
Diane Peltz - Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met on Monday, Jan.
24, for its regularly scheduled meeting. A discussion of pro-
tocols from the recently released updated NC Toolkit, re-
garding COVID 19 ensued. The NC Toolkit is used to guide
schools in making decisions
regarding COVID-19 issues,
such as mask wearing, so-
cial distancing and quaran-
tine times. 

Superintendent Dr. Chris
Baldwin provided informa-
tion on the updates from the toolkit from Jan. 10, 2022.  

"It's a fluid situation, due to the number of quarantine days
down from 10 days to 5 days,” stated Baldwin.  

The following is taken directly from the toolkit and it
shows the difficulty in trying to implement the new stan-
dards. These are the updated criteria to remain or return to
school:

“Diagnosis: Person has tested positive with an antigen test
but does not have symptoms of COVID-19 and is not known
to be a close contact to someone diagnosed with COVID-
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19.
"If the person has a repeat PCR/molecular test performed

in a laboratory within 24 – 48 hours of their positive antigen
test, and that PCR/molecular test is negative: the positive
antigen test can be considered a false positive and the person
can immediately return to school; OR

“If the person does not
have a repeat PCR/molecular
test, or has one within 24 – 48
hours and it is also positive,
the person can return to
school 5 days after the speci-
men collection date of the

first positive test, as long as they did not develop symptoms.
The person must continue to mask for an additional 5 days
to minimize risk of infecting others. The person is not re-
quired to have documentation of a negative test in order to
return to school.

“Diagnosis: Person has tested positive with a PCR/mole-
cular test but the person does not have symptoms. Person
can return to school 5 days after the specimen collection date

Principals in the Saturday night celebration of Burns Night prepare to toast to the Haggis, a tradition practiced throughout the world
at events honoring Scotland’s most revered poet, Robert Burns.  Held each year at Tartan Hall  of the First Presbyterian Church in
Franklin, Burns Night follows a prescribed order employed at celebrations worldwide. Known forever as the National Poet of Scot-
land, Burns’ works have endured more than 250 years, including “Ode to a Mouse,” “Address to a Haggis” and the familiar New
Year’s Eve song, “Auld Lang Syne.”  For more photos see page 12. Photo by Ellen Randall
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"It's a fluid situation, due to the number of
quarantine days down from 10 days to 5 days.”

 – Dr. Chris Baldwin
Macon County Schools Superintendent
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may not have the results until they are out of
the 5 day quarantine. 

The update continues:
“Exposure:  Person in a mask optional set-

ting for whom an exception to exclusion does
not apply and has been in close contact with
someone with COVID-19” Person must be
excluded from school for 5 days after expo-
sure. Person may return to school after exclu-
sion if asymptomatic but must continue to

wear a mask for an additional 5 days, for a
total of 10 days after exposure. The 5 days of
exclusion begins on the day after the last
known close contact with the COVID-19 pos-
itive individual. They should test on day 5, if
possible. If symptoms occur, person should
immediately isolate until a test either con-
firms COVID-19, or a negative result rules it
out.

“Exposure (exemption vaccinated)  Person
has been in close contact with someone with
COVID-19 and is in one of the following
groups: 

• They are 18 years of age and have re-
ceived their primary series AND booster, if

eligible. 
• They are between the ages of 5-17 and

have completed a primary series of COVID-
19 vaccines. Boosters are not required to
meet this exception for this age group. Per-
son does not need to be excluded from
school if they have had no symptoms after
being a close contact to someone with
COVID-19 The person must continue to
wear a mask for 10 days after the exposure to

minimize the risk of infecting others and
should get tested on day 5, if possible.

“Exposure (exemption masked exposure):
Person does not need to be excluded from
school if masks were being worn appropri-
ately and consistently by both the person
with COVID-19 and the potential exposed
person. This applies to exposures in class-
rooms, other in-school settings, extracurric-
ular activities, including athletic activities
and school transportation.

“Exposure (Exemption Infection in past
90 days): Person has been in close contact
with someone with COVID-19 and had con-
firmed COVID-19 within the last 90 days
(tested positive using a viral test):

• Person does not need to be excluded
from school if they have had no symptoms
after being a close contact to someone with
COVID-19. The person must continue to
wear a mask for 10 days after the exposure to
minimize the risk of infecting others and
should get tested on day 5, if possible.

• Person has been in close contact with
someone with COVID-19 and had con-
firmed COVID-19 within the last 90 days
(tested positive using a viral test). Person in
a mask required setting and has been in close
contact with someone with COVID-19 in
which one or both individuals were not
wearing a mask the entire time.

“Individuals in a mask-required school
setting do NOT need to be excluded from
school after a close contact, including un-
masked exposures (e.g., during lunch or ex-
tracurricular activities), if they have no
symptoms. Individuals with unmasked ex-
posures in a mask required school setting
should get tested on the day of notification of
exposure and as close to day 5 after expo-
sure as possible and must wear a mask in
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A SKATE PARK DESIGN MEETING with Brian Siedlecki, president of Pillar Design Stu-
dios will be held Thursday, Jan. 27, at 5:30 p.m., at the Franklin Town Council chambers
at Town Hall.Siedlecki will be showing 3D models and talking about each design element
of the new skate park to be constructed at Franklin's new sports park at Sunny Side
(formerly known as The Whitmire Property.) 

Continued from page 1
SCHOOL BOARD
of their positive test as long as they did not
develop symptoms. The person must continue
to mask for an additional 5 days to minimize
risk of infecting others. Person can return to
school when: 

• It has been at least 5 days after the first
day of symptoms; AND

• It has been at least 24 hours since the per-
son had a fever (without using fever reducing
medicine); AND

• Other symptoms of COVID-19 are im-
proving. The person is not required to have
documentation of a negative test in order to
return to school. The person must continue to
wear a mask for 10 days after the first day of
symptoms to minimize the risk of infecting
others

“Symptoms: Person has symptoms of
COVID-19 and has tested positive with an
antigen test or PCR/molecular test.  Person
can return to school when • It has been at least
5 days after the first day of symptoms; AND

• It has been at least 24 hours since the per-
son had a fever (without using fever reducing
medicine); AND

• Other symptoms of COVID-19 are im-
proving. The person is not required to have
documentation of a negative test in order to
return to school. The person must continue to
wear a mask for 10 days after the first day of
symptoms to minimize the risk of infecting
others.”

One problem that results when a person has
a PCR test done, is that results can take sev-
eral days. As Dr. Baldwin pointed out, they

school settings. This exemption applies to
in-school exposures as described above as
well as non-household, out-of school expo-
sures. While the individual does not need to
be excluded from the school setting, quaran-
tine measures may still apply in non-school
settings. If testing supply is limited, priority
should be given to testing of students partic-
ipating in athletics because of the higher risk
of transmission in that setting.”

It was also brought to the board's attention
that the positivity rate was 36.32% which
puts Macon in the red category for high
transmission. 

Macon Middle School and Union Acad-
emy both had to return to remote learning for
three days  due the number of teachers in
quarantine.

After much discussion including parents
speaking out in the comment portion of the
meeting and taking everything into consid-
eration the board voted unanimously to up-
hold the mask optional mandate.

Other business
Todd Gibbs reported on the Iotla Valley

Elementary School geothermal breach.  He
stated that MSM Solutions was the only
company  that submitted a bid for the geot-
hermal repairs.  The price for repairs to the
controls would cost $74,819 and the piping
repair cost would be $575,640. An agree-
ment is pending for them to begin work in
the near future. Gibbs also reported that
there is a leak somewhere, could be under
the parking lot. Custodians are adding water
daily. Some 200 gallons had to be added on
Monday. Aside from tearing up the parking
lot, Gibbs noted that just because there is a
"wet spot" in the parking lot doesn't mean
the leak is coming from underneath. More
inspections will need to be done in order to
find the exact location of the leak, if that is
even possible.

Curriculum Director Josh Lynch reported
on the progress from the state mandated
"LETRS" training. Lynch explained that the
training was going well, teachers were en-
gaged and they reported that the course is
very beneficial to them. Several workdays
have been set aside for the teachers to con-
tinue with this training.

Lynch also spoke about the summer
school program for this year. As of now, two
schools will be offering summer school
classes to second and third graders for the
RTA (Read to Achieve) program, which will
be held at East Franklin Elementary School.
Those dates are July 6-8 and 11-14.

A summer program for ESL (English as a
second language) for grades two and four
will be held at Cartoogechaye  Elementary
School on July 11-14 and July 18- 22.

The next meeting of the School Board will
be held on Feb. 28, at 6 p.m., in the Franklin
Administrative Office. 
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Bill delaying N.C. primaries 
further sharply divides parties 

Jordan Wilkie – Carolina Public Press

Politicians are maneuvering, the courts are
set to deliberate and voters are continuing to
wait for finalized political maps and a date
for the North Carolina 2022 primary elec-
tions. 

Last Wednesday, Republicans passed a bill
on party-line votes in the House and Senate
to again delay the primary elections, this time
to June. This comes in the context of the po-
litical and legal fight over the state’s redis-
tricting maps, which could shape the political
future of the state’s legislature and U.S. Con-
gressional delegation for at least a decade. 

The current maps, which the legislature
drew in the fall, would all but lock in Repub-
lican control over state politics. If the court
overturns those maps, Democrats have a
chance to land on a more even playing field
in a state whose geography slightly favors
Republicans but votes nearly 50-50 in
statewide races. 

After a Democratic Party-affiliated group
and two pro-democracy advocacy groups
sued the state legislature over the maps they
drew in the fall, the state Supreme Court de-
layed the elections from March to May to
give courts time to review the case. 

Republicans now aim for an additional
delay to give the legislature time to redraw
the political maps should the court rule the
current maps violate the state constitution. 

In the state courts’ landmark redistricting
case from 2002, called Stephenson, the
courts ruled the maps were unconstitutional,
created some new requirements for drawing
maps, then asked the legislature to try again,
said Michael Bitzer, a professor of political
science and history at Catawba College. 

Political map-drawing “is an inherently
legislative duty,” Bitzer said. 

Both through legal filings in the lawsuit
and in public statements supporting post-
ponement of the primaries until June, Re-
publican leadership stresses the importance
of the General Assembly being able to draw,
then redraw the maps.

But courts can and have, both at the state
and federal levels, put conditions on how the
legislature can redraw maps once their first
attempts are deemed unconstitutional. They
could appoint a “special master,” or inde-
pendent outside expert, to review the maps
before the courts approve them, Bitzer said. 

The Supreme Court could also decide to go
with an entirely different process should it
deem the maps unconstitutional. In 2018, the
Republican-controlled legislature made ap-
pellate judicial elections partisan. Now, the
state’s highest court sits four Democrats and
three Republicans, perhaps explaining Re-
publican anxiety over the decision and tim-
ing of drawing new maps. 

“Never be surprised by anything that hap-
pens in North Carolina politics nowadays,”
Bitzer said. 

Timelines and justifications 
The state Supreme Court is scheduled to

hear the redistricting case on Feb. 2. The
court will then have to issue a ruling, a
process that often takes months but in this
case is expected to take only days. 

If the court rules that there is no problem
with the maps, there seems to be little issue
with carrying out the elections on the current
timeline. 

The debate starts with the possibility that
the state Supreme Court rules that the maps
are unconstitutional. In that case, either the
legislature or a special master will need to re-
draw the maps. 

In order to run elections on the current
schedule with primaries on May 17, the State
Board of Elections will need finalized maps
no later than Feb. 23, according to Board
spokesperson Pat Gannon. 

Republicans say that is not enough time for
the court to make its decision and for the leg-
islature to redraw the maps. 

Speaking for the Democrats, House mi-
nority leader Robert Reives, II said the legis-
lature should not interfere with the court’s
schedule before it even has a chance to hear
the case, let alone make a decision. 

Each party claims that, if it doesn’t get its
way, voters will lose confidence in the elec-
tion. Reives said passing the bill gives the ap-
pearance that the legislature is interfering
with the courts. 

During discussion on the Senate Redis-
tricting and Elections committee, Republican
co-chair Warren Daniel said passing the bill
will reduce voter confusion. 

Neither politician provided any evidence
for those claims. 

Daniel also stated that delaying the pri-
mary date would give potential candidates
more time to decide whether they would like
to run, and which district to run in. 

Both in that Senate committee and on the
House floor, Democrats asked about the tim-
ing of the June primary, which is currently
scheduled for the last week of school.
Schools often close and serve as voting loca-
tions on election days, but that would likely
not be an option in the final week of classes,
making it more difficult to find places to
vote. 

Gov. Roy Cooper has not said whether he
will veto the bill. If he does, the unanimous
Democratic opposition to the bill in the leg-
islature would suggest Republicans would
not have enough votes to override the veto. 

Instead of commenting on the veto,
Cooper’s press secretary, Jordan Monaghan
said “legislators should avoid additional at-
tempts to undermine the voting process.” 

Monaghan did not respond to questions
about how a further postponement of the
election would undermine voting. The State
Board of Elections will be able to run the pri-
maries on May 17 or June 7, according to
Gannon.

MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC      (828) 369-8296   

MaconFurnitureMart.com

BRAEMAR  SOFA
$699

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

HARLESON  SOFA
$799

SHEWSBURY  SOFA
$499
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SStt.. VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss
FFeebbrruuaarryy 1144 tthh

LLooccaatteedd iinn OOttttoo,, NNCC --
11 mmiillee NNoorrtthh ooff tthhee SSttaattee LLiinnee
LLooookk ffoorr tthhee BBIIGG RREEDD HHEEAARRTTSS
1111448855 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRooaadd,, OOttttoo,, NNCC

882288..552244..22882299
CCAALLLL OORR SSHHOOPP OONNLLIINNEE wwwwww..tthheefflloowweerrccoommppaannyynncc..ccoomm

Serving Franklin, Highlands and Clayton, GA
Florist & Flower Farm

RRoosseess && 
MMiixxeedd AArrrraannggeemmeennttss
*FREE MYLAR BALLOON

*On all orders placed by Feb. 4th

Janice Cummings & Kris Sterrie, Owners

CREATIVE FRAMING
482 Depot St., Franklin, NC • 828-349-4468

creativeframing@dnet.net • creativeframing.info

Monday,  Fe bruary  1 4

Challenges remain for downtown dog park 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

It took a while for the
“new” dog park on Phillips
Street to open, but it did so
about a year ago and has
been a bustle of furry frol-
icking and wagging tails
ever since. Grass growth is-
sues delayed the opening,
but Macon County Parks
and Recreation Director
Seth Adams said the turf
fescue grass is holding up
fairly well.

Even on cold days, every
imaginable breed, from the
tiny teacup chihuahuas to
bear-sized Great Pyrenees
congregate – with their
caretakers – inside the two
enclosures. One fenced-in
area is for more fragile,
smaller breeds, while the
other side is for medium to
larger breeds. Yet, depend-
ing on the individual dog’s
demeanor, toughness, etc., sometimes the size difference in
the dogs at play is vast. 

Adams explained that the goal of waiting and letting the
grass grow before opening the $125,000-price-tag park was
to make sure the park did not turn into a mud pit, which is
what often happens to the dog park on the Little Tennessee
River Greenway, which is next to wetlands and is prone to
flooding. 

Lately, a few muddy spots have developed in the newer
Macon County Dog Park and the grass is bare in spots. 

“So we will close the new one down for two to three
weeks and reseed in the spring, depending on the weather,”
said Adams. “We will look at timing based on the best time
for grass to germinate. The stand of grass is not exactly
what it needs to be and we are starting to see some wear
and tear. We will give as much notice as we can; in the
meantime people can use the old dog park at the Greenway
and eventually that one will be closed down.

“We’ve filled in the holes a few times with sand and dirt
and then dogs have dug them back out. We’re hoping the

new grass will fix the problem. And we’re also taking bids
to pour concrete pads at the gate, because that has – even
though there is mulch there – become a muddy mess at
times. We are hoping a concrete pad will help ease that
problem.” 

Daily, an average of a half-dozen to a dozen people –
with their dogs, of course – will congregate at one time at
the park, which offers bags for cleaning up after the dogs,
a water station, bathrooms, plenty of parking, and a gravel
walking path that encircles the fenced-in play areas. At least
six benches, shaded areas, and a recently built free library
are also on the premises. 

“The most I’ve seen there at one time is 17 dogs,” said
Adams. “Some non-dog people said the park would never
be used regularly, but that is certainly not the case. It’s pop-
ular.”

In fact, everyone from full-time to seasonal residents as
well as visitors and long-term campers have used the park
for their dogs to run and play and socialize. 

Parks and Recreation is tasked with maintaining the park,
but Adams said park goers are
keeping it clean. 

“I don’t get complaints about
people not cleaning up after their
dogs. I was concerned about that.
My employees keep the bath-
rooms cleaned and empty the
trash, but they typically don’t
have to clean up after dogs.”

As is the case with all the parks
in Macon County, evidence of
homelessness and drug use is
sometimes an issue at the dog
park. 

“That’s everywhere, but for the
most part, the park has been clean
and it’s a real benefit to the com-
munity,” noted Adams. Regarding
evidence of discarded drug para-
phernalia around the park, Adams
cautioned, “Protect yourself.
Don’t ever pick up anything with
bare hands.”

About a year ago, the new Macon County Dog Park opened on Phillips Street in downtown Fran
klin. The grass is still not fully established and Parks and Recreation director Seth Adams pre-
dicts the park will be closed this spring to reseed.
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streetsoffranklinnc.org
Sponsored by The Streets of Franklin Heritage Association, Town of Franklin, & TDA and TDC

Saturday, February 12
Main Street • Downtown Franklin • 11am  - 4pm

we love our locals

COME OUT TO DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN.
We will be playing love songs and the streets will be decorated with 
red & white balloons for Valentine’s Day. Be sure to visit the stores 

and register for the WE LOVE OUR LOCALS Gift Basket giveaway, to drawn on
Saturday, February 26. Also some merchants will be giving away candy kisses.

Rediscover Our Hometown of Franklin
Celebrating the whole month of february

278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

©2022 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18DUONPC1

THE CLASSY FLEA
2 Miles South of Franklin O% 441

51 Union Otto Daycare Road, Franklin, NC
828-421-7782 • tlknich@dnet.net

Sweetheart Deals

Antiques, Good Stuff & Cool Junk

Thursday - Saturday 9am-5pm

Shop

this Valentine’s Day
110066 PPoorrtteerr SSttrreeeett •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC    ((882288))552244--55555555

M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4

882288--663344--00004400
9944 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

Doodlebugs
HHoommee DDééccoorr •• AArrttwwoorrkk •• GGiiffttss 

Find Your Happy Place!

SSeett tthhee mmoooodd wwiitthh ccaannddlleess!!
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72 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

828.524.2956

thekitchensinkinc.com

Give �he Gift o� 
Sweet & Savor� Baking

Who says you can’t have it all?

9” Pie Dish

13x9” Rectangular
Baking Dish

11” Oval Dish

  

REG.$243 SALE $119.99

((882288)) 336699--99444400     3388 EE.. MMAAIINN SSTT..  ••  FFRRAANNKKLLIINN,, NNCC

TThhee BBeesstt SSmmaallll JJeewweellrryy
SSttoorree iinn tthhee MMoouunnttaaiinnss.. J EWELERS

MMoonn..--FFrrii..
1100aamm--55ppmm

A
 you need is

77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
Downtown Franklin, NC 

ROOTANDBARREL.COM

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss DDaayy 
WWeeeekkeenndd

serving Specialty Items

GGaalleennttiinnee’’ss DDaayy
Specials for the Ladies

FFrriiddaayy,,
SSaattuurrddaayy && MMoonnddaayy

CCaallll ffoorr RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss
882288..336699..33666633

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 11AM-8PM • Friday & Saturday 11AM-9PM
Drinks & Appetizers 3-5PM

BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

MMOONN--FFRRII  1100--77    
SSAATT  99--99  ••  SSUUNN  1122--55

24 E. MAIN ST. 
FRANKLIN, NC 
828.369.7300

OOppeenn VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss DDaayy
1100 AAMM –– 99 PPMM

STATE LINE SPIRITS
706-746-2005 8340 Hwy. 441 N, Dillard, GA 30537

M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4
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ATTENTION
IMPORT VEHICLE OWNERS!
You no longer have to travel out of
town to the dealer for service!
We are authorized to perform the 

maintenance necessary to maintain your
vehicle warranty. Call today or stop by 

and see us for an appointment. 
We look forward to serving you.

828-369-6111
FRANKLIN FOREIGN AUTOMOTIVE

6247 GEORGIA RD. • FRANKLIN, NC

MASTER CERTIFIED

Valentine’s Special

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

64 Stewart St., Franklin, NC 28734
(828)524-3223

www.AprilsFlowersOnMain.com

Love
is in
the
air
at

AApprriill’’ss FFlloowweerrss oonn MMaaiinnAApprriill’’ss FFlloowweerrss oonn MMaaiinn

VVaa VVaa
BBlloooommVVaa VVaa
BBlloooomm

37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC
828.369.1612

Shop 
Local

AARRTT,, BBAATTHH && CCAANNDDLLEESS

52 Sanderstown Rd.
Franklin, NC 

678.508.3421
Located behind 

Cowee Mountain Clay Pottery

oané Gallery 

#artofpoane

Art of Poane

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg 
iinn aallll 
nnaattuurraall 

ssooyy ccaannddlleess
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Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!

HEALTH
Let’s unite as a community to support new AMC 

Clint Kendall CEO/CNO 
Angel Medical Center

The New Year has always symbolized excit-
ing things to me: new places, ideas, and op-
portunities for growth — in short, a time to
start over. Being open to experiencing anything
new means that we experience complex feel-
ings, both positive and negative. These include
excitement, possibility, uncertainty, and even
fear. 

Not unlike any of us, Angel Medical Center
has evolved and adapted to changes in the com-
munity and healthcare in the 98 years since its
founding. Something I’m consistently encour-
aged and inspired by is that, since Day One, this
community has supported Angel over these decades. I believe
community members have always valued the fact that the hos-
pital is a consistent force for good. No matter what was hap-
pening, we could be counted on to provided top-notch,
compassionate care when you needed it most. 

The past decade has been an intense time of transition for
Angel Medical Center — just like it has been for the entire
healthcare industry. What I’m most proud of is that, despite all
the changes our hospital has seen, we remain comfortingly the
same. No matter what new technology we acquire, how best care
practices shift, and what curveballs this stubborn COVID-19
pandemic throws at us, we’re consistently here for you, whether
you need emergency care, inpatient needs, or routine care. The
overarching goal that guides us today is the same one that Dr.
Furman Angel looked to in 1924 when he opened the first iter-
ation of our hospital, so he could deliver community-focused,

extraordinary care with a caring touch. 
Back to point that change is anything but

easy. There are bumps in the road and growing
pains in addition to confidence-boosting wins
in the shaping of any institution, and the same
holds true for Angel. This reality brings me
back to the changes that my own family and I
have experienced this past year, as we relo-
cated here to Franklin. It all sounded thrilling
to my 9-year-old son — until we rolled out of
our old home’s driveway and started the jour-
ney to an unknown town and address. It was
then that reality hit. Since he’s a child, he had
to put his faith in my wife and me, and in God,
about his next life chapter. 

I think we all know how much we can learn
from our own children, and my son said something quite pro-
found during this time. He decided that if he stayed focused
on the past, he’d never know what the future holds for him.
Truer words have never been said.

As my son opened his mind and heart to our new life, there
was a person who became a loving, pivotal support as he be-
came accustomed to his new life and surroundings. It was
his fourth grade teacher at Ilota Valley Elementary School,
Mrs. Jenkins. She made him feel special and accepted him
for who he was, which is something all of us need. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Jenkins and all of
the Ilota Valley staff for making a real difference in my
child’s life, and I know that they do the same thing for every
child there. 

You may be wondering why I chose to share this story. It’s
because I see a strong parallel as Angel Medical Center is
embarking on an enormous period of change as we approach
the opening of our new facility. A brand new, state-of-the-
art, expanded facility is a rarity in a rural community, a true
gift we are all preparing to receive. In addition to being a
gift, the new Angel Medical Center is a critical, historic in-
vestment in our special community, one that will fuel even
more growth for Macon County. The future is ours to write.

Since our inception, the Angel Medical Center staff has
always been highly committed to caring for our community
members — after all, you are their neighbors. There are hun-
dreds individuals who have worked tirelessly over the last
two years to ensure that their community received the best
care possible, as we took on the ever-changing reality that is
the pandemic, and their dedication is unwavering, remaining
just as strong as it has always been.

As we go through transitions, it can feel easy to point out
what’s not going well, and I’m here to talk to you if you ex-
perience a problem or feel we have made a decision you
don’t agree with. I would ask that you also consider all that
we do for our patients that is right and good, and to imagine
if your son or daughter was on the receiving end of our care.
I welcome the chance to talk with you directly if you have an
issue you’d like to discuss; my door is always open. 

We’re much more powerful together than separate, so if
we can keep our eyes on the prize of supporting the new
Angel Medical Center, we will all be part of the light that
makes a difference and helps to create a better future for
Franklin and Macon County. 

All of us at Angel are proud to be here for you 24/7 in our
Emergency Department, and in the rest of the hospital as
well. We’re also Stroke Care Accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, and our scores reflect the difference we make, since
we know that “time is brain,” or that every second counts
when suffering a stroke. 

As we reflect on the past, we can at the same time look
toward a bright future with high expectations. I’m happy to
be here for the community, and encourage you to contact me
with concerns and questions at Clint.Kendall@HCAHealth-
care.com, or call the main number.

Clint Kendall, CEO/CNO

Virtual dementia education 
series starts this February 

The Alzheimer’s Association chapters in North Carolina
and the Parkinson Association of the Carolinas are kicking
off the first program this February in their Under the Demen-
tia Umbrella Series, a four-part virtual education series taking
place across North Carolina from February through August.

Dementia is not a single disease, but rather an overall term
— like heart disease — that covers a wide range of specific
medical conditions, including its most common form,
Alzheimer’s disease. This series will take a deeper dive into
various disorders that fall under the umbrella of dementia.

“Confusion between Alzheimer’s disease and other forms
of dementia is common,” said Katherine L. Lambert, CEO of
the Alzheimer’s Association, Western Carolina Chapter.
“Learning about the differences between them is important

and can empower individuals living with any form of de-
mentia, their families and their caregivers with necessary
knowledge.”

Part one of the series — “Mind, Movement, Memory: UN-
DERstanding Parkinson’s Disease and Lewy Body Demen-
tia” — will take place on Thursday, Feb. 3 from 6:00 - 7:30
p.m. Learn more about Parkinson's disease, Lewy body de-
mentia and their connections. Dementia with Lewy bodies
(DLB) is the second most common cause of dementia and
leads to a progressive decline in thinking, reasoning and in-
dependent function because of the presence of Lewy bodies.
Lewy bodies are also found in several other brain disorders,
including Parkinson's disease, Parkinson's disease dementia,
and to a lesser degree in Alzheimer's disease. Many people
with both DLB and Parkinson’s disease have hallmark brain
changes linked to Alzheimer’s disease. This program will be
presented by Mark Pippinger, M.D., a specialist in Behavioral
Neurology at Novant Health Memory Care – Southpark.

"When people diagnosed with Parkinson's disease hear the
phrase Lewy Bodies with Parkinson's they are confused and
not sure where to go for information,” said Ann Marie Wor-
man, Executive Director of the Parkinson Association of the
Carolinas. “Should they seek out Parkinson's or dementia re-
lated resources, this educational opportunity will help clear
up some confusion related to cognitive/dementia issues in
Parkinson's."

Remaining programs in the series are:
• April - Frontotemporal Degeneration (FTD)
• June - Depression, Addiction and Dementia
• August - Vascular Dementia and Heart Health for Brain

Health
The series is offered in partnership with The Age Coach

and Senior Care Authority. Each webinar will offer expert
speakers, guest panelists, and time for discussion. Webinars
are open to the general public and individuals and families
affected by dementia. There is no charge to participate, but
registration is required and a recording of each program will
be made available to all registrants.  Attendees can attend via
video/webinar or through a toll-free number. To sign up, visit
tinyurl.com/DementiaUmbrella2022 or call 1-800-272-3900.

Mountain Medical
Directory
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SCC to host job fairs in February 

This spring, Southwestern Community
College’s Career Services will be holding a
pair of Job Fairs featuring area employers for
students and all area residents seeking em-
ployment in a wide variety of fields.

Both events will be held in the Burrell
Building on SCC’s Jackson Campus in Sylva.

The first, a Healthcare Job & Career Fair, is
set for 1-4 p.m. on Feb. 10. It’s an opportu-
nity to meet with area healthcare providers
about their job openings, and representatives
from Southwestern’s Health Sciences divi-
sion will be available to talk about all 16 ca-
reer fields in which the college offers
training.

Two weeks later, a general career fair fea-
turing employers from all sectors will be held
from 1-4 p.m. on Feb. 24. They’ll be looking
to hire individuals to fill everything from pro-
fessional full-time to part-time and seasonal
positions as well as internships. 

“In all my years of helping connect
prospective employees with employment op-
portunites, there’s never been a better time to

be job-hunting,” said Michael Despeaux,
SCC’s Director of Career Services. “I’m
thrilled with the quality and number of em-
ployers who’ve already registered to set up
booths at both these job fairs, and I’m confi-
dent these will be very successful events.”

Both fairs are open to alumni and the pub-
lic, including local high school students look-
ing for part-time, seasonal or summer jobs. 

Working with Despeaux to help area high
school students attend the job fairs have been
April McNiff and Jodie Waldroup, who are
part of SCC’s high school partnership efforts.

“We’ve been working closely with our
local high schools to make arrangements for
their students to attend the general career fair
(Feb. 24),” McNiff said. “We’re excited to
help them explore and practice better em-
ployability skills.”

Hights and myFutureNC are other organi-
zations that have been instrumental in pro-
moting the events to new job seekers in
public schools.

Job-seekers are encouraged to dress pro-

fessionally and bring a resume.
The snow date for both events would be

March 24 with Healthcare in the morning and
the general fair in the afternoon.

For more information about these events
and SCC’s Career Services, contact Des-
peaux at 828.339.4212 or
m_despeaux@southwesterncc.edu.

Michael Despeaux (left), who is SCC’s Director of Career Services, stands beside Dr. Mark Ellison,
SCC’s Director of Enrollment Services, at SCC’s Healthcare Job Fair last fall in Sylva.

CAROLINA
EQUIPMENT

RReennttaall
EEqquuiippmmeenntt

((882288)) 334499--33339999

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg
&& CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
((882288)) 334499--33339900

66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344

WWee ccaann hheellpp wwiitthh::
GGrraaddiinngg &&  RRooaadd RReeppaaiirr
RRoocckk && GGrraavveell HHaauulliinngg
EExxccaavvaattiinngg •• BBaacckkhhooee

LLaanndd CClleeaarriinngg ••WWaatteerr && SSeewweerr

U.S. CORPORATIONs • ESTATEs, LLCs, TRUSTs
AT EAGLE TAX BREAKS, we believe in

Accuracy. Integrity. Personal Service.
1090 HIGHLANDS ROAD • FRANKLIN, NC 28734 • 828-524-1140

We print 1099 and W2 forms for small businesses
and provide bookkeeping and payroll services year round. WE ARE READY TO

E-FILE FOR YOU!
When you’re 
ready to file, 
we are ready 
for you! 

Serving WNC for 24 Years$25 OFF
Tax Preparation
Additional $25 credit
on your bill for NEW CLIENTS

Across from Food Lion

Not Your Ordinary Tax Service!

Please present coupon upon arrival
VETERAN OWNED 

& OPERATED!

EEAAGGLLEE TTAAXX BBRREEAAKKSS PPLLUUSS

CALL FOR DROP OFF OPTIONS • CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE

How to spot scam debt collectors
Attorney General 
Josh Stein

If you have bills that are
past due, you might be
contacted by a debt col-
lector. But don’t be
fooled: scammers often
impersonate debt collec-
tors to try to convince
people that they owe un-
paid debts or try to scare
or threaten people to col-
lect on non-existent debt.
Being contacted by a le-
gitimate debt collector can
be stressful on its own –
make sure that you look
for these signs to help you
spot any scam artists. 

If you’ve been contacted by someone
about a debt they claim you owe, do some
homework to make sure the debt and the
collector are real. Get the name of the caller,
the name of the collection company, its ad-
dress, and its phone number. You can verify
that this company is licensed by contacting
the North Carolina Secretary of State and
the  North Carolina Department of Insur-
ance. 

You should also confirm information that
debt collectors are legally required to give
you: 

• the amount of the debt
• the name of the current creditor
• how to get the name of the original cred-

itor
• how to dispute the debt if you don’t

think it’s correct. 
A telling sign of a scammer is the usage of

threatening or aggressive language. Re-
member that debt collectors cannot use in-

appropriate language, call
you again and again, or
threaten to arrest you or
take other actions, such as
suspending your driver’s li-
cense, reporting you to im-
migration authorities, or
calling your employer. If
you’re being threated, the
debt collector is either a
scammer or breaking the
law. Hang up and report the
call to NCDOJ’s Consumer
Protection Division (1-877-
5-NO-SCAM) and the FTC
(ftc.gov/complaint).

Do not give out personal
information such as your
address, social security

number, or birthdate to anyone who calls
you, including someone claiming to be a
debt collector. Real debt collectors already
have this information. 

Previously, debt collectors were only able
to call you or send you a letter. Now, they
can also contact you via text message, email,
and social media. But if they contact you on
social media, but they must follow certain
rules. They cannot send you a message that
others can see, they must identify themselves
as a debt collector, and they have to tell you
how you can opt out of social media com-
munications. 

If you have any questions about debt col-
lectors, you can learn more at ftc.gov/debt-
collection or at
h t t p s : / / n c d o j . g o v / p r o t e c t i n g -
consumers/credit-and-debt/debt-collec-
tors/. If you have a complaint or are unsure
about a debt collector,  call us at 1-877-5-
NO-SCAM or https://ncdoj.gov/file-a-com-
plaint/. 

Josh Stein
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Letters to the EditorWhat’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

On Monday night the High-
lands Planning Board com-
pleted a review of the draft
proposal for amending  town
ordinances related to short
term rentals. Their recommen-
dations have now been sent to
the Highlands Town Board for
review.  I anticipate the board
holding several special work
sessions to process the plan-
ning board’s work and recom-
mendations.

I want to thank all of the Highlands Planning Board
members for the hard work and diligence that they put
forward in addressing this critical issue.  I, along with
the town board, appreciate their extraordinary effort.
Now, the town board will have to get to work in moving
the process forward without delay.

The town should always continue to review and strive
to improve what is done in the public interest. We are
now in a period of review concerning the response to the
recent heavy snow event.  Izzy was not a normal snow
storm.  Some areas of the town got as much as a foot of
snow, which made the response from our employees a
major challenge.

This week our road crews have been using excavators
and dump trucks to remove the mounds of snow in the
downtown areas. This time consuming process is a chal-
lenge, but needs to be done.  The loads of snow will be
transported and downloaded at town sites such as the
sewer plant.  It will be a while before it all melts, but it
is better to have it melt off location rather than in the
business district.

At the January town board meeting I asked the public
works committee and pertinent staff to review our
schedule and protocols for plowing roads.  Some folks,
especially those on private roads, were concerned that
town crews were late in plowing their roads.  The huge
volume of snow aggravated the situation. I look forward
to the staff and committee reporting to the full board on
how the town can improve snow plowing practices.

Another area of improvement is in how residents can
report power outages. In this storm we had no major out-
ages that impacted the entire town. I had asked folks not
to call in after hours outages to 911 since a heavy call
load could affect emergency response times.  But, we do
need to develop a better system for folks to report power
outages, not just in snow storms, but throughout the year.
I have asked staff and the public works committee to

Patrick Taylor

Email letters to the editor to
maconcountynews@gmail.com
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Authority rests in the body of the nation’s citizens
When a political party runs out of springfresh and cre-

ative ideas and when the responsibility and burden of gov-
erning  becomes too taxing, it must resort to more
nonconforming methods to win elections. One popular
scheme is known as gerrymandering.  If you've lost your
moral compass and no longer hold inviolate the best inter-
ests of your nation and fellow citizens, and your oath has
lost its meaning, gerrymandering is a winning alternative
albeit a poor substitute in a functioning democracy.

What is gerrymandering precisely?   The term "gerry-
mandering" means the drawing of district lines in order to
maximize the electoral advantage of a political party or fac-
tion.  The term was first used in 1812 when Elbridge Gerry
was governor of Massachusetts to characterize  the state's
redistricting plan.  Gerry persuaded the state legislature to
create a district in order to favor the election of a fellow
Republican.  Because of the district's unique shape, one
critic reportedly observed, "that looks like a salamander!"
to which another observer quipped, "that's not a salaman-

der, that's a gerrymander."  Since that incident, gerryman-
dering has become a common term in popular political
discussion.

Fast-forwarding 210 years, North Carolina's Republican
Party (for reasons stated in paragraph one) is using gerry-
mandering as their primary "go to" formula for winning
elections.  A three-judge panel recently ruled North Car-
olina's redistricting maps will not be tossed out.

Interestingly enough, all three judges agreed that both the
legislative and congressional maps were "a result of inten-
tional, pro-Republican partisan redistricting"  (the precise
definition of gerrymandering).  The judges explained in
their ruling that the maps are not unconstitutional, regard-
less of the partisan advantage they may give Republicans.

There are approximately 2.5 million Democrats, 2.5 mil-
lion unaffiliated, 2.1 million Republicans and 47,000 Lib-
ertarians in NC, according to North Carolina's Board of
Elections.  The new congressional map could give Repub-
licans as many as 11 of the state's 14 House seats.

A democracy is a form of government in which the peo-
ple rule.  Americans presume to advocate this form of gov-
erning body where the power lies in the hands of the
people, who govern (indirectly) by electing representatives
to act for the people.   The American government is a
democracy and the Constitution of the United States is de-
signed to ensure the will of the people is protected.  At the
very heart of our democracy lies the concept of "popular
sovereignty" – the premise that the people are the supreme
authority, or sovereign, and that that authority, that inde-
pendent power, rests in the body of citizens, not in one
supreme ruler or one dominant party.

Both parties are well aware that gerrymandering is an
anathema to the concept of representative government

where citizens choose their leaders, leaders do not hand-pick
their voters. Too many politicians, however, have long since
abandoned any consideration of fairness in their everlasting
pursuit of power, wealth and their own self-interest, render-
ing representative government an illusion.

You will find the facts as I have laid them out indisputable
and in the end, impossible to deny.

David Snell – Franklin, N.C.

Sheriff’s Office: Watch
out for rental scams 
From the Macon County Sheriff’s Office Facebook page
Detectives with the MCSO have had cases where suspects

who have utilized social media are attempting to rent homes
they do not own or who do not have authority to rent.  Sus-
pects are successful at doing this by using various sites on
social media to lure those wishing to rent homes and then
they scam those potential renters by providing photos of
homes for rent and requesting an immediate deposit gener-
ally claiming they have multiple requests for the same rental.
These suspects have been later found to be using hacked
Facebook accounts and live either out of state or out of the
country.   

Anyone who feels they have fallen victim to this should
call the Macon County Sheriff’s Office [828-349-2104] and
report such activity.  More importantly, if you are looking
for a rental home you should be very careful not to rush into
any agreement without first verifying with the real estate
company.  If you are unsure about if the rental is legitimate
DO NOT call a number the potential scammer provides you
but instead look the real estate company up yourself and call
them for assistance or for additional details.  A legitimate
business owner or real estate company would appreciate and
respect your need to be cautious and welcome your business.
These scammers are very good at what they do and are very
savvy at carrying on a conversation to convince you they are
legit and will continue to encourage you to do business with
them.  Many times their victims are desperate to find a place
and these suspects will say anything to ease your mind and
get you to fall for his/her trap.  Getting a victim’s hard earned
money refunded back to them is next to impossible to trace.
These criminals are experts at deceiving people and while
sitting behind a computer screen all day lurking for potential
victims is how they make their living.  

Our recommendation would be to utilize an established
realtor and for you to do your own homework looking for a
rental before making any financial transactions. If it sounds
to good to be true… it probably is.
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Pandemic lifestyle change leads to new book 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Like so many other people
who have ended up penning a
book, Jennifer Goldstein never
thought of herself as an author.
But the pandemic and the 2020
quarantine changed all that. 
“During quarantine, I – like

many people – coped by com-
fort eating,” said Goldstein,
who lives with her husband and
their two children in Franklin.
“My emotions were up and
down. My brain was foggy. I
was making poor food choices.
I didn’t have much energy.” 
She discovered the book

"Delay, Don't Deny: Living an
Intermittent Fasting Lifestyle"
via a podcast, and she decided
to look into the dieting lifestyle.
Intermittent fasting involves
only eating during a specific
time-allotted “window.” Ac-
cording to John Hopkins Medi-
cine, “Fasting for a certain number of hours each day or
eating just one meal a couple days a week, can help your
body burn fat.”
“I quickly experienced benefits,” she said. “I focused bet-

ter, my mood was calmer, I had more energy.”
She had researched fasting in 2017 when she experienced

gestational diabetes while pregnant with her second child.
She tried some “diet changes” but did not embrace fasting
until 2020. 
Goldstein, a Christian, decided to use some of her fasting

time to focus on her relationship with God, praying, and
delving more into scripture.

“For me, intermittent fasting also became a spiritual
thing. I realized that we might turn to other things, like food,
but He truly satisfies.” 
Goldstein began to write her thoughts based on various

biblical scriptures pertaining to
food, fellowship, faith, and
more. A book idea formulated.
Published mid-January, “Fasting
& Feasting in Worship & War-
fare” is organized as a 40-day
devotional journal, with a pas-
sage of scripture, her thoughts,
and journaling space for indi-
viduals “to process their
progress,” she said. 
All the Bible verses in the

book are from Luke. Goldstein
explained why in the book’s in-
troduction. 
“I was surprised by how often

feasting and banquets came up
in the book of Luke. I saw for
the first time how much Jesus
had to say about food, even
while I was looking through the
lens of fasting. They are spiritu-
ally intertwined.” 
For example, Day 35 focuses

on how “breaking bread with
others,” as Goldstein expressed,
should not be avoided just be-

cause someone might be adopting an intermittent fasting
lifestyle. She writes, “… feasting in fellowship with others
has come up over and over in these passages, so it’s obvi-
ously something Jesus wants us to do.”
What Goldstein’s book is not is a “how to” regarding in-

termittent fasting. It is also not a thesis on why individuals
should choose to adopt the dietary lifestyle. She also pointed
out that anyone with a food-related mental health condition
should consult a physician and/or a counselor before delving
into intermittent fasting.
Goldstein added that she enjoyed the process of writing

every day “when I had some quiet time.” She is already at
work on a devotional for foster parents that may be avail-
able later this year or in early 2023. 
“Fasting & Feasting in Worship and Warfare” is available

on Amazon.com.

Jennifer Goldstein was inspired to write a book during the
quarantine that was just published in January.
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TAYLOR From previous page

also review options to address this problem.  Maybe
the public safety committee will also review this issue
since it does impact county emergency services and
how the town interfaces with that system.
There are systems and services that the town can use

to handle after hours service problems.  It will cost the
town money, but  the improvements to the reporting
system will outweigh the incurred additional costs.
The staff is looking at options and will work with the
committee to develop a proposal to the full board.  I
want the town to move forward to address this issue
without delay.  

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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Taste of Scotland Society presents annual Burns Night in Franklin

The Burns Night dinner consisted of Cock-a-Leekie soup, garden salad, roast beef,
scones with jam, rosemary roasted potatoes, broccoli florets, yeast rolls and wild
berry parfait for dessert. Prior to the meal, the Selkirk Grace was said, “Some hae
meat and canna eat, And some wad eat that want it; But we hae meat, and we can eat,
And sae the Lord be thankit. – Robert Burns (1793)

Convenor of Hay Clan Arthur Hayes

George McClellan presented Immortal Memory of
Robert Burns.

Elinor and Liza McArthur and Asa Elmore

Bill and Shirley Barr The Jacobites By Name entertained at Burns Night along with Norma Jean & Jim.

Market Farmhouse of Lake Burton,
Ga., catered the traditional Burns
Night meal.

Photos by
Ellen Randall

Lloyd and Eleanor Swift
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Madeline WattPiper Michael Waters Arthur Hayes presents the Haggis

Miranda, Michael and Little Miss Tartan Daisy Haley and grandfather
Scott Swann.

Arthur Hays presenting a gift from Tartans to Denise
Cook, president of The Taste of Scotland Society.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests Jan. 10 - 23. Suspects
are innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

January 10
Lance Edward Hughes, was charged with failure to appear.

Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 

January 11
Rickey Anthony Caldwell, was charged with possession

of methamphetamine. Matthew T. Breedlove made the ar-
rest. 

January 12
Mark Daniel Castro, was charged with child support en-

forcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Richard Sevear Green, was charged with sexual exploita-

tion of a minor third degree. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

January 13
Matthew Thomas Lockwood, was issued a governors war-

rant for fugitive. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Tyler Elden Deats, was charged with child support en-

forcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Trance Lewis Stoudemire, was charged with assault on a

female, assault inflicting serious injury with a minor pres-
ent, assault by strangulation and injury to personal property.
Costin Jiglau made the arrest.  
Derald Fredrick Queen, was charged with violate domes-

tic violence protective order violation. Timothy B. Carter
made the arrest. 
William Clinton Holt, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 

January 14
Luther Victor Stinnett IV, was charged with child support

enforcement contempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Steven Cody Ulsh, was charged with child support en-

forcement. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Lazaro De Jesus Candelario, was charged with driving

while impaired. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 

January 15
Angel Chavez-Zalaph, was charged with possession of a

controlled substance with intent to sell/deliver, maintaining
a place for a controlled substance and breaking and entering.
Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 

January 16
Jessie Lee Cody Atcheson, was issued warrant service for

offense committed in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the
arrest. 
Jose De Jesus Feria Mendoza, was issued warrant service

for offense committed in jurisdiction, possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to sell/deliver, maintaining a
place for a controlled substances and breaking and entering.
Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 

January 18
William Zachary Patterson, was charged with possession

with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver marijuana. Deputy

Cody J. Howard made the arrest. 
Travis Scott Mason, was charged with breaking and en-

tering, larceny and possession of stolen goods/property.
Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

January 19
Jason Field, was charged with assault on a female. Deputy

Cody J. Howard made the arrest. 
Luke Ellijah Arvey, was charged with domestic violence

protective order violation. Corporal James E. Crawford III
made the arrest. 
Leticia Cheyenne Rodriguez, was issued warrant service

for offense committed in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made
the arrest. 

January 21
Jeanette Irene Lehtinen, was issued warrant service for of-

fense committed in jurisdiction. Denver J. Elliott made the
arrest. 

January. 22
Wesley Preston Crone, was charged with failure to appear

for misdemeanor. Deputy Cody J. Howard made the arrest.
Chandler Reed Stanley, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of a firearm by a convicted felon, all other offenses
and carrying a concealed gun. Deputy Cody Tiger made the
arrest.  
Yaling White, was charged with simple assault. Corporal

Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 

January 23
Joseph Michael Cyphers, was charged with operation of

vehicle with no insurance, driving a vehicle not registered
or titled, failure to secure passenger under 16, reckless driv-
ing, driving while license revoked/impaired revocation no-
tice and resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer.
Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Alexis Miles Bragg, was charged with

resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer, no operators
license, expired registration card/tag, felony possession of a
schedule I controlled substance and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Matthew L. Long made the arrest.  
Tony Dustin Bateman, was issued warrant service for of-

fense committed in jurisdiction. Deputy E. Sands made the
arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

January 13
Michael Adam Crisp, was issued a fugitive warrant for

probation violation. Michael Adam Crisp made the arrest. 
Caleb Troy William Davis III, was charged with posses-

sion of methamphetamine and possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Caleb Troy William Davis III made the arrest. 

January 15
Samuel Ray, was issued an order for arrest for driving

while intoxicated level 5. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 
Ladarius Deshun Hawthorne, was charged with posses-

sion with intent to sell/deliver marijuana, felony possession
of marijuana, maintaining vehicle for use/sale/keeping of a
controlled substance, possession of drug paraphernalia,
speeding 66 mph in 55 mph zone and no operators license.
R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

January 17
Kenneth Khristopher Knight, was issued a warrant for ar-

rest. M.A. Bingham made the arrest. 

January 19
Daniel Joshua Koenig, was charged with driving while im-

paired. J.A. Riles made the arrest. 

January 20
Danelle Kay Jimenez, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, issued an order for arrest for possession
of methamphetamine and maintaining a dwelling/vehicle.
R.S. Dula made the arrest. 
Charles Samuel Carpenter, was issued a warrant for break-

ing and entering and issued an order for arrest for larceny of
a motor vehicle. R.S. Dula made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

January 18
Kristi Danielle Brooks, 36, of Sittin Creek Rd., Bryson City,

was charged with failure to appear for possession of a sched-
ule II controlled substance and probation violation. A secured
bond of $68,000 was set. Josh A. Yopp made the arrest. 
Mark Loren Miller, 33, of Queen St., was charged with pos-

session of drug paraphernalia and felony possession of a syn-
thetic canabinoid. No bond was set. William M. Hawkins
made the arrest. 

January 19
Lauren Ashley Cauthan, 21, of Sunset Lane, Moore, S.C.,

was charged with motor vehicle theft. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set. Megan L. Rhinehart made the arrest. 

January 20
Steven Douglas Teesateskie, 37, of Sam George Jr. Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with failure to appear for driving while
license revoked impaired revocation and failure to wear seat-
belt. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. William S. Collins
made the arrest. 

January 21
Craig William Shuler, 49, of. Maple St., Bryson City, was

charged with violation of domestic violence protective order vio-
lation. No bond was set.  Tyler B. Bryson made the arrest. 
Charles Edward McCoy, 43, was charged with domestic vio-

lence protection order violation. No bond was set. Conner L. Wil-
son made the arrest. 
Adam James Cartwright, 46, of Rushing Rapids Rd., Cul-

lowhee, was charged with domestic violence protective order vi-
olation. No bond was set. Trevor K. Baldwin made the arrest. 
John Wesley Hooper, 42, of Keyhole Lane, Cullowhee, was

charged with failure to appear for a misdemeanor and no operators
license. A secured bond of $500 was set. William M. Hawkins
made the arrest. 
Jesus Octavio-Cruz Carballo, 21, of Cashiers, was charged with

no operators license. No bond was set. William M. Hawkins made
the arrest. 

January 22
Jaden Charles Marvin, 21, of Cedarcliffe Circle, Asheville, was

charged with violation of court order, sexual battery and intimi-
dating a withness. A $30,000 bond was set. William M. Hawkins
made the arrest. 

January 23
Gilbert Keith Maclean, 74, of Old St. Augustine Rd., Jack-

sonville, Fla., was charged with domestic violence protective
order violation. William M. Hawkins made the arrest. 
Jimi Ray Bivins, 44, of Swiss Lane, Cashiers, was charged

with assault on a female. No bond was set. Michael T. Smath-
ers made the arrest. 
Alvaro Jose Valle-Gonzalez, 40, of Devin Dr., was charged

with domestic violence protective order violation. No bond
was set. Michael T. Smathers made the arrest. 
Ashley Marie Saladin, 25, of Hawk Trail, was charged with

possession of a controlled substance on prison/jail premises,
felony possession of cocaine, possession with intent to sell/de-
liver cocaine, failure to appear for Haywood County for pos-
session of stolen goods/property and misdemeanor larceny.  A
secured bond of $10,000 was set.  Hunter M. Karup made the
arrest. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin will meet Thursday, Jan. 27,  6
p.m., at First Christian Church, 156 Belleview Park Rd, Franklin.

A Skate Park design meeting with Brian Siedlecki, president of Pil-
lar Design Studios will be held Thursday, Jan. 27, at 5:30 p.m., at the
Franklin Town Council chambers.Siedlecki will be showing 3D mod-
els and talking about each design element of the new skate park to
be constructed at Franklin's new action sports park at Sunny Side.

Valley River Arts Guild will be Offering Classes for Official Bob
Ross Art Technique Class, on Saturday, Jan. 29, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.;
Preparing the Canvas Base, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Mak-
ing Tulip and Daffodil Cards, on Wednesday, Feb. 2, 1  to 3 p.m.;
Friendship Star Quilt Board, Friday, Feb. 11, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.;
Wrap Bracelet, suitable for and open to ages 6 through 17, on Sat-
urday Feb. 12, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon; at the Murphy Art Center.
Classes are open to the public. For more information, call (828)360-
3038. 

Trout Unlimited Chapter #373 will hold an in-person meeting on
Tuesday, Feb. 1, 6:30 to 8 p.m., at the Sylva United Methodist Church
in the Fellowship Hall. Dale Collins of the Tuckasegee Fly Shop will
be the speaker. Local trash pickups will be planned and a meal will
be provided. This meeting is open to everyone.

Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Drive thru Food Pantry
will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 2, 10 a.m. to noon. The church is lo-
cated at 299 Maple St.

Dorothy and John Crawford Senior Center is now offering limited
in-person classes at the Robert C. Carpenter Community Building.
A variety of exercise classes and a writing group are offered in the af-
ternoons for adults over 50. For more information, call (828)349-
2058. 

Thursday Painters meet at the Environmental Research Center
every Thursday 10 a.m. Bring your own project, a table covering, and
a bag lunch. All skill levels and mediums welcome. Free and open to
the public. Contact Pat Mennenger at pm14034@yahoo.com For
more information, visit Franklinuptowngallery.com.

AL-ANON Family Groups In-person meeting with Covid 19 pre-
ventive measures is held each Thursday, noon at  First  Presbyte-
rian Church, 471 Main St., Highlands. An AL-ANON Zoom Meeting is
held on Saturday, 10:15 a.m. ID:889-3772-7928 Password: Easy-
Doesit or call to speak with a member of AL-ANON at (828)342-6866. 

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous In-person meetings with Covid
19 preventive measures are held on Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. at No Wrong
Door, 102 Thomas Heights Rd.; Sunday at 1 p.m.,  Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church Out-
reach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  Thursday, noon at
St. Agnes Episcopal Church on 66 Church St.; Wednesday,  7 p.m.
at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd. On-line meet-
ing  information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. or to speak
with a member of A.A., call  (828)349-4357.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop
just off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.
Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.
For more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S.  For more information, call
Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or email LarryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open

First Alliance Church Sunday Service begins at 10:30 a.m. Sunday
School for all ages is held at 9:30 a.m. Associate Pastor Evan Jensen
will speak on "Knowing We Are a Child of God.” The church is located
at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack, next-door to Trimont Christian
Academy). For more information, call the church office at (828)369-
7977.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, January 30, 11 a.m., Bill Groves,
will share on “What is the Truth?”On Tuesday a movie is shown at 3
p.m. and  out to eat afterward. The church is located at 80 Heritage
Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant.  For more information or
to stream services go to SpiritualLightCenter.com

Memorial United Methodist Church Worship Services in person
and on Facebook at 11 a.m. every Sunday.   They have communion
the first Sunday of each month.  The church is located at 4668 Old
Murphy Rd. (across from Loafers Glory).  The  pastor is Evan W. Hill.
For more information,  call (828)369-5834.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First
United Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video. The
church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin; sen-
ior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-
3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For
more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Services are also streamed online
on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. The church is located
at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-
3885.

Snow Hill Untied Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community. 

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd. 

Snow Hill Untied Methodist Church Sunday worship with music is
held at 10:45 a.m., morning worship service 11 a.m. Pastor D’Andre
Ash is the pastor. The church is located at 330 Snow Hill Rd., in the
Cowee Community.

Email church calendar items to maconcountynews@gmail.com 
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on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information,
call (828)369-9000.   

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the great-
est gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great
times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await.  Call
(828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday
to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a
soft drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken for the
shelters. 

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night,  6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery
program for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind.
Celebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom
from the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five
years old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47
Macon Center Dr. (behind Bojangles). For more information,
email cr@discover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula,
diapers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as
strollers, car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are al-
ways welcome. Services are free and confidential. For more infor-
mation or an appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or
smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center  Zoom Classes will include exercise, tai
chi, and others. For more information, or to register, call the Senior
Center at (828)349-2058. 

Uptown Gallery on Main Street hours through December are Mon-
day through Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 pm and Wednesday and Sundays
by appointment. The Uptown Gallery is located at 30 E Main St
Franklin. For information call the gallery at (828) 349-4607.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease
or dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for shar-
ing, education, and support through a telephone conference. Sup-
port group participants and a support group facilitator connect each
month for one-hour confidential sessions. For more information, call
(800)272-3900.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-
0211.
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Open 7 Days
11am-9pm
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24 Iotla St.• Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

NOW
OPEN!

EEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEEll SSaabboorr ddeell OOcceeaannooEl Sabor del Oceano
S E A F O O D  R E S T A U R A N T

1 5 0 5  H I G H L A N D S  R O A D ,  F R A N K L I N
8 2 8 - 3 4 7 - 7 0 9 9

Live Music coming soon
OPEN 7 DAYS 11AM - 9PM

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm

Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DININGEATING OUT

Oak Island man attempts to break Mountains-to-Sea Trail record
Cross-country runner Luke Bennett will at-

tempt to beat the fastest known time of the
Mountains-to-Sea Trail (MST) in early April
while raising awareness about protecting,
conserving and restoring North Carolina’s
wildlife and habitat.
The 22-year-old’s Hiking for Habitat trek

benefitting North Carolina Wildlife Federa-
tion (NCWF) will span 1,175 miles from the
Great Smoky Mountains to the Outer Banks.
Bennett will run and hike the trail over 27-28
days with a small support crew of friends and
family to assist him along the way. His
record-breaking journey coincides with the
45th anniversary of MST, first proposed in
1977 at Lake Junaluska.
During the hike, Bennett hopes to shed

light on issues threatening habitats and

wildlife, the risks to their survival and ways to
give them a fighting chance. NCWF will
track his efforts through an ongoing blog and
social media posts. 
“North Carolina’s wildlife, outdoors and

adventures are the foundation of my life. Hik-
ing for Habitat will be a culmination of all my

outdoor experiences and serve as a tribute to
our state,” Bennett said. “After taking a deep
dive into the diversity of habitats and wildlife
throughout the state, it’s time for me to give
back, and I’m thrilled to partner with
NCWF.”
Bennett, who lives in Oak Island, said he

was “itching for a challenge” when he set his
sights on MST. “It connects North Carolina’s
three distinct regions and offers rugged ter-
rain and a chance to experience the state’s ge-
ographical diversity,” he said. “I’ve lived in
all three areas of North Carolina, so hiking the
MST will feel like an adventure in my back-
yard.” 
Growing up in Durham, Bennett developed

a sense of wonder and appreciation for the
outdoors while spending his childhood fish-

ing, swimming and exploring the Eno River.
He started running cross-country in 7th grade
to get in shape for his middle school’s bas-
ketball season. His first race - a two-miler at
Eno River State Park - ignited his passion for
running and exploring opportunities to push
himself physically and mentally. 

Bennett, who graduated last May with a
bachelor’s degree in biology from Ap-
palachian State University, estimates he’s tra-
versed more than 20 thousand miles since he
started running a decade ago. Shortly after
graduation, he completed the entire 2,193-
mile Appalachian Trail Thru-Hike, a feat ac-
complished by only one in four of the
thousands of hikers who attempt it each year.
While it typically takes thru-hikers 5 to 7
months to complete the trail, Bennett finished

in less than 100 days. 
His training for MST includes a 30-mile

run later this month, a 40-mile Uwharrie Na-
tional Forest trail race on Feb. 5, a 40-mile
trail race up Mount Mitchell on Feb. 26 and
possibly a 50-mile MST endurance race on
March 19.
“I’ll have my 23rd birthday on the MST

and can’t think of a better way to celebrate
than experiencing the peace and clarity that
comes with a long day of hiking towards
complete exhaustion,” Bennett said. “I’m
eager to find new gears in my body and mind
that I didn’t know existed - new gears that
will help me reach my full potential as an ath-
lete and as a person.”
He added, “I want to raise awareness about

the diversity of habitats and wildlife and push
myself on their behalf. Hiking the entire MST
will reinforce my connection with North Car-
olina, so I never forget where I came from no
matter where I’m heading.”
To learn more about Bennett, visit

https://ncwf.org/blog/hiking-for-habitat. Fol-
low Luke’s journey on Facebook
(@NCWildlifeFederation), Instagram
@ncwildlifefed #hikingforhabitatnc and
LinkedIn (@nc-wildlife-federation).

About North Carolina Wildlife Federation
Since 1945, the North Carolina Wildlife

Federation (NCWF) has worked on behalf of
all wildlife and habitat - from the Great
Smoky Mountains to the Outer Banks. The
nonprofit organization brings together citi-
zens, outdoor enthusiasts, hunters and anglers,
government and industry to protect the state’s
natural resources. NCWF’s work is centered
around conserving wildlife, restoring habitat,
getting people outside, celebrating conserva-
tion, conservation policy and climate re-
siliency. Learn more at https://ncwf.org/.

Luke Bennett, 22, is Hiking for Habitat in early
April when he attempts to break the fastest
known time of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail while
raising awareness about protecting, conserving
and restoring North Carolina wildlife and habitat.
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Mon.–Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

NOWHIRING!

NC State Poetry Contest
accepting submissions 

The annual NC State Poetry Contest is a free literary com-
petition open to all North Carolina residents (including out-
of-state and international students who are enrolled in North
Carolina universities). It remains one of the largest free-to-
enter poetry contests in the South.

This year’s guest judge is award-winning poet Michael
Prior and features a grand prize of $500.

CONTEST RULES:
1. The contest is open to all North Carolina residents ex-

cept: 
a. Tenured/tenure-track professors in the University of

North Carolina system; creative-writing instructors teaching
at North Carolina State University (but teaching assistants
and graduate students are eligible);

b. Writers with a published book of poetry (if we can buy
your book online or from a publisher or bookstore, we con-
sider you published); and

c. Previous winners. Previous finalists must submit poems
that have not been previously submitted.

2. Contestants may submit up to three poems. 
a. There is no limit as to genre or length.
3. Entries may not have been previously published any-

where, in print or online (including personal blogs/websites).
4. All entries must be typed and titled.
5. Contestants should not include their name on their

poems so that their work can be judged anonymously. In-
stead, contestants should include their name, address, tele-
phone number and email address on a separate cover sheet.

6. No emailed entries are accepted. Mail entries to:  
NC State Poetry Contest 
Department of English 
North Carolina State University 
Campus Box 8105, 
Raleigh, NC 27695-8105
7. The postmark deadline is March 1, 2022.
Due to volume, we cannot contact each contestant or return

your poems afterward. Winners and honorable mentions will
be contacted directly. There will not be a public ceremony
this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The results will be
posted at go.ncsu.edu/poetrycontest in early April.

For more information, visit go.ncsu.edu/poetrycontest.

Mitchell Edward Sands
Mitchell Edward Sands, 62, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022.

He was born in Leesburg, Fla.,
to the late Edward Franklin
“Sonny” Sands and Melba Geor-
gianne Gill Sands.

He learned to play the guitar at
an early age, following in the
footsteps of his musical family. In
school, he was president of the
FFA and a member of the FFA
String Band. He also sang and
played guitar at talent events in
high school.

He continued with his music
and singing throughout his life and has written many songs with
Nashville recordings. He was one of three founding members of
the Christian Country group, Mercy Mountain Boys while living
in Alachua, Fla. MMB produced several albums and videos, some
of which are original songs.

Together with his son Marshall, he wrote “Soldier’s Letter”
while Marshall was in the Army in Iraq. MMB made a video of
the song to honor all American soldiers. The “Bloodline” was an-
other of his most popular recordings; and of course, “The Yodel
Song” was his most requested original song of all time.

He was gifted with the ability to play anything with strings, and
had a massive collection of guitars, mandolins, fiddles, and ban-
jos, but his gift from God was his voice. He had an astounding
vocal range with the ability to sing both bass and tenor in the same
song. 

For the past several years, he worked for Harrah’s Cherokee
Casino, and as a “people person” loved and was loved by his cus-
tomers and fellow co-workers in his position as Table Dealer. He
loved humor and helped keep his customers happy and laughing
at his table with his “dealer jokes.”

He was a happy person, was always singing a song, working on
a project around the house or playing with the dogs or cats. He
loved to bring joy to people and loved laughing at funny com-
mercials and animated movies. He had a personal relationship
with Jesus and his faith in God was strong.

He had a great love for his family and extended family – from
his wife, sons, daughters, his 13 grandchildren, and numerous
nieces and nephews. 

Mitch’s voice is stilled here on earth, but we know he is singing
with the angels and God in Heaven.

He is survived by his wife, Deborah Sands; children, Marshall
Sands (Xiomara), Michael Caldwell (Jennifer); deceased stepson,
Mathew Watson (June); stepson, DJ Watson; stepson, Adam Wat-
son; stepson, JB Ippolito (Kimberly); stepson, Jason Ippolito
(Dani); stepdaughter, Jessica Ippolito; sisters, Gwen Ellis and
Nancy Smith (Steve); 13 grandchildren, and numerous nieces and
nephews.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, Jan. 29, at Macon
Funeral Home from 2 to 4 p.m.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Mitchell Edward Sands

View obituaries 
online at

themaconcountynews.com

Shelby Jean Dryman Owen
Shelby Jean Dryman Owen, 82, of

Otto, N.C., passed away on Jan. 20,
2022.

She was born in Macon County to
the late Fred Dryman and Emma
Hopkins Dryman. In addition to her
parents, she was preceded in death by
a grandson, Sam Waldroop; a great
grandson, Isaiah Ezechel; and two
sisters, Beatrice Schwabe and
Rowena Joyce. She was a lifelong
resident of Macon County, a member
of Tessentee Baptist Church and
loved gardening.

She is survived by her husband of
65 years, Homer Owen; children,
Rondal Owen (Sharon) of Otto, Fred Owen (Jean) of Franklin,
N.C., and Sandra Wood (Tony) of Mt. Rest, S.C.; one sister, Betty
Vinson of Otto; six grandchildren, Jamie Waldroop (Crystal),
Lacey Kocian (Jason), Jonathon Owen (Lindsay), Jennifer Ezechel
(Joe), Steven Owen (Kayla), and Evan Laudon (Katie); and 11
great grandchildren, Iliana Wooten, Ivy Chapman (Noah), Ilyssa
Ezechel, Ilaeh Ezechel, Camryn Waldroop, Luca Kocian, Nico Ko-
cian, Peyton Owen, Adele Laudon, Asa Laudon, and Will Laudon;
and several nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held Monday, Jan. 24, at Wright Ceme-
tery in Otto. Rev. Tyler Nations officiated. Pallbearers were Steven
Owen, Jamie Waldroop, Doug Cabe, Marshall Owen, Dexter Vin-
son, and Joe Ezechel.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Wright Cemetery
Fund.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is ßhandling the arrangements.

Shelby Jean Owen

Olive Jean Cannon Marett
Olive Jean Cannon Marett

passed peacefully on Jan. 22,
2022.  She was born in Pitt
County, North Carolina, to Docia
Ann Clark Cannon and Alonza
David Cannon.  

Upon graduation from the Farm
Life School in Vanceboro, N.C.,
she joined her sister, Alice, in New
Bern, N.C., and went to work at
the Western Union office. There,
she met Norman Charles Marett,
an aircraft technical representative
for Vought Aircraft Corporation.  

They married on Jan. 2, 1946,
and were together for 55 years
until Norman’s passing in July 2001. The couple retired in 1978
and moved to the home they had established in Otto, N.C., in 1968.

She was a valued volunteer worker in Macon County. Her con-
tributions included the Child Safety Identification Program at Otto
Elementary School; Otto Garden Club; Franklin Garden Club;
Church women’s groups; PEO; Republican Women’s Club; Macon
County Republicans; Angel Hospital; FROG; Medication Assis-
tance Program; and Franklin Women’s Club. She also enjoyed
women’s golf and tennis. She valued her friends and was ever
ready to help each.

She is survived by her son, Richard (Janet) of Iowa; daughter,
Pamela of Otto; grandchildren, Peyton of Greensboro, Christopher
(Stephanie) of Iowa, Rebecca Passi (Christopher) of Minnesota;
great grandchildren Alexander, Owen, Ben, Keira; sister in-law,
Sherry Cannon of Virginia; her very loved nieces, nephews, grand-
nephews and grand-nieces, in North Carolina, Virginia, Georgia,
Washington, and California.

She was a beautiful woman inside and out, a good wife, mother,
loyal friend, and believing Christian.   

A funeral service will be held Saturday, Jan, 29, at 11 a.m., at the
Macon Funeral Home.  A graveside service follows at Rush Ceme-
tery in Otto. The family will receive friends from 10:30 to 11 a.m.,
prior to the service.

Memorial donations may be made in her name to the Otto Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 60 Fire House Road, Otto, NC 28763.

Olive Jean Marett
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Catherine Franks Mason
Catherine Franks Mason, 94, of

Franklin, N.C., went to her heav-
enly home on Sunday, Jan. 16,
2022.
Born in Jackson County, North

Carolina, she was the daughter of
the late Tillman and Jessie Franks.
In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her husband,
Carl David Mason; son, Steve
Mason; infant daughter, Phyllis
Diane Mason; and seven brothers
and sisters. She loved cooking and
taking care of everyone, but she
especially loved spending time
with her family. She was of the
Baptist faith.
She is survived by her daughter, Carletta Bryant of Logan

County, W.Va.; two sons, John Mason, and Boonie Mason, both of
Franklin; and daughter-in-law, Claudia Parrette of Otto, N.C.;
seven grandchildren, and numerous great grandchildren, nieces
and nephews surviving.
Funeral service was held Friday, Jan. 21, at Macon Funeral

Home with Rev. Jamie Passmore officiatinge.  Burial was in the
Zion Hill Baptist Church Cemetery in Sylva.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Catherine Franks Mason

Daniel Hayward Coates
Daniel Hayward Coates, 74,

of Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022.
Born in Macon County, he was

the son of the late Edward and
Mildred Arlesa Roper Coates. In
addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his wife,
Barbara Jane Waldroop on Jan.
14, 1997. He was a life member
of the VFW and had a love of
classic cars.
He retired as Chief Warrant Of-

ficer III, in the United States
Army. While in the Army, he
spent many years in Germany,
and oversaw operation “Checkpoint Charlie.” After retiring from
the military, he became a government contractor for the State De-
partment. While doing this job he traveled and lived in Cuba, Peru,
New Zealand, Moscow, Hanoi Vietnam, Slovenia, Bosnia, Aus-
tria, Hong Kong, Shenyang China, Poland, Istanbul Turkey,
Toronto Canada, Rome, Italy, and Germany.
He is survived by his daughters, Jennifer Lynn Coates, and Lau-

rie Coates Beegle; sister, Roseanna Coates; brother, Michael
Coates; and grandchildren, Emily Bishop, and Jacob Bishop.
A memorial service was held Sunday, Jan. 23,  in the chapel of

Macon Funeral Home. Family and close friends spoke.  Military
honors were provided by American Legion Post 108and VFW Post
7339.
A private graveside service will be at Woodlawn Cemetery at a

later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Appalachian An-

imal Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC  28744.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Daniel H. Coates

Creighton Wolfe Sossomon
Creighton Wolfe Sossomon

passed away peacefully at his
home in Highlands, N.C., on
Jan. 12, 2022, following a period
of declining health. He was pre-
deceased by his parents, Jane
Wolfe Sossomon and Dr. Daniel
Creighton Sossomon, as well as
his stepmother, Beverly
Matthews Sossomon. 
Known throughout his life by

his family and most of his
friends as “Zeke,” he was born
in Charlotte, N.C. His younger
years were spent in Charlotte,
Chapel Hill, N.C., and Mem-
phis, Tenn. As a teenager, he moved with his family to Cul-
lowhee, N.C., where he made many lifelong friends and
graduated from the McKee Laboratory School in 1962. He then
attended and graduated from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill in 1966, earning dual degrees in history and eco-
nomics. He then attended and graduated from the University of
North Carolina School of Law, Chapel Hill, in 1969, earning
his Juris Doctor. He immediately sat for and passed the North
Carolina Bar. Ever the explorer, he then ventured to Atlanta,
Ga., where he clerked for a superior court judge. Once being
admitted to the Georgia Bar, he practiced law with the Fulton
County, Georgia, District Attorney’s office until he moved back
to Cullowhee, where he began practicing law with Holt &
Haire, PA in nearby Sylva, N.C. In 1976, he opened his own
law practice in Sylva.
During that time, he served as the County Attorney for Jack-

son County, North Carolina, from 1979 until 1982. He was also
an active member of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Rotary Club
(Paul Harris Fellow), Jaycees, and the Board of Trustees at
Western Carolina University (distinguished service award). He
was instrumental in the growth of Southwestern Community
College, where he taught real estate.
In 1984, he moved his law practice to Highlands, joining with

Coward, Coward, and Dillard, PA until 1992, when he opened
his solo practice in Highlands. In addition to practicing law in
Highlands, he continued to be a Rotarian (business leader
award); he served terms on both the Zoning Board of Highlands
and the Planning Board of Highlands; he served six years as a
member of the Town Board of Highlands; he was a member of
the Church of the Incarnation, serving in many capacities, in-
cluding the vestry, lay reader, usher, and camera operator; he
served on the Peggy Crosby Center Board of Directors and the
Crosby Center Founding Board.
Throughout his life, he was active in numerous other civic

clubs, committees, and charitable endeavors. However, the
practice and study of law was his calling and passion; he was a
skilled litigator and respected attorney for many years.
In his later years, what he enjoyed most was spending time

with his family, his friends, and his pets. He also enjoyed par-
ticipating in church services and activities, traveling, and help-
ing others through volunteering and work. His lifelong interests
included reading, diligently keeping up with current events, and
rooting for the Tarheels. He will be truly missed and fondly re-
membered.
He is survived by his beloved wife, Janet Allison Sossomon

and his stepdaughter, Trecy Lois Bergen of Austin, Texas,
whom he also dearly loved; his stepsisters, Lynn Kilette of Bel-
mont, N.C., Beverly Ann Lyda of Powder Springs, Ga., Patty
M. Hart of Euroa, Victoria, Australia, and Guerry McConnell
of Jonesborough, Tenn.; a brother-in-law, sisters-in-law,
beloved nieces and nephews, and many cherished friends.
A memorial service will be held Saturday, Jan. 29, at 11 a.m.,

at the Episcopal Church of Incarnation in Highlands. 
Masks will be provided, and social distancing will be ob-

served. In addition, the service will be live streamed. A link will
be provided on www.maconfuneralhome.com.  
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the American

Diabetes Association at www.diabetes.org, the American Can-
cer Society at www.cancer.org., or the Highlands-Cashiers Land
Trust at www.hicashlt.org.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.

Creighton Sossomon

James Manuel Hedden
James Manuel Hedden, 71, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Jan. 17, 2022.
He was born in Macon County

to the late Sherman Manuel Hed-
den and Ruth Gregory Hedden. He
enjoyed camping, fishing and loved
spending his time at the lake.
He is survived by his wife of 47

years, Wilma Hedden; children,
Ruthy Dorthia Fry, Jackie Joe Deal,
and Joseph James Hedden; sib-
lings, David Hedden, Ina Woods,
Sue Jenkins, Becky Shepherd, and
Mary Anne Shepherd; 11 grandchildren, seven great grandchildren;
and several nieces and nephews.
A memorial service was held Thursday, Jan. 20, at Macon Fu-

neral Home with Rev. Frank Rodriguez officiating. 
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

James Manuel Hedden

Rev. Michael Eugene Chastain
Rev. Michael Eugene Chastain,

51, of Franklin, N.C., went to his
heavenly home on Sunday, Jan.
23, 2022. 
Born in Vietnam, he was the

son of Maily Thach Chastain and
the late William Eugene Chastain.
He was the Associate Pastor at
Pine Grove Baptist Church.  He
had a servant’s heart, which was
made evident by the way he loved
and served his family and church
family.  He put others’ needs first
and ensured those needs were
met in any way that he could.
The way God’s love shown
through him will always be remembered.
In addition to his mother, Maily of Franklin, he is survived by

his wife and best friend of 27 years, Robin Mason Chastain; chil-
dren, Christopher Chastain of Cary, N.C., Joshua Chastain of
Sylva, N.C., and Kaitlyn Chastain of Franklin; brother, Mark
Chastain (Katie) of Chapel Hill; and sister, Tina Chastain Brinson
(Jason) of Franklin; and numerous nieces, nephews, other family
members and friends.
A Celebration of Life will be held Sunday, Jan. 30, at 5 p.m., at

Pine Grove Baptist Church.  Rev. Greg Rogers and Rev. Tim
Hogsed will officiate.
The family will receive friends from 4 to 5 p.m., one hour prior

to the service at the church.
The family respectfully asks that masks be worn, and social dis-

tancing be practiced.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to St. Jude Children’s

Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Rev. Michael Chastain
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Betty Catherine Duvall
Betty Catherine Duvall, 86, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away Sun-
day, Jan. 23, 2022.
Born on June 11, 1935, in Macon

County, she was the daughter of the
late Walter and Dessie Pickens Tip-
pett. She held different jobs over
the years working at Wal-Mart for
21, Sky City for 17 and Burlington
Industries for 10 years. She was a
faithful member of Cowee Baptist
Church where she volunteered in
the nursery and with office admin-
istration. She loved gardening,
flowers and crocheting doilies.
In addition to her parents, she

was preceded in death by her husband, J.B. Duvall, who passed
away in 1996; brothers and sisters, George W. Tippett, Aubrey Tip-
pett, Roy Tippett and Truman Tippett.
She is survived by her sons, Terry Duvall and wife Rhonda, Dale

Duvall and wife Lisa, and Eric Duvall and wife Tammy; daughter,
Marcia Moore and husband Tim; sister, Thelma Sanders and hus-
band Ralph; 11 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren.
A funeral service was held Wednesday, Jan. 26, at Cowee Baptist

Church with Rev. Jason Smith, Rev. J.D. Woodside and Rev. Ron-
nie Branson officiating. Interment followed at the church cemetery.
The family would like to send a thank you to Four Seasons Hos-

pice and Sandra Shepherd for their exceptional care of Mrs. Betty.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Cowee Baptist

Cemetery Fund, 6301 Bryson City Rd. Franklin, NC 28734.

Betty Catherine Duvall

Carol Faye ‘Ginney’ Clemons
Carol Faye “Ginney”

Clemons, 68, of Franklin, N.C.,
went to her heavenly home on
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2022, after a
short but hard-fought battle.
Born in Pennington Gap, Va.,

she was the only child of the late
Chilton and Aileen Emmette
Stewart. In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in death
by her husband, Tommy
Clemons, in 2009. 
She lived most of her life in

Big Stone Gap, Va. She was a
1972 graduate of Powell Valley
High School and a 1997 graduate
of Mountain Empire Community College. She was a member of
Cowee Baptist Church and loved to participate in various things
at the church. She loved helping with Operation Christmas
Child, reading her Bible, doing coloring apps on her phone, and
watching Duke basketball, but the thing she loved most was
spending time with her family, especially her grandchildren and
great grandchildren.
She is survived by her daughter, Brianne Newsome and hus-

band, Chris; two grandchildren, Cody Newsome (Leah) and Joey
Newsome (Alexis); five great grandchildren, Leanna, Ariella,
Sawyor, Daisy-Lee, and Haxley; and her very special cat,
Greyson.
The family will receive friends on Thursday, Jan. 27, at Cowee

Baptist Church from 5 to 6 p.m., followed by a Celebration of
Life with Rev. Jason Smith and Rev. Ronnie Branson officiat-
ing.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Cowee Baptist

Church, “Operation Christmas Child” Fund.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Carol Faye Clemons

Elaine Jane Kubalek O’Connor
Elaine Jane Kubalek O’Connor,

81, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
on Sunday, Jan. 16, 2022.
Born in Cook County, Ill., she was

the daughter of the late Emil and
Blanche Randa Kubalek. In addition
to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Brendan
O’Connor; and a brother, Emil
Ernest Kubalek. 
She is survived by her daughter,

Jennifer Garrett and husband,
Bobby; son, Brian Kelly O’Connor
and wife Natalie of Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla.; and two grandsons, Logan
James O’Connor, and Tyler Cole
Garrett.
In keeping with Mrs. O’Connor’s wishes, no services are

planned at this time.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Special

Olympics of Macon County.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Elaine Jane O’Connor

Frederick Charles Snell
Frederick Charles Snell, 71, of Franklin, N.C., passed away on

Jan. 17, 2021.
He was born in Wilmington, N.C., to the late Frederick Frank

William Snell and Muriel Rae (Brendy) Brendemuhl Snell. In ad-
dition to his parents, he was preceded in death by siblings, David
Snell and Julie Snell. He grew up in Panama City, Fla., but had
lived in Franklin for the last four decades. He loved animals, being
in nature, and caring for others. He was a good friend to many.
He is survived by a sister, Linda Rahija (Rick) of Collierville,

Tenn.; and a nephew, Bryan Rahija of Portland, Ore.
A small graveside service was held Tuesday Jan. 25, at Wood-

lawn Cemetery. Rev. Steve Reeves officiated. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Appalachian Ani-

mal Rescue at PO Box 81, Franklin, NC  28744 or to his 2nd home,
the Fontana Regional Library at 149 Siler Farm Rd, Franklin, NC
28734.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral home is handling the arrangements.

Bonnie Mae Scott Franks
Bonnie Mae Scott Franks, 79,

of Franklin, N.C., went home to
be with Jesus, on Sunday, Jan. 23,
2022.
Born in Macon County, she was

the daughter of the late Ralph and
Alice Franks Scott. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband of 35 years,
Hayes Franks; infant son, Mark
Wayne Franks; brothers, Fred
Scott, Clyde Scott, Clarence Scott,
and George Scott; and a sister,
Margie Scott.
She was of Baptist faith. She

loved to plant flowers, work in her
garden, and listen  to music, but the thing she loved most was
spending time with her family and friends.
She is survived by a daughter, Susie Franks Welch; four sons,

William Larry Franks, Gary Lee Franks, Bobby Ray Franks
(Patsy) and Billy Joe Franks (Ali) all of Franklin; her 10 grand-
children, Justin, Jacob, Benjamin, Charlotte, Hayes, Cayley, Mace,
Brandon, Trevor, and Crystal; five great grandchildren, and several
nieces and nephews.
A funeral service will be held Friday, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., in the

Chapel of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Gary McCoy, Rev. Derek
Scruggs, and Rev. Jamie Passmore will officiate. Burial will be in
the Zion Hill Baptist Church Cemetery in Sylva, N.C.  
The family will receive friends from 1 o 2 p.m., one hour prior

to the service.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Zion Hill Bap-

tist Church Cemetery Fund.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Bonnie Mae Franks

Stephen Eugene Pitts
Stephen Eugene Pitts, 57, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022, on his
beloved farm.
He called his closest friends,

and some acquaintances, “wild
man,” but he was the real wild
man. Dirt-track truck racing was
one of his early hobbies. He won
10 races in just two years in his
self-built truck. Though he was
born in Franklin, he was raised in
Riverdale, Ga. Every chance he
got, he came back to these moun-
tains to visit his grandparents and
take in the slower lifestyle of these
country roads. He enjoyed deer hunting, fishing, and farming.
Whether trailblazing Mulberry, burning up the road to Wayah, or
trolling through nearby lakes, he was an avid outdoorsman who
felt at home in nature. For 16 years, he served as the Macon
County welder. He was a great craftsman and enjoyed using his
talent for others.
He is survived by his wife, Carol Maria Pitts; mother, Nancy

Henry Pitts; father, Gene Pitts; daughter, Holly Paige; son, Stephen
Pitts; stepdaughters, Savannah “Savvy” Mansour and Jacquelyn
Bruun; three grandchildren; and a great wealth of beloved ex-
tended family and friends.
Services were held Tuesday, Jan. 25, at Macon Funeral Home.

Honorary pallbearers were Destry Avans, Terry Bates, Chris
Queen, Lesher Green, Bobby Haynes, Jamie Wiggins. 
In lieu of food or flowers, consider making a donation to Pine

Grove C.A.M.O. ministry in Steve's honor. This local ministry
serves disadvantaged children and disabled vets on hunting trips,
among other services. Donations should be sent to Pine Grove
Baptist Church, CAMO Ministry, 7454 Highlands Road, Franklin,
NC 28734.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Stephen Eugene Pitts
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“Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit 
of friendliness and fellowship.”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE20 THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2022VOLUME 39    NUMBER 36NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — At first glance—aside from shar-
ing the profession of “race car driver” — Dale Earnhardt Jr.,
Mike Stefanik and Red Farmer couldn’t be more different
from one another.
A perennial Most Popular Driver at NASCAR’s

highest level of competition, Earnhardt holds two Day-
tona 500 wins among his 26 career victories.
More than that, as a driver, team owner and televi-

sion analyst, Earnhardt has transcended both the sport
of stock car racing and his own legacy as the son of
seven-time NASCAR Cup Series champion Dale Earn-
hardt.
Stefanik, a hard-nosed New Englander, drove mod-

ifieds with a relentless tenacity that carried him to
seven Whelen Modified Tour titles. Stefanik, who died
in 2019 at age 61 from injuries sustained in the crash of
a private plane, also collected two championships in
what was then the Busch North Series.
The patriarch of the Alabama gang, Farmer accu-

mulated innumerable victories—estimated between
700 and 900—at short tracks located primarily in the
Deep South. At age 89, he still competes on the one-
third mile dirt oval at the Talladega Short Track across
the highway from NASCAR’s biggest superspeedway.
Despite their varying backgrounds and diverse rac-

ing pursuits, Earnhardt, Stefanik and Farmer now share
one monumental achievement in common—after all
three entered the NASCAR Hall of Fame during an induc-
tion ceremony at the Charlotte Convention Center on Friday
night.
The climax of the ceremony was the induction of Earn-

hardt, who has made an indelible mark on a sport he was
born to. Earnhardt joined his father, a member of the inau-
gural class of 2010 in the NASCAR Hall of Fame.

NASCAR Hall of Fame welcomes Dale Earnhardt Jr., Mike Stefanik and Red Farmer

NASCAR Hall of Famers Leonard Wood, Bobby Allison, Jerry Cook, Jack Roush, Darrell Waltrip, Rick Hendrick, Ray Evernham, Joe Gibbs, Mark Martin, Tony Stewart and Jeff Gordon join Julie Ste-
fanik, NASCAR Hall of Fame inductees Red Farmer and Dale Earnhardt Jr., NASCAR Hall of Fame Executive Director Winston Kelley and NASCAR NASCAR Chairman and CEO Jim France during
the NHOF Class of 2021 Blue Jacket ceremony at NASCAR Hall of Fame on Jan. 20, 2022, in Charlotte, N.C.  Photos by Mike Comer/Getty Images

Motorsports.
Earnhardt acknowledged the importance of uncle Tony

Eury Sr., his crew chief; his sister Kelley Earnhardt Miller,
who spurred the growth of JR Motorsports and Earnhardt’s
broadcasting career; team owner Rick Hendrick; and Steve

Letarte, his crew chief at that organization.
Key to his personal life, Earnhardt said, was wife

Amy. “How do you explain someone who makes every
day of your life better?” he said.
NASCAR Hall of Fame crew chief Ray Evernham

opened the inductions by ushering Stefanik into the
Hall. Stefanik’s wife Julie, who served as her husband’s
spotter throughout his career, accepted the induction.
“This is a huge honor, and I know Michael would

have been very humbled,” Julie Stefanik said of her
husband, who set Whelen Modified Tour records for
victories (74) and poles (48).
“He was more than just a racer to us. He was a

beloved husband, father, brother and friend. And in his
honor, I’ll have a Jack and diet (Stefanik’s favorite
drink).”
Stefanik and fellow modified driver and mentor

Richie Evans are the only drivers to win nine NASCAR
championships. All of Evans’ titles came on the Modi-
fied Tour.
Three-time NASCAR Cup Series champion Tony

Stewart inducted his close friend and hunting and fish-
ing buddy Charles “Red” Farmer.
“He doesn’t know how to be quiet in a deer stand—

I can tell you that,” Stewart said. “But his stats speak for
themselves. He’s a racer’s racer and he deserves to be in the
NASCAR Hall of Fame.”
Born in Nashville and starting his racing career in Florida,

Farmer nevertheless considers Hueytown, Alabama his
hometown, in part because of his association with fellow Al-
abama Gang members Bobby and Donnie Allison. Farmer

Earnhardt’s wife Amy performed the induction of her hus-
band.
“My eyes are already watering,” Earnhardt said as the start

to his acceptance speech. “…To join Dad in the Hall of Fame
is probably as good as it’s going to get…

“I was a mechanic at a dealership. That was my destiny, or
so I thought. I changed the oil in thousands of cars.”
From those inauspicious beginnings, however, Earnhardt

followed his father into the NASCAR Xfinity Series, where
he won back-to-back championships in 1998 and 1999, and
then into NASCAR’s premier division, where he drove first
for family-owned Dale Earnhardt Inc. and then for Hendrick

NASCAR Chairman and CEO Jim France talks with NASCAR Hall of Fame in-
ductee Dale Earnhardt Jr. during the NHOF Class of 2021 Blue Jacket cere-
mony at NASCAR Hall of Fame on Jan. 20, 2022, in Charlotte, N.C. 
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has been racing for 75 of his 89 years.
“It’s something that gets in your blood, and you can’t get

it out,” Farmer said in a “fireside chat” at the induction din-
ner before the official ceremony. 

Though Farmer raced 36 times in the Cup Series over a
23-year span, with a best fin-
ish of fourth (twice) at Middle
Georgia Raceway in Macon
and Talladega Superspeed-
way, he routinely turned
down full-time Cup offers in
less-than-competitive equip-
ment.

“I was not going to be an
also-ran,” said Farmer, who
preferred to win races and
championships on the short
tracks. That didn’t prevent
him, however, from winning
the Modified title in 1956.

The NASCAR Hall is the
10th hall of fame to honor
Farmer.

“If these Hall of Fames
were a Christmas tree with all
the ornaments around it, this
NASCAR award would be
the gold star on top of that
Christmas tree,” Farmer said
during his induction speech.

As part of the Friday night
program, the late Bob Jenkins
was recognized with the

Squier-Hall Award for NASCAR Media Excellence for his
pioneering work in television and radio broadcasting. 

The late Ralph Seagraves was honored with the 2021
Landmark Award for Outstanding Contributions to
NASCAR. As an executive with R.J. Reynolds, Seagraves

(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

was instrumental in bring the Winston sponsorship to
NASCAR’s foremost series, as well as to the grassroots rac-
ing NASCAR supported.

Richard Childress Racing announces partnership 
with guaranteed rate
WELCOME, N.C. – Guaranteed Rate, a leader in mort-

gage lending and digital financial services, and Richard Chil-
dress Racing (RCR) have announced a partnership with
Tyler Reddick and his No. 8 Chevrolet for multiple races
during the 2022 NASCAR Cup Series.

Fans can experience the unveiling of the new No. 8 Guar-
anteed Rate Chevrolet on social media as it hits the track for
the first time on Tuesday, Jan. 25 with Reddick behind the
wheel at the final Next Gen test of the offseason at Phoenix
Raceway.

“I’m excited to partner with Guaranteed Rate this season,”
said Reddick. “Their commitment to the power of belief con-
nects perfectly with what the entire Richard Childress Rac-
ing team is striving to achieve. We are looking forward to
working together to showcase our commitment to NASCAR
fans everywhere.”

Reddick and RCR join a host of Guaranteed Rate’s suc-
cessful sports partnerships, which include the NHL, National
Lacrosse League, UFC, Bassmaster and the Professional
Bowlers Association.

“We’re thrilled to partner with Richard Childress Racing
as Tyler gets behind the wheel of his new and improved Next
Gen No. 8,” said Guaranteed Rate Vice President of Sports
Marketing and Partnerships Steve McNelley. “Our focus on
technology, innovation and speed makes this sponsorship a
perfect fit, and we’re proud to kick off the season with one
of NASCAR’s most talented drivers.”

NASCAR Hall of Famers Leonard Wood, Rusty Wallace, Ray Evernham, Mark Martin, Tony Stew-
art Jeff Gordon talk during the NHOF Class of 2021 Blue Jacket ceremony at NASCAR Hall of
Fame on Jan. 20, 2022, in Charlotte, N.C. 

NASCAR Chairman and CEO Jim France presents Julie Stefanik with the jacket for her husband
NASCAR Hall of Fame inductee Mike Stefanik during the NHOF Class of 2021 Blue Jacket ceremony at
NASCAR Hall of Fame on Jan. 20, 2022 in Charlotte, N.C.

NASCAR Chairman and CEO Jim France presents Red Farmer with his jacket during the
NHOF Class of 2021 Blue Jacket ceremony at NASCAR Hall of Fame on Jan. 20, 2022, in
Charlotte, N.C.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

65. Refrigerator sound
67. Poppy seed derivative
69. Bitterly regretting
70. Egyptian cobra
71. Part of a stair
72. Seedy source of Omega-
3s
73. More, in Madrid
74. Changes to a manuscript

DOWN
1. Cape ____, MA
2. Copycat
3. Carte du jour
4. Spectrum maker
5. Delilah's lover
6. Roofed colonnade
7. Expression of satisfaction
8. Angry

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME:
WINTER OLYMPICS

ACROSS
1. Sleeps in a tent
6. Horror movie franchise
9. Varieties
13. Mozart's "Die Zauber-
flote"
14. Road crew supply
15. Moron
16. Workman's cotton,
once
17. Exclamation of sur-
prise
18. Monte Cristo's title, in
French
19. *Olympic Athletes from
____, 2018 hockey win-
ners
21. *Figure skating jump
(2 words)
23. Capone's ilk, e.g.
24. Attention-getting
sound
25. Eminem's genre
28. Cashier's call
30. Hit-or-miss
35. It will
37. *Triple one in figure
skating
39. Hustle and bustle
40. German Mrs.
41. A mile racer
43. a.k.a. horse mackerel
44. Jargon
46. Workbench holding
device
47. Health club offering
48. Diner, e.g.
50. Latin for "and others"
52. ____ Aviv
53. Ill-mannered one
55. Curiosity's victim?
57. *2022 Winter
Olympics location
61. *Torch Relay starting
point
64. "____ ____ the Fam-
ily" TV series

9. Revered one
10. Fancy ride
11. Japanese zither
12. Pas in ballet
15. "Freezing" Marvel char-
acter
20. Letter-shaped girder
22. "____ the land of the
free..."
24. Designer's studio
25. *Biathlon gear
26. Skylit lobbies
27. Manufacturing site
29. *2022 Winter Olympics
number
31. Like Curious George
32. Monocot's alternative
33. "Killers of the Flower
Moon" Oklahoma location

34. *Olympic award
36. *Olympic sled
38. For fear that
42. Respond
45. Circling
49. Far, old-fashioned
51. Capital of Punjab
54. Early Irish alphabet
56. Sort of warm
57. Vomit
58. Twelfth month of Jewish
year
59. Pelvic bones
60. Put a hex on
61. Concert units
62. Not yet final
63. Edible fat
66. *Miracle on Ice winner
68. Not Miss or Ms.

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

Download The Macon County
News to your computer, 
tablet or smart phone. 

Read THE MACON COUNTY 
NEWS Online for FREE

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

themaconcountynewsonline.com
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882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  •  Sat. 8am- Noon

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS  •  PARTS
MACON RENTAL CO.

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL SERVICE RATES

ONE HOUR LABOR $75
String Trimmer, Chainsaws, Blowers  $35

*Parts Not Included
Push/Self-Propelled Mowers  $65

*Parts Not Included
Rider/Zero Turn w/o Transmission  $115

*Parts Not Included
Rider/Zero Turn w/ Transmission  $195

*Parts Not Included

HUSTLER/ALTOZ/GRAVELY/REDMAX
General Service  *Parts Not Included $105

Transmission Only Service  *Parts Not Included $95
General & Transmission  *Parts Not Included $185
*Does not include extra/over issues, E.G. Carburetor Work

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

828-349-4500

WE LIFT 4X4s

In Otto 
since 1998

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

30o/13o

7%
50o/27o

4%
47o/25o

0%
52o/25o

9%
41o/16o

38%

CLEANING PACKING OR-
GANIZING & Other Household
Services. Great References.
Mountain Area Property Serv-
ices (828)550-4585.
SKILLED CERTIFIED NURS-
ING Assistant/Companion,
Available 12-hour Shifts, Cook-
ing, Cleaning, Laundry. Experi-
ence working with matters of
dementia and sundowning.
(845)807-4121.
FREE LAWN CARE Esti-
mates, $5. Off With Ad, Fall
Clean Up & Care, Mulch/Fer-
tilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too
Large or Too Small. Bob
(828)342-5273.
POSITIVELY CLEAN Providing
a professional and personalized
cleaning service. Call or text for
a quote today! (828)371-9339.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE RE-
PAIR & Service,  867 Highlands
Rd., by Franklin Flea Market.
(828)342-5135.
STOCKTON’S HOME Remod-
eling & Additions, Everything
from A-Z.   Free Estimates.
(828)371-5307.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC. Cell
(828)371-9754.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home
Repairs, 30 Years Experience,
Insured, Satisfaction Guaran-
teed, Interior and Exterior Paint-
ing, Pressure Washing. Free
Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.
NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC.  Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More!
Licensed & Insured, Free Es-
timates (828)524-6959.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure
Washing, Handyman, 35 Years
Experience. Cell (239)860-
0117, home (828)332-4382.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524-2956.
SHUTTLE CAR Service to Air-
ports, Bus & Train. (305)216-
7234 or (954)650-3851.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems,  Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling,
6” Drilled Wells for Farms
Homes and Industries, Free
Estimates. 248 Crane Circle,
Franklin. (828)524-4976.
DIESCHER ELECTRIC Profes-
sional service. Reasonable
rates. NC Licensed and fully
insured. 20+ years experi-
ence. (845)807-1326.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting,   Electrical/Plumb-
ing, Repairs of any kind.  40
Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL
PUMPS Sales Service & Instal-
lation of Pumps and Iron Re-
moval Systems. For All Your
Water Needs.(828)369-5176.
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ROOT & BARREL Restaurant
is looking for Kitchen Help
(828)369-3663.
KENNEL ATTENDANT part-
time (28 hours a week) honest ,
dependable, able to lift 50 lbs,
own transportation, references
and pass drug test. Apply in per-
son Monday-Friday  11am-3pm.
AARC  851 Lake Emory Rd.
NOW HIRING Local Contractor
seeks all manner of Carpentry
Workers, from general laborers
to skilled carpenters. Pay based
upon experience. Year round
employment with paid holidays.
Call (828)342-4509.
AUTO BODY MAN/PAINTER
Wanted Apply after 3pm at 69
Mill St. Franklin. (828)421-7332
Leave Message.
COMPANION HEALTH CARE
is looking for compassionate
and caring individuals to
work in homes. CNAs and
PCAs part-time, flexible
hours. If you enjoy caring for
others, contact Heather
(828)524-6444.
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20.24 ACRES unrestricted
and backs up to USFS land.
Road in place, easy access
yet very private. Gentle
slope with nice views. Desir-
able Cartoogechaye town-
ship. Tract has been
subdivided into six lots and
recorded with county.
$299,000. Call or text
(727)460-0714.
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COMMERCIAL OFFICE
BUILDING for lease in Franklin.
8 individual offices/kitchen
area/reception area. Call
(828)421-1542 for info. Text or
leave message.

 

 

  

 

   

 

Commercial Rentals
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RV/CAMPER LOT Short dis-
tance to town.  $325/month.  6-
month minimum. Includes water,
sewer, and trash.  Text your
email address to (828)346-1200
for all the details.
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building Ma-
terials, Doors & Windows, Appli-
ances & More!  (828)524-5273.
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main
St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.
10-4pm.
REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tues.-
Sat. 10am-3pm.  Benefits Vic-
tims of Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

MILITARY SURPLUS W/C
Pants/Shirts, Jackets. Military
Boots On Sale. Cold Weather
Clothing, Field Gear, Sleep
Bags, Packs, Bags.  (828)349-
3140.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older.  Call Debbie  (941)266-
7084.
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RECYCLE!Take care of
the Earth

(828) 524-4588
P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road

Franklin, NC 28734

• Cat Litter    • Rice
• Laundry Detergent

• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food



YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW TRAILBLAZERSNEW SILVERADOS NEW EQUINOXS
FROM
$37,900

FROM
$24,000

FROM
$24,900

PR
E-

OW
NE

D 
IN

VE
NT

OR
Y

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

We now offer
Window Tint
service!

Serv-Pro sanitizes our entire dealership using EPA approved hospital grade cleaning sollutions adhering to CDC guidelines

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR

2021 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD LTZ 20,791
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 209
2021 Ford Bronco Sport 1,201
2019 Volkswagen Golf SportWagen 56,048
2017 Toyota RAV4 LE 83,441
2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan Luxury 73,798
2022 Chevrolet Silverado 3500HD High Country 3,761
2020 Ram 2500 Longhorn Diamond 23,286
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 22,240
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Trail Boss 15,112
2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT 83,857
2020 GMC Acadia AT4 28,261
2020 Chevrolet Traverse LT 14,559
2002 Hyundai Elantra 232,0432
2017 Volkswagen Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition 59,132
2019 Chevrolet Express Cargo Van 12,089
2022 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 489
2015 Buick LaCrosse 104,189
2015 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 103,259
2020 Subaru Outback Onyx Edition XT 27,594
2018 TRAILER TRAILER 0
2021 Toyota Highlander 1,996
2021 Tesla Model 3 Standard Range Plus 15,196
2008 Ford Super Duty F-350 DRW 122,960
2019 Nissan Sentra SV 15,009

2019 Chevrolet Malibu LT 43,903
2021 Kia K5 LXS 4,963
2013 Chevrolet Equinox LT 161,626
2019 Chevrolet Sonic LT 59,039
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD 30,903
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT 35
2002 Chevrolet Avalanche 257,555
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD Work Truck 30,903
2020 Subaru Crosstrek Limited 14,430
2008 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD LT w/1LT 139,065
2015 Chevrolet Traverse LS 85,983
2021 Ram 2500 Tradesman 3,647
2022 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 201
2021 Chevrolet Equinox Premier 23,547
2015 Nissan Altima 2.5 S 59,261
2016 Chevrolet Traverse LT 59,421
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country 44,359
2005 Ford Five Hundred SEL 106,364
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 7,681
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71 14,918
2018 Volkswagen Atlas 3.6L V6 SE 71,947
2020 Chevrolet Corvette 3LT 8,263
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 55,201
2017 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 61,657
2021 Kia Telluride S 8,173

2012 Chevrolet Colorado LT w/1LT 117,555
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 90,498
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali 25,059
2020 Porsche 911 6,135
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 104,810
2021 Toyota Tacoma 4WD 4,746
2019 Land Rover Range Rover Sport HSE Dynamic 37,751
2018 Chevrolet Cruze LS 54,872
2018 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sport S 35,240
2020 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4 15,588
2019 Chevrolet Colorado 4WD ZR2 6,685
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 4,798
2015 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Altitude 39,030
2019 GMC Yukon XL Denali 63,696
2020 Cadillac Escalade Premium Luxury 7,309
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 46,162
2021 Chevrolet Suburban RST 3,017
2021 Chevrolet Tahoe RST 10,875
2021 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 2,594
2015 Chevrolet Corvette 2LT 15,349
2021 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 18,191
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 44,668
2019 Ram 1500 Big Horn/Lone Star 17,208
1983 Chevrolet Corvette 61,350
1972 Chevrolet Corvette 97,217

MILESMODELMAKEYEAR MILESMODELMAKEYEAR
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