
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

The lack of available early learning slots in Macon County
is why the Advancing Highlands Education Committee
(AHEC) is requesting more than $8 million for renovations
at Highlands School. The renovations would include space
for two pre-school classrooms, which according to the
AHEC committee, would be filled immediately. 
Initially, AHEC was formed to fill a void in technology at

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Jeff Weller with
AHEC told commissioners Monday night. However, since
then, they have worked to address other needs within the
school system, most recently focusing on the need for addi-
tional early education opportunities in Highlands. 
“There is always an abundance of interest in our program

and oftentimes we have had individuals call when they be-
came pregnant to put their child on a waiting list,” said
Brooke Keener, director of Exceptional Children/AIG/PreK
for Macon County Schools. “This was not a sustainable
practice keeping waiting lists five years in advance. We ask
interested parties to begin contacting us and looking for ap-
plications in March of the year they’d like their student to
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enroll in one of our preschool programs.”
Members of the AHEC committee presented to the Macon

County Board of County Commissioners Tuesday night ex-
plaining that after spending $35,000 on architectural serv-
ices for a concept to renovate Highlands School, the $8.6
million would be needed to add two preschool classrooms,
expanding opportunities for Project-Based Learning (PBL)
and provide CTE (Career Technical Curriculum) for stu-
dents.
According to the planning study, space needs at Highlands

School are two pre-K classrooms at 1,200 square feet each,
36 students and a 2,700 square foot playground. For project
based learning and career technical education, the planning
study found that labs/maker’s spaces need to be added to the
elementary, middle and high schools at 1,200 to 2,000 square
feet each, more square feet in the media center and inde-
pendent learning areas.
Weller explained that the new pre-K classrooms are being

proposed to be  integrated into the elementary wing with
long-term enrollment flexibility and proximity to existing

The Overlook Theatre Company will present “The Descendants” Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 7 p.m. nightly, along with a 2 p.m. mati-
nee on Saturday at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing Arts. “The Descendants” offers a glimpse into the kingdom of
Auradon where all of Disney’s beloved heroes are living happily ever after. That is until their children get mixed up with the offspring
of the evilest villains. As they enter a completely foreign world and way of life, the Villain Kids have a difficult choice to make: should
they follow in their parents’ wicked footsteps or learn to be good? Based on the popular Disney Channel Original Movies, “Disney’s
Descendants: The Musical” is a brand-new musical comedy featuring the beloved characters and hit songs from the films.  A two-
act musical production presented by The Overlook Theatre Company. For ticket information, visit smokymountainarts.com or call
(866)273-4615. For a preview of the production, see page 12.
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plumbing. An adjacent playground area will
be fenced in and landscaped/screened from
car traffic, which is required by the state for
preschool classrooms. 
In addition to preschool options within the

Macon County School system, private pre-
school and early education options exist in
both Highlands and the Franklin area such as
Macon Program for Progress in Franklin and
the Gordon Center in Highlands. However,
even with options outside of the school sys-
tem, a long waitlist remains for families in
Macon County. 
The North Carolina Department of Health

and Human Services lists about a dozen reg-
istered childcare families in Macon County
who have slots available for 951 children
under the age of 5. Those slots are primarily
for children 3 or older, or preschool-aged.
Only 48 infant slots, 109 1-year-old slots,
and 146 two-year-old slots are listed for the
entire county. The 2010 U.S. Census indi-
cated Macon County’s under 5 population
was at nearly 1,800.
According to Maci Bears, a fourth grade

teacher at Highlands School and a member
of the AHEC committee, children have been
put on the waitlist for slots in the private pre-
school programs in Highlands who have not
even been born yet. 

“Implementing public preschool bridges a
large gap in learning,” said Bears. “Studies
have shown that an efficient early childhood
education reduces the need for special edu-
cation by 39 percent by the third grade. Spe-
cial education costs nearly twice as much as
regular classroom education.”
While Macon County’s biggest hurdle for

providing additional preschool classrooms
within the school system currently is the lack
of space for the classrooms, Janice Edgerton,
executive director for the Region A Partner-
ship for Children said there is a lack of staff
to fill the classrooms that are available now. 

Alison Tate, who has been working with
AHEC is set to retire this year after operating
one of Highlands’ preschool programs for
more than a decade. Tuesday night she told
commissioners that even though they have
been trying for two years to find a replace-
ment to take over the program, a lack of
qualified staff may result in having to close
the program. 
According to Tate, the two existing pre-

school classrooms in the Highlands area are

currently at capacity and have a waitlist of
87 children.  
Richard Delany with Old Edwards Inn ad-

dressed commissioners and said the lack of
childcare in Highlands is an economic issue
as employees moving to the area don’t have
options for childcare, therefore, can’t work.
Without childcare and early education op-
tions for potential employees, Delany says
that Old Edwards struggles to fill needed
spots resulting in a staffing shortage.   
As Bears noted when speaking to com-

missioners, early education is also crucial for
the overall development and long-term ben-

efits for the community.
“While a public preschool would serve the

entire community, it would be especially
beneficial for our English language learner
population. Having children immersed in a
new language at a young age supports their
oral development, leading to higher reading
ability in the future,” said Bears. 
“Unfortunately, as of the 2021 NCDPI

data, 61.6% of English Language Learners
placed at a Level 1 out of 5 on the Grade 3

Reading EOG [End of Grade] last year.
These children deserve an opportunity to be-
come proficient readers, and that begins in
preschool. As a teacher, I focus a lot on the
importance of fluency and reading. How-
ever, there are several other benefits to pre-
school education for our community.
Children who attend quality preschool are
proven to be more successful at socializing,
regulating emotions, interacting with others,
and gaining confidence. Children who go to
preschool are more likely to be employed,
own a house, and have a savings account.
Preschool is crucial in the foundation of a
child’s life, and the entire community only
reaps the benefits in the future. It is time for
all of our Highlands community children to
be allowed access to public early childhood
education. ”
The funding request from AHEC is just

one of the requests commissioners are con-
sidering for capital improvements across
Macon County this year. The Macon County
Board of Education reviewed more than $24
million in capital outlay requests during its
February board meeting. After a lengthy
board discussion, the school system ap-
proved $10,569,960.44 in capital outlay re-
quests which will be submitted to county
commissioners as part of this year’s budget
planning process. 
Region A is the nonprofit organization re-

sponsible for administering North Carolina’s
Smart Start and NC Pre-K initiatives in the

“Studies have shown that an efficient early childhood 
education reduces the need for special education by 39 
percent by the third grade. Special education costs nearly

twice as much as regular classroom education.”
 – Maci Bears, Highlands 4th grade teacher
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seven western-most counties and on the
Qualla Boundary. Right now, Region A has
48 classrooms in their coverage area and 96
teachers.

MaconCounty Schools Preschool overview
Macon County Schools currently has space

for just under 100 preschoolers, all of which
are located in the Franklin area between the
five available preschools. The school dis-
trict’s preschool classrooms are located at
South Macon (two classrooms) Iotla Valley
(two classrooms) and one at Cartoogechaye.
“Currently in Macon County Schools we

have five preschool classrooms and each
classroom has 18 student slots. That allows
us to serve 90 students. Today we have 88
students enrolled,” said Keener. “We have put
out applications to our community for Fall
2022 enrollment and we have currently 44
completed applications that have been turned
into us. Even for returning students, a new ap-
plication must be filled out every year. Ap-
plications are due April 20.”
Calls received by Macon County Schools

this year expressing interest in  enrolling their
student at the following preschool sites:
• At Iotla Valley:  22 inquiries
• At Cartoogechaye:  30 inquiries
• At South Macon:  28 inquiries
“In our program we prioritize serving 4-

year-olds in these classrooms,” said Keener.
“We do take 3-year-olds who are develop-
mentally delayed and are placed in these

We are excited to announce we are open to serve our guests and 
community. We invite you to experience our Farm to Fork restaurant
and enjoy our incredible menu and amazing service. We are proud 

to source our ingredients from local farmers.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday – Saturday  11:00 am – 9:00 pm  •  Lunch Delivery  11:00 – 2:00

Reservations accepted

(828)369-2690 | graciousplatesonmain@gmail.com

10% discount for Veterans and First Responders everyday
Thank you for your service

COMING SOON – GRAND OPENING EVENTS AND SPECIALS!

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
FRANKLIN, NC

MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC      (828) 369-8296   

MaconFurnitureMart.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
COLLAGE

Rocking 
Recliner

$399

BROOKS
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

JASPER
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

ARTHUR
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

MORRISON
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

ROWAN
Rocking 
Recliner

$599

THIS AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 
LA-Z-BOY COMFORT FOR YOUR HOME!

classrooms by an IEP (individualized educa-
tion plan) team. As a retention incentive, we
do take 3-year-olds that have a parent em-
ployed by the Macon County School system.”
Cartoogechaye Elementary has one class-

room with one teacher and one teacher assis-
tant. The district has nine slots that are
specifically for NC Pre-K 4-year-olds. These
students must meet income guidelines and/or
have documented medical/developmental
needs. NC Pre-K spots are subsidized by Re-
gion A. The other nine slots are private pay
slots. This class is currently at its 18 student
maximum capacity.
Iotla Valley Elementary has two class-

rooms. Each classroom has one teacher and
two assistants. These classrooms are made up
of developmentally delayed students, NC
Pre-K students, and private pay students.
These classes are at max capacity with 36 stu-
dents.
South Macon Elementary has two class-

rooms. Each classroom has one teacher and
two assistants. These classrooms are made up
of developmentally delayed students, NC
Pre-K students and private pay students.
South Macon currently has 34 out of 36 slots
filled with the two unfilled slots for private
pay four-year-olds.
Macon County Schools is looking at an ex-

pansion project at East Franklin Elementary
that will add preschool classrooms to that
school for the first time in the district’s his-
tory with available COVID19 relief funding.
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MARCH 20 -
APRIL 22, 2022
First Day of Spring - Earth Day

SAT, MARCH 26 • 5PM

HIKER BASH
at Currahee Brewing Co.

FRI, APRIL 1 • 3PM

28TH ANNIVERSARY 
HIKER FEST
at Three Eagles Outfitters

SAT, APRIL 2 • 12-2PM

NANTAHALA HIKING CLUB’S 
THRU HIKER CHOWDOWN
at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

FRI, APRIL 8 • 5PM

FOOD, FIX & BREWS
at Outdoor 76

SAT, APRIL 9 • 3PM

HIKER HUNGER GAMES 
& GOODER GROVE’S 
GROOVY GATHERING
at Gooder Grove Hostel

SAT, APRIL 15 • 6PM

AT110 FEST
Benefiting Mainspring Conservation Trust 
at the Rathskeller Coffee Haus & Pub

SAT, APRIL 22 • 6PM

OUTDOOR MUSIC JAM & 
GEAR EXCHANGE
at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

ATmile110.com

MACON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY’S
“WALKING WITH SPRING” SERIES OF FILMS 
& PROGRAMS COMPLEMENTS FRANKLIN’S
AT MILE 110 CELEBRATION. FOR MORE INFO,
PLEASE CALL THE LIBRARY 828-524-3600.

A Designated AT Community at Mile 110

Follow Us

One found dead in house fire
According to a press release from the Macon County Fire Marshal’s office, fire destroyed a home
in the Otto community on Monday. Otto Fire and Rescue responded to 104 Ridge Circle around
4 a.m. and found a home on fire with reports of an occupant still inside the residence. The fire
was brought under control in about 15 minutes and one person was found to be deceased. The
name of the person is being withheld pending notification of the family. The cause and origin of
the fire is under investigation. Otto Fire and Rescue was assisted by crews from Franklin and
Clarks Chapel Fire Departments.

EDC reports shows that economic
health of Macon County improving 

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

The Macon County Economic Develop-
ment Commission released the latest eco-
nomic indicator report for the county and
results showed the county’s economic health
improved significantly at the end of 2021.
The county not only ended 2021 with a
lower unemployment rate than in previous
months, but the report also showed that at
the beginning of 2022, retail sales spending
for the first half of fiscal year 2022 is over
half of the entire previous fiscal year’s retail
spending. 

The Macon County Economic Commis-
sion 2021 Economic Indicator Update was
compiled from federal, state, and local re-
sources and features key metrics important
to Macon County’s economy. 

Despite the COVID19 pandemic, retail
spending in Macon County hit a high in
2021 with $723,867,297 from July 2020-
June 2021. Comparing Fiscal Year (FY)
2019 to FY 2020, retail spending increased
from 2019 to 2020 in every month with the
exception of April, May and June. Retail
spending continued to increase month after
month for FY 2021 and to date, in FY 2022
compared to previous months. So far for fis-
cal year 2022 – which began in July 2021 –
retail sales in Macon County totaled more
than $451 million while the entire previous
year was at $723 million. 

A travel indicator for Macon County, the
amount of occupancy tax collections were

also reported as well above the previous
year. For Highlands, almost $1.5 million was
collected in FY 21 for occupancy taxes,
which is around $500,000 more than FY 20
and close to double the amount collected in
FY 2019. The same percentage of increase
was replicated in Franklin, which collected
$476,111.51 in FY 21, $302,678.39 in FY
20, and $226,428.51 in FY 19. Nantahala’s
occupancy tax collection more than doubled
from $66,527.59 in FY 19 to $153,685.19 in
FY 20 to a record high of $197,262.07 in FY
21. 

Building permits issued significantly in-
creased in Macon County with 129 residen-
tial permits being issued in FY 20 and 147
issued in FY 21. Commercial permits also
experienced an increase during the same
time period. Not only were more new homes
being built, but the cost of homes also expe-
rienced an increase with an average price of
$ 213,000 in 2020 for a home to $267,000 in
2021. Highlands prices went from $741,000
to $841,000. In 2020, homeowners remod-
eled their dwellings to the tune of $26 mil-
lion according to the report, while in 2021,
$32 million was spent on residential alter-
ations.

Unemployment remains at a low rate with
many local businesses still scrambling for
employees. April 2020 saw the highest rate
of unemployment at 11.3% for Macon, and
12.5% statewide. December 2021 was the
lowest at 2.5%, compared to the state unem-
ployment for the same month at 3.7%.
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Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

The organization, One Dozen Who Care
(ODWC), was started in 1998 in Murphy,
N.C., as a group of women gathered to dis-
cuss the need for an organization to help
bridge the gap between ethnic populations
and civic and business communities in West-
ern North Carolina. A dozen women initially
focused on building bonds and helping lower-
income people of color develop marketable
skills; thus, ODWC was founded.
On March 5, at the First Presbyterian

Church in Franklin, three women were spot-
lighted during the organization’s annual Elder
Dinner, which highlights the community serv-
ice and involvement of women over 50 years
of age. Recognized at the event in Franklin,
as a Community Treasure Honoree, was Mary
Ricketson, while Rev. Wanda Moore and Bar-
bara Austin were recognized as Emma Kline
Moore Honorees. 
ODWC’s vision is: “A unified community

that honors and respects racial and cultural di-
versity,” while its mission focuses on em-
powering, educating, and encouraging
“economic development for women, youth,
and elders in far Western North Carolina in
order to bridge cultures and create commu-
nity bonds.”
According to Mary Sue Casey, who joined

ODWC in 1999, and is ODWC’s financial of-
ficer and chairwoman of the Elder Dinner,

being involved with the organization has
given her an opportunity to work together
with all races and religions. The retired high
school math teacher shared, “I like helping
people, and this event that we had last Satur-
day honors women who help people.” 
Part of ODWC intention is to link children

with older individuals, so children were asked
to conduct the interviews of the honorees for
a presentation shown at the Elder Dinner on
Saturday. “We also do a book collection for
children and we reward them for reading …
to encourage reading,” added Casey. 
Plus, ODWC offers an annual $1,500

scholarship for college and university-level
learning to two applicants per year. Applica-
tions are available through high schools and
African American churches in the seven west-
ernmost counties, and by contacting the
scholarship chair at odwc.prescottscholar-
ship@gmail.com or by visiting the One
Dozen Who Care, Inc. website at www.one-
dozenwhocare.org.
Although members of ODWC are from all

over WNC, Franklin’s First Presbyterian
Church was chosen as the site of the annual
Elder Dinner due to not only a few members
residing in the area, but also because it was
centrally located. 
One Dozen Who Care’s Multicultural

Women's Development Conference will take
place April 29-30, at Hinton Rural Life Cen-
ter in Hayesville, N.C. 

The One Dozen Who Care organization held its annual Elder Dinner event at First Presbyterian
Church in Franklin on Saturday, March 5. Pictured, from left: Honoree Wanda Moore, Gabby Tol-
lette, Eli Crawford, Liz Crawford, Gigi Tollette, Honoree Mary Ricketson, Founder Ann Woodford,
and Honoree Barbara Austin.

One Dozen Who Care honors
women for community service 

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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We are authorized to perform the maintenance
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We look forward to serving you.
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278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made March 12 – June 20, 2022 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the
form of a Virtual Reward Card and emailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Subject to applicable law, a $3.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 12
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed with Virtual Reward Card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer

for details and rebate form. ©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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Downtown Franklin, NC 
ROOTANDBARREL.COM
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Specialties
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Specialties
Served all week including:

Cornbeef 
Cabbage Rubens
Fish ‘n’ Chips &
Guinness on tap

Open table

Thursday, March 17Thursday, March 17
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SCC’s Appalachian Farm School draws variety of ag-related businesses 
One farm sells honey and fresh vegetables and is work-

ing to address the Christmas Tree shortage that affected
the nation this past holiday season.
Another specializes in multi-colored eggs, poultry and

rabbits.
And one set of partners is hoping to offer trout fishing

experiences.
Despite representing different spectrums of the agricul-

tural community, participants in this year’s Appalachian
Farm School have at least one thing in common: They all
have expansion goals centered around agri-tourism.
The eight-week farm school, which is organized and

overseen annually by Southwestern Community College’s
Small Business Center, provides existing and aspiring en-
trepreneurs with the resources and training they need to
enhance or launch their operations.
The weekly series concluded on Feb. 28 with final pre-

sentations by each participating farm. It marked the Ap-
palachian Farm School’s eighth consecutive year, and –
as with all services provided by SCC’s Small Business
Center – participation is free of charge.
“We eventually want to have an Air B&B or two on the

property,” said Jarod Schoeberl, who attended the series
with his wife, Maggie, and their 1-year-old daughter Ayda.
The Schoeberl’s run a small farm in Cullowhee with

poultry, rabbits and plans to add small livestock and more
in the near future.
“We’re new to North Carolina, we just moved here two

years ago, so we had no idea there were so many resources
as kind of wannabe farmers,” Maggie Schoeberl said.
“Just learning about the extension office, and having an
opportunity to network with other farmers who are doing
similar things – it’s all been extremely helpful.”

Also attending the class was Robbinsville-resident Alan
Wamsley, who runs Simple Life Mountain Retreat and
Campground and is grateful for programs like Ap-
palachian Farm School that are helping the next genera-
tion of farmers find their way.
“There are pieces

of the puzzle that I
don’t understand,”
said Wamsley, who
started Simple Life
in 2010 and has re-
cently begun adding
apple and Christmas
trees to his property
in Graham County.
“Just like beekeep-
ing, apple trees and
Christmas trees –
those are three dif-
ferent facets of the
business. The farm
schools have taught
me to diversify and
stay on the cutting
edge of farming.”
On the other end

of the experience
spectrum were par-
ticipants Natalie
Rayburn and
Patrick Cardona-
Cosner, who en-
rolled in the
Appalachian Farm School with some ideas and the desire
to work in agri-tourism.
Their goal: To open a fee-based, trout-fishing operation

on some private property in Tusckasegee. Rayburn and
Cardon-Cosner picked up some valuable insights and con-
nections through the farm school.
“It went over a lot of topics like liability and insurance

and introduced us to a lot of people in the extension of-
fices – as well as actual farmers,” Rayburn said. “It’s been
very helpful. Pretty much everything applied in some way

or another.”
This year’s school was organized by Marne Harris,

SCC’s Small Business Center Director, and facilitated by
Tonya Snider of TenBiz.
Overall, representatives of six area farms participated in

the hybrid school that featured several weeks of online
meetings interspersed with in-person sessions.
“We had a wonderful group and a great blend of experi-

enced farmers and newcomers to agribusiness,” Harris
said. “The entire reason we put this on every year is to help
provide information and access to resources that can help
these individuals and farms to succeed.”
For more information about SCC’s Small Business Cen-

ter and the services it offers, contact Harris at m_har-
ris@SouthwesternCC.edu or 828.339.4211.

This year’s Appalachian Farm School concluded with formal presentations on Feb. 25 at SCC’s Jackson Campus. Pictured here
are, from left, Marne Harris, Director of SCC’s Small Business Center; facilitator Tonya Snider; Maggie and Jarod Schoeberl with
daughter Ayda of Cullowhee; Natalie Rayburn of Tuckasegee; Patrick Cardona-Cosner of Tuckasegee; and Alan Wamsley of Rob-
binsville.

On Feb. 25 at SCC’s Jackson Campus in Sylva, Na-
talie Rayburn of Tuckasegee presents the business
plan she and Patrick Cardona-Cosner, also of Tuck-
asegee, developed through the Appalachian Farm
School.

Alan Wamsley of Simple Life Mountain Retreat and
Campground in Robbinsville makes his formal
presentation on the final session of the Ap-
palachian Farm School on Feb. 25 at SCC’s Jack-
son Campus in Sylva.

Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Mountain Medical 
Directory

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!
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555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATIONWIDE LIFETIME
WRITTEN WARRANTY

NOTHING BEATS A REAL RHINO

Authorized
Dealer

Macon County’s ONLY Authorized
Rhino Linings
Specialists...

Backed by
Warranty.
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SS EE AA SS OO NN

BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

MMOONN--FFRRII  1100--77 •• SSAATT  99--99 •• SSUUNN  1122--55 24 E. MAIN ST. 
FRANKLIN, NC 
828.369.7300

BOOK YOUR TUX FOR PROM NOW!

FUMC holds annual
30-Hour Famine 

First United Methodist Church youth
participated in a 30-Hour Famine to
raise funds and collect non-perish-
ables to address food insecurity both
locally and globally. The students did
without food for 30 hours, then were
rewarded with a meal and the satis-
faction of knowing they are making a
difference in their community. The
event brought in more than $10,000 in
monetary donations and almost 7,000
food items to help feed the hungry.
The younger students put together a
shoe made of soup cans (at right). 

Photos by Vickie Carpenter 
and Diane Peltz
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Letters to the EditorWhat’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

I am was ready to write
about the town retreat, and
then about tonight’s board
meeting [Thursday]. But, then
I drove to Founders Park on
Monday to begin a road-run-
ning workout. I came upon de-
pressing site. A trash bag was
stuffed in the top of a bear re-
sistant street can.  

Realizing that someone had
carelessly attempted to place
that household trash bag in the street can was distressing.
A half eaten lunch plate was also left on top of the can.
What are some people thinking? Are they unthinking
slobs that simply do not care about this beautiful com-
munity? The mayor was crushed to know such reckless
behavior is still afoot in Highlands.

I rationalized why someone would do such a dastardly
deed.  I thought maybe the trash crews didn’t empty the
cans after weekend activities. Even if they hadn’t, there’s
no excuse for such behavior.  So, I went around the park
and checked the other street cans. They were not full,
and all had been emptied that day.

The painful truth is that someone decided to dispose
of their household garbage by just stuffing the bag in a
street can that is designed to handle only small amounts
of garbage, fast food trash or coffee and ice cream cups.
Several years ago when we first deployed the street cans
I caught a woman trying to put her household trash bags
in a street can near Reeves.  I confronted her and she
stopped.  I wish I had seen the person stuffing this can.

Since implementing the BearWise program, we have
removed those ugly shared dumpsters that used to be on
public streets. These dumpsters that were rented by busi-
nesses became magnets for people depositing their
household garbage and overfilling the dumpsters.  The
new roll cart system has greatly reduced that problem.  

If you see someone stuffing a street can take a photo
and send it to Askmayorpat.com.  We will investigate,
and I will at least photo shame the offender. I know some
may think their mayor is over reacting, but I not going
to let these kinds of trashy behaviors become the norm
in Highlands. 

Also, a citizen recently sent me a photo of a bear re-
sistant roll cart in a neighborhood that had been over-
filled to where the lid could not be closed. There were
additional bags of garbage on the side of the cart.  I
urged the person to contact the police at 526-9341. Our

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11
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We needs more civil disobedience and fearless leaders 
Today America is facing unprecedented censorship of free

speech and attacks on honest debate as never before in our na-
tion's history, but We the People are not standing against it in
large numbers because we haven't been hurt in our lifestyles
yet.  However, when that time comes, it may be too late to re-
sist the authoritarians who are growing more powerful by the
day.  If each of us do not search out the real truth and act on it,
our America will surely go the way of all other empires to the
waste bin of history.  Genuine truth will seem like the popular
term "misinformation" to people who have repeatedly believed
the lies of the mainstream for too long, but for those of us who
believe in freedom, now is the time to withdraw all of our con-
sent from the tyranny of good intentions.  We need smaller
government and bigger individuals.  We need more civil dis-
obedience and leaders who are not afraid to stand for the Con-
stitution and Biblical principles.  The middle of the road leads
to socialism which leads to lost freedom forever.  History is
clear on that fact.  

As the DHS recently released new rules on extremism to
combat the false boogeyman of white supremacy and right-
wing ideology (a.k.a. independent and common sensed think-
ing), I'd like to submit a few questions for us to ponder so that
we become vigilant to remain a free and independent people.
If we don't see through the propaganda from an obviously cor-
rupted government, we will be susceptible to their false flags
and fall for their scheming that gives them more control over
our lives.      

Why do liberals want violence here and conservatives want
violence abroad?

If we condemn Russia for invading Ukraine to destroy ille-
gal biolabs and stop NATO's expansion along with western
meddling (i.e. U.S. backed coup of a democratically elected
government in 2014), why was it alright for the U.S. to invade
and occupy Iraq over proven false pretenses of WMDs?  

Why does society more easily fall victim to the greater lies
from government instead of the small lies?

When government assumes undelegated and unconstitu-
tional powers, why don't we demand our rights and resist?

Why do we blindly believe life-long bureaucrats just be-
cause they have some meaningless credentials after their
name?

Why can't Republicans mind their own business and De-
mocrats spend their own money?  It's not complicated.

Why is government's urge to save humanity always a false-
face to rule and control it?  

Why do we give lip service to being a constitutional repub-
lic that practices democracy, while at the same time cheer the
unconstitutional and destructive global empire? 

Why does the US global military support Islamic terrorists
sometimes and other times bomb those same groups?

Why would we ever trade essential freedom for false secu-
rity?

If the federal government is supposedly legitimate today,

then why does it function like organized crime?
Why does the self-righteous cheer taxation of others by theft,

but never want to give up their own stuff?
Why isn't it called hypocrisy to defend borders in eastern

Europe but not defend the southern border of our own country?
These questions and many, many more should be consid-

ered when we understand that human nature in today's ad-
vanced and so-called civilized society is no different than
human nature thousands of years ago.  The same entity that
tried to ethnically cleanse Native Americans through re-loca-
tion, starvation, and war crimes is the same entity that raped,
murdered, and pillaged innocent civilians and unconstitution-
ally invaded and occupied sovereign Southern States in the
1860s is the same entity that useful idiots still trust today to
keep them safe.   Hitler once said, What good fortune for gov-
ernments that the people do not think."  William Casey, for-
mer CIA Director in the USA, has said "We'll know our
disinformation program is complete when everything the
American public believes is false." 

Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C.

We will defend the right for people to be free
I’ll get right to the point. NATO and every free nation

should use force to oppose the Russian attack on Ukraine.
People worry that NATO involvement may cause Putin to

widen the war to horrific proportions (WW III and/or nu-
clear). My reading of history is that such risk existed the mo-
ment the first bullet whizzed across the Ukrainian border. It
may be worse if we do not act now. In fact, not acting now
could lead to the very outcome we wish to avoid.

I believe every person on Earth has an unalienable right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The purpose of a just
government is to protect those rights. Admittedly, govern-
ments (including the United States) do not always live up to
these standards but people deserve the right to try. Judging
from his treatment of human life, Putin does not think so. 

Free nations vary in the degree to which they protect and
encourage freedom. But Putin’s actions are not a matter of
degree, they are a matter of kind. Taking innocent lives of an-
other nation is clearly a crime. Attorney/client privilege does
not extend to the commission of a crime, and neither should
sovereignty.

This may be the time that sovereignty no longer trumps
human rights. Humanity may not be ready for such responsi-
bility, but if we believe freedom is worth defending we may
not have the luxury of being “ready.”

If the free world acts against Putin now, it is a clear message
for the other thugs in the world. People deserve to be free and
we will defend that right.

From the news reports it sounds like Russian troops are
somewhat disorganized and suffering from poor logistics. If
this is true the free world should act before Putin has a chance
to address these problems.

The time for free nations to unite, is now.  
David Hubbs – Franklin, N.C.
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MACON COUNTY 
REPUBLICAN PARTY

AAnnnnuuaall CCoonnvveennttiioonn
&& PPrreecciinncctt MMeeeettiinnggss

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2022

5:30PM Meet & Greet Candidates
6:30PM Gavel 

Macon voters registered Republican as of 
January 31, 2022 are invited to participate.
maconrepublicans@gmail.com

Paid for by Macon GOP

Smoky Mountain Center for 
the Performing Arts

1028 Georgia Road • Franklin, NC
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code enforcement officer will investigate those viola-
tions.  In addition, our sanitation crews have been di-
rected to report these violations to the code
enforcement officer.
As for the offending neighborhood residents, those

folks may need to acquire an additional bear resistant
trash can, especially if they are operating an STR [short
term rental].
We do have a town board meeting tonight [Thurs-

day] with a full agenda. It starts at 7 p.m. at the High-
lands Conference Center. The board had a productive
retreat last Thursday. More information to come. 

Sales tax increase to appear on November ballot 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Voters in Macon County will decide in November
whether or not a sales tax increase earmarked for education
should be established. During the March meeting of the
Macon County Board of Commissioners, the board unani-
mously voted to pass a resolution adding language to the
November ballot regarding an increase to the county’s sales
tax. 
Macon County Manager Derek Roland estimates the sales

tax referendum would would raise around $1.7 million in
additional yearly revenue, would provide funds to assist
with ongoing capital improvement needs in the county
school system.
From renovations at Highlands School to a new Franklin

High School, the district’s capital outlay needs are exten-
sive. Macon County Commission Chairman Jim Tate noted
that the needs are essentially required at this point and now
it’s up to the county to determine how those projects are
going to be funded. 
“The question is, how do you pay for it? It's not a ques-

tion of whether or not we're going to do it – we've already
decided we're going to do it,” Tate said. “Would you rather
pay for it with an increase of property taxes, or would you
rather pay for it by letting some of our visitors who pass
through this county also help pay for it through a quarter-
cent sales tax increase?”
North Carolina offers individual counties the option to in-

crease the 6.75 percent statewide sales tax to an even 7 per-
cent, with all revenues from the extra quarter-cent going

back to the county — the base 6.75 percent sales tax is
shared between the county and state.
As it stands, funding for the school system, including cap-

ital outlay projects and infrastructure needs, are funded out
of the county’s general budget, which is funded through the
county’s property taxes, meaning Macon County landown-
ers and homeowners pay the bill. Neighboring counties like
Jackson County, and Rabun County, Georgia, have taken a
different approach to funding school needs by approving an
education-specific sales tax that generates revenue for in-
frastructure needs. Rather than raising property tax rates to
generate additional revenue from property owners, a sales
tax revenue would mean anyone shopping in Macon County
and paying a sales tax, would be funding the school im-
provements, rather than just residents.
Sales tax is often rounded up to 7 percent already, and

those dollars get rolled into the redistribution of sales tax
across the state. Out of the 6.75 percent sales tax, less than
3 percent is currently returned to the county. An education-
specific 1/4 of a penny tax would be guaranteed to Macon
County each year. 
In Jackson County, nearly two-thirds of Jackson County

voters voted in favor of a referendum question allowing the
county to increase the county’s sales tax by one-fourth of a
cent in 2016. The measure increased the county’s sales tax
from 6.75 to 7 percent and is expected to generate an addi-
tional $1.2 million a year for the county.
The referendum will now be appearing on the ballot dur-

ing the November 8 general election for voters across
Macon County to decide. 

Law enforcement conducting drug take-back event 
Law enforcement across

Macon County is hosting Op-
eration Medicine Drop
events for National Poison
Prevention Week March 20-
26
The Macon County Sher-

iff’s Office, in partnership
with the Franklin Police De-
partment & Highlands Police
Department will host a pre-
scription drug take back
event on Wednesday, March
23, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. ,
either at the Robert C. Car-
penter community building
in Franklin; or the Highlands
Police Department in High-
lands.
An average of four people

a day are dying from over-
dose in North Carolina with
79 percent of those deaths in-
volving some type of opioid.
Drugs not properly disposed
of may end up getting into
the wrong hands or end up in
the water supply. Since 2010
Operation Medicine Drop
has collected more than 266 million pills and supported more
than 4,332 pill take-back events across North Carolina.
Operation Medicine Drop (OMD) is a free drug take-back

program that gives people a safe and secure way to dispose
of unwanted over-the-counter and prescription medications.
Safely disposing of old medications through Operation Med-
icine Drop events instead of flushing them down the drain
prevents those chemicals from ending up in the water supply.

Unwanted medications can be dropped off at two locations on Wednesday, March 23, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.: The Robert C. Carpenter Community Building, 1288 Georgia Road, Franklin; and
Highlands Police Department, 372 Oak Street, Highlands.

Bring your unwanted, expired over-the-counter and pre-
scription medications to the Robert C. Carpenter Commu-
nity Building Center or the Highlands Police Department
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Wednesday, March 23. The
Franklin Police Department, the Highlands Police Depart-
ment, and the Macon County Sheriff’s Office also each have
permanent drop boxes within their facilities for unwanted
medications to be safely disposed of throughout the year.
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Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3
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Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN
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Everything made from scratch!

SPRING HOURS: Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

SSPPRRIINNGG RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEE
FFrriiddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1188 && SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1199
SSPPRRIINNGG RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEE

Friday, March 18 & Saturday, March 19
Arise & Shine Thrift Store

Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. • Franklin, NC
Call for Info (828) 634-0217

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)
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SSPPRRIINNGGTTIIMMEE IISS HHEERREE!!
BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Open: Mon – Sat 10am – 5pm, Sun 11am – 5pm
10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

ONE MONTH
UNLIMITED 
$49.95*

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

HYDRO 
MASSAGE 
IS HERE!

PACKAGES AVAILABLE
*10 minute visits.

Must Present Coupon. Exp. 4/2/22

CAROLINA
EQUIPMENT

RReennttaall
EEqquuiippmmeenntt

((882288)) 334499--33339999

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg
&& CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
((882288)) 334499--33339900

66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344

WWee ccaann hheellpp wwiitthh::
GGrraaddiinngg &&  RRooaadd RReeppaaiirr
RRoocckk && GGrraavveell HHaauulliinngg
EExxccaavvaattiinngg •• BBaacckkhhooee

LLaanndd CClleeaarriinngg ••WWaatteerr && SSeewweerr

Photos by Betsey Gooder 
and SMCPA
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Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

(828) 524-4588
P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road

Franklin, NC 28734

• Cat Litter    • Rice
• Laundry Detergent

• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food

Suspects arrested following high speed chase 
Brittney Lofthouse 
Contributing Writer

On Tuesday afternoon the
North Carolina Highway Pa-
trol tried to initiate a traffic
stop on a vehicle that at-
tempted to flee instead of stop-
ping for law enforcement.
Law enforcement began pur-
suing the vehicle at a high rate
of speed through downtown
Franklin, then headed south
before the vehicle crashed. 
The two suspects then fled the crash scene on foot, at which

point a code red message was sent out via Macon County dis-
patch’s Code Red system warning residents in the area of Mc-
Clure Mill Road to be on the lookout for two suspects, a male
and a female, dressed in all black. 
Around 9 p.m. on Tuesday night, the Franklin Police De-

partment received a call from 911 dispatch with information
regarding  the whereabouts of the two suspects involved in the
vehicle pursuit. 

Franklin Police officers were
able to locate the suspects on
Highlands Road near Rogers
Road.  After a brief foot pursuit,
both suspects were taken into
custody.
The suspects, identified as

Jesse James Clark and Stephanie
Greene Jones, were arrested and
booked into the Macon County
Detention Center. 
Jones was charged with three

counts of resisting a public offi-
cer, failure to stop for flashing red

lights, two counts aiding and abetting larceny, misdemeanor
larceny, possession of stolen goods, aiding and abetting driv-
ing while license revoked, flee and elude arrest with a motor
vehicle, reckless driving to endanger, and failure to appear on
a misdemeanor. Jones was booked in on a $40,000 bond. 
Clark was charged with resisting a public officer, larceny

from a merchant, two counts of possession of stolen goods,
and flee and elude arrest with a motor vehicle, Clark was
booked in on a $44,000 bond. 

Stephanie Greene JonesJesse James Clark

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests March 4 - 12. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County Sheriff’s Department

March 7
Hannah Logan Rose Krumholt, was charged with posses-

sion of marijuana paraphernalia, possession of drug para-
phernalia and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer.
Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
Jesse Boone Locke, was charged with arson. Deputy Cody

J. Howard made the arrest. 

March 8
Austin William Engelskind, was charged with child sup-

port enforcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Austin Harley McCall, was charged with breaking and en-

tering and communicating threats. Joel Lynch made the ar-
rest. 

March 9
Heidi Johanna Dreml, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of a schedule I controlled
substance and possession of drug paraphernalia. Sargeant
Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest. 

March 10
Frank Jacson Alexander, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
William Dale Sheffield, was charged with violate domes-

tic violation protective order, flee/elude arrest, reckless driv-
ing and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. 
Michael Anthony Hunt, was charged with flee/elude ar-

rest. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest. 

March 11
Charles Samuel Carpenter, was charged with probation vi-

olation. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Lance Edward Hughes, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Travis Collins, was charged with failure to appear for driv-

ing while impaired, reckless driving with wanton disregard
and child abuse. David Blanton made the arrest. 
Amanda Jo Dixon, was charged with failure to appear for

fail to report crime against juvenile. David Blanton made the
arrest. 
Jessica Burton Blankenship, was charged with failure to

appear. Joel Lynch made the arrest. 
Justin Johnson Stanfield, was charged with failure to ap-

pear for felony possession of schedule I controlled substance,
larceny, possession of stolen goods/property and obtaining
property by false pretenses. 
Pherris Swafford, was charged with simple assault and as-

sault and battery. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

March 12
Ronald Scott Jones Jr., Violate domestic violence protec-

tive order. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Nicole Tabitha Bates, was charged with child abuse.

Joseph A. Raby made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

March 4
UT Van Huynah, was charged with trespassing. J.A. Riles

made the arrest. 
Rachel Jewel Urrutia, was charged with burglary/break-

ing and entering. C.T. Chastain made the arrest. 

March 7
Marcus Brandall Dorsch, was charged with felony pos-

session of a schedule I controlled substance, driving while li-
cense revoked impaired revocation and operate a vehicle
with no insurance. A.R. Holland made the arrest. 

March 10
Brandon Cody Mann, was charged with disorderly con-

duct. M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 
Rachel Jewel Urrutia, was issued a probation violation

warrant. M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Jackson County NC NAACP online meeting is Saturday, March 19,
at 10 a.m.  The topic is “Honoring Mountain Voices: Our 2022 Theme.”
Email jcnaacp54ab@gmail.com to receive instructions to join online.
All are welcome.

Holly Springs Community Development Club will meet on Monday,
March 21, at 6 p.m. at the community building, 2720 Cat Creek Rd.
Dessert and beverages will be served. Everyone is welcome.

Valley River Arts Guild will be offering classes for  Introduction to Wa-
tercolor Art Class on Saturday, March 26, 10 a.m. to 12 noon; Making
Pine Needle Baskets, Saturday, April 2, 12 noon  to 3 p.m., at Murphy
Art Center. Classes are open to the public. For more information, call
(828)360-3038. 

Prentiss Church Food Pantry is available on Thursday, March 17, 2
to 5:30 p.m. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane. For more in-
formation, call (828)369-3885.

N.C. Cooperative Extension Service Free Online Seminar
“Grapes: How to Start and Grow Grapes” will be held on Thursday,
March 17, from 6 to 7 p.m. via zoom. This seminar is geared for those
new to growing grapes or desiring to learn the basics on how to main-
tain your grape vines. For more information, contact the Macon County
Extension Center at (828)349-2049 or e-mail Christy Bredenkamp at
clbreden@ncsu.edu To register look for the event at
macon.ces.ncsu.edu/events

Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center Next Grad-
uation will be held on Saturday, March 19, at 10 a.m., 336 Living Hope
Way. The ceremony will include worship, a message from the word, a
short video and a graduate giving his testimony. Refreshments and re-
ception to follow. The public is invited to attend. For more information
about the program, visit www.livinghopeway.com or call (828)524-
2157.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike Park Creek to Park Ridge in the
Standing Indian Recreational Area on Saturday, March 19. This hike
makes a loop going along the Nantahala River to Park Creek, follow
the creek to the Connector Trail up to Park Ridge,with a creek cross-
ing on a foot log without a railing. Meet at  Westgate Plaza at 10 a.m.
Ffor more information and reservations, call leaders Bill and Sharon
Van Horn at (828)369-1983.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike Betty Creek to Yellow Patch Sunday,
March 20. Hike south on the Appalachian Trail to an overlook viewing
Picken's Nose. Return by way of the Konnorock trail to a forest serv-
ice road out to Yellow Patch. Meet at Westgate Plaza at 1 p.m.  For
more information or reservations call, at (828)524-5298. 

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church Food Pantry will be held on
Wednesday, March 23, from 4 to 6 p.m. The church is located at 86 E.
Hickory Knoll Rd. For more information, call  the church at(828)369-
9300 or Jannie at (813)305-9433.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, March 23, 2
p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the church from
the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the courtyard
and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-3119.

The Macon County Republican Party will hold its 2022 Convention
and precinct meetings on Friday, March 25, at the Smoky Mountain
Center for the Performing Arts, 1028 Georgia Rd., Franklin. Meet and
greet candidates will begin at 5:30 p.m.; gavel at 6:30 p.m. All Macon
County voters registered as Republicans as of Jan. 31, 2022, may at-
tend. Macongop.com.

Paynetown Cemetery Preservation and Maintenance Workday will
be held on Saturday, March 26, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m., with a rain date of
April 2.  A workday for Cable Cemetery will be held during the summer
after details are worked out in getting volunteers across Fontana Lake.
Twenty-one of the cemeteries require crossing over Fontana Lake.
Paynetown is accessed by crossing over Fontana Dam, turning right,
and then taking the next road on the left to the cemetery.

Franklin Covenant Church Drive through Hot Lunch, Food Pantry
and prayer as requested will be held on  Saturday, March 26, starting
at 11 a.m, at Franklin Covenant Church,  265 Belleview Park Rd. They
look forward  to serving you.

Foster Care Information Session at First Alliance Church will be
held on Monday, April 4, from  6:30 to 8 p.m., at First Alliance Church,
31 Promise Lane.  Foster parents and others will share how they help
meet the needs of children and answer questions and describe how
others are helping through adoption and serving as a resource per-
son. To arrange free childcare, contact Jenny Lewis at (828371-7101
or jennyimp@hotmail.com.

Trout Unlimited Chapter #373 will meet on Tuesday, April 5,  6:30 to
8 p.m., at United Methodist Church, 77 Jackson St. in Sylva. Noted
writer/fisherman Sam Johnson, author of several books and Fly Fish-
ing the Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C. section is the speaker. This meeting
is open to everyone interested in conservation and fishing.

Macon County Schools Preschool Program is currently taking ap-
plications for the 2022-2023 school year. Applications are available at
the Macon County Board of Education, Iotla Valley, Cartoogechaye
and South Macon; or email valerie.norton@macon.k12.nc.us.   Appli-
cations are due by Wednesday, April 20.

The Town of Franklin Water/Sewer Division will have temporary
road closures through Friday, April 29, on West Palmer Street in front
of the Franklin Fire Department and on Maple Street, and the inter-
section of Commerce Street and West Palmer  to improve an existing
sewer line. Signage will be in place for the closure area and detours.
Information will be shared via social media on the Police and Fire De-
partment pages and will be updated on the town’s website. For more
information, call Public Works Department at (828)524-2516 x 397

Thursday Painters has moved to Mondays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main Street in Franklin. All skill lev-
els and mediums are welcome. Bring your project and supplies and a
bag lunch. For more information,  call Pat Mennenger (828)421-5194
or Uptown Gallery (828)349-4607.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited
in-person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building.  A va-
riety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the after-
noons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop just
off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Any-
one under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For
more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S.  For more information, call
Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or email LarryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, March 20, 11 a.m., Rev. Tom Tyre
will share on “What’s So Great About the Buddha?” On Tuesday a
movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The church is
located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For
more information or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

First Alliance Church is holding Sunday Service, March 20, at 10:30
a.m., Sunday School for all ages is held at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Scott
Eichelberger will speak on "A Great Endurance.”  The church is located
at 31 Promise Lane, (off Womack, next-door to Trimont Christian Acad-
emy). For more information, call the church office at (828)369-7977.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person and
on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion the first
Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old Murphy Rd.
(across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.  For more in-
formation,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Worship
is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The church is
located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; senior pastor is
Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-3010 or visit us
at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  Services are held Rite I, 8
a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday.
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and second
and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd. Sunday
10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website: www.allsaints-
franklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on YouTube search "All
Saints Franklin".

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church is lo-
cated at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services beginning
at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at the inter-
section of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road. 

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the
Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Office.

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For
more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153.
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YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DININGEATING OUT

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC

Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–8pm
Friday & Saturday 11am–9pm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

DDrriinnkkss && AAppppeettiizzeerrss 33--55PPMM

88 22 88 .. 44 22 11 .. 77 44 66 55
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

22 88  EE ..  MM AA II NN  SS TT RR EE EE TT  ••  FF RR AA NN KK LL II NN ,,  NN CC

Everything made from scratch!

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

24 Iotla St.• Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza • 441 N. Franklin, NC

WATCH FOR OUR
NEW LOCATION AT

38 Palmer Street Circle
Franklin, NC

NOW
OPEN!

EEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEl Sabor del Oceano
S E A F O O D  R E S T A U R A N T

1505 HIGHLANDS ROAD,  FRANKLIN
828-347-7099 •  OPEN 7  DAYS 11AM-9PM

Live Music
Saturday, March 26 @ 7pm

The upbeats

New recipe sharing software ‘Morsel’ has Macon County roots 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

A Macon County couple recently launched
a new software program called Morsel. It
works as an online family recipe sharing plat-
form. Caroline Lloyd and Ian Hoyt, the com-
pany’s co-founders who moved to Franklin
last year from Harlem, N.Y., conveyed that
their idea was inspired by ongoing queries to
parents regard-
ing favorite
recipes. 

“I never had a
simple way to
capture my
family’s recipes
in a way that
would later be
accessible to
me,” said
Lloyd, whose
career has in-
volved work in
the arts industry
as well as non-
profit consult-
ing. 

“The idea was
sparked by our
ongoing frustra-
tion of never having the recipes we wanted
from our parents when we needed them,”
said Hoyt, a growth marketing and entrepre-
neur by trade. “These recipes have lived on

faded notecards, in text messages, screen-
shots, or emails, but those can easily be lost.
Being able to collaborate with my mom or
grandma to ensure that our family recipes are
preserved, shared, and carried into the future
is such a gift.”

The Morsel platform enables users to share
and access recipes passed down through gen-
erations or even those recently discovered.

Adds Hoyt,
“Morsel lets
families and
friend groups
come to-
gether and
share all the
c h e r i s h e d
recipes with
those they
care about
most.” 

Morsel is
subscription
based, with
an offer to try
it for free for
30 days, and
then an an-
nual fee is
charged to

anyone interested in continuing the subscrip-
tion. The platform offers such features as:
• an unlimited group creation option to

allow friends and family to collectively share

recipes 
• the ability to share one recipe across

multiple groups or families
• unlimited recipe uploads to document

recipes from multiple generations
• a commu-

nity activity
feed on recipes-
to-share tips,
tricks, photos,
and more 

While there is
not currently a
Morsel app for
smartphones,
Hoyt explained,
“During our de-
sign and devel-
opment phase,
we made it a top
priority to make
the mobile web
experience of
Morsel simple
and functional.”

The pandemic in some ways inspired the
new recipe-saving software, pointed out
Hoyt. 

“The pandemic has certainly changed the
way that Millennials and Gen Zers approach
cooking. The sheer nature of being home
more often has ignited the need to try new
recipes, recreate old ones, and most impor-
tantly, share recipes with others. We've seen

this play out through food social media ac-
counts, the bread-making craze at the begin-
ning of Covid-19 quarantine, and a
re-centering around family traditions. Sud-
denly gathering with family around holidays

has increased
in importance
after spending
multiple holi-
days without
loved ones by
your side. The
p a n d e m i c
…certainly has
elevated the
importance of
family tradition
and food.”

Blogs on the
w w w . g e t -
m o r s e l . c o m
site, where
there is also
more informa-

tion about the software and its services, pro-
vide helpful recipe-related information, such
as “Can You Freeze Pancake Batter?” and
“How to Make a Family Cookbook.”

Lloyd and Hoyt, who first visited Franklin
as RVers, decided to become permanent res-
idents last year. “We fell in love with this
community and its people, and we are so
thankful for the warm welcome we've re-
ceived over the past year.”

Caroline Lloyd and Ian Hoyt, who moved to Franklin last year
from Harlem, N.Y., developed a new software program that
helps people share and save recipes.

The subscription-based Morsel platform enables users to
share and access recipes passed down through genera-
tions or even those recently discovered.
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U.S. CORPORATIONs • ESTATEs, LLCs, TRUSTs
AT EAGLE TAX BREAKS, we believe in

Accuracy. Integrity. Personal Service.
1090 HIGHLANDS ROAD • FRANKLIN, NC 28734 • 828-524-1140

We print 1099 and W2 forms for small businesses
and provide bookkeeping and payroll services year round. WE ARE READY TO

E-FILE FOR YOU!
When you’re 
ready to file, 
we are ready 
for you! 

Serving WNC for 24 Years$25 OFF
Tax Preparation
Additional $25 credit
on your bill for NEW CLIENTS

Across from Food Lion

Not Your Ordinary Tax Service!

Please present coupon upon arrival
VETERAN OWNED 

& OPERATED!

EEAAGGLLEE TTAAXX BBRREEAAKKSS PPLLUUSS

CALL FOR DROP OFF OPTIONS • CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE

COST: $125 • SIZE: 3LBS • QUEEN: CARNIOLAN AND SASKATRAZ
AVAILABLE: FIRST WEEK IN APRIL

ADOPT US!

Macon County 
Animal Services
1377 Lakeside Drive 

Franklin, NC
(828)349-2106

7 month old, Orange Tabby.
Sweet and cuddly.  Litter box trained.

3 year old, Bassett/Daschund mix. Friendly, likes to go for walks. Good 
with other dogs & children. Not sure about cats. Almost housebroken.

BATMAN

CRIMSON

Wolf education offered at the library at next Hiker’s club meeting 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Rob Gudger, an outdoorsman
and avid naturalist, has pre-
sented in past years his wolves
for educational purposes at area
schools. But next month
Franklin-area adults will be able
to experience a wolf up close
and personal and also learn a
plethora of information regard-
ing their habitat, feeding habits,
and other idiosyncrasies.  

Wayaha, one of Gudger’s
wolves, will be presented to the
general meeting of Nantahala
Hiking Club (NHC) on April 14
at 6 p.m. at the Macon County
Library. Wayaha is a female
wolf that has been exposed
often to children and adults. 

Gudger’s career with Duke
Power for 24 years involved
helping to map out the Foothills
Trail. He became involved with wolves 33 years ago and has
much information and many stories to share, according to
Katharine Brown of NHC.

The 77-year-old currently has three timber wolves, and he
keeps them in a one-acre, natural enclosure with secured
fencing. 

“They can climb like a squirrel,” said Gudger, “so I had to
give them a habitat that keeps them safe but also allows them
to be a pack and run. They are definitely not indoor lounge
animals, like dogs. In fact, they get nervous when they are
inside four walls for very long.” 

While Gudger began owning wolves when he learned of
some pups that needed raising, the wildlife expert informs
the public that “wolves are not dogs and they are not coy-
otes. They are an entirely different species and they are often
misunderstood or lumped in with the understanding of dogs
or coyotes.” 

Coyotes, which are common in Western North Carolina,
have adapted to humans in such a way that they are not as
afraid to attack chickens, cats, dogs and other small animals.
Wolves, on the other hand, are very elusive and skittish and
typically only hunt in packs to take down a wild animal that
the pack family can eat together. 

On April 14, Gudger will educate those in attendance
about the different aspects of a wolf’s predatory nature. 

“I do a question and answer session for most of the time,”
he said. “That seems to work best and provides information
to cover everyone’s curiosity.”

Gudger does allow people to touch his wolf because he
said they are more predictable, in terms of temperament and
growling and biting, than dogs are. However, he is emphatic
that hybrids, which are a man-made breed that includes mix-
ing dog and wolf bloodlines, as well as rescues, which are
wolves that need to be in the wild, are a bad idea for the
general public to consider owning. 

“I’m not an advocate for people owning wolves, but I
have because of my experience and because I have used
them to help people understand them better so they are
treated with respect in the wild.”

While Gudger’s wolves have lived “a good, easy life,”
with the oldest at 15 years, he explained that wolves in the
wild typically only live to around age six due to challenges
such as disease, parasites and broken bones. 

Gudger added that the only reason he is “let into the pack”
is because he feeds the wolves around 10 pounds of raw
chicken leg quarters once or twice a week.

“They can’t handle dog food. They have to eat raw meat,
and they have to gorge on food and then it takes several days
for them to digest it.”

Gudger said a highlight of every educational program is

for those in attendance to try to get one of his wolves to
howl. 

Brown explained that NHC plans 10 meetings per calen-
dar year, and seven of the 10 meetings are informative, en-
tertaining  or educational in nature as per the organization’s
bylaws. The other three are relegated to a fundraiser, a year-
end awards program, and a holiday party.

“Most of our presentations are nature related, outdoor en-
thusiast related, travel related, (members do travelogues of
their adventures, for example), or trail related. It’s really
wide open. The wolf program had been on our list for a
while so we are glad we are able to present it,” said Brown.

For 2022, all general meetings of NHC are being held at
6 p.m. at the library on the second Thursday and the meet-
ings are open to anyone. For more information, visit
www.nantahalahikingclub.org.

Rob Gudger, an outdoorsman and avid naturalist, will  bring one of his wolves to educate the
public about the wild animals at the general meeting of Nantahala Hiking Club (NHC) on April
14 at 6 p.m. at the Macon County Library.
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WWee wwaallkkeedd wwiitthh MMaarrkk MMccCClluurree,, mmyy ssoonn--iinn-- llaaww,, aass ffaarr aass
wwee ccoouulldd,, ttoo aa ppeerrffeecctt rreessttiinngg ppllaaccee bbeessiiddee tthhee wwooooddss.. TToo
eeaacchh ppeerrssoonn tthhaatt hhaass hheellppeedd uuss aanndd sshhoowwnn ssuuppppoorrtt iinn
aannyy wwaayy,, mmaayy yyoouu bbee bblleesssseedd bbeeccaauussee yyoouu hhaavvee bblleesssseedd
oouurr ffaammiillyy.. II eessppeecciiaallllyy wwaanntt ttoo tthhaannkk BBrriiaann HHyyllttoonn 
aanndd tthhee ssttaaffff ooff MMaaccoonn FFuunneerraall HHoommee ffoorr yyoouurr 

ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee aanndd hhiigghhllyy pprrooffeessssiioonnaall 
aatttteennttiioonn ttoo eevveerryy ddeettaaiill ffoorr tthhee sseerrvviiccee aanndd bbuurriiaall..
TToo DDrr GGaarryy JJaarrnnaaggiinn,, RReevv.. SSccootttt MMaatttthheewwss aanndd

RReevv..JJaammiiee PPaassssmmoorree ffoorr bbrriinnggiinngg ccoommffoorrttiinngg wwoorrddss aatt
tthhee sseerrvviiccee.. TToo eeaacchh ppaallll bbeeaarreerr wwhhoo wwaanntteedd ttoo ccaarrrryy
MMaarrkk tthhee ffiinnaall sstteeppss.. TToo AApprriill ooff AApprriill''ss FFlloorriisstt ffoorr 

bbeeaauuttiiffuull fflloowweerrss.. AAnndd ttoo tthhee hhoossppiittaalliittyy ooff ddeeaarr ffrriieennddss
ooff PPrreennttiissss BBaappttiisstt CChhuurrcchh ffoorr tthhee wwoonnddeerrffuull ffoooodd aafftteerr

tthhee sseerrvviiccee.. MMaannyy ooff yyoouu hhaavvee bbrroouugghhtt
ffoooodd aanndd mmaaddee ddoonnaattiioonnss iinn MMaarrkk''ss mmeemmoorryy aanndd iitt iiss

ggrreeaattllyy aapppprreecciiaatteedd.. IInn tthhee ddaayyss ttoo ccoommee II aasskk
ttoo kkeeeepp pprraayyiinngg ffoorr mmyy pprreecciioouuss ddaauugghhtteerr.. 

AAnndd pprraayy ffoorr mmee ttoo bbee hhaavvee tthhee aannsswweerrss ttoo hheellpp hheerr.. 
TThhaannkk yyoouu ffrroomm aallll oouurr ffaammiillyy.. 11--880000--222288--66448833    wwwwww..bbaahhaaii..uuss

WWeeeekkllyy ddeevvoottiioonnss aanndd ddiissccuussssiioonnss iinn FFrraannkklliinn,, ooppeenn ttoo aallll.. CCaallll 330022--338833--66883355..

FFrraannkklliinn •• MMuurrpphhyy •• SSyyllvvaa •• WWaayynneessvviillllee

“Verily I say, this is the day in which mankind can behold 
the face, and hear the voice, of the promised one.”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH

NOW IN OUR 35TH YEAR!  - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDRENS CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Mon.– Fri. 10AM–6PM • Sat. 10AM–3PM

107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Lenoir-Rhyne is hosting
‘The Art of Compassion’ 

Imagine One Hospitality is partnering with Lenoir-
Rhyne University Visiting Writer’s Series to host the in-
augural The Art of Compassion, a three-day event at P.E.
Monroe Auditorium from March 30-April 1. The Art of
Compassion is an opportunity to participate in a positive,
respectful, and affirming conversation guided by industry
empathy experts and wellness professionals centered on
equality, addictions, and recovery. This series of events
serves hospitality workers and students in our community
struggling with substance abuse and addiction and offers
hope, fellowship, and a path forward. 

On Wednesday, March 30, the Art of Compassion event
will begin with world-famous storyteller, Nigerian author
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. She is best known for her
politics, culture, race, and gender themes. Adichie's nov-
els, short stories, and plays have received public and crit-
ical acclaim. Thursday, March 31, Steve Palmer, John T.
Edge, and Chenelle Bragg will share a panel discussion
on life, sobriety, and love in the restaurant business. 

The symposium will conclude Friday, April 1, with a
musical storytelling performance by country star Martina
McBride. These events are a fundraising effort for Lenoir-
Rhyne Visiting Writers Series and Ben's Friends, a recov-
ery-based organization serving hospitality industry
workers in our area and across the country.

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit
theartofcompassion.net

Martina McBride

NCWRC says: Find a bear den, leave it alone 
Biologists at the N.C.

Wildlife Resources
Commission say if you
find a bear den, leave it
alone.   Black bears are
very resourceful in find-
ing places to shelter late
December through April
as cold weather lingers
and cubs are born. Dens
may be found in rock
cavities, brush piles, tree
cavities, excavations
under fallen trees,
ground nests, under
decks and in crawl-
spaces. As a result, you
may stumble upon a bear
den anytime time you are
outdoors, whether hik-
ing, working in your
yard, cutting firewood or
enjoying outdoor activi-
ties.

If you find a den, ei-
ther on your property or
on public property, do
not panic. Leave the area quickly and quietly, and to not dis-
turb the den for the rest of the winter season. If the den is
under your deck, shed, or crawlspace, leave the area and call
the NC Wildlife Helpline at 866-318-2401, or contact your
local district wildlife biologist for further guidance. In al-
most all cases, homeowners can safely co-exist with the bear
until it leaves the den in the spring.

If you inadvertently flush a female bear from her den, do
not approach the area. Keep any dogs on a leash and leave
immediately. The female will return to the den if you leave
it alone, even if she does not return right away. Do not go
back to the den area, as additional disturbance may cause
the bear to leave permanently.

Wildlife Commission staff have already investigated a re-
port of an orphaned male cub in eastern North Carolina this
winter.

“We received a call from the public about a cub found by
itself and quickly investigated the situation,” stated Colleen
Olfenbuttel, the black bear and furbearer biologist with the
Wildlife Commission. “The den was likely disturbed, and
we safely delivered the 4- to 5-week-old male cub to one of
our two licensed rehabilitators specialized to care for or-
phaned cubs. Thanks to the correct response by the caller,
we were able investigate, confirm the cub was orphaned and
get the cub the care it needed within hours of the initial call,
better assuring the cub’s eventual release back into the wild.”

The Wildlife Commission recently released a video about
their cub rehabilitation program, highlighting the time and
care that goes into ensuring a cub is ready for release back

into the wild after capture.
“We are fortunate to have two fantastic rehabbers in the

state that are highly skilled at rehabilitating black cubs. They
work closely with us on the care needed to assure the cubs
will be successfully released,” said Olfenbuttel. “But we’d
much prefer that the bears stay in the wild with their mother,
so please don’t accidentally cub-nap a bear cub; call us im-
mediately if you suspect a cub is orphaned so we can inves-
tigate.”

As spring arrives, black bears will emerge from their dens
and become more active. Sometimes humans will come
across cubs that are alone, waiting for their mothers to return
from foraging and exploring. It’s best to assume these bears
are not orphaned. However, if you suspect a cub has been or-
phaned, do not handle or pick it up, feed it, or worse yet, re-
move it. The best thing to do is leave the cub alone, note the
location and contact the NC Wildlife Helpline or your district
wildlife biologist.

About the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Since 1947, the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-

sion has been dedicated to the conservation and sustain-
ability of the state’s fish and wildlife resources through
research, scientific management, wise use and public
input. The Commission is the state regulatory agency re-
sponsible for the enforcement of fishing, hunting, trapping
and boating laws and provides programs and opportunities
for wildlife-related educational, recreational and sporting
activities.

Wildlife officials are advising that if a bear den is found, to leave the area quickly and do not disturb
the den. Photo by Mike Carraway

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie



THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2022 VOLUME 39    NUMBER 43 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 19

Leigh Ann Cunningham
Leigh Ann Cunningham, 39, of

Sylva, N.C., passed away on Fri-
day, March 11, 2022.

Born in Jackson County, North
Carolina, she was the daughter of
Jean Ann Gregory Cunningham
and the late James Porter Cun-
ningham Jr. She graduated from
Franklin High School; went on to
receive an Associates Degree in
criminal justice from Southwest-
ern Community College, and later
was certified in peer support. She
was previously a member of the
FFA and received an award for
Woman of the Year by Carson
Community Club. 

She always enjoyed time spent with her family and her two
dogs. She had a contagious smile, a love of the Lord, and those
who knew her knew she had a big heart and was always there to
help those in need. 

She is survived by her mother, Jean Ann Gregory Cunningham
of Franklin, N.C.; her fiancé, Richard Owenby of Sylva; sister, Jes-
sica McHan of Franklin; and a niece, Kalyn McHan of Franklin
(who she loved like her own); and several aunts, uncles, and
cousins.

Funeral service will be held on Friday, March 18, at 2 p.m., in
the chapel of Macon Funeral Home.  Rev. Bryon Lamb will offi-
ciate. Burial will be at Carson Cemetery.

The family will receive friends from 1 till 2 p.m., one hour prior
to the service at Macon Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to No Wrong Door
For Support and Recovery, PO Box 1594, Franklin, NC 28744.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Leigh Ann Cunningham

Ruth Tallent Wilkes
Ruth Tallent Wilkes, 93, of Franklin, N.C., passed away Thurs-

day, March 10, 2022.
Born on June 11, 1928, in Macon County, she was the daughter

of the late Jeff and Mae Dillingham Tallent. She was one of those
rare, precious, old timers.  She was born, lived, and died in these
wonderful mountains. She loved God and she loved people. She
was wife and widow of a WWII veteran, raised four children, and
served the residents of Grandview Manor as a Nursing Aide for
more than 20 years. Like her twin sister, Ruby, used to say, “You
do what you have to do.” Her friends knew her laugh and encour-
agement. Everyone knew and loved her wit and steel backbone;
she was indeed a “pistol.” She loved the mountains, worshipping
God daily for the beauty. But especially she loved her family, and
the steady accountability, encouragement and fellowship in Jesus
is a treasure that will last. She looked for the return of Jesus daily,
and now is in His arms, leaving us to walk with Him as she did.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Herman Wilkes;
daughter, Tami Robbins (Eddie); son, Ellis Wilkes (Dorothy), three
brothers, Jack, Don (Evelyn), and Tommy; and two sisters, Ada-
lene Tallent and Ruby Wilburn (Guy).

She is survived by two sons, Terry Wilkes and wife Lynda, and
Allan Wilkes and wife Elaine; one sister, Barbara Shuler (Pete);
six grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Wednesday March 16, in the chapel
of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with Rev. David Williams offici-
ating. Interment followed at Woodlawn Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to www.samari-
tanspurse.org.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is assisting the
Wilkes family.

David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Grow your own flowers for cutting from seed 
Melinda Myers
Guest columnist

You don’t need a lot of
space or a big budget to
grow and enjoy garden-
fresh bouquets. Just fill a
few vacant spaces, add an
extra row in garden beds or
fill a container with easy
care flowers started from
seeds.

You’ll jump-start the
season and enjoy earlier blooms by starting some of the
seeds indoors to transfer into the garden after the danger of
frost has passed. If you’re not in a hurry, want to stretch
your budget and extend your garden’s bloom time, sow
some seeds directly in the garden. Just follow the directions
on the seed packet.  

Annual flowers like these are known for season long
bloom and a long vase life. You’ll need to plant annuals each
year, but you may decide the con-
tinuous bloom is well worth the
effort. Supplementing them with
perennial flowers and bulbs
means you need to plant fewer
annuals each year for a season
filled with colorful garden-fresh
bouquets.

Here are a few easy-care an-
nual flowers that you can start
from seed indoors or directly in
the garden. These beauties will
brighten those sunny spots in the
landscape and bouquets in your
home.

Start zinnia seeds indoors four
weeks before the last spring frost
or sow them directly in the gar-
den. Either way, you’ll have
flowers about eight weeks after
planting the seeds. Grow taller
varieties like Benary’s Giant for
long stems, Queeny Lime Orange
or Zowie! Yellow Flame for eye-
catching color or Profusion and
Zahara for small daisy-like flow-
ers on compact mildew resistant
plants in your low maintenance
cut flower garden.

Like zinnias, cosmos make a great cut flower and both
are heat and drought tolerant in the garden. Start cosmos
seeds indoors four to six weeks before the last spring frost
or directly in the garden. The fine foliage adds texture to the
garden and the white, pink, lavender blooms light up the
mid-summer through fall garden. Plant tall varieties en mass
to eliminate the need for staking. Or grow shorter varieties

like Sonata and Cosmic. Once you plant cosmos in the gar-
den, you may be rewarded with volunteer seedlings in sub-
sequent years.

Marigolds have long been favorites in the garden, but
they also make great cut flowers. Like zinnias, you can start
them indoors or directly in the garden and have flowers in
about eight weeks. Include a variety of single, double, large
and small flowers to create a marigold only arrangement
or mix with other flowers. The Gem series of marigolds
have lacy leaves with a citrusy scent and small single flow-
ers all summer long. Not only are these 12” tall plants great
in arrangements, but the flowers are also edible and attract
beneficial insects to your garden.

Include calendula, another edible flower, in your garden
and arrangements. Plant seeds directly in the garden in fall
through spring when growing in the Deep South, Gulf and
Pacific Coast areas. Those in other regions can plant seeds
directly in the garden after the danger of heavy frost has
passed. Also known as pot marigolds, these plants thrive
in cooler temperatures. If plants fade as temperatures rise,
cut them back, continue to water as needed and watch for

new flowers when the weather
cools. These will reseed readily so
watch for welcome seedlings the
following year.

Sunflowers make dramatic state-
ments in the garden and in the
flower vase. The 2022 All-America
Selections winner, Concert Bell
grows 10 to 12 flowers on each
stem. You’ll have a ready-made bou-
quet with each stem removed. Sun-
credible® Yellow sunflower
produces four-inch flowers on two
to three feet tall plants. The plants
continue to bloom throughout the
season even if you don’t remove the
faded flowers.

Keep the flowers coming to enjoy
in the garden and arrangements with
regular picking. The more you pick,
the more flowers you’ll have.  Share
extras with friends, neighbors, or
senior centers. Studies at Rutgers
University found cut flowers imme-
diately increased happiness and had
a long-term positive impact on the
recipient’s mood.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, includ-

ing The Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and
Small Space Gardening.  She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series and the nationally-
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her web site is www.melin-
damyers.com.

Zowie! Yellow Flame is a semi-tall zinnia with a
unique bicolor pattern of blooms with scarlet-rose
center and yellow petal edges. 

Photo courtesy of All-America Selections

Melinda Myers
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Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

There was no shortage of motivation as three drivers all
vying for their first-career victory in the marquee NASCAR
Cup Series decided the dramatic outcome at Phoenix Raceway
on Sunday afternoon.
Stewart-Haas Racing’s Chase Briscoe had to hold off the

field on not one, not two, but three late race restarts on the one-
mile desert oval, including the final restart with three laps re-
maining to earn his first career NASCAR Cup Series win in the
Ruoff Mortgage 500.
The 27-year-old Briscoe is the 200th different winner in

NASCAR’s premier series and last year’s Rookie of the Year
earned the victory- by .771-seconds over Ross Chastain - in
only his 40th start.
“It’s unbelievable,’’ said Briscoe, who drives the No. 14

Stewart-Haas Racing Ford. “I was crying the whole last lap.
This is definitely a team win, but I’ve got to thank everybody
that’s got me to this point. Just seven years ago I was sleeping
on couches, volunteering at race shops and was literally driv-
ing home to give up. Unbelievable,’’ he continued, smiling.
“So blessed to be here driving for this organization this team
and this car that was my hero’s (NASCAR
Hall of Famer Tony Stewart) growing up. To
everybody that’s believed in me, it’s unbe-
lievable.’’
Fast pit stops for Briscoe’s John Klaus-

meier-led crew helped all day. His 101 laps
out front was second only to pole-winner
Ryan Blaney’s 144 laps led. But Briscoe cer-
tainly had to earn this win on track holding
off the field on those late race re-starts with
cars sometimes fanning out seven-wide in
the frenetic shuffle to the front.
Chevrolet drivers Chastain and Tyler Red-

dick took Briscoe three-wide on the final
restart – all fueled by the motivation of that
first win, but Briscoe’s Ford was able to
drive away leaving them to settle runner-up
between themselves.
Chastain’s runner-up finish is his second

consecutive top-three finish for the Track-
house Racing organization. Richard Chil-
dress Racing’s Reddick placed third
followed by polesitter, Penske Racing’s Ryan Blaney and 23XI
Racing’s Kurt Busch.
“That was so much fun to get to race like that at this level,’’

Chastain said, adding of the last lap competition, “That’s so
cool to race with Tyler and Chase. That’s everything I’ve ever
wanted.”
Briscoe’s veteran teammate Kevin Harvick finished sixth

and that top-10 was good enough to tie a huge mark of suc-
cess shared only by two NASCAR Hall of Famers. Harvick’s
18th consecutive top-10 at Phoenix matches an all-time
NASCAR Cup Series record set by both Richard Petty and the
late Dale Earnhardt at North Wilkesboro (N.C.) Speedway.
Another former series champion, Kyle Busch finished sev-

enth leading the Joe Gibbs Racing charge. Penske Racing’s
Joey Logano, Trackhouse Racing’s Daniel Suarez and Roush-
Fenway-Keselowski driver Chris Buescher rounded out the
top-10 respectively.
Reigning NASCAR Cup Series champion Kyle Larson, who

ran up front for much of the race, suffered a DNF – pitting with
74 laps remaining with what his crew diagnosed as a broken
valve spring in his No. 5 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet. Lar-
son was officially scored 34th - the second sub-30th place fin-
ish of the season, including a crash at the Daytona 500 (32nd
place finish).
Larson already scored a victory at Auto Club Speedway this

Chase Briscoe captures his first 
career Cup Series win at Phoenix

Chase Briscoe, driver of the #14 Mahindra Tractors
Ford, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
the Ruoff Mortgage 500 at Phoenix Raceway on
March 13, 2022 in Avondale, Ariz.

Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

the first win of the year, but it was the fourth
straight top-five finish for the team and increased
his Xfinity Series championship lead to a more
substantial 39 points over rookie Ty Gibbs, who
finished sixth Saturday.
“Feels great,’’ said a grinning Gragson, who

now has six career Xfinity Series wins. “Pit crew
executed great and this team has been on a roll so
far this year,’’ he added. "Top three finishes in all
four races. Can’t thank everybody enough for all
their hard work.’’
Jones, who used a short-pit strategy to close out

the race, just couldn’t hold off Gragson in the final
laps of a race that had only four caution periods – and none in
the final 101 laps of competition.
“I’m still all-in-all very happy to come home second,’’ said

Jones, whose season got off to a rough start with a crash two
weeks ago and a 17th place in the Daytona season-opener.
There were 16 lead changes – primarily among Gragson,

Jones – a former Phoenix winner – and Trevor Bayne, who
won the 2011 DAYTONA 500 in his first try, but has raced
sparingly in the last few years. Bayne won the pole position
for Saturday’s race and his third-place finish is his second top-
five in as many starts in the No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota
this year.
Gragson’s teammate Josh Berry, Bayne, and John Hunter

Nemechek rounded out the top-five. The 19-year old Gibbs,
who races for his grandfather Joe Gibbs’ team, won last week
at Las Vegas and finished sixth on Saturday. The three Kaulig
Racing teammates A.J. Allmendinger, reigning Xfinity Series
champion Daniel Hemric and Landon Cassill finished seventh
eighth and ninth respectively and Gragson’s veteran JR Mo-
torsports teammate, Justin Allgaier completed the top-10.
Allgaier, a two-time Phoenix winner, had been running top-

five all day – even leading five laps – but was penalized for a
pit infraction on the final pit stop and had to race back through
the field.
Bayne won Stage 1 and Gragson won Stage 2 for a series

season, however, and is still ranked fourth in the championship,
10 points behind new leader Logano. Kyle Busch is third, five
points back.
Both Hendrick Motorsports’ William Byron and Penske’s

Blaney earned their first Stage wins of the season. There were
15 lead changes among six drivers.
The NASCAR Cup Series next races at the newly-renovated

Atlanta Motor Speedway in Sunday’s Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 at 3 p.m. Blaney is the defending race winner on the
1.5-mile high-banks which will now feature new pavement and
progressive banking.

Noah Gragson continues hot streak with victory in Phoenix
Noah Gragson came heartbreakingly close a week ago to his

first NASCAR Xfinity Series victory of the 2022 season. On
Saturday, his No. 9 JR Motorsports Chevrolet left no doubt as
to who would be hoisting the winner’s trophy.
Gragson led 72 of the final 87 laps – a race best 114 of 200

laps on the day - to earn the win in the United Rentals 200 at
Phoenix Raceway. He passed race runner-up Brandon Jones
with 15 laps remaining, negotiated lapped traffic and ultimately
pulled away to an impressive 2.555-second win.
The 23-year old Las Vegas native and his team celebrated

the victory by scaling the wire fence on the front straightaway
and pumping their fists at the cheering crowd. It was not only
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Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

62o/34o

24%
71o/44o

19%
66o/36o

11%
70o/44o

5%
64o/47o

51% 882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  •  Sat. 8am- Noon

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS  •  PARTS
MACON RENTAL CO.

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL SERVICE RATES

ONE HOUR LABOR $75
String Trimmer, Chainsaws, Blowers  $35

*Parts Not Included
Push/Self-Propelled Mowers  $65

*Parts Not Included
Rider/Zero Turn w/o Transmission  $115

*Parts Not Included
Rider/Zero Turn w/ Transmission  $195

*Parts Not Included

HUSTLER/ALTOZ/GRAVELY/REDMAX
General Service  *Parts Not Included $105

Transmission Only Service  *Parts Not Included $95
General & Transmission  *Parts Not Included $185
*Does not include extra/over issues, E.G. Carburetor Work

best third stage victory of the season.
The Xfinity Series races next at Atlanta Motor Speedway

with the Nalley Cars 250 scheduled for next Saturday 5 p.m.
Allgaier is the defending race winner.

NASCAR Names O’Donnell Chief Operating 
Officer; Kennedy Returns to Competition Team
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – NASCAR has announced

two key executive leadership moves, promoting Steve
O’Donnell to Chief Operating Officer and returning Ben
Kennedy to the Competition team where he will assume
a key leadership position as Senior Vice President, Rac-
ing Development & Strategy.
“With more than 25 years of NASCAR experience

across a variety of disciplines, Steve O’Donnell has
earned the respect of the entire industry, and his collab-
orative leadership in the competition space has posi-
tioned the sport for incredible growth for years to come,”
said Steve Phelps, NASCAR president. “In a short time,
Ben Kennedy has proven to be an innovative, thoughtful
leader with bold ideas and a tireless work ethic. He re-
turns to his competition roots with this new role, one in

which he will no doubt excel.”
As COO, O’Donnell will continue to provide oversight of

all NASCAR Competition and Racing Operations, while
adding Track Operations and Strategic Development to his
purview. With these added duties, all NASCAR-owned track
properties, track presidents and respective events fall under
O’Donnell’s responsibilities. 
As Chief Racing Development Officer since 2014,

O’Donnell guided vital innovative advancements, including
the introduction of the development of the Next Gen car, the
implementation of the new Playoff format for all three of
NASCAR’s national series and the enhanced race format
system that was implemented in 2017.
O’Donnell has worked in various areas in the company

since joining NASCAR in 1996 as a marketing services rep-
resentative. After being promoted to manage that group – in-
cluding work on NASCAR’s 50th Anniversary project – he
was elevated to Director of Series Marketing. From there,
he moved to Competition as Managing Director of Events
and Operations to head the All-American Series and Touring
Series before being promoted to Vice President of Racing
Operations in charge of the national series. In 2008, he was
named to Sports Business Journal’s prestigious “Forty Under
40” list.
In returning to NASCAR’s Competition team, Kennedy

will maintain oversight of the national series schedule de-
velopment, while assuming immediate oversight of Racing
Operations, Track Services/Transportation/Officiating, In-
dustry Relations and the NASCAR Touring & Weekly Se-
ries. He will work with O’Donnell in managing the areas of
at-track competition and racing innovation.
Kennedy, a former race car driver who competed at the

ARCA Menards Series, NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series and NASCAR Xfinity Series levels, has held a vari-
ety of positions within NASCAR since leaving the driver’s
seat following the 2017 season. Kennedy began his corporate
career as General Manager of the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series before a promotion to Managing Director, Rac-
ing Operations and International Development.
Most recently, Kennedy held the position of Senior Vice

President, Strategy & Innovation, where he helped guide
overall company strategy, including developing the most dy-
namic NASCAR Cup Series schedule in 50 years in 2021
and innovating the Busch Light Clash by building a quarter-
mile oval inside the iconic Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
in February of 2022.
Both O’Donnell and Kennedy will assume their new roles

effective immediately.

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro Shops/TrueTim-
ber/BRCC Chevrolet, celebrates in the Ruoff Mortgage vic-
tory lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series United
Rentals 200 at Phoenix Raceway on March 12, 2022 in Avon-
dale, Ariz. Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro Shops/TrueTimber/BRCC
Chevrolet, leads Brandon Jones, driver of the #19 Menards/Jeld-Wen
Toyota, Justin Allgaier, driver of the #7 BRANDT Chevrolet, and
Trevor Bayne, driver of the #18 Devotion Nutrition Toyota, during the
NASCAR Xfinity Series United Rentals 200 at Phoenix Raceway on
March 12, 2022 in Avondale, Ariz.     Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Oscar hosts
64. Exotic juice flavor
65. *Jamie Foxx won an
Oscar in 2005 for this flick
67. Bizet's "Carmen," e.g.
68. Off kilter
69. *1942's "Holiday ____,"
Oscar winner
70. Admit (2 words)
71. Afterward
72. And so on acronym
73. Took the Kool-Aid

DOWN
1. J. Edgar Hoover's man
2. Ice on a window
3. Antonym of "is"
4. Enlighten
5. Puck stopper
6. Kilimanjaro top, e.g.
7. Pronoun

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: THE OSCARS

ACROSS
1."In the Hall of the Moun-
tain King" composer
Edvard ____
6. Marlboro debris
9. *Academy Award
ceremony audience sound
13. Botch
14. Sigma ____ fraternity
15. Ten million, in India
16. Embryo sacs
17. Literary "even"
18. Tax evader's fear
19. *Most nominated
streamer in this year's
Oscar
21.*Most-nominated Black
actor in Oscar history
23. Opposite of yang
24. Lard cousin
25. *Milk ___ movie snack
28. Poetic source of Norse
mythology
30. 2020 demographic
event
35. Arrival times, acronym
37. Baseball points
39. Camelot to King Arthur
40. Actress Campbell
41. *Where Oscar-winner
"Slumdog Millionaire" was
set
43. Not in favor
44. *What Halle Berry did
when she won an Oscar in
2002
46. Jet black
47. Lively
48. Paid killers (2 words)
50. Upon
52. Rally repeater
53. Sweet-talk
55. Not outs
57. *Total Oscar nomina-
tions for "The Power of the
Dog"
60. *One of this year's

8. Hinduism follower
9. *"Parallel Mothers" nomi-
nee Penelope
10. Prospector's mother
11. Seed coat
12. Lassie, e.g.
15. Type of horse gait
20. Lemur from Madagascar
22. European Economic
Community
24. Playground attraction
25. *"Belfast" nominee,
"Shakespeare in Love" win-
ner
26. First cradles
27. Lifeboat support
29. *Denis Villeneuve's sci-fi
nominee
31. Type of tide
32. Not so crazy
33. Extremist

34. *"King Richard" nominee,
once a fresh prince
36. Give an impression
38. Land of Israel
42. Shenanigan
45. Remove claws
49. Presidential election mo.
51. Waiting on the phone (2
words)
54. Eagle's nest
56. Like the Incredibles
57. Backside
58. Boat track
59. Not odd
60. Update, as in a FitBit
61. Formerly Facebook
62. *Julia Robert's 2001
Oscar-winning role
63. Colonel or captain
64. Gangster's gun
66. ____ eater or ____ hill

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words
or less
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TRAILERS IN STOCK

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500

DUMP

TOW DOLLY

CARGO
LANDSCAPE

EQUIPMENT

In Otto since 1998!

26 West Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

Office: (828)369-6767
Fax: (828)369-2700

NOW HIRING

MUST BE ABLE TO: 
• Work on Macs using Adobe Illustrator, 

Adobe Photoshop and QuarkXPress
• Proficient Speller
• Quick Turnaround
• Able to Work on a Deadline

Please email resume and 
examples of your work to:

mmaaccoonnccoouunnttyynneewwss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
All inquiries will remain confidential.

The Macon County

& Shopping Guide

PPaarrtt--TTiimmee 
GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnneerr

PPaarrtt--TTiimmee 
GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnneerr

PPaarrtt--TTiimmee 
GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnneerr

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

Call Peter (828)524-1010

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons

GREENTHUMB LAWN SERV-
ICES Do you need Spring
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping,  Leaf Blowing,
Handyman Services. 18
Years Experience. Call
(828)421-8847.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
CLEANING PACKING OR-
GANIZING & Other Household
Services. Vacation Rental
Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Serv-
ices (828)550-4585.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.
HANDYMAN SERVICE Paint-
ing, House Repairs and Main-
tenance, Inside and Out. Call
Tony (828)200-5770, (828)497-
6523.  Please Leave a Mes-
sage.
MURPHY’S PAINTING COM-
PANY Interior and Exterior
Painting, Sheetrock repair,
wallpaper removal, Log
Homes, Decks, Insured. Free
estimates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure
Washing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC.  Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More!
Licensed & Insured, Free Es-
timates (828)524-6959.
SKILLED CERTIFIED NURS-
ING Assistant/Companion,
Available 12-hour Shifts, Cook-
ing, Cleaning, Laundry. Experi-
ence working with matters of
dementia and sundowning.
(845)807-4121.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Pro-
fessional service. Reason-
able rates. NC Licensed and
fully insured. 20+ years expe-
rience. (845)807-1326.
CRANE BROS. WELL
Drilling, 6” Drilled Wells for
Farms Homes and Industries,
Free Estimates. 248 Crane
Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.

STOCKTON’S HOME Remod-
eling & Additions, Everything
from A-Z.   Free Estimates.
(828)371-5307.
MELTON’S ROOFING and
Gutter Cleaning. Give Us a Call
at cell# (828)421-6712 With All
Your Roof and Gutter Needs.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of
any kind.  40 Years, Fast/Rea-
sonable/Reliable.  (828)332-
7247.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524-2956.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems,  Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE RE-
PAIR & Service,  867 Highlands
Rd., by Franklin Flea Market.
(828)342-5135.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
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PATHWAYS FOR THE FU-
TURE INC. dba Disability Part-
ners is seeking a dynamic,
forward thinking person for the
position of Executive Director.
Disability Partners is a local
Center for Independent Living
serving 14 Counties in Western
North Carolina, with offices in
Sylva and Asheville, North Car-
olina. People with disabilities
are served through the Center
for Independent Living, Home-
care Partners and Person First
Services, a provider of the Inno-
vations Waiver through Vaya.
The Executive Director Job De-
scription and application can be
found at https://www.disability-
partners.org/employment-op-
portunities. All applicants must
submit by email: Cover Letter,
current Resume and a complete
application to: ssacco@disabili-
typartners.org. The deadline to
apply for the position is April 29,
2022 at 5:00pm. Documents
submitted after the deadline will
not be accepted. Persons with
disabilities are encouraged to
apply for the position.
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
in Sylva looking for helper elec-
tricians. Must have tools, trans-
portation, references, and
willingness to work with others.
Pay based on experience- Call
(828)631-0341 for interview.
COWEE MT. RUBY MINE Now
Hiring Seasonal and Year-round
Help. Call (828)369-5271 Ap-
pointment.
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Part-
time. Must be able to: Work on
Macs using Adobe Illustrator,
Adobe Photoshop and QuarkX-
Press, Good Speller, Quick
Turnaround. Able to Work on a
Deadline. All inquiries will re-
main confidential. Email Re-
sume and Examples of your
Work to:
maconcountynews@gmail.com
DALTONS CHRISTIAN BOOK-
STORE is hiring Retail Sales
Associate –Excellent customer
service, people skills, depend-
ability.   Apply online at: Dalton-
sChristianBook.com/contactus
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BOOTH RENTALS $20 Senior
Games, Flea Market, April  9,
Carpenter Building. Call Karen
(813)382-0700 or Cody
(828)349-2090.
BAKE SALE Saturday, March
19, 2 p.m., Currahee Brewery. All
proceeds benefit Noah Carpen-
ter, 16-year-old FHS student
fighting Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
SK828 SKATEPARK PROJ-
ECTDonation & Sponsorship In-
formation SK828franklin.org
facebook @SK828Franklin
(828)421-5188 or (828)421-
8966.
FISH FRY Friday March 18, 4:30
- 7 p.m. St. Francis Catholic
Church, 299 Maple St., fried fish
with sides and desserts. Dine-in
or Take-outs Available. Adults
$15, Childs plate $6.

QUEEN SLEEPER COUCH
Great shape, Franklin
(828)332-8255.
MILITARY SURPLUS W/C
Pants/Shirts, Jackets. Mili-
tary Boots On Sale. Cold
Weather Clothing, Field Gear,
Sleep Bags, Packs, Bags.
(828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET 10-12,
Every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local
Farmers Market. Winter Veg-
etables, Honey,  Fresh
Chicken,  Pastries, Cookies,
Preserves,  Eggs. 200 Block
East Palmer.
www.themaconcountynews.com
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20.24 ACRES unrestricted
and backs up to USFS land.
Road in place, easy access
yet very private. Gentle
slope with nice views. Desir-
able Cartoogechaye town-
ship. Tract has been
subdivided into six lots and
recorded with county.
$299,000.  Call or text
(727)460-0714.
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CUSTOM BUILT HOME
2BD/1.5BA Country Living at Its
Best. Great Views, Cowee
Community, Central Heat/Air,
No Pets. Great for adult couple.
$975/monthly, First/Last/Secu-
rity,  with References. Lease
Agreement Required.
(828)371-7760.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older.  Call Debbie  (941)266-
7084.
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MOVING SELLING EVERY-
THING. Furniture, Art, Large
House Plants, Old Books,
Treadmill, Vintage Collectibles
& More! Off Sanderstown Road.
Hours most days. Call to
Schedule  (954)815-5197.
HUGE INDOOR YARD SALE!
Redken, Pureology, Paul Mitchell
and tons of beauty supplies. Dan-
sko shoes, antiques, furniture,
yard art, decor, JEWELRY and
more. 308 Depot Street next door
to Sophisticut now through April
2. Monday through Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-2.
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YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW TRAILBLAZERSNEW SILVERADOS NEW EQUINOXS
FROM
$37,900

FROM
$24,000

FROM
$24,900
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71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

We now offer
Window Tint
service!

Serv-Pro sanitizes our entire dealership using EPA approved hospital grade cleaning sollutions adhering to CDC guidelines

CARS

SUVS
TRUCKSMILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536
2022 BMW 530 240
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2021 Kia K5 LXS 4,963
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196
2021 Chevrolet Spark 1,167
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2019 Chevrolet Sonic 59,039
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009
2019 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 56,048
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676
2018 Chevrolet Cruze LS 54,872
2018 Toyota Camry 60,256
2015 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 15,349
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261
2015 Buick LaCrosse 104,189
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152
2013 Hyundia Elantra 55,328
2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan Luxury 73,798
2008 Corvette Coupe 9,007

2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier 23,547
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 4,798
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,918
2021 Kia Telluride S 8,173
2021 Toyota Highlander 1,996
2021 Chevrolet Suburban 388

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237
2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 16,427
2021 Jeep Wrangle High Altitude 17,132
2020 Tahoe Premier 4x4 24,476
2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT 14,559
2020 Cadillac Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261
2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT 27,594
2020 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 14,430
2020 Hyundai Palisade 34,462
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696
2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751
2019 Chevrolet Express 2500 12,089
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386
2018 Volkswagen Atlas 3.6L V6 SE 71,947
2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441
2017 Volkswagen Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition 59,132
2016 Buick Enclave CXL AWD 81,859
2015 Chevrolet Equinox IT AWD 87,398
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2012 Chevrolet Traverse 120,790

2022 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD High Country 3,761
2022 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 489
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 15,112
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 435
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 16,244
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 209
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
2020 Ram 3500 Dump Truck 19,267
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD 1,205
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD HC Diesel 23,536
2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2020 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
2019 Toyota Tacoma SR5 43,420
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 104,810
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 55,201
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2017 Ram Nightfall 1500 4x4 79,143
2016 Ram Diesel Crew 2500 60,495
2015 Chevrolet Colorado 95,530
2012 Chevrolet Colorado LT w/1LT 117,555
2012 GMC Sierra 2500 Diesal 192,749



Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

The lack of available early learning slots in Macon County
is why the Advancing Highlands Education Committee
(AHEC) is requesting more than $8 million for renovations
at Highlands School. The renovations would include space
for two pre-school classrooms, which according to the
AHEC committee, would be filled immediately. 
Initially, AHEC was formed to fill a void in technology at

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Jeff Weller with
AHEC told commissioners Monday night. However, since
then, they have worked to address other needs within the
school system, most recently focusing on the need for addi-
tional early education opportunities in Highlands. 
“There is always an abundance of interest in our program

and oftentimes we have had individuals call when they be-
came pregnant to put their child on a waiting list,” said
Brooke Keener, director of Exceptional Children/AIG/PreK
for Macon County Schools. “This was not a sustainable
practice keeping waiting lists five years in advance. We ask
interested parties to begin contacting us and looking for ap-
plications in March of the year they’d like their student to

The Macon County
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& Shopping Guide

enroll in one of our preschool programs.”
Members of the AHEC committee presented to the Macon

County Board of County Commissioners Tuesday night ex-
plaining that after spending $35,000 on architectural serv-
ices for a concept to renovate Highlands School, the $8.6
million would be needed to add two preschool classrooms,
expanding opportunities for Project-Based Learning (PBL)
and provide CTE (Career Technical Curriculum) for stu-
dents.
According to the planning study, space needs at Highlands

School are two pre-K classrooms at 1,200 square feet each,
36 students and a 2,700 square foot playground. For project
based learning and career technical education, the planning
study found that labs/maker’s spaces need to be added to the
elementary, middle and high schools at 1,200 to 2,000 square
feet each, more square feet in the media center and inde-
pendent learning areas.
Weller explained that the new pre-K classrooms are being

proposed to be  integrated into the elementary wing with
long-term enrollment flexibility and proximity to existing

The Overlook Theatre Company will present “The Descendants” Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 7 p.m. nightly, along with a 2 p.m. mati-
nee on Saturday at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing Arts. “The Descendants” offers a glimpse into the kingdom of
Auradon where all of Disney’s beloved heroes are living happily ever after. That is until their children get mixed up with the offspring
of the evilest villains. As they enter a completely foreign world and way of life, the Villain Kids have a difficult choice to make: should
they follow in their parents’ wicked footsteps or learn to be good? Based on the popular Disney Channel Original Movies, “Disney’s
Descendants: The Musical” is a brand-new musical comedy featuring the beloved characters and hit songs from the films.  A two-
act musical production presented by The Overlook Theatre Company. For ticket information, visit smokymountainarts.com or call
(866)273-4615. For a preview of the production, see page 12.
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BUY•SELL•TRADE

GUN SHOW

Macon County Community Building
1288 Georgia Rd. | 441 South • Franklin, NC (Across from New Ingles)

Gem Capitol

Huge 
Assortm

ent 

of Vend
ors!

SSaattuurrddaayy,, 
MMaarrcchh 2266
99aamm--55ppmm
&&

SSuunnddaayy,, 
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$10 Admission Includes Saturday & Sunday 
Under 12 FREE

Guns, Ammo, Knives, 
Shooting & Hunting Supplies & Equipment

MMOONNDDAAYY,, AAPPRRIILL 44 •• 66::3300--88PPMM
FFiirrsstt AAlllliiaannccee CChhuurrcchh,, 3311 PPrroommiissee LLaannee •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

FFoorr ffrreeee cchhiillddccaarree,, ccoonnttaacctt JJeennnnyy LLeewwiiss aatt 
882288--337711--77110011 oorr jjeennnnyyiimmpp@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

LLeeaarrnn tthhee mmaannyy wwaayyss yyoouu 
ccaann hheellpp ffoosstteerr cchhiillddrreenn

EEvveerr wwoonnddeerr hhooww yyoouu mmiigghhtt hheellpp cchhiillddrreenn?? AAtttteenndd aa ffrreeee iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn 
sseessssiioonn ((wwiitthh ddeesssseerrtt!!)) ttoo lleeaarrnn aabboouutt ffoosstteerr,, rreessoouurrccee aanndd aaddooppttiivvee ppaarreennttss.. 

SSeevveerraall FFrraannkklliinn ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess wwiillll sshhaarree tthheeiirr eexxppeerriieenncceess aanndd aannsswweerr qquueessttiioonnss..
YYoouu’’llll aallssoo ddiissccoovveerr iimmppoorrttaanntt wwaayyss ttoo hheellpp wwiitthhoouutt bbeeccoommiinngg aa ffoosstteerr ppaarreenntt..
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PRESCHOOL
plumbing. An adjacent playground area will
be fenced in and landscaped/screened from
car traffic, which is required by the state for
preschool classrooms. 
In addition to preschool options within the

Macon County School system, private pre-
school and early education options exist in
both Highlands and the Franklin area such as
Macon Program for Progress in Franklin and
the Gordon Center in Highlands. However,
even with options outside of the school sys-
tem, a long waitlist remains for families in
Macon County. 
The North Carolina Department of Health

and Human Services lists about a dozen reg-
istered childcare families in Macon County
who have slots available for 951 children
under the age of 5. Those slots are primarily
for children 3 or older, or preschool-aged.
Only 48 infant slots, 109 1-year-old slots,
and 146 two-year-old slots are listed for the
entire county. The 2010 U.S. Census indi-
cated Macon County’s under 5 population
was at nearly 1,800.
According to Maci Bears, a fourth grade

teacher at Highlands School and a member
of the AHEC committee, children have been
put on the waitlist for slots in the private pre-
school programs in Highlands who have not
even been born yet. 

“Implementing public preschool bridges a
large gap in learning,” said Bears. “Studies
have shown that an efficient early childhood
education reduces the need for special edu-
cation by 39 percent by the third grade. Spe-
cial education costs nearly twice as much as
regular classroom education.”
While Macon County’s biggest hurdle for

providing additional preschool classrooms
within the school system currently is the lack
of space for the classrooms, Janice Edgerton,
executive director for the Region A Partner-
ship for Children said there is a lack of staff
to fill the classrooms that are available now. 

Alison Tate, who has been working with
AHEC is set to retire this year after operating
one of Highlands’ preschool programs for
more than a decade. Tuesday night she told
commissioners that even though they have
been trying for two years to find a replace-
ment to take over the program, a lack of
qualified staff may result in having to close
the program. 
According to Tate, the two existing pre-

school classrooms in the Highlands area are

currently at capacity and have a waitlist of
87 children.  
Richard Delany with Old Edwards Inn ad-

dressed commissioners and said the lack of
childcare in Highlands is an economic issue
as employees moving to the area don’t have
options for childcare, therefore, can’t work.
Without childcare and early education op-
tions for potential employees, Delany says
that Old Edwards struggles to fill needed
spots resulting in a staffing shortage.   
As Bears noted when speaking to com-

missioners, early education is also crucial for
the overall development and long-term ben-

efits for the community.
“While a public preschool would serve the

entire community, it would be especially
beneficial for our English language learner
population. Having children immersed in a
new language at a young age supports their
oral development, leading to higher reading
ability in the future,” said Bears. 
“Unfortunately, as of the 2021 NCDPI

data, 61.6% of English Language Learners
placed at a Level 1 out of 5 on the Grade 3

Reading EOG [End of Grade] last year.
These children deserve an opportunity to be-
come proficient readers, and that begins in
preschool. As a teacher, I focus a lot on the
importance of fluency and reading. How-
ever, there are several other benefits to pre-
school education for our community.
Children who attend quality preschool are
proven to be more successful at socializing,
regulating emotions, interacting with others,
and gaining confidence. Children who go to
preschool are more likely to be employed,
own a house, and have a savings account.
Preschool is crucial in the foundation of a
child’s life, and the entire community only
reaps the benefits in the future. It is time for
all of our Highlands community children to
be allowed access to public early childhood
education. ”
The funding request from AHEC is just

one of the requests commissioners are con-
sidering for capital improvements across
Macon County this year. The Macon County
Board of Education reviewed more than $24
million in capital outlay requests during its
February board meeting. After a lengthy
board discussion, the school system ap-
proved $10,569,960.44 in capital outlay re-
quests which will be submitted to county
commissioners as part of this year’s budget
planning process. 
Region A is the nonprofit organization re-

sponsible for administering North Carolina’s
Smart Start and NC Pre-K initiatives in the

“Studies have shown that an efficient early childhood 
education reduces the need for special education by 39 
percent by the third grade. Special education costs nearly

twice as much as regular classroom education.”
 – Maci Bears, Highlands 4th grade teacher



THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2022 VOLUME 39    NUMBER 43 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 3

seven western-most counties and on the
Qualla Boundary. Right now, Region A has
48 classrooms in their coverage area and 96
teachers.

MaconCounty Schools Preschool overview
Macon County Schools currently has space

for just under 100 preschoolers, all of which
are located in the Franklin area between the
five available preschools. The school dis-
trict’s preschool classrooms are located at
South Macon (two classrooms) Iotla Valley
(two classrooms) and one at Cartoogechaye.
“Currently in Macon County Schools we

have five preschool classrooms and each
classroom has 18 student slots. That allows
us to serve 90 students. Today we have 88
students enrolled,” said Keener. “We have put
out applications to our community for Fall
2022 enrollment and we have currently 44
completed applications that have been turned
into us. Even for returning students, a new ap-
plication must be filled out every year. Ap-
plications are due April 20.”
Calls received by Macon County Schools

this year expressing interest in  enrolling their
student at the following preschool sites:
• At Iotla Valley:  22 inquiries
• At Cartoogechaye:  30 inquiries
• At South Macon:  28 inquiries
“In our program we prioritize serving 4-

year-olds in these classrooms,” said Keener.
“We do take 3-year-olds who are develop-
mentally delayed and are placed in these

We are excited to announce we are open to serve our guests and 
community. We invite you to experience our Farm to Fork restaurant
and enjoy our incredible menu and amazing service. We are proud 

to source our ingredients from local farmers.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday – Saturday  11:00 am – 9:00 pm  •  Lunch Delivery  11:00 – 2:00

Reservations accepted

(828)369-2690 | graciousplatesonmain@gmail.com

10% discount for Veterans and First Responders everyday
Thank you for your service

COMING SOON – GRAND OPENING EVENTS AND SPECIALS!

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
FRANKLIN, NC

MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC      (828) 369-8296   

MaconFurnitureMart.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
COLLAGE

Rocking 
Recliner

$399

BROOKS
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

JASPER
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

ARTHUR
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

MORRISON
Rocking 
Recliner

$499

ROWAN
Rocking 
Recliner

$599

THIS AREA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF 
LA-Z-BOY COMFORT FOR YOUR HOME!

classrooms by an IEP (individualized educa-
tion plan) team. As a retention incentive, we
do take 3-year-olds that have a parent em-
ployed by the Macon County School system.”
Cartoogechaye Elementary has one class-

room with one teacher and one teacher assis-
tant. The district has nine slots that are
specifically for NC Pre-K 4-year-olds. These
students must meet income guidelines and/or
have documented medical/developmental
needs. NC Pre-K spots are subsidized by Re-
gion A. The other nine slots are private pay
slots. This class is currently at its 18 student
maximum capacity.
Iotla Valley Elementary has two class-

rooms. Each classroom has one teacher and
two assistants. These classrooms are made up
of developmentally delayed students, NC
Pre-K students, and private pay students.
These classes are at max capacity with 36 stu-
dents.
South Macon Elementary has two class-

rooms. Each classroom has one teacher and
two assistants. These classrooms are made up
of developmentally delayed students, NC
Pre-K students and private pay students.
South Macon currently has 34 out of 36 slots
filled with the two unfilled slots for private
pay four-year-olds.
Macon County Schools is looking at an ex-

pansion project at East Franklin Elementary
that will add preschool classrooms to that
school for the first time in the district’s his-
tory with available COVID19 relief funding.
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Made possible by a grant from the Franklin/Nantahala TDC and Town of Franklin TDA

MARCH 20 -
APRIL 22, 2022
First Day of Spring - Earth Day

SAT, MARCH 26 • 5PM

HIKER BASH
at Currahee Brewing Co.

FRI, APRIL 1 • 3PM

28TH ANNIVERSARY 
HIKER FEST
at Three Eagles Outfitters

SAT, APRIL 2 • 12-2PM

NANTAHALA HIKING CLUB’S 
THRU HIKER CHOWDOWN
at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

FRI, APRIL 8 • 5PM

FOOD, FIX & BREWS
at Outdoor 76

SAT, APRIL 9 • 3PM

HIKER HUNGER GAMES 
& GOODER GROVE’S 
GROOVY GATHERING
at Gooder Grove Hostel

SAT, APRIL 15 • 6PM

AT110 FEST
Benefiting Mainspring Conservation Trust 
at the Rathskeller Coffee Haus & Pub

SAT, APRIL 22 • 6PM

OUTDOOR MUSIC JAM & 
GEAR EXCHANGE
at Lazy Hiker Brewing Co.

ATmile110.com

MACON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY’S
“WALKING WITH SPRING” SERIES OF FILMS 
& PROGRAMS COMPLEMENTS FRANKLIN’S
AT MILE 110 CELEBRATION. FOR MORE INFO,
PLEASE CALL THE LIBRARY 828-524-3600.

A Designated AT Community at Mile 110

Follow Us

One found dead in house fire
According to a press release from the Macon County Fire Marshal’s office, fire destroyed a home
in the Otto community on Monday. Otto Fire and Rescue responded to 104 Ridge Circle around
4 a.m. and found a home on fire with reports of an occupant still inside the residence. The fire
was brought under control in about 15 minutes and one person was found to be deceased. The
name of the person is being withheld pending notification of the family. The cause and origin of
the fire is under investigation. Otto Fire and Rescue was assisted by crews from Franklin and
Clarks Chapel Fire Departments.

EDC reports shows that economic
health of Macon County improving 

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

The Macon County Economic Develop-
ment Commission released the latest eco-
nomic indicator report for the county and
results showed the county’s economic health
improved significantly at the end of 2021.
The county not only ended 2021 with a
lower unemployment rate than in previous
months, but the report also showed that at
the beginning of 2022, retail sales spending
for the first half of fiscal year 2022 is over
half of the entire previous fiscal year’s retail
spending. 

The Macon County Economic Commis-
sion 2021 Economic Indicator Update was
compiled from federal, state, and local re-
sources and features key metrics important
to Macon County’s economy. 

Despite the COVID19 pandemic, retail
spending in Macon County hit a high in
2021 with $723,867,297 from July 2020-
June 2021. Comparing Fiscal Year (FY)
2019 to FY 2020, retail spending increased
from 2019 to 2020 in every month with the
exception of April, May and June. Retail
spending continued to increase month after
month for FY 2021 and to date, in FY 2022
compared to previous months. So far for fis-
cal year 2022 – which began in July 2021 –
retail sales in Macon County totaled more
than $451 million while the entire previous
year was at $723 million. 

A travel indicator for Macon County, the
amount of occupancy tax collections were

also reported as well above the previous
year. For Highlands, almost $1.5 million was
collected in FY 21 for occupancy taxes,
which is around $500,000 more than FY 20
and close to double the amount collected in
FY 2019. The same percentage of increase
was replicated in Franklin, which collected
$476,111.51 in FY 21, $302,678.39 in FY
20, and $226,428.51 in FY 19. Nantahala’s
occupancy tax collection more than doubled
from $66,527.59 in FY 19 to $153,685.19 in
FY 20 to a record high of $197,262.07 in FY
21. 

Building permits issued significantly in-
creased in Macon County with 129 residen-
tial permits being issued in FY 20 and 147
issued in FY 21. Commercial permits also
experienced an increase during the same
time period. Not only were more new homes
being built, but the cost of homes also expe-
rienced an increase with an average price of
$ 213,000 in 2020 for a home to $267,000 in
2021. Highlands prices went from $741,000
to $841,000. In 2020, homeowners remod-
eled their dwellings to the tune of $26 mil-
lion according to the report, while in 2021,
$32 million was spent on residential alter-
ations.

Unemployment remains at a low rate with
many local businesses still scrambling for
employees. April 2020 saw the highest rate
of unemployment at 11.3% for Macon, and
12.5% statewide. December 2021 was the
lowest at 2.5%, compared to the state unem-
ployment for the same month at 3.7%.
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Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

The organization, One Dozen Who Care
(ODWC), was started in 1998 in Murphy,
N.C., as a group of women gathered to dis-
cuss the need for an organization to help
bridge the gap between ethnic populations
and civic and business communities in West-
ern North Carolina. A dozen women initially
focused on building bonds and helping lower-
income people of color develop marketable
skills; thus, ODWC was founded.
On March 5, at the First Presbyterian

Church in Franklin, three women were spot-
lighted during the organization’s annual Elder
Dinner, which highlights the community serv-
ice and involvement of women over 50 years
of age. Recognized at the event in Franklin,
as a Community Treasure Honoree, was Mary
Ricketson, while Rev. Wanda Moore and Bar-
bara Austin were recognized as Emma Kline
Moore Honorees. 
ODWC’s vision is: “A unified community

that honors and respects racial and cultural di-
versity,” while its mission focuses on em-
powering, educating, and encouraging
“economic development for women, youth,
and elders in far Western North Carolina in
order to bridge cultures and create commu-
nity bonds.”
According to Mary Sue Casey, who joined

ODWC in 1999, and is ODWC’s financial of-
ficer and chairwoman of the Elder Dinner,

being involved with the organization has
given her an opportunity to work together
with all races and religions. The retired high
school math teacher shared, “I like helping
people, and this event that we had last Satur-
day honors women who help people.” 
Part of ODWC intention is to link children

with older individuals, so children were asked
to conduct the interviews of the honorees for
a presentation shown at the Elder Dinner on
Saturday. “We also do a book collection for
children and we reward them for reading …
to encourage reading,” added Casey. 
Plus, ODWC offers an annual $1,500

scholarship for college and university-level
learning to two applicants per year. Applica-
tions are available through high schools and
African American churches in the seven west-
ernmost counties, and by contacting the
scholarship chair at odwc.prescottscholar-
ship@gmail.com or by visiting the One
Dozen Who Care, Inc. website at www.one-
dozenwhocare.org.
Although members of ODWC are from all

over WNC, Franklin’s First Presbyterian
Church was chosen as the site of the annual
Elder Dinner due to not only a few members
residing in the area, but also because it was
centrally located. 
One Dozen Who Care’s Multicultural

Women's Development Conference will take
place April 29-30, at Hinton Rural Life Cen-
ter in Hayesville, N.C. 

The One Dozen Who Care organization held its annual Elder Dinner event at First Presbyterian
Church in Franklin on Saturday, March 5. Pictured, from left: Honoree Wanda Moore, Gabby Tol-
lette, Eli Crawford, Liz Crawford, Gigi Tollette, Honoree Mary Ricketson, Founder Ann Woodford,
and Honoree Barbara Austin.

One Dozen Who Care honors
women for community service 

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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Thursday,
March 17
Thursday,
March 17

NNoo��hh CCaarroolliinnaa
MMOOUUNNTTAAIINN 

MMAADDEE

NNoo��hh CCaarroolliinnaa
MMOOUUNNTTAAIINN 

MMAADDEE

3366 EEaasstt MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC
((882288))552244--77776666

““WWNNCC’’ss HHoommee 
ooff AAuutthheennttiicc 
HHaannddmmaaddee 

AArrttss && CCrraaffttss””

ATTENTION
IMPORT VEHICLE OWNERS!
You no longer have to travel out of
town to the dealer for service!

We are authorized to perform the maintenance
necessary to maintain your vehicle warranty. Call
today or stop by and see us for an appointment. 

We look forward to serving you.

828-369-6111
FRANKLIN FOREIGN AUTOMOTIVE

6247 GEORGIA RD. • FRANKLIN, NC

MASTER CERTIFIED

RRee--IImmaaggiinneedd
VViinnttaaggee FFiinnddss 

&& EEtthhnniicc
TTrreeaassuurreess

268 Palmer Street • Franklin, NC (REAR)

(828)349-2900

WWiinntteerr BBrreeaakk iiss OOvveerr,, WWee’’rree BBaacckk!!

24 E. MAIN ST. • FRANKLIN, NC    828.369.7300
BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

Grandco® SandalsGrandco® Sandals

Jewelr� for your Feet TMJewelr� for your Feet TM

((882288)) 336699--99444400     3388 EE.. MMAAIINN SSTT..  ••  FFRRAANNKKLLIINN,, NNCC

TThhee BBeesstt SSmmaallll JJeewweellrryy
SSttoorree iinn tthhee MMoouunnttaaiinnss.. J EWELERS

MMoonn..--FFrrii..
1100aamm--55ppmm

72 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

828.524.2956

thekitchensinkinc.com

SALE
$299.99 

Reg. $349.99

Sale ends 3/6/22

Explorian® E310
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278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made March 12 – June 20, 2022 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the
form of a Virtual Reward Card and emailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Subject to applicable law, a $3.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 12
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. See complete terms distributed with Virtual Reward Card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer

for details and rebate form. ©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.

HWY 246

Dillard

WE ARE
HEREHW

Y 441

Sky 
Valley

NC
GA

Located on the Georgia/NC Border

706-746-2005
8340 Hwy 441 N Dillard Ga.
Hours: Mon - Thurs  10am - 9pm

Fri & Sat   10am - 10pm
Great Selection!  Great Prices!  Great Location!

Irish
Whiskeys
are 
Magically
Delicious!

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St.

at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC 
ROOTANDBARREL.COM

Irish
Specialties
Irish
Specialties
Served all week including:

Cornbeef 
Cabbage Rubens
Fish ‘n’ Chips &
Guinness on tap

Open table

Thursday, March 17Thursday, March 17
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SCC’s Appalachian Farm School draws variety of ag-related businesses 
One farm sells honey and fresh vegetables and is work-

ing to address the Christmas Tree shortage that affected
the nation this past holiday season.
Another specializes in multi-colored eggs, poultry and

rabbits.
And one set of partners is hoping to offer trout fishing

experiences.
Despite representing different spectrums of the agricul-

tural community, participants in this year’s Appalachian
Farm School have at least one thing in common: They all
have expansion goals centered around agri-tourism.
The eight-week farm school, which is organized and

overseen annually by Southwestern Community College’s
Small Business Center, provides existing and aspiring en-
trepreneurs with the resources and training they need to
enhance or launch their operations.
The weekly series concluded on Feb. 28 with final pre-

sentations by each participating farm. It marked the Ap-
palachian Farm School’s eighth consecutive year, and –
as with all services provided by SCC’s Small Business
Center – participation is free of charge.
“We eventually want to have an Air B&B or two on the

property,” said Jarod Schoeberl, who attended the series
with his wife, Maggie, and their 1-year-old daughter Ayda.
The Schoeberl’s run a small farm in Cullowhee with

poultry, rabbits and plans to add small livestock and more
in the near future.
“We’re new to North Carolina, we just moved here two

years ago, so we had no idea there were so many resources
as kind of wannabe farmers,” Maggie Schoeberl said.
“Just learning about the extension office, and having an
opportunity to network with other farmers who are doing
similar things – it’s all been extremely helpful.”

Also attending the class was Robbinsville-resident Alan
Wamsley, who runs Simple Life Mountain Retreat and
Campground and is grateful for programs like Ap-
palachian Farm School that are helping the next genera-
tion of farmers find their way.
“There are pieces

of the puzzle that I
don’t understand,”
said Wamsley, who
started Simple Life
in 2010 and has re-
cently begun adding
apple and Christmas
trees to his property
in Graham County.
“Just like beekeep-
ing, apple trees and
Christmas trees –
those are three dif-
ferent facets of the
business. The farm
schools have taught
me to diversify and
stay on the cutting
edge of farming.”
On the other end

of the experience
spectrum were par-
ticipants Natalie
Rayburn and
Patrick Cardona-
Cosner, who en-
rolled in the
Appalachian Farm School with some ideas and the desire
to work in agri-tourism.
Their goal: To open a fee-based, trout-fishing operation

on some private property in Tusckasegee. Rayburn and
Cardon-Cosner picked up some valuable insights and con-
nections through the farm school.
“It went over a lot of topics like liability and insurance

and introduced us to a lot of people in the extension of-
fices – as well as actual farmers,” Rayburn said. “It’s been
very helpful. Pretty much everything applied in some way

or another.”
This year’s school was organized by Marne Harris,

SCC’s Small Business Center Director, and facilitated by
Tonya Snider of TenBiz.
Overall, representatives of six area farms participated in

the hybrid school that featured several weeks of online
meetings interspersed with in-person sessions.
“We had a wonderful group and a great blend of experi-

enced farmers and newcomers to agribusiness,” Harris
said. “The entire reason we put this on every year is to help
provide information and access to resources that can help
these individuals and farms to succeed.”
For more information about SCC’s Small Business Cen-

ter and the services it offers, contact Harris at m_har-
ris@SouthwesternCC.edu or 828.339.4211.

This year’s Appalachian Farm School concluded with formal presentations on Feb. 25 at SCC’s Jackson Campus. Pictured here
are, from left, Marne Harris, Director of SCC’s Small Business Center; facilitator Tonya Snider; Maggie and Jarod Schoeberl with
daughter Ayda of Cullowhee; Natalie Rayburn of Tuckasegee; Patrick Cardona-Cosner of Tuckasegee; and Alan Wamsley of Rob-
binsville.

On Feb. 25 at SCC’s Jackson Campus in Sylva, Na-
talie Rayburn of Tuckasegee presents the business
plan she and Patrick Cardona-Cosner, also of Tuck-
asegee, developed through the Appalachian Farm
School.

Alan Wamsley of Simple Life Mountain Retreat and
Campground in Robbinsville makes his formal
presentation on the final session of the Ap-
palachian Farm School on Feb. 25 at SCC’s Jack-
son Campus in Sylva.

Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Mountain Medical 
Directory

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!



THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2022 VOLUME 39    NUMBER 43 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 9

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATIONWIDE LIFETIME
WRITTEN WARRANTY

NOTHING BEATS A REAL RHINO

Authorized
Dealer

Macon County’s ONLY Authorized
Rhino Linings
Specialists...

Backed by
Warranty.
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BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

MMOONN--FFRRII  1100--77 •• SSAATT  99--99 •• SSUUNN  1122--55 24 E. MAIN ST. 
FRANKLIN, NC 
828.369.7300

BOOK YOUR TUX FOR PROM NOW!

FUMC holds annual
30-Hour Famine 

First United Methodist Church youth
participated in a 30-Hour Famine to
raise funds and collect non-perish-
ables to address food insecurity both
locally and globally. The students did
without food for 30 hours, then were
rewarded with a meal and the satis-
faction of knowing they are making a
difference in their community. The
event brought in more than $10,000 in
monetary donations and almost 7,000
food items to help feed the hungry.
The younger students put together a
shoe made of soup cans (at right). 

Photos by Vickie Carpenter 
and Diane Peltz
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Letters to the EditorWhat’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

I am was ready to write
about the town retreat, and
then about tonight’s board
meeting [Thursday]. But, then
I drove to Founders Park on
Monday to begin a road-run-
ning workout. I came upon de-
pressing site. A trash bag was
stuffed in the top of a bear re-
sistant street can.  

Realizing that someone had
carelessly attempted to place
that household trash bag in the street can was distressing.
A half eaten lunch plate was also left on top of the can.
What are some people thinking? Are they unthinking
slobs that simply do not care about this beautiful com-
munity? The mayor was crushed to know such reckless
behavior is still afoot in Highlands.

I rationalized why someone would do such a dastardly
deed.  I thought maybe the trash crews didn’t empty the
cans after weekend activities. Even if they hadn’t, there’s
no excuse for such behavior.  So, I went around the park
and checked the other street cans. They were not full,
and all had been emptied that day.

The painful truth is that someone decided to dispose
of their household garbage by just stuffing the bag in a
street can that is designed to handle only small amounts
of garbage, fast food trash or coffee and ice cream cups.
Several years ago when we first deployed the street cans
I caught a woman trying to put her household trash bags
in a street can near Reeves.  I confronted her and she
stopped.  I wish I had seen the person stuffing this can.

Since implementing the BearWise program, we have
removed those ugly shared dumpsters that used to be on
public streets. These dumpsters that were rented by busi-
nesses became magnets for people depositing their
household garbage and overfilling the dumpsters.  The
new roll cart system has greatly reduced that problem.  

If you see someone stuffing a street can take a photo
and send it to Askmayorpat.com.  We will investigate,
and I will at least photo shame the offender. I know some
may think their mayor is over reacting, but I not going
to let these kinds of trashy behaviors become the norm
in Highlands. 

Also, a citizen recently sent me a photo of a bear re-
sistant roll cart in a neighborhood that had been over-
filled to where the lid could not be closed. There were
additional bags of garbage on the side of the cart.  I
urged the person to contact the police at 526-9341. Our

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11
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We needs more civil disobedience and fearless leaders 
Today America is facing unprecedented censorship of free

speech and attacks on honest debate as never before in our na-
tion's history, but We the People are not standing against it in
large numbers because we haven't been hurt in our lifestyles
yet.  However, when that time comes, it may be too late to re-
sist the authoritarians who are growing more powerful by the
day.  If each of us do not search out the real truth and act on it,
our America will surely go the way of all other empires to the
waste bin of history.  Genuine truth will seem like the popular
term "misinformation" to people who have repeatedly believed
the lies of the mainstream for too long, but for those of us who
believe in freedom, now is the time to withdraw all of our con-
sent from the tyranny of good intentions.  We need smaller
government and bigger individuals.  We need more civil dis-
obedience and leaders who are not afraid to stand for the Con-
stitution and Biblical principles.  The middle of the road leads
to socialism which leads to lost freedom forever.  History is
clear on that fact.  

As the DHS recently released new rules on extremism to
combat the false boogeyman of white supremacy and right-
wing ideology (a.k.a. independent and common sensed think-
ing), I'd like to submit a few questions for us to ponder so that
we become vigilant to remain a free and independent people.
If we don't see through the propaganda from an obviously cor-
rupted government, we will be susceptible to their false flags
and fall for their scheming that gives them more control over
our lives.      

Why do liberals want violence here and conservatives want
violence abroad?

If we condemn Russia for invading Ukraine to destroy ille-
gal biolabs and stop NATO's expansion along with western
meddling (i.e. U.S. backed coup of a democratically elected
government in 2014), why was it alright for the U.S. to invade
and occupy Iraq over proven false pretenses of WMDs?  

Why does society more easily fall victim to the greater lies
from government instead of the small lies?

When government assumes undelegated and unconstitu-
tional powers, why don't we demand our rights and resist?

Why do we blindly believe life-long bureaucrats just be-
cause they have some meaningless credentials after their
name?

Why can't Republicans mind their own business and De-
mocrats spend their own money?  It's not complicated.

Why is government's urge to save humanity always a false-
face to rule and control it?  

Why do we give lip service to being a constitutional repub-
lic that practices democracy, while at the same time cheer the
unconstitutional and destructive global empire? 

Why does the US global military support Islamic terrorists
sometimes and other times bomb those same groups?

Why would we ever trade essential freedom for false secu-
rity?

If the federal government is supposedly legitimate today,

then why does it function like organized crime?
Why does the self-righteous cheer taxation of others by theft,

but never want to give up their own stuff?
Why isn't it called hypocrisy to defend borders in eastern

Europe but not defend the southern border of our own country?
These questions and many, many more should be consid-

ered when we understand that human nature in today's ad-
vanced and so-called civilized society is no different than
human nature thousands of years ago.  The same entity that
tried to ethnically cleanse Native Americans through re-loca-
tion, starvation, and war crimes is the same entity that raped,
murdered, and pillaged innocent civilians and unconstitution-
ally invaded and occupied sovereign Southern States in the
1860s is the same entity that useful idiots still trust today to
keep them safe.   Hitler once said, What good fortune for gov-
ernments that the people do not think."  William Casey, for-
mer CIA Director in the USA, has said "We'll know our
disinformation program is complete when everything the
American public believes is false." 

Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C.

We will defend the right for people to be free
I’ll get right to the point. NATO and every free nation

should use force to oppose the Russian attack on Ukraine.
People worry that NATO involvement may cause Putin to

widen the war to horrific proportions (WW III and/or nu-
clear). My reading of history is that such risk existed the mo-
ment the first bullet whizzed across the Ukrainian border. It
may be worse if we do not act now. In fact, not acting now
could lead to the very outcome we wish to avoid.

I believe every person on Earth has an unalienable right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The purpose of a just
government is to protect those rights. Admittedly, govern-
ments (including the United States) do not always live up to
these standards but people deserve the right to try. Judging
from his treatment of human life, Putin does not think so. 

Free nations vary in the degree to which they protect and
encourage freedom. But Putin’s actions are not a matter of
degree, they are a matter of kind. Taking innocent lives of an-
other nation is clearly a crime. Attorney/client privilege does
not extend to the commission of a crime, and neither should
sovereignty.

This may be the time that sovereignty no longer trumps
human rights. Humanity may not be ready for such responsi-
bility, but if we believe freedom is worth defending we may
not have the luxury of being “ready.”

If the free world acts against Putin now, it is a clear message
for the other thugs in the world. People deserve to be free and
we will defend that right.

From the news reports it sounds like Russian troops are
somewhat disorganized and suffering from poor logistics. If
this is true the free world should act before Putin has a chance
to address these problems.

The time for free nations to unite, is now.  
David Hubbs – Franklin, N.C.
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MACON COUNTY 
REPUBLICAN PARTY

AAnnnnuuaall CCoonnvveennttiioonn
&& PPrreecciinncctt MMeeeettiinnggss

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2022

5:30PM Meet & Greet Candidates
6:30PM Gavel 

Macon voters registered Republican as of 
January 31, 2022 are invited to participate.
maconrepublicans@gmail.com

Paid for by Macon GOP

Smoky Mountain Center for 
the Performing Arts

1028 Georgia Road • Franklin, NC
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code enforcement officer will investigate those viola-
tions.  In addition, our sanitation crews have been di-
rected to report these violations to the code
enforcement officer.
As for the offending neighborhood residents, those

folks may need to acquire an additional bear resistant
trash can, especially if they are operating an STR [short
term rental].
We do have a town board meeting tonight [Thurs-

day] with a full agenda. It starts at 7 p.m. at the High-
lands Conference Center. The board had a productive
retreat last Thursday. More information to come. 

Sales tax increase to appear on November ballot 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Voters in Macon County will decide in November
whether or not a sales tax increase earmarked for education
should be established. During the March meeting of the
Macon County Board of Commissioners, the board unani-
mously voted to pass a resolution adding language to the
November ballot regarding an increase to the county’s sales
tax. 
Macon County Manager Derek Roland estimates the sales

tax referendum would would raise around $1.7 million in
additional yearly revenue, would provide funds to assist
with ongoing capital improvement needs in the county
school system.
From renovations at Highlands School to a new Franklin

High School, the district’s capital outlay needs are exten-
sive. Macon County Commission Chairman Jim Tate noted
that the needs are essentially required at this point and now
it’s up to the county to determine how those projects are
going to be funded. 
“The question is, how do you pay for it? It's not a ques-

tion of whether or not we're going to do it – we've already
decided we're going to do it,” Tate said. “Would you rather
pay for it with an increase of property taxes, or would you
rather pay for it by letting some of our visitors who pass
through this county also help pay for it through a quarter-
cent sales tax increase?”
North Carolina offers individual counties the option to in-

crease the 6.75 percent statewide sales tax to an even 7 per-
cent, with all revenues from the extra quarter-cent going

back to the county — the base 6.75 percent sales tax is
shared between the county and state.
As it stands, funding for the school system, including cap-

ital outlay projects and infrastructure needs, are funded out
of the county’s general budget, which is funded through the
county’s property taxes, meaning Macon County landown-
ers and homeowners pay the bill. Neighboring counties like
Jackson County, and Rabun County, Georgia, have taken a
different approach to funding school needs by approving an
education-specific sales tax that generates revenue for in-
frastructure needs. Rather than raising property tax rates to
generate additional revenue from property owners, a sales
tax revenue would mean anyone shopping in Macon County
and paying a sales tax, would be funding the school im-
provements, rather than just residents.
Sales tax is often rounded up to 7 percent already, and

those dollars get rolled into the redistribution of sales tax
across the state. Out of the 6.75 percent sales tax, less than
3 percent is currently returned to the county. An education-
specific 1/4 of a penny tax would be guaranteed to Macon
County each year. 
In Jackson County, nearly two-thirds of Jackson County

voters voted in favor of a referendum question allowing the
county to increase the county’s sales tax by one-fourth of a
cent in 2016. The measure increased the county’s sales tax
from 6.75 to 7 percent and is expected to generate an addi-
tional $1.2 million a year for the county.
The referendum will now be appearing on the ballot dur-

ing the November 8 general election for voters across
Macon County to decide. 

Law enforcement conducting drug take-back event 
Law enforcement across

Macon County is hosting Op-
eration Medicine Drop
events for National Poison
Prevention Week March 20-
26
The Macon County Sher-

iff’s Office, in partnership
with the Franklin Police De-
partment & Highlands Police
Department will host a pre-
scription drug take back
event on Wednesday, March
23, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. ,
either at the Robert C. Car-
penter community building
in Franklin; or the Highlands
Police Department in High-
lands.
An average of four people

a day are dying from over-
dose in North Carolina with
79 percent of those deaths in-
volving some type of opioid.
Drugs not properly disposed
of may end up getting into
the wrong hands or end up in
the water supply. Since 2010
Operation Medicine Drop
has collected more than 266 million pills and supported more
than 4,332 pill take-back events across North Carolina.
Operation Medicine Drop (OMD) is a free drug take-back

program that gives people a safe and secure way to dispose
of unwanted over-the-counter and prescription medications.
Safely disposing of old medications through Operation Med-
icine Drop events instead of flushing them down the drain
prevents those chemicals from ending up in the water supply.

Unwanted medications can be dropped off at two locations on Wednesday, March 23, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.: The Robert C. Carpenter Community Building, 1288 Georgia Road, Franklin; and
Highlands Police Department, 372 Oak Street, Highlands.

Bring your unwanted, expired over-the-counter and pre-
scription medications to the Robert C. Carpenter Commu-
nity Building Center or the Highlands Police Department
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Wednesday, March 23. The
Franklin Police Department, the Highlands Police Depart-
ment, and the Macon County Sheriff’s Office also each have
permanent drop boxes within their facilities for unwanted
medications to be safely disposed of throughout the year.
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88 22 88 .. 44 22 11 .. 77 44 66 55
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

22 88  EE ..  MM AA II NN  SS TT RR EE EE TT  ••  FF RR AA NN KK LL II NN ,,  NN CC

Everything made from scratch!

SPRING HOURS: Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

SSPPRRIINNGG RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEE
FFrriiddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1188 && SSaattuurrddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1199
SSPPRRIINNGG RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEE

Friday, March 18 & Saturday, March 19
Arise & Shine Thrift Store

Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. • Franklin, NC
Call for Info (828) 634-0217

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)
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SSPPRRIINNGGTTIIMMEE IISS HHEERREE!!
BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Open: Mon – Sat 10am – 5pm, Sun 11am – 5pm
10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

ONE MONTH
UNLIMITED 
$49.95*

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

HYDRO 
MASSAGE 
IS HERE!

PACKAGES AVAILABLE
*10 minute visits.

Must Present Coupon. Exp. 4/2/22

CAROLINA
EQUIPMENT

RReennttaall
EEqquuiippmmeenntt

((882288)) 334499--33339999

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg
&& CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
((882288)) 334499--33339900

66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344

WWee ccaann hheellpp wwiitthh::
GGrraaddiinngg &&  RRooaadd RReeppaaiirr
RRoocckk && GGrraavveell HHaauulliinngg
EExxccaavvaattiinngg •• BBaacckkhhooee

LLaanndd CClleeaarriinngg ••WWaatteerr && SSeewweerr

Photos by Betsey Gooder 
and SMCPA
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Mon. – Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Thank you to all of our customers for 
another successful year of business!

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

(828) 524-4588
P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road

Franklin, NC 28734

• Cat Litter    • Rice
• Laundry Detergent

• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food

Suspects arrested following high speed chase 
Brittney Lofthouse 
Contributing Writer

On Tuesday afternoon the
North Carolina Highway Pa-
trol tried to initiate a traffic
stop on a vehicle that at-
tempted to flee instead of stop-
ping for law enforcement.
Law enforcement began pur-
suing the vehicle at a high rate
of speed through downtown
Franklin, then headed south
before the vehicle crashed. 
The two suspects then fled the crash scene on foot, at which

point a code red message was sent out via Macon County dis-
patch’s Code Red system warning residents in the area of Mc-
Clure Mill Road to be on the lookout for two suspects, a male
and a female, dressed in all black. 
Around 9 p.m. on Tuesday night, the Franklin Police De-

partment received a call from 911 dispatch with information
regarding  the whereabouts of the two suspects involved in the
vehicle pursuit. 

Franklin Police officers were
able to locate the suspects on
Highlands Road near Rogers
Road.  After a brief foot pursuit,
both suspects were taken into
custody.
The suspects, identified as

Jesse James Clark and Stephanie
Greene Jones, were arrested and
booked into the Macon County
Detention Center. 
Jones was charged with three

counts of resisting a public offi-
cer, failure to stop for flashing red

lights, two counts aiding and abetting larceny, misdemeanor
larceny, possession of stolen goods, aiding and abetting driv-
ing while license revoked, flee and elude arrest with a motor
vehicle, reckless driving to endanger, and failure to appear on
a misdemeanor. Jones was booked in on a $40,000 bond. 
Clark was charged with resisting a public officer, larceny

from a merchant, two counts of possession of stolen goods,
and flee and elude arrest with a motor vehicle, Clark was
booked in on a $44,000 bond. 

Stephanie Greene JonesJesse James Clark

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests March 4 - 12. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County Sheriff’s Department

March 7
Hannah Logan Rose Krumholt, was charged with posses-

sion of marijuana paraphernalia, possession of drug para-
phernalia and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer.
Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
Jesse Boone Locke, was charged with arson. Deputy Cody

J. Howard made the arrest. 

March 8
Austin William Engelskind, was charged with child sup-

port enforcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Austin Harley McCall, was charged with breaking and en-

tering and communicating threats. Joel Lynch made the ar-
rest. 

March 9
Heidi Johanna Dreml, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of a schedule I controlled
substance and possession of drug paraphernalia. Sargeant
Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest. 

March 10
Frank Jacson Alexander, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
William Dale Sheffield, was charged with violate domes-

tic violation protective order, flee/elude arrest, reckless driv-
ing and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. 
Michael Anthony Hunt, was charged with flee/elude ar-

rest. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the arrest. 

March 11
Charles Samuel Carpenter, was charged with probation vi-

olation. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Lance Edward Hughes, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Travis Collins, was charged with failure to appear for driv-

ing while impaired, reckless driving with wanton disregard
and child abuse. David Blanton made the arrest. 
Amanda Jo Dixon, was charged with failure to appear for

fail to report crime against juvenile. David Blanton made the
arrest. 
Jessica Burton Blankenship, was charged with failure to

appear. Joel Lynch made the arrest. 
Justin Johnson Stanfield, was charged with failure to ap-

pear for felony possession of schedule I controlled substance,
larceny, possession of stolen goods/property and obtaining
property by false pretenses. 
Pherris Swafford, was charged with simple assault and as-

sault and battery. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

March 12
Ronald Scott Jones Jr., Violate domestic violence protec-

tive order. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Nicole Tabitha Bates, was charged with child abuse.

Joseph A. Raby made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

March 4
UT Van Huynah, was charged with trespassing. J.A. Riles

made the arrest. 
Rachel Jewel Urrutia, was charged with burglary/break-

ing and entering. C.T. Chastain made the arrest. 

March 7
Marcus Brandall Dorsch, was charged with felony pos-

session of a schedule I controlled substance, driving while li-
cense revoked impaired revocation and operate a vehicle
with no insurance. A.R. Holland made the arrest. 

March 10
Brandon Cody Mann, was charged with disorderly con-

duct. M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 
Rachel Jewel Urrutia, was issued a probation violation

warrant. M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Jackson County NC NAACP online meeting is Saturday, March 19,
at 10 a.m.  The topic is “Honoring Mountain Voices: Our 2022 Theme.”
Email jcnaacp54ab@gmail.com to receive instructions to join online.
All are welcome.

Holly Springs Community Development Club will meet on Monday,
March 21, at 6 p.m. at the community building, 2720 Cat Creek Rd.
Dessert and beverages will be served. Everyone is welcome.

Valley River Arts Guild will be offering classes for  Introduction to Wa-
tercolor Art Class on Saturday, March 26, 10 a.m. to 12 noon; Making
Pine Needle Baskets, Saturday, April 2, 12 noon  to 3 p.m., at Murphy
Art Center. Classes are open to the public. For more information, call
(828)360-3038. 

Prentiss Church Food Pantry is available on Thursday, March 17, 2
to 5:30 p.m. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane. For more in-
formation, call (828)369-3885.

N.C. Cooperative Extension Service Free Online Seminar
“Grapes: How to Start and Grow Grapes” will be held on Thursday,
March 17, from 6 to 7 p.m. via zoom. This seminar is geared for those
new to growing grapes or desiring to learn the basics on how to main-
tain your grape vines. For more information, contact the Macon County
Extension Center at (828)349-2049 or e-mail Christy Bredenkamp at
clbreden@ncsu.edu To register look for the event at
macon.ces.ncsu.edu/events

Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center Next Grad-
uation will be held on Saturday, March 19, at 10 a.m., 336 Living Hope
Way. The ceremony will include worship, a message from the word, a
short video and a graduate giving his testimony. Refreshments and re-
ception to follow. The public is invited to attend. For more information
about the program, visit www.livinghopeway.com or call (828)524-
2157.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike Park Creek to Park Ridge in the
Standing Indian Recreational Area on Saturday, March 19. This hike
makes a loop going along the Nantahala River to Park Creek, follow
the creek to the Connector Trail up to Park Ridge,with a creek cross-
ing on a foot log without a railing. Meet at  Westgate Plaza at 10 a.m.
Ffor more information and reservations, call leaders Bill and Sharon
Van Horn at (828)369-1983.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike Betty Creek to Yellow Patch Sunday,
March 20. Hike south on the Appalachian Trail to an overlook viewing
Picken's Nose. Return by way of the Konnorock trail to a forest serv-
ice road out to Yellow Patch. Meet at Westgate Plaza at 1 p.m.  For
more information or reservations call, at (828)524-5298. 

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church Food Pantry will be held on
Wednesday, March 23, from 4 to 6 p.m. The church is located at 86 E.
Hickory Knoll Rd. For more information, call  the church at(828)369-
9300 or Jannie at (813)305-9433.

Share the Journey Support Group for Caregivers whose loved ones
are experiencing memory loss will meet on Wednesday, March 23, 2
p.m., at First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church St. Enter the church from
the parking lot, come through the double red doors in the courtyard
and follow the signs. For more information, call (828)524-3119.

The Macon County Republican Party will hold its 2022 Convention
and precinct meetings on Friday, March 25, at the Smoky Mountain
Center for the Performing Arts, 1028 Georgia Rd., Franklin. Meet and
greet candidates will begin at 5:30 p.m.; gavel at 6:30 p.m. All Macon
County voters registered as Republicans as of Jan. 31, 2022, may at-
tend. Macongop.com.

Paynetown Cemetery Preservation and Maintenance Workday will
be held on Saturday, March 26, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m., with a rain date of
April 2.  A workday for Cable Cemetery will be held during the summer
after details are worked out in getting volunteers across Fontana Lake.
Twenty-one of the cemeteries require crossing over Fontana Lake.
Paynetown is accessed by crossing over Fontana Dam, turning right,
and then taking the next road on the left to the cemetery.

Franklin Covenant Church Drive through Hot Lunch, Food Pantry
and prayer as requested will be held on  Saturday, March 26, starting
at 11 a.m, at Franklin Covenant Church,  265 Belleview Park Rd. They
look forward  to serving you.

Foster Care Information Session at First Alliance Church will be
held on Monday, April 4, from  6:30 to 8 p.m., at First Alliance Church,
31 Promise Lane.  Foster parents and others will share how they help
meet the needs of children and answer questions and describe how
others are helping through adoption and serving as a resource per-
son. To arrange free childcare, contact Jenny Lewis at (828371-7101
or jennyimp@hotmail.com.

Trout Unlimited Chapter #373 will meet on Tuesday, April 5,  6:30 to
8 p.m., at United Methodist Church, 77 Jackson St. in Sylva. Noted
writer/fisherman Sam Johnson, author of several books and Fly Fish-
ing the Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C. section is the speaker. This meeting
is open to everyone interested in conservation and fishing.

Macon County Schools Preschool Program is currently taking ap-
plications for the 2022-2023 school year. Applications are available at
the Macon County Board of Education, Iotla Valley, Cartoogechaye
and South Macon; or email valerie.norton@macon.k12.nc.us.   Appli-
cations are due by Wednesday, April 20.

The Town of Franklin Water/Sewer Division will have temporary
road closures through Friday, April 29, on West Palmer Street in front
of the Franklin Fire Department and on Maple Street, and the inter-
section of Commerce Street and West Palmer  to improve an existing
sewer line. Signage will be in place for the closure area and detours.
Information will be shared via social media on the Police and Fire De-
partment pages and will be updated on the town’s website. For more
information, call Public Works Department at (828)524-2516 x 397

Thursday Painters has moved to Mondays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at The
Uptown Gallery located at 30 East Main Street in Franklin. All skill lev-
els and mediums are welcome. Bring your project and supplies and a
bag lunch. For more information,  call Pat Mennenger (828)421-5194
or Uptown Gallery (828)349-4607.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited
in-person classes at the Robert Carpenter Community Building.  A va-
riety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the after-
noons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop just
off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Any-
one under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For
more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S.  For more information, call
Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or email LarryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, March 20, 11 a.m., Rev. Tom Tyre
will share on “What’s So Great About the Buddha?” On Tuesday a
movie is shown at 3 p.m. and then out to eat afterward. The church is
located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For
more information or to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com.

First Alliance Church is holding Sunday Service, March 20, at 10:30
a.m., Sunday School for all ages is held at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Scott
Eichelberger will speak on "A Great Endurance.”  The church is located
at 31 Promise Lane, (off Womack, next-door to Trimont Christian Acad-
emy). For more information, call the church office at (828)369-7977.

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person and
on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion the first
Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old Murphy Rd.
(across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.  For more in-
formation,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Worship
is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The church is
located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; senior pastor is
Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-3010 or visit us
at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin  Services are held Rite I, 8
a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday.
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and second
and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd. Sunday
10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website: www.allsaints-
franklin.org and past Sundays can be viewed on YouTube search "All
Saints Franklin".

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church is lo-
cated at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services beginning
at 10 a.m.  Brian Lamb in the pastor. The church is located at the inter-
section of Cheek Road and Addington Bridge Road. 

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the
Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Office.

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For
more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153.
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YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DININGEATING OUT

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC

Hours: Monday–Thursday 11am–8pm
Friday & Saturday 11am–9pm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

ROOTANDBARREL.COM
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

DDrriinnkkss && AAppppeettiizzeerrss 33--55PPMM

88 22 88 .. 44 22 11 .. 77 44 66 55
Tues. Thurs. Fri. 8-5 • Wed. 8-4  • Sat. 10-3

BB AA KK EE HH OO UU SS EE
Honeysuckle

NOW OPEN

22 88  EE ..  MM AA II NN  SS TT RR EE EE TT  ••  FF RR AA NN KK LL II NN ,,  NN CC

Everything made from scratch!

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

24 Iotla St.• Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

882288..336699..99999999Deliv�y

H�rs
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm • Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza • 441 N. Franklin, NC

WATCH FOR OUR
NEW LOCATION AT

38 Palmer Street Circle
Franklin, NC

NOW
OPEN!

EEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEl Sabor del Oceano
S E A F O O D  R E S T A U R A N T

1505 HIGHLANDS ROAD,  FRANKLIN
828-347-7099 •  OPEN 7  DAYS 11AM-9PM

Live Music
Saturday, March 26 @ 7pm

The upbeats

New recipe sharing software ‘Morsel’ has Macon County roots 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

A Macon County couple recently launched
a new software program called Morsel. It
works as an online family recipe sharing plat-
form. Caroline Lloyd and Ian Hoyt, the com-
pany’s co-founders who moved to Franklin
last year from Harlem, N.Y., conveyed that
their idea was inspired by ongoing queries to
parents regard-
ing favorite
recipes. 

“I never had a
simple way to
capture my
family’s recipes
in a way that
would later be
accessible to
me,” said
Lloyd, whose
career has in-
volved work in
the arts industry
as well as non-
profit consult-
ing. 

“The idea was
sparked by our
ongoing frustra-
tion of never having the recipes we wanted
from our parents when we needed them,”
said Hoyt, a growth marketing and entrepre-
neur by trade. “These recipes have lived on

faded notecards, in text messages, screen-
shots, or emails, but those can easily be lost.
Being able to collaborate with my mom or
grandma to ensure that our family recipes are
preserved, shared, and carried into the future
is such a gift.”

The Morsel platform enables users to share
and access recipes passed down through gen-
erations or even those recently discovered.

Adds Hoyt,
“Morsel lets
families and
friend groups
come to-
gether and
share all the
c h e r i s h e d
recipes with
those they
care about
most.” 

Morsel is
subscription
based, with
an offer to try
it for free for
30 days, and
then an an-
nual fee is
charged to

anyone interested in continuing the subscrip-
tion. The platform offers such features as:
• an unlimited group creation option to

allow friends and family to collectively share

recipes 
• the ability to share one recipe across

multiple groups or families
• unlimited recipe uploads to document

recipes from multiple generations
• a commu-

nity activity
feed on recipes-
to-share tips,
tricks, photos,
and more 

While there is
not currently a
Morsel app for
smartphones,
Hoyt explained,
“During our de-
sign and devel-
opment phase,
we made it a top
priority to make
the mobile web
experience of
Morsel simple
and functional.”

The pandemic in some ways inspired the
new recipe-saving software, pointed out
Hoyt. 

“The pandemic has certainly changed the
way that Millennials and Gen Zers approach
cooking. The sheer nature of being home
more often has ignited the need to try new
recipes, recreate old ones, and most impor-
tantly, share recipes with others. We've seen

this play out through food social media ac-
counts, the bread-making craze at the begin-
ning of Covid-19 quarantine, and a
re-centering around family traditions. Sud-
denly gathering with family around holidays

has increased
in importance
after spending
multiple holi-
days without
loved ones by
your side. The
p a n d e m i c
…certainly has
elevated the
importance of
family tradition
and food.”

Blogs on the
w w w . g e t -
m o r s e l . c o m
site, where
there is also
more informa-

tion about the software and its services, pro-
vide helpful recipe-related information, such
as “Can You Freeze Pancake Batter?” and
“How to Make a Family Cookbook.”

Lloyd and Hoyt, who first visited Franklin
as RVers, decided to become permanent res-
idents last year. “We fell in love with this
community and its people, and we are so
thankful for the warm welcome we've re-
ceived over the past year.”

Caroline Lloyd and Ian Hoyt, who moved to Franklin last year
from Harlem, N.Y., developed a new software program that
helps people share and save recipes.

The subscription-based Morsel platform enables users to
share and access recipes passed down through genera-
tions or even those recently discovered.
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U.S. CORPORATIONs • ESTATEs, LLCs, TRUSTs
AT EAGLE TAX BREAKS, we believe in

Accuracy. Integrity. Personal Service.
1090 HIGHLANDS ROAD • FRANKLIN, NC 28734 • 828-524-1140

We print 1099 and W2 forms for small businesses
and provide bookkeeping and payroll services year round. WE ARE READY TO

E-FILE FOR YOU!
When you’re 
ready to file, 
we are ready 
for you! 

Serving WNC for 24 Years$25 OFF
Tax Preparation
Additional $25 credit
on your bill for NEW CLIENTS

Across from Food Lion

Not Your Ordinary Tax Service!

Please present coupon upon arrival
VETERAN OWNED 

& OPERATED!

EEAAGGLLEE TTAAXX BBRREEAAKKSS PPLLUUSS

CALL FOR DROP OFF OPTIONS • CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE

COST: $125 • SIZE: 3LBS • QUEEN: CARNIOLAN AND SASKATRAZ
AVAILABLE: FIRST WEEK IN APRIL

ADOPT US!

Macon County 
Animal Services
1377 Lakeside Drive 

Franklin, NC
(828)349-2106

7 month old, Orange Tabby.
Sweet and cuddly.  Litter box trained.

3 year old, Bassett/Daschund mix. Friendly, likes to go for walks. Good 
with other dogs & children. Not sure about cats. Almost housebroken.

BATMAN

CRIMSON

Wolf education offered at the library at next Hiker’s club meeting 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Rob Gudger, an outdoorsman
and avid naturalist, has pre-
sented in past years his wolves
for educational purposes at area
schools. But next month
Franklin-area adults will be able
to experience a wolf up close
and personal and also learn a
plethora of information regard-
ing their habitat, feeding habits,
and other idiosyncrasies.  

Wayaha, one of Gudger’s
wolves, will be presented to the
general meeting of Nantahala
Hiking Club (NHC) on April 14
at 6 p.m. at the Macon County
Library. Wayaha is a female
wolf that has been exposed
often to children and adults. 

Gudger’s career with Duke
Power for 24 years involved
helping to map out the Foothills
Trail. He became involved with wolves 33 years ago and has
much information and many stories to share, according to
Katharine Brown of NHC.

The 77-year-old currently has three timber wolves, and he
keeps them in a one-acre, natural enclosure with secured
fencing. 

“They can climb like a squirrel,” said Gudger, “so I had to
give them a habitat that keeps them safe but also allows them
to be a pack and run. They are definitely not indoor lounge
animals, like dogs. In fact, they get nervous when they are
inside four walls for very long.” 

While Gudger began owning wolves when he learned of
some pups that needed raising, the wildlife expert informs
the public that “wolves are not dogs and they are not coy-
otes. They are an entirely different species and they are often
misunderstood or lumped in with the understanding of dogs
or coyotes.” 

Coyotes, which are common in Western North Carolina,
have adapted to humans in such a way that they are not as
afraid to attack chickens, cats, dogs and other small animals.
Wolves, on the other hand, are very elusive and skittish and
typically only hunt in packs to take down a wild animal that
the pack family can eat together. 

On April 14, Gudger will educate those in attendance
about the different aspects of a wolf’s predatory nature. 

“I do a question and answer session for most of the time,”
he said. “That seems to work best and provides information
to cover everyone’s curiosity.”

Gudger does allow people to touch his wolf because he
said they are more predictable, in terms of temperament and
growling and biting, than dogs are. However, he is emphatic
that hybrids, which are a man-made breed that includes mix-
ing dog and wolf bloodlines, as well as rescues, which are
wolves that need to be in the wild, are a bad idea for the
general public to consider owning. 

“I’m not an advocate for people owning wolves, but I
have because of my experience and because I have used
them to help people understand them better so they are
treated with respect in the wild.”

While Gudger’s wolves have lived “a good, easy life,”
with the oldest at 15 years, he explained that wolves in the
wild typically only live to around age six due to challenges
such as disease, parasites and broken bones. 

Gudger added that the only reason he is “let into the pack”
is because he feeds the wolves around 10 pounds of raw
chicken leg quarters once or twice a week.

“They can’t handle dog food. They have to eat raw meat,
and they have to gorge on food and then it takes several days
for them to digest it.”

Gudger said a highlight of every educational program is

for those in attendance to try to get one of his wolves to
howl. 

Brown explained that NHC plans 10 meetings per calen-
dar year, and seven of the 10 meetings are informative, en-
tertaining  or educational in nature as per the organization’s
bylaws. The other three are relegated to a fundraiser, a year-
end awards program, and a holiday party.

“Most of our presentations are nature related, outdoor en-
thusiast related, travel related, (members do travelogues of
their adventures, for example), or trail related. It’s really
wide open. The wolf program had been on our list for a
while so we are glad we are able to present it,” said Brown.

For 2022, all general meetings of NHC are being held at
6 p.m. at the library on the second Thursday and the meet-
ings are open to anyone. For more information, visit
www.nantahalahikingclub.org.

Rob Gudger, an outdoorsman and avid naturalist, will  bring one of his wolves to educate the
public about the wild animals at the general meeting of Nantahala Hiking Club (NHC) on April
14 at 6 p.m. at the Macon County Library.
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WWee wwaallkkeedd wwiitthh MMaarrkk MMccCClluurree,, mmyy ssoonn--iinn-- llaaww,, aass ffaarr aass
wwee ccoouulldd,, ttoo aa ppeerrffeecctt rreessttiinngg ppllaaccee bbeessiiddee tthhee wwooooddss.. TToo
eeaacchh ppeerrssoonn tthhaatt hhaass hheellppeedd uuss aanndd sshhoowwnn ssuuppppoorrtt iinn
aannyy wwaayy,, mmaayy yyoouu bbee bblleesssseedd bbeeccaauussee yyoouu hhaavvee bblleesssseedd
oouurr ffaammiillyy.. II eessppeecciiaallllyy wwaanntt ttoo tthhaannkk BBrriiaann HHyyllttoonn 
aanndd tthhee ssttaaffff ooff MMaaccoonn FFuunneerraall HHoommee ffoorr yyoouurr 

ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee aanndd hhiigghhllyy pprrooffeessssiioonnaall 
aatttteennttiioonn ttoo eevveerryy ddeettaaiill ffoorr tthhee sseerrvviiccee aanndd bbuurriiaall..
TToo DDrr GGaarryy JJaarrnnaaggiinn,, RReevv.. SSccootttt MMaatttthheewwss aanndd

RReevv..JJaammiiee PPaassssmmoorree ffoorr bbrriinnggiinngg ccoommffoorrttiinngg wwoorrddss aatt
tthhee sseerrvviiccee.. TToo eeaacchh ppaallll bbeeaarreerr wwhhoo wwaanntteedd ttoo ccaarrrryy
MMaarrkk tthhee ffiinnaall sstteeppss.. TToo AApprriill ooff AApprriill''ss FFlloorriisstt ffoorr 

bbeeaauuttiiffuull fflloowweerrss.. AAnndd ttoo tthhee hhoossppiittaalliittyy ooff ddeeaarr ffrriieennddss
ooff PPrreennttiissss BBaappttiisstt CChhuurrcchh ffoorr tthhee wwoonnddeerrffuull ffoooodd aafftteerr

tthhee sseerrvviiccee.. MMaannyy ooff yyoouu hhaavvee bbrroouugghhtt
ffoooodd aanndd mmaaddee ddoonnaattiioonnss iinn MMaarrkk''ss mmeemmoorryy aanndd iitt iiss

ggrreeaattllyy aapppprreecciiaatteedd.. IInn tthhee ddaayyss ttoo ccoommee II aasskk
ttoo kkeeeepp pprraayyiinngg ffoorr mmyy pprreecciioouuss ddaauugghhtteerr.. 

AAnndd pprraayy ffoorr mmee ttoo bbee hhaavvee tthhee aannsswweerrss ttoo hheellpp hheerr.. 
TThhaannkk yyoouu ffrroomm aallll oouurr ffaammiillyy.. 11--880000--222288--66448833    wwwwww..bbaahhaaii..uuss

WWeeeekkllyy ddeevvoottiioonnss aanndd ddiissccuussssiioonnss iinn FFrraannkklliinn,, ooppeenn ttoo aallll.. CCaallll 330022--338833--66883355..

FFrraannkklliinn •• MMuurrpphhyy •• SSyyllvvaa •• WWaayynneessvviillllee

“Verily I say, this is the day in which mankind can behold 
the face, and hear the voice, of the promised one.”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH

NOW IN OUR 35TH YEAR!  - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDRENS CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Mon.– Fri. 10AM–6PM • Sat. 10AM–3PM

107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Lenoir-Rhyne is hosting
‘The Art of Compassion’ 

Imagine One Hospitality is partnering with Lenoir-
Rhyne University Visiting Writer’s Series to host the in-
augural The Art of Compassion, a three-day event at P.E.
Monroe Auditorium from March 30-April 1. The Art of
Compassion is an opportunity to participate in a positive,
respectful, and affirming conversation guided by industry
empathy experts and wellness professionals centered on
equality, addictions, and recovery. This series of events
serves hospitality workers and students in our community
struggling with substance abuse and addiction and offers
hope, fellowship, and a path forward. 

On Wednesday, March 30, the Art of Compassion event
will begin with world-famous storyteller, Nigerian author
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. She is best known for her
politics, culture, race, and gender themes. Adichie's nov-
els, short stories, and plays have received public and crit-
ical acclaim. Thursday, March 31, Steve Palmer, John T.
Edge, and Chenelle Bragg will share a panel discussion
on life, sobriety, and love in the restaurant business. 

The symposium will conclude Friday, April 1, with a
musical storytelling performance by country star Martina
McBride. These events are a fundraising effort for Lenoir-
Rhyne Visiting Writers Series and Ben's Friends, a recov-
ery-based organization serving hospitality industry
workers in our area and across the country.

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit
theartofcompassion.net

Martina McBride

NCWRC says: Find a bear den, leave it alone 
Biologists at the N.C.

Wildlife Resources
Commission say if you
find a bear den, leave it
alone.   Black bears are
very resourceful in find-
ing places to shelter late
December through April
as cold weather lingers
and cubs are born. Dens
may be found in rock
cavities, brush piles, tree
cavities, excavations
under fallen trees,
ground nests, under
decks and in crawl-
spaces. As a result, you
may stumble upon a bear
den anytime time you are
outdoors, whether hik-
ing, working in your
yard, cutting firewood or
enjoying outdoor activi-
ties.

If you find a den, ei-
ther on your property or
on public property, do
not panic. Leave the area quickly and quietly, and to not dis-
turb the den for the rest of the winter season. If the den is
under your deck, shed, or crawlspace, leave the area and call
the NC Wildlife Helpline at 866-318-2401, or contact your
local district wildlife biologist for further guidance. In al-
most all cases, homeowners can safely co-exist with the bear
until it leaves the den in the spring.

If you inadvertently flush a female bear from her den, do
not approach the area. Keep any dogs on a leash and leave
immediately. The female will return to the den if you leave
it alone, even if she does not return right away. Do not go
back to the den area, as additional disturbance may cause
the bear to leave permanently.

Wildlife Commission staff have already investigated a re-
port of an orphaned male cub in eastern North Carolina this
winter.

“We received a call from the public about a cub found by
itself and quickly investigated the situation,” stated Colleen
Olfenbuttel, the black bear and furbearer biologist with the
Wildlife Commission. “The den was likely disturbed, and
we safely delivered the 4- to 5-week-old male cub to one of
our two licensed rehabilitators specialized to care for or-
phaned cubs. Thanks to the correct response by the caller,
we were able investigate, confirm the cub was orphaned and
get the cub the care it needed within hours of the initial call,
better assuring the cub’s eventual release back into the wild.”

The Wildlife Commission recently released a video about
their cub rehabilitation program, highlighting the time and
care that goes into ensuring a cub is ready for release back

into the wild after capture.
“We are fortunate to have two fantastic rehabbers in the

state that are highly skilled at rehabilitating black cubs. They
work closely with us on the care needed to assure the cubs
will be successfully released,” said Olfenbuttel. “But we’d
much prefer that the bears stay in the wild with their mother,
so please don’t accidentally cub-nap a bear cub; call us im-
mediately if you suspect a cub is orphaned so we can inves-
tigate.”

As spring arrives, black bears will emerge from their dens
and become more active. Sometimes humans will come
across cubs that are alone, waiting for their mothers to return
from foraging and exploring. It’s best to assume these bears
are not orphaned. However, if you suspect a cub has been or-
phaned, do not handle or pick it up, feed it, or worse yet, re-
move it. The best thing to do is leave the cub alone, note the
location and contact the NC Wildlife Helpline or your district
wildlife biologist.

About the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Since 1947, the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-

sion has been dedicated to the conservation and sustain-
ability of the state’s fish and wildlife resources through
research, scientific management, wise use and public
input. The Commission is the state regulatory agency re-
sponsible for the enforcement of fishing, hunting, trapping
and boating laws and provides programs and opportunities
for wildlife-related educational, recreational and sporting
activities.

Wildlife officials are advising that if a bear den is found, to leave the area quickly and do not disturb
the den. Photo by Mike Carraway

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
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Leigh Ann Cunningham
Leigh Ann Cunningham, 39, of

Sylva, N.C., passed away on Fri-
day, March 11, 2022.

Born in Jackson County, North
Carolina, she was the daughter of
Jean Ann Gregory Cunningham
and the late James Porter Cun-
ningham Jr. She graduated from
Franklin High School; went on to
receive an Associates Degree in
criminal justice from Southwest-
ern Community College, and later
was certified in peer support. She
was previously a member of the
FFA and received an award for
Woman of the Year by Carson
Community Club. 

She always enjoyed time spent with her family and her two
dogs. She had a contagious smile, a love of the Lord, and those
who knew her knew she had a big heart and was always there to
help those in need. 

She is survived by her mother, Jean Ann Gregory Cunningham
of Franklin, N.C.; her fiancé, Richard Owenby of Sylva; sister, Jes-
sica McHan of Franklin; and a niece, Kalyn McHan of Franklin
(who she loved like her own); and several aunts, uncles, and
cousins.

Funeral service will be held on Friday, March 18, at 2 p.m., in
the chapel of Macon Funeral Home.  Rev. Bryon Lamb will offi-
ciate. Burial will be at Carson Cemetery.

The family will receive friends from 1 till 2 p.m., one hour prior
to the service at Macon Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to No Wrong Door
For Support and Recovery, PO Box 1594, Franklin, NC 28744.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Leigh Ann Cunningham

Ruth Tallent Wilkes
Ruth Tallent Wilkes, 93, of Franklin, N.C., passed away Thurs-

day, March 10, 2022.
Born on June 11, 1928, in Macon County, she was the daughter

of the late Jeff and Mae Dillingham Tallent. She was one of those
rare, precious, old timers.  She was born, lived, and died in these
wonderful mountains. She loved God and she loved people. She
was wife and widow of a WWII veteran, raised four children, and
served the residents of Grandview Manor as a Nursing Aide for
more than 20 years. Like her twin sister, Ruby, used to say, “You
do what you have to do.” Her friends knew her laugh and encour-
agement. Everyone knew and loved her wit and steel backbone;
she was indeed a “pistol.” She loved the mountains, worshipping
God daily for the beauty. But especially she loved her family, and
the steady accountability, encouragement and fellowship in Jesus
is a treasure that will last. She looked for the return of Jesus daily,
and now is in His arms, leaving us to walk with Him as she did.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Herman Wilkes;
daughter, Tami Robbins (Eddie); son, Ellis Wilkes (Dorothy), three
brothers, Jack, Don (Evelyn), and Tommy; and two sisters, Ada-
lene Tallent and Ruby Wilburn (Guy).

She is survived by two sons, Terry Wilkes and wife Lynda, and
Allan Wilkes and wife Elaine; one sister, Barbara Shuler (Pete);
six grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Wednesday March 16, in the chapel
of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with Rev. David Williams offici-
ating. Interment followed at Woodlawn Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to www.samari-
tanspurse.org.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is assisting the
Wilkes family.

David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Grow your own flowers for cutting from seed 
Melinda Myers
Guest columnist

You don’t need a lot of
space or a big budget to
grow and enjoy garden-
fresh bouquets. Just fill a
few vacant spaces, add an
extra row in garden beds or
fill a container with easy
care flowers started from
seeds.

You’ll jump-start the
season and enjoy earlier blooms by starting some of the
seeds indoors to transfer into the garden after the danger of
frost has passed. If you’re not in a hurry, want to stretch
your budget and extend your garden’s bloom time, sow
some seeds directly in the garden. Just follow the directions
on the seed packet.  

Annual flowers like these are known for season long
bloom and a long vase life. You’ll need to plant annuals each
year, but you may decide the con-
tinuous bloom is well worth the
effort. Supplementing them with
perennial flowers and bulbs
means you need to plant fewer
annuals each year for a season
filled with colorful garden-fresh
bouquets.

Here are a few easy-care an-
nual flowers that you can start
from seed indoors or directly in
the garden. These beauties will
brighten those sunny spots in the
landscape and bouquets in your
home.

Start zinnia seeds indoors four
weeks before the last spring frost
or sow them directly in the gar-
den. Either way, you’ll have
flowers about eight weeks after
planting the seeds. Grow taller
varieties like Benary’s Giant for
long stems, Queeny Lime Orange
or Zowie! Yellow Flame for eye-
catching color or Profusion and
Zahara for small daisy-like flow-
ers on compact mildew resistant
plants in your low maintenance
cut flower garden.

Like zinnias, cosmos make a great cut flower and both
are heat and drought tolerant in the garden. Start cosmos
seeds indoors four to six weeks before the last spring frost
or directly in the garden. The fine foliage adds texture to the
garden and the white, pink, lavender blooms light up the
mid-summer through fall garden. Plant tall varieties en mass
to eliminate the need for staking. Or grow shorter varieties

like Sonata and Cosmic. Once you plant cosmos in the gar-
den, you may be rewarded with volunteer seedlings in sub-
sequent years.

Marigolds have long been favorites in the garden, but
they also make great cut flowers. Like zinnias, you can start
them indoors or directly in the garden and have flowers in
about eight weeks. Include a variety of single, double, large
and small flowers to create a marigold only arrangement
or mix with other flowers. The Gem series of marigolds
have lacy leaves with a citrusy scent and small single flow-
ers all summer long. Not only are these 12” tall plants great
in arrangements, but the flowers are also edible and attract
beneficial insects to your garden.

Include calendula, another edible flower, in your garden
and arrangements. Plant seeds directly in the garden in fall
through spring when growing in the Deep South, Gulf and
Pacific Coast areas. Those in other regions can plant seeds
directly in the garden after the danger of heavy frost has
passed. Also known as pot marigolds, these plants thrive
in cooler temperatures. If plants fade as temperatures rise,
cut them back, continue to water as needed and watch for

new flowers when the weather
cools. These will reseed readily so
watch for welcome seedlings the
following year.

Sunflowers make dramatic state-
ments in the garden and in the
flower vase. The 2022 All-America
Selections winner, Concert Bell
grows 10 to 12 flowers on each
stem. You’ll have a ready-made bou-
quet with each stem removed. Sun-
credible® Yellow sunflower
produces four-inch flowers on two
to three feet tall plants. The plants
continue to bloom throughout the
season even if you don’t remove the
faded flowers.

Keep the flowers coming to enjoy
in the garden and arrangements with
regular picking. The more you pick,
the more flowers you’ll have.  Share
extras with friends, neighbors, or
senior centers. Studies at Rutgers
University found cut flowers imme-
diately increased happiness and had
a long-term positive impact on the
recipient’s mood.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, includ-

ing The Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and
Small Space Gardening.  She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series and the nationally-
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her web site is www.melin-
damyers.com.

Zowie! Yellow Flame is a semi-tall zinnia with a
unique bicolor pattern of blooms with scarlet-rose
center and yellow petal edges. 

Photo courtesy of All-America Selections

Melinda Myers
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Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

There was no shortage of motivation as three drivers all
vying for their first-career victory in the marquee NASCAR
Cup Series decided the dramatic outcome at Phoenix Raceway
on Sunday afternoon.
Stewart-Haas Racing’s Chase Briscoe had to hold off the

field on not one, not two, but three late race restarts on the one-
mile desert oval, including the final restart with three laps re-
maining to earn his first career NASCAR Cup Series win in the
Ruoff Mortgage 500.
The 27-year-old Briscoe is the 200th different winner in

NASCAR’s premier series and last year’s Rookie of the Year
earned the victory- by .771-seconds over Ross Chastain - in
only his 40th start.
“It’s unbelievable,’’ said Briscoe, who drives the No. 14

Stewart-Haas Racing Ford. “I was crying the whole last lap.
This is definitely a team win, but I’ve got to thank everybody
that’s got me to this point. Just seven years ago I was sleeping
on couches, volunteering at race shops and was literally driv-
ing home to give up. Unbelievable,’’ he continued, smiling.
“So blessed to be here driving for this organization this team
and this car that was my hero’s (NASCAR
Hall of Famer Tony Stewart) growing up. To
everybody that’s believed in me, it’s unbe-
lievable.’’
Fast pit stops for Briscoe’s John Klaus-

meier-led crew helped all day. His 101 laps
out front was second only to pole-winner
Ryan Blaney’s 144 laps led. But Briscoe cer-
tainly had to earn this win on track holding
off the field on those late race re-starts with
cars sometimes fanning out seven-wide in
the frenetic shuffle to the front.
Chevrolet drivers Chastain and Tyler Red-

dick took Briscoe three-wide on the final
restart – all fueled by the motivation of that
first win, but Briscoe’s Ford was able to
drive away leaving them to settle runner-up
between themselves.
Chastain’s runner-up finish is his second

consecutive top-three finish for the Track-
house Racing organization. Richard Chil-
dress Racing’s Reddick placed third
followed by polesitter, Penske Racing’s Ryan Blaney and 23XI
Racing’s Kurt Busch.
“That was so much fun to get to race like that at this level,’’

Chastain said, adding of the last lap competition, “That’s so
cool to race with Tyler and Chase. That’s everything I’ve ever
wanted.”
Briscoe’s veteran teammate Kevin Harvick finished sixth

and that top-10 was good enough to tie a huge mark of suc-
cess shared only by two NASCAR Hall of Famers. Harvick’s
18th consecutive top-10 at Phoenix matches an all-time
NASCAR Cup Series record set by both Richard Petty and the
late Dale Earnhardt at North Wilkesboro (N.C.) Speedway.
Another former series champion, Kyle Busch finished sev-

enth leading the Joe Gibbs Racing charge. Penske Racing’s
Joey Logano, Trackhouse Racing’s Daniel Suarez and Roush-
Fenway-Keselowski driver Chris Buescher rounded out the
top-10 respectively.
Reigning NASCAR Cup Series champion Kyle Larson, who

ran up front for much of the race, suffered a DNF – pitting with
74 laps remaining with what his crew diagnosed as a broken
valve spring in his No. 5 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet. Lar-
son was officially scored 34th - the second sub-30th place fin-
ish of the season, including a crash at the Daytona 500 (32nd
place finish).
Larson already scored a victory at Auto Club Speedway this

Chase Briscoe captures his first 
career Cup Series win at Phoenix

Chase Briscoe, driver of the #14 Mahindra Tractors
Ford, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
the Ruoff Mortgage 500 at Phoenix Raceway on
March 13, 2022 in Avondale, Ariz.

Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

the first win of the year, but it was the fourth
straight top-five finish for the team and increased
his Xfinity Series championship lead to a more
substantial 39 points over rookie Ty Gibbs, who
finished sixth Saturday.
“Feels great,’’ said a grinning Gragson, who

now has six career Xfinity Series wins. “Pit crew
executed great and this team has been on a roll so
far this year,’’ he added. "Top three finishes in all
four races. Can’t thank everybody enough for all
their hard work.’’
Jones, who used a short-pit strategy to close out

the race, just couldn’t hold off Gragson in the final
laps of a race that had only four caution periods – and none in
the final 101 laps of competition.
“I’m still all-in-all very happy to come home second,’’ said

Jones, whose season got off to a rough start with a crash two
weeks ago and a 17th place in the Daytona season-opener.
There were 16 lead changes – primarily among Gragson,

Jones – a former Phoenix winner – and Trevor Bayne, who
won the 2011 DAYTONA 500 in his first try, but has raced
sparingly in the last few years. Bayne won the pole position
for Saturday’s race and his third-place finish is his second top-
five in as many starts in the No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota
this year.
Gragson’s teammate Josh Berry, Bayne, and John Hunter

Nemechek rounded out the top-five. The 19-year old Gibbs,
who races for his grandfather Joe Gibbs’ team, won last week
at Las Vegas and finished sixth on Saturday. The three Kaulig
Racing teammates A.J. Allmendinger, reigning Xfinity Series
champion Daniel Hemric and Landon Cassill finished seventh
eighth and ninth respectively and Gragson’s veteran JR Mo-
torsports teammate, Justin Allgaier completed the top-10.
Allgaier, a two-time Phoenix winner, had been running top-

five all day – even leading five laps – but was penalized for a
pit infraction on the final pit stop and had to race back through
the field.
Bayne won Stage 1 and Gragson won Stage 2 for a series

season, however, and is still ranked fourth in the championship,
10 points behind new leader Logano. Kyle Busch is third, five
points back.
Both Hendrick Motorsports’ William Byron and Penske’s

Blaney earned their first Stage wins of the season. There were
15 lead changes among six drivers.
The NASCAR Cup Series next races at the newly-renovated

Atlanta Motor Speedway in Sunday’s Folds of Honor Quik-
Trip 500 at 3 p.m. Blaney is the defending race winner on the
1.5-mile high-banks which will now feature new pavement and
progressive banking.

Noah Gragson continues hot streak with victory in Phoenix
Noah Gragson came heartbreakingly close a week ago to his

first NASCAR Xfinity Series victory of the 2022 season. On
Saturday, his No. 9 JR Motorsports Chevrolet left no doubt as
to who would be hoisting the winner’s trophy.
Gragson led 72 of the final 87 laps – a race best 114 of 200

laps on the day - to earn the win in the United Rentals 200 at
Phoenix Raceway. He passed race runner-up Brandon Jones
with 15 laps remaining, negotiated lapped traffic and ultimately
pulled away to an impressive 2.555-second win.
The 23-year old Las Vegas native and his team celebrated

the victory by scaling the wire fence on the front straightaway
and pumping their fists at the cheering crowd. It was not only
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Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com
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Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  •  Sat. 8am- Noon

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS  •  PARTS
MACON RENTAL CO.

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL SERVICE RATES

ONE HOUR LABOR $75
String Trimmer, Chainsaws, Blowers  $35

*Parts Not Included
Push/Self-Propelled Mowers  $65

*Parts Not Included
Rider/Zero Turn w/o Transmission  $115

*Parts Not Included
Rider/Zero Turn w/ Transmission  $195

*Parts Not Included

HUSTLER/ALTOZ/GRAVELY/REDMAX
General Service  *Parts Not Included $105

Transmission Only Service  *Parts Not Included $95
General & Transmission  *Parts Not Included $185
*Does not include extra/over issues, E.G. Carburetor Work

best third stage victory of the season.
The Xfinity Series races next at Atlanta Motor Speedway

with the Nalley Cars 250 scheduled for next Saturday 5 p.m.
Allgaier is the defending race winner.

NASCAR Names O’Donnell Chief Operating 
Officer; Kennedy Returns to Competition Team
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – NASCAR has announced

two key executive leadership moves, promoting Steve
O’Donnell to Chief Operating Officer and returning Ben
Kennedy to the Competition team where he will assume
a key leadership position as Senior Vice President, Rac-
ing Development & Strategy.
“With more than 25 years of NASCAR experience

across a variety of disciplines, Steve O’Donnell has
earned the respect of the entire industry, and his collab-
orative leadership in the competition space has posi-
tioned the sport for incredible growth for years to come,”
said Steve Phelps, NASCAR president. “In a short time,
Ben Kennedy has proven to be an innovative, thoughtful
leader with bold ideas and a tireless work ethic. He re-
turns to his competition roots with this new role, one in

which he will no doubt excel.”
As COO, O’Donnell will continue to provide oversight of

all NASCAR Competition and Racing Operations, while
adding Track Operations and Strategic Development to his
purview. With these added duties, all NASCAR-owned track
properties, track presidents and respective events fall under
O’Donnell’s responsibilities. 
As Chief Racing Development Officer since 2014,

O’Donnell guided vital innovative advancements, including
the introduction of the development of the Next Gen car, the
implementation of the new Playoff format for all three of
NASCAR’s national series and the enhanced race format
system that was implemented in 2017.
O’Donnell has worked in various areas in the company

since joining NASCAR in 1996 as a marketing services rep-
resentative. After being promoted to manage that group – in-
cluding work on NASCAR’s 50th Anniversary project – he
was elevated to Director of Series Marketing. From there,
he moved to Competition as Managing Director of Events
and Operations to head the All-American Series and Touring
Series before being promoted to Vice President of Racing
Operations in charge of the national series. In 2008, he was
named to Sports Business Journal’s prestigious “Forty Under
40” list.
In returning to NASCAR’s Competition team, Kennedy

will maintain oversight of the national series schedule de-
velopment, while assuming immediate oversight of Racing
Operations, Track Services/Transportation/Officiating, In-
dustry Relations and the NASCAR Touring & Weekly Se-
ries. He will work with O’Donnell in managing the areas of
at-track competition and racing innovation.
Kennedy, a former race car driver who competed at the

ARCA Menards Series, NASCAR Camping World Truck
Series and NASCAR Xfinity Series levels, has held a vari-
ety of positions within NASCAR since leaving the driver’s
seat following the 2017 season. Kennedy began his corporate
career as General Manager of the NASCAR Camping World
Truck Series before a promotion to Managing Director, Rac-
ing Operations and International Development.
Most recently, Kennedy held the position of Senior Vice

President, Strategy & Innovation, where he helped guide
overall company strategy, including developing the most dy-
namic NASCAR Cup Series schedule in 50 years in 2021
and innovating the Busch Light Clash by building a quarter-
mile oval inside the iconic Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
in February of 2022.
Both O’Donnell and Kennedy will assume their new roles

effective immediately.

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro Shops/TrueTim-
ber/BRCC Chevrolet, celebrates in the Ruoff Mortgage vic-
tory lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series United
Rentals 200 at Phoenix Raceway on March 12, 2022 in Avon-
dale, Ariz. Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

Noah Gragson, driver of the #9 Bass Pro Shops/TrueTimber/BRCC
Chevrolet, leads Brandon Jones, driver of the #19 Menards/Jeld-Wen
Toyota, Justin Allgaier, driver of the #7 BRANDT Chevrolet, and
Trevor Bayne, driver of the #18 Devotion Nutrition Toyota, during the
NASCAR Xfinity Series United Rentals 200 at Phoenix Raceway on
March 12, 2022 in Avondale, Ariz.     Photo by Logan Riely/Getty Images
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Oscar hosts
64. Exotic juice flavor
65. *Jamie Foxx won an
Oscar in 2005 for this flick
67. Bizet's "Carmen," e.g.
68. Off kilter
69. *1942's "Holiday ____,"
Oscar winner
70. Admit (2 words)
71. Afterward
72. And so on acronym
73. Took the Kool-Aid

DOWN
1. J. Edgar Hoover's man
2. Ice on a window
3. Antonym of "is"
4. Enlighten
5. Puck stopper
6. Kilimanjaro top, e.g.
7. Pronoun

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: THE OSCARS

ACROSS
1."In the Hall of the Moun-
tain King" composer
Edvard ____
6. Marlboro debris
9. *Academy Award
ceremony audience sound
13. Botch
14. Sigma ____ fraternity
15. Ten million, in India
16. Embryo sacs
17. Literary "even"
18. Tax evader's fear
19. *Most nominated
streamer in this year's
Oscar
21.*Most-nominated Black
actor in Oscar history
23. Opposite of yang
24. Lard cousin
25. *Milk ___ movie snack
28. Poetic source of Norse
mythology
30. 2020 demographic
event
35. Arrival times, acronym
37. Baseball points
39. Camelot to King Arthur
40. Actress Campbell
41. *Where Oscar-winner
"Slumdog Millionaire" was
set
43. Not in favor
44. *What Halle Berry did
when she won an Oscar in
2002
46. Jet black
47. Lively
48. Paid killers (2 words)
50. Upon
52. Rally repeater
53. Sweet-talk
55. Not outs
57. *Total Oscar nomina-
tions for "The Power of the
Dog"
60. *One of this year's

8. Hinduism follower
9. *"Parallel Mothers" nomi-
nee Penelope
10. Prospector's mother
11. Seed coat
12. Lassie, e.g.
15. Type of horse gait
20. Lemur from Madagascar
22. European Economic
Community
24. Playground attraction
25. *"Belfast" nominee,
"Shakespeare in Love" win-
ner
26. First cradles
27. Lifeboat support
29. *Denis Villeneuve's sci-fi
nominee
31. Type of tide
32. Not so crazy
33. Extremist

34. *"King Richard" nominee,
once a fresh prince
36. Give an impression
38. Land of Israel
42. Shenanigan
45. Remove claws
49. Presidential election mo.
51. Waiting on the phone (2
words)
54. Eagle's nest
56. Like the Incredibles
57. Backside
58. Boat track
59. Not odd
60. Update, as in a FitBit
61. Formerly Facebook
62. *Julia Robert's 2001
Oscar-winning role
63. Colonel or captain
64. Gangster's gun
66. ____ eater or ____ hill

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words
or less
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TRAILERS IN STOCK

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500

DUMP

TOW DOLLY

CARGO
LANDSCAPE

EQUIPMENT

In Otto since 1998!

26 West Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

Office: (828)369-6767
Fax: (828)369-2700

NOW HIRING

MUST BE ABLE TO: 
• Work on Macs using Adobe Illustrator, 

Adobe Photoshop and QuarkXPress
• Proficient Speller
• Quick Turnaround
• Able to Work on a Deadline

Please email resume and 
examples of your work to:

mmaaccoonnccoouunnttyynneewwss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
All inquiries will remain confidential.

The Macon County

& Shopping Guide

PPaarrtt--TTiimmee 
GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnneerr

PPaarrtt--TTiimmee 
GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnneerr

PPaarrtt--TTiimmee 
GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnneerr

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

Call Peter (828)524-1010

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons

GREENTHUMB LAWN SERV-
ICES Do you need Spring
Cleanup? Lawn Maintenance,
Landscaping,  Leaf Blowing,
Handyman Services. 18
Years Experience. Call
(828)421-8847.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
CLEANING PACKING OR-
GANIZING & Other Household
Services. Vacation Rental
Cleaning. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Serv-
ices (828)550-4585.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
HALL’S WINDOW Cleaning 25
Years Experience, Insured,
Great References, Call
(828)369-9662.
HANDYMAN SERVICE Paint-
ing, House Repairs and Main-
tenance, Inside and Out. Call
Tony (828)200-5770, (828)497-
6523.  Please Leave a Mes-
sage.
MURPHY’S PAINTING COM-
PANY Interior and Exterior
Painting, Sheetrock repair,
wallpaper removal, Log
Homes, Decks, Insured. Free
estimates.(828)524-1391,
(828)332-0525.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure
Washing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC.  Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More!
Licensed & Insured, Free Es-
timates (828)524-6959.
SKILLED CERTIFIED NURS-
ING Assistant/Companion,
Available 12-hour Shifts, Cook-
ing, Cleaning, Laundry. Experi-
ence working with matters of
dementia and sundowning.
(845)807-4121.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Pro-
fessional service. Reason-
able rates. NC Licensed and
fully insured. 20+ years expe-
rience. (845)807-1326.
CRANE BROS. WELL
Drilling, 6” Drilled Wells for
Farms Homes and Industries,
Free Estimates. 248 Crane
Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.

STOCKTON’S HOME Remod-
eling & Additions, Everything
from A-Z.   Free Estimates.
(828)371-5307.
MELTON’S ROOFING and
Gutter Cleaning. Give Us a Call
at cell# (828)421-6712 With All
Your Roof and Gutter Needs.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of
any kind.  40 Years, Fast/Rea-
sonable/Reliable.  (828)332-
7247.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524-2956.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems,  Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE RE-
PAIR & Service,  867 Highlands
Rd., by Franklin Flea Market.
(828)342-5135.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
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PATHWAYS FOR THE FU-
TURE INC. dba Disability Part-
ners is seeking a dynamic,
forward thinking person for the
position of Executive Director.
Disability Partners is a local
Center for Independent Living
serving 14 Counties in Western
North Carolina, with offices in
Sylva and Asheville, North Car-
olina. People with disabilities
are served through the Center
for Independent Living, Home-
care Partners and Person First
Services, a provider of the Inno-
vations Waiver through Vaya.
The Executive Director Job De-
scription and application can be
found at https://www.disability-
partners.org/employment-op-
portunities. All applicants must
submit by email: Cover Letter,
current Resume and a complete
application to: ssacco@disabili-
typartners.org. The deadline to
apply for the position is April 29,
2022 at 5:00pm. Documents
submitted after the deadline will
not be accepted. Persons with
disabilities are encouraged to
apply for the position.
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
in Sylva looking for helper elec-
tricians. Must have tools, trans-
portation, references, and
willingness to work with others.
Pay based on experience- Call
(828)631-0341 for interview.
COWEE MT. RUBY MINE Now
Hiring Seasonal and Year-round
Help. Call (828)369-5271 Ap-
pointment.
GRAPHIC DESIGNER Part-
time. Must be able to: Work on
Macs using Adobe Illustrator,
Adobe Photoshop and QuarkX-
Press, Good Speller, Quick
Turnaround. Able to Work on a
Deadline. All inquiries will re-
main confidential. Email Re-
sume and Examples of your
Work to:
maconcountynews@gmail.com
DALTONS CHRISTIAN BOOK-
STORE is hiring Retail Sales
Associate –Excellent customer
service, people skills, depend-
ability.   Apply online at: Dalton-
sChristianBook.com/contactus
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BOOTH RENTALS $20 Senior
Games, Flea Market, April  9,
Carpenter Building. Call Karen
(813)382-0700 or Cody
(828)349-2090.
BAKE SALE Saturday, March
19, 2 p.m., Currahee Brewery. All
proceeds benefit Noah Carpen-
ter, 16-year-old FHS student
fighting Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
SK828 SKATEPARK PROJ-
ECTDonation & Sponsorship In-
formation SK828franklin.org
facebook @SK828Franklin
(828)421-5188 or (828)421-
8966.
FISH FRY Friday March 18, 4:30
- 7 p.m. St. Francis Catholic
Church, 299 Maple St., fried fish
with sides and desserts. Dine-in
or Take-outs Available. Adults
$15, Childs plate $6.

QUEEN SLEEPER COUCH
Great shape, Franklin
(828)332-8255.
MILITARY SURPLUS W/C
Pants/Shirts, Jackets. Mili-
tary Boots On Sale. Cold
Weather Clothing, Field Gear,
Sleep Bags, Packs, Bags.
(828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET 10-12,
Every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local
Farmers Market. Winter Veg-
etables, Honey,  Fresh
Chicken,  Pastries, Cookies,
Preserves,  Eggs. 200 Block
East Palmer.
www.themaconcountynews.com
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20.24 ACRES unrestricted
and backs up to USFS land.
Road in place, easy access
yet very private. Gentle
slope with nice views. Desir-
able Cartoogechaye town-
ship. Tract has been
subdivided into six lots and
recorded with county.
$299,000.  Call or text
(727)460-0714.
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CUSTOM BUILT HOME
2BD/1.5BA Country Living at Its
Best. Great Views, Cowee
Community, Central Heat/Air,
No Pets. Great for adult couple.
$975/monthly, First/Last/Secu-
rity,  with References. Lease
Agreement Required.
(828)371-7760.

 

 

Rentals

M   

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Rentals

M   

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older.  Call Debbie  (941)266-
7084.
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MOVING SELLING EVERY-
THING. Furniture, Art, Large
House Plants, Old Books,
Treadmill, Vintage Collectibles
& More! Off Sanderstown Road.
Hours most days. Call to
Schedule  (954)815-5197.
HUGE INDOOR YARD SALE!
Redken, Pureology, Paul Mitchell
and tons of beauty supplies. Dan-
sko shoes, antiques, furniture,
yard art, decor, JEWELRY and
more. 308 Depot Street next door
to Sophisticut now through April
2. Monday through Friday 9-5,
Saturday 9-2.
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YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW TRAILBLAZERSNEW SILVERADOS NEW EQUINOXS
FROM
$37,900

FROM
$24,000

FROM
$24,900

PR
E-

OW
NE

D 
IN

VE
NT

OR
Y

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

We now offer
Window Tint
service!

Serv-Pro sanitizes our entire dealership using EPA approved hospital grade cleaning sollutions adhering to CDC guidelines

CARS

SUVS
TRUCKSMILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2022 BMW Alpina XB7 536
2022 BMW 530 240
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2021 Kia K5 LXS 4,963
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196
2021 Chevrolet Spark 1,167
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2019 Chevrolet Sonic 59,039
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009
2019 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 56,048
2019 Volkswagen Beetle 42,676
2018 Chevrolet Cruze LS 54,872
2018 Toyota Camry 60,256
2015 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 15,349
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261
2015 Buick LaCrosse 104,189
2014 Chevrolet Cruze 113,152
2013 Hyundia Elantra 55,328
2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan Luxury 73,798
2008 Corvette Coupe 9,007

2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier 23,547
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 4,798
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,918
2021 Kia Telluride S 8,173
2021 Toyota Highlander 1,996
2021 Chevrolet Suburban 388

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2021 Ford Bronco Badlands AWD 1,237
2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier AWD 16,427
2021 Jeep Wrangle High Altitude 17,132
2020 Tahoe Premier 4x4 24,476
2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT 14,559
2020 Cadillac Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261
2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT 27,594
2020 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 14,430
2020 Hyundai Palisade 34,462
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696
2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751
2019 Chevrolet Express 2500 12,089
2019 GMC Terrain 63,316
2018 Chevrolet Tahoe 84,386
2018 Volkswagen Atlas 3.6L V6 SE 71,947
2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441
2017 Volkswagen Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition 59,132
2016 Buick Enclave CXL AWD 81,859
2015 Chevrolet Equinox IT AWD 87,398
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2012 Chevrolet Traverse 120,790

2022 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD High Country 3,761
2022 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 489
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 651
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 15,112
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 5,822

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 435
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 16,244
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 8,432
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 209
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
2020 Ram 3500 Dump Truck 19,267
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,601
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD 1,205
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD HC Diesel 23,536
2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2020 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2019 Toyota Tacoma TRD 4x4 43,577
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2019 GMC Sierra 1500 18,811
2019 Nissan Frontier SV 4x4 60,592
2019 Toyota Tacoma SR5 43,420
2018 Chevrolet Colorado Z-71 23,542
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 104,810
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 31,379
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 55,201
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2017 Ram Nightfall 1500 4x4 79,143
2016 Ram Diesel Crew 2500 60,495
2015 Chevrolet Colorado 95,530
2012 Chevrolet Colorado LT w/1LT 117,555
2012 GMC Sierra 2500 Diesal 192,749
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