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Macon Middle School hasn’t provided art classes for stu-
dents in nearly a decade. Three years ago, the middle school
lost its chorus position – not because there aren’t qualified
individuals for the position, but because the school district
made the decision to use those funds elsewhere in the
budget. 

Members of the community lined the walls outside of the
Macon County Board of Education meeting room on Mon-
day night, all waiting to plead with board members to re-in-
vest in the school district’s arts education. 

“Having arts in the schools is instrumental for our stu-
dents’ development,” said Maggie Jennings, a Macon
County Schools parent. “From helping with their mental
health to putting them in the same level as children across the
state, even the country, our students need… no, they deserve

Franklin High School students voted for their favorite candidates to be named Mr. & Ms. FHS 2020 choosing Alex Emma Torres
and Jesus Torres for the titles. The two were crowned at the annual dance in the FHS gym flanked by the court also chosen by
the students. For more photos, see page 12.  Photo by Ellen Randall

Parents plead for board 
to restore arts education

See ARTS IN SCHOOL page 2
Maggie Jennings implores the Macon County School Board to
restore arts in the schools.
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ARTS IN SCHOOLS
the arts.” 

Jennings was joined by another parent,
Sarah O’Neal, who spoke on behalf of a
grassroots movement referred to as ARTS
for MCS. The group has been brainstorming
ways to gets art education classes back into
schools and on Monday night came armed
with a three-year proposal which included
adding seven art and music classes, building
a new Fine Arts Center at Franklin High
School, and purchasing modular units for
two overcrowded elementary schools who
are slated to lose the space they currently
have dedicated for art and music. 

Jennings and O’Neal presented board
members with a request to fund a part time
arts coordinator for Macon County Schools
in the coming fiscal year. In addition to a
program coordinator, the group asked for
new positions for both art and music on the
elementary level, an art position at Macon
Middle School, and afterschool chorus class
for elementary students, and for the district
to commit to providing well-equipped pro-
grams with supplies to be able to provide art
and music to students. 

Macon County Schools currently does not
provide art or music classes for preschool
classes, something ARTS for MCS wants to
see change as part of their three-year vision.

Macon County Schools parents Maggie Jennings (L) and Sarah O’Neal spoke on behalf of a grass-
roots movement known as ARTS for MCS at Monday night’s school board meeting.

The group also advocated on behalf of
Union Academy, the county’s alternative
school, which does not provide music or art
opportunities to students. 

Providing statistics on how music and art
impact a child’s overall educational experi-
ence and academic success, Jennings’ im-
plored board members to take the
presentation into the school district’s budget
planning process and prioritize their request. 

Another focus of the presentation was on
how Cartoogechaye and East Franklin Ele-
mentary are slated to lose the classroom they
have dedicated for art and music in the next
year or so due to mandated legislation. 

“The North Carolina Legislature has man-
dated smaller class sizes and for us to be
able to do that, we will need extra class-
rooms to put those teachers to be able to
lower the class sizes,” said Macon County
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin. “So at
East Franklin and Cartoogechaye, that will
be in the music/art room.” 

Jennings noted that since they are losing
the dedicated classroom space, both East
Franklin and Cartoogechaye will still have
art and music once a week, one the first se-
mester and the other the second half of the
year, but the art and music teacher will be
on a cart that travels from room to room.

Macon County Board Chairman Jim
Breedlove said that the presentation would
be considered during the budget planning
process, which is just beginning. 

Southwestern Community College is of-
fering a workshop to provide local nonprofit
organizations with the tools they need to
support their services and achieve long-term
success.

The Small Business Center at SCC will
host a “Nonprofit Summit” from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 11, in the Burrell
Building on SCC’s Jackson Campus.

Nonprofit experts from both Jackson and
Macon counties will be leading seminars for
the day.

“There will be a total of 10 speakers rep-
resenting five different organizations with
more than 150 years of combined experi-
ence in the nonprofit world,” said Tiffany
Henry, Director of SCC’s Small Business
Center. “You’ll learn the creative ideas and
strategies you’ll need to accelerate change
and have a greater impact.”

Workshop topics include donor relations,
board and staff development, communica-
tions, stakeholder engagement, marketing
and more. 

Featured speakers include Michele
Garashi-Ellick, Executive Director of the

Great Smokies Health Foundation in Sylva,
and Brett Woods, Director of the SCC Foun-
dation. Garashi-Ellick has more than 30
years of nonprofit experience, with Woods
bringing 20 years of experience to the work-
shop, respectively.

“This is a fantastic opportunity for local
nonprofits to network and learn,” said
Woods. “Getting a full day of training from
experienced professionals for free is a rare
opportunity.”

Participation is free and lunch will be pro-
vided. Preregistration is required:
http://bit.ly/nonprofitsummitSBC. Prospec-
tive attendees are encouraged to register a
week in advance.

For more information about any of the
services and seminars offered by SCC’s
Small Business Center, contact Henry at
t_henry@southwesterncc.edu or
828.339.4426.

Tiffany Henry, director of SCC’s Small Busi-
ness Center, speaks with attendees at a recent
workshop.

SCC hosting ‘Nonprofit Summit’

https://www.facebook.com/ETBships/
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Adams takes chief position in Waynesville
Brittney Lofthouse
Contributing Writer

When Waynesville Police De-
partment announced their new
police chief last week, Franklin
officials were caught by surprise. 

“Town Manager Robert Hilts
announced that he has appointed
David P. Adams as Waynesville’s
Chief of Police. Mr. Adams is
currently serving as Chief of Po-
lice for the town of Franklin,”
read the news release circulating
around Western North Carolina
last Thursday morning. 

“We are still talking about
what we are going to do next and
plan to have more information at
the next board meeting,” Mayor
Bob Scott said. “This came as
kind of a surprise to us so we are still figuring it out.”

Chief Adams came to Franklin eight years ago when Terry
Bradley retired after 18 years of service to the town of
Franklin. 

“I appreciate all the support that the town of Franklin and
the residents have given me over the last eight years, this is
all bittersweet,” Chief Adams said. “Franklin is such a great
place to live and I wish them all the best.” 

Chief Adams said that he is confident in the police staff

that he is leaving at the depart-
ment and said they have “sev-
eral capable individuals who
can lead the department how it
needs to be done.” 

Adams said the support from
local business and veterans or-
ganizations he has seen over
the last eight years has been in-
valuable and has helped the de-
partment purchase needed
equipment and to help grow the
department. 

Adams was one of 32 candi-
dates who applied for the Way-
nesville Police Chief position
and noted that the new position
is a tremendous opportunity for
his career. 

The Waynesville Police De-
partment is larger than Franklin

and will be a new adventure for Adams professionally. 
“My proudest accomplishment in Franklin is the career

development we have prioritized over the last eight years,”
he said. “From advanced law enforcement certificates, to
specialized training, the staff has been able to engage in ca-
reer development that will benefit the entire town.” 

Chief Adams’ last day with the town of Franklin will be
Feb. 14, giving Franklin officials a couple of weeks to decide
on an interim police chief. 

Franklin Police Chief David Adams has taken a position
as police chief for the town of Waynesville.

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Gem-Capitol-Shows-634934133373407/?ref=br_rs
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‘A Serious Look at Our Local English’ reveals distinct Appalachian vernacular 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Stacy Guffey can trace his heritage in the Appalachian
Mountains back at least seven generations, he explained
during his presentation for the Jan. 20th “Speaker Series”
at Cowee School Arts & Heritage Center where he is di-
rector. From a young age, Appalachian English, or “moun-
tain talk,” as it is often called, has fascinated Guffey. Thus,
the topic of the presentation, “A Serious Look at Our Local
English,” was both personal and academic. 

“I’m not a linguist, but I’ve been studying language
since I was a teenager,” he said. “It’s always been a real in-
terest of mine.”

By researching maps, family dialects, and historical ac-
counts of language, he pieced together an informative and
visual lecture that drew a diverse crowd to the “Speaker
Series” that is offered monthly at Cowee School. 

Although titled “A Serious Look …,” Guffey introduced
the presentation with a humorous story – and then pro-
ceeded to sprinkle throughout general light-hearted obser-
vances regarding Appalachian language. 

He explained initially that his grandfather never learned
to drive a car, so when Guffey obtained his driver’s license
as a teenager, “Granddaddy” wanted to travel in the car
whenever an opportunity arose. 

“One time we were coming up from Columbia, South
Carolina, and we stopped at a convenience store and purchased
two Sprites and Granddaddy said, “Put my dope in the poke.” Guf-
fey said he had to explain to the bewildered cashier that the
“Cokes” needed to be placed into a bag. [The term “dope” was
used as a slang term for Coke at one time because Coca-Cola in-
cluded traces of cocaine due to the original recipe involving an
extract of the coca leaf, used to make cocaine, which was not
harmful in small doses and used for medicinal purposes.]

Guffey said a “Pop vs. Soda” map reveals much when consid-
ering regional differences in phrases and language. He showed the
audience a map, the result of a 400,000 person survey, which con-
veys that most people in the Appalachian Mountains refer to all
brands of soda as “Coke.” 

Webster’s dictionary defines the word “dialect” as “a regional
variety of language distinguished by features of vocabulary, gram-
mar, and pronunciation from other regional varieties and consti-
tuting together with them a single language.”

Guffey pointed out that the way words are sometimes pro-
nounced in the Appalachian Mountains originated with settlers to

the area who often immigrated from countries in the United King-
dom. For example:

- fire – pronounced “far”
- wash – pronounced “warsh”
- ocra – pronounced “ocree”
“And that dialect did – and does – often vary from person to

person and family to family,” he said. “There is wide geographi-
cal distribution.” 

Another commonality is adding “st” to the end of some words;
across becomes “acrosst” and once becomes “oncest.” 

Plus, the common mountain talk expression of “pre-fixing” re-
sults in adding “a” to words, as well as dropping the “g” in “ing”
suffix words: “a-cryin’,” “a-fishin’,” “a-changin’.” 

Other commonalities are such expresses as: “Born on the wrong
side of the blanket” or “Nervous as a cat in a room full of rocking
chairs.” Also, there is sometimes a comfort level with using what
an English teacher would instruct are double, triple, or even
quadruple negatives, such as this comment: “I ain’t never seed no
men folk of no kind do no warshing.” Or nouns are turned into

verbs: “He’s out squirreling.” Verbs are sometimes created
out of nouns: “I seed him coming before I heared him.”

Airy and nary are also old speech constructions from
colonial times. “Do you have airy shovel? I ain’t got nary
one.” 

Guffey shared a quote referencing a Western Carolina
University 2016 study on how Appalachian English is still
viable, but is being replaced as more people move into the
area and newer generations are influenced by television
and social media culture: “Vocabulary varies mainly by
sub-region within Appalachia or by the age or “ruralness”
of the speaker. More modern, national terms have been
rapidly displacing  older, rural counterparts, especially
among younger inhabitants. A recent study of students …
found a dramatic loss of regional  vocabulary; for in-
stance, living room, gutters, mantel, and attic had com-
pletely replaced  big house, eaves trough,
fireboard, and loft.

“Vocabulary is continually becoming more standard-
ized. But it is and has been slower to change in the moun-
tains.” 

He pointed out that one of the reasons for abandoning
mountain talk is that “for a century and a half now, Ap-
palachian English has been stigmatized ...  . But people
shouldn’t be ashamed of it because it’s just an older form
of standard English. Still in my family, we use “you-ins,”
which has been eclipsed locally by “ya’ll.” Research shows

that people might still use you-ins at home and ya’ll in less formal
situations and ‘you all’ in more formal situations.” 

Guffey said his intention for the presentation was two-fold, to
clear up misconceptions about mountain talk’s origins, and to
show the importance of preserving it as part of local history. 

“There is social pressure to use standard English in certain sit-
uations, but my hope is that people still use [mountain talk] at
home, and that the younger generation will record or write down
words and sayings so that the mountain talk isn’t completely lost.
Some of it will be, but we can preserve some of it and pass it down
and be proud of it. It’s a window into our past. A connection with
our ancestors.” 

He added later after the presentation: “I feel fortunate to have
been around grandparents and great-grandparents to learn the her-
itage and the talk. I have one son and three grandchildren. It’s
funny because my oldest grandchild was riding in the truck with
me the other day. She said something about the police, and added,
“Or, as you would say it, the ‘po-lice.’ Why do you talk the way
you do?’ I just laughed.”

A younger Stacy Guffey with his late grandfather Robert Guffey (center) and his
father, Jerry Guffey.

https://www.facebook.com/FranklinOffice/
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Job Fair set for Feb. 7 at library 
The Macon County NCWorks Career

Center will hold a job fair on Friday, Feb. 7,
from 2 to 4 p.m., at the Macon County Pub-
lic Library.

According to Paula Alter, Career Center
Manager for the Macon, Jackson and Swain
County centers, this is the first of five job
fairs planned for Macon County residents in
2020. 

“We are delighted to have some new em-
ployers, along with previous job seeker fa-
vorites, in our line-up for this event,” said
Alter. “This year will also feature three spe-
cialty job fairs in the areas of reentry (jus-
tice-involved), 55-plus age group and
veterans. We are looking forward to making
more successful job-seeker and employer
matches in 2020.”

Job seekers are encouraged to bring an
updated resume and dress for an interview.
Any job seeker needing resume assistance
is encouraged to visit the Macon County
NCWorks Career Center, 23 Macon Avenue,
prior to the hiring event and a career advisor
will assist in developing a winning resume.

Participating employers include: Moun-
tain Projects, Webster Enterprises, Foxfire
Heating & Cooling, Julep Farms, Macon
Program for Progress, Mountain Retreat and

Learning Center, U.S. Census, Chick-fil-A
(Clayton, Ga.), Comfort Keepers, Old Ed-
wards Inn, Grandview Manor, Great Smoky
Mountain Railroad, Macon County Senior
Services, Macon County DSS, LBJ Job
Corp, Aramark, Old Edwards Inn, Drake
Enterprises, Beasley Flooring, Harrah’s
Cherokee and Valley River Casinos and
Macon County Transit.

A special highlight of the day will be the
presence of the NCWorks ROVER Mobile
Career Center (Regional Outreach Vehicle
for Engagement and Resources) which will
host a U.S. Census Job Fair from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. in the library parking area. NCWorks
career center staff will also be on hand to as-
sist.

Those with transportation issues to the li-
brary are encouraged to take advantage of
Macon Transit’s Mountain Gem route which
makes routine stops at the library. Charge
for this route is $1 one-way. More informa-
tion on this route may be found online at
www.macontransit.org/routes.html.

Additional information on the job fair or
NCWorks Career Center services may be
obtained by visiting the Franklin career cen-
ter, calling (828)369-9534 or visiting
www.ncworks.gov.

Public comment period opening
for NCDOT’s Division 14 projects 

Area residents will get a chance to provide
input on what transportation projects they
would like to see included in the next North
Carolina Department of Transportation’s 10-
Year transportation plan for 2023-2032. 

With a goal of increasing safety, reducing
congestion and promoting economic growth,
NCDOT uses data and local input to deter-
mine which projects get funded in the 10-
year plan based on a specific formula created
by the Strategic Transportation Investments
law. It allows NCDOT to use its funding
more efficiently to enhance North Carolina’s
infrastructure while supporting economic
growth, job creation and a higher quality of
life.

A statewide 30-day public comment period
to submit project ideas is being held through
Feb. 28. During this period, the public can
send project suggestions in a short, interac-
tive survey found on the 2023-2032 STIP
web page.

Also, a three-day open house will be held
at NCDOT Division 14 headquarters at 253
Webster Road in Sylva for in-person input
about potential projects in Cherokee, Clay,
Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson,
Macon, Polk, Swain and Transylvania coun-
ties. Interested residents can attend the open
house during regular business hours on Feb.
4-6 to get a chance to submit transportation
project ideas and talk with NCDOT staff. 

Residents who can’t attend the open house
can still be part of the process by contacting
Steve Williams of the Division 14 office at

sjwilliams@ncdot.gov; NCDOT Division
14, 253 Webster Road, Sylva, NC 28779; or
(828) 586-2141 during the 30-day comment
period. 

Projects can be as large-scale as an inter-
state improvement or as small as a new turn
lane or intersection improvement. Projects
can be for any mode of transportation, in-
cluding Highway, Aviation, Bicycle &
Pedestrian, Ferry, Public Transportation, and
Rail. Please note that the comment period is
not for maintenance-related projects such as
patching potholes, resurfacing, or ditches.
NCDOT uses a different method to prioritize
maintenance projects.

NCDOT Division 14 will also collect input
from local transportation planning organiza-
tions and from its own staff as it puts together
its list of potential projects. Project scores
and a draft statewide mobility project list are
expected to be released by March 2021. An-
other public comment period regarding re-
gional impact projects will be held in Spring
2021, with the same process taking place for
division-level projects in Fall 2021.

The 2023-2032 draft STIP will be released
in February 2022, with approval by the
Board of Transportation in the summer. Proj-
ects scheduled in the first six years are con-
sidered committed, while projects in the final
four years of the draft 10-year plan will be
re-evaluated again as part of the next STIP
development process. More information on
the STIP development process can be found
on the NCDOT STIP website.

https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
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Paint Parties &     Original Artwork
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www.thedustypallet.com

GGwweenn TTaayylloorrDDeessiiggnnss
A  Division of  The Dusty Pallet

Cup  11 oz.
$10.00

$21.99
Tumbler  20 oz.

$18.99

Polar Camel
15 oz.

70 East Main St. • Franklin, NC
(828)369-7942 • booksunlimitednc.com

A Book is a Present You can open Again and Again
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24 E. MAIN ST. • FRANKLIN, NC 828.369.7300

244 Porter St.
Franklin, NC

828.369.5999

Isn’t it time to turn
those vacation dreams
in to reality? Going

Places Travel can help
you plan and make it

happen in 2020.
Make an 

appointment today 
for a consultation!!

Valentine
R e m e m b e r  Y o u r

Friday, Feb. 14

https://www.facebook.com/alwaysraisingthebar/
https://www.facebook.com/Going-Places-Travel-Service-124903110912235/
https://www.facebook.com/booksunlimitednc/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
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Doodlebugs
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HHoommee DDééccoorr •• AArrttwwoorrkk •• GGiiffttss 

Find Your Happy Place!

Janice Cummings

Kris Sterrie

Owners

CREATIVE FRAMING
482 Depot St., Franklin, NC • 828-349-4468

creativeframing@dnet.net • creativeframing.info

(828) 369-2690
46 East Main Street • Franklin, NC

For 2 – Your choice of either Prime Rib,
Pork Chops or Crab Cakes with 

2 Sides, Salad and a Shared Dessert

VVaalleennttiinnee’’ss SSppeecciiaall

We offer Beer and Wine Specials
Wine $4 Per Glass • Domestic Beer $2 • Craft Beer $3

������������

Southern Fusion Cuisine

WWee wwiillll aallssoo bbee ooffffeerriinngg oouurr rreegguullaarr mmeennuu 

AAllll ffoorr 

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY
FFeebb.. 1133
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Friday, Feb. 14

https://www.facebook.com/doodlebugsfranklinnc/
https://www.facebook.com/Creative-Framing-Inc-317704602577/
https://www.facebook.com/LeAnders-Jewelers-596689260709091/
https://www.facebook.com/rockinrolliepollies/
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19 East Palmer Street, Franklin, NC
(the former Davis Realty building)

828-421-0820

Rusted Arrow Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques

Winter Hours:
Tuesday – Friday  10am – 5pm; Saturday  10am – 4pm

Part II: Democratic commissioner candidates
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Last week, The Macon County News featured the Republican
candidates for the Macon County Board of Commissioners. The
March 3 primary election will feature two Democrats on the ballot,
both hoping to get the majority of votes to be able to appear on the
November ballot for District II of the Macon County Commission. 

Olga Lampkin
Olga Lampkin moved to Franklin to be near her aging parents, to

spend more time with them and assist them as they age, and because
she believes it’s a much better environment in which to raise her
youngest son.  Lampkin was born and raised in the Redlands, a rural,
south Florida agriculture-based community.  She is the mother of
two boys, ages 12 and 24. She has  four cats, two dogs, and numer-
ous chickens and roosters.  She grows a large garden, and cans, dries
and ferments what she grows so that her family and friends can
enjoy it year-round. 

Since moving to North Carolina in 2015, Lampkin has worked for
Coward, Hicks & Siler in Sylva, handling a wide variety of issues,
including DOT condemnation defense cases, miscellaneous civil lit-
igation, estate planning,
and real estate. Lampkin
has worked for law of-
fices since 1990 in south
and central Florida (1990-
2001), central California
(2001-2015) and North
Carolina (2015-present).
In Florida, the offices
Lampkin worked for han-
dled real estate matters
while the offices in Cali-
fornia mostly handled
water rights cases, civil
litigation and estate plan-
ning, and represented mu-
nicipalities. 

Lampkin serves on the
board of directors as sec-
retary of The Canary
Coalition, a nonprofit that
advocates for clean air.

“I truly think Macon County is a great place,” Lampkin said. “I
chose to live here, built a house, and plan to stay. I want to be a part
of keeping Macon County great, but even great things have room for
improvement. That being said, I certainly don’t want Macon County
to be like any of the counties where I have previously lived; I left
those places for a reason. I like to be busy, I like to be involved, and
I want to give back to my community.”

Betty Cloer Wallace
Betty Cloer Wallace made her living as a tree farmer planting

14,000 native hardwood seedlings and wildlife preservationist after
she retired from from education and government. As a member of
6th generation Macon County farm family, Wallace received a B.S.
in English and Art from California State University at Humboldt,
her M.A. in Education from University of North Carolina, her Ed.S.
in Administration from Western Carolina University and Ed.D. in
Administration from University of Georgia.

Wallace previously served as the Associate Superintendent of
Macon County Schools and the director of Western Regional Edu-
cation Center. Her career in education is extensive, also serving as
superintendent of Vance County Schools (15 schools, 1,100 em-
ployees) as well as Deputy

Assistant State Superintendent for the North Carolina Department
of Public Instruction. Wallace was also a U.S. Department of Edu-
cation Fellow in Washington, DC and former Associate Superin-
tendent for the Northwest Arctic Borough School District. Wallace
has also had a career in secondary education, serving as an Adjunct
Professor at Western Carolina University and Southwestern Com-
munity College. 

She has served on numerous boards and commissions for indus-
trial recruitment and school facilities planning in Macon County and
Western North Carolina. In her free time, Wallace writes and is the

author of “Poisoned Apple, the Bell-Curve Crisis” as well as Tuck-
asegee Chronicles, a historical novel set in Little Tennessee River
Valley.

Although she has not held an elected position in Macon County,
Wallace does have political experience. Wallace was elected to two
terms as State Secretary of the N.C. Democratic Party and has
served on the State Democratic Executive Committee and State Ex-
ecutive Council. Wallace was the first woman in North Carolina to
run for U.S. Senate and first ran for Macon County Board of Com-
missioners in 2018. 

“My lifelong experience and credentials in public service have
been a lifetime of preparation for serving as a Macon County Com-
missioner,” said Wallace. “I want to work toward practical and sus-
tainable change and to up-end the top-down three-person voting
bloc that has controlled our Board of Commissioners for many
years. We must change our current status quo economic and social
trajectory if we want to keep our young families here. I’m an ad-
vocate for a strong multi-party system to maintain balance in our
local government as in all other areas of our lives. At the moment,
Macon County is clearly out of balance, clearly lop-sided toward
the “tea party” far right while a contingent of far left “progressives”

pull in the opposite direc-
tion. This extreme diver-
gence on both extremes of
our local political spec-
trum has split our local
political parties into five
distinct factions, which is
hurting our ability to sus-
tain a moderate common
ground in local govern-
ment that we need, and
must have, to move for-
ward as a county.”

Questions to candidates
as they were asked and
answered. Edits were
made for clarity and
length. 

What do you see as
being the biggest issue
facing Macon County

and how would you address it if elected?
Lampkin: “I think funding public education is important, but

that is addressed separately. County commissioners should repre-
sent the people, not a personal agenda, so the issues that are im-
portant to me are not as relevant as the issues that are important to
the other Macon County residents.  Like so many others, though, I
think opioids and meth are the scourge of our county. I am inter-
ested in analyzing what measures have been tried in the past, and
to help us take new steps forward toward some level of success.
Also, there is an obvious need for employment opportunities, but in-
centives are needed to encourage businesses to move to our county.
The monopolies created by Duke and Frontier are appalling, and
their poor customer service needs to be corrected. On a county level,
the way to address that is just like on a personal level: repeated,
forceful contact moving up through the business hierarchy.”

Wallace: “Jobs that pay a living wage and benefits so that we
can stop the exodus of our young families is vital; therefore, an ag-
gressive plan for economic development is crucial. Putting all our
eggs in the tourism basket helps some residents, but is unsustainable
for most residents. Our poverty rate (30%), median income
($39,000), needy and declining schools, children in low-income
households (58%), a growing homeless population, reduced hospi-
tal and health care facilities, lack of affordable housing, lack of
broadband internet access, and growing crime statistics related to
drug trafficking are seriously affecting our lives and economy, since
those are the main factors that prospective businesses and indus-
tries look at beyond a potential workforce. Potential employers an-
alyzing such data are not impressed with our sporadic support for
education, our “welfare queen” numbers, our crime statistics, our
‘dollar store’ economy, or our lack of broadband internet access and
expansion. Macon County has fallen into a downward economic
spiral as a number of large industries have closed and as a succes-
sion of storefronts are boarded up. We should develop clear and

Olga Lampkin Betty Cloer Wallace

http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/780561695402397/
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Mountain
Medical

Directory

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.
A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

If you value your
eye sight, trust a
Board Certified
Ophthalmologist.

Dr. Shaller is accepting new patients.
Cataract, Glaucoma & Diabetic Evaluations.
Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral

Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734

828.369.4236
FAX 828.369.0753

WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/

Oral Cancer Screening
• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now

Available!

forthright industrial recruitment presentations and packages, and
aggressively contact a large number and range of businesses and
industries through industrial associations and commercial realtors to
try to entice divisions or even headquarters to locate here. We can
certainly offer tax incentives and negotiate long leases, but we
should quit deeding away plots of our prime county-owned com-
mercial land to private companies that thrive for a while, then sell
the property and move elsewhere. As for our lack of economic
growth, we have concentrated on development of Main Street

Franklin, the Macon Airport, recreational parks (even an expen-
sive dog park), and retirement havens, rather than devising and car-
rying out a long-range plan for development of the by-pass and
major arteries leading into Franklin, namely the Sylva Road and
Georgia Road, and to a lesser extent the Highlands and Bryson City
Roads. Thus, our tendency is toward consumerism rather than pro-
duction, and it is not sustainable.”

Public Education: Commissioners are faced with more and more
requests for public education funding. What is your stance on the
county’s role in funding public education? Do you think the current
levels are adequate or do you think they should be increased/de-
creased?

Lampkin: “I think the county should do everything it reason-
ably can to increase funding for public education. It may be trite so
say, ‘I believe the children are our future,’ but they are.  It behooves
us all as adults, as the people who make decisions, as the people
who can do something, to provide all possible opportunities to allow
our children (and all Macon County children truly are “our” chil-
dren, collectively) to reach their full potentials. For most families,
our children spend more waking hours at school with their teachers,
than they do at home with their parents. Just as our children deserve
opportunities, our schools and our teachers deserve access to the fi-
nances and funding that will allow them to better serve our chil-
dren. Our children deserve more, and our schools and teachers
deserve more. 

I have been involved in the Macon County arts movement. The
problem is that we have a small set of finances from taxes that goes
to pay for many teachers’ salaries, school supplies, personnel, pro-
grams, and so on. We need to generate new revenue streams, and be
willing to discuss how partnerships between private businesses and
public schools can develop relationships that benefit the whole com-
munity. We also need to be more thoughtful about how to spend the
available resources.”

Wallace: “County commissioners are responsible for providing
adequate school facilities, while the state and local school boards are
responsible for operation of the schools, albeit our local school
board is often reduced to begging our county commissioners for
additional funding simply to stay afloat, which is not a pretty sight.
Together, these two boards and ‘we the people’ have a moral obli-

gation to our children and grandchildren to do better, to provide
schools that give every young person the best chance for a suc-
cessful future. It is disgraceful that our students do not have basic
instructional materials and that teachers are forced to beg for fi-
nancial assistance and to spend their own money for basic student
needs. It is disgraceful that the Macon Middle School was allowed
to become leaky and moldy and not maintained up to standard for
40 years. It is disgraceful that 58% of our children live in homes
below the poverty level, that the majority of our students qualify
for free and reduced price meals (including the entire East Franklin
School), and that many other families are humiliated every year
when they cannot afford to pay for meals for their children. It is un-
fortunate that we have consolidated our elementary schools so that
the majority of young students are taken out of their home com-
munities and must commute long weary miles elsewhere. I don’t
know of many adults who would suffer through such long hours of
busing to get to their workplace every day, but yet our children are
forced do it. It is disgraceful that decisions have not already been
made, years ago, about the future of facilities at Nantahala, High-
lands, and Franklin High School in a fair and equitable manner. We
spend far too much time plugging holes rather than planning and
setting priorities.

As our state legislature continues its juggernaut toward privati-
zation of our public schools, we cannot simply blame the state for
cutting our funds. As a county, we must fill the gap to the degree that
we can financially do so, right here at home, and go even beyond
the basic essentials to the degree that we can afford it. For starters,
we can use local funds for all necessary supplies and instructional
materials not provided by the state, and we as a county can certainly
pay for meals for students who are currently paying for them in part
or full, often with great difficulty. Would adults be happy going to
their jobs without adequate tools and meals? In the whole scheme
of our county’s total finances, paying for school supplies and meals
for our children is not a large item. We could initiate long-range
planning to decentralize our large elementary schools and return
students to smaller community schools, while at the same time plan
for reconditioning our middle and high school facilities, bringing
them up to standard and expanding them. It would take time to de-
centralize, but that’s what long-range planning is for. And we should
really look at restructuring the grade-level offerings at each school
level, which is actually not as formidable as it might seem if done
in conjunction with facilities planning. Macon County already has
adequate funding resources for most of our educational needs if the
county commissioners would plan ahead and set priorities with ed-
ucational needs at the top, rather than continue to engage in au-
thoritarian knee-jerk piecemeal governance by ad hoc special
interests. Our basic education needs should supersede all other as-
pects of our county finances, if we expect to meet our moral obli-

gations and prepare our children for a future here in Macon County
or elsewhere, depending on what they want to learn and do. Having
the basic education to allow for choices is the most important legacy
we can provide for our children.”

Macon County is in the middle of a large space needs analysis
project to address infrastructure needs. What are your thoughts on
the current direction the county is taking to address these issues?

Lampkin: “Most road repairs and upgrades are handled by DOT.
Ideally, DOT would consider the actual communities in which it
seeks to address infrastructure needs. However, I’m involved in the
Highway 107 projects in Sylva and know firsthand that DOT draw-
ings and projects are prepared by people who seemingly have no
idea what would be beneficial for the communities.  We need to be
proactive with DOT from early stages of projects to ensure that our
needs are being taken into consideration and met.  As a community,
we need to be open to new ideas, even if they might take some get-
ting used to. For instance, I support the installation of the traffic cir-
cles in Franklin.  They are ‘difficult’ because they are new and
uncommon but, if used properly, they will ease traffic congestion at
the intersections where they were installed. I also support putting
utilities lines underground.  Not only would it cut down on power
and phone outages caused by downed trees, but it would be more
pleasing to the eye.”

Wallace: “The $300,000 ‘space needs’ study recently completed
was preordained to fit our existing programs and services – except
for promotion of a new and wildly expensive courthouse and de-
tention center. School facilities were not included in the study; there-
fore, the study was actually not a study of our comprehensive needs
but a rubber stamp of the status quo and special interests. We do
need a review of our comprehensive needs, along with projected
costs for each capital item, but not another study to justify special in-
terest projects. We should set priorities for the entire county and con-
tinually review them, including long-range planning for a civic
center large and complex enough to house high school graduations
and events such as arts and crafts fairs, gun shows, automobile
shows, and assorted conferences. We should put money into our
schools (both facilities and operation) and services for the growing
population of retirees, rather than continuing to expand recreation,
entertainment, and the airport; and every large project requiring large
expenditures and ongoing maintenance should be decided by pub-
lic referendum, by a direct vote of the people, fully participatory and
fully transparent.”

Voters will have a chance to meet both Democratic and Repub-
lican candidates for Macon County Commissioner on Thursday,
Feb. 13, at the Macon County Public Library beginning at 4:30.
The  candidate forum that will feature a Q&A with commissioner
candidates and will also have introduction from candidates running
for various offices including District Court Judge and Congress.

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
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Highlands Mayor

Sallie and I visited our ‘beltway
kids” in Washington this past week-
end. It is always good to leave
Highlands for a while and see what
other folks are doing.  Well, I sup-
pose comparisons of Highlands to
Washington, DC are a stretch, but
let me give it a try.

First on my agenda, after our ini-
tial visit with our son and daughter-
in-law, was to get a haircut.  By a
series of unfortunate events, I had
missed that opportunity for several weeks, so I was overdue.  

I got a tip that one of the best barbershops in DC, Diego’s, was
near our hotel. We walked to the barbershop and found Diego
himself cutting hair and holding court. Diego is one of those peo-
ple who are blessed in loving what they do. It was full on Satur-
day morning, but the wait was short. As I got my haircut, I saw
on the walls a bipartisan collection of autographed photographs
of congressmen, senators and presidents who had visited this bar-
bershop. I realized I was getting a genuine “Washington elite”
haircut.   

So if you see me around town in the next few days and notice
I look slick and trim, just remember I am sporting a  DC haircut.
Now will it make me think smarter or dumber as an elected offi-
cial?  The cost was the same as in Highlands so I just don’t know.  

One evening we had an early dinner in downtown Washington.
When we finished and walked back on the street it was dark. Oh,
it looked like Gatlinburg or Las Vegas! There were white lights
on all the trees on the street. The illuminated trees were well done
and added a special feeling to the winter streetscape. If it is good
at our nation’s capital, maybe it would work in downtown High-
lands, too?

I noticed in downtown DC there were numerous electric scoot-
ers and electric bicycles available to rent.  My son showed me an
app on his phone that allowed him to rent a scooter or bike.  While
I don’t see scooters in Highlands, electric bicycles are already
here and will probably increase.  They could become an alterna-
tive for some to riding around town in automobiles, even electric
cars.

In my children’s neighborhood outside of Washington I no-
ticed work in progress on something we are doing in Highlands.
Like Highlands, fiber optic cables were being installed on all the
streets.  The building of these fiber networks are taking place
across the nation.  Our $4.6 million construction project will serve
Highlands well for years to come.  The cost will be recuperated
over the years of operation.   

A related issue that Highlands, as well as almost every com-
munity in the country, is grappling with its workforce/affordable
housing.  Our housing issues can’t compare to the problem in the
Washington area. The rent and commute distances our children
face in DC are staggering by comparison.

Correction:  I gave out the Highlands Police Department phone
number instead of the Macon County Non -Emergency Number.
The correct number is 526-4131.

Patrick Taylor

Teresa S. Tabor, Editor
Betsey Gooder, Publisher / Advertising Director

Is there anything that is not better today?
Fellow Democrats, is this all you got is impeachment?
This is the only thing you’ve done since taking over the

House. I take that back, you have drawn a big fat salary.
You’ve taken more days off then you’ve have showed up
for “work” Ha, ha. You’ve been talking impeachement from
Day One when Trump was elected.

Can anybody name the top 10 things they have accom-
plished? How about the top three? How about the top one?
Is there anything – anything – that is not better today than
when Trump took office? How many times have people said
the check is in the mail. How many times have people said,
can you hold the check until Tuesday, I will make a deposit.
You would have to impeach all the Democrats.

I don’t think people understand from George Washington
to George Bush. We owed 10 trillion from Obama to
Obama. In eight years it went from 10 trillion to 20 trillion.
Shovel ready and you know what he was shoveling. Kathy
Whitley blames that on Trump. Hello, Kathy, he bought a
$20,000 6-foot portrait of himself. The one thing you didn’t
say was the truth, they are just [expletive] away more of our
hard-earned money on the impeachment then she blames
the president for something that happened in 2010 and 1960.
The amazing thing is the editor and publisher prints this crap
when there is so many good things to be thankful for.

Pete Young – Franklin, N.C.

Obama endured with grace and dignity
Lately I’ve been thinking about sending Donald Trump a

Hank Williams Jr., CD. Hank wrote, “I’m for love. And I’m
for happiness. And I’m for if you don’t like it can’t you just
let it pass.” Maybe he merely paraphrased Romans 12:19
(KJV). That passage is: “Dearly beloved, avenge not your-
selves, but rather give place unto wrath: For it is written,
vengeance is mine: I will repay, saith the Lord.”

Perhaps there is no clear message in Romans 12:19 for the
leader of the strongest nation on earth. However, I am per-
plexed that the Evangelical Prayer Breakfasts in the White
House have not slowed Trump’s relentless quest for some
measure of revenge against Clinton, Obama, Biden and other
political adversaries. He has spent over three years ranting
about their failures, flaws and mistakes. Seeking revenge?
For what?

Maybe the next Prayer Breakfast will focus on Romans
12:19. Maybe the “elected” leader of the U.S. can still learn
to forgive the slights, criticisms and insults that leaders al-
most certainly must endure. Most do with grace and dignity.
Barack Obama showed us how. He patiently withstood the
avowed determination of Republicans to thwart every move
he made.

When Trump “stands up” to his political opponents is he
not really falling down? Especially if he claims to be a Chris-
tian representative?

Dave Waldrop – Webster, N.C.

Superficial education fosters mistaken ideas
Shortly after capitalism brought all of America under its

control, government took over the country’s schools.  Be-
cause education is a social good, proponents of government
schools say.  So as to mold America’s children and youth to
the service of capitalism, others say.

Before schools in USA became socialized, they followed
a curriculum that had been developed in classical Greece
and had survived with few changes for over 2,000 years.
Under the classical curriculum, students studied subjects
that taught them to think well and to think deeply. Nowa-
days, students are presented courses about social justice
(whatever that is – it has something to do with tearing down
monuments to people who fought for their freedom).  One
of the ways that the old curriculum produced good minds
was by thoroughly teaching a few subjects for mastery. By
studying subjects for mastery, students learned how to mas-
ter new information as they encountered it during life after
school. Nowadays, students in government schools study
many subjects superficially. One whose schooling presents
him with only superficial examinations of many subjects,
finishes schooling knowing only how to develop scant
knowledge and vague ideas.  (Government schools do teach
people to think a lot, just not well.)

Not everyone needs a classical education, but if civiliza-
tion is to be well, all parents need the freedom to choose
whether their children receive a classical education.

Of course many people become educated despite govern-
ment schooling.  One who creates his own wealth, that is,
small business owners, receive by that means, an education.
One who works as a salaryman or a wage earner, does not
have the opportunity to gain an education the way a small
business owner gains his.  However, the salaryman and wage
earner may receive an education from his family and friendly
associations, unless all his associates are as uneducated as
himself.  But however a person is educated nowadays, it isn’t
by government schools.  Dear Lord, save us from social
goods.

People whose minds are equipped to develop only scant
knowledge and vague ideas, advance such mistaken ideas
as, “national health insurance will provide full and afford-
able health care.”

It won’t.  It can’t.  The incentives driving the actions of
bureaucrats can never lead them to provide anything re-
motely resembling full and affordable health care.  We will
receive health care as close to full and affordable as it is pos-
sible to receive, from providers competing in the market
place for our dollars.  To get that, we must first get govern-
ment out of health care, not deeper into it.

George Crockett – Franklin, N.C.
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Voter registration deadline
February 7 at 5 p.m.

Absentee ballots by mail
January 13-February 25

Request forms at www.maconnc.org or
www.ncsbe.gov or by calling (828)349-2034 or email
Macon.boe@ncsbe.gov.

One-Stop Voting
February 13- 29

Macon County Community Building
Highlands Civic Center

Hours Mon-Fri, 8-7:30; Saturday, Feb. 29, 8-3
Primary Election Day

Tuesday, March 3
Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Contact the Macon County Board of Elections at
(828)349-2034 or visit www.maconnc.org/elections. 

Voter info for 
March 3 Primary Election

Who stole the Emperor’s clothes?
As the drama plays out in the Impeachment Trial, senators

play with fidget spinners, do crossword puzzles, or stroll in
the lobby, our American justice system is reduced to tatters.
Without allowing witnesses or corroborating evidence,
watching the senate trial can be a rather boring affair.  So let’s
have a little fun with this and say that it wasn’t a matter of
withholding military aid from Ukraine, but instead a matter of
the presence or lack of attire of the President. 

If the President was accused of having no clothes on, we
might consider the following statements by senators and the
president alike:

According to some senators, it is the American people who
should decide on election day if the person occupying the
white house has clothes on or not.  The American people
elected him and this is just an attempt by the house Democ-
rats to disrobe him, I mean remove him from office.  

The economy is doing well, so what does it matter that the
President has shed his clothes?  Is this a high crime or mis-
demeanor? Perhaps this is just a Chinese hoax... again.  If we
allow ourselves to be fooled twice as President Bush once fa-
mously said, then shame on us.  

His loyal supporters all say that he has done nothing wrong
and there is nothing wrong with the way he is outfitted, de-
spite their swearing oath to be impartial jurors in the trial. The
president himself has stated he is a stable genius, so who are
we to question his veracity? If one is making up the truth, it
isn’t difficult to conform the facts to the truth.

Mitch McConnell at the outset, said he would not be an im-
partial juror and would be in lockstep with the White House.
Does swearing oath to be impartial undue his previous state-
ments? With cameras focused only on the front of the hear-
ing, no one knows who is really there and who is out in the

lobby giving interviews to the media.  One senator had a stack
of books to read.  A few hours after the hearings in the Senate
began as many as 21 seats were empty.  

Senators claim that there is no evidence that the Emperor (I
mean President) doesn’t have clothes on.  All evidence is sec-
ond hand. The president never directly told anyone that he
wasn’t going to wear clothes.   His team of lawyers in the hear-
ing claimed that not a single witness testified that the President
himself said that he was or wasn't going to wear clothes.  Ac-
tually, Gordon Sondland and Alexander Vindman did say that
he said so.  Perhaps this is why the President isn’t allowing
any of his staffers testify, because they do have first-hand
knowledge.  But who cares if the truth has been stripped away.  

All this talk about clothes is just a distraction, after all, be-
cause Democrats have been trying to get him out office since
day one.  Senators state that the Dems are just trying to steal
the 2016 election from the president. Wasn’t that election al-
ready stolen by the Russians, I mean the Ukrainians?

The President has said over and over again that he hasn’t
done anything wrong.  He even bragged that we have the
clothes, not them (referring to the House Dems).  Obviously,
the Dems don’t have his clothes! Without his clothes, is there
really any evidence that he doesn’t have clothes on?

If the President was innocent would he be acting in com-
plete denial of the charges?  Or would he present himself for
examination or at least his closest staff who certainly have
first-hand knowledge of whether or not he is adequately at-
tired?  We must of course consider whether or not this is a mat-
ter of National Security.  The President would be happy to
appear, however his tailors may claim that his outfit isn’t quite
finished yet, which is just slightly reminiscent of why he
couldn’t release his tax returns.  We know what a busy sched-
ule the President has tweeting.  He broke all records during
his recent tweets at 131 in one day (which I fact checked).
This is a president who can’t concern himself with trifles such
as clothing.  

Senators took an oath under penalty of perjury to “do im-
partial justice according to the Constitution and laws.”  Who
can prove that they didn’t just look the other way?

The release of a manuscript by Former National Security
Advisor John Bolton implicating the President in his disrob-
ing is simply an attempt to sell his book according to the Pres.
He should know as he is the greatest businessman that ever
was.  

And finally, the President’s lawyers can argue that there is
reasonable doubt as to whether or not the president has clothes
on.  He says he doesn’t, I mean he says that he does have them
on or hasn’t done anything wrong and everything is perfect,
isn’t it? This is all a conspiracy theory perpetuated by the
Ukrainians. Isn’t the president above the law? He did say he
could shoot someone on fifth avenue and get away with it (ac-
tually he said he wouldn’t lose any voters). Now, I’m even
getting confused.  Isn’t he either clothed or not clothed?  Does
a double negative negate something? Or according to Bill
Clinton, is it a matter of how we define “is”?  Or is this just an
attempt by the Dems to steal the election from the Russians or
was it the Ukrainians? We may never know the real truth, but
at least we can have a good laugh (not of course at the Presi-
dent’s expense). These are the questions I’m afraid that Amer-
icans will have to decide in the upcoming 2020 election.  Best
Wishes!

Paul Chew – Franklin, N.C.

Please keep praying for me and my family
I’m writing this letter in faith believing that you’ll print it

and people will pray for me and my family.
Many in Franklin and Western North Carolina know my

voice and phone number from Tell & Sell It, but don’t know
what I look like. Many others do know me and my wife Dar-
lene. Many have probably prayed for us. I’m the guy with
many windows and the one-of-a-kind Ford Ranger for sale.

Both of my grandfathers were Baptist ministers here in
Macon County and my dad was a very successful business-
man in the ’50s. He financed chickens for people. He had a
box car load of chicken feed coming in on the train every
week. He helped a lot of people make a living for their fam-
ily and he made good money also. He lost $10,000 in two
weeks in 1952. The hatching egg market got flooded with
eggs. The price dropped almost overnight. You see, the roots
of my raisin’ run deep as Merle Haggard put in a song.

Yesterday, my wife Darlene went to the hospital again on
an ambulance. Her blood pressure went extremely high.
Since November 2013, my wife has been told she has can-
cer three times. Also, the cancer busted in my chest in Au-
gust 2014. That’s only a small part of the stress we’ve been
through. Without prayer we would probably be in Wells
Grove Cemetery, at least our bodies would be there; we
would be in heaven. We’ve had special prayer at more than
one Baptist church like James chapter 5 teaches. Prayer still
causes miracles to happen. Me and my wife are proof of
that, and many of you can testify to the same I’m sure.

When you go to your closet to pray, please pray for me,
my wife and our daughter Rosea. I still have cancer. It’s
CLL, the slow leukemia. I take no medication for it though
my wife has been told that she has to take Ibrance as long as
she lives.

Many of you have already prayed for us, so I want to
thank all of you. Please keep it up.

Jerry Holden – Franklin, N.C.

Battle underway for the soul of America
The accomplishments of President Trump’s first three

years of his presidency:
He has created the:
1. Greatest economy the U.S. has had in over 40 years.

Last Dow Jones average was over 29,000. The Dow Jones
growth under the Obama adminastration was 8,000. In Jan-
uary 2020, it was 29,000 showing the creation of over 7
million new jobs and bringing back factories and workers
from foreign countries. Tax breaks for middle income peo-
ple and others.

2. New and better trade deals for the U.S. with China,
Mexico and Canada, etc.

3. Increased U.S. miliatry effectiveness by infusing over
$700,000,000 for new personnel, new ships and new
planes.

4. Safeguarding the borders by building a wall to keep
out sex traffickers, illegal drugs and other people trying to
get into the U.S. illegally.

5. Moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, promised by
other presidents, but never fulfilled.

6. Trying to close sanctuary cities to stop those let out by
local governments who kill and maim U.S. citizens proving
that these local governments do not protect their citizens as
promised.

7. Increasing Supreme Court Justices to insure conserva-
tive viewpoints on how to interpret the Constitution of the
United States.

8. The Iranian Nuclear Deal. As the greatest power in the
world, the Obama adminstration sold out our strength to the
terrorists in Iran. A tremendously bad deal for America,
while we gave them millions of dollars.

From the moment President Trump was elected, the De-
mocrats and the left leaning media have been trying to re-
move him from office.

With the economy doing so well, increasing jobs and in-
creasing people’s retirement, IRAs, building up the mili-
tary to protect the U.S., gaining a new respect for the U.S.
world-wide. Two questions remain for the American
peopoe, 1. Where do you want the American democracy to
go? 2. The other is do we want to be free or under the left
leaning government into Socialism?

Why would you not continue the growth of America?
Think before you vote in the 2020 election.

Robert Yates – Franklin, N.C.

The Macon County News letters page is a public
forum open to a wide variety of  opinions. Letters are
neither accepted nor rejected on the basis of the opin-
ions expressed. Writers are asked to refrain from per-
sonal attacks against individuals or businesses. Letters
are not necessarily reflective of the opinions of the
publisher, editor or staff of The Macon County News.
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Franklin High School crowns Mr. & Ms. FHS 2020

Photos by 
Ellen Randall, 
Sandy Tabor, 

FHS Yearbook staff

Jesus Torres and Alex Emma Torres
Mr. & Ms. FHS
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828.349.3390
Franklin, NC 

Serving All of 
Western North Carolina

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal
Excavating • Backhoe • Land Clearing

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling • Sewer & Water

Retaining Walls • Sealcoating & Striping

http://www.gillettelawnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/BlackberryMarketBoutique/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests January 12 - 26. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

January 22
Jessie Lee Cody Atcheson, 25, of Franklin, was  charged

with possession of stolen motor vehicle, possession of
methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, re-
sist/obstruct/delay. A secured bond of $32,500 was set. Clay
A. Saunders made the arrest. 

January 23
Amy Morgan Smith, 28, of Franklin, was charged with

financial card theft, financial transaction card fraud. A se-
cured bond of $10,000 was set. Jordan C. Sutton made the
arrest.

Robert Lee  Jewell, 33, of Athens, Ga., was charged with
possession of a controlled substance with intent to sell or
deliver, sell/deliver a schedule I controlled substance. A se-
cured bond of $15,000 was set. Jordan C. Sutton made the
arrest. 

Jeffery Scott Johnson, 49, of Franklin, was charged with
breaking and entering misdemeanor, injury to real property,
obtaining property by false pretense. A secured bond of
$12,500 was set. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

January 25
Mimi Raa Ciarrocchi, 28, of Franklin, was charged with

possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug para-
phernalia. A secured bond of $5,000 was set.  Parrish W.
Young made the arrest.

January 26
Peter Eugene Woodall, 58, of Franklin, was charged with

possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug para-
phernalia. A secured bond of $2,500 was set. Parriah W.
Young made the arrest.  

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

January 12
Brooke Leighann Smith, 23, of Hazel Sanooke Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with failure to appear for obtaining
property by false pretenses, possession of stolen
goods/property, probation violation, simple possession of
schedule IV controlled substance. A secured bond of $5,000
was set. 

Bryn Chicoah Hoyle, 21, of Greasy Branch Rd., Bryson,
was charged with failure to appear for second degree tres-
pass. A secured bond of $250 was set. 

Kelsey Lane Mason, 26, of Parkway Rd., Brevard, was
charged with carrying a concealed gun. No bond was set. 

January 13
Albert Juarez, 29, of Wolfetown Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with violation of domestic violence protective
order. No bond was set. 

Sanford Lee Parker, 53, of Wilson Dr., was charged with
communicating threats, assault on a female. No bond was

set. 
Adam Warren-David Evitt, 31, of Windy Gap Rd., Cul-

lowhee, was issued a true bill of indictment for possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession of methamphetamine. No
bond was set. 

Angela Darlene Tinkham, 46, of Academy St., Canton,
was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of methamphetamine. No bond was set. 

Erica Leann Mader, 21, of Peak Dr., Cullowhee, was
charged with assault and battery. No bond was set. 

January 14
Jamison Lawrence Lassiter, 36, of Sylva, was charged

with failure to appear for second degree trespass. A secured
bond of $250 was set. 

Tammie Taylor Lambert, 50, of Too How Rd., Whittier,
was charged with failure to appear for operate vehicle with
no insurance. A secured bond of $500 was set. 

Deborah Kay Williamson, 54, of Small Meadow Dr., was
charged with resist a public officer. A secured bond of $150
was set. 

January 15
Lori Jane Cantrell, 48, of Bigwitch Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to appear for shoplifting concealment
of goods, trespassing, larceny, possession of stolen
goods/property. A secured bond of $1,500 was set. 

January 16
Michael Jerome Drakeford, 38, of Usti Dr., Cherokee,

was charged with assault on a female. No bond was set. 
William Donald Cline, 28, of Addie Littlejohn Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with failure to appear for posses-
sion of stolen goods/property, obtain property by false pre-
tense. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. 

David Charles Roberts, 39, of Lavender Way, Cullowhee,
was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of methamphetamine. No bond was set. 

January 17
Robert David Burch, 43, of Overdrive Rd., was charged

with possession of firearm by felon. A secured bond of
$1,000 was set. 

Loretta Moss Watson, 59, of Mossy Ridge, Cullowhee,
was issued a true bill of indictment for misdemeanor pos-
session of a schedule IV controlled substance, misdemeanor
possession of schedule II controlled substance. A secured
bond of $1,500 was set. 

Baron Houston Sutton, 33, of Levi Mathis Rd., Whittier,
was charged with possession of stolen property, larceny
after breaking and entering, breaking and entering a motor
vehicle forcible. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 

Matthew Zachary Farnsworth, 19, of Glenwood Rd.,
Maiden, was charged with driving while impaired, driving
after consuming under the age of 21. An unsecured bond of
$500 was set. 

Kristopher Alexander Tutt, 24, of Little Rock Circle, was
charged with negligent child abuse causing serious physical
injury. An unsecured bond of $10,000 was set. 

January 18
Christopher Dale Cagle, 40, of Lonesome Hollow Dr.,

Maggie Valley, was charged with possession of firearm by
a felon. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Amber Elaine Ledbetter, 42, of, Pink Dogwood Lane,
Waynesville, was charged with possession of marijuana
paraphernalia, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz., pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, possession of methampheta-
mine. Unsecured bond of $500 was set. 

Kassandra Rene Crowe, 36, of Beck Branch Rd., Whit-
tier, was charged with possession of stolen property, mis-
demeanor larceny. No bond was set. 

January 19
Quinton Earl Barker, 25, of Cozy Cove Rd., was charged

with failure to appear for driving while license revoked, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of $750 was
set. 

Steven Chase Stanley, 27, of Belmont Dr., Franklin, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession
of methamphetamine. No bond was set. 

Monique Laverne Smith, 28, of Hollyview Circle,
Franklin, was charged with real lamp violation, possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession of methamphetamine, pos-
session of heroin. No bond was set. 

January 20
Zavion Fredrick Southerland, 19, of Claiborne Woods

Rd., Charlotte, was charged with assault causing physical
injury on a detention employee, assault on detention em-
ployee causing serious injury. An unsecured bond of $1,000
was set. 

Jubal Ben Stephenson, 48, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier,
was charged with assault on a female, communicating
threats. No bond was set. 

January 21
Raven Marie Nakota Osborne, 19, of Mosaic Lane, was

charged with consume alcohol by 19/20 year old. A secured
bond of $200 was set. 

Aaron Levi Owle, 23, of Almond Rd., was charged with
failure to appear for possession of drug paraphernalia, felony
probation violation. A secured bond of $23,000 was set. 

Richard Lee Hefner, 39, of Sylva, was charged with ha-
bitual felon, failure to appear on a felony, true bill of indict-
ment for habitual felon, possession of stolen goods/property,
larceny after breaking and entering, breaking and entering.
A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Matthew Paul Leonard, 40, of Sylva, was charged with
failure to appear for possession of stolen motor vehicle. A
secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Kevin Michael Swimmer, 27, of Donna Maney Rd.,
Cherokee, was charged with resisting a public officer. A se-
cured bond of $100 was set. 

Christopher Todd Jones, 33, of Cloudy Valley Dr., was
charged with failure to appear for driving while license re-
voked not impaired revocation. A secured bond of $11,500
was set. 

January 22
Otono Milan Rodriguez, 28, of Grassy Branch Rd.,

Cherokee, was charged with failure to appear for operating
a vehicle with no insurance, fictitious/altered title/registra-
tion card/tag, driving while license revoked not impaired
revocation, drive/allow motor vehicle with no registration.
A secured bond of $750 was set. 

Cassandra Chey Fox, 23, of Luker Branch, Tuckaseegee,
was charged with littering not more than 15 lbs, possession
of drug paraphernalia, possession of methamphetamine. A
secured bond of $2,500 was set. 

Christian Ryan Sammons, 26, of Toby Bryson Rd., Cul-
lowhee, was charged with fictitious/altered title/registration
card/tag, driving while license revoked not impaired revo-
cation, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession
methamphetamine, maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/place for
a controlled substance, trafficking methamphetamine for
transport, trafficking methamphetamine possessing. A se-
cured bond of $100,000 was set. 

Anthony Mitchell Hurst, 36, of Boyd Olster, Cherokee,
was charged with failure to appear for driving while license
revoked not impaired revocation, simple possession of a
schedule V controlled substance, simple possession of a
schedule IV controlled substance, possession of a controlled
substance on prison/jail premises. A secured bond of $500
was set. 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR CHURCH 
HAPPENINGS

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. Meetings are held on Tuesday, 7:30 a.m.,
and Thursday, 12 noon at St. Agnes Episcopal Church, 66 Church St.;
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m., and Sunday at 11 a.m., at
First United Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.;
Thursday, 7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216 Roller Mill Rd.;
Saturday, 10 a.m., Asbury Methodist Church in Otto. For more infor-
mation or to speak with a member of A. A., call (828)349-4357 or visit
our website www.aawnc80.org. 

Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin will meet Thursday, January 30,
6:30 p.m., at First Christian Church, 156 Belleview Park Rd. A program
about collecting in Western North Carolina will be presented.

Porter Street Temporary Road Closure and Detour will begin on
Thursday, Jan. 30. Porter St. will be closed to all through traffic from the
intersection of Porter St. and Wayah St. to the intersection of Porter St.
and Hillcrest Circle. The closure to all through traffic on this section of
Porter St. is necessary in order to construct the new round-a-bout at
the intersection of Wayah St. and US441 Business and Porter St. The
detour routes for local traffic south bound will be Wayah St./US441
South for 0.3 miles then turn left on Hillcrest Ave. Road closure barri-
cades will be placed on Porter St. at the intersection of Wayah St. and
Porter St. and also at the intersection of Hillcrest Circle and Porter St.
Anticipated re-opening of Porter St. no later than Aug. 24, 2020. For
more information, call (828)321-5061.

High Mountain Squares  "Westward Ho! Dance,” will be held on Fri-
day, Jan. 31, from 6:15 to 8:45 p.m. at the Robert C Carpenter Com-
munity Building, 441S. Ricky Simpson from Carnesville, Ga., will be the
caller. Mike and Debbie will be doing Rounds and Lines. Western-style
square dancing, main/stream and plus levels. Classes start on Feb. 3.
Everyone is welcome to attend. For more information, call (828)787-
2324, (828)332-0001, (727)599-1440, (706)746-5426 or Check us out
on Facebook.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 4-mile hike on Saturday,
Feb. 1, to Siler Bald on the Appalachian Trail, elevation change 700 ft.,
for 360 degree views of Wayah Bald, Winesprings and a glimpse of
Nantahala Lake. Meet at Westgate Plaza at 10 am, drive 24 miles
round trip.  Call leader Robert Barnable, 369-1565, for reservations.
Visitors welcome. 

Arduino Club will meet on Saturday, Feb.1, from 1-5 p.m., at the
Macon County Library. Stop by during this time to make a robot or mo-
torized game.  For more information, email jjurban55@gmail.com.

The Franklin Club will hold its monthly meeting/luncheon at 11 a.m.
on Monday, Feb. 3,  at Fat Buddies BBQ in the Westgate Plaze.  Vis-
itors are welcome.  Call Jeanne Vaughters (828)369-2590 if you plan
to attend.  Joe Deal, Extension Agent for Agriculture, Livestock. Forage
and Pasture will present the program.

Marine Corps League will hold its monthly meeting at The American Le-
gion  Auxiliary Building on Monday, Feb. 3, at 6:30 p.m.  All Marines, for-
mer Marines, Navy Corpsmen and Chaplains are invited to attend.

Tuckaseigee River Chapter #373 of Trout Unlimited will meet on
Tuesday, Feb. 4,  dinner is at 6:30 p.m., at the United Community Bank
1640 E. Main Street in Sylva. Justin N. Murdock Associate Professor De-
partment of Biology at Tennessee Tech University will discuss  Didymo, a
single-cell alga (a diatom) that come form thick blooms in streams and
completely cover stream bottoms. The raffle this month will be for a $100
gift certificate from Rivers Edge.

Democratic Women of Macon County and the Macon County Dem-
ocratic Men’s Club will host a Town Hall event for Congressional candi-
date Steve Woodsmall on Wednesday February 5 at 6 pm at the
Carpenter Building located at 1288 Georgia Road in Franklin. This event
is open to the public.

Bird Walk at Lake Junaluska will be held on Thursday, Feb. 6. John and
Cathy Sill will lead a trip to look for wintering water birds and other species.
They will circle the lake by car with stops to get better views of this mag-
net for wintering birds.  Meet at Bi-Lo parking at 8 a.m. to carpool. For
more information, or to sign up at (828)524-5234.

Democratic Women of Macon County are hosting The Whistle Stop
Tour 2020, on Saturday, Feb. 8 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Carpenter Com-
munity Building. Democratic and unaffiliated voters are invited to meet
and greet candidates. Refreshments will be served.

2020 Relay for Life Committee invites everyone who would like to be a
part of the committee this year to attend the first meeting  on Tuesday,
Feb. 11, 6 p.m., in the Depot Room at the Factory, located at 1024 Geor-
gia Rd. For more information, call Tony Young at (828)399-9560.

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Chapter 15-8 Meeting will
be held on  Feb. 22,  9:30 a.m., at Grandpa Charlie’s Country Cooking in
Andrews. If you know a veteran in need, or would like information about
joining CVMA, call (828)276-3471 or email cvmanc15.8@gmail.com.

CarePartners Hospice Support Groups for anyone who has lost loved
ones. Facilitated by the Bereavement Staff of CarePartners Hospice, the
Women’s Support Groups meet the third Wednesday of the month at
11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.; the Men’s Support Groups meet the second Mon-
day of the month at 11:30 a.m., at the Sunset Restaurant on Harrison
Ave. CarePartners Home Care and Hospice is located at 170 Church St.
For more information, call (828)369-4206.

Serving Spoon Serves a Hot Meal on Thursday, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the
Town’s Jaycee Building except on Thanksgiving. 

NC Mountain Made at 36 E Main Street, and Charity’s Hair Studio,
493 Highlands Road, are collecting nonperishable food items for CareNet.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services. Mileage
will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County Interfaith Coalition will be hosting an interfaith event
of Love Stories from six different faiths, how they impact our re-
spective faith groups with questions from the audience. One Heart
Choir will be performing. This potluck dinner event will be held on
Thursday, Feb. 13,  at 6:30 p.m., at Tartan Hall, First Presbyterian
Church in Franklin.

All Saints Episcopal Church holds Rite I Service every Sunday,  8
a.m., at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St.; Rite II Service at 10:15
a.m. with music at St. Agnes Chapel every first and third Sunday;
and at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd., every second and
fourth Sunday. For service times on fifth Sundays, visit www.all-
saintsfranklin.org or call the church office at (828)524-4910.

Bethesda Baptist Church Sunday morning service 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day evening 5 p.m. Direction are North Jones Creek Rd. to Giles
Holler Rd., then turn left. For more information, call (828)524-2454.

Ridge Crest Baptist Church services are held on Sunday School
begins at 10 a.m., Sunday morning worship service at 11 a.m., Sun-
day evening worship service 6 p.m. Listen live on WNCC 104.1 FM
Radio. Wednesday evening Bible study 6:30 p.m.  The church is lo-
cated on 441N., at 206 Ridgecrest Baptist Church Rd. Rev. Guy Du-
vall, pastor (828)369-6252.

Community Bible Church of Sky Valley service times are 9 a.m.
Sunday morning and small Revisit group meetings Tuesday evenings
at 5:30 p.m. The church is located at 696 Sky Valley Way #11, Sky
Valley, Ga. Phone (706)746-3144. Gary Hewins, pastor.

Newman Chapel Weekly Services are Sunday School 10 a.m., Sun-
day service 11 a.m., Sunday night 6 p.m. and Wednesday night 7
p.m. The pastor is Rev. Dennis Ledford. The church is located on
Mulberry Rd. in Otto. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church Service times are Sunday School 10
a.m., Sunday morning service 11 a.m., Sunday night service 6 p.m.,
Wednesday night prayer meeting 7 p.m. The church  is located at
129 Emmanuel Rd. For more information, contact (828)524-3214.

House of Hope Church of God service times are Sunday School 10
a.m., Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m., Sunday evening services
first and second Sundays are 6 p.m., third Sunday youth service 6:30
p.m. no fourth Sunday services. Bible school classes Wednesday 7
p.m.  The church is located at 1111 Tessentee Rd. in Franklin. For
more information, contact Pastor Greg Bartram (828)524-5361.
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https://www.facebook.com/thetableco/
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Franklin celebrates Burns Night

The Taste of Scotland Society hosted its 24th annual Burns
Night celebration this past Saturday at Tartan Hall of the First
Presbyterian Church with all the traditional trappings the event
is known for. From the Ceremony of the Haggis, the traditional
Scottish meal, the toasts and concluding with “Auld Lang
Syne,” guests were treated to an authentic Burns Night cele-
brated worldwide on or near the day of the birth of the national
poet of Scotland, Robert Burns.                                     Photos by 

Ellen Randall

LOST 1/19/20     BUCK CREEK RD.

828-421-2264     REWARD

VAIL
Rocking Recliner

$349

Macon Furniture Mart
560 Depot Street, Franklin, NC 28734

www.MaconFurnitureMart.com • 828.369.8296

Limited quantities
while supplies last

Millie’s
UUSSEEDD BBOOOOKK SSTTOORREE

1781 Georgia Rd., Franklin, NC • (828)369-9059
OOppeenn::  TTuueess––FFrrii  1100––55;; SSaatt  1100––22;;  CClloosseedd SSuunn && MMoonn

Story Time with Miss Liz -
2nd & 4th Wednesdays @ 11am

Fairy Grandmother Storytime Feb. 8 @ 11am

CChheerrookkeeee--PPlluuss
Buy & Sell Coins, Scrap Gold & Silver
Estate Sales House calls by appointment

Doug: 262-488-3374 / 828-524-5084
John: 828-421-2461 / 828-349-9813
337 Dowdle Mtn. Rd. • Franklin, NC

• Replacement Windows
• Storm Windows
• Under Deck Roof Systems
• Mobile Home Roof Over
• Screen Rooms

• Sun & Vinyl Rooms
• Patios
• Awnings
• Carports
• Retractable Awnings
• Retractable Screens

Install yourself, or professional
installation available

(828) 524-8074 | 3791 Highlands Rd. • Franklin, NC

(828) 524-0280 • 10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC  28763
Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5:30pm

BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Make sure to visit both of our buildings!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600

whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Kendyle, Little Miss Tartan,
with grandparents Tammy and Reggie Holland

Parade of the flags

Lloyd Swift, Sword Bearer Merrilee Bordeaux Jacobites by Name

https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.facebook.com/WhistleStopDepotNC/
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EATINGOUT
YOUR GUIDE TO

AREA DINING

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

882288..336699..99999999Deliv
y

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm
Closed Sun

263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

$2 OFF WITH MENTION OF THIS AD

Bella Vista Square

313 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

828-369-6670 • Luciosnc.com

Authentic Italian/Continental Cuisine

Open for Dinner Wed–Sat, 5pm-’Til

Dinner Specials
WWeedd. aanndd TThhuurrss.

2 Entrées
only $24.50

Choose two entrées from a
select menu with unlimited

salad & garlic rolls.

FFrrii. aanndd SSaatt.
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr

Chef’s Special

((882288)) 663344--11997744 •• rriizzzzoossbbiissttrroo..ccoomm
91 Georgia Rd. • Franklin, NC

Winter Hours Tue.-Sat. 11-3 • Sun. 10-2

Featuring Breakfast Items 
& Gourmet Entrees

by Chef Barbara Rizzo

SUNDAY
BRUNCH BUFFET

10AM - 2PM

SUNDAY
BRUNCH BUFFET

Winner of ‘BEST DESSERT’ in Macon
County for the last Four Years

Arthur Hayes presents “Address to a Haggis”

Audubon director to speak at bird club meeting
Curtis Smalling will present “Important Bird Areas of North Carolina”

at the Franklin Bird Club meeting Monday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m., at the Macon
County Public LIbrary.

Smalling will give an overview of the Important Bird Area Program, its
history, status, and how the network of places is used for conservation
planning and bird protection, with a special emphasis on IBAs in the
western part of the state. He will discuss ways to help through commu-
nity science and advocacy as well as how the new forest plan revision
for the Nantahala and Pisgah National Forest affect important bird areas.

Smalling is the director of Conservation for Audubon North Carolina
and has worked with Audubon since 2000, where he began his career
conducting Golden-winged Warbler surveys. A graduate of Appalachian
State University, he has overseen the Important Bird Areas Program for
Audubon N.C. since 2005.  He has been a primary researcher on sev-
eral species including Golden-winged Warbler, Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker, and Wood Thrush.  He serves on numerous committees and
working groups including the Golden-winged Warbler Working Group,
International Wood Thrush Conservation Alliance, N.C. Black Rail Work-
ing Group, and was recently named to chair the avian committee of the
N.C. Scientific Council.

He resides in Boone with Mary, his wife of 38 years. They have three
children and three grandchildren. For more inforamtion, visit franklin-
birdclub.com  or call (828)524-5234.

Take a stroll during the full snow moon
Explore the winter forest under the light of the Full Snow Moon on

Saturday, Feb. 8, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Highlands Botanical Garden.
The second full moon of the year is named after the heavy snowfall
common in February, and the Botanical Garden is opening up to allow
the public to explore the grounds under its light. Bundle up and bring
your flashlight to wander through the garden on this one night only.
After your stroll, join them for hot drinks and warm up by the fire in the
Meadow by the Valentine House, 888 Horse Cove Rd. All are wel-
come to participate in this free event. 

In the event of rain or severe weather, the event will be held on
Friday, Feb. 14. The Highlands Botanical Garden is part of the High-
lands Biological Station, a multi-campus center of Western Carolina
University. For more information, call (828) 526-2623.

Michael Waters, Piper

Martha Ammons, chef Bob and Lana Cantrell Johnston

https://www.facebook.com/WhistleStopDepotNC/
http://www.Luciosnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/bakeryfranklin/
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Buffalo food found growing in the backyard
Dr. Bob Gilbert – Columnist

Last May I spotted close to
the house a small shrub about
eight feet tall with unusual
flower spikes that I did not rec-
ognize. I was quite surprised as
I thought I was familiar with
most everything close by.  Off
and on I kept checking it
throughout the summer and
stayed puzzled.  Wildlife pho-
tographer Karen Lawrence
helped solve the mystery when
I noticed this fall small pear shape fruits which made it easy to
solve the puzzle - Buffalo Nut.  This unique species is found
only in the Appalachian Mountains, from Pennsylvania to Al-
abama.  Its scientific name is Pyrularia (pyr-roo-lar-ee-eh) pu-
bera. It is the only genus in the western hemisphere. Pyrus is
the genes of pears which the Buffalo Nut fruit resembles.  Its
apple-green leaves are fuzzy or pubescent underneath.  It can
get as tall as 14 feet.  The inconspicuous small greenish yellow
flowers are found on
branch tips. The shrub
is dioecious meaning
the male and female
plants are separate.
The prefix “di”
means two.  The fe-
male blooms are on
1-inch spikes and the
male blooms are 2-
inch similar spikes
both occurring late
spring.

Buffalo Nut is a
parasite.  It is one of
40,000 species of par-
asitic flowering
plants.  Its roots have
the ability to penetrate
roots of neighboring
trees by root struc-
tures called haustoria.
They locate, surround
and penetrate a root
of a host tree or shrub
or branch as in the
case of mistletoe.
Buffalo Nut has the
ability to produce its
own food by photo-
synthesis thus it is
technically classified as hemi-parasitic.  Its parasitic habits do
not make it all bad.  Plant parasites are important in our eco-
system by keeping certain species from becoming too domi-

nate.   So far at my place I have only found
one plant so I am not worried about losing
important trees.  But there has to be a male
plant hiding close by.  There are certainly
even more but I have not found them yet.

There are seeds in the pear-shaped oily
fruit. When germination starts, a tap-root
emerges that has lateral branching root struc-
tures that travel underground searching for a
host. Once connected, the haustoria starts
stealing water and nutrients.

The fruits are poisonous if consumed in
large quantities.   However, bison and elk can
tolerate the fruit.  It has many names such as
Buffalo Nut, Elk Nut, Oil Nut, Mother-in-
Law Nut, Rabbit wood, Mountain Coconut,
Crazy Nut and Cherokee Salve so named to
treat sores.  The Cherokee also call it Colic
Ball, chewing its seeds causes vomiting
which helps with colic.

Our forests here are unique and full of surprises with lots of
things to learn.  It is fun getting to know your own habitat and
to learn what you are living with.  We have here in Franklin an
informal organization called the Southern Appalachian Plant
Society-NC, GA or SAPS.  They led small group botanical
field trips throughout the year.  The sessions are very inexpen-
sive.  Check them out on line.  I can promise you will have fun,
meet new people and learn something.
htps://sa[sncga.blogspot.com  

Who knows with our expanding Elk population you might
find one on your property looking for Elk Nuts as happened to
a friend who lives in the Cat Creek area.  She looked out of her
kitchen widow to find an Elk.  We live in a magical place.

Dr. Bob Gilbert, now living in Franklin is co-founder of
Smith Gilbert Gardens in Kennesaw, Ga.

Karen Lawrence is a professional botanical and wildlife
photographer from Franklin.

Dr. Bob Gilbert

Buffalo Nut Bloom
Photos by Karen Lawrence

Buffalo Nut nut

Jerry Thomas Corleone
Jerry Thomas Corleone, 77, of Highlands, N.C., passed away

Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.
He was born in Summit, N.J., to the late Thomas and Elsie De-

roche Cook.  He was bartender at Highlands Country Club for 25
years; he enjoyed meeting and talking to people and gardening.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the
Highlands Country Club Scholarship Fund.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made at maconfuneralhome.com

Joseph B. Moses
Joseph B. Moses, 84, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Lorenz T.
Moses and Edna Bowman
Moses.  In addition to his parents
he was preceded in death by two
brothers, Edgar and Harry, and
two sisters, Hazel Stamey and
Virginia Corbin. 

He was a US Air Force veteran
and was a retired real estate agent.

He is survived by a sister,
Melba Huggins; several nieces
and nephews and his Franklin
House family.

A private service will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Macon

County CareNet, 130 Bidwell Street, Franklin, NC  28734.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.

Joseph B. Moses

Ruth Lucille Rice
Ruth Lucille Rice, 78, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away Fri-
day, Jan. 24, 2020. She was born
July 27, 1941, in Des Moines,
Iowa, to the late Cecil Burt Haus
and Ruth Simerson Haus. She pre-
viously worked as a machine op-
erator at Caterpillar.  She was a
member of Windy Gap Baptist
Church.

She is survived by her two
daughters, Susan Deetz of
Franklin and Jeanna Morgan
(Ken) of Franklin; one son, Paul
Rice Jr. and his fiancé, Kimberly
Barker of Knoxville, Tenn.; six
grandchildren, Jonathan Lequire, Nathan Morgan, Aaron Rice,
Marina Morgan, Angela Deetz, and Alexandra Arnold; four great
grandchildren, Alivia Rice, Emma Rice, Justin Talley and Xavier
Lequire; three sisters, Judy Smith, Sharon Farrell (Bruce), and
Joan Ray; two brothers, Sam Haus and Larry Haus. In addition to
her parents, she is preceded in death by her husband, Paul Rice
Sr.; two sisters and eight brothers. 

A funeral service was held Monday, Jan. 27, at Windy Gap Bap-
tist Church with Rev. Greg Rogers and Rev. Mark Bishop offici-
ating. Burial followed in the Moore-Welch Cemetery.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Rice
family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryantgrantfu-
neralhome.com.

Ruth Lucille Rice

https://www.facebook.com/The-Flower-Company-119378344908515/
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Jonathan Harold Ball
Jonathan Harold Ball, 81, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away Mon-
day, Jan. 20, 2020.

Born in Glouster, England, he
was the son of the late Harold Ball
and Irene Hadley Ball.  He gradu-
ated from Buffalo Bible and
Houghten College and served as
pastor and missionary for over 27
years.   He was a member of First
Alliance Church. 

He is survived by his wife of 61½
years, Arlene Ball; two daughters,
Kathy Wolfe (Steve) and Kristina
Loughborough; son, Jeff Ball; eight
grandchildren, Lorie Rosseau
(Brian), Lindsey Ile (Cris), Scott Wolfe (Sarah Elizabeth), Joshua
Loughborough, Kari Morgan (Austin), Jordan Loughborough,
Kyla Ball and Jenna Ball; and four great grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, Feb. 22, at 4 p.m., at
First Alliance Church.  Pastor Scott Eichelberger will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in John’s memory to,
First Alliance Church, 31 Promise Lane, Franklin, NC  28734.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Jonathan Harold Ball

Joy Lewis Cummings
Joy Lewis Cummings, 83 of Franklin, N.C., passed away Thurs-

day, Jan. 23, 2020.
Born in Phenix City, Ala., she was the daughter of the late John

Lewis and Edna Williamson Lewis. In addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by her husband, Gilbert J. Cummings.

She retired from Harcar Window Company where she worked as
the Branch Manager. She had a heart for special needs children and
volunteered for the special needs unit of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. She also volunteered for Care Partners Hospice.

She is survived by three children, Melissa Mossbarger (Tom) of
Franklin, David B. Walker and Jacob J. Walker (Mary) both of
Florida; a brother, David Lewis (Joan) of Franklin; eight grand-
children, four great-grandchildren and several nieces and
nephews.  

A private service will be held at a later date.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Roy Pinkney Crisp
Roy Pinkney Crisp, 94, went to

be with his Lord and Savior on
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2020. He was
born in Macon County, North Car-
olina on Jan. 5, 1926, to the late
George Franklin Crisp and Emma
Corbin Crisp. He was of the Bap-
tist faith and a member of Holly
Springs Baptist Church. He was an
iron worker in the construction
business. He served in the U.S.
Army. He was an avid gardener,
farmer and loved raising honey
bees to make his own honey. 

Survivors include his two
daughters, Anne Westbrook of
Granite Quarry, N.C., and Barbara Spry (Jim) of Cooleemee,
N.C.; three sons, Charles Crisp (Barbara) of Liberty, S.C., Roy
Crisp (Jessica) of Franklin, N.C., and Tony Crisp (Carole) of
Franklin; 17 grandchildren; 36 great grandchildren; and 17 great-
great grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his wife of 71
years, Dorothy Allen Crisp; five sisters, Ila Mae Sorrells, Marie
Corbin, Helen Taylor, Edith Kell, and Ethel Shaver; two broth-
ers, Frank Crisp and Grady Crisp; a grandson David Crisp; and a
great-grandson Noah Crisp; son-in-law Joe Westbrook and daugh-
ter-in-law Betty F. Crisp. 

A funeral service was held Saturday, Jan. 25, in the Chapel of
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with the Rev. Bud Haire, Rev. Brent
Spry and Rev. Chad Campbell officiating. Burial was at Jennings
Cemetery (Holly Springs Baptist Church). Pallbearers were Wes-
ley Morrow, Cody Crisp, Roy Crisp, II, Daniel Crisp, Dustin
Crisp, Dillon Tate and Ricky Woods. 

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the
Crisp family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Roy Crisp

Joan B. Snow
Joan B. Snow, 86, of New Smyrna

Beach, Fla., and Franklin, N.C.,
passed away Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.  

Born Nov. 17, 1933, in Stamford,
Conn., to Gladys and Ernest Bisail-
lon.  She was one of five children,
brothers Ernest (deceased), Maurice
(deceased), sisters Patricia and
Sharon.  

She moved to New Smyrna Beach
in 1974.  She worked for Volusia
County government for a number of
years, before purchasing Indigo
Blues, a local women’s clothing bou-
tique.  

She was a member of Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church.
She was an avid golfer, a grand master bridge player and an ac-
complished artist.  She loved her home in the mountains and was
actively involved in golf and bridge in Franklin as well.  

She is survived by her four children, Cherise Gasper (John) Lex-
ington, Ky., Bob Simonelli (Alecia) New Smyrna Beach, Suzette
Jones (Todd) Lakeland, Fla., and Denise DeLuca, Lakeland; nine
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  

She will be missed by all who knew and loved her.  
A memorial gathering took place Saturday, Jan. 25, at Settle-

Wilder Chapel in New Smyrna Beach.
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to Vitas Hospice

Healthcare, 114 Canal St, Unit 100, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168.    
Condolences at www.settlewilderfuneralhome.com.

Mae Belle Guffey Bates
Mae Belle Guffey Bates, 83, of

Franklin, N.C., entered into her
Heavenly home Saturday, Jan. 25,
2020.

A daughter of the late Charlie
and Annie Mae Guffey. She was
preceded in death by her husband,
George Bailey Bates who died in
2000; two sons, Mitchell and
Michael Bates; two sisters, Annie
Sue Friemuth and Bonnie
Harkins. She was a long time em-
ployee of Grandview Manor,
loved her children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren, garden-
ing, and canning, going to church
and reading her Bible. 

Survivors include her children, Richard, Kathy Dills, Sarah
Bryson and Shawn all of Franklin and Sherri Boshears of Toccoa,
Ga.; her sisters, Florence Robbins, Carol Gibson and Ruthann
Bockholt; and one brother, TJ Guffey all of Franklin; 13 grand-
children; six great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Funeral service was held Wednesday, Jan. 29, at Tellico Baptist
Church. Rev. Charlie Anderson officiated. Burial was in the church
cemetery.

Pallbearers were Ronnie Queen Jr. Ramey, Justin Lovett, Bobby
Boshears, Michael Dills, Lee Bates, Avery Brendle and Doug
Bryson. Honorary pallbearers will be Gabe Henry, Luke Henry
and Aaron Bryson.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Tellico
Baptist Church Cemetery Fund, C/O Marshall and Doris
Lovedahl, 405 Tellico Road, Franklin.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Mae Belle Guffey Bates

Linda Faye Curry Haire
Linda Faye Curry Haire, 68,

passed away Friday, Jan. 24, 2020,
in Atlanta, Ga. She was born June
24, 1951, in Rockingham County,
North Carolina, to the late
Clarence Jackson Curry and Nora
Estella Williams Curry. She
worked and retired from the retail
industry and was a member of the
Lula Worship Center in Lula, Ga.
She was a Sunday School teacher
and she also served as a pastor’s
wife. She loved watching “I Love
Lucy” and “Andy Griffith Show.”
Most of all she had a deep love for
God and her family. She loved
music and sang in many music groups through the years. 

Survivors include her husband, Bennie Haire; a daughter, An-
gela McLean (Greg) of Franklin, N.C.; two step-daughters, Teresa
Haire of Orlando, Fla., and Stephanie Bryson of Franklin; two
grandchildren, Jessica Scott and MaKayla McLean; seven step-
grandchildren, Brittany Smith, Alexis Simmonds, Chad Wilson,
Damien Bryson, Braeden Bryson, Alyssa Abel, and Valerie Abel; a
great-grandchild, Kaisin Stepp; and a sister, Mona Cameron (Paul)
of Knoxville, Tenn.  

She was preceded in death by a brother, Neal Curry and her par-
ents.

A Celebration of Life Service was held Wednesday, Jan. 29, in
the Chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home with Rev. Terry Bum-
gardner, Rev. Bud Haire, and Rev. Paul Cameron officiating. Bur-
ial followed in the Addington Cemetery. Pallbearers were Greg
McLean, Jeff Boyatt, Josh Flynn, Mike Hanshaw, Zack Phillips,
and Kaylin Frame. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com. Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving
the Haire family.

Linda Faye Curry Haire

NOW IN OUR 32ND YEAR
LADIES & CHILDREN’S CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10am–6pm , Sat. 10am–3pm

107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

“Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face,
and hear the Voice, of the Promised One.”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH
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CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Joan B. Snow

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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ED’S METAL ROOFING
ROOFS REPAIRS CONSTRUCTION

Offering continued care for your house

Lifetime warranties on all new metal roofs
Serving Macon County and surrounding areas

Call for Free Estimate
828.524.9637

Curtis TV, Inc.
Sales & Installation

644 West Palmer St.,
Franklin, NC

828-524-4484 (828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

The review was clearly evident on Matt DiBenedetto’s face
and in his voice. After only one morning testing a NASCAR
Xfinity Series car for the first time on one of Indianapolis
Motor Speedway’s road courses, DiBenedetto’s reaction said
it all.

“It’s been fun,’’ DiBenedetto said during a break from the
test last wednesday morning, adding, “I’m already jealous of
these [NASCAR] Xfinity [Series] guys, just how cool the
race is going to be and how good of a show it’s going to put
on.’’

Last week, Indianapolis Motor Speedway’s new owner,
Roger Penske, announced – in conjunction with NASCAR –
that this season’s July 4 Xfinity Series race at the famed fa-
cility would be run on its road course instead of the tradi-
tional 2.5-mile oval that will host a NASCAR Cup Series race
the following the day.

And DiBenedetto, who moves to the famed wood Broth-
ers No. 21 Ford for the 2020 Cup Series season, was chosen
to test the two Indianapolis road courses as NASCAR de-
cides which will be the best option for the summer race.
There are varying layouts with one course featuring 12 turns
and the other including 14 turns.

“There’s high speed stuff,’’ DiBenedetto said. “There’s low
speed stuff. So, it’s pretty much everything we could ask for
from a competitor’s standpoint for race-ability.

“Also, the little chicane back there coming on the straight-
away is really technical. I’m still figuring out my approach to
that. There’s a lot of different elements to the racetrack that
makes it exciting.’’

As part of the testing agreement, DiBenedetto is not al-
lowed to compete in the Indianapolis Xfinity Series race, but
that didn’t temper his enthusiasm for what to expect,
whichever road course NASCAR decides to use. It was hard
to see an early favorite based upon his or NASCAR Xfinity
Series Managing Director wayne Auton’s comments and re-
actions wednesday.

“we’re working on a lot, as Matt alluded to, on the 14-turn,
the 12-turn course and we’ll take all the data back with us to
the NASCAR R&D Center in Concord, North Carolina and
evaluate all of it and then make an announcement here pretty
soon which course we’ll run,’’ Auton said.

“Matt’s done a great job and I think his heart rate got up a
little bit there on the 12-turn course going into one,’’ Auton
continued with a smile. “You can’t say enough about Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway and Roger Penske’s idea of get-
ting the NASCAR Xfinity Series cars on the road course and
[Indianapolis Motor Speedway President] Doug Boles, what
a job his whole staff has done here at Indy to accommodate
us here today so we can get great data for the team.’’

Auton credited Goodyear for the tires it brought to the In-
dianapolis test session – tires used at multiple other road
courses in the Xfinity Series from Road America and Mid-
Ohio to the Charlotte ROVAL. He reminded that this week’s

Road course test showcases
excitement to come for Xfinity

for successful races at various tracks across North America. 
“Our relationship with Mack Trucks continues to deliver

a transportation solution that plays an integral role in our suc-
cess every weekend,” said elton Sawyer, vice president, of-
ficiating and technical inspection, NASCAR. “with their
partnership, we have developed a customized fleet of
NASCAR trucks that has simplified our transportation lo-
gistics and in turn, help us remain focused on our events.”

Mack Trucks utilizes the partnership to engage customers
across the country with a variety of activations across the
sport. Most recently, a Mack Anthem wrapped in a custom-
designed, military-themed scheme was front and center dur-
ing last year’s NASCAR Salutes Refreshed by Coca-Cola®
– an industry-wide expression of respect, appreciation and
reverence for those who have served the nation both past and
present.

Four different design concepts for the wrap were shared on
social media where fans could vote for their favorite scheme.
The winning design, which featured all five branches of the
U.S. Armed Forces, earned nearly 40 percent of the vote.

The popular NASCAR Salutes Mack Anthem paint
scheme will return for its third installment in the 2020 sea-
son, and once again, fans will be given the opportunity to
choose the design for the NASCAR Cup Series rig. 

The 2020 NASCAR Cup Series season will commence
Thursday, Feb. 13 with the Bluegreen Vacations Duels airing
on FS1, MRN and SiriusXM at 7 p.m. 

test will be very helpful to Goodyear in making its tire rec-
ommendations as well.

Both DiBenedetto and Auton were impressed with the
early runs and eager to see what this new venue will present
to the Xfinity Series drivers, who compete on more road
courses (now five) than any other of NASCAR’s three na-
tional series.

“Technicality of the driver inside the race car is going to
make a huge difference,’’ Auton said. “whether you can get
through [turns] five or six and out-brake somebody getting
into [turn] seven or either get off of [turns] 12, 13, 14 and get
down the frontstretch and out-brake somebody going into
one. That’s probably, from what we’ve seen so far with Matt’s
input, that will be two areas that really you’ll see a lot of pass-
ing at.

“Now I can tell you, those drivers manning these Xfinity
cars, they don’t mind rubbing a little bit. we’ll see how they
hold up here at Indy.’’

NASCAR and Mack Trucks announce multi-year extension
DAYTONA BeACH, Fla. – As the 2020 season rolls into

view and the industry prepares to hit the open roads,
NASCAR and Mack Trucks has announced a multi-year ex-
tension that continues its designation as the “Official Hauler
of NASCAR.”

For nearly five-years, NASCAR has logged approximately
450,000 miles annually with Mack trucks, paving the way

All-Time Top Driver’s Bio

Racing History Racing Trivia
David Pearson won his fi rst 
Cup Series race in 1961. What 
year did he win his last race?

?

Answer : c) Pearson’s last win came at 
Darlington in 1980.

a) 1975 c) 1980
b) 1978 d) 1981

   

This Week’s Racing News
Defending NASCAR Cup champion Kyle Busch fi nished 
26th overall in the Rolex 24 at Daytona
Kyle Busch left Daytona International Speedway without a new 
Rolex watch Sunday but the 2019 NASCAR Cup champion said 
he “absolutely” had fun in his debut in the Rolex 24 At Daytona. 

“We had a lot of fun,” Busch said. “I enjoyed it.” Problems with a brake caliper 
and a lengthy brake change Sunday put the AIM Vasser Sullivan team several 
laps down and out of contention for the win, but Busch was able to fi nish the 
race. He drove the team’s No. 14 Lexus RC F GT3 over the fi nish line in 26th 
position overall and ninth in the 18-car GTD class, eight laps behind the class 
leader. The two-time NASCAR Cup Series champion said it’s “too soon to say” 
whether he’ll return for another go at the Rolex 24. The racing veteran has won 
205 races in NASCAR’s top three series over his 17-year career.

January 31, 1960 - CBS television sent a few 
production crew members to Daytona International 
Speedway to televise the pole qualifying and 
compact car races during Speedweeks. The 
Daytona 500 was the fi rst 500-mile auto race to 
be televised live fl ag-to-fl ag on network television 
when CBS aired it in 1979. 

David Pearson

Born: Dec. 22, 1934
Cup wins: 105
Cup top-tens: 366
Cup championships: 3

David Pearson began his NASCAR career in 
1960 and ended his fi rst season by winning 
the 1960 NASCAR Rookie of the Year 
award. He won three championships (1966, 
1968, and 1969). Pearson ended his career 
in 1986, and currently holds the second 
position on NASCAR’s all-time win list with 
105 victories; as well as achieving 113 
pole positions. The National Motor Sports 
Press Association’s Hall of Fame inducted 
Pearson in 1991 and he was inducted in the 
International Motorsports Hall of Fame in 
1993. At his fi nalist nomination for NASCAR 
Hall of Fame’s inaugural 2010 class, 
NASCAR described Pearson as “the model 
of NASCAR effi ciency during his career. 
With little exaggeration, when Pearson 
showed up at a race track, he won.” In 2010, 
Pearson was named to the 2011 class in the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame.
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Racing News, Stats & Trivia

NASCAR NewS
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• DIRT 

(828)349-1449

HAULING

Otto • Dillard
Franklin

• GRAVEL
• MULCH

HHaavvee aa DDrriinnkkiinngg PPrroobblleemm??

WWee ccaann hheellpp..
Contact

Alcoholics Anonymous

828-349-4357

www.aawnc80.org

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

5. *Movie with most 2020
Oscar nominations
6. First cradles
7. *Oscar-winners Gore,
Fonda and Cameron did this
talk, pl.
8. *South Korean black com-
edy thriller
9. Image in an Orthodox
church
10. Soaks in rays
11. The old college one
13. With numerous veins
14. Backless sofa
19. Campaign trail gathering
22. Coach's talk
23. Diminished
24. Open-mouthed
25. Relating to a gene
26. Garbage in, garbage out
27. Primo, on Italian menu
28. What tailor shops do

STATEPOINT CROSS-
WORD

THEME: THE OSCARS

ACROSS
1. Cracked open
5. Protrude
8. *"Once Upon a Time... in
Hollywood" supporting nom-
inee
12. Eggnog time, tradition-
ally
13. Pol request
14. Capital of Senegal
15. *Jo Van Fleet won for her
role in "East of ____"
16. Augmented
17. Shoemaker without
shoes, e.g.
18. Ones full of desire
20. VSCO girl's shoes
21. New Zealand native
22. "The Nutcracker" step
23. Boiled bread product, pl.
26. Guarapo de jagua fruit
30. Edith Wharton's "The
____ of Innocence"
31. "____ 'er ____!"
34. *1935 Best Picture nom-
inee "A ____ of Two Cities"
35. Plant a.k.a. golden but-
tons
37. *Dustin Hoffman was
nominated for role in "____
the Dog"
38. Does like Matryoshka
39. Narrative poem
40. Brunch drink
42. Gumshoe
43. 10-sided polygon
45. Qatar native
47. Greek R
48. "Friends" favorite spot?
50. Fodder holder
52. *Oscar winner for "The
Revenant" and 2020 nomi-
nee
55. Uses a paring knife
56. Twelfth month of Jewish
civil year
57. Whirlpool
59. *The first to refuse his
award, for "Patton"
60. *He was nominated for
"Lost in Translation"
61. Sunburn aid
62. Negative contraction
63. Chi precursor
64. *"The Marriage Story"
nominee

DOWN
1. Reply to a captain
2. *RenÈe Zellweger's role
3. Away from wind
4. Dub again

29. *He won an Oscar for role
in a Scorsese movie
32. *Oscar-winning writer
Julius Epstein to Oscar-win-
ning writer Philip Epstein
33. Ewe's mate
36. *She's nominated in
2020... twice
38. Civil rights org.
40. Jersey call
41. Sudden increase in wind
44. *Whoopi Goldberg scored
an Oscar for this movie
46. *"Phantom ____," 2018
nominee
48. Locomotive hair
49. Round openings
50. Cul de ____, pl.
51. *Meryl Streep won for
"____ Lady"
52. Mortgage, e.g.
53. Not in action

54. Skunk's defense
55. Tire measurement
58. Japanese capital

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

(828) 369-6767 • 26 W. Main Street. • Franklin, NC 28734
TheMaconCountyNews.com

The most affordable,
effective advertising
Nearly 15,000 readers in print & online per week

Cost-effective advertising for small & large businesses

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
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1988 Lake Emory Road,
Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 349-4300

www.duvallautos.com

O
F

FRANKLI
N

EZ FINANCING ON SITE

Leaf Removal
Gutter Guards/Cleaning

Pressure Washing
Aeration Overseeding

Holiday Decor & Light Hanging
Snow Removal

828.332.7425

3195 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC

...is looking for a few good folks
to join our dynamic team!

We have openings for
Licensed Nurses, CNAs,

MDS Nurse, and Dietary Aide.

New pay structure offered
along with a SIGN ON BONUS

for Licensed Nurses and CNAs.
Come check us out.

Apply in person Mon – Fri, 10am – 4pm,
visit maconvalley.com to request more

information, or call Mary Beth
@ 828-524-7806.

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm  •  Sat. 8am- Noon

S A L E S  •  S E R V I C E  •  R E N TA L S  •  PA R T S
MACON RENTAL CO.

EARLY BIRD
SERVICE  SPECIAL

A L L  M A K E S  &  M O D E L S
O F  P O W E R  E Q U I P M E N T

Discounted Annual Service
Prices now thru March 1. 
Beat the Spring Time Rush!

PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-5104,
(828)226-3792.
CNA TRAINED Caregiver, In Home Aid,
Run Errands, Dr. Appointments, Light
Housekeeping. References.  Over 10
Years Experience.  (828)342-3750.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

MATURE LADY with References and
Clean Background Looking for an
Elder Care Live-in Position in a Pri-
vate Home Setting for Another Fe-
male. (470)413-4152.
TILE-TILE-TILE-TILE Floors, Back-
splash, Custom Showers. 38 Years Ex-
perience Call for Free Estimates
(828)369-2209.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service, Get your lawn equipment ready
for Spring.  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

PACKING CLEANING Organizing.
Great References. Mountain Area
Property Services. (828)550-4585.

ALL PHASES OF Remodeling, Trim,
Paint, Decks, Furniture Finishing and
Repair, 30 Years of Experience. Call
(828)421-8639.

PIANO INSTRUCTION Bill Grimmett,
bill@grmt.net (404)641-1801 (text
message,or voice mail). Master of
Music Degree in Piano Pedagogy,
Member Music Teachers National As-
sociation.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat. Mention ad for
January promotion. Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
No Job Too Small. Home (828)349-
9087, Cell (828)371-9754.

C & C PUMPS Well Pump Sales,
Service & Installations. Iron Removal
Filter Systems. Call David Cheek
(828)369-5176.

MELTON’S ROOFING and Gutter
Cleaning. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your Roof and
Gutter Needs.

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

Services

P  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

Services

P  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping LLC.
For all your landscaping design & in-
stallation needs! Fall/Winter
cleanup, lot clearing, driveway re-
pair, grounds maintenance, fire-
wood, retaining walls and more!
Insured Free estimates (828)524-
6959.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

MONITOR & TOYOSTOVE Vented
Heaters Service/Repair, 31 Years Ex-
perience Serving Macon & Jackson
Counties. Leon (828)349-3949. 
CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
ALL AMERICAN TREE Service, Full
Tree Removal, Stump Grinding, Prun-
ing, Storm Cleanup, View Cutting, Ex-
cavating, Bush-Hogging,
Gravel-hauling, Firewood. Fully In-
sured. Free Estimate. (828)506-8480.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience.
(239)860-0117.

HELP WANTED Office Coordinator,
Proficient in Microsoft Office prod-
ucts, QuickBooks and network sys-
tems.  Email a resume to
pastorfpc@frontier.com or mail to
First Presbyterian Church, 26 Church
Street, Franklin, NC 28734.

WANTED OCCASIONAL Repair
Person for Home and Yard Repair
Work.    Call (828)369-2693 Leave
Message.

OLD EDWARDS Hospitality has the
following positions open: Restaurant
Four65:  Part-time servers, full-time
Hostess, AM/PM Sous Chef, Cook
and Utility/Dishwasher needed.  As-
sistant Inn Manager for Half Mile
Farm. Old Edwards:  Front Desk,
Bellmen, Front Desk Supervisors,
Spa attendants & concierge, House-
keepers, Laundry, Experienced
servers & server assistants, Reser-
vationist, Sales Manager ( 2 years re-
sort sales experience). Full-Time
On-Site Graphic Design and Layout
Professional. Graphic Artist Full-time
Temporary. Maintenance Engineer.
Please send resume in pdf format to
pturnbull@oldedwardsinn.com or
apply online at www.olded-
wardsinn.com/careers

HIGHLANDS COVE is Looking for a
Part-time Security Guard/Gate Atten-
dant with Full-time Status in 90 days.
Benefits included. Call (828)526-
9026 to schedule on appointment.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE Now
Hiring: CNA’s and Experienced
Caregivers Needed for in Home
Care. Call (828)524-6444.
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w w w . T h e M a c o n C o u n t y N e w s . c o m

Shelter Wish List
• Cat Litter    • Rice

• Laundry Detergent
• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food

Appalachian Animal 
Rescue Center
(828) 524-4588

P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road
Franklin, NC 28734

https://www.facebook.com/Flowers-Lawn-Care-765935876919503/
https://www.facebook.com/maconcounty.humanesociety/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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(828) 369-2155
976 E. Main St. 

Franklin, NC
Mon.–Fri. 8-5
Since 1997

Complete Auto Repair Shop

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATION’S #1 SPRAYED-IN BED LINER
THE HOMEOF

• Running Boards
• Tonneau Covers

• Ladder
Racks

• Tool Boxes
• Hitches
• Grill Guards

Matt Iannuzzi
Broker/Associate

((882288))337711--88554444
mmttiipprrooppeerrttiieessooffwwnncc@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

RREEAALL EESSTTAATTEE

Just listed! This house is
conveniently located off
Hwy 441 and is close to
shopping centers, strip
malls, restaurants, parks
and recreation which in-
clude tennis courts, a
swimming pool among
other activities! The open
floor plan blends the
kitchen, living room and
dining room. The large
master bedroom is on the
main level.  The stone fire-
place gives the living room a warm and cozy feel. The large windows re-
veal a winter mountain view that could be enhanced in the summer with
some strategic tree removal. Sitting on the deck you would think you
were in the trees.  Another deck off the side of the house provides more
space to enjoy the outdoors. Full basement to expand your living space!
Did I mention this house has a sauna?  265 Silver Spruce Franklin, NC.
MLS# 26014679  $169,900  Call Matt 828-371-8544.

YYOOUURR TTRRUUCCKK
AACCCCEESSSSOORRYY

HHEEAADDQQUUAARRTTEERRSS!!

828-349-4500
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

Custom Wheels & Tires
Lift Kits

Tool Boxes
Tonneau Covers

Winches
Leer Caps

Accessories of Any Kind! 
Come Visit Our Showroom!

In Otto since 1998

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

LOOK NO FURTHER for your new
home than River Park Apartments, 93
Wind Crest Ridge in Dillsboro. De-
signed for the elderly (62 or older),
disabled or handicapped.  Language
assistance available. Energy efficient,
affordable 1 BR apts. Accepting Appli-
cations!   Rental assistance available.
Disability accessible units subject to
availability and need. $25 application
fee; credit/criminal required. Call site
for information (828)631-0124, Office
hours are M-Th 1-3:30 pm. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Professionally
managed by Partnership Property
Management, an equal opportunity
provider, and employer.
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STUDIO APARTMENT Close to town,
$550/monthly, $350 Security Deposit,
Water, Garbage Included.  No Pets.
Non-smoking (828)371-6844.

1BD/1BA SMALL CABIN Big Yard,
Perfect for single or couple. 3 miles
from Town. Woodsy Setting. No
Smoking on Property. $500/monthly,
$500/security. (828)371-6844.

COUNTRY CABIN 1BR/1BA Fur-
nished, W/D, Large Porch, Non-smok-
ing, No Pets,  $675./monthly, Plus
Security (828)369-3337.

UTILITY TRAILER 4’X6’ $250 cash.
Weslo Exercise Bike $50 cash.
(828)524-9825.

ENGLISH SADDLE Girth, Stirrups
$180. Reins, full cheek Waterford $45.
Twin Bed, mattress, boxspring $75. All
Like New. Franklin (828)349-1201.

FRESH GEORGIA PECANS Thurs-
days, 2-4 p.m. In Front of VFW across
from Ace. Limited Papershells Avail-
able.

FARMERS MARKET Winter Season
10am-Noon, every Saturday. Produce,
honey,  trout, artisan breads, pastries,
roasted coffee beans, preserves,
handcrafted soaps, eggs, peonies,
lamb, microgreens.  200 Block East
Palmer.
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow is open Mon.-Sat. 10am to
4pm. Proceeds benefit Victims of Do-
mestic Violence and Sexual Assault in
Macon County. For More Information
call 369-2040.

CARENET THRIFT STORE 45 Macon
Center Dr., Franklin, Hours, Monday
through Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday
9am-1pm. 100% of proceeds benefit
the Mission of CareNet to help bridge
the gap during times of crisis for fami-
lies in Macon County. (828)349-9064.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More! Hours
10am-4pm Mon.-Sat. (828)524-5273.
Hours for the Sylva Re-Store,1315 W.
Main St. are Mon.-Sat., 10am-4pm,
(828)586-1800.

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
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WANTED TO BUY U.S. and Foreign
Coins. Call Dan (828)421-1616. Any
Quantity, Coins Also For Sale.
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SUBSCRIBE!

26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

maconcountynews@gmail.com

Classifieds
Real Estate
Obituaries

Sports 
Dining

12 Months $29.00
6 Months. $16.00
3 Months. $11.00

(includes tax)

(828) 369-6767 • 26 W. Main Street. • Franklin, NC 28734
TheMaconCountyNews.com

The most affordable,
effective advertising
Nearly 15,000 readers in print & online per week

Cost-effective advertising for small & large businesses

maconcountynews@gmail.com

$8.00 20
words
or less

FRANKLIN DAYCARE Contact for
Details. Serious Inquiries Only. All
Others Need Not Inquire. No Confi-
dential Information Will Be Given
Over the Phone. (828)507-9009.
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https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
http://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/


PRE-OWNED VEHICLES
CARS

71 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM

MOTORCYCLES
MILES
3,261
20,600
26,160

MODEL
ROAD KING
SCREAMING EAGLE
ULTRA CLASSIC

MAKE
HARLEY DAVIDSON
HARLEY DAVIDSON
HARLEY DAVIDSON

YEAR
2002
2007
1997

MILES
79,799

MODEL
E-450 Cutaway

MAKE
Ford

YEAR
2006

MILES
27,114
9,016
123,451
97,171
16,113
12,329
118,535
75,216
19,222
85,265
85,081
74,655
110,655
206,231
37,089
11,499
212,774
201,624
24,993
95,516
39,071
36,193
42,189
39,701

MODEL
Camaro
Camaro
Colorado
CORVETTE
Corvette
Cruze
Impala
Malibu
Malibu
Volt
200
Crown Victoria
Fusion
Mazda3
Altima
Maxima
Grand Prix
Aura
Forester
Forester
Legacy
Outback
Corolla
Sentra

MAKE
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
CHEVROLET
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chrysler
Ford
Ford
Mazda
Nissan
Nissan
Pontiac
Saturn
Subaru
Subaru
Subaru
Subaru
Toyota
Nissan

YEAR
2016
2018
2010
1972
2017
2016
2013
2011
2017
2012
2016
1994
2013
2005
2019
2019
2007
2007
2017
2014
2018
2017
2019
2019

VANS
MILES
23,899
40,916
153,093

MODEL
Pacifica
Pacifica
Odyssey

MAKE
Chrysler
Chrysler
Honda

YEAR
2019
2019
2005

SUVS
MILES
82,313
15,585
13,485
166,016
43,424
15,869
70,915
168,822
24,465
18,363
19,524
26,521
39,978
38,106
37,089
43,285
37,229
100,483
13,433
30,865
31,168
33,398
70,872
15,693
45,308
132,742
16,498
14,489
38,511
38,969
24,309
35,408
38,288
38,162
43,054
38,403
41,686
32,712

MODEL
Equinox
Equinox
Equinox
HHR
Suburban
Tahoe
Tahoe
Tahoe
Traverse
Traverse
Traverse
Durango
Journey
Journey
Edge
Expedition Max
Explorer
Explorer
Acadia
Pilot
Santa Fe
QX60
Cherokee
Cherokee
Cherokee
Wrangler
Wrangler JK Unltd.
Wrangler JK Unltd.
Soul
Soul
Sportage
Outlander
Murano
Pathfinder
Rogue
Rogue Sport
RAV4
RAV4

MAKE
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Dodge
Dodge
Dodge
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
GMC
Honda
Hyundai
INFINITI
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Kia
Kia
Kia
Mitsubishi
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
Toyota
Toyota

YEAR
2014
2020
2020
2006
2017
2016
2016
2006
2019
2018
2017
2019
2018
2018
2018
2019
2018
2013
2019
2017
2019
2019
2016
2019
2019
2007
2018
2018
2018
2018
2017
2018
2018
2019
2018
2018
2018
2019

TRUCKS
MILES
40,020
135,042
63,197
136,375
139,498
101,306
149,055
210,299
266,707
190,390
29,399
93,281
54,317
35,396
181,449
25,747
135,306
147,376
21,148
28,131
60,512
45,436

MODEL
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 2500HD
Silverado 2500HD
Silverado 2500HD
Silverado 2500HD
Silverado 3500HD
F-150
F-150
F-150
Ranger
Sierra 1500
Sierra 3500HD
Frontier
Frontier
1500
2500

MAKE
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
GMC
GMC
Nissan
Nissan
RAM
RAM

YEAR
2017
2011
2013
2014
2014
2014
2010
2006
2002
2013
2017
2015
2016
2019
2008
2019
2012
2017
2019
2019
2015
2017

25 PASSENGER BUS

https://WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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