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Crawford Center still looking after its seniors

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Since the Coronavirus pandemic first made its way to
North Carolina, state and local governments have been
working around the clock to implement preventative meas-
ures to sustain the infrastructure of the healthcare system
and flatten the curve – local governments are now looking
toward the future and how to help residents recover moving
forward. 
With retail businesses closed for weeks as part of Gov.

Roy Cooper’s executive order implemented in an attempt to
prevent the spread of COVID-19, sales tax revenues are pre-
sumably down, meaning county governments will receive
reduced funding from the state. With so many unknown fac-
tors, Macon County Manager Derek Roland told the board
that the budgeting process for this year will be very differ-
ent. 
“There is going to be uncertainty,” said Roland. “When

you’re in a recession and you’re planning to come out of

Roland: Budget process
‘very different’ this year

See BALMER page 5
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How refreshing to see. These ladies who used to meet at the senior center for dinner now visiting with each other on the square
at least 6 feet apart chatting over a noon time meal. Left to right Barbara Hanak, Marsha Luczak, Linda Graves, Beverly Driscoll,
Mary K. Barbour, Evelyn Helmick and Marsha Cobb. Photo by Vickie

Balmer notes changes in
NYC’s COVID-19 crisis 

See BUDGET page 5

Brittney Lofthouse - Contributing  Writer

Editor’s note: Aubrey Balmer, a Family Nurse Practitioner
has spent the last two weeks in New York serving on the
frontlines of the Covid-19 crisis. The following chronicles
her second week on the job.
Headlines around the country last week read “Queens

leads NYC with more than 33,000 infections and 2,100
deaths of the Coronavirus.” To put that into perspective,
Queens is reporting about the same number of positive
COVID-19 patients as Macon County has residents. Queens
is the area of New York City that Franklin resident Aubrey
Balmer was assigned when she arrived in the city as a health
care worker. 
Despite last week’s headlines, Balmer said she is seeing

improvements in the city. 
“They’re downsizing our facility to a 100-bed from 450

and are farming providers out into the hospitals,” said
Balmer. That’s a good thing - case numbers are improving.
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We are open!
With God’s blessing and your support,

we will continue to serve our community
for as long as possible. Stay safe out there!

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

73o/45o

40%

71o/47o

20%

64o/49o

100%

61o/37o 63o/38o

20%
40%

Why completing the 2020 Census is  important to North Carolina
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

The 2020 Census counts every person
living in the United States and five U.S. ter-
ritories.

The count is mandated by the Constitu-
tion and conducted by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. The 2020 Census counts the
population in the United States and five
U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands). Each home would have re-
ceived an invitation to respond to a short
questionnaire—online, by phone,
or by mail—between March 12-
20.  The census provides critical
data that lawmakers, business
owners, teachers, and many oth-
ers use to provide daily services,
products, and support for the
community. Every year, billions
of dollars in federal funding go
to hospitals, fire departments,
schools, roads, and other re-
sources based on census data.

Why the government needs 
your information 
The results of the census de-

termines the number of seats
each state will have in the U.S.
House of Representatives, and
the data is used to draw congres-
sional and state legislative dis-
tricts.

It's also in the Constitution: Article 1,
Section 2, mandates that the country con-
duct a count of its population once every 10
years. The 2020 Census will mark the 24th
time that the country has counted its popu-
lation since 1790.

Census results influence highway plan-
ning and construction, as well as grants for
buses, subways, and other public transit
systems.

Census results help determine how
money is allocated for the Head Start pro-
gram and for grants that support teachers
and special education.

Census data helps communities respond
to natural disasters and secure funding for
hospitals and fire departments.

The list goes on, including programs to
support rural areas, to restore wildlife, to
prevent child abuse, to prepare for wild-

fires, and to provide housing assistance for
older adults.

Over the next decade, lawmakers, busi-
ness owners, and many others will use 2020
Census data to make critical decisions. The
results will show where communities need
new schools, new clinics, new roads, and
more services for families, older adults, and
children.

The results will also establish how hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in federal fund-
ing are allocated to more than 100
programs, including Medicaid, Head Start,
block grants for community mental health

services, and the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, also known as SNAP. 

North Carolina lags behind in reporting
The State of North Carolina does not

have dedicated funds to support the 2020
Census operation. Currently, North Car-
olina is lagging in Census participation. As
of this week, N.C. ranks 38th nationally for
self-response participation with 46.6 per-
cent of households responding. More than
ever, North Carolina depends on an accu-
rate count to receive its share of $1.5 tril-
lion in federal funding that will be critical
for programs, services and infrastructure as
the state recovers from COVID-19. In re-
sponse to COVID-19 the Census operation
has been extended to Oct. 31, 2020, which
means that the state gets one more shot to
make an investment in North Carolina’s
economic future for the next 10 years.

There is still time to turn in your census
In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, the

U.S. Census Bureau is adjusting 2020 Cen-
sus operations in order to:

• Protect the health and safety of the
American public and Census Bureau em-
ployees.

• Implement guidance from federal, state
and local authorities.

• Ensure a complete and accurate count
of all communities.

The Census Bureau temporarily sus-
pended 2020 Census field data collection
activities in March. Steps are already being

taken to reactivate field offices beginning
June 1, in preparation for the resumption of
field data collection operations as quickly
as possible following June 1. This means
that residents still have time to get their
census data in by mail or online before the
deadline of Oct. 31, to submit their data.
Field operations will resume in June and
operations employees will be going door to
door to help anyone who needs assistance
filling out the census.

Confidentiality is key
The Census Bureau is bound by Title 13

of the U.S. Code to keep collected infor-
mation confidential. Under Title 13, the
Census Bureau cannot release any identifi-
able information about you, your home, or
your business, even to law enforcement
agencies. The law ensures that your private
data is protected and that your answers can-

not be used against you by any government
agency or court. Violating Title 13 is a fed-
eral crime, punishable by prison time
and/or a fine of up to $250,000.

The answers you provide are used only
to produce statistics. Respondents are kept
anonymous: The Census Bureau is not per-
mitted to publicly release responses in any
way that could identify respondents or any-
one else in the home. No question regard-
ing citizenship appears on the census. 

Make a video, earn money
Census accelerate, an initiative within

the innovation arm of the U.S.
Census Bureau has launched its
first-ever video prize competi-
tion to reward the most engag-
ing, impactful, and informative
videos about the 2020 Census –
with a total of $50,000 in cash
prizes.  The objective of the chal-
lenge is to use creative videos to
reach hard-to-count communi-
ties. 

This initiative calls for the
most impactful, accurate, inspir-
ing, funny, creative, factual and
culturally relevant videos to edu-
cate the masses about the 2020
Census and mobilize communi-
ties to respond, reminding them
that it’s not too late to self-re-
spond online, by phone or by
mail. The challenge will focus on

short-format video content-30 seconds to 3
minutes in length-for social, platforms like
YouTube.

The U.S. Census Bureau will be award-
ing a total of $50,000 for video submis-
sions that can encourage hard to count
communities to fill out the 2020 Census –
$30,000 - Grand Prize; $10,000 – Runner
Up Prize; and a $10,000 – Student Prize.

Submissions close on May 7 at 11:59 pm
EDT. Winners will be announced in early
June.

Go to, GetOutTheCountVideoChallnge,
for specific details on how to enter. 

Student applicants can still be considered
for the grand prize or runner up prize.

Students under the age of 18 are permit-
ted to apply for the Prize Challenge with a
consent form signed by a parent or
guardian. Email census.accelerate@cen-
sus.gov  to request this form.

https://www.facebook.com/milliesusedbooks/
https://www.facebook.com/Furniture-Flips-More-1141708456005898/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
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Structure untouched 
by massive mudslide

The storm that swept through Western North Carolina Sunday, April 12, re-
sulted in a total of 13 debris flows or significant slope failures. The old
Franklin Lumber and Dry Kiln off Maxwell House Road narrowly escaped
damage as the mudslide estimated to be 4,000 feet in length stopped just
short of the door of the building. Officials have inferred that the debris flow
may have been greater than the mudslide that caused the Peek’s Creek dis-

aster that claimed five lives in
September 2004.

Photos by 
Betsey Gooder

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St. 

Franklin, NC
Mon.–Fri. 8-5
Since 1997

Complete Auto Repair Shop

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

Pick Up and Delivery Available

• Curbside
Service

• Auto
Mechanic
on Duty

• Blade
Sharpening

• Spring
Service

Servicing All
Golf Carts &

Small Engines

http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/
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Continued from page 1BALMER
person you will be from here on forward. A strong, whole-
some character doesn’t just appear in a person, it is devel-
oped. Your future is intentional.”
Choosing to let her experiences shape her for the better –

Balmer thinks about her son back at home, with whom she
video chats, and how he would view the kindness of those
surrounding her. 
“What I can tell you is my son would be so impacted by the

people around me,” said Balmer. “People in the neighbor-
hoods near a few of our hotels have taken rotations bringing
hot food or random toiletries to the hotels for healthcare
workers. The city breaks out in cheer for healthcare workers
every night at 7 p.m. High rises all over the city are full of
children watching a city support healing in their communi-
ties.”
In terms of personal impact, Balmer said she is processing

everything and everyone, all of which impacts her.  
“On a personal level I’m next to people who left everything

to risk whatever may come,” said Balmer. “One NP decided
to go into medicine after she lost a mother to AIDS after it
was accidentally contracted from a blood transfusion. She has
taken on caring for our patients that are HIV positive. We
have hands holding the hands of people who were put on

dying and facilitating Skype calls to family members
even though it was recommended that no one go in the
room unless absolutely necessary, but they chose to do
their best to make a death one of dignity and peace.
Each one of us has a trajectory we are feeding into.”
After two weeks of long 12-hour days, with no days

off in between shifts, Balmer hopes to implore those
following her journey to ignite change…for the better. 
“In a time when rationale says to hold back and con-

serve, I’m encouraging you to wow the people in your
life. Be generous, whether that’s financially to people in
need, or offering comfort and hope in a time of anxiety,
or with skills: cooking for elderly or sewing masks.
COVID is significant, but not compared to how you
allow it to shape you,” she said. “I’m overwhelmed and
humbled by the love and support of the Macon County
community - letters, messages, calls, prayers. I feel so
blessed, in tears at times. My hope is that you’d take
that energy and your resources and put that into those
around you. This crisis and your response in it feed into
what will one day just be a legacy.”Family Nurse Practitioner Aubrey Balmer (far right) and her coworkers

don home-sewn masks to work in New York City.

Continued from page 1BUDGET
that recession, there are some trends you can look to and
some economic activity that you can look at and be able to
project revenues off of. This is totally different. We don’t
know how quickly the economy is going to start back, we
don’t know what will be allowed to start back, and we don’t
know when it will start back. All of these things tie in to a
budget process and revenue forecasting that is extremely un-
certain.”
Roland is working with department heads to address the

typical needs and services provided by the county as well as
developing a plan to fund anticipated needs that arise as a
result of the pandemic. 
“We will see a very conservative approach and we will

have something that, whether it’s one month, three months,
six months, or a year, when it’s over, we won’t be in a situ-
ation where we’ve overestimated our revenues,” said
Roland. “I promise. So, when forecasting these revenues,
we’re going to be as conservative as we can and budget for
a worst-case scenario for this budget process.”
The Town of Franklin is in the same boat as the county

and according to Town Manager Summer Woodard, the
town is crafting a budget to allow the town to prepare for
what is to come. 
“Our revenue’s down about 30 percent and we anticipate

that to continue to drop,” said Woodard. “However, we’ve
had some additional revenue come in as far as water taps
and utility fees, which could offset some of that. The future
is still unsure so as we go into this budget, the staff has been
very mindful of how we’re going to end this year and really
looking at expenditures and how we’re going to address that
in the new budget.”
With agencies such as the League of Municipalities pro-

viding information and planning predictions, Woodard said
the town is moving forward with the budget planning
process. 
“We told our department heads this first quarter going

into this new budget, it’s going to be challenging for every-
one across the state and the U.S. Again, these numbers are
from a conservative budget standpoint, but please keep in
mind that, given the current crisis, they could change.
They’re (The League of Municipalities) also saying to be
even more conservative with the sales tax. Statewide,
they’re considering at least a 25 percent decrease.”

Balmer video chats with her son, Breck.

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  •  Sat. 8am- Noon
SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS  •  PARTS
MACON RENTAL CO.
Pickup & Delivery Available

Equipment Repair &
Rental Available

CALL FIRST FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

75 W. Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
(828) 524-0502

•  We are limiting the amount of people inside the store

• Curbside Service Available

• Call ahead to place order & we will bring 
  it to your car

• Customers can download ACE App to your phone

• Garden Center Open – Seeds for your Garden, 
  Flowers and all your other Garden needs

YES, WE ARE OPEN!

https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachianace/
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Crawford Center still taking care of its seniors despite restrictions 
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

The Crawford Senior Center building may
be closed to visitors and participants due to
the pandemic, but many activities are still
going on, albeit, through various mediums.
The majority of the staff is still working but
many of the volunteers are not presently vol-
unteering, due to safety concerns. 
“We are packaging and distributing meals

through our home delivered meal program
and congregate drive-through meals,” ex-
plains Senior Center director Jennifer Holli-
field.  “The community resource center is
still assisting the community with phoned in
needs. The Adult Day Program is in daily
phone contact with all their participants.
SHIIP (senior health insurance program)
staff is still answering phone call questions.

Some exercise classes, such as yoga and Tai
Chi, are being recorded and put on our Face-
book page.” 
The Crawford Senior Center Facebook

page is experiencing an increased amount of
followers posting a variety of things such as
activities, videos and photos for their partic-
ipants. 
The center is serving hot meals on week-

days including drive-through and home de-
livery. They are serving around 150 hot and
nutritionally balanced lunches each day, to
seniors.  Staff is also calling participants
daily to check up on them. 
“We all miss getting to spend time with

our participants,” said Hollifield.
If a senior is in need of a hot meal, all they

have to do is call the center at (828)349-2058
to register for free daily meals. The drive

through congregate meals are being distrib-
uted at the Senior Center at 108 Wayah St.
daily from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Troy Palmer is a senior citizen and center

participant who is on the advisory commit-
tee. Palmer moved to Franklin about four
years ago. He recalls how many seniors par-
take in the lunches at the center on Monday,
Wednesday and Fridays when they also play
bingo. Small prizes are given out to winners,
such as mugs or other homemade gifts which
are donated by participants. 
“The meals are by far very good,”says

Palmer. 
Most of all the participants enjoy the so-

cialization they get from being at the center. 
“I’m lucky enough to be able to drive and

I have my dog to keep me company. Many
seniors don’t drive and they have no family
close by, so they are missing the social as-
pect that the center usually offers.” 
He says he has spoken to about half-dozen

of the participants and they are basically
doing okay. 
Under the circumstances the Senior Center

is doing everything they can to stay in touch
with the members and to help them remain
active through Facebook videos such as tai
chi and yoga. One challenge for seniors is
the use of technology. Not all seniors are
able to log onto Facebook and some don’t
have smart phones, but the daily phone calls
are still very much appreciated by the folks
who can’t participate digitally.Senior Center employee Amy Ainsworth places food into a waiting vehicle, while Macon county

employee Coleman Buchanan holds the door for her.

Senior center workers wait to load vehicles with meals for pickup or to be delivered to seniors
in the community. Photo by Diane Peltz

http://www.gillettelawnc.com
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828-524-8080
121 Phillips Street 

Franklin, NC
Smoky Mountain

Center
PREGNANCY CARE

We are here for you; 
you are not alone!

Families may be experiencing difficult 
situations with the COVID-19 days we are living in.
Go to our websites or use SMPCC’s Google Text 

#720SMPCC NC to seek answers of how we can help.

www.SMPCC.org

www.heartforfamilies.com

SUBSCRIBE FOR ONLY

26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

(828)369-6767
Per Year
Includes Tax

$29.00
maconcountynews@gmail.com

NC schools using 3D printers to make protective face shields 
Kelly Hinchcliffe
Carolina Public Press

While schools across North Carolina
sit empty due to the new coronavirus
outbreak, some staff members are
using classroom technology to produce
face shields for health care workers
who are battling COVID-19, the dis-
ease caused by the virus.
Buncombe County Schools and

Western Carolina University are using
their 3D printers to make the much
needed protective equipment.
“We did a trial run and ran that by the

(emergency management officials) to
make sure we had their approval before
going into larger production,” said
Barry Pace, Buncombe County Schools
director of technology.
Buncombe school leaders gathered

all of their 3D printers — 50 in total —
and brought them to Nesbitt Discovery
Academy in Asheville, where staff
members have been printing frames for
the protective face shields.
The process takes a few hours per

shield. Staffers attach sheets of clear
plastic material, glue the 3D-printed
frames in place, add foam barriers on
top of the frames and seal the seams with
electrical tape.
Taylor Baldwin, Buncombe’s career and

technical education director, made the pro-
totypes. Buncombe officials also said the
Asheville City Schools also helped print
some of the headband pieces using Bald-

win’s design on their 3D printers.
“(I) needed to try six different times be-

fore the product was ready,” Baldwin said
in a story posted on the school system’s
website. “It doesn’t get much more ‘real-
life’ than that. And I’m not even an engineer.
I’m using Autodesk Inventor, the same soft-

ware our students use. I hope the kids can
see the power of technology combined with
autonomy and innovative thinking.”
At Western Carolina University, faculty,

staff and students in the College of Engi-
neering and Technology have been using 3D
printers in the college’s Rapid Center to de-

velop visors for face shields.
Their work is part of a nationwide

initiative by Stratasys, manufacturer of
several 3D printers used by WCU’s
Rapid Center, according to the univer-
sity. The company has issued a nation-
wide call to businesses, industries and
universities to use their 3D printers to
make face shields for the medical com-
munity.
“Our maximum capacity is about

120 per week when we run 24/7,”
Patrick Gardner, director of WCU’s
Rapid Center, said in a statement.
“That’s not a huge number compared
to Ford, Toyota and some of the other
national manufacturers involved in this
effort, but each one is a precious com-
modity.”
WCU is shipping its face shields to

Stratasys in quantities of 100 for col-
lection and distribution to hospitals,
emergency responders and others on
the front lines, according to the school.
In a separate project, emergency

services personnel from another county
have asked WCU to produce more per-
sonal protective equipment for them as
well.
“It looks like we may be able to use

3D printers to build custom connectors for
their emergency gear, which are in very
short supply,” Gardner said. “They are ship-
ping samples to us, and we will evaluate to
see how we can help. If we can assist them,
we may be able to extend that service to
other counties.”

Laurel Bates, the assistant to the assistant superintendent for auxiliary services with Buncombe County
Schools, works with protective equipment the schools have created using 3D printers. 

Photo courtesy of Buncombe County Schools

https://www.facebook.com/dlbodyshop/
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Got a tooth ache during Covid-19? 
Here’s when to call your dentist 

One of the many consequences of the coronavirus pandemic
involves the limitations imposed on dental work.

The American Dental Association (ADA), realizing that
close proximity during office visits between dentists, their
team, and patients could risk transmission of the virus, rec-
ommended that all dentistry practices close for everything ex-
cept emergencies through April 30.

That means postponing routine checkups/exams, elective
procedures and non-urgent dental visits. But it also raises ques-
tions about what constitutes a dental emergency during the
pandemic, and how dentists are viewing this narrower but im-
portant focus of their practice.

“We all have so much concern for everyone’s health during
this difficult time,” says Dr. Rick Mars (www.dentalcare-
group.net), a general dentist and the author of The Big Smile:
The Principles of Modern Dentistry – for Dentists and Patients.

“You never want your patients to put off checkups or pro-
cedures that enhance their oral care, but in the interest of pub-
lic health, the best things we can do are follow the proper
guidelines, encourage our patients to practice good oral hy-
giene during the pandemic, and be grateful we can treat the
numerous kinds of emergencies that can’t wait.

“Allowing dentists to focus on patients with emergencies
significantly reduces the chances of patients ending in hospi-
tal emergency rooms, which would result in further overbur-
dening of those facilities. We’re mindful of many healthcare
facilities struggling to treat the number of COVID-19 cases,
and the essential need to preserve personal protective equip-
ment for the doctors and nurses at the front lines.”

The ADA defines a dental emergency as those situations that
“are potentially life threatening and require immediate treat-
ment to stop ongoing tissue bleeding or to alleviate severe pain
or infection.” The list includes:

• Uncontrolled bleeding
• Facial cellulitis
• Swelling or trauma to facial bones that might compromise

breathing
• Abscess or localized bacterial infection resulting in pain

and swelling
• Severe cavities causing pain
• Pain in a tooth or in the jaw bone
• Painful dentures that need adjusting
• Replacement of temporary fillings
• Conditions like dry socket that need dressing changes
• Adjustments for orthodontic appliances that are creating

open wounds
• A gum infection that includes swelling or pain
• Broken or knocked-out teeth
Non-emergency dental procedures as defined by the ADA

include:
• Initial or periodic oral examinations and recall visits, in-

cluding routine radiographs
• Routine dental cleaning and other preventive therapies
• Orthodontic procedures other than those to address acute

issues (e.g., pain, infection, trauma)
• Extraction of asymptomatic teeth
• Restorative dentistry including treatment of asymptomatic

lesions
• Aesthetic dental procedures.
“This is an unprecedented time for all of us, but it’s very im-

portant to control the things we can right now,” Dr. Mars says.
“Oral hygiene is always important, and with so many staying
home it’s the right time to practice and continue good oral
habits – and to avoid emergency dental work.

“Brushing and flossing consistently make a big difference,
especially when you can’t see your dentist for regular check-
ups and cleanings. And look at it this way, you won’t have to
lie the next time you do see your dentist and hygienist and they
ask if you floss.”

Optometric Society cautions against avoidable 
ER visits for eye care during ongoing pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to rapidly evolve
and place unprecedented strain on the U.S. healthcare sys-
tem, the North Carolina Optometric Society (NCOS), along
with the American Optometric Association (AOA), encour-
ages patients with urgent or emergency eye care needs to con-
tact their local doctor of optometry before seeking treatment
in emergency rooms. These actions will help reduce burdens
on emergency departments and combat further community
spread and a wider outbreak.

“Most eye-related conditions reported in local emergency
departments may be treatable in an outpatient optometry of-
fice or clinic,” says NCOS President Scott Athans, O.D.
“When it comes to eye-related emergencies, patients should
first contact their local doctor of optometry for guidance and
possible treatment before heading to an already-over-
whelmed hospital emergency room.”

Urgent or emergent care needs may include those related
to systemic and ocular disease or injury where there is sig-
nificant risk of permanent vision loss because of any post-
ponement of care. It also may include visits where patients
are experiencing discomfort, blurry vision, changes in vision,
or other symptoms that significantly impact or interfere with
day-to-day activities.

As the coronavirus pandemic continues, many emergency
rooms throughout the U.S. are triaging only the most urgent,

life-threatening cases. Unnecessary and non-emergency vis-
its to the ER can not only put an individual at risk of trans-
mission, but also take away supplies and resources from more
critically ill patients who have no other treatment options.

While optometry offices have restricted their in-person vis-
its and procedures to urgent and emergency patients only for
the next several weeks, following guidance from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), doctors of op-
tometry will assess the level of care the patient needs—
whether it’s telehealth or urgent care that requires a visit to the
doctor's office or ER—to ensure they get the appropriate
treatment while allowing hospitals to make the best use of
their available resources.

“Research shows treating eye emergencies at eye doctors’
offices can potentially divert 1.4 million patients away from
ERs each year,” says AOA President Barbara L. Horn, O.D.
“Easing the burden on local emergency departments and con-
serving much-needed resources is especially critical at this
time, and as frontline providers, doctors of optometry are ris-
ing to the challenge by assuring continued access to essential
health care nationwide.”

Patients can find a local NCOS doctor of optometry at
NCEyes.org. For coronavirus-related updates, visit
aoa.org/coronavirus.

NCDHHS implements new mental health supports for North
Carolinians, including health care workers and their families 

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Services has two new mental health resources to support
North Carolinians throughout the COVID-19 crisis. 

The Hope4NC Helpline (1-855-587-3463) connects North
Carolinians to additional mental health and resilience sup-
ports that help them cope and build resilience during times
of crisis. As part of the state’s recent hurricane recovery ef-
forts it served over 4,400 people in the most impacted coun-
ties, and now it is being made available to everyone in North
Carolina’s 100 counties during the COVID-19 crisis. This
initiative is in partnership with all seven of the state’s
LME/MCOs and REAL Crisis Intervention Inc. in
Greenville. Hope4NC is now available 24 hours per day,
seven days a week to speak to a live person.

The Hope4Healers Helpline (919-226-2002) is a new ini-
tiative in partnership with the North Carolina Psychological
Foundation. It provides mental health and resilience sup-
ports for health care professionals, emergency medical spe-
cialists, first responders, other staff who work in health care
settings and their families throughout the state who are ex-
periencing stress from being on the front lines of the state’s
COVID-19 response. Hope4Healers is also available 24
hours per day, seven days a week for people to reach out for
support; they will be contacted quickly by a licensed men-
tal health professional for follow-up. 

"These are challenging and uncertain times for everyone.

We want to connect people to the mental health and re-
silience supports that they may need during this crisis to al-
leviate some of the anxiety and stressors that they are
feeling," said NCDHHS Deputy Secretary for Behavioral
Health and Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities,
Kody Kinsley. 

Hope4Healers is also recruiting and onboarding addi-
tional licensed behavioral health professional volunteers to
support this helpline. Volunteers must register though the
NC Training, Exercise, and Response Management System
(NC TERMS). That system can be accessed through:
www.terms.ncem.org/TRS. 

Volunteers must follow these steps:
• Create a personal profile in NC TERMS
• In NC TERMS, click "Join a Team;" select "ESF8 –

Public Health and Medical Services;" then select "COVID
19 Medical Response Volunteers."

• From there select "Mental/Behavioral Health Person-
nel" and click "Request Membership."

• Volunteers will be contacted for follow-up once their li-
censes have been validated. 

Additional resources and information on staying physi-
cally and mentally healthy can be found on the “Managing
your Overall Health” page on the NCHHS COVID-19 web-
site at ncdhhs.gov/coronavirus; and at Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention website at cdc.gov/coronavirus. 
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Mountain 
Medical Directory
Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.
A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

If you value your
eye sight, trust a
Board Certified

Ophthalmologist.

Dr. Shaller is accepting new patients.
Cataract, Glaucoma & Diabetic Evaluations.

Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral
Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734

828.369.4236
FAX 828.369.0753

WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

Special enrollment periods opening up 
for ACA health insurance marketplace 

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the loss of jobs,
income and health insurance coverage for millions. Some life
changes, such as losing health insurance through your job,
may qualify consumers for Special Enrollments Periods
through the Affordable Care Act (ACA) health insurance mar-
ketplace at www.healthcare.gov.  But the time to report that
life change and sign up is limited – only 60 days. Pisgah Legal
Services is offering free assistance to help people in Western
North Carolina (WNC) review their options and get signed
up for health insurance during these uncertain times.

Shannon Cornelius, Pisgah Legal’s Health Justice Program
Director, says, “Outside the yearly ACA Open Enrollment Pe-
riod, there are times when you can sign up for health insur-
ance. You may qualify for a Special Enrollment Period if
you’ve had certain life events, including: losing health cover-
age through your job; loss of Medicaid or Medicare; moving;
getting married; having a baby; aging out of your parents’
health insurance plan; securing permanent legal status or cit-
izenship; or being released from incarceration.”

She continues, “Pisgah Legal Services, and our nonprofit
partners, offer free, unbiased guidance with trained assisters so
that folks in Western North Carolina can get the support they
need to understand their options for health insurance and
maintain it throughout the year, and especially now during the
COVID-19 outbreak when so many people have been im-
pacted.”

Appointments can be made online at www.pisgahlegal.org
or by calling (828) 210-3404. For the safety of consumers,
staff and volunteers, all appointments are currently being con-
ducted by phone.

Cornelius says, “Many people qualify for financial assis-
tance to make their plans affordable on the ACA Marketplace
but they just need a little help calculating their household in-
come. We can help them sort out the details to get coverage
before the 60-day window period closes.”

Financial assistance is still available to those who qualify.
Last year, more than 90 percent of North Carolinians who en-
rolled for coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace
received financial assistance to make their plans more afford-

able. Subsidies are based on household taxable income and
may be difficult for consumers to calculate themselves. Pisgah
Legal can help with this process and can factor in unemploy-
ment benefits if needed. Pisgah Legal can also answer ques-
tions about other coverage, such as COBRA, and help people
apply for Medicaid and CHIP.

Pisgah Legal Services (PLS) and other Enrollment Partners
of WNC participating organizations give local residents free,
unbiased health insurance information and enrollment assis-
tance in the NC Health Insurance Marketplace. These organ-
izations include: Council on Aging of Buncombe County,
Legal Aid of North Carolina, Mountain Projects, Inc., West-
ern Carolina Medical Society, and Pisgah Legal Services.

The ACA - also known as Obamacare - is the law that en-
sures access to quality, affordable health insurance on the
Health Insurance Marketplace. With these plans, consumers
are protected and:

• Can’t be denied coverage for a pre-existing health condi-
tion and can’t be dropped for getting sick;

• Insurers can’t charge higher premiums to women; and
• Insurers can’t sell substandard plans that don’t pay for es-

sential health care benefits.
Since 1978, nonprofit Pisgah Legal Services has provided

free civil legal aid to help people with low incomes seek jus-
tice and meet their basic needs including preventing home-
lessness, stopping domestic violence and securing health care.
Pisgah Legal Services provides a broad array of free, civil
legal services in 11 WNC counties, and offers health and im-
migration law services in 18 counties. Last year PLS served
more than 18,000 people across the mountain region.

PLS has offices in Asheville, Burnsville, Brevard, Hender-
sonville, Marshall, and Rutherfordton and has added staff in
2020 to serve the people of the Plateau and those living
throughout Macon and Jackson counties. Pisgah Legal has 32
attorneys on staff and relies heavily on the pro bono legal serv-
ices of more than 300 volunteer attorneys.

Pisgah Legal Services continues to serve clients during the
COVID-19 outbreak. For more information, visit www.pis-
gahlegal.org.

EBT program expands 
to feed families in crisis

North Carolina has been approved for the new Pandemic
Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) program, to help fam-
ilies purchase food for children impacted by school closings
due to COVID-19. NCDHHS is working to operationalize
the program and families will receive this benefit in coming
weeks. 

“So many families are in need, especially with so many
out of work right now. This approval helps people get as-
sistance faster to feed their families,” said Gov. Roy Cooper.

The program provides a benefit on an EBT card to North
Carolina families whose children are eligible for free and
reduced lunch at school. Families will receive $250 in P-
EBT benefits per child, provided in two installments, with
the possibility of an additional benefit if North Carolina
schools are closed beyond May 15. Families will be able to
use the P-EBT benefit to purchase food items at EBT au-
thorized retailers, including most major grocery stores.  

Families will not need to apply for the P-EBT program. P-
EBT eligible families already receiving Food and Nutrition
Services (FNS) benefits will receive an additional benefit
on their existing EBT card. P-EBT eligible families not al-
ready enrolled in FNS will be mailed a new EBT card in the
next few weeks. Families who receive a new EBT card will
receive a letter from DHHS in the mail explaining how to
activate and use their card. 

“The P-EBT program will provide extra help buying gro-
ceries for the families of the more than 800,000 children
who normally receive free and reduced lunch at school,”
said NC Department of Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Mandy Cohen, M.D.  

North Carolina is one of the first four states to receive fed-
eral approval from the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) to provide P-EBT benefits, which are
entirely federally funded.  

The new P-EBT program is in addition to other services
families may be participating in. As of March 30, 2020, all
families that receive Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) will
receive the maximum amount allowed for March and April
2020 for their household size. Families are encouraged to
continue utilizing community feeding programs. 

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
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By now, we all know about
the routine of washing our
hands, not touching our face,
anti-social distancing of the
magical six feet, and, of
course, the new golden rule of
hunkering down in our abode
waiting for permission to
leave. Above it all is the in-
cessant drone of “Stay home.
Stay safe. Save lives,” or some
other variation of creepy Or-
wellian groupthink. Yep, that’s the plan. Wash, rinse, re-
peat, until told otherwise.

Curiously, the common-sense advice of getting sun-
shine has been absent from the Coronageddon health di-
rectives. This is strange because it’s important to get
outside into the sunlight and fresh air, to exercise and
soak in the rays that convert into immune-boosting vita-
min D. While this advice might be labeled by some as
tin-foiled inspired pseudo-science, one need go no fur-
ther for collaboration than our own Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. In an article titled “Are There
Benefits to Spending Time Outdoors?” the CDC writes,
“Spending time outdoors can improve overall health and
wellness. The outdoors offers many opportunities to be
physically active. Time outdoors may also promote men-
tal health and stress reduction ... Ultraviolet (UV) rays
from the sun can stimulate the production of vitamin D
in the skin. Having little or no sun exposure may put a
person at risk for low levels of vitamin D.”

I’ve combed through health literature but I can’t find
recommendations that specifically list sunlight as a safe-
guard against the pandemic. After all, shouldn’t sunshine
be promoted if our health was really the concern? Un-
fortunately, the diktats are designed to drive us inside
with local, state and national parks being placed off-lim-
its. People have been arrested for paddleboarding in the
ocean, sunbathing on a deserted beach, and playing catch
with their child in an empty park. Insanity.

Okay, so why isn’t the “sunshine option” championed
by our minders in regards to COVID-19? Unlike the free
market, bureaucracy tends to act in lockstep, calibrating
its decisions and actions with what other bureaucracies
are doing. This is hardly a prime environment for inno-
vation. Our local health department for instance, is not
going to say anything that is outside the accepted gov-
ernmental norm. Even the simple and safe recommenda-
tion of getting more sunlight for COVID-19 would cause

George Hasara

The Macon County News letters page is a pub-
lic forum open to a wide variety of  opinions.
Letters are neither accepted nor rejected on the
basis of the opinions expressed. Writers are
asked to refrain from personal attacks against
individuals or businesses. Letters are not neces-
sarily reflective of the opinions of the publisher,
editor or staff of The Macon County News. See HASARA page 11

The U.S. is collapsing
A letter by David Snell in the April 16, 2020, issue of

The Macon County News noted some destructive
changes that have occurred in our society over the past
several decades. The collapse of complex societies has
been studied. I particularly like J. A. Tainter's "The Col-
lapse of Complex Societies." He identifies several char-
acteristics of collapsing societies. All of his
characteristics are present today in the U.S. 

Among the characteristics are: (1) The number and
severity of management crises at the Federal level has
increased which indicates very poor management. (2)
Since 1970 and as a result of JFK’s and LBJ’s "great so-
ciety," class conflict is increasing as measured by the
ratio of the income of the top 90th percentile versus the
income of the bottom 10th percentile. Because the
“rich” are fewer in number and number is very impor-
tant in determining the national government, the Fed-
eral government adopts a tax-the-successful-people
policy that is destructive. (3) The Federal investment in
coercion (IRS, FBI, DEA, homeland security, etc.) is
increasing. (4) Successful people and their money are
leaving the tax structure of the U.S. (5) The accompa-
nying jobs are flowing overseas. (6) Secession move-
ments in several states are gaining strength. (7) Both
mandated costs and direct taxes are increasing without
a corresponding return [called “declining marginal re-
turns” by Tainter. (8) Undeclared, overseas wars are
being fought without a way to repay the costs [called
“unproductive war.” (9) The requirements for security
during war are forcing restrictions in openness and free-
dom that reduces tolerance and that benefits those in
power. (10) The Federal government's ability to solve
problems is rapidly declining; and (11) Great social
pressure exists to reason from accepted postulates such
as “a big government is better” and such as interference
in another's affairs is acceptable.

The availability of food partially depends on the cli-
mate. Forecasting climate is a very complex task. If the
climate changes to long-term drought, the climate cools,
or the global warming folks are successful, the food
availability may no longer sustain the population. Such
a strain frequently does cause collapse. 

The good news for us is that a political society may
adjust rather than collapse. Therefore, Donald Trump
was elected by those who were tired of the declining na-
ture of the U.S. Parents could no longer hope their chil-
dren would have a better life than they had. Trump is
restoring hope to these parents. Trump has been cor-
recting Tainter's noted trends. 

But it seems the populous is electing Democrats that
are supporting a socialist agenda that is the trend of the

States with democratic governors short on supplies
Trump is on a real campaign, and all for free on TV

every nite, telling how great he is, and what a great job
he’s doining. He’s done more than any other country has
done. He gets so excited he can hardly talk, telling how
happy he is. All the time a virus is sweeping across our
country an killing people. A deadly virus that took him a
few months to realize it wasn’t a hoax. He’s far more con-
cerned about his economy, than trying to save lives. Can
you put a price on your kids or family? He got by useing
the holdup on U.S. military aid to Ukraine, to try an get
all the dirt on Joe Bidens son, now he’s promising sup-
plies to democratic governers, by telling nice things about
him. Some states that have a democratic governer have
had trouble getting supplies from the strategic National
stocpile, the emergency supply of mask and drugs. Some
reason Mass. got 17 percent of its order, an Maine only
got 5 percent. Then theres Fla. where Trump lives and a
Republican governer, There request in early March was
430,000 surgical mask, 180,000 N95 respirators, was de-
livered in full with in 3 days. A second identical shipment
arrived just over a wk. later. He has really devided our
country. German officials accused Trump of trying to
poach Cure Vac scientists and their intellectual property
for the exclusive use of the U.S. Americans used to stand
up an be a proud American, an would not let anyone keep
slapping them in the face, tell him what a great person he
is. He will break you down to nothing. Mickey Mouse
could do a better job, taking care of the country. Keep
safe.

Kathy Whitley – Franklin, N.C.

last 50 years. Now we are approaching a crossroad. The
Republic of the Constitution is being elected by a major-
ity of voters who do not have experience dealing with the
trials and tribulations of the world or nature. The politi-
cal response of previous civilizations (notably Rome) has
been to elect an Emperor. If the Democrats continue to
press the reasons for collapse, an Emperor may be in our
future. 

John Hodge – Franklin, N.C.
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from page 10

Who represents you?
Members of the 115th Congress

Burr, Richard - (R - NC) 
217 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-3154 or www.burr.senate.gov
Sen. Thom. Tillis - (R - NC) 
(202)224-6342 or www.Tillis.senate.gov
Congressman Mark Meadows (R - NC)
Washington DC Office
1516 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-6401

N.C. House Members
Kevin Corbin (R - District 120)
Phone:  919-733-5859
Email: Kevin.Corbin@ncleg.net
NC House of Representatives
16 W. Jones Street, Room 2215
Raleigh, NC 27601-109

N.C. Senate Members
Jim Davis (R - District 50)
Phone: (919) 733-5875
Email: Jim.Davis@ncleg.net 
NC Senate
16 W. Jones Street, Room 2111
Raleigh, NC 27601-2808

controversy because it represents stepping outside of the
conformity box. After all, if people are encouraged to
enjoy the outdoors, being the social creatures that we are,
who knows what that might lead to?

Nevertheless, more and more people are getting out-
side, walking, running and exercising without waiting
for permission slips from the authorities. Even those who
view the virus far more seriously than I do, are getting
out and about, making this particular health-related de-
cision on their own, and on their own terms. It’s a posi-
tive sign to see people being pro-active with possibly
just a hint of defiance as well. “Get out of the house.
Meet some people. Have a little fun. Get back to work!”

Notes in the Margin
• Seeing how buying booze is deemed “essential” and

going to church is not, maybe it’s time (if it isn’t already
happening) to revive the speakeasy but with a twist.
Congregations, instead of bar patrons, could be on the
lookout for a “raid” from the “G-men.” Christianity cer-
tainly has a storied history of worshiping in secret while
facing extreme consequences.

• There is a growing list of sheriffs around the coun-
try who openly pledge not to carry out any governmen-
tal orders that violate the Constitution, which of course
includes the right to bear arms. Locally, it would be a
powerful declaration for our sheriff to do the same. 

Contact George at georgehasara@yahoo.com.

Timeline researched on COVID-19 response
As I read the April 16 edition, I was pleasantly sur-

prised to see my name in a letter to the editor. To the letter
writer, thank you for reading and responding to my letter
published April 9. It is important to expose ourselves to
views that don’t align with our own views, even if we ve-
hemently disagree with the those views. Our own world-
view can evolve only if we expose ourselves to the world
views of our neighbors and colleagues.

I have researched some of the assertions made in the
April 16 letter, here are my findings:

On the whitehouse.gov website I found the January 31
proclamation “... on Suspension of Entry as Immigrants and
Nonimmigrants of Persons who Pose a Risk of Transmit-
ting 2019 Novel Coronavirus.”  That proclamation called
for limiting alien entry to the U.S. originating from China.
Since that proclamation and until April 1, over 40,000 peo-
ple have travelled from China to the U.S. Over 400,000 peo-
ple have arrived in the United States on direct flights from
China since Jan. 1.

Eight hundred Americans flown on five charter flights
from Wuhan, China to the U.S. were force quarantined by
the U.S. military for two weeks. All other people traveling

Constitutional rights being shredded before our eyes
Remember that time Daniel was told not to pray: His

friends told him it would be dangerous to keep praying and
he was supposed to respect the king. So, instead he com-
promised and went into his inner closet to pray?

Remember that time Esther had the opportunity to save
her entire people but Mordechai reminded her that it would
be disrespectful to the king and would be dangerous to even
try, so instead she went and locked herself in her room and
just asked God to go speak to the king?

Remember that time Shadraq, Meshaq, and Abednego
were told they had to bow to the king and when they real-
ized how disrespectful and dangerous it would be not to,
they decided to just bow and pray together later in private?

Remember when Daniel was told he had to eat the King’s
meat in violation of his faith and his friends told him to quit
being a troublemaker and to save his life to fight later so he
did?

Remember how the disciples were whipped and told by
the authorities to quit talking about Jesus in public so they
went back to fishing and tax collecting, trusting that God
was sovereign and must be working in another way?

Remember when Abraham was going up the mountain
with his son to sacrifice him when he realized how stupid
and unwise it all was and was home by dinner?

Remember when they arrested Paul and were beating him
and he thought, “I don’t want to cause any trouble for these
guys, I better not tell them I am a Roman. I’ll take my beat-
ing and call it a day. No need to talk to the governor.”

Yeah, me neither.
Faith without works is a dead faith, Church. If you aren’t

acting out of faith right now with the virus problem, you
need to repent.  If the church is only about the informational
model the government just reduced it to with its unconsti-
tutional mandates, then what is the point in going?  After
all, information is everywhere. We need community.  We
need Christ at the center of our lives esp. in times of crisis.
Do not trust the government or lying media.  America has
forsaken God’s command to respect our governing author-
ities. When I say governing authorities, I am not talking
about corrupt leaders. I am talking about Articles 1-7 of the
Constitution and its 27 Amendments. We sit idly by while
totalitarians, controlled by globalists, shred it before our
eyes. And, we do it in the sanctimonious name of pursuing
peace and security.

Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C.

from elsewhere in China to the U.S. were told to self-quar-
antine at home for two weeks.

By early April, virologists had read the virus genome his-
tory and have determined the infections in New York City
(NYC) came primarily from travelers from China transiting
at airports in the EU [European Union], which helps explain
why NYC, with two major international airports, took the
brunt of infections.

The WHO [World Health Organization] declared a state
of emergency on Jan. 30.  According to whitehouse.gov, a
U.S.  state of emergency proclamation was made on March
13.  From the Jan. 31 travel ban to the proclaimed national
emergency on March 13, the White House made no other
proclamations of any other public health emergencies or
public health actions.  The CDC was unilaterally pursuing
test kit development in this time period, Covid-19 task force
members were named, and the vice-president hosted a kick-
off conference call with U.S. governors.

After Jan. 31, there were no calls made by the White
House to prepare the country for the onslaught of the virus.
No task force assessed hospital and emergency services
readiness. No survey was made of the available PPE, venti-
lators, hospital beds, or medical staff. 

As far as the Obama administration’s response to the
N1H1 virus, the Obama administration began addressing the
H1N1 virus as the disease emerged early in April 2009. A
public health emergency was declared on April 26, 2009,
when there were approximately 20 deaths confirmed. The
administration renewed this declaration twice in the ensuing
months before declaring a national emergency in October
2009. Eventually, 20,000 people were infected and one thou-
sand people died, before three billion vaccine doses were de-
livered in November 2009. 

As I write this, in just 10 weeks, Covid-19 has infected
765,914 Americans, killed 41,124.

John Barry – Franklin, N.C.
Maple Street closed due to 
round-a-bout construction 

This it to advise that beginning Thursday, April 16,
Maple Street will be closed to all through traffic from
the intersection of Maple Street and US 441 Bus., to the
intersection of Maple Street is necessary in order to con-
struct the new round-a-bout at the intersection of Maple
Street and US 441 Bus. The reopening of  Maple Street
to through traffic is anticipated to be no later than July 3. 

The detour routes for local traffic north bound will be
to continue US 441 Bus. to the intersection of US 441
Bus. and West Palmer Street. Turn left on West Palmer
Street then continue to the intersection of West Palmer
Street and Maple Street.

Road closure barricades will be placed on Maple
Street at the intersection of Maple Street and US441 Bus.
and at the intersection of Maple Street and East Dog-
wood Drive.

The N.C. Department of Transportation encourages
motorists to drive with caution and obey the posted
speed limits. For any questions regarding this issue, con-
tact Ronald Woods or Andy Russell at (828)321-5061.

themaconcountynews.com

Area News Coverage
Additional Content

Photo Galleries
Classifieds

Visit Us Online



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE12 THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2020VOLUME 37    NUMBER 48

Community garden plots now available for spring planting
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

During World War I, Victory Gardens
were planted by families on the homefront
to help augment the food supply. Planting
Victory Gardens helped make sure that there
was enough food for soldiers fighting around
the world and for the families left at home.
As the U.S. continues to battle the COVID-
19 pandemic, many families are finding
themselves short on food and long on time. 
Due to social distancing restrictions and

the forced closure of many businesses, many
folks lack the resources normally available
for them to feed their families. Food banks
have stepped up to offer help and many so-
cial service agencies are offering free food
also, but another way to feed families is to
grow it yourself. For those without a place
of their own to plant, some communities,
churches and organizations offer plots to
rent.

Community gardens
Community gardens are popping up all

over Macon County, where folks can grow
fresh vegetables and fruits. One such garden
is located in Otto.  This community garden
was established in the 2017 growing season,
and is free to any resident of the Otto Com-
munity. The garden is a service provided by
the Otto Community Development Organi-
zation with ongoing support from the Otto
Volunteer Fire Department, the Otto Garden
Club, Old School Knife Works, Adams-
Newcastle and Dryman’s  Chapel. The gar-
den is located in the old Otto Elementary
School track on Firehouse Road, behind the
Knife Works.  This garden can help families
obtain fresh produce with a little hard work,
and could help feed families that are strug-
gling.
The rules for this garden follow the rules

for the Macon County Community Garden
and each gardener is required to sign off on
the rules. Right now there are six beds with
two still being available. An abundance of
cinder blocks are available for anyone wish-

ing to build another bed, perhaps to accom-
modate larger fruits such as melons but
would require quite a bit of effort and more
dirt.  Gardeners are asked that any extra food
that they don’t need be shared with neigh-
bors or the local food pantry. Last year the
garden produced more than 120 lbs. of food
that was donated to neighbors in need. Any-
one interested in a garden bed can contact
Suzanne Mandler at (828)369-6302 for in-
formation.
In addition to Otto’s community garden,

another is located behind the old Cowee
School off Bryson City Rd, at 51 Cowee
School Drive, in  Franklin.
The Cowee School Arts and Heritage

Center built the garden about six years ago
with money donated by the Annie Dee
Leatherman Smith family. Smith was a pio-
neer in conservation in Macon County, es-
pecially in the Cowee area. The funds were
used for the construction of the garden
boxes and soil. Ed Haight, a local engineer,
volunteered his services in designing and,
along with volunteers, constructing the
boxes. Agriculture students from Franklin
High volunteered as well. 
Ten raised boxes were built on the prop-

erty. The boxes are rented yearly for $25 per
bed.The cost of refilling them with soil can
be deducted from the fee. Users can grow
fruits and vegetables for the entire year, both
warm and cold season crops. Users are free
to grow what they choose. The use of chem-
icals is confined to the user's box and for
sprays, used only on non-windy days. Gar-
deners are not required to donate any of their
harvest. 
Several beds are still available at this

time. For information on renting a bed at the
Cowee School you can contact Susan Ervin,
one of their board members, at (828)524-
8369 or email susanervin0213@gmail.com.
First United Methodist Church (FUMC)

shares a rich history regarding their com-
munity garden.
The Share and Serve Garden was a direct

result of  the FUMC vision in February

2013. Through the visioning process, hunger
was determined to be a need upon which
FUMC could have an impact.  One of five
new initiatives from the 2013 visioning was
a community garden.  The original concept
was a teaching garden, somewhere that
CareNet clients or others in need could come
and learn to grow their own food. What was
then the Blaine House (now playground),
was provided for this project. Over the
spring and summer of 2013, the area was
prepped and divided into six plots.  A Boy
Scout troop was key in the first year, mem-
bers of which went and picked up rocks
every week and turned over the compost
bins to provide nutrients for the soil.
In the year the garden was established,

members of the garden group planted all six
plots with a variety of vegetables in hopes of
turning one over to a person of need.  All
vegetables went to CareNet if they did not
have anyone to turn the plot over to. They
had no participants the first year.  Nearly 800
lbs. of produce was donated to CareNet.

By the next year in 2014, it was deter-
mined that a learning garden was not going
to produce a large amount of produce so to
provide a service while the learning garden
gained momentum, they added a second
garden site (below the Hospice House) to
only grow four items: corn, tomatoes,
beans, and sweet potatoes. In order to create
more interest in the garden they created
marketing brochures, and created a Face-
book page.  They did not subdivide the
Share and Serve Garden the second year
and donated  2,892 lbs. of produce to
CareNet.
In 2015, no real changes were made to

the plan.  Several members from outside the
church created a Garden Committee, with
2,525 lbs. donated to CareNet.
In 2016, FUMC was awarded the Duke

Endowment Grant, raised beds were built,
and workshops began, along with an intern
program through Franklin High School. In
2017, the garden committee began leasing
raised beds. The fee was $25 per bed, which

The community garden in Otto is located behind the Old School Knife Works. Gardeners may
build their own plots on the property with the cinder blocks that have been made available.

Cowee School Arts and Heritage Center started a community garden about six years ago with 10
beds available for rent to friends and neighbors who want to grow their own food.
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helped cover the cost of materials and main-
tenance.  These beds are still being leased
and several are still available for planting.
The garden follows the same rules as other
community gardens and asks bed owners to
donate part of their crop, 10 percent,  to
those who want one. To lease one of the
FUMC garden beds, contact Laura Gamble
at laura_jean85@yahoo.com 
The Macon County community garden,

which is run by the North Carolina Cooper-
ative Extension Office, is closed for the time
being, due to government restrictions stem-
ming from the pandemic. The garden is lo-
cated behind the Southwestern Community
College Annex, across from the public li-
brary. The community garden has grown
from 16 to 24 garden spaces since its begin-
ning. Spaces are 500 square feet each and are
tilled. Gardeners must supply their own fer-
tilizer, seeds and plants and agree to abide
by garden regulations, which all community
gardens have adopted. A charge of $25 per
garden spot is assessed. It is requested that a
portion of each gardener’s produce be do-
nated to Macon County CareNet. In the past
several years, the community garden has

provided a substantial amount of fresh veg-
etables to Care Net for distribution to those
in need. For more information regarding an
opening date and bed availability, call North
Carolina Cooperative Extension, Macon
Center, at (828)349-2046. Once government
restrictions are eased, the garden will be
available to those who might be interested in
obtaining a bed.

Food for thought, so to speak
Since Macon County has several com-

munity gardens in the area, folks can
choose a spot that is closest to their home or
work. Tasks involved for growing your own
food includes sowing plants or seeds, wa-
tering, weeding, fertilizing, pruning and fi-
nally reaping the rewards. When thinking
about designing your garden consider what
food your family will want or need the
most. Some folks plant just one crop and
others choose a variety of fruits and veg-
etables. A single tomato plant can produce
200 tomatoes in a season. The North Car-
olina Cooperative Extension website offers
a variety of resources to help in your gar-
den journey.

First United Methodist Church in downtown Franklin has been making garden plots available for
many years. Since 2013, the church has donated thousands of pounds of produce to CareNet.

Photos by Diane Peltz

Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests April 13 - 18. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

April 13
Vicki Lynn Shirley, was charged wtih violating a domes-

tic violence protective order. Stephanie Robbins made the ar-
rest. 

April 16
Jonathan Wade Hurst, was charged with failure to appear

for domestic violence protective order violation, resisting a
public officer, misdemeanor larceny, possession of stolen
goods/property, breaking and/or entering, larceny after
bgreaking and entering, possession of a afirearm by a con-
victed felon. David Blanton made the arrest. 
Jeffery Lee Hurst, was charged with breaking and entering,

larceny. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

April 17
Jacueline Leeann Sedman, 44, of Pierce Hill Rd., Dayton

Tenn., was issued an order for arrest for larceny. No bond
was set. Officer Bingham made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

April 13
Alexander Tommy West., 58, of Alfred West Rd., Chero-

kee, was charge with failure to appear for driving while li-
cense revoked not impaired revocation. A secured bond of
$1,000 was set. 
Kimberley Natasha Owle, 27, of Spirit Mountain, was

charged with possession of stolen goods, misdemeanor lar-
ceny, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of stolen
motor vehicle, larceny of a motor vehicle, obtain property
false pretense, possessin of stolen goods. Aa secured bond of
$11,000 was set. 
Hunter Lee Lewis, 23, of Maynor Dr., Balsam, was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, misde-
meanor larceny, possession of stolen motor vehicle, larceny
of amotor vehicle. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 
Matthew Devon Perkins, 27, of Cheyenne Dr., Highlands,

was charged wiht possession of stolen goods, misdemeanor
larceny, obtaining property by false pretenses. An unsecured
bond of $2,500 was set. 

April 14
Christopher Todd Jones, 33, of Cloudy Valley Dr., was

charged with possession of an open container, possession of
stolen property, driving while license revoked. A secured
bond of $5,000 was set. 

April 15
David Jason Johnson,  38, of Beavor Rd., Lake Toxaway,

was charged with felony probation violation. A secured bond
of $10,000 was set. 
Justice Lee Littlejohn, 25, of Jessie Littlejohn Rd., Chero-

kee, was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of heroin. An unsecured bond of $2,500 was set. 

April 16
Charles Robert Bumbarner, 31, of Too How Rd., Whittier,

was charged with damage to personal property, assault on a
female. No bond was set. 
Zachary Mcdonald, 30, of Ela Heights Rd., Whittier, was

charged with assault on a female. No bond was set. 

April 17
Darin Ray Talley,  32, of Bizmark Loop, was charged with

failure to appear for misdemeanor larceny, resisting a public
officer. A secured bond of $2,500 was set. 

April 18
Brittany Lane Shelton, 27, of Clayton St., was charged

with failure to appear for possession of stolen goods/prop-
erty, misdemeanor larceny. A secured bond of $500 was set. 

DA says justice for sexual-assault victims ‘top priority’ 
Recognizing April as National Sexual Assault Awareness

Month (SAAM), District Attorney Ashley Hornsby Welch
this week urged community members to support survivors,
demand an end to victim blaming and emphasize the moral
and legal obligation for consent.
The goal of SAAM is to educate individuals about the

magnitude of sexual violence, its impact and how to prevent
it.
As the district attorney for the state’s seven westernmost

counties, the 43rd Prosecutorial District, Welch and her staff
members make sure survivors’ voices are heard and they re-
ceive legal representation.
“As district attorney, I have made advocacy and justice for

victims of sexual assault a top priority,” Welch said. “Though
designating a month to raise awareness won’t, by itself,
change society, April serves as a good starting point for pre-
vention efforts all 12 months of the year.”
As many as one in three women and one in six men have

experienced sexual violence in their lives. 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month began in 2001, when the

National Sexual Violence Resource Center coordinated the
first formally recognized Sexual Assault Awareness Month
campaign. 
Welch said she wants victims to know they aren’t alone: In

addition to other support staff, her office includes three des-
ignated victim witness legal assistants, funded through grants
provided by N.C. Governor’s Crime Commission.
The victim witness legal assistants are strategically based,

one each in Haywood, Jackson and Cherokee counties. They
serve across the district in the four other counties, too, in
Macon, Swain, Clay and Graham. Welch said victim witness
legal assistants ensure survivors and witnesses are treated
with the compassion, respect and fairness they deserve. 
“Through the bad actions of others, these individuals find

themselves suddenly thrown into a complicated judicial sys-
tem filled with lawyers, judges, obtuse language and various
legal procedures,” the district attorney said. “My office
places an emphasis on helping survivors navigate these un-
knowns, with whatever level of support is required.”

Professor gives 13 behaviors to maintain during pandemic
As society digs into its battle against COVID-19, a health re-

searcher at Ball State University recommends behaviors that to
adapt as soon as possible to avoid illness.
“Our society is more diverse than ever, and we have devel-

oped a tolerance for a variety of behaviors due to greater amal-
gamation of cultures, traditions, etiquettes, and norms,” said
Jagdish Khubchandani, a health science professor. “In general,
we tend to ignore unhealthy and unsanitary behaviors in the
guise of other peoples’ choice, personality type, family habits,
or culture.
“During and after the current pandemic crisis, we need

greater awareness, collective action, and common civic be-
haviors driven by scientific evidence on transmission of
emerging infectious disease agents such as coronaviruses. We
must also not hesitate from educating or questioning family
members, colleagues, and the general public on behaviors that
pose danger to self and the society.”
Given the current evidence on mechanisms of transmission

and action of COVID-19, Khubchandani offers up 13 behav-
iors and habits to be embraced:
1. Take regular showers. While people are sheltering in

place, some may neglect daily routines, but showering is a
must because COVID-19 can live on surfaces for days.
2. Keep your clothes clean. Don’t wear the same clothes for

many days. Do laundry frequently.
3. Stop nail biting, thumb sucking, and rubbing eyes.
4. Stop scratching your head, face, or body.
5. Wash fruits and vegetables, and avoid eating them im-

mediately in aisles, stores, or car.
6. Don’t litter the inside and around your house. This could

increase risk for household members, while littering around
the community can burden the sanitation workers. Recent in-
stances of people throwing used masks and gloves in public
places will increase risk for waste management workers and
trash pickers.
7. Clean your car. Dispose of leftovers and edibles, trash,

masks, and gloves.
8. Maintain hygiene while growing your hair, beard, or nails

or using hair and face accessories.
9. Cover your face when you sneeze or cough.
10. Wash your hands after using restrooms, coming back

from public places, after grocery shopping, pumping gas, using
elevators, or using high traffic door knobs or electric switches.
11. Clean your desk space, cell phone, and computer de-

vices.
12. Don’t rely on carryout or delivery as your sole source of

food for every meal every day, and be sure to eat enough and
consume healthy foods.
13. Don’t reuse wipes, masks, gloves, and personal care de-

vices without cleaning them.

About Ball State 
Founded in 1918 and located in Muncie, Ind., Ball State

University is one of Indiana’s premier universities and an eco-
nomic driver for the state. Ball State’s 22,500 students come
from all over Indiana, the nation, and the world. The 790-acre
campus is large enough to accommodate first-rate facilities and
19 NCAA Division I sports, but its welcoming and inclusive
campus is small enough to ensure the friendliness, personal at-
tention, and access that are the hallmarks of the University.

Do you need help? Here’s how to get it
• In an emergency, dial 911.
• For services, advice or just to talk (including anony-

mously), call these county hotlines: Haywood, (828)456-
7898; Jackson, (828)586-8969; Macon, (828)369-5544;
Swain, (828)488-6809; Cherokee, (828)837-8064; Clay,

(828)389-0797; Graham, (828)837-8064 or (828)488-6809;
Qualla Boundary, (828)488-6809.
• If you are a victim of sexual assault with questions about

an open case or about legal protection, call the District At-
torney’s office at 349-7210 and leave a message. Your call
will be returned as promptly as possible.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR CHURCH 
HAPPENINGS

All A.A. meetings in the greater Franklin area including Otto have
been suspended until further notice. To speak with a member of
A.A. call 828 349-4357 or 828 837-4440 or visit
www.aawnc80.com.

Franklin Covenant Church has a grocery delivery service for any-
one at higher risk for COVID-19. If you are unable to leave home
to get the supplies you need due to sickness, disability or age,
please contact us for more details. The only cost to you would be
the items you order, there is no delivery charge.
FCCdelivery@yahoo.com.

CareNet on Bidwell St. is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. where folks can drive up and get a
box of food . No paperwork; no questions asked. Backpacks are
delivered to the schools on Fridays and the bus drivers take the
regular lunch and also the backpacks to the families on their Fri-
day deliveries. Five Fire Departments in Macon County – Nanta-
hala, Cullasaja, Sky Valley, Clarks Chapel, and Burningtown – are
open Monday thru Fridays for drive up deliveries from 1 to 4 p.m.
for anyone who needs food. The fire departments and CareNet
have plenty of food and MANNA is making deliveries from Asheville
twice a month.  No one should be going hungry; the food is plen-
tiful.

Adult Day Care at the Senior Center is closed until further no-
tice. This action is consistent with other adult day cares in the re-
gion and across the state as they are either in the process of have
already ceased providing this service.

All AARP Tax-Aide sites in Western North Carolina, as well as
across the state and nation, are suspending their operations until
further notice. Taxpayers with appointments will be contacted to
cancel their appointments. As coronavirus (COVID-19) develop-
ments change hour by hour, AARP Foundation is doing its part to
flatten the curve of transmission. A top priority for the volunteer or-
ganization is ensuring we are protecting those most at risk, in-
cluding our volunteers and taxpayers. They will continue to assess
whether they can open again in some or all sites for the remainder
of the tax season and if the tax season is extended.

Nantahala Hiking Club Hikes have been canceled until further
notice. 

Adult Day Care at the Senior Center is closed until further no-
tice. This action is consistent with other adult day cares in the re-
gion and across the state as they are either in the process of have
already ceased providing this service.

Gastric Bypass Support Group will not meet in April.

Taste of Scotland and Celtic Festival scheduled for June 19 and
20 has been cancelled. The next Taste of Scotland is scheduled for
June 18 through 20, 2021.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-
0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open
are food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for
an application at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

Volunteer at Angel Medical Center Enjoy the reward of making
someone else’s day brighter by sharing your talents and time. Be-
come a volunteer at Angel Medical Center. Volunteers serve in a
variety of roles such as mail and flower delivery, guest service, in-
formation desk assistance, student volunteer programs, pet ther-
apy, chaplain, administrative support and more. For more
information, call (828)349-6639 or email Bonnie.Peggs@msj.org.

Email church items to maconcountynews@gmail.com

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Of-
fice.

Editor’s note: Most churches in the Franklin area are not holding
services, although some are live streaming online. The Macon County
News will continue to list churches to reference when the governor’s
meeting restrictions are lifted.

Iotla Baptist Church services are Sunday School at 10 a.m., followed
by worship service at 11 a.m. Sunday and Wednesday evening sup-
per 5:30 p.m., services at 6:15 p.m. The church is located at 1537
Iotla Church Road. Pastor is Brandon Breedlove. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at (828)524-7167.

Grace Baptist Church Sunday School is at 10 a.m.; Sunday morn-
ing worship service at 11 a.m.; Sunday evening at 6 p.m., and
Wednesday evening prayer meeting at 7 p.m. Pastor is Frank Ro-
driguez. The church is  located at 143 Setser Branch Rd.

Bethesda Baptist Church Sunday morning service 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day evening 5 p.m. Direction are North Jones Creek Rd. to Giles
Holler Rd., then turn left. For more information, call (828)524-2454.

Ridge Crest Baptist Church services are held on Sunday School
begins at 10 a.m., Sunday morning worship service at 11 a.m., Sun-
day evening worship service 6 p.m. Listen live on WNCC 104.1 FM
Radio. Wednesday evening Bible study 6:30 p.m.  The church is lo-
cated on 441N., at 206 Ridgecrest Baptist Church Rd. Rev. Guy Du-
vall, pastor (828)369-6252.

Community Bible Church of Sky Valley service times are 9 a.m.
Sunday morning and small Revisit group meetings Tuesday evenings
at 5:30 p.m. The church is located at 696 Sky Valley Way #11, Sky Val-
ley, Ga. Phone (706)746-3144. Gary Hewins, pastor.

Newman ChapelWeekly Services are Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day service 11 a.m., Sunday night 6 p.m. and Wednesday night 7 p.m.
The pastor is Rev. Dennis Ledford. The church is located on Mulberry
Rd. in Otto. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church Service times are Sunday School 10
a.m., Sunday morning service 11 a.m., Sunday night service 6 p.m.,
Wednesday night prayer meeting 7 p.m. The church  is located at 129
Emmanuel Rd. For more information, contact (828)524-3214.

House of Hope Church of God service times are Sunday School 10
a.m., Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m., Sunday evening services

first and second Sundays are 6 p.m., third Sunday youth service 6:30
p.m. no fourth Sunday services. Bible school classes Wednesday 7
p.m.  The church is located at 1111 Tessentee Rd. in Franklin. For more
information, contact Pastor Greg Bartram (828)524-5361.

Bethel United Methodist Church Sunday Services are  Conven-
tional 9 a.m. and Contemporary 11 a.m. which includes a dismissal for
Children's Church. Adult Sunday School is 10 a.m. Located at 81
Bethel Church Road, Franklin. For more call (828)371-2436.

All Saints Episcopal Church holds Rite I Service every Sunday,  8
a.m., at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St.; Rite II Service at 10:15 a.m.
with music at St. Agnes Chapel every first and third Sunday; and at
St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd., every second and fourth Sun-
day. For service times on fifth Sundays, visit www.allsaintsfranklin.org
or call the church office at (828)524-4910.

Franklin First United Methodist Church meets Sundays for worship
at 8:30 a.m. (contemporary) and 10:55 a.m. (traditional).  Fellowship
time is at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday School classes meet at 9:45 a.m.  Bible
studies, group offerings, and gatherings occur throughout the week.
The church is located at 66 Harrison Ave. The senior pastor is Rev.
David Beam. For more information, call (828)524-3010  or visit
www.firstumcfranklin.org  

Mulberry United Methodist Church’s Sunday worship is at 11 a.m.
The church is located at 155 Mulberry Rd., Otto.  Everyone is welcome
to attend.  For more info, call Rev. Eric Henson at (828)342-0431.

Patton United Methodist Church Services are Sunday worship 9.45
a.m., Sunday school 11 a.m., prayer time Wednesday 6 p.m., youth
group Wednesday 6 p.m., Bible study Wednesday 6.30 p.m. 119 Pat-
ton Church Road, Franklin Pattonmethodistchurch.org

Memorial United Methodist Church regular Sunday services  are
held at 10:55 a.m. each Sunday, and Sunday School at 9:45 am.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The church is located at 4668 Old Mur-
phy Rd., just off 64 West. For more information, call (828)369-5834  or
visit our website at:  www.memorialmethodistchurch.org.

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Chris-
tian fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m., Men’s Bible
Study is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For
more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Christian Church Divine Liturgy is held on
Sundays, 10 a.m., followed by coffee hour. The church is located at 23
Hickory St., in Murphy.  For more information, call Fr. James Blomeley
(828)361-1464 snocmurphy@gmail.com.

First United Methodist Church Sunday Worship Schedule: Con-
temporary Worship at 8:30 a.m. immediately followed by a Fellowship
Breakfast, Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. and Traditional Worship at
10:55 a.m. (childcare provided) at First United Methodist Church, 66
Harrison Ave, Franklin. Call (828) 524-3010 / firstumcfranklin.org

VisitTheMaconCountyNewsWebsite

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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Town of Franklin will mark 200
years this spring since its birth 

Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

This spring season marks the 200th an-
niversary of the Town of Franklin’s official
birth. In 1820, Native Americans still occu-
pied areas along the Little Tennessee River,
where there is now a greenway, a park, a
brewery, and more. In 1820, states were be-
ginning to battle it out through legislation,
such as the Missouri Compromise, to estab-
lish where every-
one stood on the
tense issue of
slavery. And, the
population in
America had
grown by 33 per-
cent in 10 years;
close to 10 mil-
lion people
resided in the
United States in
1920. 

And, in 1920,
more Europeans
(especially of
Irish and Scottish
descent), as well
as families who
formerly resided
in Charleston,
S.C., and the Northeast, were moving into
this soil-rich and visually beautiful area. It is
because of the increase in population that
prompted in 1920 local commissioners Jesse
Franklin and James Meabin to undergo the
task of “organizing” the new territory into a
true town. These two men appointed Robert
Love, (1760-July 1845), a Patriot in the Con-
tinental Army during the Revolutionary War,
as chief of the survey party that mapped the
land in late spring 1820. The first land sale
took place on Sept. 20, 1820, and after that,
the settlement proceeded rapidly for what
became known as Franklin, named for Jesse
Franklin, who served as a N.C. senator
(1799-1805; 1807-1813) and as the state’s
20th governor (1820-1821). 

The original survey included the court-
house and public square forming the center
of the Town of Franklin, with 20 narrow,
one-acre lots lined up along Main Street.
Land was set aside throughout another 400
surrounding acres for churches, schools, and
commercial and residential use. 

Other than the town’s oldest existing
buildings dating back to the late 1800s, in-
stead of the 1820s, not much about the orig-
inal plan for the Town of Franklin has
changed. The town square and courthouse
continue to be central to entertainment and
government activities. Most business spaces
on Main Street are occupied. 

In the early 1900s, the Tallulah Falls Rail-
road established a 58-mile line that ran from
Cornelia, Ga., through Rabun County – past
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School – to end on

what is now Depot Street in Franklin. The
train line brought residents and visitors, but
passenger service ended in 1946. Prior to the
automobile becoming commonplace, people
traveled to and from Franklin on horseback,
by horse-drawn wagon or carriage, or on
foot. After the automobile, wagon trails and
footpaths from the coast, Northeast, and
West became established roads to Franklin. 

Thus, while there were only a few dozen
families who
e s t a b l i s h e d
homes and
livelihoods in
the 1820s in
Franklin, the
population of
the town grew
to 335 by
1900, and by
1930 sur-
passed 1,000.
The current
population of
the Town of
Franklin is
more than
4,000. 

In 1920,
areas just out-
side of

Franklin, in what would become Macon
County eight years after the surveying of the
town, were also formerly established. For
example, Samuel Smith, a pioneer to the
area, purchased a tract roughly 10 miles out-
side of Franklin, known as the Tesenta Town
(Tessentee), which was an old Cherokee vil-
lage site. It was there that he and his family
established a significant farm and what was
known as the Smithbridge Township. Other
families followed suit; and, although they
did not live inside the original surveyed
lands of the Town of Franklin, they traveled
to Franklin for goods, services, trading, and
to keep up with state and world news. 

Of course, before being named Franklin in
1820, the area for centuries was called
Nikwasi by the Cherokee. Nikwasi means
“center of activity,” and the mound protrud-
ing upwards at the entrance of Franklin at the
bridge that crosses the Tennessee River is
where the hub of activity took place for
many generations. According to
NChome.com, the area of Franklin was offi-
cially part of the Cherokee Nation until
1819, when the Cherokees signed the Treaty
of Washington and rights to lands as far west
as the Nantahala Ridge were ceded. 

During the surveying of the Town of
Franklin, aspects of the treaty were not re-
spected; yet, many of the names of roads and
waterways and mountains and trails through-
out Franklin and Macon County maintain
Native names so that residents in modern
times will remember that prior to 1820, the
landscape and culture was entirely different. 

Franklin’s original surveyor was a Revolutionary War sol-
dier and is buried in Waynesville.

Franklin’s surveyor was patriot, 
soldier, friend to president Jackson

Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

Robert Love, who lived from 1760 to
1845 packed much into his 85 years. While
he is known locally as the man who estab-
lished the original survey of the Town of
Franklin, he was much more – and some of
his roles smack of irony when considered
on the 21st century side of history. 

At age 15, Love, a Patriot who was
against England’s continued rule as well as
King George III’s mandate of taxation with-
out representation, joined
the Continental Army,
whose commander-in-
chief was George Wash-
ington. Although young,
Love proved himself an
adept soldier and rose
through the ranks, even-
tually becoming a lieu-
tenant colonial. 

Long after the war,
when he asked to receive
a pension, his service and
rank was questioned be-
cause of his young age. It
was Andrew Jackson, a
friend of Love’s, who
ended up petitioning the
pension board for due
payments to Love. 

Interestingly, the ge-
nealogy site geni.com re-
ports that it was in 1790
that Love won a horse
race against Jackson, who
eventually became the country’s seventh
president, by getting Jackson's jockey
drunk. Love and Jackson began a shouting
match and Love challenged Jackson to a
duel. However, Jackson declined to duel and
the two evidently re-established a friend-
ship, since Jackson
went to bat for Love
regarding his unpaid
Revolutionary War
pension.

After the Revolu-
tion, and with his
parents dead, Love
first moved from his
home in Augusta
County, Va., to what
was then Washing-
ton County, N.C.,
now part of Ten-
nessee. One of his
titles, in fact, is as a
“ f r o n t i e r s m a n . ”
Love, like many men of that era, was inter-
ested in exploring the wilderness of the
Western Carolina Mountains. 

In 1782, he married Mary Ann Dillard,
the daughter of Col. Thomas Dillard of Vir-
ginia. Together they had 13 children. As a
politician, Love first represented Washing-

ton County in the North Carolina Legisla-
ture in 1789, and then he moved to Bun-
combe County in 1792 and was elected to
the State Senate of North Carolina.

Many aspects of Love’s character posi-
tioned him as the ideal person to establish
the survey for the Town of Franklin: his his-
tory of leadership and politics; his nomina-
tion for Presidential Elector in 1816 in the
first political convention held in North Car-
olina’s history; and, his wealth enabled him
in 1809 to donate land in Haywood County

for a courthouse, jail,
and town square to form
Mount Prospect, which
was renamed Way-
nesville. 

A year after
Franklin’s survey, Love
helped to establish the
final state boundary line
between North Carolina
and Tennessee.

Ironically, it was
Love’s friend, then foe,
then friend who, 10
years after his survey
for the Town of
Franklin, signed the
1830 Indian Removal
Act. In the summer of
1838, President Jackson
eventually ordered that
thousands of rounded-
up Cherokee prisoners
travel the Great State
Road, which was built

to connect Franklin to Fort Butler in Mur-
phy, N.C., before being marched 1,200
miles to Oklahoma on what became known
as the Trail of Tears. 

What Love’s view was of Jackson’s deci-
sion is not documented; however, a Dec. 10,

1831, letter from
Jackson to Love is
housed in the Li-
brary of Congress.
The salutation
conveys the two
men’s friendship.
Jackson starts the
letter with “My
Dear Lv.” In the
letter, although
Jackson’s script is
difficult to read, it
appears that Jack-
son attempts to ex-
plain, and perhaps

justify, his Indian
Removal Act. 

On July 14, 1834, Love was kicked in the
hip by a horse and was injured to the point
of being crippled and needing crutches until
his death in Waynesville, July 17, 1845. He
was reportedly a man who was “loved by
his friends and feared by his enemies."

Robert Love, who lived from 1760 to
1845, is known locally as the man who
established the original survey of the
Town of Franklin.

Original survey of the Town of Franklin



THuRSDAy, ApRIL 23, 2020 VOLUME 37    NUMBER 48 THE MACON COuNTy NEWS & SHOppING GuIDE 17

EATING OUT
GAZEBO

CREEKSIDE CAFE

44 Heritage Hollow • Franklin, NC 828-524-8783
See our menu at GazeboCreeksideCafe.com

WE OFFER DELIVERIES TO BUSINESSES! 
ONLINE ORDERING! PICK-UP & CURBSIDE!

The Normandie
RESTAURANT

6am to 2pm • Monday-Friday

64 W. Palmer St. • Franklin, NC   ((882288))552244--33111188

Open for Breakfast &
Lunch TAKE OUT ONLY

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm

Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
Downtown Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 369-3663

ROOTANDBARREL.COM

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

TO-GO ORDERS
Tuesday – Saturday, 11:30am – 7pm

Pick up at our stainless steel bar.
New holistic chef who knows how to

nurture body and soul!!
Our menu is on our website, Facebook and Instagram.

Bella Vista Square

313 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC
828-369-6670 • Luciosnc.com

Authentic Italian/Continental Cuisine

Open for Dinner Wed–Sat, 5pm-’Til

Dinner Specials
WWeedd. aanndd TThhuurrss.

2 Entrées
only $24.50

Choose two entrées from a
select menu with unlimited

salad & garlic rolls.

FFrrii. aanndd SSaatt.
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr

Chef’s Special

YOUR GUIDE
TO AREA DINING

Select Bank & Trust completes acquisition of three WNC branches from Entegra
Select Bancorp, Inc., the holding com-

pany for Select Bank & Trust Company, an-
nounced today that Select Bank & Trust has
finalized the purchase of three branches in
western North Carolina from Entegra Bank,
a Division of First Citizens Bank. Select
Bank & Trust has assumed the deposits, and
majority of the loans, property, equipment
and other selected assets associated with the
Entegra Bank branches located at 30 Hyatt
Road, Franklin; 498 East Main Street,
Sylva; and 473 Carolina Way, Highlands.

The three locations were closed on Friday
April 17, and re-opened as branches of Se-
lect Bank & Trust on Monday April 20.
Given the public health and safety concerns
related to spread of the novel Coronavirus,
the branch lobbies will remain closed; how-
ever, the branches will continue to operate
for customers through the Drive-Thru
(Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., and Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., by ap-
pointment and telephone, ATM and Digital
Banking until further notice.

William L. Hedgepeth, president and
CEO of Select Bancorp, said of the acquisi-
tion,, “Our goal for some time has been to
further expand the markets we serve and
enter new markets. These branches will
serve as an expansion of our footprint into
western North Carolina. We are deploying
our capital in a deliberate and efficient man-
ner. This strategic acquisition fits nicely
with our recent opening of a full-service
branch in Cornelius, North Carolina (Char-

lotte area) and the opening of loan produc-
tion offices in Winston-Salem and Durham,
North Carolina.”   He went on to explain,
“Finding established locations with experi-
enced employees in communities like these
fit into our strategic plan perfectly and we
are looking forward to serving these new
customers. It is a tough time in our nation
and world right now and we hope to con-
tinue to be a source of assistance and edu-
cation for our customers, footprint wide. We

are extremely proud of our employees and
our newest employees for making this tran-
sition during this difficult time in our com-
munities. We ask our new customers to be
patient with us as we work through this tran-
sition with somewhat limited resources due
to the novel Coronavirus pandemic. It is a
testament to the hard work and dedication
of our team that we are able to finalize the
purchase of these three branches at this
time.”

About Select Bancorp, Inc.
Select Bancorp, Inc. is a bank holding com-

pany headquartered in Dunn, N.C. The Com-
pany primarily conducts operations through
its wholly owned subsidiary, Select Bank &
Trust Company, a North Carolina-chartered
commercial bank that provides a full suite of
banking services through its offices in North
Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia. The
Company’s common stock is listed on the
Nasdaq Global Market under the symbol
“SLCT”. Select Bank & Trust Company has
19 offices in Burlington, Charlotte, Clinton,
Cornelius, Dunn, Elizabeth City, Fayetteville,
Goldsboro, Greenville, Holly Springs, Le-
land, Lillington, Lumberton, Morehead City,
Raleigh, and Wilmington, N.C., Blacksburg
and Rock Hill, S.C., and Virginia Beach, Va.,
and loan production offices in Durham, Wil-
son and Winston-Salem, N.C. Select Bank &
Trust Company serves these and nearby com-
munities focusing on local businesses and
consumers as a dedicated community bank.
The mission of Select Bank & Trust Com-
pany is to be the bank of choice in the com-
munities we serve, by providing exceptional
customer service, superior products and ex-
perienced bankers using a “common sense”
approach to banking. When customers choose
to bank with Select Bank & Trust Company,
they receive quality financial products at a fair
and competitive price, along with friendly,
courteous, and responsive service. More in-
formation can be obtained by visiting
www.SelectBank.com.

Select Bank & Trust has now assumed ownership of the Entegra Bank branch near the old Wal-
mart shopping center at 30 Hyatt Road, Franklin. Photo by Vickie Carpenter

https://www.facebook.com/KRK1960/
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Normandie/115976161757664
http://www.Luciosnc.com
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CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

William Judson Brasington
William Judson Brasington,

85, of Otto, N.C., passed away on
Tuesday, April 15, 2020.

Born in Clare, Mich., he was
the son of the late Rufus and Lu-
cille Halstead Brasington. In ad-
dition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by a daughter-
in-law, Carrie Brasington. He en-
joyed wood working and
gardening. He used to help the
Baptist Men with Missions.  He
was a member of Coweeta Bap-
tist Church where he served as a
Deacon

He is survived by his wife, of
64 years, Joyce Brasington: six children, Jeffrey (Rae) of Inman,
S.C., Timothy of Waynesboro, Miss., Philip (Cindy) of Albany,
La., Douglas (Kathy) of Reserve, La., Joe (Lisa) of Columbus,
Miss., and Vickie Ocmand (Jeff) of High Point, N.C.; two broth-
ers, Millard Brasington, Loren Brasington and a sister, Mary
Kirkpatrick all of Michigan; 17 grandchildren; 18 great grand-
children; seven great-great grandchildren; and several nieces and
nephews

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Coweeta

Baptist Church Building Fund, 780 Coweeta Church Rd., Otto,
NC 28763 or your local food bank.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuner-

alhome.com.

William Brasington

David Mitchell Holland
David Mitchell Holland, 64, of

Detroit, Mich., passed away Feb.
12, 2020. He was born Feb. 13,
1955, in Detroit, Mich., to the late
Mitchell Eugene Holland and Alma
Joyce Tallent Holland. He retired
from Chrysler as an electrician and
was a member of U.S. Armed
Forces having served in the Navy.
Being an avid outdoorsman, he en-
joyed fishing, hunting and camp-
ing, especially his excursions in
Canada and Alaska. He loved his
dogs. 

He is survived by a sister, Karen
Perino and her husband, Lenny
Perino of Franklin; an aunt, Grace Green of Franklin and an uncle,
Herschel Tallent of Raleigh. He is preceded in death by his parents.

A private service will be held at a later date. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the family.

Online condolences at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

David Mitchell Holland

Gene Pickens
Gene Pickens, 85, of Franklin,

N.C., passed away Saturday,
April 18, 2020.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Joseph Wade
Pickens and Evelyn Sanders
Pickens.  In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death by
son, Jimmy Pickens; daughter,
Pat Browning; brother, Charles
Pickens; and infant brother,
Joseph. He was a U.S. Army vet-
eran and was an active member
of Ridgecrest Baptist Church
serving as deacon.

He is survived by his wife of
63 years, Ada Henry Pickens; daughter, Teresa Pickens of
Greenville, S.C.; sisters, Judy Shuler and Ruth Holden both of
Franklin; grandchildren, Kristy McGuire, Erica Browning,
Robert Browning and Ricky Pickens; great grandchildren,
Chelsea, Christopher and Annalee and several nieces and
nephews.

A private graveside service will be held at Ridgecrest Baptist
Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the Hos-
pice House Foundation of WNC, PO Box 815, Franklin, NC
28744.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuner-

alhome.com.

Gene Pickens

John Gary Stanley
John Gary Stanley, 67, passed

away at the John F. Keever Solace
Center, Asheville, N.C., Monday,
April 13, 2020.

He was born in Fazeley, Eng-
land, in 1952. He attended
Glenville High School. He served
in the N.C. National Guard for six
years and worked approximately
30 years at Cashiers Plastic in
Cashiers, N.C.

He enjoyed watching movies,
rock music, classic cars and
spending time with his family but
he most enjoyed giving people
wet willies.

He is survived by his loving wife of 40 years, Mellie, of the Pine
Creek Community, Cullowhee; his mother, Constance H. Stanley
of Asheville; brothers, Bryant (Marcia) of Cashiers, George (wid-
owed) of Asheville; sister, Althea Moody (James) of Glenville
N.C.; sons, Dusty of Cullowhee, Jamie Stanley (Jennifer) of
Franklin, Tommy Owen (Jodie) of Dalton Ga.; and loving
grandaughters, Zoe White (Casey and great grandson Cayden),
and Kiley. and other relatives.

The graveside funeral service will be held at Pine Creek Baptist
Church at a future date.

John Gary Stanley

John Raymond Jacobs
John Raymond Jacobs, 81, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Sunday, April 19, 2020.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, he
was the son of the late Chester Ja-
cobs and Geraldine McAdams Ja-
cobs. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his wife,
Waunita May Jacobs. 

He was a U.S. Navy veteran. He
owned and operated Kar Chem
Supply and enjoyed golfing. He
was a member of First Alliance
Church.

He is survived by two daugh-
ters, Tiffany Niemeyer of Decatur,
Ga., and Donna Jacobs of Milledgeville, Ga.; two stepchildren,
Kimmy Dobson Netterville of Alpharetta, Ga., and Kenneth Dob-
son of Baton Rouge, La.; sister, Judy Comella of Cleveland, Ohio;
four grandchildren; one great grandchild; and two nieces.

No services have been planned at this time.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.

John Raymond Jacobs

Mary Lou Hedden Hooper
Mary Lou Hedden Hooper, 92,

of Franklin, N.C., passed away
Friday, April 17, 2020.

Born in Macon County, she
was the daughter of the late John
Quincey Hedden and Selma
Howell Hedden.   In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Robert V.
Hooper.

She was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Franklin
for over 60 years.  She was also a
charter member of the Angel
Community Hospital Auxiliary,
Founding Member of the Board
of Trustees of Angel Community Hospital, Lifetime Member of
the Macon County Home Extension Club and a member of the
Advisory Board of Macon County Home Health and Hospice.

She is survived by her two daughters, Melanie Hooper Enloe
(Jeff) of Franklin, Kentucky and Jane Hooper Sutton (Bob) of
Mount Dora, Fla.; granddaughter, Mary Leah Sutton of West Hol-
lywood, Calif.

A private graveside service will be held at Highlands Memorial
Park Cemetery.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.

Mary Lou Hooper

William ‘Bill’ Stanfield
William “Bill” Stanfield, 79, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Sunday, April 19, 2020.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Harley Stan-
field and Esther Holland Stan-
field. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his lov-
ing wife of 40 years, Annette “Big
Turtle” Raby Stanfield; three sis-
ters and seven brothers. 

He enjoyed spending time out-
doors. He was an avid trout fish-
erman and enjoyed apple farming
as well as deer and grouse hunt-
ing. He was a founding member
of Cullasaja Volunteer Fire Department and member of Cullasaja
Assembly of God.

He is survived by daughter, Selena Lisenbee (Rodney) of Mar-
shall, N.C.; son, Mark Stanfield (Gwen) of Franklin; special
friends, Clyde McCall, Bruce Holland, Earl Holland, Bill Mc-
Connell, Bobby Cabe, Thurman Blaine and Dennis Holland; four
grandchildren, Daniel and Mitchell Stanfield and Reece and Rylan
Lisenbee; one great grandchild, Lia Stanfield; and several nieces
and nephews.

A private graveside service will be held at Salem Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Gideons

International, www.gideons.org/donate or Salem Cemetery Fund,
40 Snooker Lane, Franklin, NC 28734.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuner-

alhome.com.

William ‘Bill’ Stanfield



Margie Collins Hopkins
Margie Collins Hopkins, 87, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away Satur-
day, April 18, 2020.

Born in Macon County, she was
the daughter of the late Byrd
Collins and Anna Franks Collins.
In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her husband,
Howard Hopkins Sr.; children,
Jerry Ray Hopkins, Charles Hop-
kins, Richard Hopkins, Mary Alice
Hopkins, Betty Sue Hopkins,
Harold Hopkins and Patsy Hol-
brooks; grandsons, Jerry, Stanley,
Bobby and Keith; and several
brothers and sisters. Margie was a
member of Windy Gap Baptist Church.  She enjoyed gardening and
spending time with her family.

She is survived by six children, Gary Hopkins, Randy Hopkins,
Billy Hopkins, Edith Sullivan, Barbara Weaver and Elaine Hopkins;
brother, Monroe Collins; 19 grandchildren; 40 great grandchildren;
16 great-great grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.

Private services will be held at Windy Gap Baptist Church Ceme-
tery.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences maybe mad at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Margie Collins Hopkins
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Bryant Loson Holland
After a hard fight with cancer,

Bryant Loson Holland, 77, went to be
with the Lord on April 14, 2020 at his
home he built in Franklin, with his
caring family by his side. He is sur-
vived by his faithful and loving wife
of 48 years, Diane Walters Holland.

He was born on May 30, 1943, to
the late Denver and Delton Jennings
Holland in Franklin, N.C. He met and
married the love of his life while
working for General Motors in Pon-
tiac, Mich. Diane was the woman of
his dreams. Together, they had one
son, Kevin Bryant Holland (Jennifer)
and his latest “joy and partner in
crime,” his granddaughter, Summer Rose, all of Franklin. Bryant
and Diane raised a daughter, Paula Christian (Kenny) of Dillard,
Ga., and a son, Nick Robinette of Hernando Beach, Fla. He fathered
a son, Mike Holland and a daughter Sandra Holland of Michigan.
He was a great Dad and Papaw who loved his family.

He was the only son and the youngest of five children. He is sur-
vived by his sister, Audrey Holland Cook of Franklin. He was pre-
ceded in death by three sisters, Phyllis Holland Caldwell, Bernice
Holland Penley and Marsha Holland Mason. He is survived by his
granddaughter, Alicia Aughtman (Buck) and great grandson,
Jonathan, of Fort Bragg, N.C.; a grandson, Chance Dakota Holland
of Franklin. He was preceded in death by an infant grandson Joseph
Nicholson and a young, beautiful granddaughter, Kristen Nichol-
son, whom he never stopped loving.

He was a Macon County native who proudly served in the U.S.
Army through the Vietnam War. He was a hard worker who took a
lot of pride in his home and family. He was good at everything from
mechanics to construction to cooking. He taught carpentry at South-
western Community College, as he was an amazing carpenter.

An avid coon hunter, he was a long-time member of the Coon
Hunters Association where he had many friends and was well
known for his awesome dog training skills with Walker dogs.

He will always be remembered for all the lives he has touched
by giving a helping hand, for caring, and providing for everyone he
knew; and all the prayers and visits he made to all his friends and
family when they were sick, grieving, or had fallen on hard times.

He was the first deputy to retire from the Macon County Sheriff’s
Department in 1998 after serving as “Chief Deputy” and protecting
the county for 15-plus years.

If he wasn’t coon hunting, he was talking about coon hunting. He
enjoyed playing cards, a good game of pool, his coffee, eggs and
gravy, his “baccer,” and everything about the “Great Outdoors,”
from hunting, fishing, camping, gardening, and ginseng digging.
His personality always had a joke or some way to make you laugh.
His greatest joy in life was always his grandchildren and making
sure everyone was “taken care of.” He was a true man of his word,
a man you could honor, and one everyone loved and respected. He
was a Baptist and a member of Pine Grove Baptist Church.

He loved his dogs, friends and family as much as they all loved
him. He was truly an admirable man with so many life memories.
He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. His patience and
words of wisdom like, “Well that don’t matter” and “Why, that’s
water under the bridge,” will never be forgotten. But his favorite
saying of all was… “Y’all go with us!”

A celebration of life will be announced at a later date.
A private graveside service is being held for the family with Greg

Rogers and Mike Chastain officiating. 
Pallbearers will be Kenny Christian, John “Buck” Aughtman,

Jonathan Aughtman, Lyman Holland, Raymond Holland, Larry
Ledford and Max Houston. Honorary pallbearers will be J.R. Dendy,
Summer Holland and Alicia Aughtman.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com. 

Bryant Loson Holland
Sarah Corbin Penland

Sarah Corbin Penland, 83, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away on Sun-
day, April 19, 2020.

Born in Macon County, she was
the daughter of the late Henry and
Maggie Seay Corbin. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in
death by her siblings, Linda Osborne,
Margaret Pendergrass, H.D. Corbin
Jr., William Clarence Corbin, Clyde
Corbin and Harold Corbin. She was a
member of Iotla Baptist Church. She
was a beloved wife, mother and
grandmother.

She is survived by her husband of
61 years, Melvin “Pete” Penland;
two sons, Michael Penland of Wilmington, N.C., Steve Penland
(Beverly) of Franklin; three grandchildren, Corbin (Leah) Penland,
Whitney Penland, Elizabeth (Brandon) Brown; two great grand-
children, Beckett and Ronan; and several nieces and nephews.

A private service will be held at Iotla Baptist Church with Bran-
don Breedlove and Steve Reeves officiating. Burial will be in the
Iotla Baptist Church Cemetery.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Sarah Corbin Penland

Frances Lea Martinelli
Frances Lea Martinelli, 77, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on Sun-
day, April 19, 2020.

Born in Galveston, Texas, she was
the daughter of the late Amanuel
Melvin and Kathleen Margaret Mer-
ryman Bennight. In addition to her
parents, she was preceded in death by
a son, Brian Flattum; daughter, Mar-
garet Crozierher; sister, Kathleen
Armstrong and a brother, Richard
Bennight. 

She was a member of the Gem and
Mineral Society. She loved jewelry
making and bowling. 

She is survived by her daughters,
Laura Lee Canull of New Mexico and Michelle Loewy (Jon) of
Franklin; six granddaughters, Jennifer, Jessica, Jo, Jamie, Julie and
Jackie.

No services are planned at this time. 
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Frances Lea Martinelli

James Robert ‘Bobby’ Collier
James Robert “Bobby” Collier,

77, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
on Tuesday, April 21, 2020.

Born in Macon County, North
Carolina, he was the son of the late
William and Mary Louise Crisp
Collier. In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by his sis-
ter, Martha Collier and a nephew,
Jerry Collier. He was a lifelong res-
ident of Western North Carolina.
He attended Emmanuel Baptist
Church, loved animals and farming. 

He is survived by his brother J.D.
Collier; one niece, Brenda Collier;
one nephew, Jimmy Collier and
several great nieces, great nephews, great-great nieces and great-
great nephews.

A private graveside service will be held at Ridgecrest Baptist
Church. Rev. Dave Williams and Rev. Frank Rodriguez will offi-
ciate. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Ridge-
crest Baptist Church, Cemetery Fund, 206 Ridgecrest Baptist
Church Rd., Franklin, NC 28734

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

James Collier
David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Truly Local. True Savings.

FRESH TROUT
FOR SALE

Wednesday, 12 – 6pm
Dowdle Mtn. Pit Stop (near Walmart)
$5.50/lb (whole) $6.50/lb. (dressed)

Order online: trout@tellicotrout.com
Call in order: 828-349-9034

“No Contact” home delivery available

11485 Georgia Road, Otto, NC • 1 mi. North of the State Line

FFlloorriisstt // FFaarrmmeerr ooff
SSppeecciiaallttyy CCuutt FFlloowweerrss

882288..552244..22882299  tthheefflloowweerrccoommppaannyynncc..ccoomm

OPEN – Daily Delivery Service
Will leave flowers at door w/ no contact

https://www.facebook.com/The-Flower-Company-119378344908515/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tellico-Trout-Farm/168912376452245
https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

William Byron became the first multi-time winner of the
eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational Series – holding off
Timmy Hill by a mere .256-seconds at the virtual Richmond
Raceway Sunday afternoon. It was Byron’s second consec-
utive win in the series - answering a victory at iRacing’s vir-
tual Bristol Motor Speedway two weeks ago just before the
Easter off-week.

It certainly reaffirmed Byron’s position as the heralded
master of the iRacing tournament among NASCAR Cup Se-
ries regulars. He has dominated in total laps led (319) in the
four iRacing events in his No. 24 Hendrick Motorsports
Chevrolet and on Sunday was easily the class of the field,
holding the point for 94 laps of the 154-lap race.

Parker Kligerman, Landon Cassill and reigning NASCAR
Cup Series champion Kyle Busch rounded out the Richmond
top five. Denny Hamlin, who won the inaugural Pro Invita-
tional Series event at Homestead, finished sixth followed by
his Joe Gibbs Racing teammate Erik Jones. Dale Earnhardt
Jr., Bubba Wallace and Brad Keselowski rounded out the top
10 – the highest finish for both Keselowski and Wallace to
date.

Despite several new entries this week, the Richmond race
had the very real competitive feel NASCAR fans have come
to expect at the 7/8-mile oval.

And Byron, who got his competitive start in iRacing years
ago, again put on a master class – holding off a group of
competitors with fresher tires on a final race re-start with
three laps to go.

“I didn't really know how that was going to work out, but
luckily we were able to have a little bit of buffer to the guys
with four tires, and then the late restart, just executed that
well,’’ Byron said. “It was fun.  Really enjoyed it.  To go
back-to-back is really cool.  Having fun with it while we're
kind of in a hiatus here, but looking forward to getting back

William Byron goes back-to-
back in eNASCAR iRacing

and was the only other driver to lead multiple laps – his No.
37 JTG Daugherty Chevrolet pacing the field for 59 lap; sec-
ond only to the race-winner. 

One of the day’s most impressive runs came from Team
Penske’s Brad Keselowski who kept his No. 2 Ford among
the top 10 for much of the race before a pit road miscue
forced him to play catch-up again in the final laps. It was
only Keselowski’s 34th iRacing start compared to Byron, for
example, who has more than a thousand.

Top-10 finishers such as Kyle Busch, who finished fifth
after starting 27th  along with Jones (who started 24th) and
Wallace (who started 28th) had to feel a strong sense of ac-
complishment on the afternoon.

Ultimately, strategy played a decisive hand in the dramatic
final stretch to the checkered.  A caution period with three
laps remaining created an urgency for Byron. He had to hold
off Hill – whose No. 66 Toyota was on fresher tires – in those
frantic last laps.

And Byron and Hill have a virtual "history." Byron was
leading at Texas Motor Speedway when Hill moved him on
a late race restart to snatch the victory. On Sunday, it was
just a clean fair sprint to the checkered.

“He raced me really clean; I was really thankful for that,’’
Byron said. “We've had some good races, honestly. Texas,
obviously I was frustrated with Texas, but if I would have
been in his position, I probably would have done the same
thing, looking back on it. 

“I think he's done a really good job showing how consis-
tent he is. I feel like he's got good race craft, and I enjoy rac-
ing with him. I know what to expect when I race with him,
that he is going to use the bumper, so I just have to race him
back that way, and I think we both understand that.

“Fortunately I had just enough speed to kind of keep my
gap there and win that race. 

Hill, the only driver with top-3 finishes in all four
eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational Series races, tweeted
following the race that he was pleased with the effort, and
like so many, already eagerly looking forward to the Tal-
ladega Superspeedway virtual high banks, where the series
races next Sunday.

“Just came up a little bit short there at the end,’’ Hill said
on Twitter. “Congratulations to @WilliamByron on the win!

to real racing soon, too.’’ 
Tight re-starts, dramatic collisions and important strategy

calls are all something fans are accustomed to at the Rich-
mond short track. And they were important elements of Sun-
day’s race - even in this virtual competition.

Matt DiBenedetto was parked late in the race after iRac-
ing officials disapproved of avoidable contact he made -
crashing Ryan Preece in the waning laps. It was a tough end-
ing to a promising day for Preece, who held a virtual “meet
and greet” with his sponsors and fans prior to the green flag

Christopher Bell, driver of the #95 Procore Chevrolet, flips after contact with Ryan Blaney, driver of the #12 Advance Auto Parts
Ford, during the eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational Series Toyota Owners 150at Richmond Raceway on April 19, 2020 in Richmond,
Va.

William Byron, driver of the #24 Axalta Chevrolet, races at Richmond Raceway on April 19, 2020 in Richmond, Virginia. (Editors
note: Images were computer generated in-game)
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Curtis TV, Inc.
Sales & Installation

644 West Palmer St.,
Franklin, NC

828-524-4484

WE ARE OPEN!

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

State lawmakers call on Gov. 
Cooper to reopen Charlotte Motor 
Speedway for race without fans
Several Republican lawmakers in 
North Carolina’s General Assembly 
are calling on Gov. Roy Cooper to 
reopen Charlotte Motor Speedway 
in time for the Coca-Cola 600 which 
is scheduled for May 24. The plan 
would call for racing with no fans. This 
would be the 60th anniversary of the 
Coca-Cola 600. The hope, according 
to lawmakers, would be to run the 
Memorial Day race without fans in 
attendance, but be broadcasted 
as originally scheduled. Speedway 
Motorsports President and CEO 
Marcus Smith said on Sunday night 
that he would prefer to run the iconic 
race with fans in the stands, but will 
abide by guidelines determined by the 
status of the pandemic. “Our desire is 
to run the Coca-Cola 600 with fans as 
originally scheduled on May 24, but 
we realize these are unprecedented 
circumstances and the parameters 
surrounding public gatherings remain 
a primary consideration,” said Smith. 
The lawmakers noted that Florida 
recently amended its stay at home 
order to allow for racing without 
fans. NASCAR hasn’t held a race 
since March 8 in Phoenix in light 
of the coronavirus pandemic. The 
Republicans say in order for the track 
to hold a race, Cooper would need to 
amend his executive orders.

William Byron won his second consecutive 
NASCAR virtual race on Sunday by holding 
off Timmy Hill, the driver who moved him out 
of the way to win an earlier iRacing event, in 
a race low on dramatics. Matt DiBenedetto 
was parked after twice crashing at virtual 
Richmond Raceway with Ryan Preece, 
the second incident clearly intentional. It 
triggered a Twitter spat between the two, with 
DiBenedetto demanding Preece’s address 
to go to his house to fi ght and Preece 
replying he’d give it to him if DiBenedetto 
showed up in the giraffe costume he wore 
while competing Sunday. Jimmie Johnson 
manually disconnected his simulator rather 
than wait out late-race repairs, and Kevin 
Harvick ate his lunch from the seat of his rig 
as he was in a 20-minute hold for repairs. 
Resets were eliminated to make it a cleaner 
race, and NASCAR and broadcast partner 
Fox initially trimmed the fi eld in an effort to 
avoid the wreck-fest from virtual Bristol two 
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Racing News, Stats & Trivia

2020 Standings

Racing Trivia

Which driver has the most 
Coca-Cola 600 victories? ?

Answer : c) Darrell Waltrip won the 
Coca-Cola 600 a record 5 times.

a) Jimmie Johnson c) Darrell Waltrip
b) Dale Earnhardt d) Bobby Allison

   

Last Week’s Race: William Byron won iRacing race at Richmond

Cup Series Top Ten
Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Kevin Harvick 164 4
2) Joey Logano 163 2
3) Chase Elliott 144 2
4) Alex Bowman 138 1
5) Jimmie Johnson 131 2
6) Ryan Blaney 123 1
7) Kyle Larson 121 3
8) Aric Almirola 121 2
9) Matt DiBenedetto 118 1
10) Brad Keselowski 118 2

Xfi nity Series Top Ten

Top News Stories

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Harrison Burton 176 4
2) Chase Briscoe 173 3
3) Austin Cindric 155 3
4) Brandon Jones 148 3
5) Ross Chastain 146 3
6) Noah Gragson 143 3
7) Ryan Sieg 143 3
8) Justin Haley 140 3
9) Justin Allgaier 138 1
10) Michael Annett 119 1

weeks ago. That created a wave of backlash 
as the drivers dropped were both full-time 
Cup participants or had sold sponsorship 
for the iRaces. As a concession, a heat 
race was held Sunday morning in which 
11 drivers tried to fi nish inside the top two 
to advance into the main event. Harvick 
made his iRacing debut, likely pushed by his 
sponsors and race team to get involved in 
the only activity drivers can do right now to 
promote their partners.

NASCAR Race Schedule News
NASCAR postpones next race, eyes return 
without spectators
NASCAR has postponed the May 9 race at 
Martinsville Speedway in Virginia, which 
is under a stay-at-home order into June. 
NASCAR suspended its season four events 
into the year when sports shut down because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. It listed 
Martinsville as its fi rst race to resume but 
acknowledged Friday it will not be able to hold 

the event. NASCAR said it is still committed 
to running all 36 Cup Series races this year 
and will consider holding events without fans. 
To date, eight races have been postponed. 
NASCAR has privately given teams a revised 
schedule in which racing would return 
with the Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor 
Speedway on May 24. The revisions call for 
some weeknight races and doubleheaders 
through the summer.

Looking forward to a bunch of fun at Talladega next
week.’’

eNASCAR Heat Pro League Returns For 
Season Two After Successful 2019 Debut
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – NASCAR, Race Team Al-

liance and Motorsport Games announced the highly an-
ticipated eNASCAR Heat Pro League™ season two
kicked off Wednesday at virtual Homestead-Miami
Speedway. The series will again be streamed on
eNASCAR.com, as well as NASCAR Heat’s Twitch and
Facebook.
"The eNASCAR Heat Pro League debut last year

highlighted the significant opportunity for our esports
platforms," said Tim Clark, senior vice president and
chief digital officer, NASCAR. "We’re excited about
season two, and in the midst of this sport’s hiatus, we’re
proud those platforms can help fill that void for our
fans."
The 2020 season features 14 races at tracks across the

NASCAR circuit, including Eldora Speedway, Road
America and Iowa Speedway, with gamers showcasing

their skills in all three of NASCAR’s national series. The
14-race season is broken up into three four-race seg-
ments, with one driver per platform (Xbox One™ and
PlayStation®4) capturing a spot in the Championship
race as well as a shot at the $200,000 prize pool. In ad-
dition, a final wildcard event at the virtual Daytona In-
ternational Speedway in July will allow for two more
drivers to secure their Championship hopes.
"eNASCAR Heat Pro League competition helps create

yet another opportunity for teams across NASCAR to
engage with fans and grow their presence in the evolv-
ing esports space," said Dmitry Kozko, CEO, Motor-
sport Games. "With an increased prize pool to $200,000
and a new schedule format, competitors and teams have
more on the line this season, and the racing is sure to
show it."
The eNASCAR Heat Pro League will once again offer

gamers the opportunity to race for one of 14 NASCAR
teams, with all of last year’s teams returning. Prior to
the virtual draft on April 8, organizations were required
to clear at least one roster spot from last year. Chip
Ganassi Gaming, GoFas Gaming and Joe Gibbs Gaming
elected to start with fully clean slates. Teams had a pool
of 48 gamers to choose from, with the draft order deter-
mined by inverse point standings from last season. Draft
results and team rosters can be found here.
The debut season of the eNASCAR Heat Pro League

produced over one million live views of its race broad-
casts and numerous live events throughout the year, in-
cluding a live draft at Phoenix Raceway, an in-person race
at Charlotte Motor Speedway and the Championship fi-
nale at NASCAR’s Arena 43 in Charlotte, North Carolina.
The eNASCAR Heat Pro League features 28 gamers

from 14 teams, each owned and operated by prominent
NASCAR race teams. Each team fields two drivers, one
racing on Xbox One™ and the other on PlayStation®4,
all competing for a shared championship. The
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eNASCAR Heat Pro League transitioned to NASCAR
Heat 4, the latest game in the NASCAR Heat franchise,
last September, prior to the 2019 playoffs.

https://www.facebook.com/curtistvinc/
https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

55. "____ Now or Never"
57. *Horse's cousin
61. *One of the seven
dwarfs
64. Ascetic holy Hindu
65. HHS agency
67. Relating to #25 Across
69. Banana treat
70. Go bad
71. Australian canid
72. Lou of "Walk on the Wild
Side" fame
73. Card in the hole?
74. "The Forsyte ____," pl.

DOWN
1. Wisecrack
2. Like a zealous fan
3. Regular attendee
4. Hipbone-related
5. Cuban music genre, pl.

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME:
FAIRY TALE CREATURES

ACROSS
1. *Like many mythical
creatures
6. Second mo.
9. Spill the beans
13. Convex molding
14. "___ the President's
Men"
15. Ankle support, e.g.
16. Make a logical connec-
tion
17. *E.T.'s craft?
18. Des Moines native
19. *Fire-breather
21. *Household spirit
23. Tucker of "Modern
Family"
24. Antonym of is
25. *Grimm's Queen ____
28. Tailor-made
30. Showing on TV
35. "All's well that ____
well"
37. Golly!
39. Punctuation mark
40. Seaport in Yemen
41. Hitching post?
43. Additionally
44. Poison ivy or Poison
oak
46. One more than The
Beatles
47. Hold as a conviction
48. *Mrs. Potts or her son
Chip
50. Andrew Sean Greer's
2017 Pulitzer-winner novel
52. Toast choice
53. Jack and Jill's water
jug

6. *Half-man, half-goat
7. *Santa's helper
8. Splotches
9. Arch on a face
10. Croquet turf
11. Popular smoothie berry
12. Well, to Sofia Loren
15. Relating to living organ-
isms
20. Opposite of alpha
22. Genetic initials
24. Parents hope to do this
with values
25. *Beauty's beau
26. Empower
27. Dropsy
29. *Big Bad One
31. Yellow brick one
32. Feeling worse than be-
fore
33. *Like Curious George

34. *Garden dweller
36. Finger move
38. Moneyed one
42. Pine product
45. Choose not to do some-
thing, 2 words
49. Toni Morrison's "____
Baby"
51. 1862 plots, for short
54. Prefix for below
56. Old photo color
57. Stalin's domain
58. Back of the neck
59. Not active
60. Past tense of chide
61. Fill beyond full
62. Sound of passing bullet
63. *Baba ____
66. *Who Bugs Bunny talks
to?
68. Numbers, abbr.

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

• DIRT 

(828)349-1449

HAULING

Otto • Dillard
Franklin

• GRAVEL
• MULCH

(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

themaconcountynews.com

Area News Coverage
Additional Content

Photo Galleries
Classifieds

Visit Us Online

https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
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SERVICES:

Tree Pruning
Tree Removal

Brush Clearing, Cutting & Removal
Ornamental Trees & Shrubs

Tree Care & Maintenance
Insured Richard Davidek

Owner
828-371-5216

Free
Estimates
Call Now

SPIKELESS
TREE TRIMMING

treetopiallc@icloud.com

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

ED’S METAL ROOFING
ROOFS REPAIRS CONSTRUCTION

Offering continued care for your house

Lifetime warranties on all new metal roofs
Serving Macon County and surrounding areas

Call for Free Estimate
828.524.9637

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

3195 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC

...is looking for a few good folks
to join our dynamic team!

We have openings for
Licensed Nurses, CNAs,

MDS Nurse, Weekend Ward Clerk,
Dietary Cook / Aide,

Part-time Supply Clerk,
and Assistant Dietary Manager.

New pay structure offered
along with a SIGN ON BONUS
for Licensed Nurses and CNAs.

Come check us out.

Apply in person Mon – Fri, 10am – 4pm,
visit www.maconvalley.com to request
more information, or call 828-524-7806.

2BD/1BA HOUSE Newly renovated,
Patton Valley area. Absolutely no
smoking or pets inside house. No
drinking, drugs or partying  on the
premises. $800/monthly. (828)421 -
2739.

SMALL CABIN SUITE Suitable for 1
Adult, All Amenities and Yard Mainte-
nance Included. Completely Fur-
nished, Weekly,  Monthly or Lease,
Seasonal Welcomed.  Full-time Job a
must.  $595 plus Deposit. Available
May 1. (828)342-4897.
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PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
J&D HOME REMODELING & Re-
pairs,  35+ years experience in
Kitchen and Bath Remodels, Exterior
& Interior Painting, Decks, Tile Work,
Etc. Have References. (828)424-1795.
Ask for James.

HYDROSEEDING SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hy-
droseeding. (828)524-3976.
ALL PHASES OF Remodeling, Trim,
Paint, Decks, Furniture Finishing and
Repair, 30 Years of Experience. Call
(828)421-8639.

PACKING CLEANING Organizing.
Great References. Mountain Area
Property Services. (828)550-4585.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock
Work, Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793 Excel-
lent References.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. (828)524-5475.
GRAVEL *GRAVEL *GRAVEL
Franklin, Otto, Dillard, Jackrabbit
Hauling (828)332-8283.
C & C PUMPS Well Pump Sales,
Service & Installations. Iron Removal
Filter Systems. Call David Cheek
(828)369-5176.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 22 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $30. Call (828)524-0114.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat. Bring 3 knives,
get the 4th sharpened free.  Kitchen
Sink Inc. 72 E. Main Street, Franklin
(828)524-2956.

ALL AMERICAN TREE Service, Full
Tree Removal, Stump Grinding, Prun-
ing, Storm Cleanup, View Cutting, Ex-
cavating, Bush-Hogging,
Gravel-hauling, Firewood. Fully In-
sured. Free Estimate. (828)506-8480.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC. Spring landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
No Job Too Small. Home (828)349-
9087, Cell (828)371-9754.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-4976.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service, Get your lawn equipment ready
for Spring.  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.
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SERVICE PROS Immediate Open-
ings for experienced and qualified
flooring installation crew members
to work throughout the greater WNC
area. We are a nationwide company
with a regional office in Western NC.
Flooring installed for major home
improvement retailer, (carpet, lami-
nate, vinyl, wood, backsplash, tile).
A 1099 position with great pay and
weekly automatic deposits. Qualifi-
cations: At least 2-3 years of resi-
dential flooring installation
experience. Must pass background
check, own tools, reliable trans-
portation. Further information-
w w w . s e r v i c e p r o s i g . c o m
kevin.carter@serviceprosig.com or
Kevin Carter (704)644-9066.
EXPERIENCED BOOKKEEPER
Coward, Hicks & Siler, PA, Franklin of-
fice, seeking experienced bookkeeper.
Contact Orville Coward, Jr. or Marcia
Crawford at (828)524-6475 or ocow-
ardjr@chspa.com or
mcrawford@chspa.com.  Please email
resume

COMPANION HEALTH CARE Now
Hiring: CNA’s and Experienced
Caregivers Needed for in Home
Care. Call (828)524-6444.
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow is open Mon.-Sat. 10am to 4pm.
Proceeds benefit Victims of Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault in Macon
County. For More Information call 369-
2040.

CARENET THRIFT STORE 45 Macon
Center Dr., Franklin, Hours, Monday
through Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday
9am-1pm. 100% of proceeds benefit the
Mission of CareNet to help bridge the
gap during times of crisis for families in
Macon County. (828)349-9064.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer St.,
Franklin. Furniture, Lighting, Plumbing,
Building Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! Hours 10am-4pm
Mon.-Sat. (828)524-5273. Hours for the
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main St. are
Mon.-Sat., 10am-4pm, (828)586-1800.

MILITARY SURPLUS BDU
Pants/Shirts, Boots, M65 Field Jack-
ets Gortex, Parkers, Field Gear,
Sleeping Bags, MRE’S, Much More!
(828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET Spring to Sum-
mer Season 8am-Noon, every Satur-
day. Produce, honey,  trout, artisan
breads, pastries, roasted coffee beans,
preserves, handcrafted soaps, eggs,
peonies, Hydrangeas, lamb, micro-
greens.  200 Block East Palmer.

 

 

Misc. For Sale

H  

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Misc. For Sale

H  

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
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WANTED TO BUY U.S. and Foreign
Coins. Call Dan (828)421-1616. Any
Quantity, Coins Also For Sale.

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

WantedWanted

  

  

  

  

  

  

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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maconcountynews@gmail.com
26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734

(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words
or less

TheMaconCountyNews.com
Visit Us Online

http://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/


71 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

https://www.facebook.com/countrysidechevy/
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