
Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

When the Macon County School Board realized just how
many parents wanted to speak at its board meeting last Mon-
day, a decision was made to hold the meeting at the court-
house in order to accommodate the large crowd.  Just a few
hours before the meeting was to begin, the Health Depart-
ment issued a warning that it would be too dangerous to have
such a large group in one place, so at 1 p.m., on the day of
the meeting, it was moved to a virtual meeting and live
streamed for the public to view. Several folks had not re-
ceived the schedule change and showed up at the courthouse
to find the meeting there was cancelled.  Jim Gaston and
Mike Green were two Macon County residents who wanted
their voices to be heard by the school board. The group was
upset at the last minute change, which did not give them time
to email their letters. The school board had received many
letters from parents and citizens about whether or not mask
wearing should be optional or mandated.  Gaston, father of
two school age children wanted to share his concerns.

He cited various studies conducted over the past year and
a half regarding the questionable efficacy of masks, and to
look closely at the success the country of Sweden has had
by not hitting the panic button and not requiring masks, vac-
cines, and “all the other nonsense that only makes the situa-
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tion worse.”
“Even the CDC in the height of the fear during May 2020

released an extensive study in their Journal of Emerging In-
fectious Diseases stating unequivocally that face masks do
NOT stop the spread of COVID and should not be relied on
to do so.  Furthermore, over 90% of positive cases from last
year reported wearing masks on a regular basis, so  along
with the proven studies, common sense tells us that masks
do not work.  … People contracting these current coron-
aviruses have a 99.8% chance of full recovery, so we need
to stop worrying about case numbers and get back to living
life instead of believing the sky is falling.  

"I am in support of teachers and students having a choice
in their personal well-being for this upcoming school year
and beyond,” said Gaston. “As a father and taxpayer in
Macon County, I strongly appeal to you NOT to mandate
masks in the public school system.  Wearing masks will only
intensify the stress and anxiety teachers already face on a
daily basis.  Forcing students to were masks (which will be
inconsistent at best) would be a totally insane idea that will
cause emotional and psychological harm to these kids.  We
already saw the negative effects of masks last year on stu-
dent's emotional stability, so don't make the same mistake

www.themaconcountynews.com

County fair still a go;
folk festival cancelled

Teresa S. Tabor – Editor

As COVID-19 continues to be a factor in event planning
in Western North Carolina, town and county officials in
Franklin are evaluating what their next plan of action will
be regarding events already in the works.

The Macon County Fair board met on Monday, Aug. 16,
to discuss the possibility of whether or not the county fair
should be held. The consensus was to continue making plans
to hold the fair with the board monitoring the situation as it
occurs. The fair is currently scheduled for Sept. 22 through
25. The fair was cancelled in 2020 but students who had
raised livestock through 4-H and at family farms were per-
mitted to show their animals and were judged on their re-
spective merits. Videos of the students and their livestock
can be viewed on themaconcofair.com website.

Annual Folk Festival
The annual Franklin Area Folk Festival has been cancelled

due to the rising cases of COVID in Macon County. The fes-
tival was slated to be held this Saturday, Aug. 21, at Cowee
School Arts & Heritage Center. Both the health department
and the Cowee School board worked through several sce-
narios in an attempt to modify the event by considering

Macon County escapes Fred with minor flooding
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UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
Antiques and collectables, local gem

stones and cutting, gunsmith cleaning,
knife sharpening, silk flowers, artist

wood creations, holistic remedies,
household goods, rustic furniture. 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 
sold on Saturday. 

We have several store fronts & tables 
available for rent. Come help us grow.

867 Highlands Rd in Franklin
Hours:  Friday and Saturday 8 till 6

Sunday and Thursday 11 till 5
Clean Restrooms.

again.”
More than two dozen letters were read by School Board

Lawyer John Henning which had been submitted via email
before the start of the meeting.  The majority of concerned
parents, teachers, substitutes and residents were against mask
mandates.  Many letters cited the statistics stating masks don't
work and the fact that many children come to class with the
same dirty mask day after day.  Other factors revolved around
the anxiety masks cause children and the fact that not being
able to see facial expressions or to clearly understand what
teachers were saying causes students to shut down and  stop
asking questions.  Danny Moss, a substitute teacher at High-
lands School, spoke about how masks tortured the students.
He stated that throughout the day students were reminded to
pull their mask over their nose, not to touch another student,
keep six feet apart and no socializing.  He reiterated that fact
that students couldn't always understand what a teacher was
saying and so they shut down mentally and physically. 

Not everyone was against mask mandates.  A handful of let-
ters asked to please mandate masks in schools. Most folks tak-
ing this position cited the more contagious Delta variant and
how it affects more young children than did the previous
strain.  Other parents spoke about their child being "high risk"
and implored the board to implement the mask mandates.  Still
others spoke about the fact that children under 12 could not be
vaccinated so they would be at a higher risk of contracting the
Delta variant. 

Representative Madison Cawthorn appeared virtually be-
fore the board and spoke about the bureaucrats in Raleigh who
want to enforce their will on citizens. He stated that he was
representing a group of concerned parents.  He asked to stop
politicizing our children and that the variant is much less lethal
than the flu. He wants to give the power back to school board.
He also stated that we don't answer to the government and
they can't arrest all of us. 

Dr. Baldwin, Macon Schools Superintendent stated that as
of today there are 207 active cases with 18 students and 57
teachers who are in quarantine. If school was to start today
they would need 27 subs. 

Kathy McGaha, Macon County Health Administrator,
spoke to the board about the changes in cases from two weeks
ago.  

"Just last week our positivity rate was at 35% and today it

Continued from page 1
SCHOOL BOARD is at 51%."  She stated that the Delta variant is different than

last year and also different from December.  There is more of
the viral load in patients and more younger people are being
admitted to the hospital.  The protocol is also different this
time.  Teachers who have been exposed to a positive child for
a cumulative total of 15 minutes would have to be quaran-
tined even if they were wearing a mask, if they were unvac-
cinated. 

Board chairman Jim Breedlove stated throughout the meet-
ing that the main focus was to keep children safe.  He said
that some folks had been threatened, which shows how
strongly people feel. He explained that he hoped everyone un-
derstands that we need to vote our conscience.  With that he
asked each board member to tell how they feel regarding the
mask mandate. 

Tommy Cabe was the first to speak. He stated that he had
traveled the country all summer and never wore a mask.
Some members of his family got COVID. He was tested for
COVID in Hawaii and tested positive but 45 minutes later,
after paying $150 to get his nose “poked” again he was neg-
ative.  He stated that he didn't want anyone to die or get sick,
no one died of the flu, where did that go?  He felt that in his
heart he wants to give people the right to decide.

Carol Arnold, long time educator and administrator said she
didn't want to see anyone get sick.  She said that mothers are
looking out for their children and her decision to mandate
masks in school is based on data. She agreed with McGaha. 

Board member Hillary Wilkes said she spoke with dozens

of teachers and faculty members who were on board with
mask mandates. 

"Everyone on the board cares deeply about the students and
teachers,” said Wilkes.  She expressed her incredulity that the
positivity rate jumped 13% in such a short amount of time.
She said if masks will keep kids safe in school she is for the
mandate.

Melissa Evans said that she truly respects everyone. 
“We are a divided country,” she noted.  "We are 50/50.” She

said she was a mother and as a mother she feels, "I would not
put a mask on my child.  If you want to find a reason to put a
mask on a child you will find it, if you want to find a reason
not to, you may find it.”  She went on to say, "I would rather
not be here tonight. As a mother I would not force my child
to wear a mask. Suicide is horrendous and I don't want to be
a part of that. We have options.  Don't cause them to go
through what they went through last year.”  She said she will
not vote for mandatory mask wearing. 

The board took a vote and by a 3-2 margin masks were
mandated for the beginning of school next Monday.
Breedlove reiterated this was a temporary measure and the
board will relook at the statistics next Monday, Aug. 23, at
another called board meeting. A statement released from the
central office on Tuesday provided details regarding when
masks would be required. “Face coverings are required inside
school facilities and school transportation. Face coverings will
not be required outside, or during vigorous physical activity.
The face coverings mandate will be re-evaluated weekly.”

WCU’s strengthens principal program with $4.1m grant
Western Carolina University is a recipient of a recurring

grant from the North Carolina Principal Fellows Program that
will provide $4.1 million over the next six years, the Univer-
sity of North Carolina System recently announced.

The grant will help WCU’s North Carolina School Executive
Leadership Program prepare effective principals to meet the
demands of public education and administration, and to equip
top tier candidates for school leadership who positively affect
student learning in North Carolina.

“These annual recurring grants will be vital for our univer-
sities to help train exceptional candidates to one day become
school principals,” said Andrew Kelly, UNC System senior
vice president of strategy and policy. 

In 2015, the General Assembly established this competitive
grant program to elevate educators in public schools by trans-

forming the preparation of principals across the state. The North
Carolina Principal Fellows Program is currently producing
about 40 percent of the state’s educational leadership demand.

WCU’s North Carolina School Executive Leadership Pro-
gram is recognized statewide for preparing educators to become
school principals who strengthen the quality of educational
leadership in public schools through a unique opportunity of
insight, experience and innovation, said Heidi Von Dohlen,
WCU program director.

“We will use these grant funds to train aspiring school lead-
ers to be equity-oriented and to use improvement science meth-
ods, as they lead positive change to improve the educational
outcomes of historically marginalized students,” she said.

For information, contact Kim Wood, grant coordinator
at woodk@wcu.edu.

http://www.wayah.com
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restrictions and guidelines but came to the
conclusion that implementation and en-
forcement of those restrictions would be dif-
ficult and could possibly compromise the
safety of staff and visitors.  

Former Cowee School Chair Bob McCol-
lum shared that “people may not agree with
the decision to cancel, but hopefully they
will understand why we did what we did.” 

Theresa Ramsey with the Folk Heritage
Associaion of Macon County added, “un-
fortunately, we can’t control the situation,
only how we react to it.”

In looking forward to a time when
COVID is not a concern, the boards expect
to reschedule the 16th Annual Franklin Area
Folk Festival, “A Celebration of Ap-
palachian Heritage” to next August 2022.
Visit FranklinFolkFestival.com for more in-
formation.

Christmas parade
Franklin’s Annual Christmas parade is

still on for this year, although it was touch
and go a few weeks ago when  the chamber
had decided that they could no longer host
the parade. 

The Chamber of Commerce has hosted
the annual Christmas Parade the Sunday
after Thanksgiving for more than two
decades. This year, due to new costs associ-

ated with the event, a decrease in revenues,
and a shortage of volunteers, the Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors had voted
to not hold the parade and asked the town of
Franklin or the Streets of Franklin Heritage
Association to take over the event. 

The Town of Franklin responded that they
were unable to assume the additional ex-
pense that they hadn’t planned for in the
new budget. Plus, with planning and staffing
two nights of Winter Wonderland, it was
deemed too much for the town to take on.

The Streets of Franklin Heritage Associ-
ation originally agreed to take over the
event but after realizing that the cost asso-
ciated with paying police officers to assist
in the parade would be billed to the organi-
zation hosting the parade, they, too, de-
clined. 

At the Aug. 2 Franklin Town Council
meeting, council members voted unani-
mously to allocate $1,200 for overtime pay
for off duty police officers needed for secu-
rity, closing the streets and controlling traf-
fic during and prior to the parade. 

The parade will be held on Sunday, Nov.
28, the Sunday after Thanksgiving, begin-
ning at 3 p.m. on Main Street and continu-
ing to the Highlands Road in East Franklin.
Applications for entries will be available
from the Franklin Chamber & Welcome
Center located at 98 Hyatt Road, Franklin.
Commercial floats are available by contact-
ing Diane at the Chamber at 524-3161.

Mini-roundabout to mitigate school traffic 
A mini-roundabout that will improve

safety and traffic flow opened this week in
Macon County before two nearby schools
return to class on Aug. 23. 

N.C. Department of Transportation safety
officials determined a mini-roundabout at
the intersection of Wells Grove Road and
Bellview/Clark’s Chapel Road would best
serve the drivers for school pickup and drop-
off times at Mountain View Intermediate
School and Macon County
Middle School. The safety
benefits of the traffic-calm-
ing structure will also bene-
fit the general public.

The school system asked
NCDOT to evaluate options
for how best to improve the
operation and safety of the
intersection. 

“This small project should
provide big dividends for
drivers to and from school
as well as those who drive
through the area on a daily
basis,” Division 14 Traffic
Engineer Steven Buchanan
said. “Roundabouts are not
a new technology, but they may be new to
some drivers. They are easy to use, help
move traffic and provide safety benefits un-
available with stop signs or signals.”

Roundabouts are installed to improve
safety for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists.
They help reduce congestion and backups
associated with stop signs and traffic signals.

A mini-roundabout uses a smaller foot-
print, thereby, reducing property impacts
near the intersection. The construction proj-
ect allowed crews to remove the stop signs
on Bellview/Clark’s Chapel Road.

NCDOT offers tips to navigate a round-
about:

• Remember to give larger trucks and
buses extra room, as they might need to
straddle the lane

• Big trucks should use the concrete island
— called the truck apron — to maneuver
around the roundabout

• Never enter a roundabout while an emer-
gency vehicle using flashing lights and sires
is passing through

• Drivers should not pass a bicyclist while
inside the roundabout

https://www.MaconFurnitureMart.com
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Macon County may have largely dodged a bullet with Hurricane Fred with areas
surrounding the county seeing much higher rainfall amounts. Parker Meadows
recreation area (pictured) was mostly under water with rainfall averages be-
tween 3 and 6 inches across southwestern N.C. Crawford Branch, which runs
through downtown Franklin, overran its banks jeopardizing a local business in
West Franklin. The southern portions of Jackson and Haywood counties saw
more than 16 inches. Canton seemed to be hit the hardest in the region with
major flooding of the East Fork of the Pigeon River cresting at a new record of
16.5 feet. In Swain County, heavy rain generated three landslides in the Nanta-
hala Gorge on Tuesday forcing a closure of U.S. 19/74 in both directions. N.C.
Department of Transportation officials said conditions are changing throughout
the afternoon necessitating a closure at least through Wednesday morning.

Photos by Shana Bilbrey & Vickie Carpenter

Minor flooding in Franklin

https://www.nantahalabank.com/
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Qualla Boundary Highway dedicated in honor of Beloved Cherokee Man 
Jerry Wolfe’s voice crackled across the

speakers telling one more story.
“If you’re ever lost in Great Smoky

Mountains, don’t panic; the worst thing you
can do is get excited, get upset.”

The voice coming from a recording con-
tinued during a recent ceremony to dedicate
a western North Carolina highway in his
honor.

“Look under a rock, look under a log,
you’re looking for a possum. A possum, he’ll
lead you back to the highway. Just don’t get
run over with him.”

The more than 100 people who came out
to honor the late Wolfe laughed as his grand-
son, Brandon Stephens, stopped the record-
ing.

Everyone either knew Wolfe or knew of
him. 

He was a Beloved Man. 
Reflective green-and-white signs stating

“Beloved Man Dr Jerry Wolfe Highway” in
English and Cherokee have been placed.
They are bookends to a 4.2-mile stretch of
U.S. 441 through the Qualla Boundary be-
tween U.S. 74 and U.S. 19.

“Jerry personified what it meant to be
Cherokee, the core values of what it means
to be Cherokee,” Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians Principal Chief Richard Sneed said.
“He lived those. He personified them, and he
shared them with all of us. When I think
about where we are today as a people, I think
it’s imperative that we give back through the
example Jerry set for us.”

Wolfe was the first person in more than
200 years to be bestowed as Beloved Man by
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians when
he received that prestigious title in 2013 for
unique contributions to the Cherokee people.
He died in 2018 at the age of 93.

Several people honored Wolfe during the
ceremony, including Stephens, Sneed, EBCI
Tribal Council Vice Chairman David Wolfe,

EBCI Tribal Council Chairman Adam
Wachacha and Vice Chief Alan Ensley. 

They told stories of him telling stories.
They shared lessons they learned from him

about stickball, about stone masonry, about
life, history, culture and tradition. 

The N.C. Board of Transportation unani-
mously approved a resolution to dedicate this
corridor in honor of Wolfe in December. 

Parts of the resolution read, “Dr. Wolfe
served with distinction in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War II, including D-Day and Vic-
tory in Europe Day, “ and “Dr. Wolfe was
dedicated to proliferating the Cherokee lan-
guage, teaching Cherokee history and culture
and preserving the Cherokee game Indian
ball,” and “Dr. Wolfe served as a true testa-
ment of a Cherokee leader and should be rec-
ognized.”

The Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Tribal Council, Jackson County Board of

Commissioners and Swain County Board of
Commissioners unanimously passed resolu-
tions seeking the highway designation for
Wolfe. In addition, Jackson County commis-

sioner Gayle Woody, American Legion Steve
Youngdeer Post 143 Commander Lewis
Harding, and Sneed each penned letters sup-
porting the effort.

Born in 1924, Wolfe served in the Navy
from 1943 to 1950 as a Signalman Second
Class and as the only Native American in his
Division. Following his active service, Wolfe
returned to Cherokee to build his life with
wife, Juanita, a life devoted to his family, his
community and his culture. 

He worked as a stonemason on the Qualla
Boundary, he became active in tribal veteran
events, and served as an ambassador of
Cherokee in all his travels. Wolfe volunteered
at least several days per week at the Museum
of the Cherokee Indians starting in 1987 until
his death in 2018.

Wolfe received the North Carolina Folk
Heritage Award in 2002, he was awarded the
Patriot Award in 2014, and in 2017, he was
bestowed with the Order of the Long Leaf
Pine and received an Honorary Doctorate of
Human Letters from Western Carolina Uni-
versity. 

As the ceremony under a tent beside U.S.
441 drew to a close, Stephens shared one
more lesson his grandfather taught.

“When you go into a community, the first
impression is of a highway,” Stephens re-
called Wolfe telling him. “And that highway
will take you places. It can be rough, or it can
be kind to you, so it’s befitting that a high-
way dedicated to our grandpa, our dad, our
father, our uncle, our little brother.”

A section of U.S. 441 through the Qualla Boundary is dedicated in honor of Beloved Man Dr. Jerry
Wolfe

https://www.myharrisregional.com
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SCC recognizes employees and contributions to state service 

Mary Bradley, Transition Mathematics 
Instructor. Not pictured: Steve Wilson, 
Shipping/Receiving/Inventory Clerk.

35 years of service

Tim Coffey, Criminal Justice Technology 
Program Coordinator/Instructor - 

40 years of service

Scott Sutton, Dean of Workforce 
Continuing Education.

Not pictured: David Kochersberger, Network 
Manager; Deanne Oppermann, Chemistry 
Instructor and Science Department Chair.

25 years of service

20 years of service - Jennie Ashlock, Health Sciences Academic Advisor/Tutor Liaison; Janina De-
Hart, Student Disability Services Coordinator; Meg Petty, Radiography Program Coordinator/In-
structor; Kurt Berger, Information Technologies Instructor; Eric Hester, Emergency Medical
Science Program Coordinator/Instructor. Not pictured: Ashley Burleson, Criminal Justice Tech-
nology Instructor; Tonya Nifong, Horticulturist.

Cheryl Contino-Conner, Dean of Students.
Not pictured: Anthony Henson, Grounds

Maintenance Mechanic.
30 years of service

15 years of service - Susan Kimel, Physical Therapist Assistant Clinical Coordinator/Instructor;
Kimi Walker, Interim Nursing Director; Beatrice Buchanan, Cleaning Technician I; Dr. Bucky Dann,
Sociology Instructor. Not pictured: Erica Muse, Upward Bound Academic Advisor; Patty Wall,
User Support Manager.

5 years of service - Front row: April McNiff, High School Partnership Coordinator; Jasmine Free,
Sonography Clinical Coordinator/Instructor; Back row: Donna Conner, Nurse Aide Program Co-
ordinator/Instructor; Benjamin Haines, Administrative Assistant - Admissions; Stephen Hessel-
birg, Psychology Instructor. Not pictured: Dr. Allen Lomax, Psychology Instructor; Michael
McIntosh, Biology Instructor; Jennifer Siweumptewa, Food Service Manager; Jill Wolfe, Admin-
istrative Assistant - Arts & Sciences.

10 years of service - Front row: Amy Russ, Transition English Instructor; Susan Cain, Communi-
cations Instructor; Tori Ellison, Student Success Coach; Amanda Allen, Human Resources Ad-
ministrator; Pam Judson, Early College Liaison - Jackson; Back row: Nathan Beck, Cleaning
Technician I; Pam Ensley, Cosmetology Instructor; Dr. Don Tomas, President. Not pictured: Brian
Kane, Associate in Fine Arts Department Chair; Mark Ray, Grounds/Maintenance Technician I;
Todd Sumner, EMS Program Director/Coordinator/Instructor.
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Welcomes
Elsie Cruz &

Kimberly Féria
They specialize in 
cuts, colors, perms,
facials, manicures 
& pedicures.

179 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • 828.634.0080
“Offering dignity & purpose through service”

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK
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TTRREEAASSUURREESS

Antiques • Collectibles
Furniture • Kitchenware

Jewelry • Tools • And Much More!
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New Items arriving weekly! COME SEE US!

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

To celebrate the 2021-22 school
year and a new season of Discover
Church student activities, the church
is hosting a “totally tacky thrift store
prom night” Saturday, Aug. 21, from
6-8 p.m. 

Bryan Ferguson, student pastor at
Discover Church said, “The point of
a thrift store prom is to literally be
as tacky as possible. Some students
saw the idea on Pinterest or had
heard about it somewhere and they
talked to us about doing it. We de-
cided to make this prom a one last
‘summer’ get together before school
starts.” 

Ferguson hopes planning for the
event, which is for students grades
6-12 or ages 12-18 years old, will be
a “family affair.”  

“Parents can take their kids to a
thrift store and let them get the tack-
iest prom gear they can find,” he
said.

He suggested shopping at such
local thrift shops as CareNet, Good-
will, Habitat for Humanity, or Men’s
Teen Challenge, or to just peruse
closets for interesting items. “The intention is not to spend
a lot of money.” 

The totally tacky prom will take place at Discover’s re-

cently renovated “The Studio”
youth room. Currently, there are
upwards of 50 students involved in
youth at the church, but the Aug.
21 event is not just for attendees of
Discover Church, but also their
friends and any students in the
community who just want to at-
tend, pointed out Ferguson.

“They can come to Discover and
have a good time,” he said. “And
this event will lead up to our kick-
off Aug. 29, which starts our regu-
lar Sunday night youth meetings,
from 5-7 p.m.”

Besides music, mingling, and
dancing, Ferguson said he and the
eight or so student leaders/chaper-
ones will occasionally stop the
music to encourage games, a dance
competition, and a prize for the
best/worst dress. “The king and
queen – not based on popularity –
will instead be students who are
‘all in’ regarding participation.
Plus, we will have the typical prom
finger foods, maybe something
catered, and some punch.” 

Ferguson’s wife, Kerrigan, and
the other student leaders plan to
dress “as tacky as possible” and to

enjoy participating in the event with the students who at-
tend. For more information, contact Brian Ferguson at
bryan.ferguson@discover.church.

Kerrigan and Bryan Ferguson, who is student pas-
tor at Discover Church, are helping to host a kick-
off for the new school year Aug. 21 called a "totally
tacky thrift store prom night" that is open not only
to participants of the church and their friends but
any students in the community grades 6-12.

Discover Church planning a ‘totally tacky
prom night’ to kick off 2021-22 school year 

WCU plans events celebrating Class of 2020
Western Carolina University will celebrate its Class of

2020 through a series of live events - including fireworks –
for those alumni whose senior year was largely virtual and
anything but normal.

The WCU Alumni Association will host complimen-
tary special activities on campus
from Friday, Sept. 3, through
Sunday, Sept. 5, including free
admission to and special recog-
nition during the Catamounts
home opener football game
against Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity.

“The members of the Class of
2020 will undoubtedly go down
in WCU history as something
special, displaying incredible re-
solve and resiliency to reach
their goals,” said Marty Ramsey,
director of Alumni Engagement.
“WCU applauds their achieve-
ments under the extenuating cir-
cumstances of a global
pandemic. And we want to offer
our congratulations and wel-
come them as alumni, safely, in person.”

WCU is planning to open the fall semester with close to
normal operations, including in-person classes and sporting
events. 

The Class of 2020 celebration will begin at Innovation

Brewing in Cullowhee at Noble Hall that Friday evening
with gift bags, complimentary beverage and appetizers, and
a hello from Chancellor Kelli Brown; Saturday afternoon has
a tailgating party, then reserved seating at E. J. Whitmire Sta-
dium/Bob Waters Field for the game; and concludes Sunday

morning with a chancellor’s breakfast and a regalia optional
commencement-style program.

Class of 2020 alumni should RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 1,
by contacting Elizabeth Honbarger, Office of Alumni En-
gagement, at aehonbarger@wcu.edu or 828-227-7335.

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://www.3hthriftshop.org
https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/
https://www.whistlestopantiquesnc.com
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Thompson joins Dogwood Health Impact Team 
Dogwood Health Trust announces that

seasoned economic and community devel-
opment executive, Sarah Thompson, will be
joining their Impact Team on Sept. 7.
Thompson joins Dogwood’s Impact Team as
Vice President of Impact - Economic Op-
portunity. 

In this role, Thompson is responsible for
the visioning, development, and implemen-
tation of ambitious economic impact strate-
gies that will increase pathways to
high-quality and more equitable employ-
ment opportunities for Western North Car-
olinians. She will also lead efforts to increase
support for micro and small business oppor-
tunities for under-resourced and marginal-
ized communities.

“Sarah knows and understands economic
and community development,” said Dr. Susan Mims, interim
CEO for Dogwood Health Trust, “but more importantly, she
also knows and cares deeply for the people of our region. Her
many years working at Southwestern Commission have given
Sarah a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportu-
nities experienced in our unique economic ecosystem.”

"I am excited to continue my service to Western North Car-
olina in this new capacity. This is a region of tremendous op-
portunity and notable challenges as well,” said Thompson.
"Dogwood's approach to community and economic develop-
ment, through a social determinants of health lens, allows us to
take bold and creative approaches to economic stability for the
people of WNC."

Thompson most recently served as the Ex-
ecutive Director for Southwestern Commis-
sion in Sylva. In this role, she directed
operations of the regional council of govern-
ment which serves the seven most western
counties in North Carolina through commu-
nity and economic development, workforce
development, and area agency on aging.

Prior to her role with Southwestern Plan-
ning and Economic Development Commis-
sion, Thompson was the executive director
of the Downtown Sylva Association. She
also serves on several boards including the
NC Rural Economic Development Center
Board, Thread Capital, Jackson County
Planning Board, Town of Sylva Commis-
sioner, and the Downtown Sylva Association
Board of Directors. Thompson has also

served as a member of the Dogwood Board of Directors. She
took a leave of absence from that role prior to entering the
search for this role. She has officially resigned from the board
in order to take the position.

Thompson holds a Master of Arts in public administration
from Western Carolina University and a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in political science from Miami University. 

About Dogwood Health Trust
Dogwood Health Trust is a private foundation based in

Asheville, N.C., with the sole purpose of dramatically improv-
ing the health and well-being of people and communities of 18
counties and the Qualla Boundary in Western North Carolina. 

Sarah Thompson

Clint Kendall named CEO
and CNO of Angel Medical 

Mission Health has named
Clint Kendall as Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Nursing Offi-
cer at Angel Medical Center.
Kendall succeeds previous
Angel Medical Center Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer and Chief Nurs-
ing Officer Karen Gorby, who
recently retired after serving as
CEO/CNO since February 2016. 

Kendall most recently held the
position of Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Andalusia Health, Life-
Point Healthcare, in Andalusia,
Alaska, where he oversaw strate-
gic planning and overall management of a 113-bed acute care
facility. He also provided oversight of Andalusia Physician
Services in South Central Alabama. He believes in promoting
transparent communication among providers and employees,
and has earned high marks for patient care, safety, culture of
excellence and employee satisfaction.

Kendall earned a Master’s Degree in Business Administra-
tion, Nursing, and Health Care Management from the Univer-
sity of Phoenix, and a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
Western Carolina University.

“I am excited to be in the community of Franklin and look
forward to caring for the people of this area in my new role at
Angel Medical Center. I hope to meet many of you in the com-
ing months,” says Kendall.

Clint Kendall

https://missionhealth.org/member-hospitals/angel/
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Quality Care for a Healthy Life
Mountain Medical Directory

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/

Oral Cancer Screening
• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now

Available!

SSMMAARRTT
PPHHAARRMMAACCYY

Pharmacists:
Jacob Reiche • Tori O’Neill • Mike Anneken • Angie Stahl

smartpharmacy828@gmail.com
60 Georgia Rd., Franklin, NC

828-369-3784

Hepatitis A outbreak
surpasses 1,000 cases 

In late July the North Carolina Department of Health and
Human Services announced the state had surpassed 1,000 re-
ported cases of hepatitis A associated with a national outbreak
that began in April 2017. 63% of cases have required hospital-
ization and 16 people have died. 

Since 2017, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
has received more than 41,000 reports of hepatitis A with higher
than expected hospitalization and death rates. North Carolina
has been tracking this outbreak since April 2018, and reported
cases have increased significantly since August 2020. 

Since Jan. 1, 2021, 495 outbreak associated cases of hepatitis
A were reported, indicating a marked increase in transmission.
Of those cases, 13% are also infected with hepatitis B and 48%
with hepatitis C. Because hepatitis A causes inflammation of the
liver, people with other forms of viral hepatitis or anyone with
underlying liver disease is at risk of more serious illness.

"The best way to protect yourself against hepatitis A is
through vaccination," said Dr. Erica Wilson, vaccine preventa-
ble disease medical director in NCDHHS’ Division of Public
Health. "Good hand-washing is key, especially after using the
bathroom, changing diapers and before preparing or eating food.
Using harm reduction strategies and syringe programs is also
key in reducing the risk for people who use drugs."

Hepatitis A is a contagious, but vaccine-preventable liver in-
fection that can range from a mild illness lasting a few weeks to
severe illness lasting several months. It is usually transmitted
through food or water that has been contaminated with small,
undetectable amounts of feces from a contagious person. Indi-
viduals who use drugs, are experiencing homelessness and men
who have sex with men are at highest risk for infection during
the current outbreak. 

Symptoms of hepatitis A include fever, fatigue, nausea, loss of
appetite and stomach pain. Jaundice (yellowing of the skin
and/or eyes), dark-colored urine and clay-colored bowel move-
ments may also occur. These symptoms appear 15-50 days (av-
erage 28 days) following infection with the virus. Young
children can be infected without apparent symptoms.

NCDHHS advises anyone with symptoms of hepatitis A to
contact their health care provider or their local health depart-
ment to be tested and linked to care assistance. Patients can
transmit the virus to others in the two weeks before and one
week after jaundice appears.

Harris Regional, Swain expand women’s care 
Harris Regional Hospital and Swain

Community Hospital continue to ex-
pand women’s services across western
North Carolina by welcoming board-
certified OB/GYN Jennifer Blattner,
MD and board-certified nurse midwife
Jessica Williamson to Harris Women’s
Care. Williamson began seeing pa-
tients June 1st and Dr. Blattner starts
in September, joining Sabine Kelis-
chek, MD, Alvin Strasburger, MD,
Ja’Pel Sumpter, MD, Kathy Walsh, NP,
and certified nurse midwives Anne
Karner and Darci Walker in providing
high quality OB/GYN care, including
management of high-risk OB, at loca-
tions in Sylva, Bryson City, and
Franklin. 

The providers at Harris Women’s
Care deliver babies at the New Gener-
ations Family Birthing Center at Harris
Regional Hospital, named by
Newsweek as one of the ‘Best Mater-
nity Hospitals’ in the United States two years in a row (2020,
2021). The area’s only neonatologist, Bernd Holler, MD,
joined Harris Regional Hospital last year and provides neona-
tal intensive care for babies born at 32 weeks and greater
alongside specially trained nurses, respiratory therapists, and
other clinical staff. Pediatricians Nicholas Jernigan, MD, Ryan
Wade, MD, Margo White, MD, and Brittany Rogers, NP care
for children at Harris Pediatric Care in Sylva and Franklin.
Arielle Lankford, a pediatric nurse practitioner, sees children
at Swain Family Care at Swain Community Hospital. Board-
certified lactation consultants provide breastfeeding support,
childbirth and newborn care education, and sibling classes.
The hospitals partner with area health departments on family
planning and care. 

“We are privileged to care for families in western North
Carolina with a comprehensive approach to women’s and chil-
dren’s services at our hospitals and in our communities,” said
Steve Heatherly, CEO of Harris Regional Hospital and Swain
Community Hospital. “Each of the services we provide is part
of a unified initiative focused on safe, high quality care for
women and children close to home.”

Dr. Blattner obtained her medical degree from Emory Uni-

Jennifer Blattner, MD, OBGYN Jessica Williamson, Nurse Midwife

versity and completed her internship and residency at the
Naval Medical Center San Diego, then practiced as an
OB/GYN in the Navy. After her commitment with the Navy
was completed, she was in private practice in Hendersonville.
From there Dr. Blattner moved to Colorado where she has
practiced for the past 9 years and acted as the Medical Direc-
tor for the OB/GYN Department since 2017. Dr. Blattner is
the recipient of several awards and honors for clinical excel-
lence and teaching.

Williamson graduated from the University of Louisiana at
Monroe with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing and completed
her nurse midwifery degree at Frontier Nursing University in
Hyden, Ky. Williamson has held multiple leadership roles in
clinical practice and led a project for nurses in Haiti. She most
recently practiced in Asheville and specializes in high-risk
pregnancy care.

Harris Women’s Care is located at 70 the Village Overlook
in Sylva with additional offices located in Bryson City and
Franklin. Visit the practice website for information on high-
risk services: https://www.harrismedicalgroup.com/our-prac-
tices/harris-womens-care/hwc-high-risk-services

For more information, visit the Find a Doctor page on My-
HarrisRegional.com or call 844.414.DOCS.

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
https://www.facebook.com/Smart-Pharmacy-LLC-476956539036863
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Letters to the EditorWhat’s new on the plateau

Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

The first mass vaccination
effort in this country was un-
dertaken at the direction of
General George Washington
during the Revolutionary War.
By the time the Continental
Army encamped at Valley
Forge in 1778, smallpox was
and had been decimating their
ranks. 

Washington knew he had to
take action or there would be
no army to fight the British in the upcoming summer
campaign.  The British soldiers had developed a herd
immunity from the spread of smallpox throughout Eu-
rope, but that was not so for the American soldiers.

Washington decided to vaccinate all troops who had
never had smallpox with a new and controversial tech-
nique. An incision was made on the soldier’s forearm. A
thread soaked with the smallpox pus was then dragged
through the incision, thus infecting the soldier with
hopefully a mild case of smallpox.  The theory was that
this planned exposure gave a person immunity, and it
was a better choice than having full blown smallpox that
significantly increased the possibility of death.  This
vaccination technique still caused death in an estimated
5 to 10% of those treated.  Nevertheless, it stopped the
spread of smallpox at that terrible winter encampment.
The Continental Army was able to reform from a dis-
jointed militia force into a cohesive, disciplined army.

The tradition of vaccinating American troops began
with Washington and continues today.  The spread of
disease within an army can be just as devastating as
enemy fire.

Now I’m not making the case for mandatory vacci-
nations against COVID, but I do think it is interesting
that these founding heroes of this nation were willing to
risk everything, even taking an untested vaccination in
order to fight for their country.  I do see taking the cur-
rent vaccines as a  similar act of support for our friends
and neighbors, for our fellow countrymen. While I hear
folks raising concerns about the safety and efficacy of
the vaccines, I think about how far we have come.  What
would General Washington think?

I am concerned about vaccine reluctancy now that it
is becoming clear that we are facing a resurgence of
COVID through the spread of the Delta Variant.  I am
concerned that many of our town workers have not been
vaccinated.   While I foresee no plan to force workers to

Patrick Taylor

Email letters to the editor to
maconcountynews@gmail.comContinued on page 11

Audits would put matter to rest once and for all
“Dissent is the highest form of patriotism” is a quote

often attributed to Thomas Jefferson but may not have orig-
inated with him. It became a popular statement back in
George W. Bush’s presidency during protests against the
Iraq war along with comparisons of Bush to Hitler and war
criminals. Hillary Clinton and other Democrats (Democrats,
the party, not democrats who actually believe in democracy)
were fond of it and the press gladly quoted them. Well, how
is this form of patriotism doing today? Not so good. There
are many tripwires today that can get you in trouble but
questioning the 2020 election will get you labeled a con-
spiracy theorist if not an insurrectionist or terrorist and “a
threat to our democracy.” Let’s look at how “our democ-
racy” is doing.

Keep in mind that Bush was considered an illegitimate
president by many because of the 2000 election in which
the Supreme Court put an end to endless recounts in search
of votes for Al Gore which if “found” would have settled
the matter. Votes are supposed to be counted until the De-
mocrats win, otherwise Republican perfidy is alleged. When
the opposing party is not given the same ability to question
irregularities, this puts democracy on a very shaky founda-
tion. When Bush left office with low approval numbers and
Barack Obama was wafted to the presidency by uncritical
media adulation and a nation desiring to put the specter of
racism behind, dissent was no longer patriotic, it was racist.
I, along with many others, decided to give him a chance
once in office, hoping that he wasn’t as radical as we feared.
We were soon disappointed and the Tea Party emerged as a
true democratic movement to oppose Obama’s policies and
to elect people to Congress that would represent our inter-
ests. Nothing racist about this but the media slandered them
anyway. The result was a huge gain of Republican seats in
the House resulting in a majority. It would seem that in a
well-functioning democracy notice would be taken of this
and an attempt made to find some compromise and listen to
the voice of the people. Instead, to prevent a repeat in 2012
the IRS was used to deny or delay tax exempt status to con-
servative groups while allowing tax exempt status to pro-
gressive groups. Also harassing audits were conducted
against some groups like True the Vote. This handicapped
these organizations from having the same influence that they
had previously while tilting the playing field in the liberal or
progressive direction. Obama was re-elected and the De-
mocrats continued to blithely ignore democratic rumblings.
The Democrats thought they had a shoo-in with Hillary and
laughed at the idea that Donald Trump could possibly be
elected. When he won all hell broke loose. They blamed the
loss on everyone but themselves. Instead of soul searching,
they went on a search and destroy mission to undermine not
only the Trump presidency but the Electoral College, the
Supreme Court, the rule of law, and anything else they per-

ceived to thwart their power. With the surprising success of
the Trump administration despite the roadblocks thrown up,
it appeared that he was cruising to re-election with a strong
economy and  greatly improved security at the border. Then
came Covid. Voting procedures were loosened and massive
mail in voting was instituted, in some places without proper
legal authority. The mendacious media blamed Trump for
everything ignoring the remarkable feat of making a vaccine
available in record time. Even so, it looked like Trump was
on his way to a second term on election night. Then, inex-
plicably, voting was halted in several swing states with
Trump having a comfortable lead only to have that lead mys-
teriously vanish when huge batches of Biden votes came in
in the wee hours of the morning. There was sufficient re-
ports and video evidence of potential irregularities that made
it reasonable to question some of the results. What happened
was a sudden campaign to declare the election the most se-
cure in history and to place out of bounds any discussion to
the contrary.  When a legitimate protest of the election got
out of hand, the rioters were not treated like BLM or Antifa
who caused much more damage, but were labeled terrorists
and held without bond while arsonists and murderers had
been freed. Does this sound like “our democracy?”

This brings us up to today. There has been a forensic audit
of the election in Maricopa County in Arizona. The final re-
port has not been released but the preliminary results point
to huge discrepancies that would flip the state to Trump. A
number of other states are in the process of seeking to do the
same. State run media is not reporting on this. In fact, there
has been a tremendous amount of hysterical opposition to
them. Wouldn’t it be great for “our democracy” for us to
have confidence in our elections? There is not just a fringe
group of malcontents questioning the results but many tens
of millions of patriotic dissenters that want an accounting.
Don’t even bring up the red herring of the courts dismissing
the cases brought to them. The courts didn’t want to touch
them with a ten foot pole and would not hear them based on
technicalities, not substance. If the election was as secure
and aboveboard as so stridently claimed, then let us be
shown to be stupid and wrong by welcoming forensic audits
and putting the issue to rest. We need to know what hap-
pened so that voting laws can be amended so that it can be
made easy to vote but hard to cheat. The voter suppression
trope is old and tired and contemptible. I suspect that the De-
mocrats know in their heart of hearts that they cheated and
want to maintain a system that can be gamed. Doesn’t
democracy die in darkness? Millions of Americans believe
that the election was fraudulent. This issue is not going
away. Let’s be honest and do the right thing for “our democ-
racy.”  

David Parker – Sylva, N.C.
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NC Job Ready grants introduced to support 
workforce training, economic development 

North Carolina will add a new type of targeted workforce
training grant to the state’s economic development toolkit,
Commerce Secretary Machelle Baker Sanders announced
today. Up to $1 million will be available to fund grants dur-
ing the 2021-2022 fiscal year.

The NCWorks Commission, North Carolina’s workforce
development board, approved a policy creating the NC Job
Ready Workforce Investment Grants during its quarterly
meeting, held earlier today at North Carolina State Univer-
sity in Raleigh.  The grant program will be open to local
workforce development boards, which in turn support em-
ployers in their areas.

“As we continue to align economic development with
workforce development, NC Job Ready Workforce Invest-
ment Grants will demonstrate to businesses around the
world that North Carolina places a high value on talent,”
said Secretary Sanders. “We look forward to working with
NCWorks partners on this innovative grant program, and we
encourage all employers to collaborate with NCWorks on
recruiting and training.”

Each of North Carolina’s 23 local workforce development
boards may apply to the Division of Workforce Solutions
within the N.C. Department of Commerce for NC Job Ready
Workforce Investment Grants in conjunction with economic
development projects. A grant of up to $50,000 per project
can support On-the-Job Training (OJT) and Incumbent
Worker Training (IWT) to assist companies that choose to
locate or expand in North Carolina.

OJT provides a partial wage reimbursement to an em-
ployer to help offset the cost of training new
employees. IWT grants help pay for upskilling employees
who have worked at a company for six months or more.

“North Carolina is globally competitive for many reasons,
but chief among them are our diverse, talented people and

our ability to train workers with the skills that meet the de-
mands of employers,” said Christopher Chung, chief exec-
utive officer of the Economic Development Partnership of
North Carolina. “Since workforce is consistently the top
priority of businesses considering where to relocate or ex-
pand, this new grant program positions North Carolina for
continued success.”

These new grants will be in addition to the current OJT
and IWT programs that local workforce development
boards offer on a regular basis to eligible local employers
through the NCWorks system. Other ongoing workforce-
related incentives include the Work Opportunity Tax Credit
(WOTC), a federal tax credit available to employers who
hire qualified individuals from eligible target groups, and
Federal Bonding, a program that provides free individual
fidelity bonds to employers when they hire people who tra-
ditionally have had difficulty finding meaningful employ-
ment.

“The NCWorks Commission strongly supports this new
approach to help employers solve common challenges that
they may face related to skills gaps or workforce short-
ages,” said Commission chair Tom Rabon. “NC Job Ready
Workforce Investment Grants, along with the customized
training offered by the North Carolina Community College
System, highlight North Carolina’s commitment to help
companies find and train the employees they need in order
to be successful.”

These Workforce Investment Grants are part of Gover-
nor Cooper’s NC Job Ready workforce initiative, which is
built on three core principles: skills and education attain-
ment so that North Carolinians are ready for jobs available
now and in the future, employer leadership to remain rele-
vant to evolving industry needs, and local innovation to take
great ideas and apply them statewide.

State employee notified of 
personal data compromise 

The North Carolina Department of Information Technol-
ogy (NCDIT) and the Office of State Human Resources
(OSHR) are notifying current and former state employees of
a recent security concern involving their data. A file con-
taining personally identifiable information including 84,860
employees’ names and Social Security numbers was mis-
takenly uploaded to an internal portal that was accessible to
other state employees. At this time, there is no evidence that
anyone accessed the information other than those employ-
ees who were involved in identifying and remediating the
instance. 

The file was discovered on July 30, 2021, during a sweep
for personally identifiable information on the state’s network.
The file was taken down immediately and steps taken to try
to determine whether or not the information had been ac-
cessed. The file was not accessible to the general public.  

Individuals whose information was contained in the file
were notified by email today and a letter will be sent by mail.
Those employees will be given access to 24 months of iden-
tity theft resolution services at no charge. 

The notification also includes steps employees can take to
protect themselves if their personal information may have
been compromised, such as checking credit reports for free.
More tips are available from the NC Department of Justice. 

In addition, NCDIT and OSHR have implemented new se-
curity procedures to protect employees’ personal data, in-
cluding more comprehensive sweeps like the one that found
the file and additional cybersecurity training will be assigned.

Volunteers needed for Statewide
Litter Sweep September 11-25 

The N.C. Department of Transportation needs volunteers
to help clean up trash along roads during the Adopt-A-High-
way Fall Litter Sweep from Sept. 11-25.

Each April and September, NCDOT asks volunteers to
help remove litter from roadsides. Volunteers from local
businesses, schools, nonprofits, churches, municipalities,
law enforcement and community groups play an important
role in keeping North Carolina’s roads clean.

Joining this effort is easier than ever before as volunteers
can now sign up by way of a convenient at ncdot.gov, search
for Litter Sweep.

“Since this year began, NCDOT and our partner organi-
zations have picked up more than eight and a half million
pounds of litter,” said State Roadside Engineer David Har-
ris. “We need everyone’s help to keep that momentum. The
Litter Sweep is a great opportunity to get outdoors with fam-
ily and friends and work alongside NCDOT to ensure North
Carolina remains a beautiful place to live and work.”

Volunteers can request clean-up supplies such as trash
bags, gloves and safety vests from local NCDOT county
maintenance offices. 

All volunteers are encouraged to follow proper COVID-
19 safety guidance. This includes wearing face masks and
gloves at all times and keeping 6 feet apart from other vol-
unteers. Anyone who has been recently diagnosed with or
exposed to COVID-19 should refrain from participating. 

For more information, visit the Litter Sweep web page  at
ncdot.gov or call (919)707-2970.

TAYLOR

The Macon County News letters page is a public
forum open to a wide variety of opinions as a right
guaranteed in the First Amendment of the U.S. Con-
stitution. Letters are neither accepted nor rejected
based on content. Letters must be signed and contact
information provided. Views expressed are not nec-
essarily reflective of the opinions of publisher, editor
or staff. Writers are asked to refrain from personal
attacks against individuals or businesses. Email lett-
ters to: maconcountynews@gmail.com.

take the vaccine, I would hope the spirit of public serv-
ice would make those not vaccinated reconsider.

I attended last Friday a celebration for the volunteers
who worked in the Highlands Cashiers Plateau Vaccina-
tion Clinic. It was a bittersweet moment. Those in atten-
dance had returned to wearing masks again along with
the discussion about resuming the clinics.

I presented to the volunteers a plaque that commemo-
rated the resolution the  Highlands Town Board of Com-
missioners passed thanking the volunteers for all the
work and effort they contributed to operating the clinics.
I also had the honor of issuing a mayor’s proclamation
honoring the leadership and hard work that Tom Neal put
forward in organizing and operation of those many clin-
ics.

I hope all the efforts of the volunteers will not be in
vain. This coming fall might be a “Valley Forge moment”
to where our hearts and souls are again tested. 

‘I have the right to live the way I want to’
To people who think they are the only ones that have

rights just because they believe that what they believe is the
only way for everyone else to believe is why we can't get
along! If you don't want to get the vaccine that is your prob-
lem but when you put others at risk is everyone's problem.
It should be against the law if you transmit COVID-19 to
someone and they die from it! If you are not vaccinated you
do not have a right to go out and put anyone's life at risk.
You are probably alive today because of vaccines! Don't
you realize that! We all have to pay for the mistakes of stu-
pid people and I have the right to live the way I want to so
get over yourself and do the right thing! No one is coming
to take your guns or force you to get the vaccine or even
take your freedom. You are going to be the cause of the fail-
ure of the country not the people who are doing the right
thing. This is a free country and not just for people who
think they are the only ones who think they are better than
anyone else. People who are in denial of what's happening
with the environment and the pandemic will be the ones that
kill us all. If you don't believe the virus, just keep doing
what you are doing and sooner or later it will get you and if
you don't believe in climate change well then you are dumb  

Felecia Henderson – via email

It’s time for people to stand against tyranny
In your recent edition Jim Gaston wrote an article on

“Thought Nuggets from a freedom lover.” What an excel-
lent, well written article and I believe he speaks for millions
of us across the country. Thank you for publishing such a
quality, inspiring article. It is time people stand up to the
tyranny before we lose all our freedoms.    

Faye Streiff – Franklin, N.C.
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Shrimp Boil benefits Habitat for Humanity

Photos by Ellen Randall

Chef David Snyder

Donnie Bishop cooking shrimp.

Bill Paisley (birthday boy) and Jill Taylor from Cullowhee

According to organizers, the 24th annual
Shrimp Boil for Habitat for Humanity fund-
raiser was a great success, especially when
factoring in the issues relating to the pan-
demic. Staff and volunteers with Habitat
expressed gratittude to Holly Springs Bap-
tist Church for allowing the use of their
“wonderful Fellowship hall and their
kitchen.”

“The success of this event goes to the
wonderful folks who attended and also to
the 17 volunteers who helped with the set-
up, cooking, and cleaning,” a spokesperson
for Habitat said. Volunteers included
Franklin High School Cheerleading squad.

The kitchen crew on duty cooked a total
of 225 pounds of shrimp in addition to the
large quantity of potatoes, corn-on-the- cob,
kielbasa, and jambalaya.

The Silent Auction was a “smashing suc-
cess” and credit for the assembly of the 59

gift baskets goes to Habitat’s “star” em-
ployee, Anamay Rossomando.

Attendees deemed the entertainment “ex-
cellent.” Sweet Charity, a talented local
group, donated their performance and their
“music was wonderful.”

The winners of the shrimp-eating contest
consumed approximately a dozen each. The
time limit was 60 seconds. Franklin High
School cheerleading coach Lynn Baker, was
crowned Shrimp Queen and Habitat’s own
John Wert took the trophy as Shrimp King.

Net proceeds are still being tallied and
sponsor donations are still forthcoming.

Habitat’s next project is to construct two
homes, one in Macon County, and one in
Jackson County. The organization is grate-
ful to the many local merchants who spon-
sored this event, as well as members of the
community who volunteered and those who
came to eat.Staff and volunteers cooked 250 lbs. of

shrimp for Saturday’s event.
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G I F T S • H O M E D E CO R  ACC E S S O R I E S
37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC        828.369.1612

New 
Shipment 
of Franklin 

Pi�ows

828.349.3390
Franklin, NC 

Serving All of 
Western North Carolina

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal
Excavating • Backhoe • Land Clearing

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling • Sewer & Water

Sealcoating & Striping

NOW
HIRING

Todd Ort, Carry Howman, Judy Wiley and Sally Williams with 
Appalachian Animal Rescue Center

Silent auction baskets. John Wert and Lynn Baker, Shrimp Boil King and Queen

Sweet Charity Band

https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests Dec. 1 - 10. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

August 9
Wilburn Wesley Holt, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Sergeant Jonathan A. Taylor made the ar-
rest. 

Matthew Lee Hurst, was issued warrant service. Gabe D.
Bingham made the arrest. 

Hank Riley Galloway, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 

Johnathan Hurst, was issued warrant service for offense
committed in jurisdiction. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest.  

August 10
Wesley Wayne Cochran, was issued a true bill of indict-

ment. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 
Dustin Lane Carden, was issued warrant service for extra-

dition/fugitive from other state. Troy L. Burt made the arrest. 

August 11
Danelle Kay Jimenez, was charged with failure to appear.

Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Ronald Edward Swafford, was charged with assault on a

government officer/employee, possession of stolen
goods/property, probation violation, possession of metham-
phetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. Timothy B.
Carter made the arrest. 

August 12
Richard Kaleb Bates, was charged with child support con-

tempt. Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Adam Charles Klatt, was charged with failure to appear.

Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 
Victor Glenn Cook, was charged with failure to appear for

driving while license revoked. Jordan C. Sutton made the ar-
rest. 

Angelo Ramos Jr., was charged with intimidating a witness. 
Chelsea Briana Heaton. was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. William D. Stamey made the arrest. 
Ronald Scott Jones Jr., was charged with domestic violence

protective order violation. Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 

August 13
Nadya Elise Rogers, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest. 
Matthew Owen Carpenter, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest. 

August 14
Michael David Wright, was charged with carrying a con-

cealed gun. Denver J. Elliot made the arrest. 
Charles Gregory Spain, was issued a warrant for fugitive

from out of state. 

August 15
Michael David Wright, was charged with possession of a

stolen firearm. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.  

August 16
Donnie Dean Gooding Jr., was charged with possession of

a firearm by a convicted felon, possession of a stolen firearm,
trafficking opium or heroin, possession with intent to sell/de-
liver a schedule II controlled substance. Matthew L. Long
made the arrest. 

Elizabeth Claire Cook, was charged with communicating
threats. 

Franklin Police Department

August 5
Tony Dustin Bateman, 31, was charged with larceny. A

$600 bond was set. 

August 6
Dustin Edward Harvey, 24, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. A  $500 bond was set. 
Robert Drew Houston, 43, was charged with trespassing. A

$50 bond was set. 

August 8
Tony Dustin Bateman, 31, was charged with simple assault,

larceny, drunk and disorderly, issued an order for arrest for
second degree trespass. A $2,000 bond was set. 

August 9
Allen Scott Moore, 51, was issued an order for arrest for

driving while license revoked. A $1,000 bond was set. 

August 9
James Wade Combee, 37, was issued an order for arrest. for

domestic violence protective order violation. No bond was
set. 

August 12
Neil Ray Moorell, 44, was issued an order for arrest for lar-

ceny, breaking and entering a motor vehicle, driving while li-
cense revoked, possession of stolen goods, breaking and
entering a motor vehicle, larceny, possession of stolen goods.
A $10,000 bond was set. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

August 2
Brian Keith Guzman, 46, of Marion, was charged with

felony probation violation, possession of drug paraphernalia,
maintaining a dwelling/vehicle for a controlled substance,
possession of methamphetamine, possession with intent to
manufacture/sell/deliver methamphetamine. A secured bond
of $75,000 was set. 

August 3
Lucas Mandrel Rosario, 40, of Dream Valley Rd., was

charged with indecent liberties with a child.  A secured bond
of $80,000 was set. 

Piper Ann Betances, 39, of Audubon Trail, Cashiers, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of
THC extract, possession of more than 1.5 ounces of mari-
juana, forgery of an instrument, obtaining property by false
pretenses, issued a fugitive warrant. A secured bond of
$150,000 was set.  

Dustin Shane Gilman, 41, of Audubon Trail, Cashiers, was
charged with drug equipment violations, possession of more
that 1.5 ounces of marijuana, possession of THC extract, con-
spiracy to obtain property by false pretense. A secured bond
of $25,000 was set. 

August 4
Melody Faith Stone, 31, of Mystic Lane, was charged with

failure to appear for reckless driving to endanger persons or
property. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

April Nations, 36, of Bradley Dr., Cherokee, was charged
with simple possession of a schedule II controlled substance,
felony possession of a schedule II controlled substance. No
bond was set. 

Robert Allen Hooper, 45, of Keyhole Lane, Cullowhee, was

issued an order for arrest for flee/elude arrest with a motor
vehicle, resisting a public officer, misdemeanor child abuse,
misdemeanor probation violation, possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of methamphetamine, identity theft,
felony probation violation. A secured bond of $17,000 was
set. 

Jonathan Michael Freeman, 32, of Nations Creek Rd.,
Whittier, was charged with breaking and entering of a motor
vehicle forcible, motor vehicle theft. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set. 

August 5
Patrick Dewitt Parris, 57, of Cat Creek Estates, Franklin,

was issued a warrant for arrest for possession of stolen
goods/property, misdemeanor larceny. No bond was set. 

Jessica Ashley York, 25, of Cope Creek Rd., was charged
with misdemeanor possession of stolen goods/property, mis-
demeanor larceny. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

Michael Dean Owle, 54, of Hillcrest Ave., Maryville, Tenn.,
was charged with driving while license revoked, injury to per-
sonal property, hit and run leaving scene of accident. An un-
secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

Eric Michael Bengivenga, 20, of Manor Trace, was charged
with resisting a public officer. No bond was set. 

Stephen Ray Bengivenga, 20, of Sylva, was charged with
resisting a public officer. No bond was set. 

August 6
Richard Daniel Bird, 46, of Myers Dr., Cherokee, was

charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, felony posses-
sion of cocaine. No bond was set. 

Elizabeth Katherine Carserino, 53, of Sylva, was charged
with larceny of a motor vehicle, identity theft, financial card
theft. A secured bond of $25,000 was set. 

August 7
Hugo Tomas Lozao alvarado, 28, of Rhodes Cove, was

charged with failure to appear for no operators license, resist-
ing a public officer, reckless driving. A secured bond of $500
was set. 

Brandon James Mathis, 30, of Triangle Rd., Tuckaseegee,
was issued a warrant for arrest for assault with a deadly
weapon, communicating threats. A secured bond of $10,000
was set. 

David Lee Fisher, 55, of Eclipse Dr., was charged with pos-
session of a firearm by a felon, assault on a female. No bond
was set. 

August 8
Aaron Levi Owle, 25, of Tooni Branch Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to appear for possession of marijuana up
to 1/2 oz, possession of counterfeit instrument/ currency. A
secured bond of $7,500 was set. 

Cecelia Belle Bigwitch, 30, of Blue Wing Rd., Cherokee,
was charged with failure to appear for possession of a stolen
motor vehicle. A secured bond of $4,000 was set. 

August 9
Douglas Christopher Jones, 42, of Dog Leg Rd., Whittier,

was charged with operating a vehicle with no insurance, driv-
ing while license revoked not impaired revocation. A secured
bond of $500 was set. Jamie V. Ashe made the arrest. 

Savannah Kay Huskey, 20, of Wolftown Rd., Cherokee,
was charged with possession of stolen goods/property, mis-
demeanor larceny. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

Samantha Nicole Namotka, 23, of Sparks Dr., was charged
with possession of stolen goods. An unsecured bond of $5,000
was set. 

Stephen Elton Fish, 51, of Manor Trace. was charged with
communicating threats. No bond was set. 

August 10
Brad Steven Ohlson, 56, of Mill Creek Rd., Cullowhee, was

charged with failure to appear for assault with a deadly
weapon. A secured bond of $2,000 was set.
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Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
FFaaiitthhffuullllyy ggiivviinngg ttoo

ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess

4462 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • (828) 371-0992

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Nantahala Hiking Club will Hike Wilderness Falls, Frolictown Falls and
Granny Burrell Falls in Panthertown Valley on Aug. 14, 10 a.m. Explore
three waterfalls in the valley with one stream crossing. For reserva-
tions, call leader is Laura Lauffert at (919)444-1478.

Prentiss Church Food Pantry will be open on Thursday, Aug. 19, 2
to 5:30 p.m. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane. For more in-
formation, call (828)369-3885.

Red Cross Blood Drives are being held in Franklin Friday, Aug. 20,
from 1 to 6 p.m., at Discover Church, 47 Macon Center Drive; and in
Highlands on Friday, Aug. 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Highlands
School, 545 Pierson Drive; and Monday, Aug. 23, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Community Bible Church, 3645 Cashiers Rd. To donate blood,
bring a blood donor card or driver’s license or two other forms of iden-
tification that are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of
age, weigh at least 110 pounds and are in generally good health may
be eligible to donate blood. High school students and others 18 years
of age and younger must meet certain height and weight requirements.

Jackson County Branch  of the NC NAACP Online August Mem-
bership Meeting is on Saturday, Aug. 21, at 10 a.m.  The topic for dis-
cussion will be, "Congressional Redistricting and Voter Suppression:
Updates and New Initiatives".  Email jcnaacp54ab@gmail.com to re-
ceive instructions to join online.  All are welcome.

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike to  Panthertown Valley Wilderness,
Frolictown Falls and Salt Rock Overlook on Saturday, Aug. 21. Good
combination of falls and overlooks. Dogs and children over 6 are wel-
come.  For reservations and more information, call leader Robin Lurie
at (954)632-7270. 

Nantahala Hiking Club will hike to Wesser Bald Tower for a Full Moon
hike on Sunday, Aug. 22. Hiking North on the Appalachian Trail from
Tellico Gap ascend 700'. Return by way of the fire access road. You
will need a headlamp and trekking pole. Bring water, snacks and cam-
era. Hike limited to 5 people. Confirm by emailing David Heck at
dheck.linuxmail@gmail.com with subject line “Wesser Bald Tower Full
Moon Hike”. Include your phone # in the email. 

Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church Food Pantry will be held
on Wednesday, Aug. 25, from 4 to 6 p.m. The church is located at 86
E. Hickory Knoll Rd. For more information, call  the church at(828)369-
9300 or Jannie at (813)305-9433.

Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin will meet on Thursday, Aug. 26,
6:30 p.m., at First Christian Church, 156 Belleview Park Road for the
election of officers followed by a presentation on Montana sapphires by
club member Tom Parker. 

Macon County Art Association  Encaustic Painting Classes will be
held on Fridays,  Aug. 27, Sept. 3 and 17, Oct. 29, from 10 a.m.  to 12
p.m.,  at the Uptown Gallery 30 E Main St., Franklin.  For more infor-
mation, call Karen Smith, at karen@programservices.org

Smoky Mountains Veteran Stand Down will be held on Thursday,
Sept. 16, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Robert C. Carpenter Community
Building, 1288 Georgia Rd. Haircuts, dental screening, medical, edu-
cation, employment resources, veteran’s benefits, legal, housing, men-
tal health, and ministry. Lunch will be provided. Bring your VA ID card
or DD-214 if possible. For more information call Macon County Vet-
eran Services at (828)349-2151. 

AL-ANON Family Groups In-person meeting with Covid 19 Preven-
tive Measures is held each Thursday, noon at  First  Presbyterian
Church, 471 Main St., Highlands. An AL-ANON Zoom Meeting is held
on Saturday, 10:15 a.m. ID:889-3772-7928 Password: EasyDoesit or
call to speak with a member of AL-ANON at (828)342-6866. 

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous In-person meetings with Covid 19
Preventive Measures are held on Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. at No Wrong Door,
102 Thomas Heights Rd., Sunday at 1 p.m.,  Monday, Wednesday and
Friday 5:30 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66
Harrison Ave., Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  Thursday, noon at St. Agnes Episcopal
Church on 66 Church St.,  7 p.m. at St. Cyprians Episcopal Church, 216
Roller Mill Rd. On Line Meeting  information is available by visiting
www.aawnc80.org. or to speak with a member of A.A. call  (828)349-4357.  

Thursday Painters meet on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the
Environmental Research Center to fellowship and paint. All skill levels
and mediums are welcome. Participants are responsible for their own
project and a bag lunch. For more information call The Uptown Gallery
at (828-)49-4607 or  Pat Mennenger at pm14034@yahoo.com. See
more about Macon County Art Association at
franklinuptowngallery.com.

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop
just off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.
Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For
more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Slow Spokes Franklin, a bicycle riding group, meets every Tues-
day at 6:30 p.m., at FROG headquarters for a ride on the Greenway.
Ride begins at 6:45 p.m., at an easy pace, with several options of start-
ing and stopping according to riders’ needs. Find them on Facebook
at Slow Spokes, Franklin, NC, or  call (828)371-4925. 

Historic TM Rickman Store is closed until further notice. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club  Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S. While allowing play without
masks, current regulations require all players to be fully vaccinated.
For more information, call Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or email Lar-
ryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m., featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

First Alliance Church is holding Sunday Service  at 10:30 a.m.  Sun-
day School (all ages) will be at 9:30 a.m.  Senior Pastor Scott Eichel-
berger, will continue his message as part of his series on Genesis.
The church is located in Franklin at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack,
next door to Trimont Christian Academy).

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday,  Aug. 22, 11 a.m.,  Rev. Dr. Kather-
ine R.B. Greysen  will share on “Pulled by Vision: Are We Where We
Set Out to Be?” The church is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., be-
hind the Gazebo Restaurant in Heritage Hollow.

An informational meeting about a men's Bible Study Fellowship
Group starting in Franklin will be held on Aug. 24, at Discover Church,
47 Macon Center Drive, Franklin. More information about Bible Study
Fellowship can be found at bsfinternational.org.

Bob Sellers will perform in Concert at Ridgecrest Baptist Church
on Sunday, Sept. 5, 6 p.m. For more information, call (828)371-4711
or (828)524-7700. 

Franklin First United Methodist Church Sunday In-person Wor-
ship is held at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. or on Facebook at Franklin First United
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video.  They follow
COVID-19 health protocols for in-person worship.  Plan to arrive early for
check in, masks are required. The church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue
in downtown Franklin; senior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more infor-
mation, call (828)524.3010 or visit us at http://www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is Wednes-
days, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For more in-
formation, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its sanc-
tuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is observed and safety
measures are in place.  Services are also streamed online on the Pren-
tiss Church of God Facebook page. The church is located at  59 Church
Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are optional.
The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church, Franklin Services are held Rite I, 8
a.m. without music and Rite II,  10:15 a.m. with music, every Sunday.
First and third Sundays at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St. and sec-
ond and fourth Sundays at St. Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd.
Sunday 10:15 a.m. services can be viewed live on the website:
www.allsaintsfranklin.org 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heritage-Garage-Doors/105361076195830
https://www.facebook.com/kayleesclosetfranklin/
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YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DINING

(828) 634 -1974

Located between the roundabouts, across from the new Smart Pharmacy

Lunch:  Mon - Fri   11am - 2pm
Dinner:  Thu - Sat   5pm - ??

Bakery 10am - 4pm

91 Georgia Rd. • Franklin, NC

$$88 LLUUNNCCHH 
SSPPEECCIIAALLSS

DDIINNNNEERR FFOORR
TTWWOO $$3300

★

Sunday – Thursday   11am – 4pm
Friday – Saturday   11am – 9pm

828.524.0099 • 86 W Main St, Franklin, NC

★

★

★

New
Hours
New
Hours

24 Iotla Street • Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC
ROOTANDBARREL.COM

Featuring Macon County’s Wagyu Beef
from Providence Farmstead & Slanted 

Window wines from Senamore Vineyards.

Hours: Tues.–Thurs.  12-8pm  •  Fri. & Sat.  12-9pm
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm
Closed Sun

263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

EATING OUT

Fourth annual Hook, Line & Drinker Festival returns this Saturday 
The Jackson County Chamber of Com-

merce will present the fourth annual Hook,
Line and Drinker Festival on Saturday, Aug.
21, 2021. The event will be held from 3-7
p.m., at the Bridge Park Pavilion in Sylva,
N.C.

The festival features fly fishing guides
and fishing industry vendors;
food trucks; children’s activi-
ties; music by the Carolina Soul
Band; clean water, outdoor ac-
tivity and wildlife advocates;
and WNC craft beer vendors.
This event is typically held each
May but due to the Covid 19
pandemic, the festival was can-
celed in 2020 and postponed
until Aug., 21, 2021.

In December of 2019, the
Southeast Tourism Society
(STS) named the Hook, Line
and Drinker Festival one of
their Top 20 Events in the
Southeast for 2020.

There is always live music by
some of the region's most popu-
lar bands. The Carolina Soul Band will per-
form classic soul/R&B/rock/pop/beach hits
from 3-7 p.m. in 2021.

Admission to the family friendly Hook,
Line and Drinker Festival on Saturday, Aug.
21 is $5. Children 12 and under are admit-
ted for free. Reusable Hook, Line & Drinker
souvenir cups are included in the price of ad-
mission for all. Souvenir cups are required
for craft beer vendor purchases by adults 21

and older.  
A portion of net proceeds from the festi-

val will benefit Trout Unlimited's “Trout in

the Classroom” programming for 2021-22
and the "Kids Fishing Day" program at the
Jackson County Parks and Recreation De-
partment.

Jackson County is the proud home of the
WNC Fly Fishing Trail® and the NC Trout
Capital®. The WNC Fly Fishing Trail® fea-

tures 15 hot fishing spots that run from the
northern end of the county to the southern end

along the Tuckaseigee River. Jackson
County is stocked with more trout than any
other county in the state and is home to the
largest recorded rainbow trout caught in N.C.

New for 2021, organizers are excited to
introduce the event's very own festival
brew. This special seasonal craft beer is a

"Hook, Line and Drinker
Kolsch," and was created by In-
novation Brewing in Sylva
(Dillsboro & Cullowhee). Pro-
ceeds from each pint sold will
benefit the Jackson County
Chamber of Commerce's con-
tinued operation of the festival.

Masks are preferred when not
eating or drinking. Hand sani-
tizer will be available at each
vendor booth and a limited
number of face masks. It is-
strongly recommend that any-
one who is not vaccinated to
please wear a mask and keep a
safe social distance. 

For more information, visit
the festival website at
www.hooklinedrinkerfest.com,

call the organizers at 828-586-2155 or visit
the Festival's Facebook page.

The Carolina Soul Band

https://www.facebook.com/bakeryfranklin
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
https://www.facebook.com/Motor-Company-Grill-129156600466565
https://www.facebook.com/Las-Margaritas-Mexican-Restaurant-113686940762738
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Free Entertainment Every Saturday!
Pickin' on the Square is fun, free, weekly entertainment most Saturday nights throughout the summer.

Main entertainment starts at approximately 7:00 p.m.
For more information call 828-524-2516   Donnie Clay - Coordinator

BRYANT’S
ANTIQUE MALL

(828) 524-0280 • 10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC  28763
Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5:30pm

Open Everyday

OOnnee ooff NNoorrtthh CCaarroolliinnaa’’ss LLaarrggeesstt AAnnttiiqquuee MMaallllss

• Running Boards
• Tonneau Covers

• Ladder
Racks

• Tool Boxes
• Hitches
• Grill Guards

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATION’S #1 SPRAYED-IN BED LINER

NEW STORE HOURS! 
MON-FRI  10-7 

SAT  9-9 • SUN  12-5

BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

We’ve got
you covered

24 E. MAIN ST.
FRANKLIN, NC
828.369.7300

Arise & Shine
Thrift Store

Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. 

Franklin, NC
(828) 634-0217

Hours:  Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

WE ARE NOW OPEN & RESTOCKED
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY!Rusted Arrow 

Market
Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques

828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

Estate Jewelry, Fine Diamonds, 
Precious Gems, Watch Batteries.

882288..336699..99444400 3388 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

JEWELERSTThhee BBeesstt SSmmaallll JJeewweellrryy
SSttoorree iinn tthhee MMoouunnttaaiinnss..

UUPP TTOO 7700%% OOFFFF!!

www.booksunlimitednc.com

A book is a present you
can open again and again

Books Unlimited
60 East Main St. • Franklin, NC  

(828) 369-7942
suzanne@booksunlimitednc.com

RRUUSSTT&&
RREELLIICCSS

7711 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 
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This weekend we will have the band Empty Pockets, featuring some great singing by. Mr. Conrad Hefner, Sara Bird, and
Mr. Mike Holt. They are a great group of great singers singing all of your favorite songs. They will be doing some country,
pop, oldies, old rock and southern gospel – just a mixed variety of music.

So bring yourself a chair and be ready to enjoy yourself. The concert starts at 7:00 p.m. Remember, these concerts are
brought to you by the Town of Franklin, free of charge. So come to the gazebo in downtown Franklin this Saturday. See you
there.

Oh, Empty Pockets called and wanted to know if I would set in with them, too. So, I’m excited and can’t wait to see you.
Donnie Clay, Coordinator for Pickin’ on the Square

https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/LeAnders-Jewelers-596689260709091/
https://www.smokeymountainauctioncompany.hibid.com
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
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Tips for drying flowers 
Melinda Myers – Guest columnist

Enjoy and share the beauty of your flower garden all year
long.  Pick and dry a few flowers to use in flower arrange-
ments, craft projects or as gifts for friends and family. 

Pick the flowers when they are at peak bloom and blos-
soms are dry. Cut flowers for drying mid-day when they
contain less moisture to reduce the dry time.

Use a bypass pruner or garden scissors to cut the stems
above a set of healthy leaves.  Remove the foliage and gather
them into small bundles.   Secure the stems with rubber
bands that contract as the stems shrink and continue holding
them tight.  Use a spring-loaded clothespin to hang the bun-
dles from a hanger, clothes line or nail.  Allow the flowers
to dry in a warm, dark, dust-free location.

Flat-faced flowers like daisies tend to close a bit when
dried upside down.  Try laying them face down on a flat sur-
face.  Simply cut off the stem and place the flowers face
down on newspaper in a warm, dry location.  Once dried,
you can glue them in place or use florist wire to create stems
for arranging. 

And don’t forget to pick a few seedpods from perennials
and ornamental grasses.  These have dried, for the most part,
on the plants and
make great addi-
tions to your dried
flower arrange-
ments and projects.

Consider taking
a trip to your local
florist or craft store
for more ideas and
materials for dry-
ing delicate flow-
ers.   Silica sand
works well for del-
icate blossoms like
iris as well as roses,
mums and more.
Simply fill the bot-
tom inch of a con-
tainer with silica
sand.   Remove all
but an inch of the
flower stem. Place
the flower, stem
side up or on its
side, on the surface
of the silica sand.
Gently pour silica sand over the flowers until completely
covered.  Follow label directions.  Most flowers dried this
way maintain their beauty when dried in silica sand. Just use
a small paint brush to gently remove any remaining sand.

Test flowers for dryness before putting them in an
arrangement or storing for future use. Carefully rub a piece
of the flower between your fingers. If it feels dry, it is ready
to use. If it still feels moist, continue letting them dry.

Store extra dried flowers in a location with low humidity
and away from direct sunlight. Consider loosely wrapping
with newspaper or kraft paper to prevent crushing and place
in a box until needed.

Whichever drying method you choose, the result is the
same – year-round enjoyment of your garden’s beauty. 

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including The Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything” DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated  Melinda’s Garden Moment  TV & radio program.
Myers is a columnist and contributing editor for “Birds &
Blooms”  magazine. Her web site
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Lavender dries relatively quickly and re-
tains the best color when dried in a low
humidity, dark location.

Photo courtesy of  Melinda Myers, LLC

A trio of quinces pretty enough to eat  
Dr. Bob Gilbert – Columnist

Well, the lumpers and splitters
have been at it again.  This time
after years of scholarly work
they have divided quinces into
three separate genera (plural for
more than one genus).  All three
that I am going to describe be-
long to the rose family; all three
produce somewhat similar apple
or pear looking fruits called
pomes; all three are cousins of
apples and pears also pome pro-
ducers; all three have beautiful blooms in early spring; and all
three are deciduous.  They have slight differences that separate
them. 

The most common quince is the Japanese Quince or Common
Flowering Quince, now Chaenomeles (ke nom e les) spe-
ciosa.  Chaeno is Greek for gapping or mouth and meles
translated from Greek means melon.  Perhaps this means a
melon that can be eaten or go in a mouth?  This is the
quince we most often seen blooming all over town in April-
May.  It is an upright shrub that can grow to 6-10 feet tall.
The waxy blooms appear in clusters and vary from red,
pink, orange to white.  There are also a large numbers of
cultivars.  The blooms have both the male and female parts
making it a hermaphrodite.  Often it is grown as a hedge.
Its branches have spiny spurs that look similar to thorns
and feel the same. It looks best if it is grown naturally and
not sheared.  It is hardy to zone 5.  Seeds are easy to ger-
minate but remember that most of the available plants are
cultivars.  That means that only a very low percentage of
the seedings will look like the parent. But then you might
get something special?   It is best to propagate it by cut-
tings if you want a duplicate. The fruits are extremely hard
but if left on the plant until cold temperatures come they
soften some and ripen. The green unripen fruits are very astrin-
gent and are not abundantly produced.  

The second Quince is only occasionally found and easily con-
fused with the Common Flowering Japanese Quince.  This one
is the Chinese Quince Pseudocydonia (soo do si do ni a).  Cy-
donia is an ancient city in Crete. Pseudo means false.  Chinese
quince does not have spurs or spines which easily separates it
from the Japanese.  Its flower colors are limited to pink and are
produced singly not in clusters.  It
also has beautiful flaking bark.
Neither of these quinces are dif-
ficult to grow and have no special
soil requirements. They are hardy
to zone 5 and grow to about 10
feet.   The Chinese species can be
found in fruit tree nursery cata-
logs.  It has similar pomes that are
pale green to yellowish when
ripe.

The third quince that we might
be able to grow here is actually a
tree Cydonia oblonga. Some-
times it is called the True Quince.
It has single attractive pink
blooms opening after the leaves emerge in the spring.  Although
this can be a very attractive tree in the landscape it is more often
grown in orchards for its bright yellow fruit. When ripe the fruit
can be eaten raw. It is native to Asia, Turkey, Iran and
Afghanistan.  Some speculate that Adam in the Garden of Eden
ate a quince because apples were not introduced to that region
until much later. It also is self-pollinating. 

Cydonia fruit have been credited for many medicinal remedies
such as cancer, diabetes, hepatitis, ulcer, respiratory and urinary
functions. 

I have never seen this plant growing anywhere. That could be

because I was not in the right place when it was blooming or
when there was mature fruit which would have made identifi-
cation easier. This species can be trained as a bonsai. Cydonia
oblonga produces larger amounts of fruit compared to the other
quinces.  Occasionally I have seen fresh quince pomes offered
in supermarkets.

What is unique about all the quinces is that the fruit has more
pectin in it than any other fruit.  Pectin is what makes jelly gel.
In fact, the name marmalade is derived from the Portuguese
name for quince-mamo. Also, quince fruits have high amounts
of Vitamin C.

Quince cheese or paste is now often found in specialty food
stores.  It is a thick jelly made from the quince pulp.  The trick
in cooking quince is to wait until the fruit is soft and ripe. It is
very bitter when not ripe. If you find quinces in the supermar-
ket and they are still hard put them in a plastic bag for a few
days with an apple.  Apples produce ethylene gas which will
make fruit ripen. The paste is sold in squares or blocks, sliced

thin it can be spread over toast or on sandwiches, it can be a
snack or paired with a cheese like Manchego. 

One word of caution: These plants belong to the rose family
thus are subjected to the same pathogens as roses.  Most people
who grow roses have many varieties which create many oppor-
tunities for insects and diseases.  It is not likely that these same
pathogens will find an isolated quince plant.  

Growing up we always had a quince growing somewhere.
Now I live in the shade and have to
enjoy those growing close to the
road.

How to make Quince Cheese 
or Paste (Membrillo)
4 pounds of quince
2 vanilla pods split 
2 strips of lemon zest
3 Tb lemon juice
sugar
1. Bring water to a boil add split

vanilla pods and lemon zest plus the
washed, peeled and chopped fruit,
cook until very soft

2. Puree in food processor; meas-
ure the puree and add equal amounts sugar

3. Heat until sugar dissolves, then add lemon juice
4. Cook at low heat 1.5 hours until thick and deep orange pink
5. Preheat oven to 125, line baking dish with buttered parch-

ment paper, pour in paste, cook 1-plus hours until thick then
cool.

Dr. Bob Gilbert, now living in Franklin, is co-founder of Smith
Gilbert Gardens in Kennesaw, Ga.

Karen Lawrence is a professional botanical and wildlife pho-
tographer from Franklin.  

Dr. Bob Gilbert

Quince Photos by Karen Lawrence
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Call Michael Wiercinski

Mountain Rock Wealth Management

828.777.5752 175 E. Main St., Franklin, NC

Investing for
Retirement?

David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Because Funeral Care
Shouldn’t Cost So Much

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

“It is not his to boast who loveth his country,
but it is his who loveth the world.”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH
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Gwen Stone Taylor
Gwen Stone Taylor, 63, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus, on Saturday, Aug. 14,
2021.

Born in Charlotte, N.C., she
was the daughter of Sylvia Free-
man Stone and the late Wayne
Stone. In addition to her dad, she
was preceded in death by a sister,
Sheila Stephens. 

She retired from Macon
County Department of Social
Services, where she had worked
in Human Resources; and had
previously worked as a social
worker with the Lumberton Po-
lice Department. She graduated from UNC Pembroke. 

While living in Franklin, she was an active member at Iotla
Baptist Church, where she served as church clerk; sang in the
choir; and was on the Vacation Bible School committee. She had
a passion for Main Street programs of downtown Franklin; and
served as president for the Streets of Franklin Heritage Associa-
tion. She was co-owner of The Dusty Pallet in Franklin. The
thing Gwen enjoyed most, was spending time with her family,
especially her only granddaughter, Macie.

She is survived by her mother, Sylvia Freeman Stone of Lum-
berton, N.C.; husband of 27 years, Matt Taylor; daughter, Sharon
Bennett (Todd) of Franklin; and granddaughter, Macie Bennett;
a sister, Teresa McNeill (Mark); brother, Michael Stone; brother-
in-law, Gregory Stephens; nephews, Marcus McNeill and Andy
Locklear; and numerous cousins.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday, Aug. 24, at  2 p.m., at
Iotla Baptist Church with Rev. Brandon Breedlove and Rev.
Steve Reeves officiating. Burial will be in the Iotla Baptist
Church cemetery. The family will receive friends from 1 to 2
p.m., one hour prior to the service at Iotla Baptist Church.

Pallbearers will be Roland Mock, Clayton Oxendine, Frank
Belanger, Rodney Vanhook, Terry Freeman, and Charles Hal-
iburton.

The family respectfully ask for masks to be worn and safe so-
cial distancing be practiced.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Streets of
Franklin Heritage Association, 52 E. Main St., Franklin, NC
28734.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Gwen Stone Taylor

Mattie Jo Guest Hurst
Mattie Jo Guest Hurst, 86, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with her Lord on Friday, Aug. 13,
2021.

Born in Macon County, she
was the daughter of the late John
Coley and Nina Crisp Guest. In
addition to her parents, she was
preceded by her husband of 68
years, Claude William Hurst; and
siblings, Edith Ann Barnes, Nina
Inez Hurst, Edgar Guest, Clyde
Guest, John Lenis Guest, and
Tommy Guest.  She retired from
the telephone company and was
a member of the Sugarfork Bap-
tist Church. She will forever be remembered for her quick smile
and true kindness to others.

She is survived by three sons, William E. Hurst (Becky P),
Richard E. Hurst (Becky R), and John Hurst, all of Franklin; three
granddaughters, Crystal Parker, Kristina Morales and Stephanie
Hurst; and seven great grandchildren, Savannah, Kandice, Cas-
sidy, and Lance Parker, Marco, David, and Brian Morales; a sis-
ter, Jeanne Woodard, of Franklin; and several nieces and
nephews.

A graveside service was held on Tuesday, Aug. 17, at the Sug-
arfork Baptist Church cemetery.  Rev. Gene Hawkins and Rev.
Steve Reeves officiated.

Pallbearers were Marco Morales, Clinton Bryson, Bruce
Mason, Tommy Mason, Malvin Spadlin, and Rich Stewman.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Gideons Inter-
national, PO Box 372, Franklin, NC 28744.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Mattie Jo Guest Hurst

Sandra Holder Reece
Sandra Holder Reece, 61, of Clyde, N.C., passed away Fri-

day, Aug. 6, 2021.  She was born in Haywood County, Dec. 27,
1959, to the late William Carol Holder and Virginia Fincher
Holder. She had worked at Ingles Supermarket in Waynesville
and at Franklin Ingles on the Georgia Road.  She loved cook-
ing, going to the beach, and planting a garden and she loved
spending time with all seven grandchildren.  She had a heart of
gold and was a very caring person.  Later in life she found her
biological father, Sam Greene and had a great relationship with
him until his death.

She is survived by her sons, Andrew Elliott Horton (Erin
Reece) of Waynesville, James Dustin Reece and Brandon
Robert Reece (Shannon Horton) both of Clyde, N.C.; a daugh-
ter, Angela Diane Horton (Will Sill) of New Kent, Va.; broth-
ers, Tommy Holder and Michael Holder; a sister, Joann Queen
Beck of Clyde; seven grandchildren, Natalie Sill, Buck Sill,
Levi Reece, Ada Reece, Emmy Reece, Amos Horton and Eve-
lyn Horton.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held at a later date. 
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the

Reece family.  
Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuner-

alhome.com.

James Augustus Seay
James Augustus Seay, 93, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021.

Born in Macon County, he
was the son of the late James
Harrison and Mary Etta Raby
Seay. In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by his
wife, Bessie McConnell Seay;
and siblings, Bessie Baker, Es-
ther Seay, Annie Boekelheide,
Irene Sowder, Charles Seay,
Frank Seay, and Thomas J.
Seay. 

He was a member of Mt.
Hope Baptist Church and at-
tended Bethel United Methodist
Church. He served in the Army and was a Purple Heart recipient
of the Korean War. 

He is survived by his daughters, Karen Crabtree (Steve) of
Franklin and Margaret McConnell (Mark) of Franklin; and
grandchildren, Stephan Crabtree, Timothy Crabtree, Samuel
Crabtree, Matthew McConnell, and Christopher McConnell; 10
great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held Sunday Aug. 15, at Bethel United
Methodist Church Cemetery with Chaplain Emily Beaver offici-
ating. Military Honors were provided by VFW Post 7339 and
American Legion Post 108.

Pallbearers were Stephan Crabtree, Timothy Crabtree, Samuel
Crabtree, Matthew McConnell, Christopher McConnell, and Joe
Breedlove.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Program, Charles George VAMC, 1100 Tunnel Rd.
Asheville, NC 28805.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements. 

James Augustus Seay

https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve (828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,

Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

NASCAR NEWS

Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

INDIANAPOLIS – The first NASCAR Cup Series road
course race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway was full of
drama – for A.J. Allmendinger, who led only the last two
laps of overtime to secure his second career NASCAR Cup
Series victory Sunday, and for those who fell short of the
cherished trophy in an action-packed final few laps.
Denny Hamlin was leading the race on the final restart

with two laps to go before being hit from behind by rookie
Chase Briscoe in Turn 10, just before Briscoe was supposed
to serve a penalty for running off-course earlier in the lap. In-
stead of winning, Hamlin finished 23rd and Briscoe, 26th.
With those two cars derailed, Allmendinger moved up

from third place to take the lead and hold off Ryan Blaney
and Kyle Larson by .929-second.
Before the race, Allmendinger shrugged off any sugges-

tions that he shouldn't be considered an odds-on favorite de-
spite his impressive road course background. This season
he’s competing fulltime in the NASCAR Xfinity Series for
Kaulig Racing and Sunday marked only his fourth NASCAR
Cup Series start of the year.
But the former open-wheel star has an Indianapolis 500

start, leading 27 laps in a seventh-place finish in 2013 and
this iconic track has long been considered hallowed ground
by the 39-year old Californian.
“We just won at Indy, what’s up," Allmendinger yelled to-

ward the grandstands after screaming in excitement on his
team radio during his entire victory doughnut celebration in
the No. 16 Kaulig Racing Chevrolet at Indianapolis’ famed
yard of bricks start/finish line.
“I mean, it was survival of the fittest," Allmendinger said.

“We probably had like an eighth, tenth-place car, sped on pit
road. I thought we were going to finish 12th to 15th and then
those restarts were just insane.
“It’s great when you have a car owner that just says, ‘go

get me trophies’. He doesn’t care if that thing is torn up."
As Allmendinger was in the midst of his victory celebra-

tion, Hamlin walked through the smoke, down Indianapolis
pit road to find Briscoe and discuss the incident.
“It’s just lack of awareness," Hamlin said of Briscoe.
“I agree it’s not on purpose, but my team told me he had

a penalty right away and to me, it’s obvious. If you cut the
race track and end up in the lead, you’re going to have a
penalty.
“Lack of awareness. Race me for a lap. He went right in

the back of me. We can’t race that way. I don’t think he did
it maliciously. I’ve raced with him for a year now and he’s
not that kind of person. Just bad judgement."
“I can accept it [Briscoe’s explanation to him]," Hamlin

continued. “The roles have been reversed a couple times, I
mean I’ve been doing this a long time and I’ve been on the
giving end of mistakes, so I get it. To me, it’s just a lack of
situational awareness. Obviously, you’re going to get a

AJ Allmendinger wins wild
NASCAR Cup race at Indy

understand. He has been there when you are try-
ing to get your first win and especially in our
Playoff situation, you have to do what you have
to do.
“That is what I get paid to do and that is what

I was trying to do."
“I’m sorry it ruined his day, that was never my intention,"

Briscoe continued. “I don’t want to wreck anyone for the
win. I’ve never done that in my life."
After winning seven races last season, Hamlin is winless

in 2021 with only two races remaining. And his 23rd-place
finish cost him the championship points lead he’d held since
the second race of the year in February. Briscoe was trying
to win his first career NASCAR Cup Series race which is es-
sentially the only thing that could put him in the Playoffs at
this point as he is ranked
Larson’s third place run was good enough to move the

five-race winner atop the standings, but Hamlin still secured

penalty if you go off the race track like he did. I’m not like,
furious, it just sucks.”
For his part, Briscoe acknowledged his part of the inci-

dent but insisted he did not intentionally wreck Hamlin. He
said he was glad to try and sort things out after the race.
“I explained to him that I didn’t even know I had a penalty

until I got to Turn 10," Briscoe said. “If I knew I had a
penalty, there was no need for me to even try to pass him for
the win. If I would have known that earlier, I would have
done my stop-and-go and went on. As I understand it, at the
moment in time I could still win the race and I was going
for it and got into him accidentally.
“I think at the end [in discussing it) he kind of started to

AJ Allmendinger, driver of the #16 Hyperice
Chevrolet, celebrates in victory lane after winning
the NASCAR Cup Series Verizon 200 at the Brick-
yard at Indianapolis Motor Speedway on Aug. 15,
2021 in Indianapolis, Ind. 

Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

At left, Allmendinger (L) and Matt Kaulig, owner of
Kaulig Racing celebrate by kissing the yard of
bricks after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Ver-
izon 200 at the Brickyard.

Photo by Stacy Revere/Getty Images

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
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537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Equipment Sales, Repair & Rental.
Pickup & Delivery Available

We are now a
Gravely Dealer!

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM Sat 8AM-12PM

Gold City Storage
Call 800-713-7767

goldcitystorage.com

5 Acres of 
Outside Storage

10 Units of 
Inside Storage

Electronic 
Access

9410 Sylva Rd. Hwy. 441
Franklin, NC

a Playoff berth.
A pileup on the first overtime restart forced the double

overtime period with six cars – including the two Richard
Childress Racing cars vying for the final Playoff position -
collected and eliminated as they negotiated a tricky Turn 5-
6 combination with curbing issues that troubled the com-
petitors all day.

With 11 laps to go, it appeared Larson would be picking
up his fourth road course victory of the year as he held a
commanding 4-second lead on the field. But a debris caution
came out forcing the team’s hand in pitting or gambling on
a better restart position.

All but five cars pitted. Hamlin stayed out to take the lead
in front of Kurt Busch, Matt DiBenedetto, Ryan Newman
and Briscoe.

Larson led the pit parade in for tires and came out first -
sixth position on track; followed by his Hendrick Motor-
sports teammate William Byron and Joe Gibbs Racing’s
Kyle Busch and Martin Truex, who filled out the top 10 for
the restart with six laps remaining. 

With a highly-moti-
vated Hamlin out front –
still looking for his first
victory of the season after
winning seven times last
year – he fought off
Briscoe to hold the lead
on older tires. Battling fu-
riously for position just
behind them, a nine-car
accident in Turns 5-6
brought out a red flag as
NASCAR officials spent
nearly 20 minutes actually
removing some of the
curbing that contributed to
the melee.

The incident involved
nine cars, eliminating
frontrunners William Byron, Joey Logano, Daniel Suarez
and Christopher Bell. Byron, had been in the top five when
he hit the curbing. Just behind him Martin Truex Jr. spun
then Logano and then Suarez.

Elliott finished fourth with DiBenedetto taking fifth place
– his third top five of the season. Kurt Busch, Erik Jones,
Allmendinger’s teammate Justin Haley, Xfinity Series cham-
pionship leader Austin Cindric and former Indy winner Ryan
Newman rounded out the top 10.

“Wild is not a crazy enough term for what that was,"
DiBenedetto said of the afternoon.

With two races remaining to set the 16-driver Playoff
field, the NASCAR Cup Series races returns to the big oval
next in the FireKeepers Casino 400 at Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway (3 p.m. ET on NBCSN, MRN and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio).

Austin Cindric fulfills dream with win at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway Road Course
INDIANAPOLIS – It was essentially a storybook ending

for Austin Cindric Saturday afternoon in the Pennzoil 150 at

the Brickyard and the 22-year old with Hoosier roots ap-
propriately celebrated his first win at the renowned Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway Road Course by singing “Back
Home Again in Indiana” as he took a victory lap.

Cindric easily out-paced the NASCAR Xfinity Series field
by 2.108-seconds to take his series best fifth victory of the
year and 13th of his career. It marked the second win on the
day for the Team Penske Racing, which won an NTT Indy-
Car race earlier at the renowned Indianapolis facility now
owned by Roger Penske himself.

The president of Team, Penske, Tim Cindric, met his son
in Victory Lane to celebrate – hugs, high-fives and pat-on-
the-backs everywhere. Indiana is the Cindric family home
for generations.

“Unbelievable and first of all I’ve got to thank Roger
Penske for every opportunity I’ve had in my career and
every opportunity he’s given race fans to enjoy this beauti-
ful facility,” a grinning Cindric said.

“To win at this facility is amazing,” Cindric said, adding,
“What this place means to me, I can’t even put into words

what this means.
“Proud to be

here, proud to
win for Roger
and proud to win
at The Speedway.
There’s nothing
bigger.”

Cindric led a
race-best 29 of
the 62 laps on the
14-turn, 2.439-
mile Indianapolis
road course, tak-
ing the lead for
good with 17 laps
remaining and
pulling away to a
nearly four-sec-

ond advantage at one point. Polesitter and Stage 2 winner
A.J. Allmendinger finished runner-up for the second con-
secutive week at a road course track.

Allmendinger’s Kaulig Racing teammate – also an Indi-
ana native – Justin Haley finished third and won Stage 1.

Reigning NASCAR Cup Series champion Chase Elliott
rallied to a fourth-place finish despite finding out only hours
earlier that he would substitute for Michael Annett, in the
JR Motorsports No. 1 Chevrolet so Annett could continue
recovering from a leg injury.

“I was actually still asleep this morning when I got the
call,” Elliott said, noting that when he saw Hendrick Mo-
torsports Vice President Chad Knaus had called, he mo-
mentarily worried he’d slept through NASCAR Cup Series
practice and was getting fired.

Instead he rallied to an impressive finish and got some
time on the track in advance of Sunday’s NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race.

Another JR Motorsports driver, Noah Gragson finished
fifth. NASCAR Cup Series regular Austin Dillon, Myatt
Snider, Riley Herbst, Harrison Burton and road racing star

Andy Lally rounded out the top-10.
That was an important finish for Herbst, who entered the

13th in the championship, one position outside the Playoff
hunt. His work – which included 11 bonus points in the stage
finishes – was good enough to move up into that 12th posi-
tion, 10 points ahead of Annett.

The other two drivers still in Playoff contention with only
two races remaining to set the 12-driver field, Brandon
Brown and Ryan Sieg, both had troubles Saturday. Brown
was scored 34th of the 36 cars and did not finish after his
car suffered damage in a first lap incident. Sieg spun out in
the opening laps then had a tire go down later in the race,
finishing 32nd. They are now -41 (Brown) and -73 (Sieg)
points behind Herbst.

Burton’s top-10 result was also impressive considering he
was among eight drivers who got caught up in a first lap
mishap – cars going airborne as they ran over a “speed
bump” on the track’s outside skirt. Lally, an IMSA Weath-
erTech SportsCar Championship star and the 2011 NASCAR
Cup Series Rookie of the Year, has made only four previous
starts on the season and now has a pair of top 10s.

Certainly, however, the day and the moment belonged to
Cindric who ran his fastest laps of the race in the final few
circuits – the victory one of the most cherished moments in
his young career.

“It’s a racer’s dream,” Cindric said. “It’s not the win, it’s
getting to compete. I think everyone that walks into this
place knows what this means.”

The NASCAR Xfinity Series heads to Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway next week for the New Holland 250 (Sat-
urday, 3:30 p.m. ET on NBCSN, MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR
Radio).

https://www.goldcitystorage.com
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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NEWLY REMODELED unfurnished
Designer Hexagon Lake house only 2
miles from town in a private secure
community. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths with
a large deck, carport, round spa soak-
ing tub, panoramic glass floor to ceiling
windows. Central heat & A/C, full
kitchen, new flooring, new stove, re-
frigerator and dishwasher. Washer &
dryer. Perfect for 2 adults. Feel like you
are on vacation year round! Great cell
phone reception and internet. Yearly
rental only. Security deposit required.
Must have references. Only $875.00
per month Call: (828)524-3380 or
(828)342-8118.
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TIMES SQUARE PROPERTIES Multi-
ple professional office, spaces avail-
able within city limits ranging from
$250-$595 monthly. Residential units
coming soon! (828)200-7019.

 

 

  

 

   

 

Commercial Rentals

B   

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

Commercial Rentals

B   

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

2 ADJOINING 1 ACRE LOTS Gated
Community, Close to Town, Paved
Roads, Underground Utilities, Shared
Well, Mountain Views. (727)510-1482.
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AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
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CUSTOM BUILT HOME 2BD/1.5BA
Country Living at Its Best. Great Views,
Cowee Community, Central Heat/Air,
No Pets.  $950/monthly, First/Last/Se-
curity,  with References. Lease Agree-
ment Required.  (828)371-7760.

RV/CAMPER LOT Short distance to
town.  $325/month.  6-month minimum.
Includes water, sewer, and trash.  Text
your email address to (828)346-1200
for all the details.

TheMaconCountyNews.com

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

5. Weather-related Doppler
tool
6. Programs, for short
7. Insignificant
8. Hammer or sickle
9. Europe's highest volcano
10. Born, in bio
12. Marinara fruit
13. Ornamental hair net
14. *Grabbing penalty
19. Breath freshener
22. *Pre-game encourage-
ment

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: FOOTBALL

ACROSS
1. *Sports analyst, ex-wide
receiver Randy
5. Dashboard acronym
8. *Depth of an end zone, in
yards
11. Fencing blade
12. Weight not charged for
13. Young hog
15. Witnessed
16. Aroma
17. Nary a soul
18. *Line of ____
20. Spanish earthen pot
21. Pinocchio and the like
22. Bean house
23. Antonym of descent
26. Cycle taxi
30. Greek "t"
31. 50-50
34. Not happening
35. Newbies
37. Bert Bobbsey's twin
38. Like a neon sign
39. "Clueless" catch phrase
40. Not a desktop
42. Metal-bearing mineral
43. "Chim Chim Cher-ee"
setting
45. Relating to nose
47. Actors' group
48. Sink hole
50. Golf club handle
52. *3-point score
56. Make a canyon, e.g.
57. Not written
58. Racing sled
59. *"Purple People ____"
song, inspiration for Vikings
defensive line name
60. Like H. C. Andersen's
duckling
61. Poet Pound
62. *AFC counterpart
63. Dreaming stage of sleep
64. Daytime entertainment

DOWN
1. Hodgepodge
2. Oil cartel
3. Palm reader, e.g.
4. Old and mentally infirm

23. Rose oil
24. One's assertion
25. Collectible in a cabinet
26. *Fourth down option
27. Colonoscopy tract
28. Ancient assembly area
29. B in IBS
32. *Start of a football play
33. Goo on a trunk
3 6 . * S c r i m m a g e - r e l a t e d
penalty
38. Plant louse
40. Yule firewood

41. By word of mouth
44. Candle shape
46. English in Spanish
48. Mourner's song
49. Camelot, to Arthur
50. Tennis great Steffi
51. College officer-training prog.
52. *Number of downs to get
a first down
53. Anis-flavored aperitif
54. Site of Taj Mahal
55. *Lambeau Field jump
56. Poetic "even"

26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC   28734
(828)369-6767 • maconcountynews@gmail.com

SUBSCRIBE
FOR ONLY

Per Year
Includes Tax

$29.00
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Mon.–Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828) 369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

828-349-4500
In Otto Since 1998!

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

STOP IN!  CHECK 'EM OUT!

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

HIMALAYAN
KITTENS

Born July 8th

Blue Eyes,
Bushy Tails

$45
CALL

(828) 524-0261

PART TIME FB, Instagram and Social
Media. Experience Required for mar-
keting. Sarah. (770)757-7500.

MACON PROGRAM FOR
PROGRESS 0-5 Head Start is cur-
rently seeking bids for a Nutrition Con-
sultant to provide consulting services
including menu development, evalua-
tion and development of nutrition care
plans for children with special dietary
needs, evaluating and monitoring food
safety and sanitation practices, and
other nutrition related services as
needed.  Consultant must possess a
BS Degree in a related field and be li-
censed or certified.  Letters of Interest
should be submitted to Macon Pro-
gram for Progress, ATTN: HR Coordi-
nator, P.O. Box 700, Franklin, NC
28744 by 5:00 p.m. Friday, September
3, 2021.

MACON PROGRAM FOR
PROGRESS 0-5 Head Start is cur-
rently seeking bids for a Mental Health
Consultant.  The candidate selected
will work with children and families that
have been referred for services, pro-
viding counseling and therapy as nec-
essary.  The consultant will also work
closely with teachers to provide assis-
tance in a mental health curriculum as
well as consulting on managing chil-
dren’s challenging behaviors.  This
candidate will also facilitate a Parent-
ing Support Group.  Requirements for
this position include a BS degree and
be licensed or certified as a mental
health professional. Letters of Interest
should be submitted to Macon Pro-
gram for Progress, ATTN: HR Coordi-
nator, P.O. Box 700, Franklin, NC
28744 by 5:00 p.m. Friday, September
3, 2021.

OLD EDWARDS INN Old Edwards Inn
& Spa, Highlands NC. Restaurant Op-
erations Mgr, Catering & Conference
Services Mgr,  Sales Mgr, Asst F&B
Mgr, Banquet Captain, Banquet Su-
pervisor, Banquet Server, Host, Server,
Busser, Bartender, Sous Chef, Cook,
Asst Pastry Chef, Dishwasher, Reser-
vations, Front Desk Supervisor, Front
Desk, Bellman, Night Audit, House-
keeping, Laundry, Cosmetologist, Spa
Attendant, Massage Therapist, Spin In-
structor, Graphic Designer, P/T Mar-
keting Asst, Apply online:
www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

THRIFT STORE STOCKER Part-time,
Must be Able to Lift 60lbs. Apply in Per-
son for Details at AARC Thrift Store,
1507 Old Murphy Rd. Tuesday-Satur-
day, 10am-2pm.

THRIFT STORE CASHIER Part-time,
Apply in Person, AARC Thrift Store,
1507 Old Murphy Rd., Tuesday-Satur-
day, 10am-2pm for Details.

THE SUMMER HOUSE by Reeves is
hiring professional-appearing ware-
house and delivery team members
who can lift at least 60lbs and are in-
terested in excellent starting pay as
well as full benefits for full-time em-
ployees. Come by in person to 2089
Dillard Road in Highlands and ask
for Sam or Janice.

THE SUMMER HOUSE by Reeves is
looking to add a motivated and
hard-working team member to our
staff for shipping and receiving re-
sponsibilities that include checking
in and price-tagging merchandise
and working close with other de-
partments such as sales and deliv-
ery. We offer excellent starting pay
and full benefits for full-time staff.
Must be able to lift 40lbs and have
basic computer skills. Come by in
person to 2089 Dillard Road in High-
lands and ask for Sam or Janice.
COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
looking for compassionate and car-
ing individuals to work in homes.
CNAs and PCAs part-time, flexible
hours. If you enjoy caring for others,
contact Heather  (828)524-6444.
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NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Cell (828)371-9754.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. (828)524-5475.
CLEANING PACKING ORGANIZING
& Other Household Services. Great
References. Mountain Area Property
Services (828)550-4585.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+ years
experience. (845)807-1326.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5. Off
With Ad, Yard Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hydroseed-
ing. (828)524-3976.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPS Sales
Service & Installation of Pumps and Iron
Removal Systems. For All Your Water
Needs.(828)369-5176.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by Franklin
Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 25 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home Re-
pairs, 30 Years Experience, Insured,
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Interior and
Exterior Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates, Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-4976.
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

SENIOR GAMES FLEA Market, Sat.,
August 21, 8am-1pm, at the Commu-
nity Building. For more information on
booth $20. call Karen or Cody
(813)382-0700, (828)349-2093.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault in Macon
County. Information call (828)369-
2040.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors
& Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-
4pm.

BRUSHGUARD FOR JEEP GC fits
2005-2010. $200 OBO. WeatherTech
Jeep floormats $50 OBO. Call
(828)421-1751.

FARMERS MARKET Spring Season
8-12, every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads, Pas-
tries,  Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps,
Eggs, Large Assortment of Cookies.
Blueberry & Blackberry Bushes, Pe-
onies. 200 Block East Palmer.
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MOVING SALE Everything Must Go!
Friday & Saturday, 8-3 Pedestal Table
with Chairs, Hutch Keyboard, Kitchen
Set and Much More!12A Willow View,
Mill Creek. Rain or Shine.

COMMUNITY YARD SALE Friday &
Saturday August 20 & 21 9am-4pm.
Located at Mi Mountain Campground,
151 Mi Mountain Rd, across from
Ridgecrest towing.

SENIOR GAMES FLEA Market, Sat.,
August 21, 8am-1pm, at the Commu-
nity Building. For more information on
booth $20. call Karen or Cody
(813)382-0700, (828)349-2093.
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AuctionsAuctions

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SMOKEY MOUNTAIN AUCTION CO.
online bidding, SmokeyMountainAuc-
tionCo.hibid.com   preview in person,
175 Jim Mann Rd. Open 10am-4pm
Mon-Sat NCAL  10389 (828)634-
4271.

2 DEXTER BULLS $900 and $500.
(828)349-1156.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal
Services. 18 years and older.  Call
Debbie  (941)266-7084.
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maconcountynews@gmail.com
(828) 369-6767

$8.00
20 words or less

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/


YOUR
HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW BLAZERS

NEW BOLTS NEW TRAILBLAZERS

NEW SILVERADOS NEW SUBURBANS

NEW EQUINOXS

FROM
$43,900

FROM
$37,900

FROM
$25,900

FROM
$56,900

FROM
$24,000

FROM
$24,900

1 owner, new car trade in, clean CARFAX with
only 23,273 miles. Power windows, locks, mir-
rors and so much more.Only 7,300 original miles!!! Removeable glass

roof, leather, navigation, performance data
recorder and so much more!!!

2019 FORD EDGE SE
2019 CHEVROLET CORVETTE

3.6 lt. V6, power windows, locks, seat, 1
owner, local trade in.

2019 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE

2018 NISSAN FRONTIER PRO 4X

Crew cab, off road beast with factory naviga-
tion, full power, heated seats with dual climate
control, trailer tow package! Save thousands.

Crew cab, 4x4, Diesel 6.7 lt. Every conceivable
option on this beast, including leather,
panoramic roof, navigation, retractable run-
ning boards and only 14,979 miles on this 1
owner local truck!!!

2017 F-250 PLATINUM

Double cab 4x4 LT, power windows, locks, mir-
rors, tilt, cruise, and so much more.

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

13,319 miles on this fully loaded full size sedan.
Leather interior, panoramic sunroof, navigation,
wireless cell phone charging and so much
more!!!

2016 CHEVROLET IMPALA LTZ 2018 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE

Latitude with attitude!!! One local owner with
no accidents. Very well-equipped with only
27,778 miles.

ONLY 14,979 MI.

ONLY 13,319 MI.
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ONLY 27,778 MI.

ONLY 23,273 MI.

ONLY 7,300 MI.

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC 28734 - Hwy. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  www.countrysidechevy.com

2013 FORD ESCAPE SE

4 cyl. with automatic transmission. Gets
amazing MPG!! Full power including win-
dows,, locks, mirrors, tilt and cruise. 1 owner,
new car trade-in!! Won’t find a nicer one.

4X4 with leather interior, panoramic sunroof,
memory heated seats, power liftgate and re-
mote start. 1 local owner with only 16,959
miles!!!

2021 CHEVROLET TAHOE LT

ONLY 16,959 MI.
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