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Toddler found safe
after all-night search

FHS Class of 2021 go on Senior Grad Walk

Mission Health breaks 
ground for new hospital

Page 12

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

A Macon County toddler who went missing from his home
Sunday evening was safely returned to his parents thanks to
the joint efforts by the Burningtown Iotla Fire Department,
the Macon County Sheriff’s Office, North Carolina Wildlife,
Spartanburg County Search & Rescue, Jackson County Sher-
iff’s Office, Jackson & Macon Emergency Management,
EMS, 911, and numerous search and rescue squads.  Multi-
ple fire departments played a vital role in the search.  Agen-
cies included volunteers from Cullasaja, Cowee, West
Macon, Highlands and Franklin Fire Departments.
Just after 7 p.m. on Sunday, Macon County 911 received

a call for help in locating a two-year-old who had wandered
away from his home in the Burningtown community. Local
agencies immediately began canvassing the area. Jackson
County Sheriff’s Office & Jackson County Emergency Man-
agement assisted by flying drones with night vision over the
area.
Macon County Sheriff’s Deputy Edwin Grant who helped

coordinate search efforts requested the additional search of

Mission Health on Friday celebrated the groundbreaking for
its 82,500 square foot Angel Medical Center. 
“This construction project builds on and supports the vision

for healthcare in our communities. A new facility here in
Franklin will allow us to provide current patient care services
while focusing on the health of the community for years to
come,” said Karen Gorby, CEO of Angel Medical Center, dur-
ing remarks at the ceremony.
Located at One Center Court, Franklin, the new 30-bed fa-

cility will be 1.5 miles from the current facility. The new hos-
pital will have three operating rooms, one endoscopy suite, and
a 17-bed ER that will include three dedicated behavioral health
beds. 
“We are proud to be here to celebrate a true investment in

rural healthcare and in the Franklin community,” said Greg
Lowe, President, HCA Healthcare North Carolina Division,
who also spoke at the event. 
This new $68 million state-of-the-art healthcare facility will

offer the most up-to-date clinical services and integrates the
latest wireless technology available. It will provide larger
rooms, better lighting and the capacity to allow for the latest
technologies to be incorporated into the hospital.
Among community members in attendance were Jack Hor-

ton and Dinah Mashburn, Franklin Town Council members;
Warren Cabe, Director Macon County Emergency Services
and Gary Shields, Macon County Commissioner; Justin Setser,
Franklin Town Planner; Kevin Corbin, NC State Senator; Karl
Gillespie, NC State Representative District 120; and Police
Chief Bill Harrell.  The new Angel Medical Center is scheduled
to open in the fall of 2022.

At the groundbreaking of the new Angel Medical Center were (L-R) Becky Dahl, Med Surg ICU Patient Care Technician; Peggy
Ramey Operating Room RN; Leslie Vanhook, Radiology, David Franks, MD, Hospitalist and Chief of Staff; Tim Layman, manager
of Clinical Operations; Karen Gorby, CEO; Johnny Mira-Knipple, Board Chair.

See TODDLER page 3
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Macon County Sheriff’s Deputy Daniel Long carries the toddler
safely down the mountain where he was checked out by EMS
who transported him with his mother to the hospital for further
evaluation.

Remember
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Skateboarders pack Town Council meeting seeking support for park 
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

skateboarders assembled pre-meeting time
of 6 p.m. outside Town hall on May 3.
once the doors opened, they flooded in,
taking up the rows of seats, lining the
walls, and standing in the back. Many had
skateboarded to the Main street building
and held their skateboards in front of them
or at their sides. six submitted their names
to make the allowed three-minute presen-
tations to the Town council as part of a
public hearing focusing on development
of a skate-boarding park within the town
limits. 

Fourteen-year-old evan Lampkin
spoke first and was cheered as he in-
formed the council that he enjoyed skate-
boarding and had made his best friends
participating in the sport but had difficulty
finding places to skateboard. he was told
it was “illegal” to skate throughout the
town of Franklin, but both he and his
mother had researched to find ordinances
regarding skateboarding and could find
none. 

“skateboarders are very appreciative of
the skateboarding area at the church (First
united Methodist church) but it’s only open
one day a week,” said Lampkin. “other towns
in western north carolina have skate boarding
parks that are very popular, but i can’t drive and

many teens who like to skateboard can’t drive.
so i am asking for a place for kids to express
themselves … a safe place, instead of side-

walks and parking lots. and it’s not just for
kids; 20- and 30-year-olds and older like this
sport.” 

Tim shaw, a father of two skateboarders,
spoke about how a skateboarding park would

not only be a place where parents
could drop their children off and
know they were skating in a safe

place, but would also be
an economic boon to the
area in that parents might
visit area stores, restau-
rants, and coffee shops
while their kids skate-
board. 

“and i think this com-
munity would come to-
gether to build it,” he
said. 

scott elliott, who took
his skateboard with him
to the podium, held it up
and said, “This, along
with Jesus, saved my life.
i can drive to skateboard-
ing parks in highlands or
waynesville, but kids
can’t and their parents
don’t want to drive them
all that way to sit there for
several hours. skate-
boarding is here to stay

and we need a park.” 
added adam Kimsey, “people

young and older skateboard. i re-
alize that police worry about lia-
bility and the safety of the
skateboarders, which is why they
don’t want them skating all over
town. But this is not a trend; it’s a culture. and
we need to find a way to work with these [skate-
boarders] to foster that culture.” 

The council was amenable to further discus-
sions and plans regarding a future skateboard
park, and Mayor Bob scott asked Town coun-
cil member david culpepper to oversee organ-
ization of the effort. Before the public hearing
on the skateboarding park closed, Franklin po-
lice chief william “Bill” harrell said, “i want it
to go on record that, as a department, we have
just been concerned with the safety of the skate-
boarders. i was the police chief in highlands
when a park was developed there and i would be
very excited to see that happen in Franklin.” 

Mayor scott asked chief harrell if he would
consider blocking off some areas in town peri-
odically as places for skateboarders – just until
a park is designed and completed. chief harrell
agreed and said he would meet with skate-
boarders to determine where and when that
might occur. 

UDO defines ‘Tiny Homes’
in other news, Town planner Justin setser

presented a report on the unified development
ordinance. while details of the report will be
provided via the minutes shared online by the
Town council, of note for the “major changes”
was inclusion of tiny homes. 

“we created a definition to alleviate any con-
fusion about tiny homes,” said setser. 

That definition is: “a single-family detached
home that is 200 square feet to 600 square feet
in size (not including loft space) and complies
with the north carolina state Building code. a
tiny house on wheels for permanent occupancy
(longer than 30 days) is considered a recre-

ational vehicle.”
in addition, sawmills, lumber yards, and

mulch grinding services are considered “per-
mitted uses in c-3 (highway commercial) …
with special requirements,” such as noise stip-
ulations. 

Nikwasi update
elaine eisenbraun, executive director, nok-

wisi (currently spelled nikwasi) initiative,
shared with the Town council the recent re-
ceipt of a creative economic development
consulting giveback award for eight months’
worth of consulting services. 

“we will use it to focus on the economic de-
velopment opportunities surrounding the
Mound on Main street and the ‘cultural dis-
trict,’” she said. “The first meeting regarding
the award is on May 7, and we will be able to
go forward after that. we will be inviting peo-
ple to come together to provide input on the
economic side of this.”

she cleared up confusion about the
Mound’s name. 

“when we went to the last eastern Band of
the cherokee council meeting, they asked us
to change the spelling and pronunciation of the
Mound’s name to be more accurate per the
cherokee language. we are happy to do that,
but it will be a bit of an effort because people
have known it as nikwasi and there is much
signage, etc. with that spelling. But it’s a wor-
thy effort.”

regarding funding for the nikwasi initia-
tive, she said, “we are applying for other
grants that will help us with any physical de-
sign work, such as trails, landscape architec-
ture, and more.”

At the May 3 Town Council meeting, Franklin Police Chief
William “Bill” Harrell promotes  Lt. Devin Holland to Captain of
Field Operations. While Holland’s wife, Sara, stood in front of
the Council with her husband, Chief Harrell allowed Holland’s
3-year-old daughter, Harlyn, to give her father his new badge
and his certificate of promotion. Holland has been a police of-
ficer for 25 years and is a native of Macon County. Harrell ad-
dressed the Council, expressing that he felt confident Holland
would be a successful leader in his new role.

Dozens of skateboarders, mostly teenagers and young adults,
packed the May 3 meeting to show their support of a skate-
boarding park in the town of Franklin.
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Since 1963

Come early for Mother’s Day
Prize Winner Hanging Baskets

836 E. MAIN ST. • FRANKLIN, NC (828)369-2112
LOCATED BETWEEN HARDEES & LAKE EMORY RD.

Ferns • Rose Bushes • Vine Ripe Tomatoes 
Strawberry Hill Strawberries • Pine Straw

Largest Selection of Vegetable Plants Around
Local Honey • Jams && Jellies • Country-Cured Meats

Now caring CBD Hemp Products

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tallents-Produce/146710922020074
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MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC      (828) 369-8296   

MaconFurnitureMart.com

LEMLY SOFA
$499

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

BAYONNE SOFA
$599

CALLISBURG SOFA
$699

Continued 
from page 1TODDLER

the area utilizing the “Air Scent” canine
even though it had already been searched
by volunteers. Grant routinely works with
the National Exploited and Missing Chil-
dren’s organization and instructs in various
canine trainings for search and rescue dog
units.
“This additional search was not because

we didn’t have confidence in the efforts of
rescuers but instead because we know just
how difficult it is to see at night and some-
thing as small as a two-year-old can easily
be missed,” said Macon County Sheriff
Robert Holland. “Having available and uti-
lizing an important resource like an ‘Air
Scent K9’ is crucial when they can pick up
a scent without having to see anything to
find it. At the point the K9 team arrived and
bad weather was moving in, they quickly
mobilized support personnel and sent teams
into the woods where the toddler first went
missing.”
The Spartanburg County Search & Res-

cue K-9 unit teamed with NC Wildlife Of-
ficers and Macon Deputies and was
assigned to canvassing the mountainside
near the missing toddler’s home.
After hours of searching, just before 4

a.m., one of the teams located the missing
toddler after K9 “Cricket” indicated an alert
to her handler. Within moments of that alert,
the K9 lead the team to the toddler where
he was found sitting in an area several hun-
dred feet up the mountain above the par-
ent’s residence where they recently moved.
The child remained quiet as the team car-

ried him down the mountain where volun-

teers and EMS personnel awaited his arrival
with his parents.  Macon County EMS treated
the toddler at the scene and transported him
with his mother to local hospital for further
evaluation.   
“This search was a team effort and every-

one played an important role serving our com-
munity and this family,” said Holland.  “It’s
because of the efforts of everyone involved
and God’s mercy and grace that we had a suc-
cessful outcome and I’m honored to have
been involved with each of them.”

No Taste of Scotland; 
ceilidh still planned for June 19
The Taste of Scotland Society, Inc. event organ-

izers have decided to postpone the Taste of Scot-
land and Celtic Festival until June 2022, since the
governor has limited any outdoor gathering to no
more than 75 people.
However, a Ceilidh will be held on Saturday, June

19, at the Rathskeller on Stewart Street in downtown
Franklin. 
What is a ceilidh (pronounced kay-lee)? It is a so-

cial event with Scottish music, singing, traditional
dancing, and storytelling. Two musical groups will
be performing: the “Jacobites by Name,” a band of
musicians from North Carolina and Tennessee; and
“Norma Jean & Jim,” who hail from Cashiers.
Rockin Rollie Pollie will have street fare for pur-
chase.  T-shirts will also be on sale. 
A highlight of the Ceilidh will be recognizing Clan

Crawford as the honored clan for 2021,and Little
Miss Tartan, Daisy Haley, will be crowned by Kendall
Holland, the retiring Little Miss Tartan.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to find the

latest news about the Ceilidh.  The facebook is Taste
of  Scotland Festival (look for the red/yellow Scot-
tish emblem) and on Instagram@tasteofscotland-
festival. 

https://www.facebook.com/maconfurniture
https://www.nantahalabank.com/
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24 E. MAIN ST. FRANKLIN, NC 828.369.7300
BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

streetsoffranklinnc.org
Sponsored by The Streets of Franklin Heritage Association, Town of Franklin, & TDA and TDC

Saturday, May 8
Main Street • Downtown Franklin

Come Celebrate
Mother’s Day
in Downtown Franklin, NC

Mother’s Day Specials in Local Stores
Crafters on the Sidewalk  • Balloons

Music w/ DJ in front of Wells Fargo 10am – 4pm

“Enjoy ou r Downtown Franklin”

County buys property in Nantahala; future purpose undecided  
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

During the April meeting of the Macon
County Board of Commissioners, a split-vote
passed to purchase a parcel of property in the
Nantahala Community. While some commis-
sioners, like Josh Young, want to see the Nanta-
hala Library relocated to the new parcel, the
official future use of the property is still unde-
cided. 
After a closed session discussion, Commis-

sioner Paul Higdon made a motion to purchase a
1.29 acre parcel of property with a single build-
ing on the property in Nantahala located at 36
White Oak Lane. The purchase price was
$159,800. 
“The current library is dilapidated,” said Hig-

don who made the motion to purchase the prop-
erty. “It is a double-wide trailer and its
functionality is weak.”
Macon County currently has three libraries,

all of which are part of the larger Fontana Re-
gional Library System. In total, Fontana Re-
gional Library operates six libraries, three in
Macon County, two in Jackson County in Sylva
and Cashiers, and one in Bryson City.
Like Young, Higdon voted to move forward

with the purchase of the property in hopes to de-
velop it for a new library and community center
for the Nantahala Community.
During his motion to purchase the property,

Higdon acknowledged that the current staff and
leaders of the Nantahala Library do not want to
relocate, however Higdon supported the pur-

chase of the property due to promises he made to
Nantahala residents. 
“I know there is some opposition tonight that

the library doesn’t want to move,” said Higdon.
“Well, I have promised a lot of people in Nanta-
hala that I would push to have the county fund
this property for a library/community center for
the folks in Nantahala. There is talk that if we
buy this property they aren’t going to use it as a
library and that is beyond me, I can’t force the li-
brary to move up there.” 
While Macon County owns the building in

which the Franklin library is located, the man-
agement and operations of the library is handled
by the Fontana Regional Library System (FRL).
Macon County provides FRL with about $1

million a year in operation costs for all three li-
braries in the county. In addition to the operating
budget, Macon County pays the utility bills on
the facilities, as well as the maintenance on the
buildings. In the past, as the Nantahala Library
has needed repairs, funds have been provided out
of the county’s maintenance budget, in addition
to the operatiing dollars provided to FRL.
Commissioners have grappled with issues sur-

rounding the Nantahala Library dating back to
2018. The library, a double-wide trailer on the
property of Nantahala School, has been operat-
ing since 1999. In September 2018, Nantahala
resident Ed Trask spoke to commissioners about
a survey conducted seeking input from residents
on the future of the Nantahala library location. 
When asked where community residents

would like to have a new library, the White Oak

Flats area received the most responses. However,
almost as many residents requested that the li-
brary stay at the existing location, citing central-
ization, easy accessibility, convenience, and
safety. 
Fontana Regional Library director Karen Wal-

lace has advocated for the library to remain at
Nantahala School, saying having the library at
the school makes the most sense for students. 
Chairman of the Library Board Bill Dyar

spoke ahead of the vote to purchase the property
and said that the library has discussed the pro-
posed property and made it clear that they also
believe that the library should stay located at the
Nantahala School. Dyar spoke to commission-
ers about a recent meeting with members of the
school board and library board to tour both the
proposed new property and property located on
Nantahala School at which point leaders af-
firmed their desire to not relocate. 
“Both community members and library board

members were in full agreement that converting
the industrial arts building [located at Nantahala
School] into the new community center and li-
brary, from our perspective, is the preferred al-
ternative.”
Commission Vice-Chair Ronnie Beale noted

that moving forward with purchasing the prop-
erty, knowing the library’s intention to not relo-
cate, no longer made sense.
“I have to speak in opposition of purchasing

the property because we can’t find a purpose for
the building,” said Beale. “We have heard from
the library board tonight and community lead-

ers, that they cannot put the library four miles
from the school.” 
Beale noted that while the county dug a well

on the property during the due diligence period,
the property currently has no internet connec-
tion, which the library says is crucial. 
“We are talking about an estimated $300,000

just to get fiber there and a total output of close
to $700,000 for this building,” said Beale. “And
what are we going to do with it? Once the county
buys it we have to fix it up and then keep it up.
... We can’t find a purpose for the building if it
isn’t going to be a library and then we still have
to do something about the library.”
Commissioner Gary Shields also voted in op-

position of purchasing the property clarifying
that if purchased, it would only be considered for
a community building and not a library. 
Commissioner Jim Tate, who cast the tie-

breaking vote in support of purchasing of the
property said that the deciding factor for him to
purchase the property was an email from Macon
County Board of Education member Melissa
Evans, who represents the Nantahala District
saying that she wanted to see the library moved. 
“What pushed me over the edge on how I

wanted to support the purchase of the property
was an email from our school board representa-
tive…didn’t want the community building or the
library located at the school. With that, I decided
to vote in favor of purchasing the property.” 
Commissioners voted 3-2 to purchase the

property at 36 White Oak Lane in Nantahala out
of the county’s fund balance. 

Mher’s Day
SUNDAY, MAY 9

https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/StreetsofFranklin/
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Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

GIFTS • HOME DECOR 
ACCESSORIES

37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC 
828.369.1612

Gifts for
Mother’s Day

Sales • Service • Lessons
Bryan Loy - Owner    292 NE Main St., Franklin, NC 28734

ParadiseMusicNC@gmail.com    (828) 369-7227

https://www.facebook.com/alwaysraisingthebar/
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/paradisemusicnc
https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
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70 East Main St. • Franklin, NC
(828)369-7942 • booksunlimitednc.com

A Book is a Present You 
can open again and again

Books Unlimited

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/10/21–6/21/21 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a Reward Card and mailed
within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month
thereafter. See complete terms distributed with reward card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2021 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.

278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

Find Your Happy Place!

GIFTS FOR MOM
LLooccaallllyy MMaaddee BBeeee 
GGlloowwss CCaannddlleess

GGiifftt CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess
AAvvaaiillaabbllee

882288--663344--00004400
9944 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

HHoommee DDééccoorr •• AArrttwwoorrkk •• GGiiffttss 
Doodlebugs

RRee--IImmaaggiinneedd
VViinnttaaggee FFiinnddss 

&& EEtthhnniicc
TTrreeaassuurreess

268 Palmer Street • Franklin, NC (REAR)

(828)349-2900

Mher’s
DaySUNDAY,

MAY 9

https://www.facebook.com/CreativeInteriorsFranklinNC
https://www.facebook.com/The-Attic-Antiques-302376849903176
https://www.facebook.com/booksunlimitednc/
https://www.facebook.com/Rubycitygems/
https://www.facebook.com/doodlebugsfranklinnc/
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Shop Local for

At the Flower Company, we cut our flowers
from our flower farm in the morning and on

your table that same afternoon.
Order early for best selection and delivery.

11485 Georgia Road, Otto, NC
1 mile north of state line

828.524.2829 or shop online: the!owercompanync.com

Florist and Farmer
of specialty cut flowers

DDoonn’’tt ffoorrggeett aabboouutt ~~ MMoomm ~~
tthhiiss MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy

MMoomm ddeesseerrvveess tthhee
ffrreesshheesstt,, lloonnggeesstt llaassttiinngg

fflloowweerrss aavvaaiillaabbllee

72 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

828.524.2956

thekitchensinkinc.com

Gi� Mom  the 
�ry b est  this 

Mother’s  Day!

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS
Antiques • Collectibles

Furniture • Kitchenware
Jewelry • Tools
And Much More!

882288--663344--66114422
77332222 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd.. 
FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

HHOOUURRSS
TThhuurrssddaayy -- SSaattuurrddaayy 

1100aamm--44ppmm

AAnnttiiqquueess •• CCoolllleeccttiibblleess
FFuurrnniittuurree •• KKiittcchheennwwaarree

JJeewweellrryy •• TToooollss
AAnndd MMuucchh MMoorree!!

Paint Parties &     Original Artwork
828.524.5676  52 E. Main St.  Franklin, NC

www.thedustypallet.com

GGwweenn TTaayylloorrDDeessiiggnnss
A  Division of  The Dusty Pallet

Cup  11 oz.
$10.00

$21.99
Tumbler  20 oz.

$18.99

Polar Camel
15 oz.

https://www.the!owercompanync.com
https://www.facebook.com/happyholidaysballoons/
https://www.thekitchensinkinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/bakeryfranklin
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Nantahala Hiking Club catering to Spring AT thru-hikers 
Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Despite a decrease in typ-
ical annual community out-
reach to Appalachian Trail
hikers, due to the ongoing
pandemic, their numbers
have been significant in
Franklin as they come off the
trail at Winding Stair to rest
and restock before continu-
ing on toward Tennessee.
And Nantahala Hiking Club
(NHC), as a group and as in-
dividual members, has pro-
vided hikers encouragement
and refreshments at different
times throughout April. 

“Compared to the past
[pre-COVID-19], the club
has had a pretty quiet hiker
season due to not having our
normal Chow Down and
Easter on the Trail,” said Katharine Brown, current NHC pres-
ident, “but lots of members did their own trail magic at Rock
Gap in coordination with the AT Community Council, and the
‘club’s day’ at the Gap was beautiful and we counted 40 hikers
that received swag and food goodies.”

One noticeable difference this year in AT demographics, due

to the pandemic, is that hikers are domestic, pointed out Deb-
orah Gedling, Franklin AT Community Council representative
and secretary of NHC. 

“It seems that there are as many as there always are – and the
number of hikers who have registered their hikes with the Ap-
palachian Trail Conservancy bears that out – but there are vir-

tually no people from countries
other than the U.S. due to various
COVID restrictions.” 

Because most thru-hikers enter
the AT at Springer Mountain in
Georgia in early spring in an at-
tempt to hike the 2,190  miles to
Katahdin in Maine by fall, activity
is often high in Franklin due to the
town being a close-by-the-trail way
station. Approximately 30 regular
NHC volunteers maintain 58.6
miles of the AT  from Bly Gap at the
Georgia/North Carolina border to
the Nantahala Outdoor Center on
the Nantahala River at Wesser, N.C.

Said Brown regarding recent ac-
tivity, “Our Hike Ambassadors went
on 49 patrols and counted 885 hiker
interactions. Ambassador hikes are
specific to our ‘bubble’ that come
through Franklin over a period of a
month and a half. We also visited
the First Baptist Church during the

pancake breakfast and donated $200 to their efforts to feed and
support hikers.”

In June, a new slate of officers will be presented to the NHC
board and in July the membership will vote and this summer
the new membership be announced. To learn more about
NHC, visit  https://www.nantahalahikingclub.org.

Forty Appalachian Trail hikers received food and re-
freshments at Rock Gap recently from Nantahala Hik-
ing Club members. April is a busy time for hikers
stopping in Franklin to rest and restock their supplies.

https://missionhealth.org/member-hospitals/angel/
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James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618
(K-Mart Shopping Center)

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

COMPLIMENTARY 2813 PHA EXAMS
FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

Family Dental Care

SAME DAY CROWNS NOW AVAILABLE • OPEN FRIDAYS
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WCU vaccine clinic extends
hours, resumes  J&J vaccine 
Western Carolina University’s regional COVID-19 vaccine

clinic will now operate with extended hours, including
evenings and weekends and resume administering Johnson &
Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 vaccine.
“In light of recent recommendations from the Advisory

Committee on Immunization Practices, U.S. Food and Drug
Administration, and the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, we will resume administration of the Janssen vaccine,”
said Cortnee Lingerfelt, director of WCU's regional COVID-19
vaccine clinic.
WCU will administer the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine on April

28 and 29 and Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 vac-
cine on May 1 and 3. The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine requires
two doses with the second dose taking place 21 days after the
first dose. Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 vaccine
requires one shot.
“Providing our region easy access to the COVID-19 vaccine

supports our efforts as we gear up for a traditional college ex-
perience this fall with plans to resume all academic, social and
extracurricular activities and continue the academic excellence
for which the institution is known for,” said Richard Starnes,
WCU provost. “Our WCU vaccine clinic is open to all groups
and offers us a better opportunity of achieving a normal cam-
pus life to the fullest and safest extent possible.”
The clinic is operating out of WCU’s Health and Human Sci-

ences building, located at 3971 Little Savannah Rd. in Cul-
lowhee, and vaccines are available by appointment only.
For more information and to schedule an appointment, visit

vaccine.wcu.edu.
Franklin VA clinic to hold monthly vaccine clinics
The Western North Carolina VA Health Care System’s Com-

munity Based Outpatient Clinic in Franklin, North Carolina,
will begin holding COVID-19 vaccine clinics the first Wednes-
day of each month from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. beginning May 5.
Veterans should contact the clinic at (828)369-1781, ext.

3831, to schedule an appointment.
The community clinic will be providing COVID-19 vacci-

nations to anyone who served in the military, their caregivers
and spouses and some other beneficiaries under the authority
granted by the SAVE LIVES Act.
Those eligible under the SAVES LIVES Act to receive a vac-

cine can go to www.va.gov/covid-19-vaccine to register.

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
https://www.myharrisregional.com
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
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News from the Legislature

Continued on page 11

From the office of 
N.C. Rep. Karl Gillespie

The House held a no-vote
session on Monday, April 19,
2021. Tuesday's legislative
calendar consisted of several
committee meetings, includ-
ing, Local Government,
Health, and Education K-12.
Session convened at noon and
we voted on the following
bills:
– HB334, Temporary Align

Paycheck Protection Program Treatment to Federal Treat-
ment, which would reduce the tax burden on small busi-
nesses who utilized PPP loans. I voted in favor and the bill
passed by a vote of 114-1.
– HB145, Property Protection Act/DVPO, would allow

persons subject to a domestic violence protective order
and an order to surrender firearms, to transfer storage of
the firearms from the sheriff to a qualified licensed
firearms dealer. I voted in favor and the bill passed, 114-
3.
On Wednesday, I attended the Appropriations Commit-

tee which heard HB370, No Veteran Left Behind, which
would establish a pilot program in six counties to expand
the Veterans Justice Intervention Program (VJIP), and ap-
propriate $500,000 in nonrecurring funds from the Gen-
eral Fund, for the 2021-2022 fiscal year, to The
Independence Fund, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corpora-
tion, to implement that program. I voted in favor of the
bill and it passed committee.
Thereafter, I attended the Agriculture Committee where

we heard two bills:
– HB182, Increasing Meat Production and Capacity,

would strengthen the meat and seafood processing indus-
tries in North Carolina by making permanent the "In-
creasing Seafood and Meat Production and Capacity"
grant program. I voted in favor and it passed committee.
– HB198, Forest Service Changes, would allow magis-

trates to waive trials for State forest rule offenses, exempt
certain fires from open burning laws, modify overtime
policy for the North Carolina Forest Service, and provide
more detail about the use of funds allocated for the devel-
opment of the North Carolina Forest Service headquar-
ters. I voted in favor and it passed committee.
Session convened at 3:30 p.m., and we voted on a wide

array of legislation. A few of the bills the House consid-
ered included:
– HB245, Efficient Government Building & Savings

Act, includes creating a 40% energy conservation re-
quirement for certain State buildings and ensure that

Karl Gillespie

A solution in search of a problem
A recent letter to the Macon County News extolled the

virtues of voter ID laws indicating that they would “…safe-
guard against non-citizens and illegal criminal aliens voting
and diluting the vote of American citizens….” Then the
writer went down a lengthy list of common activities for
which a person must present an ID. (Open a bank account,
cash a check, purchase alcoholic beverages, yada, yada,
yada…) So, anybody who does virtually anything in our so-
ciety must have proper ID. Right? WRONG! An analysis
by the North Carolina State Board of Elections shows that
more than NINE percent of registered voters in NC do not
have a government issued ID card. That’s more than
600,000 people. And guess what? More than 500,000 of
these people regularly vote.
North Carolina passed a voter ID law in 2018 but it was

not used in the 2020 elections because the courts found that
parts of the law were “motivated, at least in part, by dis-
criminatory intent.” The legislature is trying to remedy this
and create rules which can get approved by the courts. And
the 2018 law was created to replace the 2013 voter ID law
which the courts struck down as unconstitutional due to
racial discrimination. 
Voter fraud is incredibly rare. After the 2016 election, the

NC State Board of Elections conducted an audit of the
votes. They found 508 allegations of voter fraud out of 4.8
million ballots cast. The “allegations” of fraud were 0.01
percent of the votes cast.  And only ONE case out of those
508 was of someone impersonating another voter at the
polls-which is the kind of fraud that voter ID is meant to
stop. Similar audits across the nation show similar results.  
Do you still think that we should enact a law which will

prevent hundreds of thousands of North Carolinians from
voting? Then let’s take a quick look at how voter imper-
sonation works.
Yakov wants to help his favorite candidate to win an elec-

tion. He must find the name of the voter he wishes to im-
personate. He chooses William Smith.  But first he needs
to do some research. He needs to find out where Mr. Smith
votes, Mr. Smith’s street address and his date of birth be-
cause election officials will ask for this information and
check it against their records as well as his signature, which
can be compared with the signature on file at the local
Board of Elections.   So Yakov goes to the polling location
and tells the election officials that he is William Smith. Of
course, he runs the risk that William Smith is no longer a
registered voter at that precinct because he has moved, died,
been convicted of a felony or purged from the voting rolls
for other reasons. Or that William has already voted by
mail, at an early voting site or earlier that day at this
precinct. Or that the election officials know William Smith
(most election workers live in the precinct where they are
working) and they know that Yakov ain’t no William Smith.

Can you say BUSTED? Now Yakov faces state and federal
felony charges which could result in stiff fines and lengthy
prison sentences.   
To make matters worse for Yakov, 75% of North Carolina

voters participated in the 2020 election. That means that
there is a three in four chance that William Smith has al-
ready voted or will be voting soon. So, when Yakov chooses
a voter to impersonate, he had better be sure that the voter
is not going to vote in this election.
Do you still think anyone would risk this? 
Ok, maybe a few would be so stupid. But to change the re-

sults of the election Yakov and those who think like him will
have to convince HUNDREDS if not THOUSANDS of
other people to risk becoming felons by trying to cast a
fraudulent vote and they would all need to vote for the same
candidate. It is ludicrous to even think that this is happening. 
So, do we really want a law which could deny hundreds

of thousands of North Carolinians the right to vote? And do
we really want to slow down the voting process by making
everybody show their government issued ID when they ap-
pear to vote? If you are still convinced that a voter ID law is
necessary to prevent the Yakov’s of the world from imper-
sonating voters, then please submit a letter to the editor and
show evidence that this is a widespread problem which is
changing the results of elections.  And if you have no evi-
dence to offer, can we at least be honest and agree that voter
ID laws are simply another form of voter suppression to
keep “those people” from voting?  
Don’t you wish our legislators would spend their time and

OUR money working on things which actually benefit North
Carolinians. How much of OUR money are they spending
defending these lawsuits and trying to make it harder to
vote? Don’t you wish they could do things like passing a
clean Medicaid expansion law- as 38 other states have done-
so that more than 600,000 more North Carolinians have ac-
cess to quality medical care? 

Gary St.Arnauld – Franklin, N.C.
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GILLESPIE Continued from
page 10

lighting is turned off, where feasible, from midnight until
6 a.m. unless required for safety, emergency or insurance
purposes.  I voted in favor and the bill passed, 116-1.

– HB370, No Veteran Left Behind Act, would provide
tools and training to law enforcement for veteran assistance
and connect veterans with resources at the state and federal
levels. The bill passed unanimously, 118-0.

I am proud to co-sponsor House Bill 535, Firefighters
Fighting Cancer Act of 2021, which will provide supple-
mental insurance policy for firefighters diagnosed with can-
cer.

The House reconvened on Thursday to vote on several
bills. Among the bills considered were:

– HB307, NC Time Zone/Observe Daylight Saving Time
All Year, would designate the standard time of the State and
would institute a year round daylight saving time if author-
ized by the United States Congress. I voted in favor and the
bill passed, 99-16.

– HB315, Arson Law Revisions, would increase the pun-
ishment for certain arson offenses and amend the offense of
arson or other unlawful burnings that result in injury to a
firefighter, law enforcement officer, fire investigator or emer-
gency medical technician. The bill would also require crim-
inal history record checks of applicants to fire departments.
I voted in favor of the bill and it passed by a vote of 103-12.

– HB376, School Calendar Flexibility, would allow local
school administrative units to open no earlier than the Mon-
day closest to Aug. 19 each year. I voted in favor and it
passed, 114-1.

The House reconvened on Monday, April 26, 2021 for a
no-vote session. As is custom, House and Senate members
gathered in the House Chamber to listen to the Governor pro-
vide his "State of the State" address. This is a biennial tradi-
tion that affords the Governor the opportunity to speak
before the legislature and highlight the current condition of
North Carolina while offering recommendations moving for-

ward.
The House convened Tuesday afternoon to vote on several

bills, including:
– HJR330, Federal Authority Regarding Elections, would

express the Members of the General Assembly's opposition
to any federal action infringing upon the State's Constitu-
tional authority to manage, control, and administer elections,
effective upon ratification. I voted in favor and the bill
passed, 67-50.

– HB180, Designate Overdose Awareness Day, would
designate the 31st day of August of each year as Overdose
Awareness Day. The bill passed unanimously, 117-0.

I was proud to vote for the Equity in Opportunity Act to
help increase educational opportunities for low-income fam-
ilies and students with disabilities. This bill will ensure our
most vulnerable students have choices to meet their educa-
tion needs. 

I attended several meetings with my colleagues on
Wednesday prior to the start of the afternoon voting session.
Wednesday's session consisted of votes on a myriad of bills.
Among the bills considered were:

– HB235, Evidence/Dist. Ct Speedy Trials, would require
remote testimony by a lab analyst in a criminal proceeding
in district court regarding the results of forensic or chemical
testing to be admissible, if the State has provided the defen-
dant or their attorney with a copy of the lab report, and no-
tice at least 15 business days prior to the proceeding that it
intends to introduce the testimony of the lab analyst using re-
mote testimony in real time. I voted in favor and the bill
passed, 104-11.

– HB605, Voters Right to Know Act, directs the State
Board of Elections to provide voters with detailed informa-
tion to help them to be well-informed prior to voting in an
election.  The bill passed unanimously, 119-0.

– HB616, Charter Replication Act, would fast-track the
replication of high-quality charter schools, particularly in
underserved areas. I voted in favor and the bill passed, 86-
30.

Thursday consisted of a no-vote session.

FARMERS
TAILGATE
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Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
(Across from Drake Software)
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Class of 2021 participate in Senior Grad Walk at elementary schools 
Candidates for graduation of the Class of 2021 from
Macon County high schools visited elementary and
middle schools last Thursday for the Senior Grad
Walk. The tradition has historically been held inside
the different elementary schools, giving seniors one
final opportunity to walk through the halls of their
former schools before their high school graduation,
however, due to COVID19, this year's
celebration  was held outside. Seniors  paraded
around to all elementary schools, as well as MVI and
MMS visiting their former teachers, many of whom
displayed class photos of the now seniors over the
years. Students handed out "honorary diplomas" to
former teachers and staff at the various schools
who impacted their life leading up to their senior
year.  

Photos by Vickie Carpenter & Brittney Lofhouse
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Softball wins against Smoky, loses 1st round playoffs 

Franklin High School Lady Panthers Softball traveled to
Smoky Mountain on April 29 to avenge an earlier season
loss to the Mustangs. Highlights of the game included
Kandice Parker reaching on an error in the 8th inning,
then she went to third on a passed ball. Nevaeh Tran
then singled out to right field and scored Parker for the
go ahead run.  Then Rylee Corbin hit a two-run home
run. The Lady Panthers won against Smoky Mountain
in the 8th inning with a score of 5-2.

With Covid 19 wreaking havoc on all sports in the past
year, the state softball playoffs had to be shortened
which means not as many teams would make it.   To
make the playoffs teams had to win their conference.
The Lady Panther's loss to Pisgah put them behind
Smoky Mountain in the rankings.  Because only eight
conferences are in the West, wildcard slots were avail-
able  to be in the playoffs. To determine who would take
the wildcard slots, officials evaluated stats, strength of
schedule and game history. Franklin made the playoffs
traveling to Hibriten in Lenoir on Tuesday for the first
round. Hibriten scored two runs in the seventh with
Franklin remaining scoreless and taking a loss, 2-0. The
Lady Panther overall record stands at 8-2 in the Moun-
tain Six 2A Conference and 9-4 overall. 

Photos by Patri Cabe

Read all of the
MACON COUNTY
NEWS

Online•Free Weekly•
themaconcountynewsonline.com

https://www.facebook.com/CoweeSchool
https://www.themaconcountynewsonline.com
http://www.gillettelawnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
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Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests April 22 - May 2. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

April 25
Thomas Andrew Behringer, was issued warrant service for

offense committed in jurisdiction. Matthew L. Long made
the arrest. 

April 26
Joseph Lee Samaroo, was charged with failure to appear.

Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 
John Paul McCall, was charged with larceny, injury to

trees-crops, injury to personal property, breaking and enter-
ing, larceny, possession of stolen goods/property, failure to
appear.  
William J. Carpenter, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. Nick
Lofthouse made the arrest. 

April 27
John Paul McCall, was charged with probation violation,

attempted burglary, possession of tools for commission of
crime. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Amanda Kaye Strickland, was charged with possession of

a controlled substance on prison/jail premises. Clay A. Saun-
ders made the arrest. 
Jamie Lee Young, was charged with failure to appear. Clay

A. Saunders made the arrest. 
Kari Huskey Conard, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of a schedule I controlled
substance. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 
Kristain Alexander Dreml, was charged with possession

of a schedule I controlled substance. Nick Lofthouse made
the arrest. 
Shawn Christopher Casey, was issued a warrant service

for offense committed in jurisdiction. 

April 28
Brevon Alexander Kimsey, was issued warrant service.

Joseph A. Raby made the arrest. 
Cameron O’Connor I, was issued warrant service. Joseph

A. Raby made the arrest. 
John Michael Howard Jr., was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 
Rebecca Aanamary Hill, was charged with failure to ap-

pear. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 

April 29
Dustin Bo Rodmaker, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, felony
probation violation. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.
Benjamin Nacomas Johnson, was charged with failure to

appear for simple assault, deliver open title. Jonathan C.
Bean made the arrest. 
Joseph Daniel Toneges, was issued warrant service for of-

fense committed in jurisdiction. Joseph A. Raby made the
arrest. 
Silvana Lisa Bettencourt, was charged with simple assault.

Joseph A. Raby made the arrest. 
Casey Jo West. was charged with trespass of real property,

resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. Anthony Hop-
kins made the arrest. 

April 30
Christopher Warren Hopper, was charged with violating

domestic violence protective order. Jonathan A. Taylor made
the arrest.  

Franklin Police Department

April 22
Daniel Gregory Still, 65, was charged with second degree

trespass. An unsecured bond of $200 was set. Officer Hovis
made the arrest. 

April 23
Daniel Gregory Still, 65, was charged with trespass. A se-

cured bond of $500 was set. Officer Kirkland made the ar-
rest. 

April 25
Jose Jordan Garcia Herrera, 40, was charged with driving

under the influence, driving while license revoked. An un-
secured bond of $1,500 was set. Sargent Stahl made the ar-
rest. 

April 27
Tony Dustin Bateman, 31, was charged with drunk and

disorderly, injury to personal property. A secured bond of
$500 was set. Officer Chastain made the arrest. 
Richard Alexander Berthea, 29, was charged with trespass

of real property, resisting officers, disorderly conduct. An

unsecured bond of $1,600 was set. Sargent Norman made
the arrest. 

April 26
Rachel Edwards, 32, was issued an order for arrest for fail-

ure to appear, trafficking in methamphetamine. A secured
bond of $125,000 was set. Officer Hovis made the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

April 26
Justin Payton Roten, 25, of Moxley Ridge Rd., Sparta, was

charged with resist/delay/obstruct. A secured bond of $1,000
was set. 
Charles Michael Nash, 32, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier,

was charged with failure to appear for release order. A se-
cured bond of $16,000 was set. 
Shelby James Davis, 29, of Slab Town Rd., Cashiers, was

charged with second degree trespass, assault on a govern-
ment official/employee, resisting a public office, possession
of a stolen goods/property, damage to property, larceny after
breaking and entering, breaking and entering forcible. A se-
cured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Dustin Wayne Waldroop, 36, of Levi Mathis Rd., Whit-

tier, was charged with warrant service for other jurisdiction.
A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

April 27
Sammy Darrell Smith, 63, of Wiskey Ridge, Whittier, was

charged with communicating threats. A $250 bond was set. 

April 28
Brittany Jade Matherson, 39, of Pin Chusion Lane, Cul-

lowhee, was charged with assault inflicting serious injury. A
secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

April 30
Sara Jane Ferrin, 35, of Bee Tree Rd., Glenville, was charged

with assault with a deadly weapon. No bond was set. 
Justin Reeves Lambert, 39, of Sunset Farm Rd., Whittier, was

charged with uttering a forged paper or instrument. No bond was
set. 

May 1
David Brent Posey, 28, of Sloan St., Franklin, was charged

with failure to appear for driving while license revoked not
impaired revocation, fail to maintain lane control, driving
while impaired. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

May 2
Daniel Ward Owen, 36, of Rainbo Dr., was charged with

felony probation violation, child sup[port purge. A secured
bond of $10,000 was set. 

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.,Tue.,Thu., Fri. 8-5  •  Wed. & Sat. 8- 12

Pickup & Delivery Available

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS  •  PARTS
MACON RENTAL CO.

Equipment Sales, Repair,
and Rental Available

https://www.whistlestopantiquesnc.com
https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Historic T.M. Rickman Store will be reopening for a new season of
weekly gatherings on Saturday, May 8, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The store is
located in the heart of the Cowee - West Mill Historic District at 259
Cowee Creek Road.

High Mountain Squares Social Square Dancing Classes will begin on
Monday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at the Environmental Resource Build-
ing.  Vaccines are required to participate.  For more information, call
(828)787-2324,  (727)599-1440, (706)746-5426 or (828)332-0001.

Franklin High School Band Spring Concert will present two per-
formances on Monday, May 10,  at the Fine Arts Center. Family and
friends of 9th and 11th grade 6 p.m., 10th and 12th grade 7:30 p.m If
not affiliated with a particular student just pick a time. Masks and so-
cial distancing required/enforced. The concert will feature the Jazz En-
semble, Concert Band and Symphonic Band.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Food Pantry will be held on
Wednesday, May 12, 10 a.m. to noon. Drive thru only. Masks are re-
quired. 

Macon Early College (MEC) has limited openings for rising 10th and
11th grade students for the 2021-2022 school year. MEC is a high
school in Macon County offering a smaller academic environment
that fosters growth and success.  MEC serves grades 9-13 and is
fully integrated into the Southwestern Community College system.
Students have the opportunity to graduate in four or five years with
a high school diploma and a two-year Associate’s degree with trans-
ferable credits to a four-year university. Applications are available on
their website at  mec.macon.k12.nc.us under the Parent Information
tab. The deadline to submit an application is June 4th. For more in-
formation, call  (828)524-2002.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information,
call (828)369-9000.  

First Presbyterian Church Clothing Drive on the theme of “Clothe
the Naked” as a part of the Matthew 25 Initiative. A box will be out
in front of the sanctuary on Church Street on Mondays from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Specifically looking for new underwear, socks, and
sweatpants for elementary schools, nursing homes and the home-
less. This drive will continue through April. 

New Girl Scout Troop forming in Franklin. Now recruiting for Daisies,
ages 5 and 6; Brownies, ages 7 and 8; and Juniors, ages 9 and 10. For
more information, call (828)371-2823 or email
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com 

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volunteers to
share skills or gain some experience learning new ones. From carpentry

to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer skills, planning and or-
ganizing or just plain common sense, the greatest gift you could ever give
is time. Any amount is good. Some great times, lasting friendships and re-
warding experiences await.  Call (828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday to
Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a soft
drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken for the shelters.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone who
thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested in the
A.A. recovery program. In-person meetings with Covid 19 preventive
measures are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave., Franklin.
Onlne meeting information is available by visiting www.aawnc80.org. or
to speak with a member of A.A. call (828)349-4357.

Macon County Public Health is currently vaccinating those eligible
under Groups 4. People in Group 4  are those who have a medical con-
dition that puts them at higher risk of serious illness and people who live
in certain congregate settings are eligible for vaccination. The rest of
Group 4, which includes all other essential workers and all adults will be-
come eligible April 7. Individuals that want to receive a COVID-19 vaccine,
must call Macon County’s Vaccine Call Center at (828)524-1500 to reg-
ister and schedule an appointment. The Call Center is open Monday – Fri-
day, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night,  6 to 8
p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery program
for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind. Celebrate
Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from the issues
that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five years old for attend-
ing parents. Discover Church is located at 47 Macon Center Dr. (behind
Bojangles). For more information, email cr@discover.church for ques-
tions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to use
to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, diapers,
wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as  strollers, car seats,
high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always welcome. Services
are free and confidential. For more information or an appointment, call
(828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center  Zoom Classes will include exercise, tai chi,
and others. For more information, or to register, call the Senior Center at
(828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, the Franklin Wood Carving Club meets on Thursday,
6:30 p.m. in Franklin High School Wood Shop.  Participants are asked to
comply with social distancing and other endemic protocols. All members
and prospective members are cordially invited to attend. For more infor-
mation, call Contact D Lanson  (828)369-2144. 

Email calendar items to maconcountynews@gmail.com 

First Alliance Church Sunday, May 9, Services will be held  at
10:30 am. Senior Pastor Scott Eichelberger, will deliver the mes-
sage as part of the series on Genesis. Special music by Rosemary
Wilson. The church is located in Franklin at 31 Promise Lane (off
Womack next door to Trimont Christian Academy). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at (828)369-7977.

Spiritual Light Center on  Sunday, May 9, 11 a.m.,  Mother’s Day,
Lisa Ezzard will speak on “Listening to the Mother. The church is
located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the Gazebo Restaurant in
Heritage Hollow.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is
located at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is observed
and safety measures are in place.  Services are also streamed on-
line on the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. The church is
located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Cowee Baptist Church is hosting “Parenting the Love and
Logic Way” a seven-week  study presented by Heart for Fami-
lies on Wednesdays, through May 26, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Using the pow-
erful tools of Love and Logic®, we can help our children make good
choices while maintaining their love and respect. All designed to
help kids become happy, self-controlled adults. Registration is re-
quired. For more information, contact Bruce Ferguson by email
B2F@msn.com

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory
Prayer is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Womens Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.
For more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are required.
Tha church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through
its YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All
Saints Franklin." To learn more about attending in-person worship,
contact us directly at admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or call (828)524-
4910.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The
church is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Email church calendar items to maconcountynews@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/Franklin-Body-Shop-189127547768741/
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Doors reopen at Rickman Store this Saturday 
The arrival of spring marks a new season

of weekly festive gatherings at the Rickman
Store. Constructed in 1895 by John Hall,
Thomas Rickman purchased the store in
1925 and operated it until his death in 1994.
The stepping-back-in-time experience is due
to many of the original fixtures remaining in
place, the creaky original flooring, and the
availability of local arts and crafts for sale. 

Mainspring Conservation Trust purchased
the historic T.M. Rickman General Store in
August 2007, and Mainspring as well as the
Friends of the Rickman Store (FORS) begin
each year in spring to invite the community
and visitors to the Cowee-West’s Mill His-
toric District in Macon County to visit the

historic building. It is open every Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., starting May 8.

This year, Rickman Store joins eight other
sites in Macon County that have been se-
lected for inclusion in the Blue Ridge Craft
Trails, an initiative of the Blue Ridge Na-
tional Heritage Area that promotes must-see
destinations for traditional and contemporary
art. Rickman Store-featured local artists,
writers, and craftsmen exhibit their work and
creations in this venue.

Volunteers and Mainspring staff invest
many hours during winter months, after the
store closes annually after Christmas, restor-
ing and making necessary repairs to the his-
toric building. FORS volunteers and donors

have made additions to
the collection of antiques
and artifacts so visitors
can enjoy a living history
experience of a traditional
general store.

As part of the Blue
Ridge Music Trails, the
Rickman Store will con-
tinue welcoming blue-
grass and other musicians
for its weekly afternoon
jams. Refreshments are also available. 

The Rickman Store is located seven miles
north of Franklin by Hwy. NC 28, next to the
Old Cowee School on 259 Cowee Creek

Road. For more information call (828) 369-
5595, visit Mainspring's website at  main-
springconserves.org, or visit Friends of the
Rickman Store on Facebook.

Reservations Required 828.634.7247
349 Westgate Plaza • Franklin, NC

Join us for a special event celebrating 
mothers and all they do for us! WED. & SUN.

SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS
STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

24 Iotla Street • Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

NNOOWW
SSEERRVVIINNGG
BBEEEERR &&

LLIIQQUUOORR!!

Bella Vista Square

313 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Luciosnc.com

828.369.6670

Authentic Italian/Continental Cuisine Dine-in
Carry-out
WWeedd.-SSaatt.
55ppmm-88ppmm
No Reservations 

Accepted

and

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm

Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DINING

EATING
OUT

https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/CleaversBurgers
http://www.Luciosnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Las-Margaritas-Mexican-Restaurant-113686940762738
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

No matter what the circumstances, every loss is painful and recovery is
a slow process. GriefShare is a weekly seminar/support group designed
to help you rebuild your life. We know it hurts, and we want to help.

Registration Fee: $0 – Participants may cover the $15 workbook if they wish.
Register at www.griefshare.org/groups/132504

For more informaion, contact Pastor Scott Eichelberger at
Office (828)369-7977, Cell (828)200-5166, or scott@franklincma.com

WWeeddnneessddaayyss,, 55::3300ppmm –– 77::0000ppmm
MMaayy 1199 –– AAuugguusstt 1111,, 22002211

FFiirrsstt AAlllliiaannccee CChhuurrcchh,, 3311 PPrroommiissee LLaannee •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC
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Sandra ‘Sandy’ Ellenburg
Sandra "Sandy" Ellenburg, 71,

of Franklin, N.C., passed away
Tuesday, April 27, 2021.  She was
born July 3, 1949, in Macon
County, to the late Frank Raby and
Alice Cabe Frazier.   She was a
homemaker and a lifelong resident
of Macon County.   She was an
avid reader and a country music
fan, loved growing roses and cross
stitching.

She is survived by her mother,
Alice Cabe Frazier of Franklin; her
husband, Julius Ellenburg; sons,
Jason Ellenburg (Christina) and
Patrick Ellenburg both of Franklin;
daughter, Sharon Gravitt (Darrell) of Franklin; brothers, Ellis Raby
and Milton Frazier both of Franklin; sisters, Sybil Cabe and Sheila
Frazier; nine grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  In addi-
tion to her father, she was preceded in death by her step-dad, Mil-
ton Frazier.

No services are planned at this time.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the El-

lenburg family.
Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-

home.com.

Sandra Ellenburg

Geneva Ann Donaldson
Geneva Ann Donaldson, 61, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
April 29, 2021.

She was born to James and Vir-
ginia Webster Donaldson. She was
a caring and giving homemaker
and a very loving mother and
grandmother. She was a fan of
Christian Music and enjoyed fash-
ion and shopping sprees. She was
very active in church and attended
Son Rise Ministry in Franklin. 

She is survived by children,
Kelsey and Tyler Scruggs, both of
Franklin; siblings, Judy Donald-
son of Sylva, Linda McMahan of
Sylva, and Hubert Donaldson of Bryson City; and two grandchil-
dren, Levi Watts and Garrett Combee.

A service was held Wednesday May 5, at Macon Funeral Home. 
Burial was at Oak Grove Baptist Church Cemetery with Rev.

Linda Weaver officiating.
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Geneva Ann Donaldson

N.C.’s lookout towers topic of book, presentation 
A presentation of “Exploring North Carolina's Lookout

Towers: A Guide to Hikes and Vistas” with author Peter Barr
is set for Thursday, May 6, 6:30 p.m., outside the Macon
County Public Library in the picnic pavilion next to Macon
Early College. The library is located at 149 Siler Farm Road.

In the 1920s and 1930s, forestry organizations built dozens
of lookout structures in Western North Carolina as the back-

bone of a firefighting
system. Many of these
lookouts survive in
North Carolina today—
and represent some of
the best destinations for
hikers who want to see
the incredible vistas of
the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. Part hiking guide
and part photography
collection, this book
contains stories about
the history and folklore
of the lookouts and
their fire lookout inhab-
itants, a detailed guide
of hikes to each, and
details about the views
at the top—all provided
by a local, long-term
land preservationist and
lookout fanatic, Peter J.
Barr. Barr’s text is aug-

mented by the full-color photographs of well-known nature
photographer Kevin Adams (North Carolina Waterfalls).

Come by the library for a presentation by the author and a
chance to purchase your own copy of his updated book on
N.C.'s lookout towers.

According to the NC Department of Health and Human
Services, face coverings are also required in public outdoor
settings if individuals are unable to maintain six feet of social
distance with non-household members.

Call, email or visit Kristina Moe at the library to register
(828)524-3600, kmoe@fontanalib.org. Peter J. Barr

“Exploring North Carolina’s Lookout Towers” by Peter J. Barr
is part hiking guide and part photography collection.

https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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“So powerful is the light of unity that it can 
illuminate the whole earth”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH

11--880000--222288--66448833    wwwwww..bbaahhaaii..uuss
WWeeeekkllyy ddeevvoottiioonnss aanndd ddiissccuussssiioonnss iinn FFrraannkklliinn,, ooppeenn ttoo aallll.. CCaallll 330022--338833--66883355..
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Dana ‘Dan’ Murvin Reynolds
Dana “Dan” Murvin Reynolds,

58, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
on Saturday, April 17, 2021, after
a brief period of declining health.

Born  in Winnsboro, S.C., he
was the son of Tony Reynolds of
Lugoff, S.C., and Edna J. Payne of
Camden, S.C. He was of the Bap-
tist faith. He was a carpenter by
trade, enjoyed woodworking and
was known to always be willing to
help his neighbors and friends.

In addition to his parents, he is
survived by his wife, Marscher
Reynolds; children, Ladonna
Berry of Charleston, S.C., Brianna
Arzenti of Clarkston, Mich., and Dana Reynolds Jr., of Pueblo,
Colo.; stepmother, Sylvia Reynolds of Lugoff, S.C.; and brother,
Brett Reynolds of Landrum, S.C.; four grandchildren; aunt, Amy
S. Whitehurst of Franklin; cousins, Sherry Davis and Roland
Whitehurst; and a special friend and “daughter,” Megan Renee of
Franklin.

A Celebration of Life was held Friday, April 30, at Macon Fu-
neral Home Chapel. 

Rev. Brandon Breedlove officiated.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Shriners Hos-

pitals for Children, Office of Development 2900 Rocky Point
Drive, Tampa, FL 33607

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Dana Murvin Reynolds

Eugene ‘Ted’ Gilbert Spring
On May 1, 2021, Eugene “Ted”

Gilbert Spring passed away while
at home with his family and pets,
Holly, Bella, Zeus and Willow. His
family finds comfort knowing that
he is in Heaven and at peace with
the love of his life, Cher.

He is preceded in death by his
beautiful wife, Cheryl; many
beloved fur babies; parents,
Gladys and Elmer; and sister,
Cookie.

He is survived by brother,
Robert (Linda); children, Michael
Spring (Karen), Kirk Spring
(Karen), Sandy Harvey (Tim), Jim
Heberger (Laura); and his grandchildren, Eric, Hannah, Jade, and
Colin.

At a young age, he went to military school and excelled to be-
come a paratrooper for the two original United States Special
Forces groups (10th and 77th) “Green Beret.” He eventually re-
tired as a Corporal from Bloomfield Township Police Department.

Cher was his perfect match and best friend. They made incred-
ible memories together living in Missouri and Florida before find-
ing their forever home on Cherokee land in the foothills of the
Smoky Mountains – the beautiful Nantahala National Forest, Land
of the Noonday Sun. He spent his later years exactly how he
wanted: smoking his pipe on his porch swing and watching the
birds and squirrels play.

He was a decorated man with eccentric tastes. He was as sharp
as he was funny. He had a passion for hobbies like ventriloquism
with Jerry, magic tricks and wacky comedy bits that could warrant
a “viewer discretion advised.” If you knew Ted, then you also knew
the “Fool Killer.” His entertainment will be dearly missed.

After 88 years of life, Ted is survived by an unquestionable
legacy of badassery.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Spring
family.

Eugene Gilbert Spring

Freddie Clay Scarlett 
Freddie Clay Scarlett was born on Aug. 7, 1960, to Fred F. Scar-

lett and Geneva Carol Payne Ward. He passed from this life on
April 30, 2021.

Although he was an avid football fan, his very favorite thing to
be doing was anything outdoors. He was definitely an outdoors-
man who enjoyed fishing and camping. He liked his trips through
the woods, looking for that elusive patch of ginseng. Any time he
spent in nature was a good time for him.

He was of the Christian faith. He will be remembered as some-
one who tried to help others and strived to be a good person.

He is survived by his niece, Tarha Sturgeon; his great-nephew,
Tristan Scarlett; and his extended family, Joanne Miles, Damon
Miles, and Danielle Williams. He is predeceased by his parents
and his sisters, Sheila Sturgeon and Donna Scarlett.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve his family and
friends.

Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-
alcare.com.

James ‘Jimmy’ Homer Taylor 
James "Jimmy" Homer Taylor was

unexpectedly called Home to be with
his Lord on Tuesday, April 27, 2021.

He was born in Loraine, Ohio, on
Jan. 7, 1961, to the late JoAnn S.
Maney and late Jim Taylor. He was
raised by his mother and step-father,
the late James M. Maney.

As a young man, he was into many
activities, especially those that kept
him outside, including FFA, gem min-
ing, and many others. He also spent
time in the Army in the ’70s.

He was an avid outdoorsman and
had a true love of nature. He loved to
hunt and loved passing that passion,
knowledge and experience onto his family and friends. Whether he
was working, hunting, fishing, camping, digging ramps or ginseng,
playing a game of horseshoes, or just listening to the crickets chirp
in the warm evenings, he was most happy, content and at peace
when he was outside, surrounded by nature.

He was a jack of all trades, never afraid of hard work or getting
his hands dirty, but was a plumber by profession all of his life,
working side by side with his father, James Maney and family
friends.

He had an infectious personality, and could make friends any-
where he went. He was a man overflowing with history, knowl-
edge, experience, jokes, pranks, tall tales and love. He had a heart
and soul that was purely immeasurable; he would never hesitate to
help anyone in need, at any time, whether it be with clothing, food,
or even paying their power bill; with no need for an explanation
nor expecting any payment in return. His smile and laugh was con-
tagious and a huge part of his personality.

He loved to play jokes and pranks on people, jumping out of the
shadows or fooling someone with a slight of hand trick. He would
always naturally become the life of the party and the center of at-
tention, someone that everyone in the room would be drawn to.

He is preceded in death by his mother, JoAnn Maney, step fa-
ther, James Maney, biological father, Jim Taylor, brother, Jerry Tay-
lor, and many beloved special cousins and family friends.

He is survived by his son, Michael James Taylor; daughter,
Chelsi Jean Coggins-Taylor and her mother, Johnna Taylor; grand-
children, Michala Cheyenne Taylor, Meana JoAnn Taylor, and
Royce Jamesen Ulsh; sister-in-law, Elizabeth Taylor; special friend,
Lynn Webb; and extended family members and friends too numer-
ous to count.

He was a friend, partner, teacher, father, grandfather, provider,
hero and so much more. He truly seemed larger than life itself. His
absence leaves a gaping hole for those that loved him, that no
amount of time will help to heal. He had a soul that permeated
everyone he knew, and helped so many people feel like they had
someone they could turn to.

He will be a name that lives on in many stories to come, remi-
niscing about his life and adventures. He will be a man that is
missed by everyone that truly knew him, until that blessed day
when we can all be reunited on God's Holy Mountain.

The family will be holding a private, intimate service at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Moffitt Family Fu-
neral Care, the VA, or the charity of your choice.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve Jimmy's family.
Online condolences can be made at www.moffittfunerals.com.

James Homer Taylor

Ronald Gary Christie
Ronald Gary Christie, 86, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away April
27, 2021.

He was born in New York to the
late Robert and Cassie Albee
Christie. In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by broth-
ers, Richard Christie and Kenneth
Christie.

He spent the last 30 years in
Western North Carolina where he
dedicated his time to serving oth-
ers through Meals on Wheels and
in prison ministry at Craggy Cor-
rectional Center in Asheville. He
was a skilled stained-glass artist
and enjoyed golfing. 

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Carol Christie; chil-
dren, Cheryl Natiello (Joe) of St Augustine Fla., and Wenda
Kohler (James) of Port St. Lucie, Fla.; grandchildren, Krista
McGill (Lyndon), Michelle Acree (Alex), Alyssa Fraser (Ryan
Fine); and great grandchildren, Logan, Riley, Savannah, Aubrey,
Max, Carleigh, Harper, Damien.

A memorial service was held Friday, April 30, at First Pente-
cost. 

Rev. Tracy Tallent and Rev. Eric Bolick officiated.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Ronald Christie

Family, care of First Pentecost Church, 164 Iotla Church Road
Franklin, NC, NC 28734

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

Ronald Gary Christie

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment
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Jackie Sumner Hurst
Jackie Sumner Hurst, 58,  of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Sunday, May 2, 2021.

Born in Tampa, Fla., she was
the daughter of the late Cecil and
Mary Frances Hilburn.  In addi-
tion to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by the love of her
life, Jack Hurst; a sister, Brenda
Muncey; and a brother Johnny
Hilburn. She was known by many
for her huge caregiver’s heart.
She was always looking for ways
to help others; often cooking for
and feeding anyone that she
could.  She loved to sing and re-
cently had been attending Discover Church in Franklin.

And as Jackie would always say “Jeremiah was a bullfrog.” 
She is survived by her five children, Sandra Franks, Cecil Mid-

dleton, and Julia Hamlin, all of Franklin, Henry Hatfield of Tampa,
Fla., and Eddie Kresal of North Carolina; a sister, Patricia Ha-
jipour; and a brother, Robert Hilburn both of Florida; 16 grand-
children; three great grandchildren (plus one on the way); and
numerous nieces and nephews.

In keeping with Jackie’s wishes, there will be no formal serv-
ices. The family will have a gathering of family and friends on
Tuesday, May 11, at Macon Funeral Home from 1 to 2 p.m. 

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Jackie Sumner Hurst

Lula Rebecca Alexander Kloss
Lula Rebecca Alexander Kloss,

101, a longstanding and beloved
figure in the Hickory Knoll com-
munity in Macon County, North
Carolina, passed away on April
27, 2021. 

She was born in Jackson
County, North Carolina, on July
31, 1919. She was the oldest of
nine children to Thomas Luther
Buchanan and Carrie Sutton
Buchanan. 

In addition to her parents, she
is preceded in death by her first
husband and father of her four
children, Cecil Delonius Alexan-
der, who died in 1981; her second husband, Paul J. Kloss, who
died in 1988; her son, William Carl Alexander and son-in-law, Dr.
John Hume Killian; and her siblings, Don Henry, Robert Dan, Carl
Jackson, Joe Mack and Nancy Carolyn Buchanan. 

She is survived by her children, Robert James Alexander
(Joyce) of Greensboro, Ga.; Frances Alexander Killian of
Asheville, N.C., and Richard Cecil Alexander (Janfra) of
Lawrenceville, Ga.; her sister, Helen Buchanan Morgan of Clem-
mons, N.C.; her brothers, Billy Ray Buchanan (Evelyn) of Sylva,
N.C., and Tommy Marion Buchanan (Gail) of Brevard, N.C.; sis-
ters-in-law, Victoria Buchanan and Cereeta Buchanan; as well as
seven grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 

She worked for many years providing for her family at the
Clairborne Manufacturing Company in Clayton, Ga., and at the
Belden Electric Company in Franklin. She was a prolific quilter
and contributing artisan to the Maco Crafts cooperative through
the 1980s. She was a devoted and engaged member of the Hick-
ory Knoll United Methodist Church for more than 65 years. 

She was an extraordinary woman and the quintessential, moun-
tain matriarch of a Scotch-Irish family in the Southern Ap-
palachians. She nurtured and carried her family gracefully through
the 20th century. Like many of her generation, she was raised in
rural poverty and faced the duty and responsibility of maintaining
the home and caring for her siblings at an early age. This experi-
ence instilled in her a quiet strength, work ethic and resolve that
would serve her well the rest of her life. 

She was timeless. She was well-respected for her Appalachian
traditions and heritage skills. She made her own lye soap, canned
rigorously, ate her own garden vegetables, and cooked from
scratch. She always had a hot meal ready for a guest and a well-
tended fire. She also loved sharing her sewing and quilting gifts
with the community. However, her greatest passion was watching
things grow. She particularly loved her tomato plants and peren-
nial flowers.

She embodied many of the great virtues of her regional culture
such as self-reliance, resourcefulness and resilience and we are
grateful for it. But her greatest strength was her faith in God and
the love for family, friends and community which stemmed from
it. The family appreciates all the wonderful care she received at the
Franklin House and Macon Valley Nursing Home. 

She will be buried in the Shepherd Cemetery in Macon County
and a memorial service to celebrate her life will be held Saturday
May 8,  at 2 p.m. at Macon Funeral Home Chapel. Visitation will
be held at 1 p.m. prior to the service. Rev. Don Moffitt will offi-
ciate, and Frank Killian, Mark Alexander, and Jeff Musser will
speak. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Hickory Knoll
United Methodist Church. 86 East Hickory Knoll Rd, Franklin,
NC 28734.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home will be handling the arrangements.

Lula Kloss

Dennis ‘Denny’ Candler Vanhook
Dennis "Denny" Candler Van-

hook, went on to Glory on April
30, 2021. He was born on July 5,
1953. Even though he missed the
big Fourth of July celebration by
one day, he had it in him to cele-
brate daily, enjoying life to the
fullest.

He was an awesome athlete in
his younger days, possessing the
ability to play higher level sports.
Even though he had different
plans, he never lost that competi-
tive trait. He was a lifelong sports
enthusiast and found the greatest
pleasure in following his grand-
children as they excelled in basketball, baseball, or volleyball.
He was a diehard Carolina fan and became a Mountaineer fan,
celebrating his grandson's success on the Appalachian State Uni-
versity baseball field.

Soni, who was the love of Denny's life, always said before she
fell in love with Denny, she fell in love with his parents, Bill and
Isabell. Whatever the circumstances, it worked, and they were
married for 50 years. His parents were very important to him, and
the love they instilled in him was passed on to many people. He
enjoyed helping take care of them and was always approachable
and willing to help anyone that he could.

Those who knew Denny knew how much he loved Soni and
and their daughter, Kim, but his grandchildren made his eyes light
up like nothing else could. He just couldn't get enough of them
and had the great pleasure of living close enough to get daily vis-
its. He was devoted to each of them.

When Jesus chose His disciples, seven of the 12 were fisher-
men. Denny, therefore, must have been one of Jesus's favorite
kind of people since he'd rather be fishing than anything. He and
his old friend, Sam Henderson, and others spent many days ter-
rorizing the fish in Western North Carolina and north Georgia.
No mountain stream was safe.

He was one of those rare people who enjoyed a joke on him-
self. He would tell what foolish thing he'd done and get a bigger
laugh than anyone. His recognizable laugh was so contagious that
there was no choice but to laugh with him.

He was a believer – a man of faith. He had a passion for doing
what he could for the Baptist Men's Association, whether it was
raising money or participating on mission trips. He enjoyed being
with like minded believers and helping others.

He leaves his wife, Sonja Stamey Vanhook; his daughter, Kim-
berly Vanhook Terrell (Brian); his grandchildren, Andrew, An-
drea, and Anderson; his brother, Billy Vanhook (Sherry); a
sister-in-law, Becky Powers, a brother-in-law, Dennis Stamey
(Terry); his nieces and nephews, Amy, Ben, Breanna, Jake, and
Leah; and his special friends, Walter and Terri Hunter with many
happy and funny memories. He was predeceased by his parents,
William Henry "Bill" and Isabell Ray Vanhook.

A Celebration of Life was held Tuesday, May 4, at Prentiss
Church of God. Don Moffitt, Mark Bishop, and Tim Hayes offi-
ciated.

In lieu of flowers,  consider a contribution to the NC Baptist
Men's Association, PO Box 1107, Cary, North Carolina 27512.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Dennis Candler Vanhook

Virginia Furnish Beu Caskey
Virginia Furnish Beu Caskey, 93, passed away Tuesday, April 27,

2021, at the Franklin House in Franklin, N.C. 
She was born June 24, 1927, in Cardington, Ohio, to the late

Arthur Furnish and Wilda Haynes Furnish. She was married to the
late Walter Beu who passed away April 8, 1969, and to the late Glenn
E. Caskey for 45 years who passed away in 2017.  She was a mem-
ber of First United Methodist Church in Franklin. She worked as a
leader in the Head Start program and later as a psychometrist/coun-
selor in the public school system in Indiana and southwest Georgia. 

Survivors include her son, Frederick Beu of Centreville, Md.; a
daughter, Elizabeth Spencer Beu of Franklin; three grandchildren,
Christina Beu, Diana Nilsson, and Janay Rice; and five great grand-
children, Andrew Nilsson, Madeline Nilsson and Henry Nilsson,
Tyden Rickard and John Luke Rice. 

In addition to her parents and husbands, she was preceded in death
by a son, Arthur Beu; and two sisters, Margaret Burt and Ruth Stein-
metz. 

In addition to being a beloved mother, grandmother and great
grandmother, she enjoyed a successful career as a
psychometrist/counselor to special needs children. She traveled ex-
tensively and never shied away from an adventure.  She became a
certified scuba diver at 60 years old and went hot-air ballooning over
the mountains and deserts of Arizona well into her 70s.  She lived life
boldly, with integrity and great faith in God.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Caskey
family. 

https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
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Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

Perhaps it was birthday fate. When the name of the race is
the Buschy McBusch Race 400, your name is Kyle Busch
and it’s your 36th birthday - you have to figure there’s some
serious racing juju in your favor. And Busch took advantage
of it.
Busch’s No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota took the lead on

a restart with two laps remaining and held off the field by
.336-seconds Sunday at Kansas Speedway to give him his
first NASCAR Cup Series win of the season – 58th of his ca-
reer - and his new crew chief Ben Beshore the first win of his
career.
It completed a weekend trophy sweep for Busch, who won

Saturday night’s NASCAR Camping World Truck Series
race too.
“Just a great day to be able to put this M&Ms Camry up

front," Busch said smiling, adding “Great to be able to get
everyone back in Victory Lane again this early in the season
and get those points going our way.
“And,” he said breaking into a grin, “I just remembered

it’s the Buschy McBusch race and a Busch won. What do
you know?"
It was a dramatic ending to what had been largely a

Kyle Larson show up front all day. The Hendrick Mo-
torsports driver led a race best 132 of the 267 laps. But
he got shuffled back to the second row on the last restart
and had contact with Ryan Blaney’s front-row running
Ford after taking the final green flag. The two cars slid
up and bounced into the wall and out of the groove, al-
lowing Busch to take off with the help of his Joe Gibbs
Racing teammate Martin Truex Jr. pushing from behind.
Ultimately the Fords driven by Kevin Harvick and

Brad Keselowski – on fresher tires – chased down Truex
on the last lap to claim second and third place behind
Busch. Keselowski, last week’s Talladega winner, led a
season-best 72 of the opening 80 laps.
Matt DiBenedetto was fourth and reigning series

champion Chase Elliott finished fifth. Truex was sixth,
followed by Tyler Reddick, Chris Buescher, William
Byon and Austin Dillon.
Larson, looking to claim his second victory of the sea-

son was understandably disappointed after the race. He fin-
ished 19th after leading the most laps on the afternoon.
“I had the 2 [Keselowski] behind me and he didn’t get to

my bumper and I think he had to protect behind him and it
just allowed the bottom [row] to get a good jump on us and
the bottom two lanes cleared me," Larson explained.
“I was back to third and planned on pushing [Ryan]

Blaney as good as I could and obviously, I pushed too hard
and got him loose and chased both of us back into the wall.
I was just trying to help him stay side by side with the 18
[Busch] on the back to allow myself to have some sort of
opportunity, but I just pushed too hard.
“That’s really the first time I was behind somebody on a

Kyle Busch gets birthday
present with win at Kansas

Kyle Busch, driver of the #18 M&amp;M's Mix Toy-
ota, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Cup Series Buschy McBusch Race 400
at Kansas Speedway on May 02, 2021 in Kansas
City, Kansas.     Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images 

“It’s hard sometimes when you go through
the lulls, you go through the disappointment,
you go through dejection and the lack of under-
standing if you can still do it," Busch said.
“There’s a sense of doubt there for sure. But you
just have to keep persevering, keep digging and
putting your focus forward."
The NASCAR Cup Series races next Sunday

at the historic Darlington (S.C.) Raceway in the
Goodyear 400 (3:30 p.m. ET on FS1, MRN and
SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).

Kyle Busch grabs his 61st Truck win at Kansas Speedway
Statistically speaking, Kyle Busch had a perfect night at

Kansas Speedway on Friday, sweeping both stage victories
in the Wise Power 200 NASCAR Camping World Truck Se-
ries race, leading the most laps and earning his series record
61st trophy.
But the veteran had to earn that joyous finish – rallying

from a fourth-place starting position on the final overtime
restart to take the lead in a three-wide battle. He ultimately
led the final two laps to take the checkered by .665-seconds
over Ross Chastain. It marked the second win of the season
for Busch. He’s either won or finished runner-up in his four

restart. I learned for next time."
The first 167 laps of the 267-lap race were run with no

major incidents – the caution flags came out only for a
scheduled competition caution and the two stage breaks.
Busch won Stage 1 and Larson won Stage 2.
But there were three cautions in the last 20 laps – making

pit decisions and lane choice crucial in that last run to the
checkered flag.
Ultimately, the two-time series champion Busch, was able

to keep his car up front and make the move when he needed
to – his victory obviously a huge boost in confidence for the
team, which had only two previous top-five finishes in the
opening 10 races of the season.

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

73o/51o

9%
68o/40o

14%
78o/57o

15%
79o/57o

39%
66o/39o

7%

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.smokeymountainauctioncompany.hibid.com
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Truck Series races this
season.

Despite the domi-
nance of Busch’s No.
51 Kyle Busch Motor-
sports Toyota, he was
on the radio with his
team during the race’s
final caution, worried
there may have been
some sort technical
problem with his
truck. But at the drop
of the green, he ma-
neuvered around the
front-running trucks
of Chastain and
Austin Hill, pulling
away on the final lap.

Busch’s win marks
the fifth straight this
season for his Kyle
Busch Motorsports.
His 59 laps out front
was most on the night.
It’s Busch’s third vic-
tory in his last four
Kansas starts.

“No restarts actually went our way tonight, I was
shocked, we definitely missed something just being able to
come up through the gears and get going," said the Las
Vegas native who turns 37 Sunday.

“It just would not go. Those guys would just swarm us. I
think we saw it one of the restarts with the 4-truck (Ne-
mechek) too, he got run over. So all and all, great job by
KBM and Toyota, TRD, this Cessna Beechcraft Tundra was
awesome."

Hill finished third, behind Busch and Chastain. Christian
Eckes and Busch’s teammate John Hunter Nemechek
rounded out the top five.   Todd Gilliland, Zane Smith,
Raphael Lessard, Johnny Sauter and Ben Rhodes completed
the top 10.

Series rookie Hailie Deegan finished a career best 13th
and was running as high as eighth place, before pitting just
before the final restart.

As with Busch, at one point Hill was worried about his
truck’s performance – pitting twice during the first stage

break but steadily making his way back up through the field.
Last year’s regular season champion, Hill hasn’t won since
September, 2020 and the 1.5-mile Kansas Speedway is sta-
tistically, his best track.

“I thought I did everything right on that restart, threw it on
the apron and saw Chastain go up to block whoever was
coming on his outside and got beside him and from there on
out it was a drag race, I was wide open the whole green-
white-checkered," Hill said, adding, “Good finish, finish-
ing third with everything we had going on. I want to win so
bad, so just really frustrating right now."

With his fifth-place finish Nemechek – a two-race win-
ner in 2021 – maintains a 33-point lead over fellow two-
race winner Ben Rhodes in the championship standings.
And that was good enough to earn Nemechek’s No. 4 Kyle
Busch Motorsports team a $50,000 mid-season “road crew”
bonus from series sponsor Camping World.

The series next race, the LiftKits4Less.com 200 at Dar-
lington (S.C.) Raceway is Friday night at 7:30 p.m. (FS1,
MRN, SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).

TROUT FISHING
NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT

OPEN Weekends Only April, May & Oct.
OPEN 7 Days a Week June & July

828-349-9034
4175 Tellico Rd., Franklin, NC

A Stocked Catch Out Pond with
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and even Golden Trout .

•KID FRIENDLY! •WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BAIT
We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a
Golden
Trout
it’s FREE

Kyle Busch, driver of the #51 Cessna Toyota, celebrates in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series Wise Power 200 at Kansas Speedway on May 01, 2021 in Kansas City, Kansas.
Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images 

Mon.–Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

• Running Boards
• Tonneau Covers

• Ladder
Racks

• Tool Boxes
• Hitches

• Grill Guards
SPRING
SERVICE
SPECIAL

NATION’S #1 SPRAYED-IN BED LINER
THE HOMEOF

TheMaconCountyNews.com
Visit Us Online at 

https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
https://www.TheMaconCountyNews.com
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
https://www.tellicotrout.com
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/
http://www.wayah.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

66. He had no cause?
68. Thin mountain ridge
69. Local area network
70. Unmanned flyer
71. Hospital statistics unit,
pl.
72. NaOH
73. Church assembly

DOWN
1. D.C. V.I.P.
2. "Star ____"
3. Either Gauche or Droite in
Paris
4. Like a lemon
5. Beginning of a workout
6. Special law enforcement
unit, acr.
7. Elephant's distinguished
feature
8. Uncredited actor

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME:
SESAME STREET

ACROSS
1. Scarecrow stuffing
6. Observe
9. Kind of ski lift
13. "Fear of Flying" author
Jong
14. Madame Tussauds'
medium
15. Fervent
16. Never say this?
17. You to are is as thou to
____
18. Skylit lobbies
19. *It isn't easy "bein'
green" for him
21. *First bilingual
Sesame Street puppet
23. Flower precursor
24. Rental on the links
25. Rowing prop
28. Banana remnant
30. Besmear
35. Poker variety
37. Away from wind
39. Like helium gas
40. Coconut fiber
41. Like an iPhone
43. Singular of #33 Down
44. Per ____, or yearly
46. Guesstimate phrase,
2 words
47. Raise, as in child
48. Bob Marley's music
50. TV classic  "____
Make a Deal"
52. Hi-____ monitor
53. Oscar Wilde's Dorian
____
55. *Sesame Street's
Meryl Sheep
57. *Every starred clue in
this puzzle
60. *Self-described as lov-
able, cute and furry
63. One born to Japanese
immigrants
64. Be in the red

9. Lake ____caca, South
America
10. *Ernie's roommate
11. Diva's delivery
12. Swedish shag rug
15. "____ your seatbelts"
20. Think tank output
22. Eyeball shape
24. "I can see ____ now the
rain has gone..."
25. *Trash can dweller
26. Be sorry for one's
wickedness
27. Repenting
29. *He avoids pronouns
and speaks in falsetto
31. Gloomy
32. More competent
33. Arm bones
34. *Mama, Papa, Baby and
Curly

36. Chemical cure
38. Gaelic tongue
42. Load carrier
45. Crow's cousin
49. Old English for before
51. Arya Stark's Needle and
Jedi's Lightsaber, e.g.
54. Lagoon wall
56. Each and all
57. Bog down
58. From a second-hand
store
59. Four-legged friends
60. Autry or Wilder
61. Jet black
62. Nevada city
63. Pick up, as in suspect
65. Modus operandi
67. Light-emitting diode

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

FARMERS MARKET Spring Season
9-12, every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads, Pas-
tries,  Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps,
Eggs, Large Assortment of Cookies.
Blueberry & Blackberry Bushes, Pe-
onies. 200 Block East Palmer.

FULL SIZE SLEEPER Sofa, medium
slate blue color.  Minimally used, in
very good condition. Asking $280.
Teeter Hang-up Inversion Table model
#EP-960. In very good condition. Ask-
ing $180. Diane (828)421-5539 (Not
available 2pm-9pm Thursdays).

 

 

Misc. For Sale
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MOVING SALE Everything Must Go!
Something for Everybody. Saturday,
9am-3pm, 29 Pannell Lane, off Lake
Emory. Follow Signs.

COVENTRY PLACE 16 Coventry Circle
E, Friday & Saturday May 7 & 8, 9-3.

MAY 7 & 8 Friday, Saturday, 9am-5pm,
88 Rivers Whisper Lane Across from
Cowee Baptist Church.

 

 

  

 

Garage & Yard Sales
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AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.

 

 

  

 

   

Motor Vehicles

C  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

Motor Vehicles
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

GO TOPLESS DAY Saturday, May
15, 9:30am to 7pm, Macon County
Rec. Park, 365 Allman Dr., $30 entry
fee per jeep, Jeep Trail Rides, BBQ
meal with sides, dessert & drink, $10
Adult, kids BBQ meal $5.

YOUR AD HERE Call (828)369-6767
for details or email to maconcounty
news@gmail.com.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer St.,
Franklin. Furniture, Lighting, Plumbing,
Building Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More!  (828)524-5273.
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main St.
(828)586-1800. Hours for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.
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Garage & Yard Sales
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DEALS & STEALS SALE Friday &
Saturday, May 7 & 8th, 8am-2pm, 2594
Wells Grove Rd. Lots of furniture, rugs,
linens, lamps, decor, dish sets, antique
glassware, ladders, clothing. Yard and
deck are full of great things. Don’t miss
this one!
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TRAILER RENTALS

6X10 DUMP

5X10 OR 6X12

18’ EQUIPMENT

CALL FOR AVAILABILITY

828-349-4500
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC
In Otto since 1998

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

Call Peter (828)524-1010

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons

TORTOISESHELL
TABBY KITTENS

Born March 21st

Lovely, Big Eyes
$65
CALL

(828) 524-0261

26 West Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734

Office: (828)369-6767
Fax: (828)369-2700

NOW HIRING
Part-time 

Graphic Designer

All inquiries will remain confidential.
Please email resume and examples 

of your work to:
maconcountynews@gmail.com

MUST BE ABLE TO: 
• Work on Macs using Adobe Illustrator, 
Adobe Photoshop and QuarkXPress

• Proficient Speller
• Quick Turnaround
• Able to Work on a Deadline

PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Yard Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too Small,
Prompt Response. (828)342-4039.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hydroseed-
ing. (828)524-3976.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience.
(239)860-0117.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 25 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. (828)524-5475.
HAUL-4-U Pick-up of Appliances Fur-
niture, Garbage, Trash, Rubbish. Res-
idential/Commercial Clean Outs.
(828)332-7175.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+ years
experience. (845)807-1326.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

MELTON’S ROOFING and Gutter
Cleaning. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your Roof and
Gutter Needs.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
HOME & PROPERTY CARETAKER
Service. We Will Be There When You
Can’t to Offer Routine Home Inspec-
tions, Maintenance, Repairs and
Peace of Mind. (828)421-6712.
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER Part-time.
Must be able to: Work on Macs using
Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop
and QuarkXPress, Good Speller,
Quick Turnaround. Able to Work on a
Deadline. All inquiries will remain con-
fidential. Email Resume and Exam-
ples of your Work to:
maconcountynews@gmail.com

LOCAL BUSINESS SEEKING part-
time help.  Individual must have some
knowledge of health and nutrition.
Duties will include running register,
helping customers, stocking shelves,
pricing orders and more.  Please send
resume to Mountain Valley Health
Foods, c/o Sandy Ochsner or Bill
Abraham, 150 Georgia Rd., Ste. A,
Franklin, NC 28734.  No walk-ins or
phone calls please!

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA High-
lands NC. Assistant F&B Manager,
Banquet Captain, Banquet Supervi-
sor, Banquet Server, Host, Server,
Busser, Bartender, Gardener’s Assis-
tant, Cook, Pastry & Bread Cook,
Dishwasher, Reservations Specialist,
Front Desk Agent, Bellman, Night Au-
ditor, Overnight Security, Room Atten-
dant, Houseman, 2nd Shift Laundry,
Warehouse Associate, Retail Associ-
ate, Spa Attendant, Spa Concierge,
Fitness Manager, Massage Therapist,
Cosmetologist, Contract Positions-Fit-
ness Instructor (spin), Makeup Artist.

NOW HIRING Experienced Line
Cooks, Dishwashers. Apply in Person
at 145 Highlands Rd. Between the
hours of 7am-2pm Ms. Lois Restau-
rant.

HAMPTON INN Now Hiring $11.75.
All Positions  Apply in person. NO
phone calls. 244 Cunningham Rd.

HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED for 2021
Season. Looking for quality house-
keepers to work 2 or 3 days a week in
the Highlands & Cashiers area. Work
in pleasant homes, with nice cus-
tomers. Dependable car needed &
cell phone. Drug test & background
check required. $14.00 per hour, with
$20 gas allowance per day. If inter-
ested, please send resume to: The-
CleaningTeam4U@gmail.com

WATAUGA CREEK Furniture Ware-
house and Delivery; Able to carry fur-
niture upstairs. Have a good driving
record. Be a team player. Available for
overtime when needed. Off Sundays.
Competitive pay depending on expe-
rience. Call for Appointment (828)369-
7881.

AUTO BODY MAN/PAINTERWanted
Also Auto Detail/Cleanup Person.
Apply after 3pm at 69 Mill St. Franklin.

WHY DRIVE TO HIGHLANDS Root +
Barrel Seeks Motivated Seasoned
Wait Staff, Kitchen Staff to include
Line Cooks and Dishwashers.  Better
Starting Wages Available. Contact Pa-
tricia or Ciana for Front of House
(828)369-3663 between 3 to 5 p.m or
come by for application, 77 E. Main
St. Franklin.

WIOA CASE MANAGER: Jackson &
Swain Counties Join a motivated team
striving to assist participants who are
seeking education and occupational
skills to obtain/retain employment op-
portunities.  The ideal candidate for this
position is involved in these communi-
ties and is enthusiastic about assisting
individuals in securing gainful employ-
ment. Requirements: Responsible for
coordinating the Workforce Innovation
Opportunity Act (WIOA) services by in-
creasing employment and job retention
for participants. Responsible for assist-
ing in the increase of occupational skills
attainment by providing training serv-
ices. Performs initial assessments and
evaluations of each participant’s em-
ployability, aptitudes and interests
through interviews, testing and coun-
seling. Places participants in training
classes and assists with job searches.
Promotes the program through visits
within the community and colleges. Co-
ordinates and oversees the On the Job
Training (OJT) program. Ensures con-
tinuous improvement toward program
goals to achieve required and desired
outcomes. Performs other duties as as-
signed. Working knowledge of Microsoft
Office Products. Excellent communica-
tion skills. Valid driver’s license required.
Education and Experience: Bachelor’s
degree, two years related experience
and/or training or the equivalent combi-
nation of education and experience.
MPP is an EEO/AA Employer. Ways to
apply:  NC Works office, 23 Macon Av-
enue, Franklin NC or www.ncworks.gov
MPP website | mppnhc.org   Email re-
sume to admin@mppnhc.org Apply by
5:00 pm Friday, May 14, 2021.
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FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 Lots in
Gated Community. Long Range Views,
Good Roads, Backed up to Indian
Land.(828)421-4582.
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY for lease
on 441 south. 2 Full bays, 2 story office
space, all for lease separately. $1500 per
bay, $1500 for office space, monthly. Call
(828)369-5333 for more information.
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2BD/1.5BA One level, new carpeting,
paint, carport, utility room. Cowee.
Landlord on property. Owner does yard
work.  Perfect for retired couple. No
pets. First/Last/Security,
$1,200/monthly,  Reference. Must
meet lease requirements. Available
May 1 (828)371-7760.
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FOUND SHAR PEI MIX Brown White
Mix, Male, Mashburn Branch Area. No
collar or identification. Call (828)342-
3949.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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SMOKEY MOUNTAIN AUCTION CO.
online bidding, Smokeymountainauc-
tioncompany.hibid.com   preview in
person, 175 Jim Mann Rd. Open
10am-4pm Mon-Sat NCAL Firm 10389
(828)634-4271.

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
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YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

Duramax 6.6 LT Turbo diesel w/ Allison 10spd
transmission. Fully loaded with heated/cooled
seats, Navigation, leather, Bose sound system.

MSRP $77,350  ONLY $75,600

5.3 LT V8 Automatic, Power windows, locks,
mirrors, tilt, cruise, factory trailerbrake & for-
ward collision alert & braking.

MSRP $47,900  ONLY $43,500

Fully loaded including leather, panoramic sun-
roof, remote start with heated seats, collision
alert with braking, blind spot detection and
too much more to list here.

MSRP $30,790  ONLY $27,711

V8, Automatic, leather interior, 20”wheels, for-
ward collision alert & braking, wireless charg-
ing, heated & cooled memory seats, remote
start & hands-free power lift gate and Much,
Much More!!

MSRP 51,465  ONLY $43,746

All wheel drive, crossover with keyless entry,
power windows, locks, mirrors, tilt, cruise,
power seat, Apple Carplay, Android Auto and
much more!

MSRP $29,820  ONLY $25,347

2021 CHEVROLET 3500 HD 4X4 LTZ 2021CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
CREW CAB TRAILBOSS 4X4

2021 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER LT AWD

2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER PREMIER AWD

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

1 owner new car trade in, clean car-
fax, power windows, locks, mirrors,
tilt and cruise, sunroof and alloy
wheels.   ONLY $12,990

Heated leather, panoramic sunroof,
navigation, forward collision alert,
blind spot detection and Much,
Much More.   ONLY $27,770

Full power package including key-
less entry, power windows, locks,
mirrors. Great gas mileage and low
payments.   ONLY $16,900

2017 CHEVROLET SPARK LT

2018 VW TIGUAN SEL 
PREMIUM AWD

2019 TOYOTA COROLLA 
LE SEDAN

Leather interior, navigation, driver
confidence package with auto par-
allel parking. Too much equipment
to list here. MUST SEE! 
ONLY $27,936

Everything you would expect in a
luxury truck, including chrome
wheels and step bars with trailer
assist!!   ONLY $44,477

2019 FORD EDGE TITANIUM

2018 FORD F-150 LARIAT 
4X4 CREW CAB

Very well-equipped 3rd row SUV, 1
local owner with no accidents, fully
loaded with blind spot detection
and rear cross traffic warning.   
ONLY $24,750

2019 KIA SORENTO LX AWD

2020 HONDA ODYSSEY

1 owner, local trade-in, leather in-
terior, sunroof, heated seats, power
side doors and lift gate, will not
find a nicer one.  ONLY $37,900
2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO

Z71 CREW CAB 4X4

V6, Automatic, power windows,
locks, mirrors, tow package, bed-
liner, fully equipped mid-sized
truck!  ONLY $34,900

2021 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS

Electric crossover with auto emergency brak-
ing, blind spot detection, heated seats and so
much more. No gas or oil changes ever again!

MSRP $40,010  ONLY $28,995

2020 CHEVROLET BOLT LT

https://www.WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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