, so experience is not necessary.
For more information, call Derek Taylor
@ (828)200-9226, or stop by Cashiers
Color Center to fill out an application.

DALTONS CHRISTIAN BOOK-
STORE is hiring Retail Sales Associ-
ate – Excellent customer service,
people skills, dependability.   Apply on-
line at:
DaltonsChristianBook.com/contactus

PATHWAYS FOR THE FUTURE INC.
dba Disability Partners is seeking a dy-
namic, forward thinking person for the
position of Executive Director. Disabil-
ity Partners is a local Center for Inde-
pendent Living serving 14 Counties in
Western North Carolina, with offices in
Sylva and Asheville, North Carolina.
People with disabilities are served
through the Center for Independent
Living, Homecare Partners and Per-
son First Services, a provider of the In-
novations Waiver through Vaya.The
Executive Director Job Description
and application can be found at
https://www.disabilitypartners.org/em-
ployment-opportunities. All applicants
must submit by email: Cover Letter,
current Resume and a complete appli-
cation to: ssacco@disabilitypart-
ners.org. The deadline to apply for the
position is April 29, 2022 at 5:00pm.
Documents submitted after the dead-
line will not be accepted. Persons with
disabilities are encouraged to apply for
the position.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR in
Sylva looking for helper electricians.
Must have tools, transportation, refer-
ences, and willingness to work with
others. Pay based on experience- Call
(828)631-0341 for interview.

COWEE MT. RUBY MINE Now Hiring
Seasonal and Year-round Help. Call
(828)369-5271 Appointment.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER Part-time.
Must be able to: Work on Macs using
Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop
and QuarkXPress, Good Speller,
Quick Turnaround. Able to Work on a
Deadline. All inquiries will remain con-
fidential. Email Resume and Exam-
ples of your Work to:
maconcountynews@gmail.com

IF YOU ARE A REGISTERED NURSE
licensed in the State of North Carolina
and want less stress than the typical
medical, hospital structure requires we
need your nursing skills to supervise
the daily operations of home care serv-
ices provided through Home Care Part-
ners. This position supervises the
aides, scheduling, training and day to
day activities to assure our clients can
remain independent in their home en-
vironment. No medical services admin-
istered. Mon-Fri 40 hours per week.
Benefits include vacation, sick, holi-
days and dental, life, health insurance.
Please call Julie Van Hook at 828-507-
6065 for more information. You can
apply at Disability Partners, 525 Min-
eral Springs Drive, Sylva, NC 28779.

POSITION AVAILABLE Are you some-
one with a disability who has overcome
obstacles relating to a personal disabil-
ity and will use that strength to help oth-
ers with disabilities set and reach goals
to live more independently. If so, Dis-
Ability Partners has a full-time position
available for you. Work experience and
education will be considered. Benefits
vacation, sick, holidays and dental, life
and health insurance. Mon-Fri 40 hours
per week. You can make a difference.
Applications available at DisAbility Part-
ners, 525 Mineral Springs Drive, Sylva
or on our website; disabilitypartners.org.
Call Barbara Davis for more information
(828)226-8263.

WE CAN WORK AROUND your
schedule starting at $12.00 per hour to
provide in home aide services based
on the consumer needs through the
Home and Community Block Grant.
You can make a difference in some-
one’s life age 60 and older in Jackson
County. Benefits for full time PTO, den-
tal, life and health insurance. Part time
positions available. Please apply at
525 Mineral Springs Drive, Sylva NC or
call Home Care Partners at 828-586-
1570 for more information.
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B & M MILITARY SURPLUS Boots,
Black/Tan ICW, ICB Gortex, Com-
bat Boots ECW W/C ACU Gortex
Parkas, Pants, ACU W/C Improved
Wet Weather, W/C, ACU, W/D, ABU,
BDU, USN AOR2, Pants, Shirts.
W/C 4 Part Sleep Sys, ICW-ECW
Sleep Bags. FLC Vests, Packs, As-
sorted Backpacks, Bags, Boonie
Hats, Caps, Boot Socks. MRE’S.
We buy, sell all Types Clothing,
Field Gear. Open  Monday-Friday 9-
6, Saturday  9-4.  329 Bennett
Ridge Rd. Franklin, (828)349-3140,
bandmsurplus@gmail.com
FARMERS MARKET 10-12, Every
Saturday. Please Come Out and Sup-
port Your Local Farmers Market. Win-
ter Vegetables, Honey,  Fresh
Chicken,  Pastries, Cookies, Pre-
serves,  Eggs. 200 Block East
Palmer.

ANTIQUE JOHN DEERE TRACTOR
Ford Square Baler, Old Farm Imple-
ments, Hay Trailer, Riding Mower.
Two Old R.V.'s. Text or Leave Mes-
sage. (828)332-0764.
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20.24 ACRES unrestricted and
backs up to USFS land.  Road in
place, easy access yet very private.
Gentle slope with nice views. De-
sirable Cartoogechaye township.
Tract has been subdivided into six
lots and recorded with county.
$299,000.  Call or text (727)460-
0714.
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WANTED GARDEN SPOT Preferably
in Franklin/Otto Area (828)524-8056.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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www.TheMaconCountyNews.com
26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734

(828) 369-6767

$8.0020 words
or less



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW TRAILBLAZERSNEW SILVERADOS NEW EQUINOXS
FROM
$37,900
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$24,000
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71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

We now offer
Window Tint
service!

Serv-Pro sanitizes our entire dealership using EPA approved hospital grade cleaning sollutions adhering to CDC guidelines

CARS

SUVS
TRUCKSMILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536
2022 BMW 530 240
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2021 Kia K5 LXS 4,963
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196
2021 Chevrolet Spark 1,167
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2019 Chevrolet Sonic 59,039
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009
2019 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 56,048
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676
2018 Chevrolet Cruze LS 54,872
2018 Toyota Camry 60,256
2015 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 15,349
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261
2015 Buick LaCrosse 104,189
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152
2013 Hyundia Elantra 55,328
2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan Luxury 73,798
2008 Corvette Coupe 9,007

2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier 23,547
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 4,798
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,918
2021 Kia Telluride S 8,173
2021 Toyota Highlander 1,996
2021 Chevrolet Suburban 388

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237
2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 16,427
2021 Jeep Wrangle High Altitude 17,132
2020 Tahoe Premier 4x4 24,476
2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT 14,559
2020 Cadillac Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261
2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT 27,594
2020 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 14,430
2020 Hyundai Palisade 34,462
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696
2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751
2019 Chevrolet Express 2500 12,089
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386
2018 Volkswagen Atlas 3.6L V6 SE 71,947
2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441
2017 Volkswagen Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition 59,132
2016 Buick Enclave CXL AWD 81,859
2015 Chevrolet Equinox IT AWD 87,398
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2012 Chevrolet Traverse 120,790

2022 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD High Country 3,761
2022 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 489
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 15,112
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 435
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 16,244
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 209
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
2020 Ram 3500 Dump Truck 19,267
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD 1,205
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD HC Diesel 23,536
2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2020 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
2019 Toyota Tacoma SR5 43,420
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 104,810
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 55,201
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2017 Ram Nightfall 1500 4x4 79,143
2016 Ram Diesel Crew 2500 60,495
2015 Chevrolet Colorado 95,530
2012 Chevrolet Colorado LT w/1LT 117,555
2012 GMC Sierra 2500 Diesal 192,749
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