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Crowned the spring 2021 Homecoming Queen at halftime of Friday Night’s football game  was Taylor Ensley (right) with Dylan Gar-
cia named the runner-up. Ensley is a senior, the daughter of Todd and Kim Ensley. She is a member of the volleyball and softball
teams, the FCA and the Student Leadership team. Garcia is a senior, the daughter of Astarria Garcia and Bryan Hooper. She is a mem-
ber of the cross country and track teams holding records at FHS for the 5K and the two-mile, and is editor of the Laurel Leaf. For
more photos, see page 12. Photo by Vickie Carpenter
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See TOWN BOARD page 2

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Town of Franklin officials closed the Gazebo on the square
for public use last year as COVID19 surged across North
Carolina. Monday night, the board was slated to discuss re-
opening the Gazebo, but that discussion will be continued at
next month’s meeting with nothing being decided at this
point. 
“Both are up for more thought,” Franklin Mayor Bob Scott

said Tuesday morning when asked about reopening the
Gazebo and resume the town- sponsored Pickin’ on the
Square event. “It appears the pandemic is getting less se-
vere.”
While the town has not officially reopened the Gazebo for

public events, a special approval was issued to celebrate the
life of the late Vice Mayor Barbara McRae.  
“We plan to have the gazebo reopen very soon,” said Scott.

“It will be open Saturday, April 17, for a Celebration of life
for Vice Mayor Barbara McRae put on by her friends and the
Women's History Trail.” 
Scott said after that event, the town will consider future

events on a case by case basis. 
Pickin’ on the Square, the annual town-sponsored summer

concert series has not been officially relaunched yet, and
Scott said moving forward, that will all depend on time. 
“No decision has been made about Pickin' at this time,”

said  Scott. “It is still open for discussion. All of this depends
on Covid restrictions.” 
Pickin’ on the Square happens on Saturday evenings and

traditionally begins in late May and continues through mid-
October. The event features a wide range of music, all free
to the public. With mass gathering limits and COVID19
safety precautions still in effect for North Carolina, the town
has been unable to host the event. 

Vacant seat on Town Council
At Monday’s town council meeting, the board discussed

how to proceed with the seat left vacant by the passing of
McRae. The Council voted unanimously to name Jack Hor-
ton to serve as vice mayor.
The next steps on filling the vacant seat are unclear due to

pending legislation. 
“We do not have to fill the seat as it is not a remaining full

term,” said Scott. “It is less than six months till filing. Also,

Lady Panthers Softball having stellar season
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113 Bowling Lane, Franklin, NC • See our Facebook page for additional savings!

www.franklinpolaris.com

25% OFF Full Service
ATV’s & UTV’s

Expires 3/31/21. Includes labor & parts.

SCC hosts drive for MLK week of service
The act of giving is more important than

ever as the pandemic continues to affect
many people in western North Carolina. 

That’s why the SCC Cares Committee
from Southwestern Community College
recently held a collection drive to benefit
HERE in Jackson County, INC. Founded
in 2018, HERE is currently seeking dona-
tions to serve clients who are in emer-
gency shelters or living unsheltered in
places such as cars or tents.

To make preparation easier for those in
need, these donated items are preferred:
Canned proteins (chicken, tuna, beans);
canned vegetables; microwavable items
that don’t require refrigeration (ramen
noodles, ravioli, etc.); peanut butter crack-
ers; granola/cereal bars; and non-food
items like microwavable bowls; cutlery
(metal or sturdy plastic); and dental floss.
They have plenty of toothbrushes/tooth-
paste at this time.

“We provide shelter and one meal a day.
This is really helpful to those who don’t
have the means to provide meals for them-
selves,” said HERE representative, Bob
Cochran.

The HERE collection drive was part of
SCC Cares MLK Jr. Week of Service. 

Drop-off boxes continue to be available at the Groves
Center breakroom on SCC’s Macon Campus as well as the

following locations on the college’s Jackson Campus: Bal-
sam Center in front of the Information Desk, Burrell Build-
ing, Holt Library near the MLK Jr. display, and Oaks outside
of the Student Support Services office.

HERE representative Bob Cochran, Amanda Allen, and Danielle Roberts with do-
nated goods

Continued from page 1TOWN BOARD
we do not know if we will have an election in 2021 or it will
be in 2022. The NC Board of Elections is debating about
moving municipal elections to even numbered years.”

The North Carolina State Board
of Elections (BOE) has asked the
North Carolina legislature to move
the municipal election of 2021 to
2022 and move the 2022 elections
back two months. This is because
the U.S. Census Bureau said it was
five months behind schedule in re-
leasing data that helps states con-
struct their districts lines for this
year. The district lines for the North
Carolina federal and state election
are redrawn every 10 years after the census, but the BOE wor-
ries that not moving it back would cause confusion and added
expense. 

While the town of Franklin would not be impacted by re-
drawn district lines because seats are elected at-large and not
by districts, other municipalities in the state are. Around 45

municipalities that have district elections in 2021 have the abil-
ity to change their own election dates. Lawmakers would have
to pass legislation changing the election dates for the remain-
ing municipalities. Rather than just address the impacts mu-
nicipalities, the state is calling for all elections to be delayed. 

The General Assembly, by statute, sets the time of munici-
pal elections, and sets the time of
candidate filing. The General As-
sembly can, if it chooses, delay the
2021 municipal elections, giving
cities time to receive the new cen-
sus numbers, draw the new dis-
tricts, have candidates file, and go
through the election. If the General
Assembly does that, it will, at the
same time, extend the terms of in-
cumbent city council members who

were to be up for re-election in 2021.
They would simply stay in office until after the delayed elec-
tions.  

“I am totally against this,” said Scott. “I do not want to see
our elections partisan, having primaries and being overshad-
owed by state and federal elections.  We are doing just fine
being non-partisan.”

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Pickup & Delivery Available

Equipment Sales, Repair,
and Rental Available

Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri.  8am-5pm • Wed. & Sat.  8am - Noon

NCDMV online services to allow for state-issued ID card renewals 
The N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles expanded its online

services and now customers can renew state-issued identifi-
cation cards.

Individuals with a state-issued ID can skip making an of-
fice appointment and renew online by going to
payments.ncdot.gov and follow the instructions.  State-is-
sued IDs can be renewed up to six months before they ex-
pire.  The price to renew an ID is $14, plus the $3 online
convenience fee. However, there are also ID holders who
can renew for free. That information can be found at
h t t p s : / / w w w . n c d o t . g o v / d m v / l i c e n s e -

id/identification/Pages/default.aspx under No-Fee ID Cards.
Obtaining an initial state-issued ID still requires a visit to

a driver license office.  Information on obtaining an ID card
can be found on the DMV website.

NCDMV offers online access for many services, includ-
ing driver license renewals, ordering duplicate licenses and
ID cards, driving record requests, driver license office ap-
pointments, registration renewals, vehicle property tax pay-
ments, duplicate registration cards, ordering personalized and
specialty plates, payment of insurance lapse fines, and ap-
plying for voter registration.

“I am totally against this. I do
not want to see our elections 
partisan, having primaries and
being overshadowed by state 
and federal elections.” 

  – Mayor Bob Scott

SUBSCRIBE
FOR ONLY

Per Year • Includes Tax

$29.00

26 W. Main St.
Franklin, NC

(828) 369-6767

https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinPowerSports/
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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OUTDOOR SECTIONAL $1999

DAYLON SOFA $549 CALLISBURG SOFA $699

SOLETREN SOFA $699

OUTDOOR GLIDER LOVESEAT $599OUTDOOR SECTIONAL $1699

SSPPRRIINNGG IISS HHEERREESPRING IS HERE

MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT ST. • FRANKLIN, NC          (828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

ABNEY CHAISE  SOFA
$599

https://www.MaconFurnitureMart.com
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U.S. CORPORATIONs • ESTATEs, LLCs, TRUSTs
AT EAGLE TAX BREAKS, we believe in

Accuracy. Integrity. Personal Service.
1090 HIGHLANDS ROAD • FRANKLIN, NC 28734 • 828-524-1140

We print 1099 and W2 forms for small businesses
and provide bookkeeping and payroll services year round.

WE ARE READY TO
E-FILE FOR YOU!
If you have your
W2s or other
paperwork and
are ready to file,
we are ready

to send.

Serving WNC for 24 Years
$25 OFF

Tax Preparation
Additional $25 credit
on your bill for NEW CLIENTS

Across from BI-LO

VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED!
Not Your Ordinary Tax Service!

Locally owned and operated by Carrie H. IvesPlease present coupon upon arrival

SPECIAL PRICING FOR AARP MEMBERS

EEAAGGLLEE TTAAXX BBRREEAAKKSS PPLLUUSS

CALL FOR DROP OFF OPTIONS • CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE

WHT names Roberta Jefferson Swank Macon Matriarch 2021 
Theresa Ramsey
WHT Leadership Team

The Women’s History Trail (WHT)
project of the Folk Heritage Association
of Macon County (FHAMC) adopted
an activity in 2018 that continues each
March as a part of Women’s History
Month.  This annual celebratory event
honors a special “WHT Macon Matri-
arch” and her role as trailblazer to help
shape a better future for Macon County.
Since its creation, three very deserv-

ing women have previously been dis-
tinguished as WHT Macon Matriarchs:
Margaret Ramsey (2018), Sally Kesler
(2019) and Dorothy Crawford (2020).  
This year, WHT is privileged to

honor Roberta Jefferson Swank as the
fourth “WHT Macon Matriarch.”  Due
to COVID19 concerns and in lieu of a
more formal event, a smaller gathering
was held on March 26, on Swank’s out-
side porch where ladies from various
walks of her life, including her daugh-
ter, Laureen, joined her in this impor-
tant recognition.  FHAMC Chairperson
Anne Hyder presented Roberta with a
framed certificate that reads:  “Your dedica-
tion to the people of Macon County through
community service, your excellent work
ethic and your many years of willingness to
help others earn you a perfect choice for this
award.  You exemplify the description of a
‘strong woman’ and we are proud to have
you as a colleague!  We honor you today with
the annual Macon Matriarch Award.”
Claire Suminski, one of the key event or-

ganizers and a member of the WHT Com-
mittee, shared a “This is Your Life”
presentation containing Swank’s bio as well
as letters and well wishes from a cross-sec-
tion of individuals privileged to have either
worked or volunteered with her in one of her
many roles of service.  Some highlights col-
lected from comments are listed below:
Bio: Born in 1937 in Glendale, WV,

Roberta was a descendant of Thomas Jeffer-
son’s brother.  She was an only child, at-
tended a one-room schoolhouse and was
proudly the first in her family to go to col-

stated that “as a
member of this Board
which dealt with is-
sues such as Pre-
p a r e d n e s s ,
Accreditation, Well
Water Program, Per-
sonnel Issues, Budget
Planning and much
more, not only did
Roberta work hard
but she asked the
hard questions and
added humor when
needed.  It was a
great pleasure to
work with her.”
Macon County 4-

H: “Roberta was my
4-H Leader for many
years in the Iotla
Community.  I
thought she was fan-
tastic,” shared Becky
Ramsey Estes, a
long-time family
friend.
Macon County

Public Library: Swank was instrumental in
fundraising efforts to build the existing li-
brary. Friend Sally Dyar volunteers with
Swank at the Friends of the Library Book-
store as she continues to support literacy in
Macon County.
First United Methodist Church: David

Beam Senior Pastor shared, “Roberta and
Wayne may not have been born in Macon
County but upon arrival, their love of this
community and its people through their serv-
ice and involvement endeared them to even
the most exclusive of residents.  Roberta is
an incredibly intelligent, articulate, faith-
filled and staunchly independent person who
is passionate about the things that matter
most.  Demure is not a word that describes

her! But words like savvy, intentional, dedi-
cated and devoted certainly do.  I am thrilled
to help honor Roberta among the legacy of
women who have gone before her as treas-
ures of this community.”
Philanthropic Educational Organization

(PEO) Scholarship Committee: On behalf of
PEO, Sue Hirsch and Rev. Margaret Free-
man expressed, “Roberta continues to serve
on the scholarship committee of PEO.  Her
desire to help young women in Macon
County is why she has been instrumental in
helping develop the Ewing-Huffman PEO
Scholarship for young women who excel in
leadership, academics and service.”
Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory (Kathy,

Chris, Patsy, Cindy): “Roberta embraced the
ideal of Coweeta and regarded everyone who
worked there as family.  She opened her
home and heart to us from the beginning and
continues to be our dear friend to this day.”
“Our WHT team is truly pleased to honor

you with the WHT Macon Matriarch award,”
WHT Co-Chair Mary Polanski said.  “Your
giving to this community is like a shining
light of persistence and success.”  
“Macon County is a much better place be-

cause of your dedication and hard work in so
many ways: library, schools, 4-H and much
more.  You are truly deserving of this award.
Thank you for being a strong leader and ad-
vocate for so many!”  WHT member Theresa
Ramsey shared in a letter. 
Ongoing projects of the Folk Heritage As-

sociation of Macon County Women’s His-
tory Trail include “Walking in Her Steps”
and the WHT Sculpture Project, a special
bronze art sculpture titled “Sowing the Seeds
of the Future” which depicts three local his-
torical women (a white woman, an African
American woman and a Cherokee woman).
Visit the organization’s website
www.FolkHeritageAssociation.org or email
WHT leadership at
whtmaconnc@gmail.com to learn more.

Robert Swank has been named Women’s History Trail’s Macon Matriarch 2021.
Photos by Karen Lawrence

Robert Swank visits with Claire Suminski, member of the Women’s History Trail committee.

lege after receiving a scholarship to West
Virginia University. She met her husband,
Wayne, at a Methodist church group and got
married one week after graduation. Roberta
and Wayne moved to Macon County when
he began working at the Coweeta Hydro-
logic Laboratory. She is the mother of four
children, Laureen, Doug, Scott and Mark.
Dietician/Food Service:“Roberta was the

official dietician for all hospitals in the re-
gion for 10 years” shared Claire Suminski.
“She is the kind of leader who leads by ex-
ample and lifts others up.” Jane Morgan
(previous Environment Health Depart/Pub-
lic Health Center) added,  “Roberta super-
vised the food service for Macon County
Schools.  Her knowledge in food science was
exemplary!  The employees respected her
because of her honesty and willingness to
work.  She never asked anyone to do any-
thing she wouldn’t do.”
Macon County Board of Health: Anne

Hyder (previous Assistant Health Director)

https://www.facebook.com/ETBships/
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M A C O N
C O U N T Y

A U T H O R S
E L I G I B I L I T Y

The Arts Council is creating
a tabloid-style publication
showcasing local published
authors, to be released
summer 2021

•    Macon County residents,18 & older
•    Previously published works appropriate for all ages

TO  HAV E  YOUR  WORK  I N C LUD ED
•    Submit an excerpt, 500 to approx. 1000 words, from one of 
your published works – Fiction or nonfiction from a book, 
magazine or newspaper. (No Poetry this issue.)
•    Provide work’s name, publication date, publisher, author name, 
street and email address, phone number & 200 maximum word bio.

Mail to The Arts Council, P.O. Box 726, Franklin, NC 28744 
or email to arts4all@dnet.net

Submission Deadline: May 15,2021. There is no entry fee.

We’ll distribute publication free, in
print and digital form. This is to be an

ongoing project with future issues,
featuring a variety of art forms.

A T T E N T I O N

The Arts Council serves Macon County as a presenter,
promoter and resource for artists, cultural organizations
and schools, working to meet their goals. Contact us at
arts4all@dnet.net  828-524-ARTS

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Leaders from across North Carolina gath-
ered at Western Carolina University last Friday
afternoon to celebrate the groundbreaking of a
new electricity facility. The new facility will
replace WCU’s current Steam Plant originally
built in the 1920s.
Of the 123 buildings Western Carolina Uni-

versity campus, 35 buildings (comprising ap-
proximately 2.2M square feet) are connected
to the campus central steam plant. The balance
of campus facilities are heated by local means
(boilers, heat pump, geothermal, etc.). The
campus central steam plant is housed in a
building originally constructed in the 1920s.
The steam plant has the capacity of produc-

ing 97,000 pounds of steam per hour. On cold
days, the plant is operating at or near 100% ca-
pacity. The Steam Plant operates 24 hour per
day 365 days per year, and has two miles of un-
derground steam and condensate lines.
The power plant has been a top priority for

WCU for the last decade, with funding being
pieced mealed by the General Assembly over
the last few years. With the enrollment growth
that WCU has experienced in the past several
years, the university in 2012 identified re-
placement of the steam plant with a more effi-
cient and more reliable energy source as its No.
1 capital improvements project. The steam
plant, which includes elements that are nearly
100 years old, supplies heat and hot water to
most of campus.
WCU Chancellor Kelli R. Brown spoke to

the work of WCU staff to keep the university’s
water and power source operating for nearly a
century.
“I think this is a day that many folks here

never believed would actually happen,” Brown
said. “The current steam plant behind me was
completed in 1924 and has been our No. 1 cap-
ital improvement project priority since 2012.
Think about that for just a moment, a critical
infrastructure for the operation of our campus
that is nearly a century old. Talk about bang for
the buck.”
As part of the 2017 budget, state legislators

appropriated $750,000 for WCU to begin plan-
ning and design of a replacement for the steam

plant, with an initial installment of $16.5 mil-
lion included in the state budget approved in
2018. The second $16.5 million installment
was included in the 2020 legislative “mini-
budget.” The funding for the replacement plant
at WCU was the largest funded capital project
in the state in the 2020 budget.
Late Chancellor David O. Belcher was a

vocal advocate for securing funding to address
what he characterized as “one of the most acute
and critical infrastructure needs facing our
campus – our antiquated steam plant.” He re-
ferred to it as “the steam museum.”
Senator Kevin Corbin attended the ground-

breaking and spoke of a trip to see the Steam
Plant with Belcher when he saw the inside of
the boiler  held together with duct tape.
“I am proud to be here today to see this proj-

ect finally get underway,” Senator Corbin said.
“Chancellor Belcher made replacing this facil-
ity a top priority and I can’t think of a better
way to honor his contribution to WCU than to
see it through.”
The existing steam plant will be maintained

and kept in operation until the new facility is
up and running in order to continue providing
heat and hot water while the new plant is being
built. The new energy production facility, like
the current steam plant, will operate using nat-
ural gas, with No. 2 fuel oil as a backup source
of power. Fuel storage tanks will be relocated
to the rear of the new building.
The new facility will be a two-story struc-

ture, with boilers, piping, and a control room
located at the top floor and water pumps, treat-
ment equipment, and generators on the lower
floor. While the new facility will have its own
smokestack, the design will keep the current
smokestack as a nod to university history.
It will also include a lobby and administra-

tive offices. As a tribute to Chancellor Belcher
and to honor his reference of the plant as a
“museum” the new facility will include space
to display some of the old plant’s equipment
including a steam whistle once used to signal
the start and end of a workday, midday lunch
break and, with a long continuous blast, spe-
cial events or warnings.

Brittney Lofthouse contributed to this arti-
cle.

Officials break ground for multi-million 
dollar energy production facility at WCU

https://www.nantahalabank.com/
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UP FOR ADOPTION

Appalachian Animal Rescue Center
828-524-4588  851 Lake Emory Road, Franklin, NC

Stella
1 1/2 years old. Doberman/hound mix.

Leash trained, very sweet. Volunteers’ Favorite.
loves dogs and Children/kids. No Cats.

Likes to be with her person or another dog.
BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY 

AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

24 E. MAIN ST.
FRANKLIN, NC
828.369.7300

INTRODUCING Reversible Travel
& Rain Capes

TROUT FISHING
NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT

OPEN Weekends Only April, May & Oct.
OPEN 7 Days a Week June & July

828-349-9034
4175 Tellico Rd., Franklin, NC

A Stocked Catch Out Pond with
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and even Golden Trout .

•KID FRIENDLY! •WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BAIT
We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a
Golden
Trout
it’s FREE

Franklin Panthers Football falls to Pisgah Bears 34-11
Franklin High School Panthers fell to the Pisgah Bears, 34-11, in
a hard fought battle Friday night in the Panther Pit. Fresh off the
41-0 routing of East Henderson last week, the Panthers couldn’t
record a second home win. The first quarter ended scoreless for
both teams and the half ended with a touchdown for the Bears
and a field goal for the Panthers for a score of 7-3. Junior Quar-
terback Chris McGuire scored the lone touchdown in the third
quarter. Friday is Senior Night as the Panthers play Smoky Moun-
tain at home. Photos by Vickie Carpenter

https://www.facebook.com/maconcounty.humanesociety/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
https://www.tellicottrout.com
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Conference realignment moves Franklin to 3A 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

The North Carolina High School Athletics Association
Board of Directors recently voted to approve a realignment
plan finalized in February, confirming new athletic confer-
ences that go into effect over the summer and will be in
place through the 2024-25 school year.
Both the Franklin High School Panthers and the Smoky

Mountain High School Mustangs will be moving from their
current 2A classification up to a 3A conference standing. 
The realignment places both schools in Conference 54

(3A, WMAC/Mountain Six) which is made up of East Hen-
derson, Franklin, North Henderson, Pisgah, Smoky Moun-
tain, Tuscola, and West Henderson.
Like Franklin and Smoky Mountain which moved up a

conference to make up Conference 54, East Henderson and
Pisgah were also moved from 2A to 3A.
The new realignment means Franklin and Smoky Moun-

tain will no longer be competing against Brevard or Hen-
dersonville in conference play and will now face off against
North Henderson, Tuscola, and West Henderson, in addition

to the current conference rivals of Pisgah and East Hender-
son. 
It will be up to member schools to vote on the new official

name for the conference at a later date. 
Swain County will remain a 1A school and was placed in

Conference 43 (1A, Smoky Mountain Conference) which is
made up of Andrews, Blue Ridge Early College, Cherokee,
Hayesville, Highlands, Hiwassee Dam, Murphy, Nantahala,
Robbinsville, Swain County, Tri-County Early College.
Swain County will no longer compete against Rosman.  
However the 1A conference could change again before the

2025 realignment plan is finalized, as Andrews High, Mur-
phy, and Hiwassee Dam are all set to consolidate into one
high school, which would remove them from the 1A Con-
ference 43 and place them in a 3A conference.  
Member schools of Conference 43 will meet and first de-

cide on a conference name, which has historically been the
Smoky Mountain Conference and then second, further di-
vide the conference to separate out smaller schools like
Highlands, Nantahala, and Blue Ridge School to the Little
Smoky Mountain Conference.

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or 
(828)524-3395

SSPPAA SSPPEECCIIAALLSS
MANI/PEDI & MASSAGE

$99.95

SS PPRR IINNGGTTIIMMEE IISS HHEERREE!!
BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Open: Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5:30pm

10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

Arise & Shine
Thrift Store
Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. 

Franklin, NC
(828) 634-0217

Hours:  Tuesday – Saturday  10am – 4pm

Saturday, April 10 COAT SALE

“...the fundamental purpose animating the Faith of God
and His Religion is to safeguard the interests
and promote the unity of the human race...”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH

11--880000--222288--66448833    wwwwww..bbaahhaaii..uuss
WWeeeekkllyy ddeevvoottiioonnss aanndd ddiissccuussssiioonnss iinn FFrraannkklliinn,, ooppeenn ttoo aallll.. CCaallll 330022--338833--66883355..

FFrraannkklliinn •• MMuurrpphhyy •• SSyyllvvaa •• WWaayynneessvviillllee

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/WhistleStopDepotNC/
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LOST DOG & CAT
DOG LOST ON

WIDE HORIZON
DRIVE

8 YEAR OLD MALE

828-399-1956

CAT LOST ON
BIDWELL
STREET

6 YEAR OLD MALE

828-283-3617 555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATIONWIDE
LIFETIME

WRITTEN WARRANTY

NOTHING BEATS A REAL RHINO

Authorized Dealer

Camper Top
Authorized Dealer

Rhino Linings and other accessories available at

UUllttiimmaattee TTrruucckk AAcccceessssoorriieess
The only Rhino Linings dealer west of Asheville. Serving you since 2007.

BUSINeSS

Primitive Outback’s  new owners join chamber 
The Franklin Chamber of Commerce recently wel-

comed Primitive Outback Kayaking and Gem Mining to
its membership with a ribbon cutting celebration.  

Primitive Outback is located off Hwy 441 N in Otto at
155 Robin Lynn Lane.  New owners Ivan and Jen Glick
are excited to offer fun for the entire family.  Primitive
Outback is open Thursday through Monday from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. and are closed Tuesday and Wednesday.

“Gem Mining rain or shine at our covered outdoor
Gem Flume along the Little Tennessee River. We have
many different sizes of Gem Buckets and a Gem and Fos-
sil Bucket just waiting for you to find your hidden treas-
ure.  You will fine topaz, rubies, amethyst, emeralds and
many other types of gemstones. We welcome all rock-
hounds and treasure seekers.  We will help you to iden-
tify your gems and fossils during your adventure” said
Jen Glick.

Primitive Outback also offers leisurely self-guided kayak
trips down the Little Tennessee River. The trips are 2 1/2 -
3 hours long and they supply you with all your equipment
needed.  Kayakers have seen river otters, beavers, deer and
endless birds on their trip down the river. It is a beautiful
and peaceful trip to enjoy nature at its best. For those who
have their own equipment, Primitive Outback offer sa
"Drop and Shuttle Service" so that you can use your own
equipment and enjoy the river. It’s also a beautiful location
to picnic overlooking the beautiful Little Tennessee.

If you have questions or would like to make reservations,
call 828-349-1717. Your adventure and treasure await you.
Check them out at www.PrimitiveOutback.com.

New owners of Primitive Outback Ivan and Jen Glick cut the rib-
bon with chamber representatives Gary Shields, Cindy Caven-
der and Linda Harbuck.

Avoid these mistakes when 
looking for your first home 

While shopping for a home is exciting, it’s also a complex
process that can be overwhelming and easily lead to costly
mistakes for unprepared first-time homebuyers.

“As with most things in life, preparation is key to success
— particularly with buying your first home,” said Jeremy
Wine, manager of housing counseling services with  a HUD-
approved nonprofit housing counseling agency. “Ultimately,
you want to find a home you love without risking your fi-
nancial security or stability. Otherwise, you may end up in a
house that owns you rather than the other way around.”

Wine offers five mistakes homebuyers should avoid:
• Overspending. It’s easy to fall in love with a home and

end up paying more than you can afford. Overspending puts
you at greater risk of foreclosure if you fall behind on pay-
ments. Plus, a higher mortgage payment leaves you with less
wiggle room in your monthly budget for other expenses. It’s
important to stick to your budget and not overextend.

• Being unprepared for the mortgage process. Finding the
right mortgage is complex and time-consuming. Have all
necessary financial documents and details ready to submit to
your lender. Shop around and get multiple mortgage quotes.
It could potentially save you big money.

• Forgoing a home inspection. Always pay for a home in-
spection. They cost up to $500 but can uncover critical is-
sues that may cost much more to fix down the line if they’re
not identified before your closing date.

• Forgetting about closing costs. You saved for a down
payment, but what about closing costs? Due at the time of
closing, such fees usually total several thousand dollars,
amounting to 2% to 5% of your mortgage amount. If you
don’t properly plan and walk away from the deal, you’ll lose
all expenses you have already paid, like your earnest deposit. 

• Underestimating ownership costs. Homeownership costs
more than just your mortgage payment. You’re also respon-
sible for utility bills, repairs and maintenance costs. Be sure
to allow for these expenses during your home search.

First-time homebuyers also should not forget to explore
homebuying programs that help with closing costs or down-
payment assistance on first homes. Buyers must meet certain
requirements to qualify including income limits, staying
below a certain purchase price and passing an online home-
buyer education course. To learn more, visit takechargeam-
erica.org or call (866) 987-2008.

http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/
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Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.
A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

If you value your
eye sight, trust a
Board Certified

Ophthalmologist.

Dr. Shaller is accepting new patients.
Cataract, Glaucoma & Diabetic Evaluations.

Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral
Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734

828.369.4236
FAX 828.369.0753

WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

N.C. opens up vaccine eligibility 
Governor Roy Cooper and North Carolina

Department of Health and Human Services
Secretary Mandy K. Cohen, M.D. gave an
update on the state’s current data, trends and
vaccination progress as Wednesday marks
the opening of vaccine eligibility for Group
5. this means anyone 16 years and older
who wants a COVID-19 vaccination is eli-
gible to get one.

“We remain focused on getting people
vaccinated as quickly and as equitably as
possible and continuing to slow the spread
of the virus,” said Cooper. “the more people
we vaccinate, the more we can safely do.”

North Carolina continues to focus on dis-
tributing vaccines quickly and equitably. to
date, the state has administered over 5.2 mil-
lion doses. 39 percent of those 18 and up is
at least partially vaccinated, and 26 percent
of those 18 and up have been fully vacci-
nated. 

“these tested, safe and effective COVID-
19 vaccines will help us get back in control
of our lives and back to the people and
places we love – like safely hugging a grand-
mother, traveling to see vaccinated family or
friends, or having a potluck dinner with your
vaccinated neighbors,” said Secretary
Cohen.

North Carolina’s work to reach under-
served and historically marginalized popula-
tions and deliver equitable access to
COVID-19 vaccines is a model approach for
the country, according to a new report re-
leased this week by the Duke-Margolis Cen-
ter for Health Policy and the National
Governors association Center for Best Prac-
tices (NGa).

the report, Prioritizing equity in COVID-
19 Vaccinations: Promising Practices from
States to Reduce Racial and ethnic Dispari-
ties, highlights promising actions states can
take to promote equitable vaccination within

historically marginalized communities, re-
duce systemic barriers to vaccine access, and
improve race and ethnicity data to inform
vaccine distribution. 

In particular, North Carolina is showcased
for:

– Increasing vaccine supply allotments for
counties with larger populations from his-
torically marginalized communities, partic-
ularly when the state was focused on
vaccinating people 65 and older.

– Prioritizing community-based vaccina-
tion approaches such as funding community
health workers and enabling community-
based organizations to host mass vaccine
events, which builds trust in vaccines and in-
creases access to them within historically
marginalized communities.

– Removing systematic barriers to vaccine
access, such as transportation. North Car-
olina allocated $2.5 million to local transit
authorities to offset public transportation
costs for North Carolinians to get to and
from their vaccine appointments. 

North Carolina has been nationally recog-
nized for its vaccine efforts prior to the
Duke-Margolis Center and NGa report. the
CDC ranked the state in the top 10 for equi-
table vaccine coverage, and Bloomberg
News reported on North Carolina's data-dri-
ven approach to reducing disparities in vac-
cination rates.

last month, Cooper and NCDHHS
launched Healthier together with the NC
Counts Coalition. this new public private
partnership will increase the number of in-
dividuals from historically marginalized
populations who receive COVID-19 vacci-
nations and will provide a foundation for a
longer-term framework for health equity.

For more information on promoting
COVID-19 vaccine equity in North Car-
olina, visit covid19.ncdhhs.gov.

Mountain
Medical

Directory
Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Volunteer blood donors essential 
With no substitute for blood and no way to

manufacture it, volunteer donors are essential
for hospital patients in need of transfusions.
During National Volunteer Month this april,
the american Red Cross is celebrating the
blood, platelet and plasma donors who help
fulfill its lifesaving mission and urging healthy
individuals to join them in giving. 

Nearly 2.6 million Red Cross volunteer
donors step up every year to ensure blood is on
the shelves when patients need it. the gen-
erosity of these heroes has been especially im-
pactful over the past year as they helped the
Red Cross continue to meet patient needs amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

the Red Cross continues to urge healthy in-
dividuals, especially those with type O blood,
to give blood to ensure hospitals can meet pa-
tient needs. Schedule a donation appointment
by downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor
app, visiting RedCrossBlood.org, calling 1-
800-ReD CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or en-
abling the Blood Donor Skill on any alexa
echo device.

as a special thank-you, those who come to
give by april 30 will be entered for a chance to
win one of five $1,000 e-gift cards to a mer-
chant of choice. additional details are available
at rcblood.org/Gift.

Health insights for donors
the Red Cross is testing blood, platelet and

plasma donations for COVID-19 antibodies.
the test may indicate if the donor’s immune
system has produced antibodies to this coron-
avirus, regardless of whether they developed
symptoms. testing may also identify the pres-
ence of antibodies developed after receiving a
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Plasma from routine blood and platelet do-
nations that test positive for high levels of an-
tibodies may be used as convalescent plasma to
meet potential future needs of COVID-19 pa-

tients. Convalescent plasma is a type of blood
product collected from COVID-19 survivors
who have antibodies that may help patients
who are actively fighting the virus. 

to protect the health and safety of Red Cross
staff and donors, it is important that individu-
als who do not feel well or believe they may
be ill with COVID-19 postpone donation.  

Donors can expect to receive antibody test
and sickle cell trait screening results, if appli-
cable, within one to two weeks through the
Red Cross Blood Donor app and the online
donor portal at RedCrossBlood.org. 

Blood drive safety
each Red Cross blood drive and donation

center follows the highest standards of safety
and infection control, and additional precau-
tions – including temperature checks, social
distancing and face masks for donors and staff
– have been implemented to help protect the
health of all those in attendance. Donors
are asked to schedule an appointment prior to
arriving at the drive and are required to wear
a face mask while at the drive.

In Franklin, Red Cross Blood drives are
being held Friday, april 16, at Discover
Church, 47 Macon Center Drive, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; and thursday, april 22, at First Bap-
tist Church, 69 Iotla Street, from 12:30 to 5
p.m.

Download the american Red Cross Blood
Donor app, visit RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-
800-ReD CROSS (1-800-733-2767)  or en-
able the Blood Donor Skill on any alexa echo
device to make an appointment or for more in-
formation. a blood donor card or driver’s li-
cense or two other forms of identification are
required at check-in. Individuals who are 17
years of age in most states (16 with parental
consent where allowed by state law), weigh at
least 110 pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate blood. 

HealtH

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
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Republic requires virtue of citizens and leaders to work
I'm beginning to understand what Benjamin Franklin

meant when encountering a woman on the street follow-
ing the constitutional convention.   "Mr. Franklin, what
have you bequeathed us?" His reply: "A republic, Madam,
if you can keep it."

Let us be united in interpreting what we're talking about.
A republic (according to Webster) is "a state in which the
supreme power rests in the body of citizens entitled to vote
and is exercised by representatives chosen directly or in-
directly by them."   Similarly, a democracy is "government
by the people; a form of government in which the supreme
power is vested in the people and exercised directly by
them or by their elected agents under a free electoral sys-
tem.

We have, over time, developed and made work a repub-
lican (small r) form of government.  Remarkably, a hand-
ful of men, in a country of less than four million people,
had the skills, wisdom and insight to debate and create a
system with the capacity to lead the world.

Underneath it all, what Washington, Adams, Jefferson,
Madison, Hamilton, and others instinctively realized and
what prompted Franklin's remark ("a republic - if you can
keep it") was the belief that the ultimate success of their
new found republic rested on the willingness of its people
to do the right thing.

A key element of the framer's conviction was that virtue
had to be part and parcel of republican government. More
than just moral standing, honesty and integrity, they fur-
ther believed (which Madison made abundantly clear)
virtue involved "a sense of civic self-sacrifice and the abil-
ity to overcome self-interest and act for the benefit of the
broader community" (as expressed by former Indiana Con-
gressman, Lee Hamilton). The early framers unequivocally
expected that extraordinary level of virtue and not just in
political leaders but in citizens themselves.

These principled and unconditional doctrines allowed
the framers (without doubts or misgivings) and "with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence," to
"mutually pledge to each other their Lives, Fortunes, and
sacred Honor."

As incongruous as it may seem, they made that solemn
pledge with the clear understanding and recognition that
the whole thing would undoubtedly fail if the people lacked
the capacity to make it work.

Many Americans appear to have lost trust in government
and in one another.   If we regard the violent, deadly,
shameless attack on our Capitol January 6th by our own
people a measure of our ability to make our republic work,
I would say we have fallen significantly short of the
framer's expectations.

Is it too far-fetched to conclude therefore, that if the
framers were alive today, having witnessed recent events

(including the shameful participation of a president), that
they would look upon many of our choices of leaders as
conspicuously not in the best interests of preserving our
democracy or republic but indisputably endangering both?

It is imperative we look back and remember that every-
thing depends on us; our children's future, our way of life,
our survival... everything.  

David Snell – Franklin, N.C.

From the office of 
N.C. Rep. Karl Gillespie

For the week beginning
March 22, 2021, I attended the
Wildlife Resources Commit-
tee, as well as the Agriculture
Committee and Joint Appro-
priations Committee. I also at-
tended a Senate Committee
that provided a presentation
from the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality on landslide
mapping, a critical topic that
directly impacts Western North Carolina.

On Tuesday, March 23, 2021, the House convened to
vote on a total of six bills. Among the bills considered
were:

H136 – Encourage Healthy NC Food in Schools,
which would require that 100% muscadine grape juice
be made available in every public school in the State. I
voted in favor of the bill and it passed the House by a
vote of 91-22.

H243 – UNC Legislative Priorities/COVID-19 Im-
pacts, would allow The University of North Carolina
(UNC) to address budgetary and other impacts of
COVID-19.  It passed the House by a vote of 117-0.

On Wednesday, March 23, 2021, the House convened
for a voting session that consisted of 13 bills. My second
bill as the lead primary sponsor, HB94, Graham Occu-
pancy Tax, was voted on and passed by a vote of 106-11.
It now goes to the Senate for consideration.

Additional bills that the House considered on Wednes-
day, include:

HB70 – Historic School Preservation Act, which
would help to preserve historic and abandoned school
buildings. I voted in favor and the bill passed 114-3.

HB224 – Occupational Therapy Interstate Compact,
establishing North Carolina as part of the Occupational
Therapy Interstate Compact, with the goal of improving
public access to occupational therapy services by pro-
viding for the mutual recognition of other member state
licenses.  HB224 passed 119-0.

HB238 – Prohibit Possession of Skimming Device,
adds the definition of a skimming device to the Financial
Transaction Card Crime Act and makes the possession,
sale, or delivery of a skimming device a Class I felony.
The bill passed 119-0.

Thursday's session consisted of eight bills, including:
HB36 – Protect Those Who Serve and Protect, would

increase the punishment for discharging or attempting to
discharge a firearm at or into an unoccupied emergency

Karl Gillespie

Keep living life and mind your own business
As if there wasn't enough for people to be worked up

over all the chaos created by corrupt politicians and the
virus circus show.  Today we have multiple confirmed ra-
bies cases in Macon County as reported by our local news-
papers and wildlife biologists.  Just last Saturday another
raccoon was shot on a Cowee property because it was act-
ing sickly in broad daylight and showed no fear of hu-
mans.   The wildlife guys were called to test the animal,
and it came back positive for rabies.  While I am a believer
in rabies vaccines for pets, I don't think everyone will be
rushing to get a human rabies vaccination anytime soon to
prevent the spread of it.  However, if the crooked politi-
cians who have an abysmal record of telling the truth saw
an opportunity to exploit confirmed rabies cases, they
would surely do it.  Many people would no doubt follow
the "official" narrative without thinking for themselves or
understanding that life is dangerous in general.  Threats are
everywhere that are out of our control, especially driving
on the highways, but we all need to calm down and keep
living life while minding our own business.  I doubt that
will happen anytime soon given the current climate of fear-
mongering, gross misinformation, and busybodies, but it
is something to keep in mind.  In the meantime, perhaps
the do-gooder, virtue signaling crowd who want to con-
front non-maskers in grocery stores or legislate intrusive
regulations can descend upon Macon County and convince
the coons and stray dogs to socially distance from each
other and wear face coverings in the woods?  Maybe even
Saint Fauci can make an appearance to ask the skunks and
foxes to self-quarantine to flatten the curve of rabies in our
area?  Until then, we can always trust the Lord in His sov-
ereignty and use common sense to live our lives since gov-
ernment and mainstream media continue to prove they
cannot be trusted. 

Jim Gaston – Franklin, N.C.
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vehicle and increase the punishment for pointing a
laser device at a law enforcement officer or other emer-
gency personnel when the person or animal is in per-
formance of his or her duties. The bill passed by a vote
of 119-0.

HB205 – Abuse and Neglect Resources in Public
Schools, would require public schools to provide in-
formation and resources on child abuse and neglect to
students. The bill passed 119-0.

HB271 – Eminent Domain, proposes that the North
Carolina Constitution be amended to prohibit condem-
nation of private property except for a public use and to
require the payment of just compensation for the prop-
erty taken in an amount to be determined by jury trial,
if requested by any party. The bill also makes a con-
forming statutory change to state the purpose for which
property may be taken by eminent domain as "public
use." I voted in favor of the bill and it passed 101-17.

The legislative week beginning March 29, 2021,
started with various committee meetings before voting
sessions on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. In re-
cent weeks the pace of session has rapidly increased as
the House considers various legislation with the bill fil-
ing deadline quickly approaching. For non-appropria-
tions bills, the deadline to file is April 20 and for bills
with an appropriation, the filing deadline is May 11.

Among the many bills that the House voted on this
week, were:

HB11 – Regulate Alcohol Consumables, would reg-
ulate alcohol in certain manufactured food products in
the same manner as the type of alcohol contained in the
product. I voted in favor of the bill and it passed 116-
1.

HB46 – State Human Resources Act/Stronger
Whistleblower Protection, strengthens the whistle-
blower protections in the North Carolina Human Re-
sources Act. I voted in favor of the bill and it passed
the House 117-2.

HB203 – Extend Deadline for Police Telecommuni-
cators, which extends the deadline for certification of
police telecommunicators. The bill passed 119-0.

HB264 – Emergency Powers Accountability Act,
would require the Governor to get approval from the
Council of State for statewide executive orders. I voted
in favor of the bill and it passed 69-50.

HB351 – Clifford's Law, would require the Secretary
of the Department of Health and Human Services to es-
tablish visitation protocols during declared disasters
and emergencies that provide visitation rights for pa-
tients in nursing homes, combination homes, and hos-
pice care facilities. I voted in favor of the bill and it
passed 104-15.

Did You Know?
My first bill to pass the North Carolina House of

Representatives, House Bill 81, received publicity in
an article from the Carolina Journal "Freshman Rep
Takes up Decade-Long Push for Mountain College."

North Carolina tax filers will get another month to
complete their individual state returns, in keeping with
the IRS decision to push its April 15 deadline back to
May 17.

Recently Sponsored Legislation
HB346: Funds for Down Syndrome Programs
HB351: Clifford’s Law
HB358: Save Women’s Sports Act 
HB359: Driver Eligibility Certificate/License/Waiver

GILLESPIE Continued from
page 10

The Vagabond Band is back at the library 
The Macon County Public Library is once again

hosting Music with the Vagabonds Monday, April 19,
at 2 p.m. in the Library Meeting Room.

The Vagabond Band
The Vagabond Band plays at Macon County Public

Library, Macon Valley Nursing and Rehabilitation,
Franklin House, and Grandview Manor. 

The music is old country, oldies, old pop and some
gospel. 

Participating Bband members are :
– Penny Brewster plays guitar and vocals and she

likes train songs.
– Wild Bill Jackson on the harmonica and vocals but

not at the same time.
– Jim Hite plays guitar flat picking, finger picking,

rhythm, bass guitar, 6 string banjo and vocals.
– June Kirkland plays guitar and vocals.
Part time members May-Nov. - Roy Wood plays the

guitar and vocals and Martha Wood plays the fiddle and
vocals. All people entering the library are required to
wear a mask or other face covering. Social distancing
and sanitizing procedures will be observed. For more
information, call the library at (828)524-3600.

Stream monitoring event planned 
Macon County Public Library is
hosting “Habitat: That's Where It's
At!” event Saturday, April 10, at 1
p.m. in front of the library and the
Greenway. The purpose is to help
monitor the health of streams dur-
ing Citizen Science Month and be-
yond. The group will meet in front
of the library to download and
learn a little about the Stream Vi-
sual Assessment Protocol (SVAP),
then walk down to the Greenway
with Mainspring Conservation
Trust's aquatics expert Jason
Meador who will offer instruction
how to use the Citizen Science tool
to contribute to research biologists
are collecting about the Little Ten-
nessee River. To register, contact
Kristina Moe at the library;
kmoe@fontanalib.org or (828)524-
3600. Pictured are librarian Karen
Wallace, Meador, and Dr. William O.
McLarney, aquatic conservation
biologist.

Kindergarten orientation days 
Cartoogechaye Elementary, 3295 Old Murphy Road -

Friday, April 23 & Friday, April 30. Phone (828)524-2845. 
East Franklin Elementary, 100 Watauga Street - Friday,

May 7. Phone (828)524-3216 
Highlands School, 545 Pierson Drive - Friday, March

12 (parents only). Phone (828)526-2147. 
Iotla Valley Elementary, 1166 Iotla Church Road -  Fri-

day, April 9; Friday, April 16; Friday, April 23 & Friday,
April 30. Phone (828)524-2938.

Nantahala School, 213 Winding Stairs Road, Topton -
Friday, April 23. Phone (828) 321-4388.

South Macon Elementary, 855 Addington Bridge Road
- Friday, April 9 & Friday, April 16. Phone (828)369-
0796.

Seniors to parade through town
A Macon County High School Senior Parade is being planned

for Saturday, April 10. Participants include seniors from Franklin
High School, Macon Early College, Nantahala School, Highlands
School and Union Academy school. 
On Saturday, seniors will line up at FHS parking lot between 2:15

and 2:45 p.m., and will depart at 3 p.m. sharp with possible law en-
forcement escort. The parade will start at Franklin High School,  to
Wayah Street to Depot Street to Main Street to Porter Street and
end at the high school. Decorations on cars are encouraged, but
students are asked to not use decorations that could fall off or cause
a distraction for other drivers. Community and family support are
welcome and encouraged. Follow health guidelines.
Contact Lisa Ledford (828)371-4695 to RSVP or for additional

information. Note: Event is not sponsored by Franklin High School.



THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE12 THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021VOLUME 38    NUMBER 46

The Franklin High School 2021 Homecoming Court 

Andrea Terrell and escort Brian Terrell

Claire Holland and escort Kevin Holland

Amy Tippett and escort Steve Tippett

Gracie Elliott and escort Les Elliott

Corey Burrell and and escort Adam Burrell

Karli McMahan and escort Kevin McMahan

Emma Carruthers and escort Doug Carruthers

Olivia Owle and escort Katai Bouakhamphong

Anya Valentine and escort Virgil Valentine
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828.349.3390
Franklin, NC 

Serving All of 
Western North Carolina

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal
Excavating • Backhoe • Land Clearing

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling • Sewer & Water

Sealcoating & Striping

Sky Golebiewski-Kral and escort Rick Kral

Taylor Ensley and escort Todd Ensley

Dylan Garcia and escort Bryan HooperCanaan Drake and escort Joshua Drake

Hannah Angel and escort Jeremy Angel Junior escorts Ryker Stiles and Paxton Plemens

Photos by
Vickie Carpenter

http://www.gillettelawnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment made the following
arrests March 22 - April 4. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

March 29
Matthew Devon Perkins, was issued a Governor’s warrant.

Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 

March 30
Mark Alexander Anderson, was charged with drug/narcotic

violations. 

March 31
Charles Russell Edwards, was charged with simple posses-

sion of a schedule IV controlled substance, possession of
methamphetamine, possession of a firearm by a convicted
felon, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz, possession of drug
paraphernalia, attempted break and enter building, larceny,
possession of stolen goods/property. Adrian L. Mace made the
arrest. 
Joshua David Shelton, was issued a warrant. Matthew L.

Long made the arrest. 

April 1
William Gumar Ramos, was charged with violating do-

mestic violence protective order violation. Adrian L. Mace
made the arrest.
Henry Stacey Phillips, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest. 
Biaggio Withers, was issued warrant service. Nick Loft-

house made the arrest. 
Tyler Lee Watson, was issued a true bill of indictment.

Adrian L. Mace made the arrest.  
Michael Anthony Passafume, was issued a true bill of in-

dictment for a habitual felon. Adrian L. Mace Made the ar-
rest. 
Bruce Zachary McDonald, was charged with domestic vi-

olence protective order violation. Matthew L. Long made the
arrest. 

April 2
Amber Lynn Williamson, was issued warrant service for of-

fense committed in jurisdiction. Emileigh E. Sands made the
arrest. 
Jacqueline Beatrice Moore, was charged with probation vi-

olation. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

April 3
Willie Eldon Watts, was charged with domestic violence

protective order violation. Matthew L. Long made the arrest.
Avery Allison Bates, was charged with trafficking in

methamphetamine by possession, trafficking in methamphet-
amine by transportation, trafficking opium or heroin by pos-
session, trafficking opium or heroin by transportation,
possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz. Jordan C. Sutton made
the arrest. 
Edwin Michael Fusco, was trafficking in methamphetamine

by possession, trafficking in methamphetamine by trans-
portation, trafficking opium or heroin by possession, traffick-
ing opium or heroin by transportation. Jordan C. Sutton made

the arrest. 
Benjamin Gary Speed, was charged with trafficking in

methamphetamine by possession, trafficking in methamphet-
amine by transportation, trafficking opium or heroin by pos-
session, trafficking opium or heroin by transportation,
maintaining a vehicle for a controlled substances. Jordan c.
Sutton made the arrest. 

April 4
Monique Laverne Smith, was charged with probation vio-

lation, possession of methamphetamine, possession of heroin,
flee/elude arrest. Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.
Casey Lee Evans, was charged with school attendance law

violation. Matthew L. Long made the arrest.  

Franklin Police Department

March 27
Justin David Carver, 24, was charged with burglary break-

ing and entering. A secured bond of $16,000 was set. Sargent
Ashe made the arrest. 
Bailey Brooke Harrell, 25, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of heroin, possession of drug
paraphernalia. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. Officer Dula
made the arrest. 

March 28
Kristy Marianne Sheldon, 28, was charged with possession

of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. A se-
cured bond of $1,000 was set. 

March 29
Joseph Lee Samarco, 48, was charged with possession of

stolen goods/property. An unsecured bond of $1,000 was set.
Officer Hovis made the arrest. 
Ronnie Lee Queen, 39, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. Sargent
Norman made the arrest. 

March 30
Martin Allen Brink, 50, was issued a warrant for arrest for

domestic violence protective order. No bond was set. Officer
Hovis made the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

March 22
Laurence Gerard Hinton, 55, of Dillard Rd., was charged

with protective order violation. No bond was set. 
Tirell O. Timothy, 39, of Edge St. S.W., Atlanta, Ga., was

charged with failure to appear for second degree trespass. A se-
cured bond of $200 was set. 
John Banton Legere, 44, of Brown Ridge Rd., was charged

with failure to appear for possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession of heroin. A secured bond of $15,000 was set. 
Thomas Eugene Gibson, 56, of Mountain Oaks Lane, was

charged with assault on a female. An unsecured bond of $500
was set. 
Johnathan Fredrick Carver, 28, of Quite Forrest Lane, Bal-

sam, was charged with simple assault. No bond was set. 
Jess Harvey Cagle, 48, of Allens Branch Rd., was issued a

true bill of indictment for habitual felon. No bond was set. 
Jesse Douglas Cook, 39, of Harley Cove Rd., Whittier, was

charged with breaking and entering. No bond was set. 

March 23
Justin Ray Queen, 19, of Stillhouse Branch Rd., Bryson

City, was charged with failure to appear for trespassing, dam-
age to property, resist/public officer. A secured bond of $500
was set.  
Tabitha Sherel Henry, 31, of Pumpkin Town Rd., was

charged with failure to appear for misdemeanor probation vi-
olation for out of county. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

March 24
Jason Scott Armstrong, 45, of Sylva, was charged with failure

to appear for child support purge. A bond of $2,833.26 was set. 
Charles Albert Weeks, 39, of Sherrill Rd., Bryson City, was

issued a child support purge. A bond of $218.46 was set.
Charles Alden Brooks,  18, of Sugarloaf Rd., was charged

with second degree trespassing. No bond was set. 

March 25
Cameron Zane Turner, 22, of Emerson Poore Dr., Candler, was

charged with failure to appear for Watauga County. An unsecured
bond of $250 was set. 

March 26
Zachary Heath Nicholson, 27, of Laurel Knob Rd., Cashiers,

was charged with failure to appear for driving while license re-
voked, possession of marijuana paraphernalia, possession of mar-
ijuana. A secured bond of $250 was set. 
Amari Marqdise Rashadeen,  21, of Amberly Lane, Charlotte,

was charged with failure to appear for violation of court order. A
secured bond of $500 was set. 
Carolyn Rachael Reed, 23, of Potato Patch Dr., Cherokee, was

charged with violation of court order. A secured bond of $4,000
was set. 

March 28
Adam Warren-David Evitt, 32, of Windy Gap Rd., Cul-

lowhee, was charged with possession of a firearm by a felon.
A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Amber Sherice Crowe, 34, of Mink Branch Rd., Cherokee,

was charged with probation violation. A secured bond of
$15,000 was set. 
David Jason Johnson, 39, of Beavor Rd., Lake Toxaway,

was issued a fugitive warrant. A secured bond of $2,000 was
set.  

March 29
Nadya Alyssa Nansi Colon, 20, of Chestnut Knoll Lane,

Charlotte, was charged with simple assault. No bond was set.
Trenton Jeremy Franks,  27, Of Sylva, was issued a fugitive

order for other state. A secured bond of $50,000 was set. 
Tanya Lynn Maney, 31, of A Model Dr., Whittier, was

charged with obtaining property by false pretense. No bond
was set. 
James Colby McCoslin, 38, of Oak Hill. was issued a fugi-

tive warrant. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 
Krystal Leann Ogle, 31, of Clarence Hall Rd., was charged

with obtaining property by false pretense, identity therft. A se-
cured bond of $30,000 was set. 

March 30
Mark Wayne Carver, 31, of Berts Creek Rd., Robbinsville,

was charged with possession of marijuana paraphernalia, pos-
session of marijuana up to 1/2 oz, resist a public officer, fail-
ure to appear for felony probation violation, possession with
intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule II controlled sub-
stance, indictment for possession of a stolen motor vehicle. A
secured bond of $68,500. was set. 

March 31
Colby Alexander Dillard, 23, of Clockwork Lane, was is-

sued a fugitive warrant. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. 

April 1
David Samuel Brady, 44, of Sam Brady Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to appear for possession of stolen goods,
obtaining property by false pretense. A secured bond of $6,000
was set. 

Taylor Norman Taylor, 21, of Rec. Park Rd., Cherokee, was
charged with failure to appear for interfering with emergency
communication, assault on a female. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Men’s Teen Challenge of the Smokies Graduation will be held on
Saturday, April 10,  at 10 a.m. in the Center auditorium, 336 Living Hope
Way (formerly 336 AG Camp Rd) Franklin. Please wear masks until you
are seated and when you leave. Chairs will be spread apart. For more
information, call (828)524-2157  Go to www.livinghopeway.com for more
information about the 12-month residential addiction recovery program
for men.

Gem & Mineral Society of Franklin announces the re-opening of the
Gem & Mineral Museum on Saturday, April 10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Information about additional days and hours will be forthcoming.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenuous 9.5 mile hike on Saturday,
April 10, with an elevation change 1000 ft. from Wayah Tower to Tellico
Gap on the Appalachian Trail, descending north on the AT to Licklog
Gap, then ascending to Five Points and down to Burningtown Gap.
Climb back up to Cold Springs Shelter and to Copper Ridge with great
views into Burningtown. Pass Rocky Bald with another beautiful view
and descend to Tellico Gap where the shuttle car(s) will take hikers back
to Wayah Tower.  Meet at Cowee School at 8:30 a.m, drive 90 miles
round trip.  For more information or reservations, call Leader Larry Bar-
nett at (828)226-9123. 

Nantahala Hiking Club will take an 4-mile moderate-to strenuous hike
on Sunday, April 11, with an elevation change 1000 ft., In the Coweeta
Lab area, hiking up Shope Fork Rd. to Cunningham Branch, then to a
large weir and returning the same way.  Meet at the Smoky Mountain
Visitors Center at 1 p.m, drive 8-miles  round trip.  For more information
or reservations, call Leader Katharine Brown at (828)421-4178.  

Death Cafe will be held on  Sunday, April 11, 2 to 4 p.m., at Wayfarers
Unity Chapel, 182 Wayfarer Lane, Dillard, Ga. Death Cafe is a global
movement started in the UK whose only objective is:  “To increase
awareness of death with a view of helping people make the most of their
finite lives.” Jan Brewer, M.A., CMT, will lead a group-directed conver-
sation about death and dying/life and living.   For more information, call
Jan at (510)684-5555 or visit www.deathcafe.com.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenuous 6.2 mile hike on Tuesday,
April 13, with an elevation change 1300 ft., on Lady Slipper Trail in the
Lake Russell Wildlife Management near Mount Airy, Ga. This loop hike
winds through mature hardwood forest with several stream crossings
and rugged terrain with lots of up and downs.  USFS parking fee of $5.
Meet at Lake Russell Convenient Store (1321 Dicks Hill Parkway, Mount
Airy, Ga.) at 10 am to drive 4 miles to the store.   The drive from Franklin
to the store is 90 miles round trip.  For more information or reservations,
call  Leaders Linda Brookshire and Steve James at (770)519-8250. 

American Legion Macon Post 108 and American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 108 will meet for a light dinner on  Tuesday, April 14,  6 p.m., reg-
ular meeting at 7 p.m., at 614 W. Main St., Franklin. All members and
military veterans are encouraged to attend as nominations for new Post
Officers are only one item on the agenda.

Applications are Currently being Taken for the Macon County
School's PreK Program for the 2021-2022 school year.   Applications
may be picked up at the Macon County School's Central Office or at
one of the three Pre-K school site locations.  A child is eligible for NC
Pre-K funding if they turn four on or before August 31 of the program
year (2021), but is not yet five years of age and the family meets in-
come guidelines. Private pay spots may also be available for three-year-
olds. The deadline to turn in completed applications is April 30. For more
information, call Valerie Norton  at (828)524-3314, ext. 1041.  

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open on
Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents in need
with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The church is lo-
cated at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information, call (828)369-
9000.  

First Presbyterian Church Clothing Drive on the theme of “Clothe
the Naked” as a part of the Matthew 25 Initiative. A box will be out in front
of the sanctuary on Church Street on Mondays from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Specifically looking for new underwear, socks, and sweatpants for
elementary schools, nursing homes and the homeless. This drive will

continue through April. 

New Girl Scout Troop forming in Franklin. Now recruiting for Daisies,
ages 5 and 6; Brownies, ages 7 and 8; and Juniors, ages 9 and 10. For
more information, call (828)371-2823 or email
dianepeltz1953@gmail.com 

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volunteers
to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones. From car-
pentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer skills, plan-
ning and organizing or just plain common sense, the greatest gift you
could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some great times, lasting
friendships and rewarding experiences await.  Call (828)369-3716 or
(828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednesday
to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for coffee, a soft
drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken for the shelters.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. In-person meetings with Covid 19 pre-
ventive measures are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m.
at the First United Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison Ave.,
Franklin. Online meeting information is available by
visiting www.aawnc80.org. or to speak with a member of A.A. call
(828)349-4357.

Macon County Public Health is currently vaccinating those eligible
under Groups 4. People in Group 4  are those who have a medical con-
dition that puts them at higher risk of serious illness and people who live
in certain congregate settings are eligible for vaccination. The rest of
Group 4, which includes all other essential workers and all adults will
become eligible April 7. Individuals that want to receive a COVID-19 vac-
cine, must call Macon County’s Vaccine Call Center at (828)524-1500 to
register and schedule an appointment. The Call Center is open Monday
– Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night,  6 to 8
p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery program
for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind. Celebrate
Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from the is-
sues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five years old for
attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47 Macon Center Dr.
(behind Bojangles). For more information,
email cr@discover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to use
to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, diapers,
wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as  strollers, car
seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always welcome.
Services are free and confidential. For more information or an appoint-
ment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

"Turning Home" group will be singing at Central Baptist Church on
Sunday, April 11, at 10:30 a.m. The church is located at 392 Belleview
Road.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is observed and
safety measures are in place.  Services are also streamed online on
the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. Pastor is J.D. Woodside.
The church is located at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge
Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

Cowee Baptist Church is hosting “Parenting the Love and Logic
Way” a seven-week  study presented by Heart for Families on
Wednesdays, starting April 14 through May 26, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Using
the powerful tools of Love and Logic®, we can help our children make
good choices while maintaining their love and respect. Love and
Logic® is balance of love, mutual respect, limits, and accountability. All
designed to help kids become happy, self-controlled adults. Registra-
tion is required. For more information, contact Bruce Ferguson by
email B2F@msn.com.

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Womens Bible study is Wednesdays, 1
to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For more informa-
tion, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

Spiritual Light Center will host Bill Groves on Sunday, April 11.
Groves will share  on “The Personal Poison of Perfectionism – And its
Antidote.” The church is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., behind the
Gazebo Restaurant in Heritage Hollow.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through
its YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All Saints
Franklin." The in-person worship schedule is subject to change. To
learn more about attending in-person worship, contact us directly at
admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or by calling (828)524-4910.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church is lo-
cated at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Franklin First United Methodist Church meets at 9:30 a.m., on Sun-
days for in-person worship or on Facebook at Franklin First United
Methodist Church, either live or later on recorded video.  Note that
COVID-19 health protocols are followed for in-person worship. Plan to
arrive early for check in; masks are required. The church is located at
66 Harrison Avenue in downtown Franklin. Senior pastor is Rev.  David
Beam.  For more information, call ( 828)524-3010 or visit www.firs-
tumcfranklin.org 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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EATING OUT YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING

24 Iotla Street • Franklin, NC

NOW
OPEN! Open 7 

Days
11am-9pm

NOW
OPEN!

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm

Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

Two shrubs that create a bit of drama for the spring 

berries to ripen and ferment.  Reportedly they gorge them-
selves on the overly ripened fermented fruit and fall to the
ground drunk.  After years of watching birds devour holly
berries, I have never seen that happen.  I have wondered why
birds never get fat?  It appears they can over eat without con-
sequence.  Have you ever seen overweight Cedar Waxwings
or Robins?  But then if there is a large feeding flock it is hard
to tell if it is the same bird or others that keeps going back
for more.  A good lesson is learned from Cedar Waxwings:
They know when to stop eating before they hit the ground.

Dr. Bob Gilbert, co-founder of Smith Gilbert Garden in
Kennesaw, Ga.

Karen Lawrence is a professional wildlife photographer
from Franklin.

Dr. Bob Gilbert – Columnist

Looking for some drama in
your yard in early spring?
There is an uncommon dog-
wood Cornus mas with the
common name Cornelian
Cherry that fits that bill.  It is
not a cherry (prunus).  This is
another example of why scien-
tific names are important.
What is unique is that it
blooms at a time when there is
not much else blooming.  If it
bloomed in May or June it would hardly be noticeable. This
is a large shrub or small tree that can reach 20 to 25 feet.
You can create a tree by selective pruning off lower branches
and confining growth to a single trunk.  I planted this tree,
photographed by Karen Lawrence (photo below) 10 to 11
years ago in a friend’s yard. The yellow flowers, lasting up
to three weeks, are similar to the yellow central bloom parts
of our native dogwood Cornus florida.  Cornus mas does not
have white petals or bracts like our native dogwood. Its cor-
nelian-colored fruits, ripen in July, are edible and makes
wonderful jellies and jams.  There are a number of cultivars
based on different leaf patterns and
sizes. 
About the only other shrub blooming

at the same time is our native Spicebush
Lindera benzoin. Its blooms are so
small you only get a hint yellow.
What I have found a little confusing

is that mas is short for masculine. If this
plant is a male it should not be produc-
ing fruit?  On close inspection.  I have
found it does not have male anatomy
but female ones.  Mas also means
strong. All dogwoods have dense and
very strong wood.  So, the species name
mas is descriptive and appropriate.
Dogwoods got their common names
from the claim that the fruits are edible
but not tolerated for dogs.  Also, its
wood was used for cooking skewers
called dogs.
I found this plant for sale at a local

nursery.  It is easy to grow having no
special requirements and is hardy from
zones 4- 7-8.  It is native to Europe and
Asia.  It is neither aggressive or inva-

sive.  It does produce occasional suckers.  Again, what is
unique about Cornus mas is that it blooms at a time when
most plants are still dormant.  Plus, you can stump your
friends and neighbors about its identification.  And Dirr
states that “They are tough and adaptable and suffer few
problems in the garden.”

Foster’s Holly on the Square
The back border along the alley of Rankin Square has a

hedgerow of Foster’s Holly.  The genus name for holly is
Ilex.  This holly produces plentiful bright red berries.  It has
been a beautiful and popular selection for years.  It is a long
lifespan.  It can be pollinated from other hollies.  Also, it can
produce fruit without a male pollinator.
It is actually a cross between two different species of holly,

Ilex cassine (Dahoon Holly) and Ilex opaca (our native
American Holly)?  The cross was made by E. E. Foster of
Bessemer, Ala., in the1950s.  Originally there were only five
seedlings available labeled 1-5.  Numbers 2 and 3 have been
the most popular.  Numbers 1 and 5 were discarded as being
inferior.  The number 4 is a male not needed as Foster’s
Holly can produce fruit by a process called parthecarpy from
the Greek Parthenon meaning virgin and karpos meaning
fruit.  The fruits produced do not have seeds.  Thus, this holly
does not produce a lot of nuisance seedlings as does our na-

tive holly.  As an aside the plu-
ral for holly can be written or
spoke either holly or hollies.  
Foster’s Holly can grow to 25

feet.  Its heavy berry production
is an inherited characteristic
from Ilex cassine.  Its scientific
name is listed as Ilex x attenu-
ata.  The x is a signal that it is
an interspecies cross.  Attenuata
means slender can be descrip-
tive of its overall form or the
shape of the dark evergreen
leaves.
Foster’s Holly has become

one of the most popular ever-
greens trees for landscapes pur-
poses.  It is hardy from zones
6-9 and easily grown.  It does
not need anything special.  In
early spring its berries ripen and
flocks of Cedar Waxwings and
Robins strip the trees of their
red fruit.  There is an old wives’
tale that birds wait for holly

Dr. Bob Gilbert

Foster’s Holly Photos by Karen Lawrence

Cornelian Cherry (Cornus mas)

https://www.facebook.com/Las-Margaritas-Mexican-Restaurant-113686940762738
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
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(828) 349-4300
www.duvallautos.com

441N444441441N

DUVALL OF
FRANKLIN

Lake Emory Rd.

Jim B er
ry

 Rd
.

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

RRUUSSTT&&
RREELLIICCSS

7711 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 
((882288))334499--44446677

EEmmaaiill:: RRuussttAAnnddRReelliiccss7711@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm
ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//RRuussttAAnnddRReelliiccss7711

RUST&
RELICS

AAnnttiiqquueess,, CCoolllleeccttiibblleess,, HHaannddmmaaddee && MMoorree

Dillsboro holds annual Easter Hat Parade 

Photos by Brittney Lofthouse

Dillsboro celebrated the return of the Easter Hat Parade on Saturday, April 3, with
folks turning out in their finest handcrafted Easter Hats. Antique cars and trucks
were part of the parade and even the Easter Bunny made an appearance. 

https://www.smokeymountainauctioncompany.hibid.com
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
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Dieter Karl Rueckerl
Dieter Karl Rueckerl, 54, of Otto,

N.C., passed away on Tuesday,
March 30, 2021.
Born in Amberg, Germany, he

was the son of the late Anton and
Constanze Rueckerl. He was a tran-
sit driver for Macon County Transit.
He enjoyed building projects around
the house and spending time with his
wife and family.
He is survived by his wife, Trinica

Christensen Rueckerl of Otto; chil-
dren, Jasmin Rueckerl, Thomas
Rueckerl and Anja Roth, all of Ger-
many; stepchildren, Michael Fox Jr.,
of Florida and Matthew Jacob Day-
ton of South Carolina; and his siblings, Eva Pfab, Anton Rueckerl,
Angelika Baumer, and Doris Meier, all of Germany; a grandson,
Lennox Roth; and several nieces and nephews.
Memorial service will be held Saturday, April 10, at 11 a.m. in

the chapel of Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Richard Salmonson will
officiate.
The family will receive friends from 10 to 11 a.m.  one hour prior

to the service at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Appalachian Animal

Rescue, PO Box 81, Franklin, NC  28744.
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Dieter Karl Rueckerl

Leo Alphonse Lolli
Leo Alphonse Lolli, 82, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
March 21, 2021.
He was born to the late Leo and

Louise Signore Lolli. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded in
death by his first wife, Dorothy
Schedneck Lolli; and a sister,
Loretta Black. 
He was a member of St. Francis

Catholic Church of Franklin. He
enjoyed spending time outdoors
tending to his yard, maintaining
his cars, riding his Polaris, and
cooking. He loved spreading joy
and making everyone laugh. 
He is survived by wife, Vickie Lolli; children, Sandra Lynn Lolli

(John Hagdorn) of Franklin, Dawn Ocasio (Mic) of Ormond
Beach, Fla., Bruce Young (Cathleen) of Lake Worth, Fla., Michael
Young (Karla) of Royal Palm Beach, Fla.; five grandchildren,
Nicholas Ocasio, Dominic Ocasio, Skylar Young, Brooke Young,
Isabella Young; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
A memorial service will be held Wednesday, April 14,  at 7 p.m.,

at Macon Funeral home Chapel. Deacon Ramsey will officiate.
The family will receive friends one hour prior to the services.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Four Seasons Hos-

pice – Four Seasons Development Office 571 South Allen Road,
Flat Rock, NC 28731.
Online condolences can be made at

www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral home will be handling the arrangements.

Leo Alphonse Lolli

Larry David Bishop
Larry David Bishop, 71, of

Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with Jesus on Sunday, April 4,
2021, after a period of declining
health.
Born in Jackson County, North

Carolina, he was the son of the late
Quenton and Ruby Wilson Bishop.
In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his wife,
Frances McIntyre Bishop; and a
sister, Clydias Guffey. 
He was a member of Watauga

Baptist Church and the Macon
County Coon Hunters Club. He
was a brick and block mason and
in his spare time, he loved tending to his livestock.
He is survived by his sister, Nancy Young (Jason ) of Oak Island,

N.C.; one nephew, Sam; and five nieces, Julia, Meg,  Marcie, Gina
and Selena; sisters-in-law, Wanda Baker (Norman) and Katie
Shope (Bobby) of Franklin; and numerous cousins and friends.
Graveside services were held Wednesday, April 7, at Watauga

Baptist Church Cemetery. Rev. Mark Bishop, Rev. Wesley Price
and Rev. Roy Lowe  officiated.  
Pallbearers were Dick Franklin, Brad Bishop, Damen Johnson,

Kirk Johnson, Tim Cochran, and Bobby Cabe. Honorary Pallbear-
ers were Alvin Johnson, Dennis Johnson, Roger Bishop, Mitchell
Bishop, L.C. Browning, Buddy Cochran, and Ed Cope.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Watauga Bap-

tist Church Cemetery Fund, C/O Norris Clouse, 2864 Watauga Rd,
Franklin, NC 28734.
Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-

home.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Larry David Bishop

Phillip Dean Partington
It was with great sadness that

the family of Phillip Dean Parting-
ton told him goodbye on March 28,
2021. While there is grieving here,
a joyous reunion took place in
Glory at that same time as Phil was
reunited with his wife, Pamela Jo
Pickens Partington, who was the
love of his life.
He was born on Feb. 5, 1947, to

Bobby Arthur and Geneva Alice
Gunter Partington. He joined the
United States Navy fresh out of
high school. Upon discharge, he
worked as a lineman for Florida
Power for about 10 years before
moving to Franklin and working for Dalton Construction for 20
years.
He loved to have a great time. His expertise at making prank

phone calls caught even those who were aware of the possibility of
receiving one off guard. He liked keeping his family and friends on
their toes. While one of the best things about him was how he loved
to joke and laugh, he will also be remembered as having some of his
biggest laughs at himself.
He enjoyed "tinkering" and had the ability to repurpose many

items that were otherwise doomed to be discarded. He liked at-
tending gun shows and was always up for a card game.
He was a wonderful family man who truly enjoyed being a dad.

He stayed interested and very involved in the lives of his children
and his grandchildren. They didn't hesitate to call on him because
they knew he was always available to do anything he could to help
them.
He was predeceased by his parents and his wife.
He is survived by his sons, Nick Partington (Laura Lee), Greg

Partington (Erin); grandchildren, Wren Partington and Harper Part-
ington; siblings, Toni Porter, Virgie Dowdle, Sheryl Butler, Richard
Partington, and Robert Partington; and his best friend, Tom Freck,
along with a number of nieces and nephews.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuneral-

care.com.

Phillip Dean Partington

Rev. Joel Arthur Walker
On April 1, 2021, Rev. Joel

Arthur Walker stepped into the
presence of his Lord and Savior.
He was born Jan. 5, 1959, in
Châteauroux, France, and was the
oldest son of Herbert and Chris-
tine (Tweedle) Walker. He loved
his wife, family, country, and
trusted in and was faithful to God.
He grew up as an Air Force son,

shepherding his siblings along
with an assortment of cats and
dogs while his father was away
serving his country in the USAF.
He attended Freedom High School
in Morganton, N.C. and met his
future wife, Lisa Schmidt, when he drove the school bus for her
route.  Together they had many adventures in his orange 1959
Willys Jeep on the back roads of Burke County. After graduating
high school, he joined the Army and fulfilled his childhood dream
of becoming a Green Beret, serving with the 5th Special Forces
group as a radio operator. He received his Associates Degree from
Wake Tech and worked at Underwriters Laboratories in RTP.  He
was called to the ministry while attending Emmaus Baptist Church
in Pittsboro, N.C., where he was licensed and ordained into the
ministry.  He and his wife quit their jobs, sold all and moved by
faith to Zebulon, N.C., so he could attend Southeastern Theologi-
cal Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., where he received his Master
of Divinity. He then studied Christian Ethics at Oxford University
in Oxford England as a Ph.D. candidate while attending Southern
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.  His greatest honor was being be-
stowed the position of deacon, meaning, servant. He had a servant’s
heart and wanted to be thought of as an encourager to all those
around him, stranger or not.  He loved making people laugh, and
always wanted to be thought of as a nice person. After retiring from
the ministry, he worked for the State of North Carolina and retired
as the Acting Budget Manager with the NC Department of Health
and Human Services in Raleigh, N.C.  
He loved the outdoors, and he and Lisa had many adventures

camping, hiking, wildlife viewing, Geohashing and Geocaching.
He loved riding the back-country roads of eastern N.C. on his
Harley. He was a member of the Iron Butt Association, and com-
pleted the Saddlesore 1000, riding 1,000 miles in less than 24 hrs.
and the Bun Burner 1500 -  1,500 miles in less than 36 hrs. He
would take vacation time to ride his Harley with the Patriot Guard
for Fallen Soldiers, and Officer Down missions.   On weekends
you could find Joel and Lisa at Medoc Mountain State Park where
they often volunteered.  He loved traveling to northern New Mex-
ico in the autumn to hike, camp and view the wildlife. He loved a
challenge, and planning adventures was always part of the fun.   

He and his wife volunteered on many disaster relief and mass
feeding efforts lead by the NC Baptist Men from the coast of N.C.
after hurricanes, to flooding in western N.C. and in West Virginia,
to Gulfport after Hurricane Katrina. He was a member of the
Medoc Mountain State Park PAC committee.  One of his many
hobbies included being an amateur radio operator, call sign K4ND. 

He is survived by Lisa, his loving wife of 36 and a half years;
siblings, Nelson and Amy Walker; brothers-in-law, Kurt Schmidt
(Teresa Bentley) and Mark Schmidt; and sister-in-law, Kristine
Bumgarner (David).  He loved doting on and encouraging his
nieces and nephew, and his great nieces and nephews. 

His final days in the hospital and at home were spent thanking
and encouraging the workers at the hospital, the firemen and EMS
who transported him and the ladies from Hospice who helped care
for him. His wife, brother and sister, nephew, nieces and great
nieces and nephews will miss him greatly. The love, laughter, en-
couragement, and compassion that he showed will live in our hearts
and minds forever. 
Lisa would like to thank Joel’s coworkers at DHHS across the

state for the kindness and friendship they showed Joel during his
career and the compassion they showed during his final days.  In
lieu of flowers, Joel requested that if you can’t rescue a cat, support
Appalachian Animal Rescue Center or your local animal rescue or
volunteer at your local State Park.  A private memorial service will
be held at a future date.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the

Walker family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Rev. Joel Arthur Walker

TheMaconCountyNews.com



THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021 VOLUME 38    NUMBER 46 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 19

Thank You
The family of  Linda Hedden
would like to thank all those 
that stopped by to pay final 

respects to Linda and for their
thoughts and prayers. Our 
family appreciates the food, 

donations, cards and kind words.
We are grateful for each act of
kindness as it provided strong

comfort to our family.

David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Elizabeth ‘Ann’ Pearce Bennett
Elizabeth “Ann” Pearce Ben-

nett, 84, of Franklin, N.C., passed
peacefully into the arms of Jesus
on March 25, 2021. 

She was born Feb. 6, 1937, in
Lakeland, Fla., to the late Walter
and Nellie Pearce. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in
death by her siblings, Ralph
Pearce, Willard Pearce, Marion
Henderson, and Florence Brown;
her son, Bruce Bennett; and great-
grandson Andrew Bennett.

She spent her life helping and
caring for others. She was a faith-
ful member of Cowee Baptist
Church and served there as Sunday School teacher, VBS teacher,
kitchen helper, nursery worker and history gatherer. She worked at
Cowee School lunchroom many years and then began working
with Angel Home Health. She loved her family. She and Robert
raised their three sons and loved all their extended family mem-
bers. She kept in touch with the extended family and made scrap-
books with cards and letters from each family.  

Ann is survived by her loving husband of 65 precious years,
Robert Bennett; her sons, Robert “Bob” and Shirley of Westmin-
ster, S.C., David and Bonnie of Franklin, daughter-in-law Julie
Bennett; six grandchildren, Megan Bennett, Eddie Bennett (Crys-
tal), Monica Turner, Chris Turner (Sherri), Charles Bennett (Blesi)
and Patrick Bennett (Stephani); a sister, Alice Blanton of Marble,
N.C.; and 10 great grandchildren.

Graveside service was held Saturday, March 27, at Cowee Bap-
tist Church Cemetery with Rev. Ronnie Branson officiating.

Pallbearers were Eddie Bennett, Charles Bennett, Patrick Ben-
nett, Chris Turner, Carson Turner and Tom Baliles.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Cowee Baptist
Church.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Elizabeth Bennett

Gregory Paul Ray
Gregory Paul Ray, 67, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Monday, March 28, 2021.

Born in Rabun County, Geor-
gia, he was the son of the late
Robert Paul and Edith Dalton
Ray. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by a niece,
Marianna Ray. He was a truck
driver and enjoyed working on
restoring his 1956 Chevrolet
Pickup.

He is survived by his daughter,
Ashley Ray of Santa Monica,
Calif.; and three brothers, Danny
Ray of Gainesville, Ga., Bruce
Ray of Blue Ridge, Ga., and Ronnie Ray of Snellville, Ga.; one
niece, Merideth Ray; two nephews, Josh Ray and Aaron Ray; and
numerous cousins.

A Celebration of Life was held Monday, April 5, in the Chapel
of Macon Funeral Home.  Rev. Steve Reeves officiated.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Gregory Paul Ray

Alvin Nicky ‘Nick’ Dills
Alvin Nicky "Nick" Dills, son of

Jerry F. and Nina N. Dills, passed
away on March 26, 2021, at his
home in Crestview, Fla. A native of
Macon County, North Carolina, he
was 55 years old.

He was known as a master
craftsman and artist. He had the
ability to build a house from the
ground up mostly by himself, build
all the furniture, and then draw a
few pictures to hang on the walls.
He was an amazingly talented man
who was always happy and willing
to lend a hand to anyone who
needed help.

He loved working on his farm and was content in leading a quiet,
simple life. He loved telling stories about the projects he was work-
ing on, finding humor in everything and giving his listeners a big
laugh. He was kind, gentle, funny, and always looking for the bright
side.

He loved his family deeply and was simply adored by them and
by his friends. He was a wonderful husband, father, brother, and son
who will be remembered as a bright light in the lives of his family.

He was predeceased by his father, Jerry F. Dills, and his father-in-
law, Thomas N. Andrews. 

Left with many wonderful memories of a life well lived are his
wife, Jennifer; his sons, Torie and John; his daughters, Jessica and
Brookelin; his mother, Nina Dills; his sister and her husband, Mitzi
and David Warman; his nephews, Hunter Warman, Tyler and wife,
Kendall Warman; great-nephew, Jace Warman; niece, Annarose War-
man; and many extended family and friends.

A memorial service will be held on April 10 at 11 a.m. at Bethel
United Methodist Church with Rev. Bobby Crawford officiating.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences at www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com.

Alvin Nicky Dills

Carl John Kosischke
Carl John Kosischke of

Franklin, N.C., 78, left this earth
to meet his maker and to live eter-
nal life March 23, 2021.

He was born in Meriden, Conn.,
on Sept. 18, 1942, to the late Carl
D. Kosischke and Helene (Beier)
Kosischke. In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded by his two
sisters, Caroline Kosischke and
Cynthia (Kosischke) Charbon-
neau, both of Meriden, Conn. 

He left Meriden more than 30
years ago and lived a life he loved
on Lake Pocotopaug in East
Hampton, Conn., amongst great
friends. He graduated Wilcox Technical High School as a carpen-
ter. He joined the Navy and graduated a very proud E-3, Seaman.

He was an avid fisherman. He had a passion for gardening many
vegetables and herbs and was known to grow the juiciest tomatoes
year after year. He had a great sense of humor and prided himself
on the many friendships he had made along the way. He was gen-
erous and was always lending a hand to anyone in need. He loved
the lake life and felt comfort living a slower paced life. Of all his
accomplishments, his pride was placed most on being a father to his
three daughters.

He is survived by his three daughters, Heather (Kosischke) Wells
of Meriden, Tara (Kosischke) Gifford of Meriden and Shannon Ko-
sischke of Meriden; four grandchildren, Paige Cassina of Meriden,
Chandler Cassina of Tolland and Cassidy and Cameron Wells of
Meriden. Although divorced years ago, he still carried a long-last-
ing love for his wife Diane (Formica) Rivers.

He leaves behind many friends. A special thank you to one in
particular, Michael Bartolotta, who was by his side until the end,
helping him when he was unable to help himself. We appreciate
the love you showed our Dad.

Rest Dad, you are imbedded in our souls and we will carry you
with us forever. Until we meet again.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve Carl's family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Carl John Kosischke

Hilda Tieneka Kemp
Hilda Tieneka Kemp, 90, of Franklin, N.C., passed away Sun-

day, April 4, 2021.  She was born Jan. 23, 1931, in Hoogezand,
Holland, to the late Jan Gerardus Benes and Thalina Jantge Yorkel
Benes.  She was an administrator in real estate and was a member
of Coconut Grove Sailing Club and the Stitching Guild.  She loved
embroidering and sailing.  In addition to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Warren Candler Kemp and a sis-
ter, Tieneke Hilda.

She is survived by her daughter, Lienche Massey of Lake Worth,
Fla.; grandchildren, Thalina Perogo of Pompano Beach, Fla., and
Warren Massey of Lake Worth, Fla.; great grandchildren,  Ronin
Perago of Pompano Beach, and Taylor Massey of Lake Worth.

A memorial service will be held Thursday, April 8, at 11 a.m.,
in the Chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the
Kemp family. Online condolences may be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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Franklin High School Lady Panthers Softball having stellar season 
The Franklin High School Lady Panthers Varsity Softball

is having a stellar season winning the last five games with an
average score of 16.6 runs per game. The team has scored a
total of 83 points and has now moved into the #1 ranking in
the State 2A Division with a record of 5-0. The Lady Panthers
play Madison this Saturday, April 10, at 2 p.m.

Photos by Patri Cabe

Tori Ensley

Taylor Ensley

Meyaeh Tran
Kandice Parker
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Delaney Stiles

Olivia Birchard

The Franklin High School Junior Varsity Lady Panthers defeated the
Pisgah Bears on March 30, 7-2. The JV girls will play Madison Sat-
urday, April 10 at 4 p.m.

Photos by Patri Cabe

Laura HollandMcKinleigh Cochran

Mon.–Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

https://www.facebook.com/Franklin-Body-Shop-189127547768741/
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

republic
59. "Encore!"
60. Unrivaled
61. From a second-hand
store
62. Cleopatra's necklace
63. Second solfa syllable,
pl.
64. Makes stitches

DOWN
1. Pick up a perpetrator
2. Dueling weapon in "The
Three Musketeers"
3. ____ Spumante
4. Treat for Dumbo
5. Witches' get-together
6. Egg-shaped
7. Made with stitches

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: SCIENCE 101

ACROSS
1. Type of tide
5. Sin over tan
8. Schooner pole
12. Part of temple floor
plan
13. Made a basket
14. *Main artery in the
body
15. *____-carotene
16. Swear, not curse
17. Reputation-damag-
ing gossip
18. *Physicist of theory
of relativity fame
20. Salty drop
21. Turn upside down
22. Mark on Pinterest
23. *Everything around
us
26. Porch in ancient
Greece
30. Not St. or Blvd.
31. Percussion instru-
ment
34. "Aim High... Fly-
Fight-Win" org.
35. Walks like Long John
Silver
37. "Dog ____ dog"
38. Like TV or phone in
2021
39. Measuring roll
40. Catch in a net
42. Gorilla or orangutan
43. Pull-over parkas
45. *One of B-vitamins
47. Anger
48. Open disrespect
50. Full of excitement
52. *Explanations that
can be tested and veri-
fied
55. Words to live by
56. Sword handle
57. Large West African

8. *Product of mass and ve-
locity of an object
9. *Equals length times
width
10. *Alpha Centauri A., e.g.
11. Toni Morrison's "____
Baby"
13. Like rheumy eyes
14. On the move
19. Four-eyes' gear
22. Short for "politician"
23. Tiny European republic
24. Type of flu
25. Moderato, e.g.
26. ToupÈe spot
27. *Scientist Newton
28. *Wrist bones
29. More than occasional
32. Department store de-

partment
33. "Pow!"
36. *Mendeleev's ____
table
38. Bake, as in eggs
40. Make bigger
41. Persnickety
44. *Ar, inert gas
46. Bad blood
48. Use a shoe polish
49. *Smallest units of life
50. Jason's ship
51. Wheel inside old clock
52. God of thunder
53. Alleviate
54. Boatload
55. Tom of "Tom and Jerry"
58. Dog tags

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

(828) 524-4588
P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road

Franklin, NC 28734

• Cat Litter    • Rice
• Laundry Detergent

• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food

VisitTheMaconCountyNewsWebsite

TheMaconCountyNews.com
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BDS • Fab-Tech • Zone • Ready Lift
Pro Comp • Sky Jacker

Rough Country • Super Lift

WE PROVIDE YOU DECIDE

In Otto since 1998
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

828-349-4500
YOUR BUDGET YOUR CHOICE

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

Valley CafeValley Cafe
Bar Tender / Bar Manager

Cooks & Dishwashers
Servers & Hosts

Full Time & Part Time
Full Time Salaries

$30,000+ per year

Apply in person
Valley Café

7099 Hwy. 441 N • Dillard, Georgia

NOW HIRING ALL POSITIONS

-

PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Cell (828)371-9754.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Yard Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hydroseed-
ing. (828)524-3976.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING Inte-
rior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience.
(239)860-0117.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

MOUNTAIN AREA PROPERTY Serv-
ices, Cleaning Packing Organizing &
Other Household Services. Great Ref-
erences. (828)550-4585.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 25 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-4976.
HOME & PROPERTY CARETAKER
Service. We Will Be There When You
Can’t to Offer Routine Home Inspec-
tions, Maintenance, Repairs and Peace
of Mind. (828)421-6712.

DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPSSales
Service & Installation of Pumps and Iron
Removal Systems. For All Your Water
Needs.(828)369-5176.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by Franklin
Flea Market. (828)342-5135.
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COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
needing CNA’s, special opportuni-
ties are available with this position.
Call Donna for more information, it
will be worth the call. (828)524-
6444.
OLD EDWARDS INN & Spa, High-
lands NC. Now recruiting for House-
man, Turndown Attendants, Overnight
Housekeeper, 2nd Shift Laundry, Bar-
tender, Host, Server, Busser, Club
Server, PT Banquet Server, F&B MIT,
F&B Asst. Mgr, Line Cook, Baker,
Pastry and Bread Cook, Spa
Concierge, Spa Attendant, Cosmetol-
ogist, Massage Therapist, Fitness
Manager, Reservation Specialist,
Front Desk, PT Warehouse Asst., PT
Retail Sales, Seasonal Culinary Gar-
dens Crew. Benefits offered after 90
days employment Apply online:
www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

HIGHLANDS COVE Property Owners
Association is looking for full-time 3rd
shift Gate Attendant/Guard 40 Hrs.
Sunday Night through Wednesday
night Benefits include Insurance and
paid vacation. Call Mon-Thur 8am-
3pm to schedule appointment
(828)526-9026.

PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST in a vet-
erinary office. Will train if needed.
Hours will be between 8 - 5, and
scheduled over M - F. Send resume to
Resume5192503@gmail.com

AUTO BODY MAN/PAINTER Wanted
Also Auto Detail/Cleanup Person.
Apply after 3pm at 69 Mill St. Franklin.

SEEKING FULL-TIME experienced re-
ceptionist/clerical assistant to join our
fast-paced office team. We are a well-
known, respected law firm in Cashiers
specializing in real estate transactions.
We offer comparable pay and excellent
benefits. Requirements are excellent
communication skills, attention to detail
and well organized. Email resume to
snorris@cashierslaw.com.

LVT, RVT or very experienced veteri-
nary assistant wanted. This is not an
entry level position. Must be able to
work a 4 1/2 day workweek, within a
7:30-5:30 timeframe, scheduled M thru
F. Occasional feline boarding kennel
weekend duty. Healthcare stipend, paid
time off, great pay. Must be able to mul-
titask, have good interpersonal skills,
and flexible. Must pass drug and back-
ground check. Send resume to Re-
sume5192503@gmail.com
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REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-
4pm.

FROG FAIR Saturday, May 8, 573 E.
Main St, Franklin (at the Town bridge).
Stop by Wednesday-Saturday be-
tween 9-2, to become a registered
vendor or to purchase 50/50 drawing
tickets or email
frog28734@gmail.com

FIXER UPPER BY OWNER 3BD/2BA
doublewide manufactured home on
.61-acre lot.  Owner Financing. Great
potential for handy homeowner. Drive
by at 1337 Hidden Hills Road, Franklin
then text your email address for de-
tails. $55,000. (828)346-1200.
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2BD/1.5BA One level, new carpeting,
paint, carport, utility room. Cowee.
Landlord on property. Owner does yard
work.  Perfect for a couple. No pets.
First/Last/Security,  $1,200/monthly,
Reference. Must meet lease require-
ments. Available May 1 (828)371-7760.

NEW 24 HOUR STORAGE Facility at
Gold City,  5 acres Open Fenced Stor-
age with Controlled Gates for RV/Trail-
ers $50/monthly. 10 Units Dry Storage
in Concrete Building, Units 77 sq. ft.
$60/monthly. 9410 Sylva Rd., Franklin.
(800)713-7767 goldcitystorage.com
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY for lease
on 441 south. 2 Full bays, 2 story of-
fice space, all for lease separately.
$1500 per bay, $1500 for office space,
monthly. Call (828)369-5333 for more
information.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal
Services. 18 years and older.  Call
Debbie  (941)266-7084.
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MILITARY SURPLUS W/C
Pants/Shirts, Jackets. Military Boots
On Sale. Cold Weather Clothing,
Field Gear, Sleep Bags, Packs,
Bags.  (828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET Spring Season
9-12, every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads, Pas-
tries,  Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps,
Eggs, Large Assortment of Cookies.
Blueberry & Blackberry Bushes, Pe-
onies. 200 Block East Palmer.
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AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
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14’ ORLANDO CLIPPER aluminum
boat with trailer and 25 hp motor. Lots
of accessories. $1,500.00 firm.
(828)524-8573.

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Boats & Campers

A

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

Boats & Campers

A

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

 

AuctionsAuctions

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SMOKEY MOUNTAIN AUCTION CO.
online bidding, Smokeymountainauc-
tioncompany.hibid.com   preview in
person, 175 Jim Mann Rd. Open
10am-4pm Mon-Sat (828)634-4271.

maconcountynews@gmail.com
(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words 
or less

Each additional word is 20¢
Deadline on Mondays at 3 pm

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/valleycafedillard
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YOUR
HOMETOWN DEALER

16,606
3,987
6,928
3,023
91,171
14,078
108,214
21,036
48,398
107,191
43,966
16,818
30,179
39,385
11,584
6,147
25,168
2,821,214
22,009
33,334
29,568
103,523
160,428
101,068
91,874
37,692
24,449
37,024
16,576
45,478
136,822
33,265
135,416
27,491
25,756
158,109
127,731
191,167
208,162
55,539
40,952
163,871
37,969
217,842
49,543
85,731
36,506
22,558
9,020
38,039
138,767
6,867
47,132
88,737
52,471

102,804
21,976
91,896
55,302
81,717
33,369
36,859
49,318
39,416
38,911
39,039
136,148
39,871

25,556
18,621
17,59
27,529
107,001
19,002

1997 Chevrolet Camaro
2019 Chevrolet Colorado
2019 Chevrolet Colorado
2019 Chevrolet Corvette
1972 CHEVROLET CORVETTE
2019 Chevrolet Cruze
2014 Chevrolet Equinox
2018 Chevrolet Equinox
2018 Chevrolet Equinox
2016 Chevrolet Equinox
2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2007 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD
2018 Chevrolet Spark
2017 Chevrolet Spark
2015 Chevrolet Suburban
2015 Chevrolet Tahoe
2015 Chevrolet Traverse
2017 Chevrolet Traverse
2017 Chevrolet Traverse
2019 Chevrolet Traverse
2016 Dodge Dart
2019 Dodge Journey
2019 Ford Edge
2012 Ford Edge
2016 Ford Escape
2013 Ford Explorer
2018 Ford F-150
2018 Ford F-150
2007 Ford Focus
2017 Ford Fusion
2016 Ford Super Duty F-250 SRW
2011 GMC Sierra 1500
2017 GMC Sierra 3500HD
2020 GMC Yukon
2012 GMC Yukon
2019 GMC Yukon XL
2002 Honda Accord
2017 Honda Civic Sedan
2016 Honda HR-V
2019 Hyundai Elantra
2019 Jaguar XE
2019 Jeep Cherokee
2019 Jeep Cherokee
2015 Jeep Cherokee
2019 Jeep Wrangler
2018 Jeep Wrangler JK
2017 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
2018 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
2019 KAUFMAN TRAILER
2012 Kia Optima
2019 Kia Sorento
2017 Kia Soul
2016 Land Rover Range Rover Sport
2016 Lexus GX 460
2019 Lincoln MKC
2015 Mercedes-Benz GLA 45 AMG
2018 Mitsubishi Outlander
2018 Mitsubishi Outlander
2020 Nissan Altima
2019 Nissan Frontier
2013 Nissan Frontier
2019 Nissan Rogue
2019 POLARIS SLINGSHOT SL
2020 Ram 1500
2020 RAM 1500 Classic
2020 Toyota Camry
2019 Toyota Corolla
2008 Volkswagen New Beetle Convertible
2018 Volkswagen Tiguan

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

https://www.WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEV Y.COM
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