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Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

When the Macon County School Board met on Monday
evening, two agenda items were discussed at length – grad-
uation ceremonies for Franklin High School (FHS) Seniors;
and how to re-open schools in August. 

Since the county is unsure of exactly when each phase of
reopening the state will take place, the board came up with
three different options for FHS Seniors.  They decided to
take a poll and ask graduating seniors which option they pre-
ferred.  The poll will be sent to each senior via school email
and the options will also be posted on Facebook.  This sur-
vey was sent on Tuesday, May 19, with results tallied on the
following Friday. The board asks parents to have a conver-
sation with their child regarding the best decision for their
family. The results of this survey are nonbinding. The deci-
sion to hold the ceremony will include input from students
in the form of this survey. Other factors will include state
and local guidance dictated by the rate of the COVID-19 out-
break. Survey results and a final decision regarding Franklin
High School commencement ceremonies will be announced
during the continued meeting of The Macon County Board
of Education which will be held on Tuesday, May 26, at 9 am

School Board weighs graduation options

See SCHOOL BOARD page 2

Matt Kolodzik, seventh grade science teacher at Macon Middle School, hands an award to Julia Williamson at Wednesday’s farewell
parade. The drive-thru parades were being held at schools all over the county to allow students and teachers to tie up loose ends
and say good bye. For more photos, see page 12.  Photo by Vickie Carpenter

in the Board Room of the Macon County Schools Adminis-
trative Offices. 

The three options include: 
– Option 1- June 13
Each senior would have a mask, which are being donated

by community members.  Each senior would be dropped off
at a designated spot on campus.  Social distancing would be
required throughout the event.

Each senior would be allowed one car for their parents to
ride in.  These cars would be assigned a parking spot alpha-
betically.  The cars would file in by the Senior’s last name on
a route through campus and entering the track.

As each Senior’s name is called, the family, in the car the
entire time, would then pull onto the track and have a “front
row” view of the Senior receiving the diploma.  Then the
family would return to their parking spot and listen to the
remaining commencement on the radio.

Seniors would be seated 8-10 feet apart on the football
field.  This social distancing would be maintained the entire
commencement.  Seniors would be seated so that no more
than 10 are on each side of the field within each 10-yard line.

National Commander Bill Oxford
The American Legion

Every crisis has new heroes. During the 9/11 attacks, they
were the first responders running into burning and crum-
bling buildings as others ran out.  Now, during the Coron-
avirus pandemic, the most visible heroes are the health care
professionals, who are saving others and risking their own
lives while doing so.

These heroes have much in common with the people that
we honor today – America’s fallen veterans. They are men
and women who have sacrificed their own lives so others
could live. They are both elite and ordinary. They are elite in
the sense of character. Giving your life so others could live
is the ultimate definition of selfless.

They are ordinary in the fact that they represent the di-
verse fabric of our country. They are rich and poor, black
and white, male and female. They come from every ethnic-
ity and background. In short, they looked like anyone of us.

As we celebrate the selfless and untiring performances of
the healthcare workers during the COVID-19 pandemic, it
brings to mind the military medics, doctors and nurses who

Group honors senior care workers, residents
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Memorial Day: 
Honoring heroes 
past and present 

See HEROES page 5
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Once the commencement ceremony is complete, seniors
would return to their families’ respective cars, maintaining
proper social distance.  The cars would then have a drive-in
event to showcase the seniors.

The ceremony would be recorded by BackLot Cinemas and
aired at a later date for the community to view.

– Option 2 – June 6th or June 13th
Seniors would drive on to campus, with family in one car.

The student would exit the car at a designated location and pick
up their diploma.   Photographs with school administrators
would be allowed.

Students would reenter their car and leave campus
– Option 3 – August 1
An event on this date may be similar to Option 1 or 2 above.

An event on this date might also allow for parents to be seated
in the stands depending upon Executive Orders and state and
local health requirements regarding social distancing and mass
gathering limitations in place in August. 

Re-opening schools
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin spoke at length about dif-

ferent scenarios that could be possible for reopening schools in
August. A preliminary plan was issued to the board by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services along with the CDC's
interim guidance plan, to assist with discussion of the options.
Some considerations, if everything goes well this summer,
would be the use of personal protection equipment (PPE) for
employees and students. The board could be required to supply
the PPE's. This could include masks, hand sanitizer, gloves or
possibly protective eyewear. Dr. Baldwin stated "it would be
extremely expensive if that was something we were required to
do."   Screening is another issue, to help determine if anyone
was actually carrying COVID 19. Purchasing thermometers
could be required, but that might not be good enough because
many people do not have symptoms of COVID 19 even though
they may test positive. 

Even though schools might open on Aug. 17, will families
be comfortable sending their children to school?

"How will we address someone who is not comfortable send-
ing their child where they might be contaminated by COVID
19?” said Baldwin. “Will we provide them with remote learn-
ing for those families? What will we do with staff who have un-
derlying conditions and cannot work? What if a doctor tells

them they may not work if they have diabetes or a heart condi-
tion? Particularly bus drivers, many of the bus drivers are over
65 and have these underlying conditions. Will we be able to
transport our students?"  

The social distancing requirement that the CDC and the De-
partment of Public Health recommends would make it difficult
to transport children on buses. With the smaller mandated class
sizes, it might mean the schools will have to provide staggered
schedules.  Some of the proposals that Dr. Baldwin has seen
would have only elementary students (K-6) starting with in-per-
son instruction and grades seven and up having remote learning
from home. Alternate day scheduling may be implemented
where one group of students come to school the first week and
the next group comes the second week and another group the
third week.  The alternate day scheduling would allow for stu-
dents to be quarantines for 14 days before coming back to
school.  During the remote learning the schools would have to
provide both digital and non-digital instruction for those with-
out internet.

"That would add a tremendous work load for teachers who
would have to provide in person learning and then provide re-
mote learning materials for those groups at home,” noted Bald-
win. “Another option would be when there are kids in the
building the kids won't change classrooms; instead the teachers
would go from classroom to classroom rather than move the
kids."

Other considerations include meals for students. During re-
mote learning how do schools provide students with their break-
fast and lunches?  If students are on campus, will they be able
to eat in the cafeteria as they have done in the past?  Many stu-
dents might go hungry if there are rolling closures because a
number of students test positive for COVID 19 and schools are
forced to once again close. What might trigger that decision,
how many kids need to test positive before the county decides
to close schools?  

"I am not ready to make that decision. I have not seen any
guidelines on how to make that decision,” said Baldwin.

School Board Member Fred Goldsmith posed another ques-
tion.

"It might not be the kids, what if we have half a dozen teach-
ers who are out sick with COVID, how do you find substi-
tutes?” he asked.  

Many of the substitutes themselves are over 65 and would be
at risk.

Another issue is the sanitization of buses and facilities. Todd
Gibbs, director of secondary curriculum, is working on obtain-

ing sanitizers that would work on facilities and buses if there is
another outbreak. 

And once school starts back up, how do educators address the
trauma, depression, emotional distress and sometime abuse from
the current and future quarantine that they may be dealing with? 

"We know that kids have fallen behind academically, but we
also know that this has been an extremely stressful event on our
parents on our children and they have been at home together for
over two months and they have another two and a half, three
months to go. How is that going to impact them and how are we
going to deal with those impacts when we start school in Au-
gust?” said Baldwin. 

Dr. Baldwin said he was providing this information so that
the board can make good decisions and put their students in the
best possible scenario on Aug. 17.

"I'm sure that you and your staff,  this board, and our teach-
ers will come through,”Goldsmith added.

Superintendents will be in contact with Department of Edu-
cation and legislators over the summer and Dr. Baldwin wants
kids back in the classroom in August, but he wants it to be safe
for students and staff.  Right now there are a lot of questions
about how to do that and few answers.  He noted that this has
been a tremendous burden on parents, students and teachers and
if they have to do this again in the fall it would have a detri-
mental impact on the academic future of Macon County’s
school children.

Two more cases of COVID-19 in
Macon County bring total to five 

Macon County Public Health has received two positive test re-
sults this week for coronavirus (COVID-19) bringing the total num-
ber of cases in the county to five since the pandemic began. 

On Friday, May 15, a resident between the ages of 25-49 tested
positive, is symptomatic, and will isolate at home for 14 days. On
Sunday, May 17, the fifth positive resident had close contact with
another person who previously tested positive for COVID-19. They
both are following isolation instructions and are under the guid-
ance of MCPH. No further information will be released about these
individuals.

Macon County Public Health is working to identify close con-
tacts of the individual. The CDC defines close contact as being
within approximately 6 feet of a person with COVID-19 for a pro-
longed period of time of 10 minutes or longer. County health offi-
cials will assess risks of exposure, determine which if any
additional measures are needed such as temperature and symp-
tom checks, quarantine and/or testing.

http://www.gillettelawnc.com
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71 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

$9,116 Total
Value

On this Malibu Premier when you
Finance wit GM Financial3

For eligible first responders

$4,780       +       $953

Purchase
Cash

Price Reduction
Below MSRP

$54,330
$6,000 Total Cash Allowance

- $3,116 First Responder Discount1

$45,214 Price After All Offers2

2020 Silverado Crew Cab LT  Stock# T01085

$4,513 Below
MSRP

For eligible first responders

$46,985 MSRP
$2,500 Cash Allowance

- $2,013 First Responder Discount1

$42,472 Price After All Offers2

2020 traverse AWD 3LT

$5,380 Below
MSRP

For eligible first responders

$49,465 MSRP
$3,250 Cash Allowance

- $2,130 First Responder Discount1

$44,085 Price After All Offers2

2020 Blazer RS AWD

$5,799 Below
MSRP

For eligible first responders

$29,820 MSRP
$4,750 Cash Allowance

- $1,049 First Responder Discount1

$24,021 Price After All Offers2

2020 Equinox AWD LT

$4,015 Below
MSRP

For eligible first responders

$22,830 MSRP
$3,500 Cash Allowance

- $515 First Responder Discount1

$18,815 Price After All Offers2

2020 Trax FWD LS

https://WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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75 W. Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
(828) 524-0502

•  We are limiting the amount of people inside the store

• Curbside Service Available

• Call ahead to place order & we will bring 
  it to your car

• Customers can download ACE App to your phone

• Garden Center Open – Seeds for your Garden, 
  Flowers and all your other Garden needs

YES, WE ARE OPEN!

Crabtree observes firsthand impact of COVID-19 in New York 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

After spending the last few weeks in New York City,
Stephanie Crabtree returned home to Franklin over the week-
end. Crabtree, who works in the trauma center at the Northeast
Georgia Medical Center on her way to becoming a flight nurse,
travelled to New York City to help fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic at the beginning of May. 

After spending her wedding anniversary, Mother’s Day, and
three weeks away from her family and friends – Crabtree said
the hardest part of her experience wasn’t the long 12-hour
shifts, but rather missing her family. 

“Leaving my family and being away from my kids and hus-
band was definitely the hardest part of the entire experience,”
said Crabtree. 

Crabtree arrived in New York City during a time experts
considered conditions around COVID-19 to be improving –
something Crabtree was able to experience firsthand. 

“When I first arrived up there I was taking care of pretty easy
patients,” said Crabtree. “But by the end we were orienting in
ICU and ready to take full ICU patients. So it was interesting
to see the full spectrum of patients that were there. Also, it was
starting to loosen up as far as restrictions go and more people
were beginning to get out towards the end of the four weeks.
They are close to being able to open back up.”

As the epicenter of the pandemic outbreak for the United
States, much of what New York is experiencing is portrayed
on the news and in the headlines. When asked what  the biggest
difference was in what she has seen on the news versus what
she has experienced first-hand – Crabtree said it was the over-
all impact the virus has. 

“I think the biggest thing is just see-
ing how this virus affects everyone dif-
ferently,”  said Crabtree. “We had at
least three people in their 30s in the ICU
that were intubated on ECMO [Extra-
corporeal Membrane Oxygenation] on
dialysis and very critical. And then we
also had one of our guys who tested
positive before he left and he spent two
weeks on quarantine and did not have a
single symptom. No fever, no cough,
nothing. But we see that with other
viruses too. It just depends on how your
body responds to the virus. Some peo-
ple respond in a good way and are able
to fight it and some people's immune
systems overreact and cause the dam-
age to organs. But it's definitely not a
death sentence if you get it and that
seems to be something a lot of people
think.”

When Crabtree first headed to New
York City, the hospital she works at in
Georgia had yet to experience any sig-
nificant number of COVID-19 cases.
While in New York, Gainesville was
identified as a “hot spot” and identified
as a potential for an outbreak due to a
rapid increase in case numbers. The
number of new cases in the Gainesville
area increased exponentially each week
during April, according to state data. By
the beginning of May, nearly four dozen
patients had died in the area’s dominant
hospital system.

Hall County, which includes Gainesville, experienced a dra-
matic increase in confirmed cases in the past five weeks. Dur-

ing the week of March 29, the county
recorded 86 new cases, or 12 a day. The
daily average increased to 22 the fol-
lowing week, then 47 and then 61. At
the beginning of May, Hall County con-
firmed 662 new cases, or 95 a day —
more than a seven-fold increase in five
weeks.

Georgia officials set up a mobile hos-
pital and sending in reinforcements: as
many as 100 physicians, nurses and
other health care professionals.

Crabtree said despite the news sur-
rounding Hall County,  nurses are still
being sent home from shifts, a sign of
improvement. 

“I actually have a week and a half off
before I have to go back to
Gainesville,” she said. “But I have
heard that it is picking up a little down
there. But I still see on my schedule
where they are canceling people's
shifts. So it's definitely not crazy or
overwhelming from what I hear.”

Crabtree said the biggest question
she gets asked is if going to New York
changed her perspective on the virus, to
which she answers, “no.”

“I think the best thing we can do now
is to focus on our immune health, eating
healthy, exercising, doing things that
boost our immune system and help us
fight viruses,” said Crabtree. “The
healthier you are when you get this the
more likely you are to beat it. And the

more healthy we all are the less of an impact this will have on
our healthcare system.”

Nurse Stephanie Crabtree all decked out in
her PPEs (personal protective equipment).
Crabtree returned home last weekend from a
stint in New York treating COVID-19 patients.

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.,Tue.,Thu., Fri. 8-5  •  Wed. & Sat. 8- 12

S A L E S  •  S E R V I C E  •  R E N TA L S  •  PA R T S
MACON RENTAL CO.
Pickup & Delivery Available

Equipment Sales, Repair,
and Rental Available

Curbside Service
Available

https://www.facebook.com/appalachianace/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tellico-Trout-Farm/168912376452245
http://www.maconrentalco.com
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Donnie Clay, coordinator for the Town of Franklin’s Pickin’ on the
Square, has posted a potential schedule. When the Town gets the
go-ahead, notices will be posted in the media and on the town’s
website. The following is what is scheduled through August.
May 30 Frog Town (bluegrass)
June 6 Michael Reno Harrel (Singer, songwriter, storyteller)
June 13 Elderly Brothers (Beach, Oldies)
June 20 Open
June 27 Lisa & the Boys (Blues, Country, Variety
July 4 The Remnants (Motown, Oldies) Held at the Park
July 11 Tugalo Holler (bluegrass)
July 18 Friends (Conrad, Donnie, Mike & Sara)
July 25 Darren Nicholson (Country/Bluegrass
August 1 The Upbeats (R&R and Oldies)
August 8 The Moonpie (Variety)
August 15 Hurricane Creek Band (Oldies)
August 22 Aubrey Eysenman (Americana)
August 29 Blue Eyed Soul (Oldis)

Free Entertainment Every Saturday!
Pickin' on the Square is fun, free, weekly entertainment most Saturday nights throughout the summer.

Main entertainment starts at approximately 7:00 p.m.

sacrificed their lives while treating others on the battlefield.
One such hero was Pharmacist Mate Third Class Jack

Williams. The Navy Reserve corpsman was only 20 years
old when he landed on Iwo Jima 75 years ago.

On March 3, 1945, James Naughton, a Marine in Williams’
unit, was wounded by a grenade.  While under intense enemy
fire, Williams dragged Naughton to a shallow depression and
treated his wounds. Williams used his own body as a screen
and was shot four times. Yet he continued.

After he treated Naughton, Williams dressed his own
wounds.  He then proceeded to treat another Marine, despite
his own immense pain. While heading to the rear, he was hit
by a sniper’s bullet and killed.  For his actions, Petty Officer
Williams was awarded the Medal of Honor.

We also remember Army veterans like Lieutenant Sharon
Lane.

According to her biographer, Philip Bigler, Lt. Lane threw
herself into her work as a nurse. While serving in Colorado,
she requested a transfer to Vietnam.

“There, at least, you are busy 12 hours a day, six or seven
days a week,” she said in a 1968 letter to her parents.

Her dedication was obvious, even as she treated enemy
Viet Cong soldiers who would return the favor by kicking,
cursing and spitting at their American captors.

In the early morning of June 8, 1969, Sharon’s tour of duty
ended. A Soviet-built rocket struck the hospital. Lieutenant
Sharon A. Lane was killed in action at age 25.

If she were still here, her skills as a nurse might still be
benefiting us during the current crisis. But not all of the he-
roes working during the COVID-19 pandemic are in the

Continued from page 1HEROES healthcare industry. Grocers, first responders, delivery work-
ers and drive-through restaurant employees are just a few of
the many people that we rely on to provide vital services for
society while risking their own safety.

The military also has heroes in every occupational field.
Truck drivers, cooks and administrative clerks have all paid
the ultimate price. At sea, on land or in the air – military serv-
ice requires great risk.

Roy Knight, Jr. was a pilot in the U.S. Air Force. On May
19, 1967, he was shot down while attacking a target on the
Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos. He was posthumously promoted
to colonel.  Last year, a joint team from the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency discovered and later identi-
fied Col. Knight’s remains.

When his remains arrived at Dallas’s Love Field, a crowd
had gathered to witness the dignified transfer of the flag-
draped casket from the Southwest Airlines jet into the re-
ceptive arms of the military honor guard. One observer
reported that the entire crowd fell silent.

The Southwest flight was piloted by another Air Force vet-
eran, Col. Knight’s son, Bryan. Bryan Knight was only five-
years-old when he said goodbye to his father as the elder
Knight left for Vietnam.

This is yet another legacy that these heroes leave behind.
A legacy that includes their sons, daughters, grieving par-
ents, grandparents and friends.

Their heroic acts are sometimes performed to protect those
with whom they serve. Corporal Jason Dunham was a
squad leader with the Third Battalion, 7th Marines in Iraq.

On April 14, 2004, his squad approached a Toyota Land
Cruiser. After his squad discovered AK-47s in the vehicle,
the enemy insurgent exited and engaged in hand-to-hand
fighting with the unit.  The driver dropped a grenade.

To save his fellow Marines, Corporal Dunham made the
ultimate sacrifice. He threw himself on the grenade and tried
to use his helmet to shield the blast. Severely wounded by the
grenade’s fragments, Cpl. Dunham was taken off life-sup-
port eight days later.

Corporal Dunham died so other Marines could live. He,
too, was awarded the Medal of Honor for his gallantry.

Approximately one million men and women of the U.S.
military have lost their lives in defense of our nation since the
founding of this great Republic. 

Not all have died from enemy fire. Some have died from
diseases that have too often festered around war zones.
Often times, deaths from disease and accidents outnumbered
casualties caused by enemy weapons. 

During the Spanish American War, 60 soldiers of the all-
black 24th Infantry Regiment volunteered to serve as nurses.
Thirty-six of them would later die of yellow fever or malaria.

A generation later, the flu would kill nearly 16,000 U.S.
soldiers in France during World War I. Another 30,000
American servicemembers died in stateside camps.  These
men and women could have isolated safely in their homes.
But they knew they had an important job to do. A mission to
accomplish. They were all on a mission to serve.

Even when the enemy is an invisible virus or a micro-
scopic germ, the sacrifices made are just as meaningful. The
U.S. military has already lost servicemembers to COVID-
19.

This Memorial Day as we continue to honor those who fell
for us in battle, let’s also pause to remember those who have
also sacrificed their lives while serving others.

May God bless them and may God bless you for remem-
bering them.

Used by permission.

https://www.facebook.com/booksunlimitednc/
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Complete Auto Repair Shop

Franklin High School stadium
sound equipment stolen; no leads 

Diane Peltz
Contributing Writer

On Thursday, May 14, Franklin
High School Coach Josh Brooks,
was preparing for one of the up-
coming Thursday Nights Under
the Lights at the football field
press box, when he discovered
empty shelves which normally
hold the loud speaker equip-
ment.The shelves had previously
held two amplifiers, a wattbox,
and a processor, which were all
missing.

“Without  this stuff, there is no
sound in our stadium – to host
graduation or any other event.
Right now there would have to be
an external system set up outside
the pressbox,” said Brooks.

The cost to replace the equip-
ment will be between $5,000-
$7,000.  Insurance could cover
the theft  but the deductible is
about as high as the cost to re-
place. A police report was filed
with the Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, but officials are not
able to determine when the rob-
bery took place. The last time
Coach Brooks used the equip-
ment was back in November at a football
game. The equipment could have been taken
anytime since November. It had not been
used for the Thursday Nights Under the
Lights, but there were plans to use it at the
next Thursday event. 

With athletics on hold during the COVID
19 restrictions, the replacement equipment
is not as urgent an issue as it would have

been during a normal school year. 
The one pressing issue might be that if

graduation ceremonies are going to be held
soon, the speaker system would be needed
for the ceremony.

FHS Athletic Director Blair King also said
he would like for whoever stole the equip-
ment to please just return it, drop it off at the
football field and no questions will be asked.

Coach Josh Brooks discovered empty shelves when he en-
tered the press box last Thursday at the Panther Pit. The
missing sound equipment is valued at around $7,000.

Macon County Schools look 
to be in good financial shape 

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

With more than $1 million in funding
coming from the CARES Act, Macon
County Schools said that not only is the
school system in a good financial position
in the coming year – but they should be in
a good position for the next two years. 

The Macon County Board of Education
discussed budget challenges during Mon-
day night’s school board meeting at which
point Macon County Schools Superintend-
ent Dr. Chris Baldwin informed board
members that CARES Act funding – federal
funding budgeted
for relief efforts
during the COVID-
19 pandemic –
would help the
school system con-
tinue operating
soundly over the
next two years. Dr.
Baldwin noted that
the planning allotment for the federal funds
– which are being distributed by the state –
is more than $1 million and will be used
over the next two years. 

Statewide, $75 million was allocated for
school nutrition programs, $70 million for
summer learning programs and $30 million
for local schools to purchase computers and
other devices for students. Dr. Baldwin said
the funds for computers and other devices
from the CARES Act will take the place of
the $275,000 in cuts to capital outlay on the
county level with additional funding also
budgeted for mental health services, which
Dr. Baldwin said will likely cover the cost
for employees to address mental health

needs of students for at least the next two
years. 

While $275,000 was cut from the
county’s capital outlay budget for the
school system, the county intends to leave
flat their allocation for the school board’s
operating budget, which sits at $8.2 million. 

Macon County Schools finance director
Angie Cook said that the additional CARES
Act funding will help offset revenue losses
at around $20,000 that is generally allocated
through federal timber fund sales as well as
forfeitures and fines from the county. 

One uncertainty in the school system’s
budget surrounds
pending legisla-
tion regarding K-
3 classroom sizes.
Over the last few
years, the state
has passed regu-
lations regarding
smaller classroom
sizes, which has

left districts across the state hard-pressed to
fund the mandates.  Dr. Baldwin said that
while hopeful the state will once again
delay the requirements, which would re-
quire Macon County to hire additional per-
sonnel, in the event they do not delay
implementation, Macon County will likely
be able to fund the positions out of existing
funds. 

North Carolina House Representative
Kevin Corbin noted that the House pro-
posed legislation to delay the K-3 class-
room requirement, however, the measure
did not get approval in the Senate, leaving
the mandate on track for implementation
this fall. 

CARES Act funding will
help the school system 

continue operating soundly
over the next two years

24 E. MAIN ST. • FRANKLIN, NC    828.369.7300
BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

HAVE ARRIVED!
Grandco® SandalsGrandco® Sandals

https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
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MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT ST. • FRANKLIN, NC          (828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

http://www.MaconFurnitureMart.com
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Franklin churches consider reopening in light of judge’s ruling
Deena C. Bouknight, Contributing Writer

Under N.C. Governor Roy Cooper’s May 5
order, retail businesses previously considered
nonessential were allowed to open, but are re-
quired to be capped at 50% capacity. However,
gatherings of more than 10 people are still prohib-
ited, meaning church services are allowed only if
they are outside and congregants remain at least
six feet apart. Therein lies the rub for church lead-
ership and the many people who attend churches in
Macon County. In fact, several churches and pas-
tors in other parts of the state filed a federal lawsuit
last Thursday, May 14, challenging those restric-
tions and arguing that the limits violated their con-
gregants’ rights to worship freely.

Then, on Saturday, May 16, U.S. District Judge
James Dever III granted a temporary restraining
order for Gov. Cooper’s restrictions. According to
a local news report: “In the court order, Judge
Dever said "plaintiffs have established that (1) they
are likely to succeed on the merits of their claim
that the assembly for religious worship provisions
in EO 138 violates their rights under the Free Ex-
ercise Clause of the First Amendment; (2) they are
likely to suffer irreparable harm absent a temporary restrain-
ing order; (3) the balance of the equities tips in their favor;
and (4) a temporary restraining order is in the public interest."

Judge Dever commented after the ruling, "This court does
not doubt that the governor is acting in good faith to lessen
the spread of COVID-19 and to protect North Carolinians,

but restrictions inexplicably applied to one group and ex-
empted from another do little to further these goals and do
much to burden religious freedom."

Gov. Cooper’s press office responded with, “While our of-
fice disagrees with the decision, we will not appeal, but in-
stead urge houses of worship and their leaders to voluntarily

follow public health guidance to keep their members
safe."

According to the judge's ruling, the order shall re-
main in place for no longer than 14 days. Another hear-
ing is set for the case on May 29 at 11 a.m.

“I’m happy about the judge’s ruling,” said Fred
Balke, pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran. He plans to
listen to Gov. Cooper’s press conference regarding the
end of Phase 1 of the Stay at Home Order, which offi-
cially ends at 5 p.m. Friday, May 22; but Balke is hope-
ful Good Shepherd will be open for a service this
Sunday. 

He explained that since the church building is large
and the congregation is small, hosting a safe service is
doable. “We will be able to spread out, and we will
have plenty of hand sanitizer.” 

Balke said he expects his elderly attendees to “trickle
in” over the next several weeks as they become more
comfortable with venturing out. 

Discover Church pastor Ben Windle announced Sun-
day that after meeting extensively with staff members
a questionnaire would be mailed out to attendees to
learn what scenarios might be readily acceptable when
the church building reopens. For example, he stated
that the lobby coffee station may not be, at least tem-

porarily, self-serve, and that there could be hand sanitizer sta-
tions and seats spaced apart. 

Windle said the most asked question is “When will school
start back?” indicating people are anxious to begin fellow-
shipping  in person again. He said in his Monday May 18 e-
mail communication with attendees: “I know that most of us

First United Methodist pastor David Beam said that most churches in Macon County
have not “closed” per se. Services and Sunday school are available online. Plus,
First Methodist is still involved in ministry and missions.    Photo by Vickie Carpenter

https://www.facebook.com/harrisregionalhospital/
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A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.
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Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral
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36 WESTGATE PLAZA
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828.369.4236
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WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

want a rock solid date. But as you know, things are chang-
ing every day. While it’s within our rights to gather for
services, it’s also completely legal to have a brown bear as
a pet. We just want to make sure we do so in a way that’s
safe and a win for everyone. Not the bear thing, the church
thing. We’ve ordered extra hand sanitizer stations, more
and specialized cleaning supplies to completely sanitize
the entire building between services, forehead thermome-
ters to quickly know if volunteers or kids have a fever,
masks for volunteers, prepared to have a different no-con-
tact greeting at the door, serve coffee to you instead of self-
serve …”

David Beam, pastor of First Methodist, pointed out that
even though Judge Dever granted a temporary restraining
order for Gov. Cooper’s restrictions on church gatherings,
he and other church leaders have no immediate plans to
offer in-person services. 

“Just because you can doesn’t mean you should,” said
Beam. “We have many at-risk who attend church here,
both older and younger, so we have been talking to three
medical professionals in our church and right now do not
have plans worked out regarding dates. It may be July be-
fore we meet again. The great leadership here is keeping in
mind practical, commonsense, pragmatic, and sensible
considerations.”

Beam stressed that First Methodist, like most churches
in Macon County, have not “closed” per se. Two services
and Sunday school are available online on Sundays; plus,
First Methodist is still involved in ministry and missions.
“There is no doubt we are all looking forward to being
back together, but we’re just going to be cautious and cal-
culated in how we do that.” 

First Presbyterian Church is following the advice of its
denomination, health experts, and governmental phasing
plans, according to Pastor  Tempe' Fussell. “This is consis-
tent with the gospel imperative to reach out to and support
the vulnerable and suffering, and to protect as many as pos-
sible from the same suffering. To this end we are not wor-
shipping outside as there are impediments to safe
distancing. When the state guidelines permit up to 50 to
gather, we will have two services in our facilities (in two
different worship spaces). Worshippers will be coached to
arrive in staggered ways and to practice safe measures.
There will be music, but no singing of hymns. In the future
we will continue online services that will be aired on our
website and our Facebook page. As long as we are unable
to come together as a full congregation, we will also con-
tinue, Monday mailings, Tuesday and Thursday emails,
and Friday Bible study.”

“This time, although tragic for many, has refocused us
on our mission to share the love of Jesus and serve our
community,” said  John Gibson, pastor at  Franklin
Covenant Church. “As for what fellowship looks like
going forward, we will continue to use and expand our on-
line presence. Facebook and YouTube have been tremen-
dous tools for us to both stay in contact with each other
and let the community know what we are doing to help.
We are also in the planning stages to reopen our fellow-
ship building, with the expected safety measures in place.
We do not have a date yet, but should announce soon. We
will not do so until we believe it is safe.”

St. Francis of Assisi offered that they have no planned
time frame when services will begin again. Many churches
in the area are taking a wait-and-see approach. 

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
https://missionhealth.org/member-hospitals/angel/
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What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

The May meeting of the High-
lands Town Board will be held
tonight [Thursday] at 7 p.m. by way
of ZOOM.

The information for accessing the
meeting is on the town website.

As always, the meeting will begin
with public comment.  Also, we will
hold a long delayed public hearing
concerning three changes to the
UDO [Unified Developoment Ordi-
nace].  Anyone wishing to make
comments concerning these items can raise their hand, and the ses-
sion moderator will recognize that person and open their micro-
phone.  To make sure all comments are made, please feel free to
email me and indicate you want to make a public comment.  My
email is: mayor@highlandsnc.org.  Written comments can also be
sent, and I will read them to the other commissioners. The only re-
quirements for written comments is that the writer has to be iden-
tified. The ZOOM meeting will also have a chat option where an
attendee can make comments that commissioners can see during
the meeting.  

As I have stated several times now, the best way to get all the in-
formation about the meeting is to request to be placed on the town’s
Sunshine list.  Simply call town hall at 526-2118 and ask to be
added to the list. Name and email address are required.

Small businesses across the state are struggling during this state
of emergency.  The state legislature recently approved COVID 19
Rapid Recovery Loan Program for small businesses and munici-
palities. The governor signed the bill, and now the distribution of
these funds are underway.  The funds will be prorated and sent to
the counties. County boards have the task of distributing the money
to businesses and municipalities.

Jackson and several surrounding counties have partnered with
the regional nonprofit, Mountain BizWorks, to administer and dis-
tribute the loans to qualified businesses. I hope Macon County will
follow suit and establish a similar plan through the Macon County
Economic Development Commission or Mountain BizWorks.

As for the Town of Highlands receiving support, I believe the
funds should be directed to our business community.  The town has
the ability to adjust our budget to get through this difficult eco-
nomic situation.  Many small businesses need support immediately.

On a sad note, Dr. Don Mullen, a former Highlands mayor,
passed away this week.  On behalf of the Town of Highlands let me
express our condolences to his wife Patsy and his family.  On a
personal note, Don was a great mentor to me.  On numerous occa-
sions, including last month, I would have discussions with Mayor
Mullen about the issues and situation in Highlands.  Under his lead-
ership the process for reorganizing the structure of town govern-
ment to the current town manager and board system was begun.
Dr. Mullen loved and served this community as an elected official,
physician and as a minister.

As a minister and physician Don helped many people through-
out the world on his numerous mission trips.  He embodied the
great Christian ideal of love and service to his fellow human be-
ings. He was a great Highlander.

Patrick Taylor

Wonderment and awe are reasons for believing
Trying to understand our earth and visualize just what lays

beneath our feet is a daunting task. It's something like the
working of our human bodies. The great deposits of coal, oil,
salt and iron, are like organs in our bodies, each has their place
in a helping effort to sustain our lives. Deep veins and arteries
flow with water from unknown places and can be as small as
a bubbling spring to a great cascade of life giving water.  All
brings to the surface of our hearts and minds the beauty, en-
joyment and awesome wonderment of all we are part of. Hon-
estly, at least for me, it shows that something or someone exists
behind all that there is. It's beyond all my capability to give
reason that all this started in some type of preexisting soup
which gives us all we see, touch, taste, hear, and mostly what
we feel or sense from within. The beauty in the simplicity of
nature, yet behind this simplicity is the complexity of govern-
ing laws and such intricate workings, we've yet scratched the
surface of how all this works together and for what all this
means. It overloads the mind in this small endeavor and then
more so when we think of the universe and what lies beyond. 

Believing can be anything the mind wants to make up. There
are some pretty strange theories that come from some highly
regarded people, which reminds me of my wishful thinking
back as a child, but we all believe what we wish. Believing
gives a reason to carry a trusted truth to a final destiny or con-
clusion. This is where my faith is built upon, although some
will disagree, and that's the free will for each to find and de-
cide. 

The questions can go deep and long, and discussions are all
welcomed, but reasoning gives direction to a fuller under-
standing. As the questions of:  In the beginning God created,
and all he created was good, but within this, humanity is
plagued with the struggle of good and evil, in the absence of
God how do we define what is good ?   To end the never end-
ing cycle of this evil we are part of, just how do we do this?
Christ came to place all the evil upon himself so justice could
be served, why would he do so, and why is it we look for jus-
tice when we know none of us are perfect, where does this jus-
tice come from? History reveals the Jewish people both past
and present who have been minimized and persecuted as no
other,  they've been scattered throughout the world, and then
gathered back as a nation to themselves (Israel) starting on
May 14, 1948 ... why such hatred? I could include so much
more but I'm not afforded the space to do so. All this gives
credit for a reason to believe God is here, something I can fol-
low and trust. Some of the above is fact and undeniable, some
builds on a reason of thought that makes a connection of un-
derstanding, but all is under the same story of  history and
speaks directly into us as individuals and all is told within
scripture. As in the wonderment and awe of life, nature, cre-
ation and all history and us being in the midst of it. This all
makes believing in God, a simpler thing to grasp and a reason
to believe. He's the artist and author of everything and deserves
credit where credit is due. Re-thinking Life, 

Deni Shepard – nds13@frontier.com

Trump spreading virus around the world
Reading one of the letters in April 30th – Must be the

writer hasn’t read about the people Trump has realeased
from prision, His friends he didn’t want to get the virus.
Saying stupid is as stupid does. And there is no cure for that,
must be why when Trump tells people that ingesting toxic
disinfectants as a treat ment for the virus. There were peo-
ple who took his advice, drinking bleach or Lysol. Poisen
Control saw a 40 percent increase in cleaning chemical ex-
posure. He says the virus will go away, like a miracle, which
illustrates his stupidity, which theres no cure for. Not to
mention the damage he is doing to the people of this coun-
try. He said himself he should have been a scientist instead
of president. He really thinks he’s a genius. He ask German
scientest working on a cure if found, to give it to the U.S.
only. How can you deny the rest of the world that is suffer-
ing also. Meanwhile a Mexican citizen with Covid 19, who
was deported from the U.S. is believed to be the source of
the outbreak in the border city of Larado, Mexico, at least 14
cases at the shelter have been traced to this person. 50 mi-
grants deported from U.S. to Guatamala and 3 people to
Haiti. Trump is essentially spreading it around. A global
pandemic to poor countries, as the U.S. had the worlds
largest outbreak.

No. 2. Trump has spent 13 hrs in 3 weeks on daily brief-
ing on Covid 19, he devoted 2 hrs. to attacks. 45 min to
praising him self and his administration, and only 4.5 min to
57,000 Americans who died. Only 4.5 min of offering his
condolances to these familys.

In one third of his questions Trump answers attacked
some one, including his goveners and yes, he can’t forget
President Obama and the press. Its a shame Trump can’t be
at least just one third the man Obama is. At least Obama was
and is a careing and decent man. He didn’t just look after the
wealthy, he looked after the poor. He didn’t grab women by
the crotch and degrade women. Theres no comparison to the
sickie we have in our beautifull white house now.

Kathy Whitley – Franklin, N.C.

Fresh voices and opinions encouraged
Do you have a cap on the number of letters an individual

can write to your newspaper?  It seems one very frequent
writer is in about every other edition and it's really getting
stale to read blatant lies, misinformation and downright ig-
norance.   Some publications limit their readers to a set
amount of feedback to encourage fresh voices and opinions.
Without it opinions and misinformation come to the fore
and will have me ignoring your publication for good.

Robert Wilson – Franklin, N.C.
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The difference between quarantine and tyranny
A quarantine is when you restrict the movements of sick

people. Tyranny involves restricting the movements of
healthy people. A quarantine is done in the interest of pub-
lic health. Tyranny is only about the benefits to the tyrant(s).

This quote from musician Ted Nugent says it all: “Why do
I have to stay home just because  𝘆𝗼𝘂 are scared? How
about  𝘆𝗼𝘂 stay home....𝘆𝗼𝘂 stay in  𝘆𝗼𝘂𝗿 house indefi-
nitely, 𝘆𝗼𝘂 wear a mask, 𝘆𝗼𝘂 socially distance yourself from
me, 𝘆𝗼𝘂 avoid restaurants,  𝘆𝗼𝘂 avoid baseball
games, 𝘆𝗼𝘂 stay off the roads, 𝘆𝗼𝘂 avoid malls and beaches
and parks…

“I’m done playing 𝘆𝗼𝘂𝗿 dumb game ... I’m no longer
going to be a prisoner of your fear. I’m no longer staying in
my house or catering to 𝘆𝗼𝘂 because 𝘆𝗼𝘂 are scared…

“𝗬𝗢𝗨𝗥 fear is not an excuse to destroy
America. 𝗬𝗢𝗨𝗥 fear is not my fear and your fear does not
have the right to interfere with my life, my job, my income
or my future as a free American citizen.” Amen to that!

America is beginning to wake up. We are watching states
like Georgia, which opened up for business threeweeks ago,
despite grave warnings that they would see a resurgence of
Covid-19 if they did so. They are seeing the opposite.

We are noticing that back in March, at the peak of this
virus, the "experts" Drs. Fauci and Birx, were not wearing
masks. Now that the peak is past, they have donned them.

Some state  governors, like Michigan's Whitmer, New
York's Cuomo,   and California's Newsom, are extending
their draconian lockdowns for as long as three more months.
If President Trump were a tyrant, he would have done this
at a national level. But he wisely turned over the responsi-
bility to the states. We can all see who the real tyrants are.

Someone noticed that back in 2005, Dr. Fauci was touting
the use of anti-malaria drugs like chloroquine for treating
and preventing corona viruses. According to the August 22,
2005 edition of "Virology," chloroquine is a potent inhibitor
of the SARS corona virus. ( https://virologyj.biomedcen-
tral.com/articles/10.1186/1743-422X-2-69 ) So why all the
hostility against doctors like Dr Yvette Losano, the Dallas
physician who says she learned her successful treatment for
COVID-19 not from the AMA, but from the president of the
United States back on March 19, 2020? She says pharmacies
were trying to force her to give them the diagnosis of her
patient when she prescribed hydroxychloroquine for them.
Didn't they want word to get out that this drug, combined
with an antibiotic and zinc, works wonders for COVID-19
patients? You can listen to her powerful message
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SjZAsT43MI&f
eature=emb_title 

Dr Dan Erickson, an epidemiologist from California got
over five million views in his powerful criticism of the lock-
down approach. Youtube didn't like it, so they censored it.
But you can still see the banned video
here: https://banned.video/watch?id=5ea4994ea881fd00808
e95ad  He argues that countries like Sweden, which re-
mained open for business, have not seen significantly more
COVID fatalities, than neighboring countries like Norway,
which opted for a complete lockdown. He says that what we
are seeing is a high number of cases (much higher than re-
ported) and a low number of fatalities. He says this quickly
leads to "herd immunity" which happens when 60-80% of a
population is exposed to a virus, and develops antibodies.
The virus then dies out, because it can't "find" any more
hosts.  

Meanwhile, Dr Birx admits COVID fatality numbers may
be inflated by as much as 25%. And a volunteer nurse from
Elco, Nev., Nicole Sirotek, reports that people are being de-
liberately killed by things like putting a defibrillator on a pa-
tient with a pulse. They are then counted as COVID-19
fatalities, and no one cares. Nobody knows what has hap-
pened, because visitors are not allowed.

We have seen the politicization of everything else. Now

we are seeing this virus and the response to it being politi-
cized. It's time to follow the true science and end the shut-
downs and treat victims of COVID-19 with the now proven
winner: hydroxychloroquine. 

President Trump was right when he ordered a travel ban
from China to the U.S. on January 31, one day after WHO
declared a public health emergency of international concern.
But WHO was wrong to conspire with China's Communist
Party to delay this declaration for an entire month, causing
disaster for the entire world. President Trump was right to
suggest hydroxychloroquine might be useful for treating
and/or preventing COVID-19 as many other countries have
done. But Dr Fauci was wrong for hypocritically disparaging
its use, even though he had 15 years ago touted its effec-
tiveness against corona viruses. Maybe we should give our
President credit for the many times he has been right. Thou-
sands of lives could have been saved if we had all listened
and taken notes, like Dr Lozano did. Millions of jobs could
have been saved, along with untold suffering caused by the
lockdown, and its resultant economic depression. I hope we
can learn from our mistakes.

Ed Hill – Franklin, N.C.

Love the Greenway? Become a member
I know you love the Greenway, because I've never seen so

many people and families using it in this time of the virus
pandemic.  Isn't it a great resource for our community? 

Many people think that the county and city taxes take care
of the Greenway.  That's only partly true.  The county pro-
vides a couple of excellent workers who have all they can do
just keeping up with the mowing and maintaining features
like the bathrooms and benches.  A lot of work is done by
volunteers.   The county provides some funding, but the
Greenway depends on its volunteer  board and interested
citizens to raise funds for things like the children's play-
ground and  many other extras.

Please show your love for the Greenway by becoming a
member.   Dues are very inexpensive. To join, go on our
website "littletennesse.org." You can download our member
application and mail it in, or join and pay online.  A couple
of other things you can do is to pick up after your dog and
even carry a bag with you and pick up any garbage you see.

George Kaye 
Board Member of the Greenway

What does stimulus bill have to do with pandemic?
Once again I find myself compelled to write in order to

share facts that the mainstream media will not tell.  This time
it concerns Nancy Pelosi's stimulus bill. Sean Hannity calls
it the "Three Trillion Dollar Extreme Radical Socialist No
Covid Relief Hardly at All" bill.  He has good reason for it.
Here are the facts as I understand them.

First of all, adding $3 trillion to a frightening $25 trillion
dollar deficit should rattle anyone.  We are in serious hot
water now as it is.

Secondly, a stimulus bill is supposed to alleviate the suf-
ferings of Americans affected by the pandemic, people who
have lost jobs and/or their businesses.  So how do the fol-
lowing provisions address this? According to Bill O'Reilly's
research team:

(1) It provides protection from deportation for nearly
every undocumented worker in the country, as well as pro-
tecting their employers from consequences during the Pan-
demic. It does not define what the end of the Pandemic is.
So if even if one American has the virus the bill could seem-
ingly still be effective.

(2) It allows for other things that would give undocu-
mented people citizenship in a very short period of time.

(3) The word "Cannibis" is mentioned 68 times.  For ex-

ample, it would give pot merchants access to Federal Banks
where they don't have it now.  Why?

(4) It would eliminate the $10,000 limit on local and state
tax deductions opening the way for unlimited tax exemp-
tions for billionaires who would no longer pay any taxes on
multiple properties they owned anywhere in the country.
How would this help those suffering financial hardship from
the virus?  Could it be to help billionaires like George Soros,
who is funding the Biden campaign?  A fair question in light
of other considerations.  

(5) It would allow tens of thousands of criminals to be re-
leased from prisons, having nothing to do with the virus.

There is and should be a big question: WHY?  What does
any of this have to do with the Pandemic?

My point is, consider the intentions of the bill as a whole:
Is Nancy Pelosi really interested in helping struggling Amer-
icans or is the Democratic Party only interested in winning
the next election?

I used to wonder why liberals were so adamant about un-
limited immigration into our country. Well, now I know
why.  The answer is simply that many foreigners coming
into our country need help and the Democratic party is the
party of entitlements, so by an overwhelming margin, for-
eign nationals are gong to vote Democratic. It follows, then,
the more that come in, the more votes they have.  It does
seem to be a matter of power rather than to help Americans.

Consider California and New York.  Both states are one
party states. If you are Republican you have no say in either
state.  Both populations are 45% foreign born.  And they
control all that happens in these states.  So if the Party can
switch both Texas and Florida to Democratic states in No-
vember, we will have four huge populations controlling the
country.  According to Bill O'Reilly, if that happens, our
country will never be able to have a Republican President
again, and we will be changed forever.  A sobering thought
for sure!

Go to states like California or [Illinois] for a look at what
America will become under Democratic rule.  Would you
like to see our cities overrun with homeless people, many of
whom are drug addicts and who are subject to spreading dis-
ease?  Do you want criminals roaming the streets, threaten-
ing your family, indeed your very life? Do you want your
property overrun or damaged because the government will
do nothing to protect you?  Do you want to live under so-
cialism and have our economy destroyed all together? Gone
forever would be the incentive to work, to enrich the cul-
ture with new, innovative ideas. We would be subject to
Washington for everything and private property could be a
thing of the past. Doesn't this frighten you?

These are realistic questions to ask ourselves. People
come to America from all over the world seeking a better
life because Socialism does not work! Why would we give
up Democracy and freedom for entitlements that run out and
a system which has failed over and over again?  Biden has
aligned himself with Bernie Sanders and Alexandria O'Ca-
sio Cortez, both extreme socialists.  And it's obvious that he
will be accountable to the likes of Nancy Pelosi and her
friends.

These are serious times.  Even if you do not like Donald
Trump, the Democratic party does not give us any good al-
ternatives. At least, before this Pandemic, he helped bring
economic prosperity, record low unemployment, fairer trade
agreements, lower taxes so businesses could return home,
fewer threats of terrorism and a hope for a saner and safer
immigration policy.

Keep looking for the facts and the truth.  I don't want to
lose the America I love...she may not be perfect but she is
still a beacon for freedom.  We are losing the ideals of our
founding more and more each day. We have to be alert to
the threats around us or we will lose everything we cherish
as Americans. 

Loretta Hastings – Franklin, N.C.
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Macon County Schools hold farewell parades for students
Macon County Schools conducted farewell parades this
week to hand out awards, goodie bags and good wishes
until students are able to go back to school. Teachers
dressed up as story book characters, wrote special notes,
returned belongings and distributed yearbooks. Parents
were able to drive through the car line at their student’s
school to say goodbye to their teachers. The school board
is working on a plan to return students to school on Aug.
17, but the reopening of schools depends on many factors
including the status of the COVID-19 outbreak and the pro-
tocols necessary to allow students to go back to school.

Photos by 
Vickie Carpenter
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SALE in SELECT BOOTHS

BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL

Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5:30pmOpen:
10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

WWEELLCCOOMMEE BBAACCKK SSAALLEESS EEVVEENNTT
GOING ON NOW!

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department made the
following arrests May 9 - 17. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

May 11
Amanda Wheller Crowe,  was charged with possession of stolen

Goods/property. James E. Crawford III made the arrest. 
Phillip Eugene Nix,  was charged with breaking and or entering,

felony larceny, larceny after break/enter, possession of stolen
goods/property. James E. Crawford made the arrest. 

May 12
Casey Ray Murphy, was charged with domestic Violence pro-

tective order violation. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 
Heather Marie Buchanan,  was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Kristian Alexander Dreml, was charged with drug equipment

violation, no operators license. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 

May 13
Dean Allen Kreis, was charged with assault on a female.

Stephanie Robbins made the arrest. 
Sally Louise English-Scheffelin, was charged with probation

violation. James E. Crawford III made the arrest.

May 14
Joseph Daniel Toneges, was charged with domestic violence

protective order violation. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 
Shawn Christopher Casey, was charged with possession of

heroin, possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug para-
phernalia. William D. Stamey made the arrest.

Holly Michelle Breedlove, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine. Joseph A. Raby made the arrest. 

May 15
Stephen Ashley Mathis, was charged with felony possession of

marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia, domestic violence
protective order violation. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 

Michael Edward Littlejohn, was charged with probation viola-
tion. Jonathan Phillips made the arrest. 

May 17
Austen Jeffery Caiata, was charged with possession with intent

to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule I controlled substance, pos-
session of heroin, possession of drug paraphernalia. Clay A. Saun-
ders made the arrest. 

Pascual Cuatlayol-Tochihuitl, was charged with possession with
intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule I controlled sub-
stance, possession of heroin, possession of drug paraphernalia. Ty
Ashley Ellett, was charged with possession with intent to manu-
facture/sell/deliver a schedule II controlled substance. 

Camelita May Pike, was charged with simple assault. Timothy
B. Carter made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

May 9
Damian Quin Dulton, 24, of Mountain Side Rd., was charged with

possession of methamphetamine. A secured bond of $2,000 was set.
Officer Dula made the arrest. 

May 10
James Daniel Pressley, 50, of Hensley Dr., was charged with re-

sist/delay/obstruct. An unsecured bond of $2,000 was set. Officer Dula
made the arrest. 

May 12
Kristeena Byrd Gray, 49, of Maple St., was issued a warrant for

embezzlement. A secured bond of $50,000 was set. Officer Bingham
made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

May 11
Charles Robert Bumgarner, 31, of Too How Rd., Whittier, was

charged with violation of court order. 
Andrew Lawrence Smathers, 41, of Asheville, was issued an order

for arrest for assault with a deadly weapon. A secured bond of $10,000
was set. 

May 12
Jeffery Allen Best, 31, of Rufus Robinson Rd., was charged with as-

sault on a female. No bond was set.
Lisa Renee Toineeta, 54, of John Sriver Rd., Cherokee, was charged

with failure to appear for misdemeanor larceny, possession of stolen
goods. A secured bond of $3,000 was set. 

Phillip Jordan Andrews, 22, of Independence Blvd., Asheville, was
charged with assault with a deadly weapon causing serious injury, first
degree burglary, possession with intent to sell/deliver a schedule IV
controlled substance. A secured bond of $50,000 was set. 

May 13
Charles Randolph Nash, 61, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier, was

charged with second degree trespass. A secured bond of $500 was set. 
Heath Nichols Morgan, 25, of Quin Holcombe Rd., Whittier, was

charged with possession of methamphetamine. An unsecured bond of
$1,500 was set. 

May 14
Timothy David Kibel, 35, of Dumpling Flats, was charged with do-

mestic violence protective order violation. No bond was set. 
Anthony Scott Moffitt, 51, of Cashiers, was charged with failure to

appear for assault on a female, simple assault. A secured bond of
$1,000 was set. 

May 15
Baron Houston Sutton, 34, of Levi Mathis Rd., Whittier, was

charged with possession of burglary tool, larceny after breaking or
entering, breaking or entering. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 

Anthony Luke Graham, 31, of Dublin Ridge Rd., Canton, was
charged with possession of burglary tool, larceny after breaking and
entering, breaking and entering forcible. A secured bond of $10,000
was set. 

Kevin David Ritchie, 31, of Hayfireld Dr., was charged with fail-
ure to appear for no vehicle registration, no liability insurance, ficti-
tious registration. A secured bond of $3,500 was set. 

Wilburn Harrison Caldwell, 47, of Beckas Branch Rd., Whittier,
was charged with assault on a female, simple assault. A secured bond
of $1000 was set. 

Vladimir Vivanco, 49, of Harp Dr., Cashiers, was charged with
school attendance law violation. A secured bond of $500 was set. 

May 16
Ashley Nicole Davis, 32, of Sylva, was charged with failure to ap-

pear for reckless driving to endanger, drive left of center. A secured
bond of $500 was set.  

Elizabeth Ann Watty, 37, of 129 Street Fork, Cherokee, was
charged with obtaining property by false pretense. An unsecured bond
of $2,500 was set. 

May 17
Brandon Michael Ray, Hill, 20, of Webster Rd., was charged with

assault on a female. A secured bond of $500 was set. 
Katrina Lynn Cook, 32, of Sylva, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. A secured bond of $2,500 was set. 

https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
http://www.whistlestopantiquesnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR CHURCH 
HAPPENINGS

All A.A. meetings in the greater Franklin area including Otto have
been suspended until further notice. To speak with a member of A.A.
call 828 349-4357 or 828 837-4440 or visit www.aawnc80.com.

American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on Saturday, May
30, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Discover Church, 47 Macon Center Drive.
Healthy individuals who are feeling well are asked to make an ap-
pointment to donate by downloading the free Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, calling (800)733-2767) or
enabling the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. Donors
are asked to schedule an appointment prior to arriving and are re-
quired to wear a face covering or mask, in alignment with Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention public guidance.  The Red Cross is
also looking for blood drive hosts to help ensure a stable blood sup-
ply. Learn more and sign up to sponsor a drive by visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org/HostADrive.

Macon Valley Nursing and Rehab is holding a drive-by parade Fri-
day, May 29, from 2 to 3 p.m. for folks to drive by and wave to the
residents who will be outside. The public is invited to participate in
cheering the residents. The nursing home is located at 3195 Old
Murphy Road.

NC Pre-K program through Macon County Schools is now taking
applications for the 2020-2021 school year. A child is eligible for NC
PreK if they turned four on or before August 31 of the program year
(2020), but is not yet five years of age and the family meets income
guidelines.  Anyone who is interested in applying for a NC Pre-K spot
or has questions on eligibility requirements, contact Valerie Norton
ASAP at (828)524-3314 ext. 1041.

Uptown Gallery on Main Street new hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease
or dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for shar-
ing, education, and support through a telephone conference. Sup-
port group participants and a support group facilitator connect each
month for one-hour confidential sessions. For more information, call
(800)272-3900.

Franklin Covenant Church has a grocery delivery service for any-
one at higher risk for COVID-19. If you are unable to leave home to
get the supplies you need due to sickness, disability or age, please
contact us for more details. The only cost to you would be the items
you order, there is no delivery charge.  FCCdelivery@yahoo.com

Nantahala Hiking Club Hikes have been canceled until further no-
tice. 

Taste of Scotland and Celtic Festival scheduled for June 19 and 20
has been cancelled. The next Taste of Scotland is scheduled for June
18 through 20, 2021.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-
0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open are
food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for an
application at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

Volunteer at Angel Medical Center Enjoy the reward of making
someone else’s day brighter by sharing your talents and time. Be-
come a volunteer at Angel Medical Center. Volunteers serve in a va-
riety of roles such as mail and flower delivery, guest service,
information desk assistance, student volunteer programs, pet ther-
apy, chaplain, administrative support and more. For more informa-
tion, call (828)349-6639 or email Bonnie.Peggs@msj.org.

CareNet on Bidwell St. is open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. where folks can drive up and get a box
of food. No paperwork; no questions asked. Backpacks are delivered
to the schools on Fridays and the bus drivers take the regular lunch
and also the backpacks to the families on their Friday deliveries.

Editor’s Note: Due to a judge’s ruling that declared the closing of
churches unconstitutional, some churches are now opening with
safety protocols in place and altered schedules. Email macon
countynews@gmail.com with schedule or venue changes.

Oak Grove Baptist Church Homecoming will be held on July 19. For
more information call (828)369-2415.

Tellico Baptist Church Sunday Services are currently being held in
the parking lot at 11 a.m.  Anyone wishing to attend are asked to stay in-
side their car or near their car and maintain a 6 foot distance from oth-
ers.  For more information, call TJ Guffey at (828)347-1014.

Spiritual Light Center is closed until further notice.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Office.

Memorial United Methodist Church Anonymous Call-in Prayer Line.
If you need prayer,  call (828)369-0707. Leave a message with your
prayer requestr. You may also leave a request for a call back if you need
one. 

Editor’s note: The Macon County News will continue to list churches to
reference when the governor’s meeting restrictions are lifted.

Bethel United Methodist Church Sunday Services are  Conventional
9 a.m. and Contemporary 11 a.m. which includes a dismissal for Chil-
dren's Church. Adult Sunday School is 10 a.m. Located at 81 Bethel
Church Road, Franklin. For more call (828)371-2436.

All Saints Episcopal Church holds Rite I Service every Sunday,  8
a.m., at St. Agnes Chapel, 66 Church St.; Rite II Service at 10:15 a.m.
with music at St. Agnes Chapel every first and third Sunday; and at St.
Cyprian's Chapel, 216 Roller Mill Rd., every second and fourth Sunday.
For service times on fifth Sundays, visit www.allsaintsfranklin.org or call
the church office at (828)524-4910.

Franklin First United Methodist Church meets Sundays for worship
at 8:30 a.m. (contemporary) and 10:55 a.m. (traditional).  Fellowship
time is at 9:30 a.m.; Sunday School classes meet at 9:45 a.m.  Bible
studies, group offerings, and gatherings occur throughout the week.  The
church is located at 66 Harrison Ave. Pastor is Rev. David Beam. For
more, call (828)524-3010  or visit www.firstumcfranklin.org  

Mulberry United Methodist Church’s Sunday worship is at 11 a.m.
The church is located at 155 Mulberry Rd., Otto.  Everyone is welcome
to attend.  For more information, call Rev. Eric Henson at (828)342-0431.
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Patton United Methodist Church Services are Sunday worship 9.45
a.m., Sunday school 11 a.m., prayer time Wednesday 6 p.m., youth
group Wednesday 6 p.m., Bible study Wednesday 6.30 p.m. 119 Pat-
ton Church Road, Franklin Pattonmethodistchurch.org

Memorial United Methodist Church regular Sunday services  are
held at 10:55 a.m. each Sunday, and Sunday School at 9:45 am.
Everyone is welcome to attend. The church is located at 4668 Old Mur-
phy Rd., just off 64 West. For more information, call (828)369-5834  or
visit our website at:  www.memorialmethodistchurch.org.

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Chris-
tian fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m., Men’s Bible
Study is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Ladies prayer and Bible study is
Wednesdays, 1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For
more information, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Christian Church Divine Liturgy is held on
Sundays, 10 a.m., followed by coffee hour. The church is located at 23
Hickory St., in Murphy.  For more information, call Fr. James Blome-
ley (828)361-1464 snocmurphy@gmail.com 

First United Methodist Church Sunday Worship Schedule: Con-
temporary Worship at 8:30 a.m. immediately followed by a Fellowship
Breakfast, Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. and Traditional Worship at
10:55 a.m. (childcare provided) at First United Methodist Church, 66
Harrison Ave, Franklin. Call (828) 524-3010 / firstumcfranklin.org

Prentiss Church of God Sunday services include Sunday School at
9:30 a.m.; Worship at 10:30 a.m. On Wednesday, pre-service prayer
begins at 6:30 p.m., followed by praise and worship at 7 p.m. Pastor
Kevin Chapman invites the community to attend. The church is located
at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-
3885. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Divine Worship with Holy com-
munion is held on Sunday 10:30 a.m. Rev. Fred Balke is the pastor.
The church is located one block north of SR 64 next to BP Station.
Visitors are welcome. For more information, call (828)369-1006 or web
site gslc-franklin.com

Grace Presbyterian Church (EPC) Services with Pastor Toby
Popeare are Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m., Wednesday
Bible Study 6 p.m. The church is located at 360 First St.  (828)369-
6800. Visit www.graceepc-frankin.com or find us on facebook @ gra-
cepresbyterianchurch-EPC

Franklin Church of the Nazarene Service times are Sunday School,
9:30 a.m. Praise and worship 10:45 a.m.  Sunday night  prayer serv-
ice 6 p.m. The church is located at 266 Belle Dowdle Rd. in Franklin.

Morrison Presbyterian Church Sunday Worship Service is held at
9:30 a.m. The church is located off 441S.; take the first right after the
visitors center onto Morrison Church Rd.; go 1/4 mile to the church. 
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Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com
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1781 Georgia Rd., Franklin, NC • (828)369-9059
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We are open!
With God’s blessing and your support,

we will continue to serve our community
for as long as possible. Stay safe out there!

WHT finds way to recognize senior care facilities, healthcare workers 
Theresa Ramsey
FHAMC Board Member/WHT Team

As we struggle during this pandemic with the vast chal-
lenges people are uniquely facing, many of us are feeling
the loss, not only in the workplace, but also in a broader
sense – the loss of connection to our loved ones.  The
Women’s History Trail (WHT), a project of the Folk Her-
itage Association of Macon County (FHAMC), wanted to
do something for the community and our thoughts turned to
the elderly living in senior care facilities in Franklin and the
many dedicated healthcare workers taking care of these
wonderful residents. 

How it all began
Barbara McRae, one of the WHT co-chairs who is also

the Town of Franklin’s vice mayor, sent out a personal email
encouraging a response to this question, “What can we
strong, energetic, intelligent women do to help our commu-
nity now? Most of us are stuck at home … if you’re like me,
you may feel straightjacketed by the restrictions. I welcome
all your suggestions. If you have an idea for how the town
can help its struggling citizens, please let me know. If you
have an idea for how we of the Women’s History Trail, as a
group (socially distant!) can help, I’d love to hear it...We are
all in this together and we can rise together, holding each
other up (virtually!).”  

WHT members began brainstorming on a plan of action.
Member Claire Suminski suggested as a group we do
“something that might help support the oldest members of
our community.”  As FHAMC’s main purpose is to provide
living history experiences and preserve our
heritage, and with the WHT’s goal to rec-
ognize distinguished women who have
helped shape a better future for Macon
County, it was only fitting that we chose to
show appreciation to honor our older gen-
eration.

Reflecting firsthand insight into the toll
Covid-19 has taken on families with loved
ones at residential senior care facilities, I
can personally say, these restrictions are
hard on everyone.  On Mother’s Day – a
time when families typically come together
to show love and gratitude to the wonderful
women in their lives – in-person contact
with loved ones at senior care facilities
wasn’t possible due to the Governor’s man-
date restricting visitors and Covid-19’s high
risk to this vulnerable population. 

Additionally, recreational large group
gatherings have been temporarily sus-
pended to comply with social distancing
guidelines, thereby limiting even further,
outside community-led activities typically
planned for the residents.  While the need

to protect our loved ones is certainly necessary and under-
standable, it is still disheartening for all involved.

In order to connect in a meaningful way with these older
residents to celebrate Mother’s Day and the arrival of spring-
time, the WHT committee started working on ways to give

Anne Hyder and Claire Suminski compile flowers for nursing
care facility residents.

recognition.  Marty Greeble, another of the WHT co-chairs
along with Mary Polanski, took on the role of producing
cards, signs and posters and reached out to committee mem-
bers and WHT supporters for monetary donations to per-
sonally cover the cost for this project.  Various volunteers

came together (via email and phone calls)
to organize gifts of flowers and cards for
all residents at Macon Valley Nursing and
Rehabilitation, Grandview Manor Care
Center and The Franklin House.  We
wanted residents to know that they are
being fondly remembered during this time
when outside visitors are limited due to
health concerns.  In addition, according to
Anne Hyder, FHAMC Chair/WHT mem-
ber, “The committee is working out final
details to develop a “pen pal” program for
residents who would benefit from cards,
letters, kid’s drawings, etc. at the above-
mentioned facilities.”

Wishing to continue recognition to
show appreciation to healthcare staff at
the three residential senior care locations
in Franklin, the WHT also showered
workers with thank you cards, inspira-
tional signs and special goodies.  

“I particularly liked the idea of doing
something nice for nursing care work-
ers…I think that they’re some of the ones
having to do the most extra during this

Henrietta of the Women’s History Trail helps deliver apprecia-
tion bags to Macon Valley staff.

Nursing Hhome resident Clara Dean
A nursing care resident takes a break from her read-
ing to place the proffered blossom in her hair.

https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/happyholidaysballoons/
https://www.facebook.com/milliesusedbooks/
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EATINGOUT
YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm
Closed Sun

263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Bella Vista Square

313 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Luciosnc.com

828.369.6670

Authentic Italian/Continental Cuisine Open for 
Carryout
FFrriiddaayy,

SSaattuurrddaayy,
SSTTAARRTTIINNGG 
AATT 55PPMM

and

77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
Downtown Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 369-3663

ROOTANDBARREL.COM

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

TO-GO ORDERS
Tuesday – Saturday, 11:30am – 7pm

Pick up at our stainless steel bar.
New holistic chef who knows how to

nurture body and soul!!
Our menu is on our website, Facebook and Instagram.91 Georgia Rd. • Franklin, NC

((882288)) 663344--11997744
Hours 

Tue.-Fri. 11AM-2PM and 5-7PM
Sat. 4-7PM

Let us do the cooking and enjoy our delicious food and
get some baked goods you have been craving.

TAKE OUT OR CURBSIDE 
PICK UP AVAILABLE

TAKE OUT OR CURBSIDE
PICK UP AVAILABLE

Our menu is online at 
rizzosrestaurantandbakery.com or on Facebook

Call Ahead for Quick Service

RRIIZZZZOO’’SS IISS NNOOWW OOPPEENN!!

crisis,” said Susan Ervin.
As May 10-16 was designated National Skilled Nursing

Care Week, we wanted to thank the dedicated staff serving
at these residential senior care facilities in Franklin (skilled
nursing and assisted living/memory centers). We deeply ap-
preciate the compassionate commitment of all dedicated

healthcare workers, and we extend special heartfelt thanks to
those who continue to provide loving care to senior residents
all year long, especially during these trying times.  As our
donations for the project exceeded expectations, the WHT
decided to donate remaining funds to CareNet to help those
in need in our community. 

Macon Valley activity director displays Mother's Day card
given to residents.

An appreciation sign was posted for Macon Valley staff.

Theresa Ramsey delivers treat bags for Macon Valley staff.

http://www.rizzosbistro.com
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
http://www.Luciosnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Direct Cremation
$1,295

Teen Challenge 
graduation May 23 

Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center will
have a drive-in graduation rain or shine Saturday, May 23, at 2
p.m., at the parking lot of Holly Springs Baptist Church, 366
Holly Springs Church Road, Franklin. Bathroom facilities will
not be available. A strong PA system underneath the carport
and an FM transmitter will allow attendees to receive the audio
over ther car radio. The public is invited to come join the cele-
bration. Graduation service will be about 45 minutes in length.
For more info, call (828)524-2157. For more about the program,
visit www.mtcots.com or go to the Facebook page, Men’s Teen
Challenge of the Smokies.

Biltmore featured in American Gardens stamp series
The  new  American Gardens stamps

just realeased features a  garden  from
the Biltmore Estates.

The natural beauty of American gar-
dens is being celebrated by the U.S.
Postal Service by issuing stamps that
feature gardens ranging from botanical
to country estate and municipal gar-
dens. All the gardens featured on the 10
stamps are open to the public. The
American Gardens Forever stamps are
available for purchase nationwide May
13.

This pane of 20 stamps features 10
different photographs taken between
1996 and 2014. The gardens include:
Biltmore Estate Gardens (North Car-
olina); Brooklyn Botanic Garden (New
York); Chicago Botanic Garden (Illi-
nois); Coastal Maine Botanical Gar-
dens (Maine); Dumbarton Oaks
Garden (District of Columbia); The
Huntington Botanical Gardens (Cali-
fornia); Alfred B. Maclay Gardens
State Park (Florida); Norfolk Botanical
Garden (Virginia); Stan Hywet Hall &
Gardens (Ohio); and Winterthur Gar-
den (Delaware).

The gardens were photographed by
Allen Rokach. Ethel Kessler was the
art director and designer.

The love of gardening stretches back
to the earliest years of our country, in-

spiring George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, and other
Founding Fathers to plant some of
America’s most iconic colonial-
era gardens. From the 19th cen-
tury to today, landscape designers
have continued that tradition.
Conceived for many reasons—for
food or pleasure, as places of ed-
ucation and scientific study, as an
expression of the owners’ artistic
sensibilities, as spaces for the
public to commune with nature,
or simply for the love of garden-
ing—American gardens capture
our imagination and satisfy a
yearning for beauty and order.

Every year, millions of Ameri-
cans visit gardens, public and pri-
vate. Many public gardens are
open year-round; in addition to
the plants and trees on display,
classes, exhibits, and other events
encourage visitors to experiment
and create their own gardens.
During the spring and summer,
planned tours and open garden
days allow visitors to step into
private enclaves and see how
homeowners have enhanced and
designed their spaces, be they
large estates, small suburban
yards, or rooftop aeries.

WCU’s graduation ceremonies 
for Class of ’20 set for December

It will be May in December for members of Western
Carolina University’s spring graduating class of 2020 who
were originally scheduled to participate in commencement
ceremonies this month until the events were postponed by
the pandemic.

WCU Chancellor Kelli R. Brown announced Friday,
May 8, the university’s plans to reschedule spring cere-
monies for the weekend of Dec. 11.

Although that also will be the weekend for commence-
ment ceremonies for members of the fall 2020 graduating
class, the university is planning a separate ceremony for
the May graduates, Brown said.

“Our spring graduates deserve their own commence-
ment exercises, as do our fall graduates,” she said. “We
felt that is was important to allow our graduates to partic-
ipate in a ceremony with their classmates rather than try to
combine them.” 

Brown announced in March the postponement of all
spring commencement exercises that were originally
scheduled for May 8 and 9. University officials had con-
sidered a date in early August for the rescheduled cere-
monies, but ongoing uncertainty regarding sufficient
improvements in the COVID-19 situation combined with
logistical difficulties of holding a large-scale event so
close to the opening of the fall semester made the De-
cember date a better option.

To help acknowledge the spring 2020 graduating class,
the Office of University Communications and Marketing
developed a special online salute. It is available at com-
mencement.wcu.edu.

Additional information, including time and date for the
rescheduled commencement, will be announced later.

Clara Kathryn Fisher
Clara Kathryn Fisher was born in Jasper, Ind., on Oct.18, 1928.

She was taken to heaven while sleeping peacefully on May 14,
2020. She was the daughter of Rev. Edward Byrd and Clara von
Graf Byrd. She studied piano and organ and while in high school,
performed each Sunday as an organist for her father’s services.  She
attended Parsons College and received her RN degree in geriatric
nursing from the Presbyterian Nursing School, Chicago, Ill.  She
became the charge nurse at a New Hampshire nursing home.  She
was a devoted wife to Rev. Dr. George Thomas Fisher for 67  years.
She also assisted her husband in weekly worship services as an or-
ganist and as piano accompanist for the 4H tri-state regional cham-
pion La Prairie Township Chorus.  She loved studying the Bible
and led a weekly Bible study for congregational women.  

She was the mother of four children, Emily Weingarth, Herbert
Fisher, Amy Evans, Forrest Fisher; the grandmother of eight grand-
children; and great grandmother of seven great grandchildren.  She
was always a lady and a true friend to all who knew her. She served
the needs of others with dignity, grace, and a wonderful sense of
humor.  

A graveside service will be held Saturday, May 23, at 11 a.m. at
Clarks Chapel United Methodist Church Cemetery, with Rev. Janet
Greene officiating.  

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving the Fisher family.  Online
condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Daniel ‘Caleb’ Pait
Daniel “Caleb” Pait, 31, of

Franklin, N.C., died Thursday, May
14, 2020 due to complications of an
automobile accident in Jackson
County, North Carolina.

He was born on March 28, 1989,
in Knoxville, Tenn., to Ernie and
Becky Workman Pait and had lived
most of his life in the Macon County
area. He worked as a Service Writer
at Meinke. He enjoyed hunting and
snowboarding; he loved adventure in
and around rivers and the mountains.
He was a member of Cowee Baptist
Church.

In addition to his parents, he is
survived by his brother, Ernie Pait III of Fort Mills, S.C.; sister,
Jessie Pruett (J.P) of Katy, Texas; two nieces, Elaina and Paisley;
two nephews, Paiton and Parker.; and several aunts, uncles, and
cousins.

A celebration of Caleb’s life was held Monday, May 18, at
Cowee Baptist Church. Rev. Jason Smith officiated.

The family has requested in lieu of flowers, contributions be
made to Cowee Baptist Church Missions, 6301 Bryson City Rd
Franklin, NC 28734.

Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.  

Daniel ‘Caleb’ Pait

https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Addis Ray Lambert
Addis Ray Lambert of Hender-

sonville, Tenn., passed away on
May 11, 2020.

She was born on April 17,
1926, in Macon County, Ten-
nessee to Thomas Tramell and
Missie McGuffey. In 1944, she
married Jake Lambert, with
whom she celebrated over 55
years of marriage. She was a
member of Rocky Mound Baptist
Church and of Bible Baptist
Church. She loved her garden,
her God, and her family.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Jim (Rosemary) Lambert
and Linda McBride; her grandchildren, Sharon (Kent) Clements,
Becky (Jon) Stansbury, and Kimberly Warren; two step grand-
children, Jim Pickens and Tim Bomar; six great grandchildren;
her sister and neighbor, Faye Johnson and George Arnold.

She is preceded in death by her husband, Jake Lambert; her
twin sister, Gladys Tramell; and siblings, Tom Tramell, Avis Sim-
mons, and Ann McDonald.

A private Celebration of Life will be held with entombment to
follow at Hendersonville Memory Gardens. Doctor Greg Mutsch
will be presiding. Active pallbearers include Kent, Jake, Luke
Clements, and Jon Stansbury. Honorary pallbearers include
George Arnold, Jim Pickens, Tim Bomar, Bob Egli, and the Joy
Club Ministry at Bible Baptist Church.

Addis Ray Lambert

David Lewis Mashburn
David Lewis Mashburn, 94, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
peacefully Saturday, May 16,
2020, surrounded by his wife,
daughters, and son-in-law.

Born in Macon County, North
Carolina, he was the son of the
late Grady and Jane Henry Mash-
burn.  In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by three
sisters, Gertrude Mashburn, Mil-
dred Vaughn, and Nina Woods;
three brothers, Howard, Furman,
and Bruce Mashburn; five in-
laws,  Homer Woods, Clyde
Vaughn, Frances Mashburn, Gor-
don Underwood, Zane Woods; and numerous friends and family. 

He worked hard, lived long, loved well, and will be greatly
missed.  He was a World War II veteran and went to Clarksville
Trade School on the GI bill to become an automotive mechanic.
He co-owned and operated a garage and gas station at the inter-
section of the Highlands and Ellijay Roads. After selling the busi-
ness, he went to work for Burrell Motor Company at the top of
town hill.  A few years later, he moved down the street to Conley
Motor Company and worked there for just over 30 years before re-
tiring.  In his spare time, he was a farmer, carpenter, electrician,
barber, and reluctant plumber.  He was a faithful follower of Christ
and a member of Ellijay Bible Baptist Church.  He sang beautiful
bass in the choir and served as a deacon and Sunday School su-
perintendent. 

“He was a good man” is what you will hear if you mention his
name…kind, sacrificing, loving, a faithful friend.  He would say,
“I’m a sinner saved by grace.”  He was a devoted son, brother, hus-
band, father, grand & great-grandfather, friend, and neighbor
whose actions spoke louder than his words.

He is survived by his wife of 61-and-a-half years, Grace Aileen
Monteith Mashburn; daughters, Gail Mashburn and Judy Haney;
“favorite” son-in-law Kevin; granddaughters, Shaley Holmes
(Cameron) and Savannah Haney (Chiah); and great grandchildren,
Ty and Caroline Holmes; sisters, Rosa Woods and Alice Under-
wood; a brother, Dayton Mashburn (Rose Ann); sisters-in-law,
Louise Ledford (Clinton) and Barbara Mashburn; and many
beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

A private funeral service was held at First Baptist Church Swan-
nanoa on Wednesday, May 20.  The service was live streamed at
http://www.fbcswan.org/ or on the fbcswan Facebook page.   

The family will receive friends at Bryant-Grant on Thursday,
May 21, from 12 to 2 p.m.  Graveside services are open to all and
burial will be at 3 p.m. at Ellijay Missionary Baptist Church Ceme-
tery with Rev. Steve Reeves officiating.  Pallbearers will be Bruce
and Eddie Ledford, Cameron Holmes, Lloyd Mashburn, Calvin
Conley, and Gary and Tim McMahan.  Honorary pallbearers will
be nephews, cousins, and the many men David influenced in his
time here on earth.

The family would like to offer special thanks to Domonique,
Denise, Sherry and Jay with CarePartners Hospice who made it
possible to care for him at home this past year.

Memorial gifts may be made to:  Blue Ridge Honor Flight, 423
N King Street, Hendersonville, NC  28792 or Ellijay Bible Baptist
Church, c/o Adolph Conley, 20 Lydia Lane, Franklin, NC  28734.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.  The family asks that funeral participants be mindful of the
need for COVID precautions.  

David Lewis Mashburn

Steve ‘Andy’ Anderson
Steve “Andy” Anderson, 67,

passed away on May 15, 2020, at
Mission Hospital in Asheville,
N.C., following a brief illness.   

He was born and raised in West
Bend, Wisc., the son of Betty and
Rollin Anderson and graduated
from West Bend High School. He
then joined the United States Air
Force where he served proudly in
both Vietnam and Operation
Desert Storm.  He retired from the
Air Force as a Master Sergeant
after 21 years of service.  He treas-
ured both the people he served
with as well as the time he served.

He continued in his passion for aviation with a long career that
saw him work for Lockheed Martin, Boeing and finally Northrop
Grumman. He married Anita in 1998  and moved with her to San
Antonio, Texas, and then to Lake Charles before retiring to
Franklin, N.C.  

He was a kind, gentle and patient man who loved helping those
he met along his journey in life.  He will be forever cherished for
his commitment to helping everyone he met, the kindness in his
smile and the love he showed all who were fortunate to know him.
Andy, as he was known to most, will be terribly missed but we find
comfort knowing he has his eternal wings.

He leaves his wife of 22 years, Anita Anderson; his children,
Sherry Horvath, Teri Simko Tempest Anderson; step-children,
Brandi (Kale) Glasspoole and Charles Kale; his beloved grand-
children, siblings, cousins, and the many friends he loved and cher-
ished while he was here.

The memorial service was held at Holly Springs Baptist Church
in Franklin and a private interment at Arlington National Ceme-
tery will follow at a later date.

Memorials can be sent in Steve’s honor to Holly Springs Baptist
Church, Franklin.

Steve “Andy” Anderson

Charmian Martin Williams
Charmian Williams, a resident

of Western North Carolina since
1998, passed away on May 16 in
Asheville. She was 93.

Known by “Charm” since
childhood, she was born in
DeKalb County, Ga., on Sept. 18,
1926, the daughter of Jeanne
Nevius Martin and T. Marion
Martin. 

A graduate of the University of
Georgia in Athens, she was a
member of Alpha Gamma Delta
Sorority. She was married to
Robert Parks Charleston from
1947 until his death in 1955. They
had one son, David Nevius Charleston. 

In 1959, she married Roy Bennett Williams, who passed away
in 1985. She moved to Franklin, N.C., in 1998. She was joined
there by her son, David, who died in 2007.

In Franklin, she was active in the Circle of Light and Spiritual
Light Center and embodied in countless ways the nickname she
carried throughout her life. Much admired for her warmth and
sense of humor, Charm will be missed by all who came to know
her.

No service is planned. Those wishing to honor her memory are
invited to donate to the Spiritual Light Center, 80 Heritage Hollow,
Franklin, NC 28734.

Condolences can be made to the family at www.ashevil-
leareaalternative.com.

Charmian Williams

Reona Mae Calhoun DeHart
Reona Mae Calhoun DeHart, 80, of Bryson City, N.C., went

home to be with the Lord Monday, May 18, 2020. A native of
Swain County she was the daughter of the late Woodrow and Myr-
tle Crisp Calhoun. In addition to her parents, she was also preceded
in death by a sister, Irene Calhoun.

She is survived by one son, Kelvin DeHart and wife Teresa of
Franklin, N.C.; one grandson, Dylan DeHart of Franklin; one
brother, Wayne Calhoun and wife Shelda of Bryson City; two sis-
ters, Vivian Cook and husband Wade and Ellen Monteith and her
late husband David, all of Bryson City; and one niece, Mary Ann
Graham and husband Curtis of Bryson City.

A graveside service was held Wednesday, May 20, at Lauada
Cemetery in Bryson City. Rev. John Tagliarini officiated.

Wendy Kay Frank
Wendy Kay Frank, 60, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Sunday, May 17, 2020.

Born in Saint Paul, Minn., she
was the daughter of the late John
MacDonald and Elaine Dege
MacDonald. She was a member
of Mount Hope Baptist Church.
She was a very talented metal
sculpture artist.

She is survived by her husband,
Dana Frank; daughter, Jenna Fer-
reira and husband, Danilo
Lourenco Ferreira, of Holland,
Mich.; sons, Jake Lucht of Tus-
con, Ariz., and Jesse Lucht; step-
daughters, Shari Elmquist of Otsego, Minn., and Lauri Ellison of
Albertville, Minn.; special friend, Lori Bieganowski; and six
grandchildren. 

A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Wendy’s

GoFundMe, to help cover medical and funeral expenses:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/kjuhnx-wendy039s-funeral-ex-

penses?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_cam-
paign=p_cp+share-sheet

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.

Wendy Kay Frank
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NASCAR NEWS

Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

NASCAR’s return to real-time action Sunday afternoon was
a resumption of the close-quarter, high-action brand of racing
that fans have long expected at historic Darlington Raceway,
culminating with Kevin Harvick claiming his first trophy of
the season in front of a robust television and radio audience
eager to welcome sports back.
The Real Heroes 400 was the first on-track activity in nearly

two months after NASCAR suspended competition because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The return to track included spe-
cific guidelines unique to this unprecedented situation – no
fans in the grandstands, temperature checks at track, a limit on
number of team members and of course, social distancing.
The competitive drama, however, remained as intense as

ever.
Harvick’s 2.154-second victory over Alex Bowman was his

first of the season and extends his points lead in the standings
to 28 points over Bowman. His only previous win at Darling-
ton came from pole position in 2014, the same year Harvick
went on to win the series championship. Sunday’s victory was
the 50th win for the Stewart-Haas Racing veteran, tying him
with NASCAR Hall of Famers Junior Johnson and
Ned Jarrett on the NASCAR Cup Series all-time
wins list.
Bowman, Kurt Busch, Chase Elliott and Denny

Hamlin followed Harvick’s No. 4 Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing Ford to the finish line. Martin Truex Jr., Tyler
Reddick, Erik Jones, John Hunter Nemechek and
Matt Kenseth rounded out the top 10. It was the best
showing of the season – and first top-10 finish – for
the rookies Reddick and Nemechek.
“The first thing I want to do is thank everybody

from NASCAR, all the teams, the whole industry, for
getting us back on the racetrack," Harvick said. “I
think everybody in this garage is so excited to be
here. I was up this morning at 6:00 a.m. pacing
around my porch trying to decide when I was going
to leave. I was excited to get back in the car. Today
was just a well-executed day."
NASCAR Executive Vice President and Chief

Racing Development Officer Steve O’Donnell said
he was both proud and encouraged by the success of
NASCAR’s first race back on track – and hopeful it bodes well
for a compressed schedule that will feature 20 more races be-
tween now and the third week of June at a variety of venues for
all three of NASCAR’s premier series – the NASCAR Cup
Series, the Xfinity Series and the Gander RV & Outdoors
Truck Series.
“As far as the vibe in the garage area, I think everyone’s spir-

its were really, really high," O’Donnell said. “They all knew
the effort that this took collectively to pull this off. This was not
easy, but everybody came together in a real spirit of collabo-
ration. It was odd just with limited number of people here and
when you look up into the stands, you certainly miss the fans,

Kevin Harvick takes Darlington
as NASCAR returns to racing

Kevin Harvick, driver of the #4 Busch Light YOURFACE-
HERE Ford, celebrates winning the NASCAR Cup Series
The Real Heroes 400 at Darlington Raceway on May 17,
2020 in Darlington, South Carolina. NASCAR resumes the
season after the nationwide lockdown due to the ongoing
coronavirus (COVID-19).

race’s first stage when he collided with Chris Buescher a
half-lap before crossing the finish line to claim the open-
ing stage win.
“Gosh, what I would do to get that corner back to do it

over again," Johnson said. “Coming to the end of the
stage, I was just trying to make sure I got a good run off
of Turn 2. I felt like I was going to be able to exit the cor-
ner side-by-side with him, things just went horribly
wrong there.
And he added later on his Twitter social media account,

“Man, that hurts. What a bummer. But there’s a race in a
few days and we’ll be back."
That was the case for two of NASCAR’s most popular driv-

ers who marked a return to competition on Sunday – Roush
Fenway Racing’s Ryan Newman and Chip Ganassi Racing’s
Matt Kenseth. Both made their way into the top 10 by the race’s
midpoint. Newman, who missed three races after being injured
in the Daytona 500, earned points in the opening stage and fin-
ished 15th – after receiving a pit road speeding penalty.
Kenseth, who made his first NASCAR Cup Series start since
the 2018 Homestead-Miami season finale, finished 10th.
Both were racey and their competitive presence well-noted.
“Overall, great to be back in the race car, proud of how

that vibe, that energy.
“I think the participants were able to create their own posi-

tive vibe knowing this was a big day for the sport, knowing it
was a day we could showcase the sport to a live television au-
dience and hopefully give some people a little bit of joy to
watch them race."
As good as the situation was at the track “behind the scenes,”

the drivers turned in a typically competitive day on-track with
consistent drama – and depending on who you cheer for, some
for the good and some not-so-much.
Seven-time NASCAR Cup Series champion Jimmie John-

son, for example, was leading and headed for the victory in the

https://www.facebook.com/curtistvinc/
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Alex Bowman signs contract 
extension with Hendrick Motorsports
One day before NASCAR resumed its 
2020 season, Alex Bowman broke the 
news on Twitter that he will be back 
with 12-time Cup Series champions 
Hendrick Motorsports in 2021. In the 
midst of his third year driving full-time 
for car owner Rick Hendrick, Bowman 
currently sits a career-high second 
in the Cup standings. The Tucson, 
Arizona native is coming off a 2019 
season of personal bests that saw him 
record his fi rst Cup win at Chicagoland 
Speedway and secure his second 
consecutive playoff berth with No. 88 
crew chief Greg Ives.

Pennsylvania Governor not ready to 
allow NASCAR races
NASCAR has yet to receive the green 
light to race in Pennsylvania. Gov. Tom 
Wolf says he spoke to NASCAR offi cials 
about the status of the June 27 and 28 
races at Pocono Raceway. The stock 
car series announced this week it will 
stick to Tennessee, Georgia, Virginia, 
Florida and Alabama for June races, 
all of them without fans. “We actually 
had conversations with NASCAR and I 
told them Pennsylvania is not ready to 
make a decision,” Wolf said. “The area 
that they want to have this gathering in 
is actually in the red right now, red zone, 
red phase, so I told them Pennsylvania 
is not ready to make a decision.” The 
revised schedule didn’t address the 
scheduled doubleheader weekend at 
Pocono and the rest of season.

Kevin Harvick dominated the Real Heroes 
400 Sunday afternoon at Darlington Raceway 
to win NASCAR’s fi rst race in 10 weeks. 
Leading a total of 159 laps, Harvick grabbed 
his 50th career NASCAR Cup Series win. He 
took the lead for the fi nal time on lap 216 and 
went untouched to the checkered fl ag with a 
2.1-second margin of victory. Without fans in 
attendance, Harvick celebrated alone on the 
frontstretch and was the only person from 
Stewart-Haas Racing permitted in victory lane 
to pose with the trophy.

PPRPROPRO PRO RPRO RAPRO RACPRO RACIPRO RACINPRO RACINGPRO RACING PRO RACING TPRO RACING THPRO RACING THIPRO RACING THISPRO RACING THIS PRO RACING THIS WPRO RACING THIS WEPRO RACING THIS WEEPRO RACING THIS WEEKPRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia

2020 Standings

Racing Trivia
How many times has Kevin 
Harvick won the Cup Series 
Championship? ?

Answer : a) Kevin Harvick won the Cup 
Series Championship in 2014. 

a) 1 c) 3
b) 2 d) 4

   

Last Weekend’s Race: Kevin Harvick won at Darlington

Kevin Harvick

Born: Dec. 8, 1975
Crew Chief: Rodney Childers
Car: Ford

Year Wins Top 10s Avg. Finish
2020 1 5 5.0
2019 4 26 10.0

The Coca-Cola 600, the longest race of the 
NASCAR season, takes place this Memorial 
Day weekend by returning to Charlotte Motor 
Speedway. The race will be held without 
spectators in attendance in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This speedway currently 
hosts two of the biggest races on the NASCAR 
schedule. With cars lining up three and four-
wide through 24-degree banked turns, you can 
bet there’s going to be a lot of excitement as 
43 furious machines storm down the 1.5 mile 
track. Darrell Waltrip is a fi ve-time winner of the 
Coca-Cola 600 and so the inner perimeter road 
around the speedway was named in his honor. 
Last week’s winner, Kevin Harvick, fi nished 
10th in last year’s race.

Charlotte Motor Speedway

Cup Series Top Ten
Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Kevin Harvick 218 5
2) Alex Bowman 190 2
3) Joey Logano 185 2
4) Chase Elliott 178 3
5) Brad Keselowski 158 2
6) Denny Hamlin 154 3
7) Aric Almirola 151 2
8) Ryan Blaney 144 1
9) Matt DiBenedetto 141 1
10) Clint Bowyer 135 2

Xfi nity Series Top Ten

Top News Stories
gg

This Week’s Cup Series Race: Coca-Cola 600
Race Details

Location: Concord, N.C.
Date: Sunday, May 24, 6:00 p.m.
Last Year’s Pole: William Byron - 183.424 mph
Last Year’s Winner: Martin Truex, Jr.

Race Preview

Drivers Points Top 10s
1) Harrison Burton 176 4
2) Chase Briscoe 173 3
3) Austin Cindric 155 3
4) Brandon Jones 148 3
5) Ross Chastain 146 3
6) Noah Gragson 143 3
7) Ryan Sieg 143 3
8) Justin Haley 140 3
9) Justin Allgaier 138 1
10) Michael Annett 119 1

Shape: Quad-oval
Distance: 1.5 miles
Turns / Straights: 24º / 5º

everybody worked, not just our team,
but everyone in NASCAR to break the
ice on getting the world back in mo-
tion," Newman said.

Kenseth’s effort was also duly
noted.

“Here’s the thing about Matt
Kenseth, he should have never quit,"
race winner Harvick said when asked
about the veteran’s return.

“Matt Kenseth was winning races
when he retired. Matt Kenseth is going
to be a huge part of that race team and
making Chip Ganassi Racing better.
He's going to be great for the spon-
sors."

Harvick, who drew the first position
on pit road, benefitted from the loca-
tion and ultimately credited his work to a team
that has helped him to top 10s in the last seven
years at Darlington – nine of those top-five
performances. After his win, Harvick stood in
front of the empty grandstand and gave thanks
to Dr. Josh Hughes, whose name appeared on
Harvick’s car as part of NASCAR’s tribute to
medical personnel who have so tirelessly

Matt Kenseth, driver of the #42 Credit One Bank
Chevrolet, walks on to pit road prior to the NASCAR
Cup Series The Real Heroes 400 at Darlington Raceway
on May 17.

worked during this pandemic.
“I’m just really honored and really thankful

for all of our front-line workers, not only our
doctors but grocery stores, truck drivers, fire
fighters, police departments – you name it,"
Harvick said. “All of you front-line workers
are the reason that we’re here today and our
country is actually still running."

https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
http://www.ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
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3195 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC

...is looking for a few good folks
to join our dynamic team!

We have openings for
Licensed Nurses, CNAs,

MDS Nurse, Weekend Ward Clerk,
Part-time Evening Ward Clerk

and Dietary Cook / Aide.
New pay structure offered

along with a SIGN ON BONUS
for Licensed Nurses,

MDS Nurses and CNAs.
Come check us out.

Apply in person Mon – Fri, 10am – 4pm,
visit www.maconvalley.com to request
more information, or call 828-524-7806.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

62. "For ____ a jolly good.."
63. Dried-up

DOWN
1. Grammy category
2. Diva's solo
3. Unload
4. Saffron-flavored rice dish

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

THEME: ARMY AND NAVY 

ACROSS
1. Smoothing tool
5. Broadband access 
overseeing org.
8. Attorneys' org.
11. Length times width
12. *Lined up single ____
13. Lump of stuff
14. Carpet attribute
15. Cut the crop
16. Lingo
17. *Entire ship's company
19. Toothy wheel
20. Gives a helping hand
21. They're from mars?
22. Language family, 
includes Turkic and 
Mongolian
25. Indian spice mix, pl.
29. Bachelor's last words
30. Baby Ruth component
33. One of the Earnhardts
34. She goes by Lo?
36. Actors' grp.
37. Mister in Madrid
38. Colossal
39. With no effort
41. American cuckoo
42. Leave hastily, two words
44. *Commissioned 
officer of the lowest rank
46. "____, drink, and be 
merry"
47. *Omaha ____
49. Baby whale
51. *It's a wall to a civilian
54. Hands, to #12 Down
55. Check out
56. Cambodian money
58. Welcoming sign
59. Went down slippery
slope
60. *Date of Allied landing
61. *Opposite of stern

5. Evil one
6. Wears
7. Porcini mushrooms
8. Aquarium scum
9. Uncouth one
10. Address abbreviation
12. Spanish dictator, 1939-
1975
13. *Throwing weapon
16. Ice, dark, and middle, e.g.
18. Pittsburgh Steelers' 
____ Field
21. Dojo turf
22. Was sick
23. Parkinson's disease drug
24. African antelope, pl.
25. Gaspar, Balthasar and 
Melchior
26. Veranda in Honolulu
27. "____ came a spider..."

28. European finch
31. *"Excellent in all we do" org.
32. None left when on E
35. *____ formation, or on 
diagonal
37. Make synchronous
39. Credit card payment 
alternative, acr.
40. What Deep Throat did
43. Stumblebums
45. Type of shards
47. *Announcement device
48. Island off Manhattan
49. Head of family
50. All over again
51. Silly talk or writing
52. *____-de-camp
53. Letter opening
54. Flash dancers
57. NaOH

• DIRT 

(828)349-1449

HAULING

Otto • Dillard
Franklin

• GRAVEL
• MULCH

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

maconcountynews.com

maconcountynews@gmail.com
(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20
words
or less

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
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AUTHORIZED
DEALER

In Otto since 1998
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

828-349-4500

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

TREE SERVICES:
Tree Pruning
Tree Removal

Brush Clearing, Cutting & Removal
Ornamental Trees & Shrubs

Tree Care & Maintenance
Insured 

Richard Davidek
Owner

828-371-5216

Free
Estimates
Call Now

treetopiallc@icloud.com

OTHER SERVICES:
Drone Retrieval

Cat Rescue
Pressure Washing

42 PINE RIDGE DR. • FRANKLIN, NC

GARDEN
SOILS

828-369-0731

LOCALLY
MADE 
MULCH

MON-FRI 
8AM-5PM

SAT 9AM-3PM

MILL CREEK GOLF Course Home.
Furnished, 2BD/2BA Upscale Home,
Appliances Included.  $1,100/monthly.
(828)371-0917.

 

 

Rentals
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PAINTING & STAINING Residen-
tial, Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pres-
sure Washing,  Deck Repair,
Locally Owned & Operated,
Franklin/Highlands Area, 30 Years,
Excellent References, Free Esti-
mates, Insured, Chandler Con-
tracting. (828)369-5104,
(828)226-3792.
CNA TRAINED Caregiver, In Home
Aid, Run Errands, Dr. Appointments,
Light Housekeeping. References.
Over 15 Years Experience.  (828)342-
3750.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hy-
droseeding. (828)524-3976.
MELTON’S ROOFING and Gutter
Cleaning. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your Roof and
Gutter Needs.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free
Estimates. (828)524-5475.
C & C PUMPS Well Pump Sales,
Service & Installations. Iron Removal
Filter Systems. Call David Cheek
(828)369-5176.

G R AV E L * G R AV E L * G R AV E L
Franklin, Otto, Dillard, Jackrabbit
Hauling (828)332-8283.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Re-
pairs, Decks, Pressure Washing, In-
terior Remodels, Painting, Etc. No
Job Too Small, Prompt Response.
(828)342-4039.

GREENTHUMB LAWN SERVICES
Do you need Spring Cleanup?
Lawn Maintenance,  Landscaping,
Leaf Blowing, Handyman Services.
16 Years Experience. Call (828)421-
8847.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
& Service, Get your lawn equipment
ready for Spring.  867 Highlands Rd.,
by Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-
5135.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Yard Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Wash-
ing, Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too
Large or Too Small. Bob (828)349-
1717.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING Inte-
rior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience.
(239)860-0117.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink
Inc. 72 E. Main Street, Franklin
(828)524-2956.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC. Spring landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch,
Pine Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing,
Hardscapes, Steps, Retaining
Walls, Grading, Gravel, Design,
Grounds Maintenance and Much
More! Licensed & Insured, Free Es-
timates (828)524-6959.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 24 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $30. Call (828)524-0114.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
No Job Too Small. Home (828)349-
9087, Cell (828)371-9754.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
ALL AMERICAN TREE Service, Full
Tree Removal, Stump Grinding, Prun-
ing, Storm Cleanup, View Cutting, Ex-
cavating, Bush-Hogging,
Gravel-hauling, Firewood. Fully In-
sured. Free Estimate. (828)506-8480.
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MOVING SALE IN OTTO 5/22 and
5/23 furniture, housewares, some an-
tiques, tools, riding mower, yard tools
and more.  COVID 19 protocols, by ap-
pointment only, masks required. Call
(828)369-5883.

HONEY BEES FOR SALE Swarm
your Hive  $100. 5 Fame Nukes  $125.
10 Frame Hives $200. (864)710-2464
Or (864)647-9427.

MILITARY SURPLUS BDU
Pants/Shirts, Boots, M65 Field Jack-
ets Gortex, Parkers, Field Gear,
Sleeping Bags, MRE’S, Much More!
(828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET Spring to Sum-
mer Season 8am-Noon, every Satur-
day. Produce, honey,  trout, artisan
breads, pastries, roasted coffee beans,
preserves, handcrafted soaps, eggs,
peonies, Hydrangeas, lamb, micro-
greens.  200 Block East Palmer.
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AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.

 

 

  

 

   

Motor Vehicles
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FIREARMS WANTED: Licensed
dealer buying firearm collections, es-
tates, or single guns. Paying fairly ac-
cording to market prices. Call Josh at
828-371-7919

WANTED TO BUY U.S. and Foreign
Coins and Currency. Top Prices Paid.
Free Appraisal.  Call Dan (828)421-
1616. danhazazer@gmail.com

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

WantedWanted

  

  

  

  

  

  

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE were di-
agnosed with Ovarian Cancer or
Mesothelioma after use of  Talcum
products such as Baby Powder or
Shower to Shower, you may be enti-
tled to compensation. Contact Charles
H. Johnson (800)535-5727
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal
Services. 18 years and older.  Call
Debbie  (941)266-7084.
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STORAGE BAY SALE Furniture,
Tools, Linens and More! Friday, May
22, Saturday, May 23, 9am. 44 Her-
itage Lane, Next to Reach Building.
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FLOORING SUBCONTRACTORS
Wanted! Carpet and Hard Surface In-
stallers/Crews, Franklin and Asheville
Areas, call (888)867-1901 for more de-
tails and requirements.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE Now
Hiring: CNA’s and Experienced
Caregivers Needed for in Home
Care. Call (828)524-6444.
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More! Hours
10am-4pm Mon.-Sat. (828)524-5273.
Hours for the Sylva Re-Store,1315 W.
Main St. are Mon.-Sat., 10am-4pm,
(828)586-1800.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow is open Mon.-Sat. 10am to
4pm. Proceeds benefit Victims of Do-
mestic Violence and Sexual Assault in
Macon County. For More Information
call 369-2040.

CARENET THRIFT STORE 45 Macon
Center Dr., Franklin, Hours, Monday
through Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday
9am-1pm. 100% of proceeds benefit
the Mission of CareNet to help bridge
the gap during times of crisis for fami-
lies in Macon County. (828)349-9064.

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

Bus. OpportunitiesBus. Opportunities

  

  

  

  

APPALACHIAN WELDING BUSI-
NESS For Sale, All Equipment, Steel
Inventory, Tools, Everything Must Go!
Asking $10,000. Call (828)332-0742
for Appointment.

26 W. Main St. • Franklin, NC 28734
Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com

PER YEAR
Includes Tax

(828) 369-6767

$29.00

SUBSCRIBE
FOR ONLY

26 W. Main Street
Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

maconcountynews@gmail.com

$8.00 20
words
or less

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.facebook.com/shulers.mulch
http://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
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