
Neither Scott nor Mashburn are seeking re-
election. 
Incumbent David Culpepper filed for a sec-

ond term and will face challengers JimBo
Ledford, Rita Salain, Frances Seay, and Stacy
Guffey. With three seats on the Franklin town
council up for re-election, the top three vote
getters will claim a seat this November. 
Current town council vice-mayor and for-

mer Macon County Manager Jack Horton
filed for mayor and without any challengers,
has all but secured his seat as the next mayor
of Franklin. Because Horton will be leaving
his town council seat prior to the end of his
term to take over as mayor, it will be up to

the Town Council to appoint someone to fill his
seat.
Voter turnout in Franklin was less than ideal during the

last municipal election which occurred in 2017. There were
3,993 residents in the town of Franklin, 2,655 of which were
registered to vote. In early voting, only 183 cast ballots. In
Election Day voting another 194 people voted, meaning only
377 of the town’s 2,655 voters showed up at the polls.

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Residents in both the Franklin and High-
lands municipalities will be determining
new leadership this November as several
candidates filed for the upcoming munici-
pal election just before Friday’s deadline. 
During odd-numbered years (so as to al-

ternate with statewide general elections)
most municipal elections are held to elect
the governing officials (mayor, city coun-
cil, town council, etc.) of cities, villages
and towns across North Carolina. Al-
though municipal elections are conducted
by county boards of election, only resi-
dents of the municipality are qualified to vote
in the election. These voters must have resided in the mu-
nicipality for at least 30 days prior to the date of the elec-
tion. Therefore, only residents inside the Franklin and
Highlands city limits are eligible to vote for the respective
offices.
In Franklin, the seats up for election include the mayor

seat — currently held by Mayor Bob Scott; and town coun-
cil seats held by David Culpepper, Dinah Mashburn, and the
seat left vacant after the untimely death of Barbara McRae. 
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ELECTION
commissioner seats held by Amy Patterson
and Donnie Calloway. Calloway is not seek-
ing re-election. 
Taylor will see a challenger in Marc Hehn

who officially filed for the mayoral seat just
before deadline. Hehn currently serves on
the town board and if elected as mayor, his
seat would then be filled by appointment.
Taylor has served three, four-year terms in
his official capacity in Highlands since first
being elected in 2013. If re-elected this year,
Taylor will begin his 4th term as mayor. 
Incumbent Commissioner Amy Patterson

filed for re-election and will face chal-
lengers. Patterson and Calloway both ran
unopposed in the 2017 election. 
Challengers this election include Eric

Pierson, who has previously served on the
town board, Thomas Craig, Pat Allen, Nico-
laus McCall, and Mary Alice Bynum. With
two open seats on the Highlands board up
for election, the top two vote getters will be
elected. 
With the mayor and the town board seats

unopposed during the last election, voter
turnout was miniscule. Only 79 votes were
cast in the mayor’s race — 75 for Taylor and
four write-ins; and 78 for commissioner
which included all votes for the incumbents

with the exception of six write-ins. In 2013
when both the mayor’s seat and the town
board saw multiple candidates, the election
was decided by less than 500 people. Taylor
was elected with 60% of the vote in 2013
— which only amounted to 264 votes.

Election information
Election Day is scheduled for Nov. 2 and

only voters who live within the respective
city limits will be allowed to vote. Voters
will be able to vote at Franklin Town Hall
and the Highlands Civic Center from 6:30
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on  Election Day. Voters
who wish to cast their ballots early will be
able to do so Oct. 14 through Oct. 30 at the
Macon County Community Building and
the Highlands Civic Center.
– Voter registration deadline - Oct. 8 at 5

p.m.
– Early voting Oct. 14-30
– Last day to request absentee ballot by

mail - Oct. 26.
– Last day for UOCAVA [Uniformed and

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act]
voters to request an absentee ballot - Nov. 1
– Election Day - Nov. 2
– County Canvass - Nov. 12, 11 a.m.
– Filing for 2022 primary opens Dec. 6,

noon. On the ballot will be three county
commissioners, two soil and water officials,
two school board members, Clerk of Court,
Register of Deeds and Sheriff.

https://www.MySwainCommunity.com
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Wyoming off trail riding excursion not for the faint of heart 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

Despite being lifelong equestrians, a group
from Franklin was challenged by an early July
horseback excursion into the Teton wilderness
of Wyoming. Due to a local connection with a
family member who is a pack-trip guide at the
almost 100-year-old Triangle X Ranch  just
outside Jackson Hole, Wy., I was asked to join
what promised to be a “trip of a lifetime.” 

The group of seven, six of my family mem-
bers and one friend, had to sign detailed
waivers specifying “hold harmless” details re-
garding every imaginable accident scenario in-
volving wild animals, weather, unforeseen
dilemmas, etc., but we also had to state our
level of horseback riding experience. All in the
group had been in the saddle since childhood,
so we were confident we could handle the
planned five-day horseback riding excursion
that left from a trailhead just outside Grand
Teton National Park and ventured 20 miles to
base-camp location in the Teton Wilderness. 

At about 14.5 hands [equine height meas-
urement – about 58 inches)], my leopard Ap-
paloosa horse was the shortest of the bunch. A
few of the horses were draft or Friesian mixes,
meaning they were tall and wide, and one
horse was a trained mustang. The others were
quarter horse mixes and paints. And then the
guide packed and pulled along another five
large mules with our bags and miscellaneous
items. Two other guides, including the cook,
had ventured into the wilderness
alone earlier that morning – at
about 5 a.m. – to take supplies of
food and other sundries that we
would need during our time in the
middle of nowhere. 

While the ride started out sedate
enough, meandering from a corral
and through a lengthy camp-
ground, we quickly climbed a hill
and before anyone had a chance to
begin to navigate the narrow,
rugged trail, we crested an apex
overlooking the Buffalo River at
least 1,000 feet below. The path
turned sharply to the right so that
it appeared, from just below the
apex, that the trail disappeared
over the cliff. We proceeded to
ride along a ridge that descended
straight down on one side of the
path, which was just wide enough
for the horses and mules to step. It was at this
high point that we collectively realized this
was going to be no ordinary horseback ride.
Among the group, we had spent years show-
ing, raising, training, and even racing horses.
But what we encountered during that recent
summer trip tested our mettle.

Other worldly
We ventured within tight passageways of

tiny canyons, dense, through fragrant fir
forests, and over arid, almost desert-like ter-
rain. Resplendent and unexpected were wild-
flowers of every shape and hue. And when
we found ourselves in the eerie and charred

remains of a 20-years-ago burned landscape,
the juxtaposition of the vibrant floral colors
and the coal black toothpick trees was other-
worldly. 

After almost eight hours of riding, we en-

tered the base camp: an expansive and lush
Edenesque meadow with a hillside that swept
up and up on one side and on the other the
Buffalo River and the solid rock Pentagraph
Mountain, likened to another impressive rock

mountain, Devils Tower in
Wyoming, which  was the
very first official United
States National Monument.
Pentagraph appeared to be
chiseled on all its sides and
then lopped off to create a
flat top. Instead of July 4th
fireworks, we witnessed rev-
erently a rainbow form over
the stone precipice. 

After we peeled ourselves
out of the saddle and at-

tempted to stand on our aching legs, we
learned that the base camp was at 9,800 feet
elevation. Tents were already spread out in
private spots among willowy bushes and
along a natural spring stream. And a large
canvas tarp covered the “kitchen” and eating
area. 

We freshened by the stream, refilled our
filter water bottles, housed belongings in our
tent, and were treated to the first of many
semi-gourmet meals that were a far cry from
the pork and beans we expected so far from
civilization. And, despite the knowledge that
we were inhabiting temporarily the habitat of
grizzly bears, timber wolves, moose, elk, and
other large creatures (although the guides as-
sured us they “usually” keep to even higher
elevations during summer months) most of
us slept exhaustedly that first night. 

Perhaps after the first grueling day of
horseback riding, we all thought privately
that we would not want to get back on a horse
until it was time to pack back out. However,
the guides had us up early and, after a hearty
breakfast, we were back in the saddle and
heading toward Buffalo River, which we
forded, and around Pentagraph Mountain. As
we had the day before, we traveled through
every imaginable geological landscape –
from high-grass, natural fields, where we saw
a mule deer bedded, to a barren hillside of
large lava boulders to vertical forests of
downed trees that we had to navigate over

and around. We were “off
trail,” but what the guide even-
tually directed us to – as cliché
as it may sound – literally took
our breath away. Another
1,000-2,000 feet higher than
our base camp and tucked be-
hind thick Fraser fir trees was
a brilliant aqua glacier lake.
Immediately, we realized that
it was so pristine that we could
see clearly large schools of
rainbow and cutthroat trout. 

Just after we tied our horses
to trees, a bald eagle soared
down the middle of the lake
and perched uninhibited to
watch us. Another eagle glided
above the lake after the first
one lost interest. With com-
pact poles, some of the riders
began fishing and quickly
caught large trout – which
were taken back in saddle

bags for the evening meal. 
After several hours of enjoying the almost

ethereal setting, we braved the steep down-
hill descent and experienced some precarious
events – such as my horse bolting down the
mountain because the horse behind me
jumped a log overzealously and landed on my
horse’s haunches. For a few split seconds I
was hanging on the side of my saddle, but I
managed to strain myself upright and pull the
horse to a halt behind the rest of the party. 

By the time we entered our base camp, we
had ridden another 20 miles. For the next few

Much of the 20 mile horseback ride into the Teton Wilderness was along the Buffalo River.

Base camp for the group of seven riders from Franklin was located in the shad-
ows of Pentagraph Mountain. The group was treated to a rainbow on July 4th
instead of fireworks. At right, Riders enjoyed forests and meadows thick with
various wildflowers - even among the burnt remains from forest fires.
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F lorence Robbins
celebrates her Birthday
on the 23rd of July.
All of her children

would like to wish a

Happy,
Happy Birthday

to the world’s
greatest mother!!

We love and cherish you
every day and hope your
day is as special as you!

days, some in the group rode to where cen-
turies-old glaciers and the previous winter’s
snow refused to melt in the summer sun. An-
other glacier lake enabled two riders to catch
and release more than 70 fish. The guide ex-
plained that since few humans had likely ven-
tured to such remote spots, the fish were
captivated by the shiny lures and bit them prac-
tically every time they hit the water. 
Every evening around the enormous camp

fire, with the horses grazing freely (large cow-
bells affixed around their necks) we talked
about the days’ riding highlights, perils, and
challenges. 
On the last day, the guides awoke at 4 a.m. to

begin packing up all the tents, sleeping bags,
tarps, clothing, and food onto 14 mules and
horses, and we rode out at 9 a.m. We were more

aware of what to expect during the 20-mile
ride back to civilization, and we tried to ab-
sorb the imposing landscape – realizing we
may never have an opportunity to return. 
After farewells to our mounts, who had

carried us sure-footed and safe over miles
and miles of rough terrain, we traveled back
to Triangle X Ranch and arrived just in time
to witness the daily ritual of releasing at least
100 horses from corrals so they could trot
and gallop across many acres and a highway
to spread out on a great plain for an evening
of grazing with the Grand Tetons as looming
sentries. 
Definitely a horseback riding trip that was

not for the faint of heart, but we all agreed
that any future rides will likely pale in com-
parison. 

One of 10 pack mules stands beside the array of saddles standing ready to help the group of
seven Franklin riders on the adventure of a lifetime.

Triangle X Ranch is located within the grand Teton National Park with a view of the Grand Teton mountain range. Fam-
ilies can stay at the ranch and enjoy mild horseback riding and other horse related activities. At right, Twenty-four horses
and mules roamed free in the evenings around the base camp and then returned each morning.
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The
NATHAN B.

(NAT) HENRY

Sponsored by Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter #994
All proceeds are going to provide college scholarships for deserving seniors in Jackson, Macon and Swain Counties.

WWHHAATT:: 4 Man Captains Choice
2 Flights
Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
– Both Flights
Prizes: Closest to Pin,
Longest Drive

CCOOSSTT:: $75 per player
(includes lunch & door prizes)

For more information, contact:
Rick Norton (828) 342-6942 or Bill Talbott (828) 421-0501 or Billy Jones (828) 342-2664

WWHHEENN:: August 7
(rain date: September 11)

WWHHEERREE:: The Golf Club at Mill Creek
341 Country Club Drive,
Franklin, NC

TTIIMMEE:: Registration: 8am
Shotgun Start: 9am

Memorial Golf Tournament

Player Only Name $75
Hole Sponsor Name $50

Please List Your Foursome Below. Return by July 31 to Golf Club at Mill Creek or call (828) 524-4653.
Name
Email

Name
Email

Name
Email

Name
Email

*Plus tax, tag, title, doc. & NCSI. See dealer for details.

556 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • 828-634-7772 
smokymountainchryslerdodgejeepram.com

JEEP

GLADIATOR

CLOSE

OUTS

JEEP

GLADIATOR

CLOSE

OUTS

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR RUBICON

OUR PRICE $63,124*

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR OVERLAND

OUR PRICE $54,233*

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR OVERLAND

OUR PRICE $54,399*

Federal funding drying up for KIDS Place; commissioners step in
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

KIDS Place is a private nonprofit, nation-
ally accredited child advocacy center serv-
ing children in Macon County. Before KIDS
Place was established, child abuse victims in
Macon County were often shuffled from one
place to another. Although caring profes-
sionals worked in those agencies, families
were forced to go from agency to agency in
order to meet the informational needs
of  those agencies. The places that profes-
sionals were meeting to talk with children
were not always the best places for children
to feel secure enough to tell the truth. They
were certainly not child-friendly settings.

KIDS Place exists to make the investiga-
tive and judicial process easier for children
and to insure that all child abuse victims in
Macon County have access to evidence-
based therapy, at no cost to the family.

Although KIDS Place receives funding
from the county as part of the county’s an-
nual community funding pool grant process,
director Alisa Ashe told the Macon County
Board of Commissioners last week in the fa-
cility’s 30-year history, they have never had
to ask commissioners for emergency funds
before, but due to factors beyond their con-
trol, they are now left with no other choice.

“We were notified last fall that we would
be getting a cut of about 30-35% percent
from our base  funding,” said Ashe. “Our
base funding comes from the Victims of
Crime Act — that is not taxpayer funding,
that is funding that comes through white col-
lar federal crimes and is put into a pot of
funding nationally and must be spent to
serve victims of crimes. That money has
been  dwindling over the last four to five
years.”

Victim services agencies, including those
offered at KIDS Place, are funded primarily
by money from the Victims of Crime Act
Fund passed in 1984. VOCA is funded by
fines from federal convictions and provides
significant, core financial resources for vic-
tim services agencies to assist and support
victims of human trafficking, sexual vio-
lence, fraud, DUI crashes, domestic  vio-
lence and homicide.

During the past four years, fines previ-
ously directed to VOCA have decreased sig-
nificantly due to the Department of Justice’s
increasing reliance on deferred prosecution
and nonprosecution agreements. Unlike the
monetary penalties associated with criminal
convictions, the penalties  associated with
deferred prosecution and nonprosecution
agreements are deposited into the General

Fund of the Treasury, not the Crime Victims
Fund. As a result, the VOCA fund is at
an all-time low.

In 2018, North Carolina victim support
agencies received more than $100 million
from the VOCA fund. As of 2020, the
VOCA fund balance stood at more than $6
billion. But in 2021, the state’s VOCA fund-
ing dropped nearly 80% to $22 million, and
more cuts are anticipated for 2022.

While Ashe has been bracing for a 30-
35% cut in funding at KIDS Place, when the
facility received the grant a few weeks ago,
they found out the funding cut was actually
67%.

For KIDS Place, that meant their base
funding of just over $315,000 was cut to be
around $100,000. At the same time KIDS
Place experienced a drastic cut in their base
funding, they also lost a competitive grant of
more than $100,000 which allowed the cen-
ter to provide mental health services to chil-
dren.

Incidents of domestic violence and abuse
have climbed over the past year with many
stuck at home during the COVID-19 pan-
demic due to closed schools and quarantine
orders.

An article in the American Journal of
Emergency Medicine reported that police

departments across the nation saw signifi-
cant increases in domestic violence calls
and arrests since the onset of the pandemic. 

In the past year and a half, KIDS Place
has seen the agency’s service numbers dou-
ble — all while available funds have de-
creased.  Ashe said that legislators are
working to address the funding cut and im-
pact to VOCA nationally but that will take
two to three years to be corrected for indi-
vidual agencies like KIDS Place, which is
why the emergency help is needed from the
county in the interim.

After cutting the center’s budget down to
what she referred to as a “bare bones”
budget, Ashe  said KIDS Place was
$110,000 short to cover operating costs,
even at significantly reduced levels.

“I think KIDS Place can safely raise
$35,000 through some local foundations
and just through  our local donors,” said
Ashe. “So I am asking the county to con-
sider giving us $75,000 to help us meet this
bare bones budget.”

KIDS Place, although it operates as a pri-
vate nonprofit, partners with both the town
of Franklin and the county to provide serv-
ices not otherwise available. The sheriff’s

See KIDS PLACE page 8

https://www.smokymountainchryslerdodgejeepram.com
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YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

NEW BLAZERS

NEW BOLTS NEW TRAILBLAZERS

NEW SILVERADOS NEW SUBURBANS

NEW EQUINOXS

FROM
$43,900

FROM
$37,900

FROM
$25,900

FROM
$56,900

FROM
$24,000

FROM
$24,900

Titanium, leather interior, sunroof, naviga-
tion, heated seats with remote start. All this
and so much more with only 43,635 miles.
ONLY $20,995

2018 FORD ECOSPORT

4x4, V6, Power with luxury components
such as leather interior, navigation, remote
start, ready to expore our beautiful county.
ONLY $40,995

2020 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE2019 FORD RANGER XL

4x4, Power windows, locks, mirrors, tilt,
cruise, back up cameras, one local owner
with clean Carfax. ONLY $35,995

ONLY 
19,75

7 MI.

V6, 4x4, Automatic transmission, leather in-
terior, navigation, tow package and one
owner. Local trade in with only 35,051 miles.
ONLY $26,995

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK

Crew cab, 4x4 with Hemi power windows,
locks, mirrors, tilt, cruise, keyless entry, trailer
tow package and just 42,236 miles. 
ONLY $31,995

2016 RAM 1500 LTZ

Double cab, V8, full power package including
heated/cooled leather seats with memory, nav-
igation, duraliner trailer towing and so much
more. ONLY $49,995

2018 CHEVROLET 1500 LTZ 2019 HONDA RIDGELINE

RTL, AWD, one local owner and clean Carfax,
with 45,533 miles. Leather interior, sunroof,
heated seats and remote start. ONLY $36,995

ONLY 2
3,337 

MI.

ONLY 2
4,793 

MI.
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And your heart is at the center of it all. We provide a range of
cardiac services, including emergency care in our accredited
Chest Pain Center. Chest discomfort, shortness of breath or an
irregular heartbeat could be signs of a potential heart problem
and should be evaluated by a physician. Don’t make your 
health wait. Take our free, online heart health assessment today.

1st Annual

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
at Mill Creek Country Club

Game-Scramble • Two Person Teams
40 Teams • Lunch after scramble

Lots of prizes to be awarded
Deadline for Entry: August 15

Please list two person team below • Cost: $40 per person
Return form to Countryside Chevrolet • countrysidechevy.com

71 Cat Creek Rd., Franklin, NC • Call 828-524-0734

Name:
Email:

Phone:
Name:
Email:

Phone:

To benefit Adult Men and Teen Challenge of the Smokies

office and the police departments in Macon
County work with KIDS Place to provide
services to children  when needed and if
KIDS Place did not exist, it would be the re-
sponsibility of those agencies to provide the
services. From January through June, KIDS
Place has conducted 43 interviews at the re-
quest of child protective services and law en-
forcement. Cost estimates are around $1,200
to conduct an interview and fund a position
with the training required. KIDS Place
has  also completed 21 medical exams —
which would have otherwise cost around
$2,000 each to complete.

Although KIDS Place partners with the
county to provide required services, Com-
missioner Josh  Young expressed concern
over providing taxpayer funds to the non-
profit. Young, who noted he was unaware of
all KIDS Place did until Ashe made the re-
quest last week, said he would like to see the
community help fund raise and get the
money the organization needs.

Commissioner Paul Higdon also noted
that while the services are worthy, “as a
manager of county taxpayer dollars, how do
I put a vote on this.”

Commissioner Ronnie Beale made the

motion to provide KIDS Place with a one-
time allocation of $75,000 due to the emer-
gency need. Commissioner Gary Shields
seconded the motion.

Higdon and Young supported providing
the funding through the county’s

community funding pool and forgo pro-
viding funding to any other non-profits this
fiscal year.

However, Beale’s motion was to provide
the funding out of the county’s fund bal-
ance. The Macon County Board of Com-
missioners voted in favor 3-2 with Higdon
and Young voting against it.

Because of the way VOCA is funded, the
stability of the fund has long been a source
of concern. But in March, the U.S. House
of Representatives passed the bipartisan
VOCA Fix to Sustain the Crime Victims
Fund Act of 2021, also known as the
VOCA Fix Act.

After passing in the House, the bill
stalled in the Senate despite receiving bi-
partisan support. Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa.,
has blocked the VOCA Fix twice in the
Senate, most recently in June after Sens.
Dick Durbin, D-Ill., and Lisa Murkowski,
R-Alaska, requested unanimous consent to
pass the bill. Both North Carolina senators
— Republicans Richard Burr and Thom
Tillis — have expressed support for the
VOCA Fix.

KIDS PLACE
Continued from page 6

https://www.myharrisregional.com/heart
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Quality Care for a Healthy Life
Mountain Medical Directory

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!

SSMMAARRTT
PPHHAARRMMAACCYY

Pharmacists:
Jacob Reiche • Tori O’Neill • Mike Anneken • Angie Stahl

smartpharmacy828@gmail.com
60 Georgia Rd., Franklin, NC

828-369-3784

Harris Regional offers rapid
COVID testing for travelers

Your bags are packed, and the tickets are booked, but have
you gotten your COVID-19 test? As more people ready for
summer travel, there are a few more boxes to check before
stepping on the plane or hopping in the car towards wherever
paradise awaits.  list.  

The CDC urges both vaccinated and unvaccinated individ-
uals to approach traveling with caution as COVID-19 variants
continue to spread. To ensure everyone’s safety, get a COVID-
19 test at least three days before you go. For international
travel, some countries, including the United States, require
proof of a negative COVID-19 test before permitting travel. 

If you need a coronavirus test for travel, you might be ask-
ing, where you will get one, what type of test you will need,
how long it will take to get an appointment (and wait for the
results), and what it will cost.   

The tests that often do not help you with travel are antibody
tests. These are blood tests that can identify if a previous
COVID-19 infection caused your immune system to produce
COVID-19 antibodies. Rapid antigen tests check for proteins
on the virus’s surface and are popular for their quick turn-
around times but are rarely accepted. Meanwhile, molecular
tests, such as NAAT tests, amplify bits of viral RNA to detect
specialized tests. These samples are gathered by swabbing
someone’s nose or mouth. The whole process is over in a few
minutes.  

What you generally need for travel is a PCR test (poly-
merase chain reaction). These tests are the most reliable for
detecting active COVID-19 infections. Though PCR tests gen-
erally take around 72 hours for results, some urgent care fa-
cilities have introduced “rapid PCR tests,” where you can
receive your results in as few as 30 minutes. 

Harris Regional Hospital offers same day “rapid” PCR test-
ing, and molecular (NAAT) COVID-19 testing. If you do not
know which test you need, ask your provider.  

Sign-up to receive a COVID-19 test at any front desk/reg-
istration area at Harris Regional Hospital and any other out-pa-
tient facilities such as Harris Urgent Care or Harris Medical
Park of Franklin once you have received a doctor’s order.  

Skip the lines and schedule your provider by calling
844.414.DOCS. Or schedule an appointment online by visit-
ing the “Find a Doctor” page of MyHarrisRegional.com or
MySwainCommunity.com  

https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/Smart-Pharmacy-LLC-476956539036863
https://www.myharrisregional.com
http://www.wayah.com
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News from the Legislature
From the office of 
N.C. Rep. Karl Gillespie

The House held a no-vote
session on Monday, June 28,
2021. Tuesday began with vari-
ous committee meetings to re-
view the Senate budget. I
attended the House Appropria-
tions, Education Committee
where we reviewed the educa-
tion portion of the Senate
budget. Session convened Tues-
day afternoon and we considered
the following bills:

– SB41, Remove Certain Satellite Annexation Caps for
the cities of Kings Mountain, Lowell and Shelby, and the
town of Franklinville, Liberty, Ramseur, Stanley and Vass. I
voted in favor and the bill passed, 108-3.

– SB188, Board of Architects/Interior Designers, would
allow for registration of interior designers and to modify the
North Carolina Board of Architecture. I voted in favor and
the bill passed, 105-7.

– SJR726, Confirm David Richard/Director Health Ben-
efits, is a joint resolution providing for the confirmation of
Dave Richards as director of the Division of Health Bene-
fits, Department of Health and Human Services. The bill
passed unanimously.

I attended an additional House Appropriations, Education
Committee on Wednesday morning where we continued dis-
cussions on education funding in the Senate budget. I at-
tended two caucus meetings with my colleagues prior to the
start of the afternoon voting session. During session, we
voted on various bills, including:

– HB619, Alcohol Bev. Manufacture Sales Tax Exemp-
tion, would exempt from sales and use tax sales of machin-
ery, parts, accessories, supplies, and ingredients to certain
ABC permittees for use in the manufacturing of beer, wine,
and spiritous liquor for which the purchaser would otherwise
be ineligible because the purchaser is primarily engaged in
the restaurant business. I voted in favor and the bill passed,
102-6.

– SB198, GSC Good Funds Settlement/Comm. Re-
ceivership, recommended by the General Statutes Commis-
sion, consists of three parts. Part I amends the Good Funds
Settlement Act to provide that a settlement agent may dis-
burse settlement proceeds in reliance on a check drawn on the
account of or issued by a licensed mortgage lender. Part II
makes amendments relating to the N.C. Commercial Re-
ceivership Act, enacted last year by S.L. 2020-75. Part III
makes technical changes to various laws regulating financial
practices. The bill passed unanimously, 109-0.

The House held no-vote sessions on Thursday and Friday
prior to the start of the July 4th holiday weekend. A one-week

Karl Gillespie

Teresa S. Tabor, Copy Editor

Continued on page 11

Many came together to make a successful event
Franklin families, neighbors, businesses and visitors,
Please let me take a minute to thank all of our vendors,

nonprofits and merchants for setting up booths.  Thank you
to our Musicians, the singing was awesome, we are truly
blessed here in Franklin.  Thank you to Prentiss Church for
allowing us to use their Red Back Hymnals and First Chris-
tian Church of Franklin for the use of their Sound System,
Thank you Donald Holland for letting us use your trailer and
David for bringing it and setting it up.  We could not provide
a stage for the music without you guys.  Thank you to Ster-
ling Passmore  for playing under the Gazebo all day. We
would like to thank the Macon County TDA and TDC for
their funding support, the Town of Franklin for all of their
support, the Franklin Police Department Chief Harrell for
sending out Devin Holland and his Squad before sunrise
blocking the roads and Tony Ashe and his Squad unblocking
them. A big thank you to the Franklin Fire Department for
the Old Fire Truck on display and the water tower for the
kids and adults that cooled off under the mist.  The guys for
the Antique Cars and Muscle Cars are always welcome to
come to any of our events and show off their beautiful cars,
thank you.  

Thank you to The Streets of Franklin Heritage Associa-
tion merchants for all their help in planning this event for
months. A special thank you to our Board Members, Brooke
Reale, Martha Holbrook, Brenda Wooten and including our
planning committee, Roland Mock, Rob Reale, Matt Taylor,
Betsy Gooder and Allen Pruitt.  A special thanks to Allen for
all his hard work for getting the musicians together and Bet-
sey Gooder who got our Car Clubs to come out.  Thank you
to all our media folks who went above and beyond for ad-
vertising this event.  

If I have forgotten anyone, please forgive me. We thank
you.

We are looking forward to our next event Hometown Fall
on Main Sept. 4 ... more to come

Again thank you all for your support and supporting me.  

Gwen Taylor, President
The Streets of Franklin Heritage Association

Library ‘pride’ display educational and inclusive
I have been a member of the Macon County community

for over 20 years. I have lived, volunteered, grown up, and
worked in Macon County since I was four years old. This
community has supported, nurtured, cared for me. While my
family are transplants, I have always felt that this commu-
nity has been an extension of my own family. But today, I
was dismayed by the public comment period during the
Macon County Commissioners meeting. 

As a teen in Macon County, I grew up with several friends

in the LGBTQ community. I watched them struggle for ac-
ceptance, love, or even just kindness. Rural, Appalachia is
not the best place to grow up if you are queer. I watched my
friends struggle with thoughts (and often attempt) of suicide,
depression, abuse. I watched as their church communities
rejected them, and left them without a support system. I also
watched friends lose their families. All because they had the
courage to tell the world who they really were, who God
made them to be. Growing up, I was blessed to feel loved by
this community, but my LGBTQ peers were not afforded the
same luxury. Some of those individuals are no longer here
because of the kind of homophobia that was on display
tonight. 

Some members of the Macon County community issued
complaints to the commissioners regarding an LGBTQ dis-
play during the month of June (Pride Month) in the chil-
dren’s section of the Macon County Library. The display
included 20 children’s books that discuss LGBTQ issues.
These members of the public asked of the commissioners to
not only to limit the library’s ability to display books on
LGBTQ+ issues but their ability to purchase these books in
general. These citizens implored to the commissioners to re-
ject “the transgender agenda” and “uncritical” looks at
LGBTQ issues. 

These individuals are asking the commissioners to reject
the obligation to provide a safe environment for free and
critical thought on all topics, difficult and light. They are
asking to take away a temporary display that celebrates di-
versity and inclusion, They are asking to take away the abil-
ity for critical and free thought. What they are asking is
wrong. What they are asking is homophobic. What they are
asking is not acceptable. 

I am a proud and outspoken supporter of the LGBTQ
community. I am also a proud Macon County citizen. I ask
the commissioners to think of the request that has been made
to limit children’s access to age appropriate books on what
some members have deemed inappropriate, but rather is ed-
ucational, informative, and inclusive. While it cannot make
a difference in the lives of those who are no longer with us,
it can show those that are that they are not alone, and there
is in fact a place where they will be accepted in Macon
County, even if they can’t find it outside of those walls.  

Emily Ritter – Franklin, N.C.
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FFrraannkklliinn FFlleeaa
MMaarrkkeett,, LLLLCC

FFrraannkklliinn FFlleeaa
MMaarrkkeett,, LLLLCC

SSHHOOPP LLOOCCAALLSSHHOOPP LLOOCCAALL

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
We have over 16 vendor's, 
everything from A to Z...

Lombard's Antiques and collectables is 
having a mid summer clearance sale. 

Fresh fruits and vegetables 
sold on Saturday. 

We have several stores &
tables available for rent.

867 Highlands Rd in Franklin
Hours:  Friday and Saturday 8 till 6
Sunday and Thursday 11 till 5

Clean Restrooms.

GILLESPIE Continued from
page 10

recess began Monday, July 5, 2021. The House returned,
Monday, July 12, 2021 and held a no-vote session.

On Tuesday, July 13, the House Energy and Public Utili-
ties Committee met to discuss HB951, Study Emerging En-
ergy Generation. The House Rules Committee also met prior
to session.

Tuesday afternoon's session included votes on these bills:
– HB375, Franklinville/ Liberty/Ramseur/Roxboro

Boundary, would exempt the Towns of Franklinville, Lib-
erty, and Ramseur from the 10% area cap on voluntary satel-
lite annexations and remove a 2.6817-acre tract of land from
the corporate limits of the City of Roxboro. The House con-
curred with the Senate Committee Substitute via a voice vote.

– SB122, Towns of Spruce Pine and Weaverville Dean-
nexation, would remove one tract of land from the corporate
limits of the Town of Spruce Pine and remove one tract of
land from the corporate limits of the Town of Weaverville.
The House voted in favor, 105-0.

– HB334, Job Opportunity and Business Saving Grants
and Tax Relief, would provide grants to N.C. businesses af-
fected by the COVID-19 pandemic, reduce taxes for busi-
nesses and individuals, update the reference to the Internal
Revenue Code, make various other changes to the Revenue
Laws, and appropriate funds from the General Fund to the
Savings Reserve. The House voted to not concur with the
Senate Committee Substitute and a conference committee
was appointed to reach a compromise agreement with the
Senate.

– HB67, General Statutes Commission Technical Correc-
tions 2021, consist of updating or removing obsolete refer-
ences, fixing incorrect references, fixing the format of
citations, replacing legalese with plain English, removing un-
necessary language, making stylistic changes for greater clar-
ity or consistency, and more. I voted in favor and the House
concurred with the Senate Committee Substitute by a vote
of 104-1.

On Wednesday, I met with various liaisons and lobbyists.
Later in the day, I had the pleasure of meeting with repre-
sentatives from the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Fol-
lowing an afternoon caucus, session convened at 4 p.m., and
we considered numerous bills, including:

– HB71, Living Donor Protection Act, would provide in-
surance protections and a tax credit for individuals who are
living organ donors, including bone marrow, and it would
provide paid leave for State employees and State-supported
personnel who are living organ or bone marrow donors. The
bill passed unanimously, 105-0.

– SB146, Teledentistry/RDH Admin. Local Anesthetic,
would establish standards for teledentistry; allow dental hy-
gienists to administer local anesthetics while under the direct
supervision of a licensed dentist; allow certain dental hy-
gienists to practice without a licensed dentist physically pres-
ent; allow licensure by credentials for certain dental
instructors, and add the ECU School of Dental Medicine to
the NC Caring Dental Professionals Board. I voted in favor
and the bill passed, 101-7.

– HB951, Modernize Energy Generation, would diversify
the state’s energy portfolio to include natural gas, nuclear and
solar.  In turn, this will reduce carbon dioxide emissions by
nearly 63% compared to the state’s 2005 carbon dioxide
emissions peak. The rate changes in the bill is a proactive
measure to head off inevitable price increases from future
federally mandated energy legislation.  I voted in favor, and
the bill passed, 58-50. Immediate third reading of HB951
was objected to, therefore the bill would need to be heard on
another business day. As session was running past 8 p.m., the
decision was made to hold a 12:01a.m. session on Thursday,
July 15, for the third reading, rather than require members to
return the following morning at a designated time. HB951
passed third reading, 57-49, and the bill now heads to the
Senate.

No-vote sessions were held on Thursday and Friday.

Love and unity at the heart of universal language
We all rely on the basic essentials which sustains life. We

all rely on water, food and air to breathe. We cannot survive
but a few minutes, to a few days without one or more of
these life-giving elements. Yet there is something else all
humanity shares in, it may not be life sustaining, but yet
maybe is in its own way.  It’s universal that all mankind has
been part of and shares in. It unites many in common
thought and it views our world in most every way possible.
It crisscrosses cultures, nations and either  drives us closer
or drives us apart.  

Music has been known as our universal language and is
known by every part of humanity.  Music, as in all the arts,
shares all aspects of life – heartaches, war, pain, you name
it and there's a song or melody that tells and reflects what we
experience in the lives we live. But mostly it's the search
for meaning and purpose within a deeper love we all seem
to want and seek. Through music we connect with each
other the desires within the depths of our hearts and being,
it seems to go beyond the barriers of language and cultures. 

Love and unity has always been at the heart of this uni-
versal language and it's a common thread throughout all
time. It seems as though this is instilled within the heart of
mankind, or written within the human spirit. The need for

connection with someone beyond ourselves seems in des-
peration, finding this harder in never finding a final destiny
to be shared in a unified love throughout our life time. This
feeling has been felt many times before, as in the ’60s song
“For what it's Worth” by Buffalo Springfield, singing
“There's battle lines being drawn; nobody's right if every-
body's wrong; young people speaking their minds getting so
much resistance from behind.” It's a warning to take a step
back and question where confusion and lack of unity leads
us. Or as in the famous song, “Sara” by Stevie Nicks asking,
“Wait a minute baby, stay with me awhile, said you'd give me
light but you never told me about the fire, Drowning in the
sea of love, where everyone would love to drown.” 

This need for love touches each of us, if it can be found?
We all feel the uneasiness when our lives do not blend well

with each other, not that we cannot disagree, but when we are
divided with such bitterness and getting even, we ourselves be-
come less likable because of our own disappointments.  Many
are in hopes of being unified in family, community and beyond,
people with a common goal of caring, loving, and helping each
other, but this cannot be by force or legislation. This must come
from the heart of each of us. It's the beautiful poetry within every
soul which desires love and acceptance from anyone who would
accept it, even the unlovable and discarded. And this poetry and
desire within us is satisfied with a completed happiness when it
finds its resting place of acceptance. 

Kim Phue better known as the “Napalm Girl,” suffered
from the horrors of Napalm bombing in the Vietnam War.
She had gone through such pain and suffering physically
with 17 surgeries to repair all the burns she suffered, and
along with this the internal anguish of hate and bitterness to-
wards those who had done this, feeling suicide was the only
way out. Kim's deep bitterness and feeling less than human
found restoration and forgiveness towards those who did this
to her, even towards the pilot who dropped the bombs. It was
in the love of Christ that she found the restoration and ac-
ceptance that we all look for. This is, in part, the music and
poetry within all our hearts, to find this love of acceptance
and forgiveness among all of us seeking out unity with not
only us, but more so with a personal relationship of perma-
nence with the Creator Himself. He came for this. Finding
this brings us all in closer love and unity. “May the God who
gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of
unity. (Romans 15:5)( LAB) 

Deni Shepard – nds13@frontier.com

‘Irony’ is the eyes of the beholder
John Barry brings up an interesting point on irony in a re-

cent letter.  Surely, we are living in some confusing times,
but I find it "ironic" that the same people who claim there
was no election fraud in 2020 were totally sure there was
Russian collusion in the 2016 election even though facts
state otherwise.  They wanted election integrity then, but
now?  In Arizona alone (not counting the many obvious dis-
crepancies in other swing states), an independent nonparti-
san audit group found: 1.) 70k more ballots received than
requested; 2.) 10k voters were added to the rolls AFTER
election day that cast a ballot in 2020; 3.) remote access was
indeed available to the election server that was supposed to
be so secure; 4.) all access logs were wiped in March 2021;
5.) the number of votes certified does not match the number
of ballots sent to the audit;  6.) 25k duplicate ballots were
found by the audit, and no serial numbers on them (how
many times they were scanned we will never know?); 7.)
74k absentee mail-in ballots are missing!  Meanwhile elec-
tion workers across the country by the hundreds have filed
affidavits under penalty of perjury that they witnessed cheat-
ing.    

Let's remember that Trump supposedly lost Arizona by
only 11k total votes, so it is "ironic" that folks will com-
pletely ignore facts to justify their point of view even though
deep down they have to know their opinion is
wrong.   Again, most sources will simply omit the truth or
spin the truth however their agenda may dictate in order to
get their party or their guy in office.   Without an under-
standing of what is government's proper role in a free soci-
ety, the America Empire will be doomed to repeating
history. 

Finally, Socialist Democrats in the recent New York
mayor primary election counted over 130k extra ballots that
were not valid.  130k!!  In one city!?  This has led to De-
mocrats suing other Democrats over election integrity and
fair process while Democrats continue vehemently denying
we need election integrity elsewhere.  No consistency what-
soever.  That is what we call truly "ironic."   

This letter is certainly not a plug for Donald Trump or the
corrupted GOP.  Today's problems will never be fixed by
politicians of any stripe; only citizens taking responsibility
to educate themselves and demanding true freedom with a
return to limited, constitutional government can do that by
God's grace.  

Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C.
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GIFTS • HOME DECOR 
ACCESSORIES

37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC 
828.369.1612

‘Happy’
serving pieces
by MudPie

Hometown Heritage in Downtown Franklin brings a crowd
Residents and visitors alike headed to Main Street Franklin on Saturday to take part in the
return of downtown festivals. The weather cooperated for the most part with the fire de-
partment providing a misty shower to cool summer temperatures.  Music, vendors, pony
rides and more made for a very successful event. The next event is Hometown Fall on
Main set for Sept. 4. Photos by Betsey Gooder & Brittney Lofthouse

https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
https://www.nantahalabank.com/
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828.349.3390
Franklin, NC 

Serving All of 
Western North Carolina

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal
Excavating • Backhoe • Land Clearing

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling • Sewer & Water

Sealcoating & Striping

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or 
(828)524-3395

EELLSSIIEE AANNDD KKIIMMBBEERRLLYY HHAABBLLAANN EESSPPAANNOOLL

Welcomes
Elsie Cruz &

Kimberly Féria
They specialize in 

cuts, colors, perms,
facials, manicures 

& pedicures.

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS

Antiques • Collectibles
Furniture • Kitchenware

Jewelry • Tools • And Much More!
882288--663344--66114422    77332222 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

OOppeenn TThhuurrssddaayy -- SSaattuurrddaayy  1100aamm--44ppmm

New Items arriving weekly! COME SEE US!

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/WhistleStopDepotNC/
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
https://www.myharrisregional.com
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Kevin Corbin
Corbin Insurance Agency
(828) 524-7799
corbin@dnet.net

But act fast – this Special 
Enrollment Period ends August 15, 2021!1

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
FFaaiitthhffuullllyy ggiivviinngg ttoo

ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess

4462 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • (828) 371-0992

The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department made the
following arrests July 8 - 17. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

July 10
Jessica Myraah McCoy, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 

July 11
Jose Luis Patino Alvarez, was charged with domestic criminal

trespass. Denver J. Elliott made the arrest. 
Arthur Jackson Jr., was charged with assault on a government

officer/employee, communicating threats. James E. Crawford III
made the arrest. 

July 12
Arthur Jackson Jr., was charged with felony probation viola-

tion. Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
Travis Jerome Staffelbach, was charged with identity theft,

obtain property by false pretense.
Michael Adam Crisp, was charged with simple possession of

a schedule II controlled substance. William D. Stamey made the
arrest. 
Garry Lee Franks, was charged with assault on a person with

a disability, resist, obstruct and delay law enforcement officer. 

July 13
Peter Eugene Woodall, was charged with failure to appear.

Costin Jiglau made the arrest. 

July 14
Robert Stanley Reed, was charged with discharging a weapon

on occupied property. Gabe D. Bingham made the arrest. 

July 15
Brittany Mae Roeder, was charged with possession of metham-

phetamine, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz., possession of
marijuana paraphernalia. Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 
Richard Dewight Collins, was charged with child support con-

tempt, misdemeanor probation violation. Costin Jiglau made the
arrest. 
Paul Maynard, was charged with felony probation violation,

violate domestic violence protective order. Costin Jiglau made
the arrest. 
Nikelus Orion Lee Hughes, was charged with disorderly con-

duct, resist, obstruct and delay law enforcement officer. Jordan C.
Sutton made the arrest. 
Sandra Abigail Hall, was charged with possession of a stolen

motor vehicle, possession of stolen goods/property, possession
of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. Jordan
C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Gerald Lewis Hanson, was charged with possession of a stolen

motor vehicle, possession of stolen goods/property, possession
of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. Jordan
C. Sutton made the arrest. 

July 16
April Renee Burd, was charged with obtaining property by

false pretenses, identity theft. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Jessica Jeannie Pinette, was charged with simple assault.

Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 

July 17
Blake Justin Roskam, was charged with assault on a female,

communicating threats, resisting a public officer. Jay Wright
made the arrest. 
Anthony Shamal Bryson, was charged with failure to appear.

Troy L. Burt made the arrest. 
Christopher Bryan Lococo, was charged with failure to appear.

Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 

Trey Bryant, was charged with larceny, larceny of a firearm,
possession of stolen goods/property. Adrian L. Mace made the
arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

July 10
Fransisco Javier Garcia-Riuz, 24, was charged with driving

while intoxicated, open container after consuming alcohol, driv-
ing without being licensed as a driver by the DMV of North Car-
olina, stop sign violation. A $800 bond was set. 

July 13
Amy Michelle McCall, 37, was issued an order for arrest for

failure to appear. A $12,000 was set.  

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

July 8
Kelly Jean Robinson, 45, of Touchstone Way, was charged

with maintaining a dwelling for a controlled substance, posses-
sion with intent to sell/manufacture/deliver methamphetamine,
possession of drug paraphernalia, sell methamphetamine, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, sell and deliver methampheta-
mine and maintaining a dwelling place for a controlled
substance. A secured bond of $100,000 was set. 

July 9
Joshua Moore Duls, 38, of Aspen Dr., was charged with com-

municating threats. No bond was set. 
Charles Michael Nash, 32, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier, was

charged with possession of a stolen motor vehicle, larceny of a
motor vehicle. A secured bond of $1,500 was set. 
Sarah Elizabeth Riddell, 31, of Pinhook Rd., Tuckasegee, was

charged with larceny. No bond was set. 
Loretta Lynn Rosario, 51, of Canada Rd., Tuckaseegee, was

charged with felony possession of marijuana, possession of mar-
ijuana up to 1/2 oz, possession of marijuana paraphernalia and
possession of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $1,000 was
set. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heritage-Garage-Doors/105361076195830
https://www.facebook.com/kayleesclosetfranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
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882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Equipment Sales, Repair & Rental.
Pickup & Delivery Available

We are now a
Gravely Dealer!

Hours: M-F 8AM-5PM Sat 8AM-12PM

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested in
the A.A. recovery program. In-person meetings with Covid 19 preventive
measures are held Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. at No Wrong Door, 102 Thomas
Heights Rd.; Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave., Franklin. On-line
meeting  information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. or to speak
with a member of A.A., call  (828)349-4357. 

Slow Spokes Bicycle Group Franklinmeets on Tuesdays at 6:30 at
FROG headquarters for a casual ride along the Greenway paths.
They are on Facebook at Slow Spokes, Franklin, NC. For more infor-
mation call Susan at (828)371-4925. 

Macon County Art Association  Encaustic Painting Classes are
held on Fridays, July  23,  Aug. 3 and 27, Sept. 3 and 17, Oct. 29, from
10 a.m.  to 12 p.m.,  at the Uptown Gallery 30 E Main St., Franklin.  For
more information, call Karen Smith, at karen@programservices.org

Nantahala Hiking Club on Saturday, July 24, will hike to  Ranger Falls
at Cliffside Lake. This is an interpretive trail. The falls are a part of
Skitty Creek which flows into Cliffside Lake. There are remnants of an
old homestead with apple trees and remains of the hog pen. There is
a trail around the lake if more hiking is desired.  For reservations and
more information, call Leader Gail Lehman call (828)524-5298.

Nantahala Hiking Club on  Sunday, July 25, will hike to  Yellow Moun-
tain fire tower from Cloudcatcher Lane in the Cashier area. Hike rec-
ommended for experienced hikers. Beautiful 360 degree views. Bring
water, lunch and cameras. Hike limited to 5 people.  For reservations
and more information, email Leader David Heck at dheck.linux-
mail@gmail.com Include your phone number in your email. 

Green Reunion will be held on Sunday, July 25, at Louisa Chapel
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. Lunch begins at 12:30. Bring
a covered dish.  Drinks and paper products will be provided. 

Nantahala Hiking Club on  Wednesday, July 28, will hike to Rough
Run Falls and High Falls on the west fork of the Tuckaseegee River
in the Lake Glenville area. Dogs and children over 6 welcome. For
reservations and more information, call leader Robin Lurie (954)632-
7270. 

Siler Family Reunion will be held on Saturday, Aug. 7, at the Moss
Valley Venue, 1145 Patton Road in Franklin.  Lunch will be served at
12 noon, but all family members are invited to arrive early to bring their
finest foods, visit, and reminisce outside and under cover of the beau-
tiful open barn.  

Macon Chips, Franklin’s Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. inside the Franklin High School Wood Shop
just off McCollum Drive.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.
Anyone under 18 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For
more information, call (828)342-8126. 

Historic T M Rickman Store is open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m. Located at 259 Cowee Creek Road in the historic West -Mill
District. Music Jams  begin at noon. 

Franklin Duplicate Bridge Club  Wednesday afternoon games are
held from 1 to 4 p.m. Arrive no later than 12:45 p.m., at the Robert C.
Carpenter Community Building on 441 S. While allowing play without
masks, current county regulations require all players to be fully vac-
cinated.For more information, call Larry Noyes at  (828)200-9394 or
email LarryRNoyes@gmail.com 

Truth Seekers meet every second and fourth Friday of every month
from 6 to 8 p.m., in the Macon County Library meeting room for a
short video or other presentation by a member followed by lively dis-
cussion and Bible reading.  For more information, contact jjur-
ban55@gmail.com. 

Thursday Painters meet on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the
Environmental Research Center to fellowship and paint. All skill lev-
els and mediums are welcome. Participants are responsible for their
own project and a bag lunch. For more information call The Uptown
Gallery at (828-)49-4607 or  Pat Mennenger
at pm14034@yahoo.com. See more about Macon County Art Asso-
ciation at franklinuptowngallery.com.

Gem & Mineral Museum, located in the Old Jail on Phillips Street in
downtown Franklin is now open Fridays and Saturdays from 12 to 4
p.m.,  featuring gems and artifacts from North Carolina as well as all
over the world.

Friends of the Rickman Store are looking for volunteers to be
greeters and assist in Saturday activities. No amount of time is too
small. The store is open Saturdays 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. For more in-
formation, call Connie Reynolds (828)524-0359.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more informa-
tion, call (828)369-9000.   

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the
greatest gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some
great times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await.
Call (828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednes-
day to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for cof-
fee, a soft drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken
for the shelters.

Burningtown Baptist Church 182 Homecoming Celebration
will be held on Sunday, July 25, 10:30 a.m. Fellowship, gospel
music by Dennis Henson, and great food. The church is located
at 446 Burningtown Baptist Church Road. For more information,
call (941)993-8744.

First Alliance Church Sunday July 25, service will be held  at
10:30 a.m.,  Sunday School (all ages) is at 9:30 a.m.  Senior Pas-
tor Scott Eichelberger will continue his message as part of his
series on Genesis.  Special music will be presented by Sacred
Sounds.  The church is located in Franklin at 31 Promise Lane
(off Womack, next door to Trimont Christian Academy).  For more
information, call the church office at (828)369-7977.

Newman Chapel Baptist Church in Otto will have Homecoming
on July 25, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  Special Music will be by the
White Sisters. Rev. Austin Harmon of Dawsonville, Ga., will
bring the message. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday,  July 25, 11 a.m., will show a
video from Michael A. Singer.  The church is located at 80 Her-
itage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant in Heritage Hol-
low.

Central Baptist Church “Farm Fresh Faith” Vacation Bible
School will be held on Saturday, Aug. 7, 8:30 a.m.   Classes avail-
able for all ages. Bible School kickoff Cookout and preregistra-
tion, Saturday, July 31. Waterplay starts at 4 p.m., cookout at 6
p.m. The church is located at 392 Belleview Rd.

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Chris-
tian fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Interces-
sory  Prayer is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and
Bible study is Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at
462 Depot St.  For more information, call (828)369-2465 or
(828)421-4153. 

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.
Frank Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The
church is located at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in
its sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is ob-
served and safety measures are in place.  Services are also
streamed online on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page.
The church is located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington
Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sab-
bath School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are
required. The church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

Email church items to maconcountynews@gmail.com 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DINING

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm

Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

24 Iotla Street • Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

★

Sunday – Thursday   11am – 4pm
Friday – Saturday   11am – 9pm

828.524.0099 • 86 W Main St, Franklin, NC

★

★

★

New
Hours
New
Hours

Cinnamon Hill Gelato
and European Pastries

GRAND OPENING
Saturday, July 31 – 11am-6pm

180 Wayah Street, Franklin, NC
(Near Franklin High School)

882288..336699..33666633
77 East Main St. at the top of town hill

Downtown Franklin, NC
ROOTANDBARREL.COM

Featuring Macon County’s Wagyu Beef
from Providence Farmstead & Slanted 

Window wines from Senamore Vineyards.

Hours: Tues.–Thurs.  12-8pm  •  Fri. & Sat.  12-9pm
CChheecckk oouutt oouurr wweebbssiittee,, FFaacceebbooookk && IInnssttaaggrraamm

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

Town rolls over TDA surplus to 2021
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

With events being cancelled due to the COVID19 pan-
demic and government safety protocols, the Franklin
Tourism Development Authority (TDA) had additional
funding left over in the 2020-2021 fiscal year that other-
wise would have been disbursed in the form of grants to
local events and organizations promoting tourism to the
area. As more and more events and activities are beginning
to be scheduled as the world opens back up, Connie Gru-
bermann, chair of the the Franklin TDA asked the town of
Franklin to allocate the balance remaining from last year to
be spent in the new fiscal year that started on July 1. 
“The funds are TDA funds and because they were not

spent last year, they will be added to the TDA’s fund bal-
ance,” said Grubermann. “We are asking for the board’s
approval to add it to this year’s general budget rather than
the fund balance.” 
The Franklin TDA is charged with disbursing room oc-

cupancy tax collections to businesses and organizations
geared toward the promotion of travel and tourism in the
Franklin area.
Last year, the TDA reported an anticipated budget for

2019-20 of $140,000 but the total revenue collected was
$115,935.34. The TDA’s total expenses were at $118,665,
which means $2,729 had to be used from the TDA’s
$152,631 fund balance to balance the budget by June 30,
2020, when the fiscal year ended. 
The TDA’s new budget kicked off on July 1, 2020 and

with more of an idea of the impact of COVID19, the board
adjusted the budget to reflect the anticipated continued de-
crease in revenues. However, even though room tax num-
bers were down the first few months of 2020, by summer,
Franklin experienced an influx of visitors as people from
around the country fled large cities for the more sparsely

populated mountains. The unexpected influx of visitors to
Franklin — despite fewer events and organizations re-
questing funding from the TDA resulted in additional funds
at the end of the fiscal year. 
According to TDA reports, April 2020 was the worst

month on record for room occupancy tax collections in
Franklin with just $707.20 collected, a significant hit com-
pared to the $10,302 for the year prior for the same month.
However, while April 2020 was the hardest hit month dur-
ing the pandemic, April 2021 set a record for the TDA with
a tax collection of $14,346.44 — the highest collection
amount for any April on record. A similar trend was seen
for the month of May. The Franklin TDA collected
$4,265.21 in May 2020 — a more than $10,000 reduction
from the prior year — however in May 2021, the TDA re-
ported a collection of $16,649.89, the highest collection
for May on record for the TDA.
By June 2020, the Franklin TDA collections has returned

to near normal collection rates — while slightly less than
previous years, but far different from the impact experi-
enced in April and May. 
During the July meeting of the Franklin Town Council,

the TDA reported that with one month remaining before
the fiscal year collection records were finalized — which
sees more than $10,000 on average historically — the
Franklin TDA has already collected $117,705.56 for the
2020-21 fiscal year — a $2,000 increase over the prior 12
months. The Franklin TDA will close out the 2020-21 fis-
cal year with a collection rate of close to pre-pandemic lev-
els. 
The Franklin Town Council voted to approve allocating

the unspent TDA budget from 2020-21 for the 2021-22 fis-
cal year budget to allow the TDA to provide additional
grants and funding opportunities to encourage tourism and
development this year. 

The Macon County Public Library will host the Annual His-
tory of American Folk Music with Marshall Ballew Thursday,
July 22, at 6 p.m. Ballew's concert will be a musical and his-
torical journey through the many years and forms of Amer-
ican Folk Music, with its roots in both the Scotch-Irish
ballads and tunes of the British Isles which gave rise to old-
time, folk and bluegrass; and the Mother Church of African-
American Gospel which birthed jazz, swing, ragtime, and the
blues. He will trace the roots and hybrids of all these forms
like rockabilly, hokum, rock and roll, and rhythm and blues
on a variety of stringed instruments. The library is located at
149 Siler Farm Road. For more information, call (828)534-
3600. 
Page 16 Note: Last week’s announcement contained the
wrong date.

EATING OUT

Ballew presents history 
of American Folk Music 

https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
https://www.facebook.com/Motor-Company-Grill-129156600466565
https://www.facebook.com/Cinnamon-Hill-Gelato-and-Pastries-111480821210898/
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Las-Margaritas-Mexican-Restaurant-113686940762738
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Free Entertainment Every Saturday!
Pickin' on the Square is fun, free, weekly entertainment most Saturday nights throughout the summer.

Main entertainment starts at approximately 7:00 p.m.
For more information call 828-524-2516   Donnie Clay - Coordinator

(828) 524-0280 • 10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC  28763
Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5:30pm

BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Make sure to visit both of our buildings!

• Running Boards
• Tonneau Covers

• Ladder
Racks

• Tool Boxes
• Hitches

• Grill Guards

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATION’S #1 SPRAYED-IN BED LINER

BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

24 E. MAIN ST.
FRANKLIN, NC
828.369.7300

NEW STORE HOURS! 
MON-FRI  10-7 

SAT  9-9 • SUN  12-5

Introducing 
Mo�er of 
�e Bride

Arise & Shine
Thrift Store

Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. 

Franklin, NC
(828) 634-0217

Hours:  Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

BIG BAG SALE! $6 BAG
FRI. AUG. 13 & SAT. AUG. 14Rusted Arrow 

Market
Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques

828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

Estate Jewelry, Fine Diamonds, 
Precious Gems, Watch Batteries.

882288..336699..99444400 3388 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

JEWELERSTThhee BBeesstt SSmmaallll JJeewweellrryy
SSttoorree iinn tthhee MMoouunnttaaiinnss..

UUPP TTOO 7700%% OOFFFF!!

www.booksunlimitednc.com

A book is a present you
can open again and again

Books Unlimited
60 East Main St. • Franklin, NC  

(828) 369-7942
suzanne@booksunlimitednc.com

RRUUSSTT&&
RREELLIICCSS

7711 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 
((882288))334499--44446677

RUST&
RELICS

AAnnttiiqquueess,, CCoolllleeccttiibblleess,, 
HHaannddmmaaddee && MMoorree

EEmmaaiill:: RRuussttAAnnddRReelliiccss7711@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm    ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//RRuussttAAnnddRReelliiccss7711

This Saturday we are happy to have the Darren Nicholson Band. Darren is a member of the great Balsam Range. He has
captured a lot of awards for his musicianship and his great vocals. He has won the Bluegrass IBMA Mandolin Player award,
as well as for vocalist. This band is different, as they do a lot of country and country rock but he will do some bluegrass, too.
Trust me, you do not want to miss this concert.

So start making plans for this Saturday evening at the gazebo in downtown Franklin. Bring yourself a chair and leave your
cares. Remember, these concerts are brought to you by the Town of Franklin, free of charge. I’ll see you Saturday evening.

Donnie Clay, Coordinator for Pickin’ on the Square

https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
https://www.facebook.com/LeAnders-Jewelers-596689260709091/
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.smokeymountainauctioncompany.hibid.com
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
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179 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • 828.634.0080
“Offering dignity & purpose through service”

The Grove dedicated by All Saints, open to all
Deena C. Bouknight, – Contributing Writer 

Just after their 10 a.m. service this past Sunday,
All Saints Episcopal Church congregants and guests
gathered on a hillside next to the church office to
dedicate The Grove, which includes a timber-frame
arbor, walkways, trees, and benches for the use of
not just the church but also the Franklin community.
Situated on what was once occupied by a neglected
historic house that was a few years ago available for
free for anyone who wanted to move it off the prop-
erty, The Grove was dedicated in memory of parish-
ioner John Russell’s late wife, Sharon, who died at
age 63, and son John Jr., who died at age 19. Rus-
sell donated the funds to All Saints for the con-
struction of the open-air pavilion as well as the
landscaping, and more. 

All Saints’ Rector, Rev. Jonathan Stepp, told the
crowd gathered for the dedication on the corner of
Church and Iotla streets, “It’s a beautification of our
property … a gift we can give our con-
gregation and our community, and an
improvement near the town square.
It’s a space where people can reflect
and find rest, enjoy a peaceful lunch,
spend time in prayer …” 

The design of the front of the struc-
ture mirrors the front portion of the
Gothic Revival-style church. Crosses
make up the east and west sides, and
there are plaques, which were hand-
made by local potter Brad Dobson of
Mud Dabbers Potter, that include such
expressions as “Truth” and “Love.”
The vaulted shiplap ceiling includes a
hanging light, and the structure has
been equipped with a sound system so
that music will play regularly. Plus,
there are benches on all four sides. 

“John Russell had a vision,” said
Rev. Stepp, and “it’s a blessing for this
town.” He led participants through a
litany of blessing and thanksgiving, in-
cluding the prayer: “In the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we give
thanks for this grove and arbor, bless-
ing them to be a place of deep connec-
tion with the Divine, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” 

Russell, who spoke with visiting
family members, friends, and church
members present, shared that his wife
and son “gave love” and provided “memories,” and he thought
of The Grove as their gift. Inside the structure’s construction,
he explained, are his wife and son’s names included on wooden
pegs. 

Russell thanked many individuals who
worked to make The Grove a reality, in-
cluding Paul Shuler of Cowee Grading;
Charlie Mayol of Charles & Son Con-
crete, Kent Ledford, New Creations
Landscaping; Walker Enterprise; and
more. 

Built in 1888, All Saints’ St. Agnes
Chapel on Church Street is constructed of handmade bricks
formed by clay from the nearby Little Tennessee River.
Church pews were hand made, and in 1888 the membership
consisted of 12. 

All four sides of The Grove pavilion in-
clude handmade plaques by a local pot-
ter, and the east and west sides are
crosses. The arbor is complemented by a
landscaped area with benches.

Parishioner John Russell donated the funds
for The Grove to honor the memory of his
late wife and son.

View obituaries online at
themaconcountynews.com

Patrick William McConnell
Patrick William McConnell, 63, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on Sun-
day, July 18,2021.

Born in Columbia, S.C., he was the
son of the late Millard B. and Louise
York McConnell. He retired from the
United States Airforce in 2001 as a
C.M.S.G.T., and later retired from the
Social Security Administration. He
attended Prentiss Baptist Church. He
was a very active member of VFW
Post 7339 where he had previously
served as commander; and the Amer-
ican Legion Post 108. He also be-
longed to the Masonic Lodge in
Fayetteville, N.C.

He is survived by his wife of eight years, Carol Goran Mc-
Connell; grandmother, Kay Ledford of Franklin; stepdaughter,
Richelle Helms Metz of Michigan; two brothers, Joseph Mc-
Connell (Geneva) of Albuquerque, N.M. and Mark McConnell
(Margaret) of Franklin; and one sister, Debbie Brogden (Andy) of
Hendersonville, N.C.; one grandson and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Memorial service will be Friday, July 23, at 11 a.m., in the
chapel of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Randy Drinnon will offici-
ate.  Burial will be in the Prentiss Baptist Church cemetery with
military honors being provided by VFW post 7339 and American
Legion Post 108.

The family will receive friends from 10 to 11 a.m., one hour
prior to the service at Macon Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Prentiss Bap-
tist Church cemetery fund or VFW Post 7339.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Patrick McConnell

Ruben Cano
Ruben Cano, (MSGT, Ret.

USAF,) 77, of Franklin, N.C.,
passed away Tuesday, July 13, at
Mission Hospital in Asheville.

He is survived by his wife of 56
years, Alice Rosario; two daugh-
ters, Yvonne D Cano of Franklin
and Michelle M Cano of Man-
chester, Tenn.; two sisters, Lour-
des Lasselle of Tullahoma Tenn.,
and Elvia Cano of Sacramento,
Calif.; and multiple nieces and
nephews. 

He was a Vietnam veteran, and
a retired USPS Letter Carrier.
Originally from El Paso, Texas,
he retired to Franklin with his wife Alice. He was an avid basket-
ball player, animal lover, and friend to all. He was especially a lov-
ing husband and father and will forever be remembered for his
great humor. 

Funeral services were held Friday, July 16, at St Francis of As-
sisi Catholic Church with burial at Woodlawn Cemetery with full
military honors.

Ruben Cano

https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/
https://www.themaconcountynews.com
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“...the fundamental purpose animating the Faith of God and His Religion
is to safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the human race...”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH

11--880000--222288--66448833    wwwwww..bbaahhaaii..uuss
WWeeeekkllyy ddeevvoottiioonnss aanndd ddiissccuussssiioonnss iinn FFrraannkklliinn,, ooppeenn ttoo aallll.. CCaallll 330022--338833--66883355..

FFrraannkklliinn •• MMuurrpphhyy •• SSyyllvvaa •• WWaayynneessvviillllee

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Estelle Brandsma
Estelle Brandsma, 82, of Franklin, N.C., passed away June 17,

2021. She was born to the late Theodore and Florence Rogovin
July 18, 1938, in Youngtown, Ohio. 

She is survived by her husband of 35 years, Bruce Brandsma of
the home; a daughter, Jill Sue Weinstein (David) of Port St. John,
Fla.;  a sister, Judy Rosenburg of Pembroke, Fla.; a grandson,
Matthew Newman of N. Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; and a former son-in-
law, Cliff Newman. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her for-
mer husband, Paul Schwartz and a sister, Charlene Cohen. 

Estelle and Bruce had an antique business and traveled through-
out the country buying and selling antiques. Estelle led a full life
traveling overseas with her husband Bruce. 

A private memorial gathering will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers memorials can be made to the Alzheimer's

Association Western Carolina Chapter, 4600 Park Rd. STE 250,
Charlotte, NC 28209. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral home & Crematory is serving the
Brandsma family.

Dorothy Rogers Gregory
Dorothy Rogers Gregory, 89,

went to her Heavenly home on
July 10, 2021.

She was born in Macon County
to the late John and Addie Miller
Rogers. In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death by her
husband, Patrick “Pat” Gregory;
six brothers, Lee, Harley, Carl,
Henry, Harrison, and Willis
Rogers; three sisters, Valerie Led-
ford, Blanche Cabe, and Ellen
Miller; and a grandson, Robert
Dingus.

She worked in the home and
loved cooking, sewing, quilting,
and crocheting. She always had an instant smile and she loved
everyone.

She is survived by her five children, daughter, Phyllis Mason of
Franklin, N.C.; sons, Patrick Gregory (Rosa) of Fuquay-Varina,
N.C., Darrell Gregory (Connie) of Franklin, Marvin Gregory of
Cornelia, Ga., and Shane Gregory (Stacey) of Cleveland, Ga.; sis-
ter, Roberta Holt of Dillard, Ga.; five grandchildren, Shelly Mar-
ion, Theresa Wolfe, Jessica Meeks, Ashley Sorenson, and Cieara
Gregory; and four great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and
nephews also survive.

Graveside services were held Wednesday, July 14, at the Wright
Cemetery.  Rev. Mark Bishop officiated.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations can be made to Wright
Cemetery.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements for the Gre-

gory family.

Dorothy Rogers Gregory

Janet Marie Caple Appalsamy
Janet Marie Caple Appalsamy, 72, passed away Wednesday,

July 14, 2021, at home with the family by her side.
She was born Nov. 25, 1948, to the late Harris Caple and Rose

Marie Hale Caple. She worked and retired as a hair stylist. She
loved the sauna, pool, and being in the sun. She also enjoyed
watching the Food Network Channel, NCIS, and Grey's Anatomy.
She loved the Lord and was of the Christian faith.

Survivors include her husband, Desmon Appalsamy of the
home; three children, Shawn Maddox (D'Anne) of Franklin, N.C.,
David Maddox (Stacey) of West Palm Beach, Fla., and Michela
Caple (Steve Castilla) of Ft. Pierce, Fla.; and three grandchildren,
Cash Castilla, Madison Maddox, and Genevieve Maddox.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Ap-
palsamy family.

Johnathan ‘Trent’ Stinson
Johnathan “Trent” Stinson, 48,

resident of Lawrenceville Ga.,
formerly of Franklin, N.C., fought
his two-year battle with lung can-
cer before passing peacefully in
his home on July 17, 2021, sur-
rounded by his loving family.

He is survived by parents,
Michelle Coburn and James Stin-
son; wife, Robin Stinson; chil-
dren, Keirston and William
Grace; granddaughter, Clover
Stinson; siblings, Christy (Doug)
Cabe, Sarah (Benjamin) Heath;
nieces, Kimberly Cates, Kayla
and Lydia Cabe; and great
nephew, Gavin Cates. 

He was a loving husband and father, son and brother. Gentle,
funny and kind hearted, he will be truly missed by everyone he
has touched. He was loved by all.

Services will be held by Wages & Sons Funeral Home, 1031
Lawrenceville Highway, Lawrenceville, Ga. on Sunday, July 25,
at 2 p.m.

Johnathan ‘Trent’ Stinson

Martha Sam Gibson Jamison
Martha Sam Gibson Jamison, 72,

went home to be with the Lord Fri-
day, July 16, 2021. She was born in
Macon County, North Carolina, on
Nov. 8, 1948, to the late Sam Gib-
son and Mary Jo Fulbright Gibson.
She was a graduate of the Franklin
High School Class of 1967 and
earned a BSED degree in 1971
from Western Carolina University
after she completed her student
teaching requirements in Honduras.
From 1971 until 2003, she taught in
the Macon County school system in
Highlands, Otto, East Franklin, and
Cartoogechaye Elementary.

She loved traveling. Her travels included exploring the west and
visiting the National Parks in their RV as well as touring, Spain,
The Greek Islands, and Greece. Some of her greatest joys came
from going saltwater fishing with her husband, playing bridge with
her Franklin bridge club, and participating in the neighborhood
Birthday Club at their lake home in Townville, S.C. 

She was a lifelong member of the Iotla Baptist Church in
Franklin, N.C. 

Survivors include her husband of 50 years, Bill Jamison; sis-
ter-in-law, Robin Jamison Shope (Phil) of Arden, N.C.; brother-in-
law, Farrell Jamison of Franklin; best friend, Carol Arnold; and
her favorite cousin, Martha Jamison Constance. 

A Celebration of Life service will be Saturday, July 24, at 2
p.m., at the First United Methodist Church, Franklin. The family
will receive friends from 1 to 2 p.m. prior to the service. A private
burial will be held in the Woodlawn Cemetery at a later time.         

The family would like to express a special thank you to Dr. Kit
Helm; all the doctors and nurses at Angel Medical Center and the
Messino Cancer Center of Asheville for all the great care they
gave to her during her illness. 

Online condolences can be left at bryantgrantfuneralhome.com
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Jami-

son family. 

Martha Jamison

Randall Clifford
Downs

Randall (Randy) Clifford
Downs, 70, went to heaven July
16, 2021. 

A Celebration of Life will be
held at a later date.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is
honored to serve Randy's family.  

Online condolences may be
made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-
alcare.com.

John Deering Roberts
John Deering Roberts, 78 of Highlands, N.C., passed away Jan.

21, 2021.
A celebration of life will be held on Saturday July 24, at 11 a.m.,

at The Episcopal Church of The Incarnation In Highlands.

John Alfred Forest
John Alfred Forest, 92, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
July 12, 2021.

He was born in Rochester,
N.Y., to the late Henry and Alice
Forest.

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his son,
John Alfred Forest Jr. and wife
Dorothy Forest.

He was a veteran of the U.S.
Army and was a Purple Heart re-
cipient. He was a skilled wood-
worker and enjoyed football and
golf. 

He is survived by his children,
Kathleen Tucker of Franklin Trudi Freimuth of Franklin, Linda
Buso of Houston, Texas, John Forest of Margat, Fla.; and Corey
Bytof of San Rafael, Calif.; 12 grandchildren; 22 great grandchil-
dren; and numerous nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the wounded war-

rior project at https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/
Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral home will be handling the arrangements.

John Alfred Forest

More obituaries on page 20

Randall Clifford Downs
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Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

Laura Arlene Stucky
Laura Arlene Stucky, 63, of

Huntsville, Ala., passed away on
July 7, 2021, after a brief battle
with cancer. 

Born on Aug. 22, 1957, in Cal-
ifornia, she was the third of six
siblings. She lived in a variety of
places, including Franklin for sev-
eral years. She loved classic rock,
eating raw egg noodles, her pets,
her children, and was passionate
about art. She was extremely tal-
ented in painting with watercolor
and acrylic. She enjoyed doing
southwestern art and landscape
and later dabbled in abstract art.
She also enjoyed hand-making cards for people. She also enjoyed
photography, riding her bike, traveling, and spending time with
her cat, Caeser. 

She is preceded in death by her father, Robert "Bob" Stucky,
her mother, Shirley Stucky, her aun,t Arlene Bucher Diamond, and
her grandson, Maverick Orion.

She is survived by her daughters, Jessica and Shianne; son,
Joseph; her sisters, Vickie, Lisa, Kelly and Caryn; and brother,
Robert Jr.; two grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, and numerous
nieces and nephews. 

No services will be held at this time.

Laura Arlene Stucky

Earl Lynn Phillips
Loving and faithful husband, fa-

ther, grandfather, great-grandfather,
brother, son, friend, and most impor-
tantly, child of God, Earl Lynn
Phillips departed this world on July
11, 2021, to enter the kingdom of
heaven and the presence of the Lord.

To all who knew him, he was a
joyful person who caught people off
guard with his dry wit and sense of
humor. He was a man who loved
everyone, who had a gift for recog-
nizing and promoting the potential he
saw in others, even when they could
not see it themselves. Generous and
kind, patient and forgiving, he did
not expect of others what he did not expect from himself.

Lynn was a Christ follower and a member of First Alliance
Church in Franklin, N.C. He was happiest with hands-on ministry
in the church and community, working closely with people to serve
their needs as directly as he could. His mountain home was often
a retreat for missionaries visiting Franklin from around the world,
and it was his pleasure to provide them a place to rest and recharge.

A husband of 57 years to his wife, Pat, and father to his three sons,
Lynn took seriously his role as provider and protector, often work-
ing quietly behind the scenes to fulfill the desires of his family. As a
grandfather, “Pop” cherished each moment shared with his grand-
children – building things in the workshop, riding in his truck, ex-
ploring the mountain property, and especially just being together.

He loved woodworking, refinishing furniture, gardening, and
spending time with friends and family. He passed his love of music
to his children and grandchildren. He loved to plan elaborate trips
and to travel. In his later years, he researched family history.

He was born May 19, 1941, in Mena, Ark., to Earl Tildon and
Marjorie Galloway Phillips. He graduated from Fort Smith Senior
High School in 1959 and served in the Arkansas Air National
Guard from 1960 until his honorable discharge in 1966. Starting
out with J.C. Penney in the shoe department at age 17, his career
included nine moves across six different states until his retirement
as store manager in 1998 when he chose to settle in Franklin, his
final home of 23 years.

Left with many wonderful memories are his wife, Patricia Cot-
ten Phillips; his sons and their wives, Michael and Suzanne Phillips
of Greenville, S.C., Mitchell and Lori Phillips of Marietta, Ga., and
Matthew and Libby Phillips of Syracuse, N.Y.; his grandchildren,
Doug (Meg), Blake (Caitlyn), Nicholas, Ashley, Josh, Jackson,
Samuel, Madie, Landon, Abby, and Austin; his great-granddaugh-
ter, Hailey Adelynn; and his siblings, Joyce Gray of Springfield,
Mo., and Patsy (Gary) Tuer of Mountain Home, Texas. He was pre-
deceased by his parents; his sister, Brenda Fitting; his in-laws, Bill
and Joy Cotten and his sister-in-law, Deborah Harrison.

Burial took place at a private family service on July 14 at Ram-
sey Creek Preserve in Westminster, S.C.

A public memorial service will be held Thursday, July 22, at 4
p.m., at First Alliance Church-Franklin, NC.

As an expression of sympathy, memorial contributions can be
made to the First Alliance Church Great Commission Fund or
Samaritan's Purse.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Earl Lynn Phillips

Heinz Ludwig Bressel
Heinz Ludwig Bressel, 93, passed away Saturday, July 17, 2021.

He was born April 20, 1928, in Hamburg, Germany. He lived in
Franklin for the past 29 years. He worked and retired in the man-
ufacturing of jewelry. He was also an assistant curator at the
Franklin Gem and Mineral Museum. 

Survivors include his son, Raymond Bressel (Carol) of
Rochester, Minn.; a sister, Helga Schmidt (Peter) of Hamburg, Ger-
many; a granddaughter, Lindsey Porter (John) of Rochester, Minn.;
and a new great grandchild in the next few weeks. 

A memorial service will be held at a later date. 
Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-

home.com.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Bres-

sel family.

Brian ‘Boney’ Keith McConnell
Brian “Boney” Keith Mc-

Connell, 44, of Franklin, N.C.,
passed away on Friday, July 16,
2021, after a period of declining
health.

He was born in Sylva, N.C., the
first son of Michael Keith and
Diane Crisp McConnell. He was a
member of Black Mountain Bap-
tist Church. “Boney” as he was af-
fectionately known, was a friend
to many. He enjoyed working on
his Jeep, riding around with
friends, and pulling pranks on
anyone he could.

In addition to his parents, Mike
and Diane, he is survived by a brother, Chad Douglas McConnell
of Franklin; nephew, Preston; and niece, Morgan; and numerous
aunts, uncles, and friends.

A Celebration of Life was held Monday, July 19, at Windy Gap
Baptist Church.  Rev. Mark Bishop officiated.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the American
Heart Association: American Heart Association/ American Stroke
Association 10 Glenlake Pkwy NE South Tower Suite 400Atlanta,
GA 30328.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Brian Keith McConnell

Kenneth ‘Ken’ Cloyce Giblin
Kenneth “Ken” Cloyce Giblin, 81, of Franklin, N.C., passed

away July 18, 2021.
He was born in Detroit, Mich., to the late Cloyce and Gladys

Lumley Giblin.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife

Nancy; sisters, Shirley Lowry, Mary Wise, both of Florida, Betty
Smith of Michigan; and brother, Mike Giblin of Florida.

He was a U.S. veteran and served in Vietnam from 1961 -1963.
He loved to work on computers as well as wood crafts. His other
hobbies included golfing and fishing.

He is survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
A memorial service will be held at Woodlawn Cemetery in St.

Petersburg, Fla., at a later date.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Loren Maurice Long
Loren Maurice Long, 51, passed

away on July 9, 2021.  Born in
Lynchburg, Va., in 1969, he was
predeceased by his father, Harold
Daniel Long, his mother, Margaret
June Brinegar, his stepfather,
Patrick Floyd Stanley and his
brother, Daniel Conway Long
(Wanda).  

He is survived by his sisters,
Cynthia (Marvin), Lorita (Barry)
and Sue (Thomas) as well as his
brothers, Rodney (Valerie) and
Bryan.

He met his wife, Jane Regan, at
Shiloh Bible Institute in Montana.
They married at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Franklin and had
two sons, Matthew Regan and Graham Thomas.  After obtaining
an Associate’s degree in Network Administration from South-
western Community College, he was employed for 20 years as
Chief Technology Officer at Macon Bank and Entegra Bank. 

Loren’s walk of faith was important in his life, and he studied the
Word of God with commitment while encouraging and mentoring
others.  He enjoyed kayaking, running, karate and tennis, but,
above all, he enjoyed his family.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Christian Training Cen-
ter International, 234 Watchman Lane, Franklin, NC 28734.

Loren Maurice Long

Phylliss Rena Garrison
Phylliss Rena Garrison, 37, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away July
15, 2021.

She was born in Milledgeville,
Ga., to Margie Wilson Garrison
and the late Bobby Smith. In ad-
dition to her father, she was pre-
ceded in death by her stepfather,
Bud Garrison; and sister, Jody
Lynn Smith. 

She was a long-time resident of
Macon County. She loved her
family and animals. 

She is survived by her husband,
John Hershel Garrison; children,
Johnnie Rena Garrison of the
home, and John Hershel Garrison Jr.; mother, Margie Wilson Gar-
rison; and numerous nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Appalachian An-
imal Rescue at 851 Lake Emory Rd, Franklin, NC 28734

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Phylliss Rena Garrison

https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

84o/64o

40%
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24%
84o/65o

35%
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40%
84o/64o

40%

Call Michael Wiercinski

Mountain Rock Wealth Management

828.777.5752 175 E. Main St., Franklin, NC

Investing for
Retirement?

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer
NASCAR Wire Service

With a stunning victory in Sun-
day’s Foxwoods Resort Casino 301
at New Hampshire Motor Speedway,
Aric Almirola sent shock waves
through the NASCAR Cup Series’
Playoff standings.

With hard-charging Christopher
Bell closing behind him, Almirola
crossed the finish line at the 1.058-
mile track .657 seconds ahead of the
Joe Gibbs Racing driver to win the
third race of his career and give
Stewart-Haas Racing its first osten-
sible Playoff berth of the 2021 cam-
paign.

After battling Team Penske team-
mates Brad Keselowski and Ryan
Blaney—who waged their own in-
ternecine war shortly after the start
of the third stage—Almirola had to
hold off Bell to win for the first time
this season and for the first time on a track that isn’t a su-
perspeedway.

Almirola entered Sunday’s event 27th in the Cup stand-
ings. Leaving New Hampshire, he’s eligible to compete for
the series championship, barring the unlikeliest of circum-
stances.

“This is by far one of my favorite race tracks,” an elated
Almirola said after taking the checkered flag. “I love com-
ing up to the New England area and racing. I love this race
track. I had this race won a couple of years ago, and I gave
it away—I lost it. And I am so glad to win a race here with
this race team. 

“It’s so good, man. We’ve been through so much, and I
just stood the test. Everybody has just been working so
hard… There’ve been so many people who have continued
to support us through the crappiest year ever. Man, this feels
so good for them. My pit crew did a phenomenal job on pit
road. There’s no doubt we’ve struggled, but guess what?
We’re going Playoff racing.”

It helped Almirola’s cause that NASCAR cut the race
eight laps short of the scheduled 301 circuits because of
darkness, a move necessitated by a rain delay that com-
menced after eight laps had been completed and Kyle
Busch’s polesitting car had been wrecked beyond repair.

Bell thought an extra eight laps might have made the dif-
ference.

“I didn’t know how many laps they cut it short, but defi-
nitely whenever I saw the board and saw that we were eight
laps short, it stings, man, because I feel like I probably had
a little bit better pace than him, and I was able to get to him,”
said Bell, who won Saturday’s NASCAR Xfinity Series race
at the track.

“I know lapped cars were giving him a bad time, but I
was able to get to him, and it was going to be a heck of a
race.”

Penske teammates Keselowski, Joey Logano and Blaney
ran third, fourth and fifth, respectively, with Logano recov-
ering from a two-lap penalty incurred during the rain delay.
Nicked for the two circuits when  a crewman worked on his
car during the red-flag period, Logano used two free passes
under caution to his advantage.

Kevin Harvick finished sixth after winning the first stage
and leading a race-high 66 laps, the first time since May 9 at

Aric Almirola shakes up playoff standings
with unexpected win at New Hampshire

Aric Almirola, driver of the #10 Smithfield Ford, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Cup Series Foxwoods Resort Casino 301 at New Hampshire Motor Speedway on
July 18, 2021 in Loudon, New Hampshire. 

Photo by James Gilbert/Getty Images

Darlington the driver of the No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford
had been at the front of the field.

Ford drivers claimed five of the top six finishing posi-
tions, with Bell in a Toyota being the only exception. Kyle
Larson, Ross Chastain, Alex Bowman and Denny Hamlin
completed the top 10.

Almirola’s victory set up a battle between Richard Chil-
dress Racing teammates Tyler Reddick and Austin Dillon
for the 16th and final Playoff berth. Both were comfortably
situated in points before the race, but Almirola’s win reduced
the number of available spots in the postseason from four to
three.

Reddick currently leads Dillon by five points for the last
Playoff-eligible position with four regular-season events re-
maining.

On Lap 6, as rain began falling with sudden intensity,
frontrunner Kyle Busch spun into the Turn 1 wall, crushing
the rear of his No. 18 Toyota. Joe Gibbs Racing teammate
Martin Truex Jr. suffered a similar fate on the wet track,
damaging the front end and splitter of his No. 19 Camry.

Hamlin spun behind Busch and Truex, making slight con-
tact with the No. 48 Chevrolet of Bowman, but Hamlin had
more time to react after witnessing the ill fortune of his JGR
teammates and escaped major damage.

NASCAR officials were surprised at how quickly mist
turned to hard rain rendered the track too treacherous to con-
tinue the race.

“As (race director) Tim Bermann is about to put out the
yellow, we look down and (Busch) is already getting loose,”
said NASCAR executive director and chief racing develop-
ment officer Steve O’Donnell. 

“I’ve been here a number of years. That’s the first time
I’ve seen that in terms of how quickly it came upon us. Cer-
tainly mist, we’ve raced in mist conditions before. The track
got slick, obviously, in a hurry, and it was unfortunate what
took place.”

The wreck eliminated Busch from the race in 37th (last)
place. Truex recovered to finish 12th.

Logano suffered corollary damage when debris from the
track stuck in the throttle linkage and prevented the throttle
from opening fully. Because a crew member began working
on the car before the red flag was lifted, Logano incurred the
two-lap penalty.

https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

70. Partner of pains
71. Emeralds and rubies
72. *One of "Little Women"
73. Haul something heavy

DOWN
1. German river
2. Large edible mushroom,
pl.
3. Seed covering
4. Substitute for tender
5. *Shenzi, Banzai and Ed in
"Lion King"
6. *One in a pocketful
7. Lawyers' league
8. Horizontal bar dance
9. It's knee high by the
Fourth of July?
10. Strong desire
11. Channel marker

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: KIDS
CLASSICS

ACROSS
1. E-wallet content
6. Pen ____
9. *Rubik's ____
13. Bryan Stevenson's
"Just ____"
14. *____-Wan Kenobi
15. Egyptian falcon-
headed deity
16. Top of a steeple
17. *"____-I-Am"
18. Vernacular
19. *"Walking" spring toy
21. *Purple dinosaur
23. Foot the bill
24. Smidgen
25. *KIDZ ____
28. Like a mattress?
30. Stay clear of
35. *Dumbo's were huge
37. *Arnold Lobel's "Frog
and ____"
39. Emotional punishment
40. At the summit of
41. Young hooter
43. Shakespeare's home-
town river
44. Increase rpms (2
words)
46. *Pinocchio or Baron
Munchausen, e.g.
47. Retired, shortened
48. Soft palate vibrations
50. Bob of the boxing
world
52. Bovine hangout
53. Give the cold shoulder
55. Unagi on sushi menu
57. *Place called Sesame
60. *Place for Pong and
Pac-Man
63. Semolina source
64. It would
66. Mourning fabric
68. Arterial blood vessel
69. Atlantic catch

12. Eastern Standard Time
15. What bullies do
20. City in Japan
22. Past tense of eat
24. Popular salad dressing
25. *Winnie and Paddington
26. Derived from oats
27. Utah city
29. Thanksgiving turkey,
e.g.
31. Burn to a crisp
32. V·clav of Czechoslova-
kia
33. Be theatrical
34. *One of the Darling chil-
dren
36. Horse prod
38. Letter opener
42. More true
45. Bygone Spanish money

49. "He said, ___ said"
51. Place that attracts visi-
tors, pl.
54. Ancient city in Africa
56. Cooler clime conifer
57. *"One, two, buckle my
____"
58. Four years in the White
House, e.g.
59. *"____ of NIMH"
60. *____ Walker, American
Girl
61. *"Matilda" and "The
Gremlins" author
62. *"The Three Muske-
teers" sword
63. Tail action
65. *Huck's friend
67. Sixth sense

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.themaconcountynews.com
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
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9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

882288--334499--44550000

110000%% SSAATTIISSFFAACCTTIIOONN GGUUAARRAANNTTEEEEDD

In Otto since 1998

Mon.–Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Gold City Storage
Call 800-713-7767

goldcitystorage.com

5 Acres of 
Outside Storage

10 Units of 
Inside Storage

Electronic 
Access

9410 Sylva Rd. Hwy. 441
Franklin, NC

PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

CNA TRAINED Caregiver, In Home
Aid, Run Errands, Dr. Appointments,
Grocery Store/Pharmacy. References.
Over 15 Years Experience.  (828)342-
3750.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hydroseed-
ing. (828)524-3976.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Cell (828)371-9754.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 25 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. (828)524-5475.
GIBSON’S PAINTING & Home Re-
pairs, 30 Years Experience, Insured,
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Interior and
Exterior Painting, Pressure Washing.
Free Estimates,.Beat Any Price.
(828)200-7549.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Yard Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+ years
experience. (845)807-1326.
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THE SUMMER HOUSE by Reeves is
hiring professional-appearing ware-
house and delivery team members
who can lift at least 60lbs and are
interested in excellent starting pay
as well as full benefits for full-time
employees. Come by in person to
2089 Dillard Road in Highlands and
ask for Sam or Janice.
LEAD MAN WANTED Clean Drivers
License, Drug Free, Installing Alu-
minum Products. (828)524-8074.

THE SUMMER HOUSE by Reeves is
looking to add a motivated and
hard-working team member to our
staff for shipping and receiving re-
sponsibilities that include check-
ing in and price-tagging
merchandise and working close
with other departments such as
sales and delivery. We offer excel-
lent starting pay and full benefits
for full-time staff. Must be able to
lift 40lbs and have basic computer
skills. Come by in person to 2089
Dillard Road in Highlands and ask
for Sam or Janice.

ZAXBY’S OF FRANKLIN Now Hiring
Full-time, Cooks, Cashiers.  Apply at
www.zaxjobs.com.  Come grow with
us!

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA High-
lands NC. Graphic Design & Layout
Professional, P/T Marketing
Asst/Print Production, Catering Man-
ager, Sales Manager, Assistant F&B
Manager, Banquet Captain, Banquet
Supervisor, Host, Server, Breakfast
Server, Server Assistant, Bartender,
AM Sous Chef, Breakfast Cook,
Cook, Assistant Pastry Chef, Dish-
washer, Reservations Specialist,
Front Desk Supervisor, Front Desk
Agent, Bellman, Room Attendant,
Houseman, 2nd Shift Laundry, Retail
Associate, Fitness Manager, Spa
Concierge, Spa Attendant, Massage
Therapist, Spin Instructor. Special
Retention Bonus, $1000 Full-
time/$500 Part-time, For These Li-
censed Positions: Cosmetologist,
Hair Stylist, Makeup Artist, Nail Tech.
Benefits and PTO for Full-time. Apply
online: www.oldedwardsinn.com/ca-
reers

PART-TIME CARPENTRY Must
Have Experience, Own Transporta-
tion. Otto Area, Starting $15 an Hour.
(386)843-1822.

LOOKING FOR REAL Mechanic who
Has Tools and Capable of Timing Belt
Jobs. Honesty a Must, Lazy Need Not
Apply. Apply in Person @ Ramsey’s
Auto Clinic.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
needing CNA’s and In Home Aids,
Part-time flexible hours.  Contact
Heather (828)524-6444.
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2 ADJOINING 1 ACRE LOTS Gated
Community, Close to Town, Paved
Roads, Underground Utilities, Shared
Well, Mountain Views. (727)510-1482.

FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 Lots in
Gated Community. Long Range Views,
Good Roads, Backed up to Indian
Land. Light Restrictions. (828)421-
4582.
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RV/CAMPER LOT Short distance to
town.  $325/month.  6-month minimum.
Includes water, sewer, and trash.  Text
your email address to (828)346-1200
for all the details.

CUSTOM BUILT HOME 2BD/1.5BA
Country Living at Its Best. Great Views,
Cowee Community, Central Heat/Air,
No Pets.  $975/monthly, First/Last/Se-
curity,  with References. Lease Agree-
ment Required.  (828)371-7760.
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OFFICE/RETAIL Available 8/15,
Franklin Business Center Suite 201-
Great for professional office or light re-
tail. 860 sq ft w/ up to four offices/three
entrances; fronts on Palmer Street with
off-street parking. (828)634-7939.
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AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
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2004 26TB COACHMAN Camper, 3
Bunk Beds, Sleeps 9, Really Good
Condition, New Battery, $7,000.
(828)342-3677.
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SMOKEY MOUNTAIN AUCTION CO.
online bidding, SmokeyMountainAuc-
tionCo.hibid.com   preview in person,
175 Jim Mann Rd. Open 10am-4pm
Mon-Sat NCAL  10389 (828)634-4271.

POWER PLATE MY3 New $1,500.
Slim Cycle New $150.  Call After 6 p.m.
(828)524-5845.

NEW HP DESKJET PLUS 4100 All-in-
One series Printer. Bought in July
2021. Made under 20 copies, Paid
$106.00 for Printer; Paid $10.00 for CD
ROM. Call (828)369-9914 Reasonable
offers only.

FOR DIY FOLKSWe have Slabs, Kiln
Dried, Various Lengths, Widths and
Various Types of Wood. To See Call
(828)524-7863.

FREE DUST COLLECTOR LID fits 30
gal trash can. Make into shop vac. 2-
stage dust collector. Tom (828)342-
5352.

FARMERS MARKET Spring Season
8-12, every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads, Pas-
tries,  Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps,
Eggs, Large Assortment of Cookies.
Blueberry & Blackberry Bushes, Pe-
onies. 200 Block East Palmer.
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THURSDAY/FRIDAY 7/22 and 7/23 1-
6 pm Furniture, equipment and sup-
plies from office closing.  Furniture, file
cabinets, sound deadening partitions,
cubicle accessories and desks, office
supplies, school supplies.  133 E.
Palmer St., lower level in rear.

YARD SALE July 23 & 24  8:30-2
Household items, tools, dresser, Hess
trucks. 645 Womack Street. No early
birds.
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BEAUTIFUL FREE KITTENS to loving
wonderful homes. Litter box trained.
Call (828)200-5101

1 DEXTER BULL $900. (828)349-
1156.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault in Macon
County. Information call (828)369-
2040.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors
& Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-
4pm.

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.goldcitystorage.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/


https://www.southwesterncc.edu/free
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