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The new Franklin Food Lion opened with a ribbon cutting on Wednesday in the former Bi-Lo building. The new grocery store will
employ approximately 75 associates and will serve customers daily from 7 a.m. until 11 p.m. Food Lion is a North Carolina business
based in Salisbury since 1957. Pictured (L-R) are Kristy McGuire store manager; Ralph Franklin, produce manager; Scott Warner,
perishables manager; Lessa Price, assistant store manager; Tony Dills-Young, bakery manager; and Dolly Roy, customer service
manager. "Having been born and raised in Franklin, I am so excited to welcome my neighbors into their new Franklin Food Lion,”
said McGuire. “I look forward to serving my community as the store manager.” Photo by Betsey Gooder
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Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

Teacher recognitions
The Macon County School Board met on Monday night

and recognized three special educators for the 2020 school
year.  Emilee Higdon, Secondary English Teacher at Union
Academy, was presented with the Prudential NC Beginning
Teacher of the Year Award.  Rachael Alford, Math Teacher,
also at Union Academy,  was chosen as Teacher of the Year.
Principal of the Year went to Allison Guynn, South Macon
Elementary School.  

Three  other teachers were also recognized by Lee Berger,
president of the Retired Teachers Association.  Kathy Brown,
FHS English Teacher, Jennifer Nation, MVI Language Arts
Teacher, and Zachery Tallent, MMS, Exploring Animal and
Plant Science teacher, were each awarded a stipend. Kathy
Brown and Zachary Tallent were awarded the Mattie Fouts
Stipend and Jennifer Nation was awarded a stipend from
local funds. Mattie Fouts was a teacher in Macon County in
the 1930s.  Her family established a fund for teachers in need
in her name. Teachers can apply for the award  based on need
and two recipients are chosen yearly. This year the group  felt

that a third teacher was also eligible for the stipend, so local
funds were used.  These funds will assist the teachers with
classroom supplies such as replacement of missing and lost
books. Tallent will be using his award for instruments needed
in his class for measuring tree diameter and other technical
supplies. 

Teacher assistant shortage
Franklin High School Social Studies teacher John deVille

addressed the board with concerns regarding the number of
teacher assistants available to elementary school teachers.
Senate Bill 359 was introduced in the General Assembly to
provide more teacher assistants but has stalled. A month ago,
two companion bills were also introduced to address this
need. SB 359, also known as The K-3 Literacy and Im-
provement Act, was introduced in the Senate by three Dem-
ocratic senators, introduced in the House by four Democratic
representatives as House Bill 420, and calls for a teacher as-
sistant in every K-2 classroom and one teacher assistant for
every three third-grade classrooms. According to deVille,

Special Liberty Project holds women’s retreat
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since the 2008-09 school year, the number of
teacher assistants in North Carolina public
schools has dropped by 9,470, referring to data
from the Department of Public Instruction.
That’s a devastating trend, several teachers said,
particularly with passage of this session of a
new law aimed at improving Read to Achieve.

“It is so key having another person there to
help you facilitate the small groups. It’s so im-
portant because we can’t address all of the kids’
needs without it,” said first grade teacher
Samantha Ray.

Sen. Valerie Foushee, D-Orange states, “We
know that it’s good practice. We’ve seen the
data that says that students learn better when
they have that kind of support in the classroom.
And we know that teachers are more effective
when they have the tools that they need. And I
think one of those tools in the early grades is a
teaching assistant.”

Music teacher Maggie Jennings also spoke
to the board regarding the arts in Macon County
Schools.  

"The current situation is A. Middle school –
no art in 10 years, no choir in 4 years; B. Union
Academy is not being served at all by a art or
music specialist; C. Elementary schools – 30

minutes a week, with two schools only getting
art/music for a half year, with a one year gap.
[It] has since been improved - all K-4 students
receive 30 minutes of music/art weekly
throughout the school year.”

Jennings continued.
“There are tremendous mental health bene-

fits offered by the arts.  It plays out in the opi-
oid and substance abuse epidemic. Relieves
peer pressure by providing an inclusive home
for the student. Creating is intoxicating and ad-
dicting. It is especially beneficial for our at-risk
population for drug issues as it provides a safe
place free from these temptations and engages
them in something constructive.  Last Thurs-
day at the budget workshop, Mr.  [Ronnie]
Beale [county commissioner] felt that this
county could and would make a valiant attempt
at helping to meet the needs of the school sys-
tem to educate students who are at-risk of jail-
time, substance abuse and mental health issues.
Yesterday, while talking with Commissioner
[Karl] Gillespie, we discussed how Macon
County could have the top school system in
WNC and the top 5% of rural school districts.
Coming from the city, I believe Macon County
Schools can be every bit in the top of school
systems in the state, and having found my own
confidence and outlet through music in the pub-
lic schools and watching it daily in my own stu-
dents, I know strong music and art programs

can and will help to curb mental health and sub-
stance abuse in our county.  We, as citizens of
Macon County, and stakeholders in Macon
County Schools, ask you that our tax dollars be
used to fund arts education in the aforemen-
tioned capacities. We promise to be with you to
show up to commissioners’ meetings and ad-
vocate for full funding for our school system
throughout this three-year process and be-
yond.”

The 2021-2022 $8.2 million draft budget in-
cludes funds for art and music teachers for
Macon Middle School and Union Academy.

Geothermal at Iotla still causing problems
Todd Gibbs, Auxiliary and Human Resource

Director, updated the board regarding continu-
ing concerns with the geothermal system at
Iotla Valley Elementary (IVE). 

"Iotla Valley is on a closed loop Geothermal
HVAC system, just like Mountain View Inter-
mediate (MVI).  The IVE system has had about
a dozen leaks of the system in the nine years
the school has been open.  MVI's system has
had zero leaks in the 11 years it has been open,”
he said. 

“Some of the IVE leaks have caused more
damage from the water escaping the system.
Some leaks have been inside the building soak-
ing carpet, dry wall, suspended ceiling tiles,
etc.  Some of the leaks have been outside, com-
ing from the pipes that run underground to the
well field.  

“The premise of the Geothermal system is
that the earth is the heat exchange medium, in-
stead of the air, like a residential heat pump sys-
tem. A liquid flows through the pipes of the
system, down wells drilled into the earth and
then back to the school to distribute heating or
cooling, whatever is required within the build-
ing to keep occupants comfortable. The welds
that join the liquid-carrying HDPE pipes to-
gether within the system are failing due to poor
workmanship during initial installation. 

“We are looking for mechanical contractors
who will evaluate the system,  what it will take
to replace the piping of the system, and of
course the cost to replace the piping.”

Board motions
Several motions were made during the meet-

ing.  The Board discussed Franklin High School
facilities. On a motion made by Tommy Cabe
and seconded by Carol Arnold, the Board ap-
proved by a 5-0 vote to submit a request in the
form of a resolution to the County Manager and
Macon County Board of County Commission-
ers asking for consideration of a new high
school facility located at the current site. 

In regards to Hazard Pay, on a motion made
by Carol Arnold and seconded by Tommy Cabe,
the Board approved by a 5-0 vote for hazard pay
to be given to all employees. Full-time employ-
ees will receive $750 and part-time employees
will receive $375. (To be given full-time hazard
pay, employees must have worked 20-plus days
during the 2020-2021 school year-prior to May
15, 2021. To be given part-time hazard pay, em-
ployees must have worked 10-20 days during
the 2020-2021 school year-prior to May 15,
2021.) The hazard pay bonus will be included
in the May payroll.

The 2021-2022 Draft Budget in the amount
of $8.2 million was presented. After much dis-
cussion and on a motion made by Tommy Cabe
and seconded by Hilary Wilkes, the Board ap-
proved to amend the 2021-2022 Draft Budget
to include the pre-COVID positions. The ap-
proved 2021-2022 Draft Budget will now in-
clude an additional $1.9 million to cover various
positions including the following:

– STEM Teacher, EC TA (2-positions) @ IVE
– PE, STEM & one extra month for clerical

@ SME
– 2 extra months custodians @ MVI
– Guidance Counselor, Art Teacher, Music

Teacher @ MMS
– Foreign Language Teacher @ Highlands
– English Teacher @ FHS
– Art/Music/CTE Teacher, Day Treatment

Assistant @ UA
– 50,000 Maintenance Contract for MCS
– 10 additional mental health professionals to

cover K-12
– 5 additional full time school nurses to cover

K-12
– 4 full-time art positions to cover K-12
– 4 full time music positions to cover K-12
Interviews are ongoing for a principal at

Macon Middle School as well as Franklin High
School. FHS principal Barry Woody, and MMS
principal Scot Maslin are both retiring.

Hidgon named Beginning Teacher of the Year
Emilee Higdon, a high

school English teacher at
Union Academy in Macon
County Schools, was named
the North Carolina Center for
the Advancement of Teaching
(NCCAT) 2021 Prudential NC
Beginning Teacher of the Year
in a special ceremony at the
Liston B. Ramsey Regional
Activity Center on the campus
of Western Carolina Univer-
sity Thursday, April 15.

The award was presented
for the second time with final-
ists from across the state in attendance.

Higdon was described as a beacon of pos-
itivity. Her principal noted: “Her unrelenting
courage to embrace opportunities to help her

students grow makes her an
ideal example of a leader.  A
student said her style of
communication makes the
learning process feel more
collaborative. The classroom
works together as a group
and she hears what each of
student has to say.” 

“I am proud of all our fi-
nalists and happy for Ms.
Higdon and her school dis-
trict,” NCCAT Executive Di-
rector M. Brock Womble
said. “NCCAT is a long-time

supporter of teaching excellence, and a nat-
ural expression of that support is to recog-
nize the best of the beginning teachers in our
state.”

Emilee Higdon
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MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT ST. • FRANKLIN, NC          (828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

RECLINER HOT BUYS!

YOUR
CHOICE! $399ea. LIMITED 

TIME ONLY!

Remember

Mother s Day’
SUNDAY, MAY 9

https://www.maconfurnituremart.com
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RRee--IImmaaggiinneedd
VViinnttaaggee FFiinnddss 

&& EEtthhnniicc
TTrreeaassuurreess

268 Palmer Street • Franklin, NC (REAR)

(828)349-2900

Paint Parties &     Original Artwork
828.524.5676  52 E. Main St.  Franklin, NC

www.thedustypallet.com

GGwweenn TTaayylloorrDDeessiiggnnss
A  Division of  The Dusty Pallet

Cup  11 oz.
$10.00

$21.99
Tumbler  20 oz.

$18.99

Polar Camel
15 oz.

BOC names funding pool recipients 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Nonprofits in Macon County will receive a financial boost
from the county during a year where fundraising has been
especially difficult due to the COVID19 pandemic. The
Macon County Board of Commissioners (BOC) approved
recommendations for grants from the Community Funding
Pool during its April board meeting. The grants will provide
$75,000 to nonprofits serving the residents in Macon
County. 
“The nonprofits in our community need these funds more

than ever,” said Macon County Commission Vice-Chair
Ronnie Beale. “As needs for their services have increased,
for many nonprofits, funding sources have decreased, so I
am proud to support these grants.”
BOC allocates $75,000 a year for the community funding

pool, which provides grants to local nonprofits. Due to
COVID19, the Macon County Board of Commissioners had
reduced the community funding pool by 50 percent, with in-
tention of providing $37,500 for nonprofits this year. How-
ever, during the mid-year review meeting, Macon County
Manager Derek Roland recommended the full $75,000 be
allocated due to county revenues being higher than expected. 
The community funding pool receives on average 15 ap-

plications from area nonprofits, however this year, a total of
13 organizations applied. While opening the grant applica-
tion process to allow time for more organizations to apply,
the Community Funding Task Force, which is comprised of
10 community members, submitted nominations to com-

missioners to approve. 
According to Karen Wallace, who serves on the Commu-

nity Funding Task Force, 12 of the 13 organizations that ap-
plied were recommended for approvals by the board.
Wallace said the applicant not receiving funding, the Arise
and Shine Women’s Recovery Center, was in early stages
and there was additional paperwork and documentation
needed to be eligible for the grants. 

Macon County Community Funding Pool recipients: 
Bascom Corporation — $325 — STEAM Programs 
Highlands Cashiers Land Trust — $3,200 — Kids in Na-

ture Education Program 
Highlands Community Child Development Center —

$1,075 — Naptime cots for preschool children 
Hospice House — $7,800 — Patient care equipment 
KIDS Place — $10,600 — Client services 
Literacy Council of Highlands — $5,300 — English as a

second language Program 
Macon County Humane Society — $5,300 — Remodel

crates and kennels 
Macon Program for Progress — $10,600 — Parents as

Teachers Operational Support 
Mountain Mediation — $4,300 — Operational Support 
REACH of Macon County — $10,600 —Domestic vio-

lence service delivery 
Read2ME — $5,300 — Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
Teen Challenge of the Smokies — $10,600 — Remodel-

ing and maintenance 

New policy will expand internet 
access in rural North Carolina 
More North Carolinians, especially in rural areas, will be able

to access affordable, high-speed internet service, thanks to the
new state Dig Once Policy spearheaded by Governor Roy
Cooper.
“The pandemic has highlighted the critical need for high-

speed internet in our daily lives,” said Governor Cooper. "Mak-
ing it easier to install broadband will help people from all
corners of our state get connected to online health care, edu-
cation and business services they need.”
The Dig Once Policy, which took effect March 1, will help ex-

pand broadband access in the state by making it less expen-
sive and easier to install broadband conduit along
state-maintained roads. Cooper issued a 2019 executive order
directing the state departments of Information Technology and
Transportation to develop the policy.
North Carolina’s Dig Once Policy requires internet service

providers who are installing or relocating facilities within a state
road project to advertise their project so other internet service
providers can install their fiber optic cable when the trench is
dug for the conduit.
One of the most expensive parts of installing broadband

comes about when companies dig an open trench to install the
fiber. The policy will enable multiple internet service providers
to collaborate, disturb the ground just once to install conduit
and share the costs for fiber installation.
For more information, read the state Dig Once Policy or the

NCDIT’s web page on these policies.

Mher’s Day

https://www.facebook.com/happyholidaysballoons/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Attic-Antiques-302376849903176
https://www.facebook.com/thedustypallet/
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72 E. Main St.
Franklin, NC

828.524.2956

thekitchensinkinc.com

Treat Mom  to
the  b est  this 

Mother’s  Day!
VITAMIX 

EXPLORIAN E-310

SALE $289.99

$60
OFF

Reg. $350

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm
19 East Palmer Street • Franklin, NC 

(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank)

Rusted Arrow 
Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques
828.421.0820

streetsoffranklinnc.org
Sponsored by The Streets of Franklin Heritage Association, Town of Franklin, & TDA and TDC

Saturday, May 8
Main Street • Downtown Franklin

Come Celebrate
Mother’s Day
in Downtown Franklin, NC

Mother’s Day Specials in Local Stores
Crafters on the Sidewalk  • Balloons

Music w/ DJ in front of Wells Fargo 10am – 4pm

“Enjoy ou r Downtown Franklin”

70 East Main St. • Franklin, NC
(828)369-7942 • booksunlimitednc.com

A Book is a Present You 
can open again and again

Books Unlimited

Mher’s Day

https://www.streetsoffranklinnc.org
https://www.facebook.com/booksunlimitednc/
https://www.facebook.com/EverythingbuttheKitchenSinkat72E.MainSt/
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/Rubycitygems/
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GIFTS • HOME DECOR • ACCESSORIES

37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC 828.369.1612

Gifts for
Mother’s Day

Sales • Service • Lessons
Bryan Loy - Owner    292 NE Main St., Franklin, NC 28734

ParadiseMusicNC@gmail.com    (828) 369-7227

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS

BBUUTTTTEERRCCUUPP’’SS
TTRREEAASSUURREESS
Antiques • Collectibles

Furniture • Kitchenware
Jewelry • Tools
And Much More!

882288--663344--66114422
77332222 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd.. 
FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

HHOOUURRSS
TThhuurrssddaayy -- SSaattuurrddaayy 

1100aamm--44ppmm

AAnnttiiqquueess •• CCoolllleeccttiibblleess
FFuurrnniittuurree •• KKiittcchheennwwaarree

JJeewweellrryy •• TToooollss
AAnndd MMuucchh MMoorree!! At the Flower Company, we cut our flowers

from our flower farm in the morning and on
your table that same afternoon.

Order early for best selection and delivery.

Located at 11485 Georgia Road, Otto, NC
1 mile north of state line

828.524.2829 or shop online: the"owercompanync.com

Florist and Farmer
of specialty cut flowers

DDoonn’’tt ffoorrggeett aabboouutt ~~ MMoomm ~~
tthhiiss MMootthheerr’’ss DDaayy

MMoomm ddeesseerrvveess tthhee
ffrreesshheesstt,, lloonnggeesstt llaassttiinngg

fflloowweerrss aavvaaiillaabbllee

https://www.facebook.com/The-Flower-Company-119378344908515/
https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
https://www.facebook.com/paradisemusicnc
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* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/10/21–6/21/21 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a Reward Card and mailed
within 6 weeks of rebate claim approval. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month
thereafter. See complete terms distributed with reward card. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2021 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All
trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.

278 W Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sat: By Appointment  Sun: Closed

828-369-6275 
www.creativeinteriorsnc.com

24 E. MAIN ST. FRANKLIN, NC
828.369.7300

BBOOUUTTIIQQUUEE •• JJEEWWEELLRRYY •• AACCCCEESSSSOORRIIEESS

arrives for Spring

Find Your Happy Place!

GGiifftt CCeerrttiiffiiccaatteess AAvvaaiillaabbllee

882288--663344--00004400
9944 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

HHoommee DDééccoorr •• AArrttwwoorrkk •• GGiiffttss 
Doodlebugs

GIFTS FOR MOM

Mher’s
Day

https://www.facebook.com/alwaysraisingthebar/
https://www.facebook.com/CreativeInteriorsFranklinNC
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
https://www.facebook.com/doodlebugsfranklinnc/
https://www.facebook.com/bakeryfranklin
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Mountain Medical
Directory

Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening

• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now
Available!

N.C. eases some Covid restrictions
Governor Roy Cooper and North Car-

olina Department of Health and Human
Services Secretary Mandy K. Cohen, M.D.
gave an update on the state’s current data,
trends and vaccination progress Wednesday.
As the state’s metrics and key indicators re-
main stable, Governor Cooper also signed
an Executive Order outlining safety meas-
ures for the month of May. Executive Order
No. 209 will take effect April 30 and is set
to expire June 1. As more North Carolinians
get vaccinated and adhere to safety proto-
cols over the course of the next month, the
state anticipates lifting more restrictions on
June 1. 
“While our numbers are mostly stable, we

have more work to do to beat back this pan-
demic,” said Governor Cooper. “Let’s work
hard in May and get as many people vacci-
nated as we can before summer gets here.”
Under the new Executive Order, masks

will still be required indoors but are no
longer mandated outdoors. Masks are still
strongly recommended outdoors by NC
DHHS in crowded areas and higher risk set-
tings where social distancing is difficult. 
Executive Order No. 209 will also in-

crease mass gathering capacity limits. The
number of people who may gather indoors

will increase from 50 to 100 and the num-
ber of people who may gather outdoors will
increase from 100 to 200. Occupancy lim-
its currently in place will remain the same.
“Fortunately, we now have enough vac-

cine for everyone. They are free and widely
available across the state. In many places
you don’t need appointment,” said Secre-
tary Cohen. “For those who have questions,
I encourage you to go to YourSpotYour-
Shot.nc.gov to learn about the benefits of
the vaccines, potential temporary reactions
you might experience, and answers to com-
mon questions.” 
North Carolina continues to focus on dis-

tributing vaccines quickly and equitably. To
date, the state has administered over 7 mil-
lion doses. 48.7% percent of those 18 and
up are at least partially vaccinated, and
39.2% percent of those 18 and up have been
fully vaccinated. 
State health officials are continuing to

monitor COVID-19 and its more conta-
gious variants in North Carolina, which is
why it is important to continue to follow the
state’s mask mandate and continue to prac-
tice safety precautions, including the Three
Ws—wear a mask, wait 6 feet apart, and
wash hands often.

Zonta Club gives to REACH 
The Zonta Club of the Franklin Area pre-

sented reading materials for women to
REACH in Franklin. Fifty booklets on fi-
nancial management and two self-help books
were given at a presentation at the REACH
for Bargains store. Zonta supports REACH
in Jackson County and Macon County.
REACH of Macon County and Jackson

County helps women and families by fight-
ing violence in the home and sexual assault
anywhere. It runs 24/7 crisis hotlines, coun-

seling and education services and a shelter in
Macon County.
The Franklin Zonta Club is the only one of

this international organization in North Car-
olina. Zonta focuses on helping women and
their families reach their full potential by ad-
dressing education and health needs, by work-
ing to end violence against women and by
supporting women in the workplace.  
For more information visit the Club’s web-

site at zontafranklinnc.org.

Pictured (L-R) are inda Tyler and Peggy Milton (Zonta Board); Jennifer Lynn- Turner (REACH);
Roxanne Chambless and Deanna Wagner (Zonta Board).

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
https://www.myharrisregional.com
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71 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 • 828.524.0734  •  WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM

YOUR HOMETOWN DEALER

Duramax 6.6 LT Turbo diesel w/ Allison 10spd
transmission. Fully loaded with heated/cooled
seats, Navigation, leather, Bose sound system.

MSRP $77,350  ONLY $75,600

5.3 LT V8 Automatic, Power windows, locks,
mirrors, tilt, cruise, factory trailerbrake & for-
ward collision alert & braking.

MSRP $47,900  ONLY $43,500

Fully loaded including leather, panoramic sun-
roof, remote start with heated seats, collision
alert with braking, blind spot detection and
too much more to list here.

MSRP $30,790  ONLY $27,711

V8, Automatic, leather interior, 20”wheels, for-
ward collision alert & braking, wireless charg-
ing, heated & cooled memory seats, remote
start & hands-free power lift gate and Much,
Much More!!

MSRP 51,465  ONLY $43,746

All wheel drive, crossover with keyless entry,
power windows, locks, mirrors, tilt, cruise,
power seat, Apple Carplay, Android Auto and
much more!

MSRP $29,820  ONLY $25,347

2021 CHEVROLET 3500 HD 4X4 LTZ 2021CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
CREW CAB TRAILBOSS 4X4

2021 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER LT AWD

2020 CHEVROLET BLAZER PREMIER AWD

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

1 owner new car trade in, clean car-
fax, power windows, locks, mirrors,
tilt and cruise, sunroof and alloy
wheels.   ONLY $12,990

Heated leather, panoramic sunroof,
navigation, forward collision alert,
blind spot detection and Much,
Much More.   ONLY $27,770

Full power package including key-
less entry, power windows, locks,
mirrors. Great gas mileage and low
payments.   ONLY $16,900

2017 CHEVROLET SPARK LT

2018 VW TIGUAN SEL 
PREMIUM AWD

2019 TOYOTA COROLLA 
LE SEDAN

Leather interior, navigation, driver
confidence package with auto par-
allel parking. Too much equipment
to list here. MUST SEE! 
ONLY $27,936

Everything you would expect in a
luxury truck, including chrome
wheels and step bars with trailer
assist!!   ONLY $44,477

2019 FORD EDGE TITANIUM

2018 FORD F-150 LARIAT 
4X4 CREW CAB

Very well-equipped 3rd row SUV, 1
local owner with no accidents, fully
loaded with blind spot detection
and rear cross traffic warning.   
ONLY $24,750

2019 KIA SORENTO LX AWD

2020 HONDA ODYSSEY

1 owner, local trade-in, leather in-
terior, sunroof, heated seats, power
side doors and lift gate, will not
find a nicer one.  ONLY $37,900
2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO

Z71 CREW CAB 4X4

V6, Automatic, power windows,
locks, mirrors, tow package, bed-
liner, fully equipped mid-sized
truck!  ONLY $34,900

2021 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS

Electric crossover with auto emergency brak-
ing, blind spot detection, heated seats and so
much more. No gas or oil changes ever again!

MSRP $40,010  ONLY $28,995

2020 CHEVROLET BOLT LT

https://WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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Letters to the Editor

The Macon County News letters page is a
public forum open to a wide variety of opin-
ions as a right guaranteed in the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Letters
are neither accepted nor rejected based on
content. Letters must be signed and contact
information provided. Views expressed are
not necessarily reflective of the opinions of
publisher, editor or staff. Writers are asked
to refrain from personal attacks against in-
dividuals or businesses. Email lettters to:
maconcountynews@gmail.com

What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor 
Highlands Mayor

I was playing cleanup on
Monday [4/19], that is pa-
trolling the corridors and pick-
ing up the orange trash bags
from the Highlands Plateau
Pickup.  Over 50 volunteers hit
the corridor roads this past Sat-
urday [4/17].  I want to thank
the Highlands Chamber of
Commerce, especially Beverly
Wichman for her coordination
of another successful event.

Every year I see the same trash in the orange bags that
the volunteers collect.  There are the plastic and alu-
minum cola and beer bottles, the empty potatoes chip
bags, the cans filled with snuff spit, and all sorts of paper
products.  There is also a substantial amount of con-
struction debris such as insulation, plastic wrap and
scraps of wood and metal.

Monday afternoon I was at the city limits sign on NC
28 retrieving the big orange litter sign that I had deployed
to warn motorist on Saturday.   About 50 yards beyond
the town limits I saw a small wooden structure, pictured
in the photo, in the middle of the road.   There was a layer
of exposed nails that would have wreaked havoc on an
unsuspecting motorist.  I warned two approaching vehi-
cles and quickly ran out to retrieve the hazard.

I know where it came from and its destination.  A con-
tractor crew had loaded a truck with a demolished deck.
The truck was headed to the Rich Gap transfer station.
The load was not secured and the wooden gate in the
photo fell onto the road.  I wonder if the driver of the
truck noticed the object from his load on his return trip
from the transfer station and just kept driving.  That may
have happened since I was retrieving it after the transfer
station had closed. 

The question is how can we improve the problem of
trash and litter on the roadways?  I use the term we, in-
stead of the town.  The immediate response by some is
that the town should do something like have crews pick
up the corridors coming into the town.  My response is
that the town may need to reconsider pickups on the road-
ways inside the town, but that would be a limited solu-
tion.  Our employees cannot go beyond the town limits.
That road obstruction was just outside the town limits.
While I know our employees would have done the same
thing I did in retrieving the danger, technically it would
be beyond their responsibility. The town limits stop at the
Sequoyah Dam, so the vast majority of the litter on that

Patrick Taylor

Continued on page 11

Email letters to the editor to
maconcountynews@gmail.com

Arguments against photo IDs are disengenuous
Let’s set into place the clear and unequivocal evidence

that the Socialist/Communist Democratic Party and their
propaganda operations arm in the Lame Scream media have
perpetrated a carefully orchestrated full bore effort to sub-
vert one important aspect of our election process.

Virtually everyone in this country has to have a valid
government issued photo ID to:

Open a bank account                                    
Cash a check
Check out a library book
Apply for SNAP/Food Stamps                     
Purchase alcoholic beverages
Purchase tobacco products                         
Apply for Medicaid
Fly on an airplane                                           
Travel on a cruise ship
Apply for a job                                                
Apply for Social Security
Rent or buy a house                                      
Purchase a gun
Get married                                                     
Adopt a pet in a commercial pet store
Rent a hotel room                                        
Apply for a hunting or fishing license
Buy a cell phone                                             
Pick up a prescription at a pharmacy
Pick up a package at the Post Office         
Donate or receive blood
Purchase certain cold medicines                
Purchase nail polish at CVS
Register to go to many schools                  
Access education and other records
Rent or buy a car                                           
Get a Covid-19 vaccine shot
Most if not all states offer free photo ID cards through

the state DMV, even if you don’t need or want to drive a car.
Someone please come up with some reasonable list of

people who don’t do any of the above activities on a fre-
quent basis and have the requisite photo ID cards.

Arguments to the contrary are merely disingenuous and
specious or are people deliberately turning a blind eye to
the denigration of our great nation’s history bought by the
men and women who fought Communism in foreign lands
to keep it from coming here.

So with that said, why does the Socialist/Communist
Democratic Party and their propaganda operations arm in
the Lame Scream media arm raise such holy hell when
States require photo ID to participate in the most funda-
mental right we have, the right to vote?

It is undoubtedly because that safeguard against non-cit-
izens and illegal criminal aliens voting and diluting the vote
of American citizens goes against their agenda to overthrow

our Republican form of government. It also makes it a lot
harder for people to cast multiple ballots which are illegal in
all instances.

It is long past time for every freedom loving patriotic
American, Republican, Democrat, Independent, or unregis-
tered, to write, e-mail, call and demand ALL members of
city, county, state voting commissions and legislatures, stop
their efforts to prevent the mandatory requirement that
everyone and anyone voting in person or by mail to present
a valid photo ID in order to participate in this keystone of our
Republic.

I suggest anyone who doesn’t think that is the right thing
to do and are unhappy with living here should pack their
bags and move to a Communist country.

How can anyone in their right mind want to empower peo-
ple who are undoubtably criminals who have violated Fed-
eral law when they breached our borders and sovereignty
and jumped in front of those who are coming here through
legal channels to have any say in how we run our country?

It is beyond folly to foolishly presume to aid and abet in
bringing a Marxist/Socialist/Communist regime which is an
anathema to our existence into being in America by contin-
uing to support the Marxist/Socialist/Communist Demo-
cratic Party and think they won’t be coming for you too.

My personal opinion is that those doing so are bereft of
any moral and/or intellectual integrity in the face of the ob-
vious. If you know of anyone like that, please see if you can
say a prayer for God to heal their obviously tortured souls.

Peter K. Stern
USAF Retired – Franklin, N.C.

The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
any advertisement or supplement beyond the actual cost of the ad-
vertisement or supplement. In no event shall publisher be liable for
any consequential damages or any damages in excess of the cost of
the advertisement or supplements. The Macon County News and
Shopping Guide reserves the right not to accept an advertiser’s order.
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plements will be accepted without prior approval of publisher. Third
Class Mailing Privileges Authorized at Franklin, N.C. 28734
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
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scenic byway is beyond the town.
So what are some solutions?  First, maybe the county
solid waste department should have a covering of con-
struction material policy for those using their facilities.
Expecting law enforcement to enforce such a policy
would be a hit or miss proposition, but all those vehi-
cles eventually arrive at the landfill facilities.
Another idea is to have a program led by a civic or-
ganization, maybe the Chamber of Commerce, to pay a
company to do litter sweeps of the corridors on a regu-
lar schedule, not just a volunteer effort in the spring.
Under such a program concerned citizens could donate
to support the program.
Finally, maybe local businesses could support such an
anti-litter initiative. Our local ABC Store sells a huge
amount of small, plastic, one shot bottles of liquor.
Many of these bottles land up in those orange trash bags,
as well as the many Bud Light cans and bottles sold at
the local convenience stores and gas stations.  Maybe
these businesses could be participants in such an effort
and even be a part of a campaign to make folks aware of
littering.
These ideas would need a community commitment,
not just a simple position of “just let the town take care
of it.”  I hope in the coming weeks some of the ideas I
have suggested can become a reality.

NC Superintendent tours schools in WNC
Brittney Lofthouse
Contributing Writer

North Carolina’s Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction
Catherine Truitt was in West-
ern North Carolina recently
visiting several mountain
schools. Senator Kevin Corbin
and Macon County Schools of-
ficials joined Truitt on her stop
in Macon County where she
toured Nantahala School.
“We are excited that Super-
intendent Truitt and her team
visited Nantahala School and
Macon County,” said Dr. Chris
Baldwin. “Mrs. Truitt seemed
to truly enjoy learning about
our school system and our stu-
dents.”
Nantahala Principal An-
drew Pyle said it was a
unique experience for a small
school. 
“It was a great honor to be visited by Superintendent Tru-
itt and Senator Corbin,” said Nantahala Principal Andrew
Pyle. “We love having the opportunity to show the awesome
and engaging teaching and learning that is taking place at
Nantahala School and in Macon County Schools."
Superintendent Truitt, a Republican, was elected last No-
vember to serve as the new NC State Superintendent. She
began her career in education as a high school English
teacher and spent two years in the classroom teaching both
high school and middle school. She has been nominated
twice for the Teacher of the Year Award. She spent her last
three years as a teacher teaching at West Johnston High
School where she taught English to juniors and seniors.
Under Governor Pat McCrory, Truitt was appointed to serve
on his Senior Advisory Committee on Education in 2015.
McCrory even awarded Truitt with the Order of the Long
Leaf Pine, the state’s highest honor, in recognition of her ef-
forts to improve public education across the state. 
“It was my pleasure to welcome Superintendent Cather-

ine Truitt to Macon County,” said Corbin. “Since first being
elected to Raleigh, I have made it my priority to ensure that
folks in Raleigh are reminded that the state doesn’t end in
Asheville. As one of the newest elected state leaders, Super-
intendent Truitt is already making the western part of the
state a priority and I am looking forward to working along-
side her to continue ensuring the residents in the West are
not forgotten.” 
Corbin said that Truitt’s visit to Macon County was hope-
fully the first of many and that she was committed to con-
tinuing to support small schools like Nantahala and
Highlands on the state level.  
Superintendent Truitt also visited Macon, Jackson, and
Swain County schools. 
“To my knowledge, this is the only time that a Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction has been in Macon or Swain
county,” said Corbin. “Students from Swain County prepared
and served our lunch. It was a great visit and she promised
there would be more visits to come.”

Pictured are Superintendent of Public Instruction Catherine Truitt and Nantahala Principal An-
drew Pyle with staff members, Sen. Kevin Corbin, School board member Carol Woodlee, School
Superintendent Dr. Chris Baldwin, School board member Tommy Cabe and school board mem-
ber Melissa Evans.

TROUT FISHING
NO LICENSE, NO LIMIT

OPEN Weekends Only April, May & Oct.
OPEN 7 Days a Week June & July

828-349-9034
4175 Tellico Rd., Franklin, NC

A Stocked Catch Out Pond with
Rainbow, Brook, Brown and even Golden Trout .

•KID FRIENDLY! •WE HAVE FISHING RODS AND BAIT
We can clean your catch and pack on ice

Catch a
Golden
Trout
it’s FREE

‘THOR’

55 YYeeaarr OOlldd,,
NNeeuutteerreedd MMaallee..
LLoovveess PPeeooppllee,,
SSoommee DDooggss,,

NNoo CCaattss..
HHaass SShhoottss && 

MMiiccrroocchhiipp

MACON COUNTY
ANIMAL SERVICES
(828)349-2106

https://www.tellicotrout.com
http://www.wayah.com
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Franklin High School Lady Panthers softball honor its seniors 
Franklin High School Lady Panthers Softball team held its senior

night last Thursday prior to the game against East Henderson, which
the Lady Panthers won handily, 10-7. The Lady Panther played Pisgah
on Tuesday and will play Smoky Mountain on Friday. The Lady Pan-
thers beat Pisgah at their last meeting 16-0, but lost to Smoky in a close
match, 3-2. As of April 27, Franklin was ranked 5th in the state NC
Class 2A Softball Rankings.

#15 Kiara Dewey, catcher, is accompanied by her mother, father and brother.
Kiara plans to attend Caldwell Community College.

#8 Rylee Corbin accompanied by her mother and father Autumn and Alan. Rylee plans to attend
the University of Tennessee.

#7 Deaven Lombard is escorted by her father Steve and her mother Sharalyn. Deaven
plans to attend Western Carolina University.

#22 Taylor Ensley is accompanied by mother Kim, father Todd and sister Tori.
Taylor plans to attend NC State University.

#2 McKenzie Redoutey is accompanied by her mother and father Deb and Scott.
McKenzie plans to attend Louisiana State University.

Photos by
Patri Cabe
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828.349.3390
Franklin, NC 

Serving All of 
Western North Carolina

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal
Excavating • Backhoe • Land Clearing

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling • Sewer & Water

Sealcoating & Striping

#21 Nevaeh Tran accompanied by her mother, father and sisters. Nevaeh plans to attend West-
ern Carolina University.

#5 Kandice Parker accompanied by her father Lance, her mother Crystal, her sister Cassidy, her
sister Savannah and her brother Lance. Kandice plans to attend Western Carolina University.

https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
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Arise & Shine
Thrift Store

Carson Community Bldg.
3001 Old Murphy Rd. 

Franklin, NC
(828) 634-0217

   

Hours:  Tuesday – Saturday  10AM – 4PM

The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department made the
following arrests April 16 - 26.
All suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

April 20
William Mark Pritikin, was charged with obtaining property by

false pretense. Matthew Long made the arrest. 
Nathan Peter Etzel, was charged with felony speeding to elude

arrest. Matthew L. Long made the arrest. 

April 21
Brannon James Parrish, was charged with probation violation.

Clay A. Saunders made the arrest. 
Sarah Lynn Webb, was charged with failure to appear for pos-

session of methamphetamine, probation violation. Jordan C. Sut-
ton made the arrest. 
Trance Lewis Stoudemire, was charged with probation viola-

tion, assault by strangulation, assault on a female, assault  inflict-
ing serious injury with a minor present, injury to personal property.
Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 
Dustin Cole Estevez, was issued warrant service for offense

committed in jurisdiction. Emileigh E. Sands made the arrest. 
Jeremy Cole Sanders, was charged with possession of a firearm

by a convicted felon. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.   

April 22
Randy Topez Stewart, was charged with false imprisonment, re-

sist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. Matthew T. Breedlove
made the arrest. 

April 23
Tiegha Shaye Franklin, was charged with larceny, possession of

stolen goods/property. Timothy B. Carter made the arrest. 

April 24
Michael Anthony Passafume, was charged with maintaining a

place for controlled substances, speeding, driving left of center,
reckless driving. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

April 16
Michael Anthony Passafume, 51, was charged with possession

of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, felony flee
to elude, assault with a deadly weapon on law enforcement officer,
resist/obstruct/delay, damage to property, speeding 100 MPH in 35
MPH zone, unsafe lane change, white light rear of vehicle. A se-
cured bond of $40,000 was set. Officer Dula made the arrest.

April 17
Richard Lee Davis, 35, was charged with second degree tres-

passing. An unsecured bond of $800 was set. Sergeant Norman

made the arrest. 

April 18
Angela Watson Torres, 52, was charged with misdemeanor lar-

ceny. An unsecured bond of $500 was set. Officer Bingham made
the arrest. 
William Grady Baughn 29, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, resisting a
public officer. A secured bond of $1,200 was set. 

April 20
James Taylor, 55, was charged with possession of methamphet-

amine, possession of a schedule II controlled substance, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of $3,000 was set.
Officer Kirkland made the arrest. 

April 18
Daniel Gregory Still, 65, was charged with second degree tres-

pass. An unsecured bond of $200 was set. Sargent Beegle made
the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

April 19
Jessica Roxanne Small, 36, of University Heights, Cullowhee,

was charged with simple assault. No bond was set.
Michael Eric Stone,  50, of Live Oak, Fla., was charged with

communicating threats, contributing to the delinquency of a juve-
nile, misdemeanor child abuse, assault on a child under 12, failure
to appear for driving while license revoked impaired violation, mis-
demeanor probation violation, driving while intoxicated level 5. A
secured bond of $8,500 was set. 
Tansi Elaine Young, 40, of Old Soco Rd., Cherokee, was

charged with failure to complete community service. A secured
bond of $1,000 was set. 
Alexis Cyntoria Smith, 22, of Welders Lane, Dillsboro, was

charged with obtaining property by false pretenses. An unsecured
bond of $5,000 was set. 

April 20
David Charles Roberts, 40, of Whittier, was charged with fail-

ure to appear for driving while license revoked. A secured bond of
$500 was set. 
Thomas Michael Joseph Wade, 18, of Touch Stone Lane, was

charged with failure to appear for injury to personal property, as-
sault on a female. A secured bond of $6,000 was set. 
Stephen Jeremiah Penninger, 34, of Luker Branch Rd., Tuck-

aseegee, was charged with failure to appear for possession of meth
and drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Andrew Douglas Anderson, 34, of Dills Branch, was charged

with failure to appear for second degree trespass, resisting a pub-
lic officer. A secured bond of $1,500 was set.
Cody Allen Mintz,  29, of Crakin Chestnut Lane, was charged

with failure to appear for probation violation. A secured bond of
$2,000 was set. 
Brannon James Parrish, 21, of Wyner Mason Rd., Franklin, was

charged with failure to appear for possession with intent to manu-
facture/sell/deliver methamphetamine, possession of a stolen motor
vehicle, obtaining property by false pretense, breaking and enter-
ing, felony probation violation. A secured bond of $500,000 was
set. 

April 21
Delbert Carlsyle Ward, 30, of Hurl Rd., Whittier, was charged

with failure to appear for attempted larceny. A secured bond of
$50,000 was set. 
Rhiannon Tancy Ward, 26, of Hull Rd., Whittier, was charged

with failure to appear for attempted larceny. A secured bond of
$50,000 was set. 
Ryan James Schaefer, 35, of Deyoung Rd., Lymon, S.C., was

charge with possession of drug paraphernalia, felony possession
of cocaine. A secured bond of $2,500 was set. 
Mark Anthony Wood, 32, of Clay Haven Heights, was charged

with felony flee/elude arrest, felony probation violation. A secured
bond of $5,000 was set. 
Shawn Aaron Bradley, 38, of Dills Branch Rd., was charged

with resist/obstruct/delay. No bond was set. 

April 22
Jessica Lynn Holiday, 32, of Mockingbird Lane, was charged

with misdemeanor child abuse, possession of drug paraphernalia,
assault on another person in the presence of a minor, simple as-
sault, possession of marijuana, possession of controlled substance
in prison /jail premises. No bond was set. 
William Kenneth Drasdo, 41, of Mockingbird Lane, was

charged with misdemeanor child abuse, assault on another person
in the presence of a minor, assault on a female, possession of mar-
ijuana paraphernalia, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, possession of methamphetamine.
No bond was set. 
Hannah Mikayla Hilton, 22, of Rosemont Rd., was charged with

probation violation. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 
Jake Michael Radford, 22, of Catolster Johnson Rd., Cherokee,

was charged with possession of marijuana paraphernalia, carrying
a concealed gun, maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/place for a con-
trolled substance, felony possession of a schedule VI controlled
substance, possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a
schedule VI controlled substance. A secured bond of $10,000 was
set. 

April 23
Wayne Lee Kitchens, 46, of Sleepy Lane, Warner Robins, Ga.,

was charged with extradition/fugitive from other state. No bond
was set. 
Simon James Willmon, 48, of Whitney Dr., Asheville, was

charged with failure to appear for assault on a female. A secured
bond of $2,000 was set. 
Jessica Lynn Holliday, 32, of Mocking bird Lane, was charged

with failure to appear for defrauding a drug/alcohol screen test. A
secured bond of $8,000 was set. 
Maggie Ann Martinez, 23, of Westridge Rd., was charged with

failure to appear for cruelty to animals. A secured bond of $500
was set. 
Brandon Marsell Barker, 18, of Cheek Circle Rd., was charged

with possession of an open container of an alcoholic beverage in
the passenger area of a motor vehicle, consume alcoholic beverage
by less than 19 year old, possession of marijuana paraphernalia,
felony possession of marijuana.  An unsecured bond of $2,500 was
set. 

April 24
Daniel Wayne Warren, 38, of Sylva, was charged with assault in-

flicting a serious injury, resist a public officer. A secured bond of
$6,000 was set. 
Matthew Douglas Owen, 37, of Eagle Ridge Rd., Sappire, was

charged with communicating threats, resist/delay/obstruct. A se-
cured bond of $1,000 was set. 

https://www.smokeymountainauctioncompany.hibid.com
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
High Mountain Squares Social Square Dancing Classes will begin on
Monday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. at the Environmental Resource Build-
ing.  Vaccines are required to participate.  For more information, call
(828)787-2324,  (727)599-1440, (706)746-5426 or (828)332-0001.

Franklin Seventh Day Adventist Community Services are open
on Monday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., to help Macon County residents
in need with rent, power bill and a fully stocked food pantry. The
church is located at 93 Church St., Suite 212. For more information,
call (828)369-9000.  

First Presbyterian Church Clothing Drive on the theme of “Clothe
the Naked” as a part of the Matthew 25 Initiative. A box will be out
in front of the sanctuary on Church Street on Mondays from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Specifically looking for new underwear, socks, and
sweatpants for elementary schools, nursing homes and the home-
less. This drive will continue through April. 

New Girl Scout Troop forming in Franklin. Now recruiting for
Daisies, ages 5 and 6; Brownies, ages 7 and 8; and Juniors, ages
9 and 10. For more information, call (828)371-2823 or email diane-
peltz1953@gmail.com 

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the
greatest gift you could ever give is time. Any amount is good. Some
great times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences await.
Call (828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Friends of the Greenway  FROG Quarters is now open Wednes-
day to Saturday, 9 a.m. to  2 p.m.,  at 573 E. Main. Stop by for cof-
fee, a soft drink and a snack, and free internet.  Reservations taken
for the shelters.

Franklin Alcoholics Anonymous “Open Meetings” are for anyone
who thinks they may have a drinking problem or for anyone interested
in the A.A. recovery program. In-person meetings with Covid 19 pre-
ventive measures are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:30 p.m.
at the First United Methodist Church Outreach Center, 66 Harrison
Ave., Franklin. Onlne meeting information is available by
visiting www.aawnc80.org. or to speak with a member of A.A. call
(828)349-4357.

Macon County Public Health is currently vaccinating those eligible
under Groups 4. People in Group 4  are those who have a medical
condition that puts them at higher risk of serious illness and people
who live in certain congregate settings are eligible for vaccination. The
rest of Group 4, which includes all other essential workers and all
adults will become eligible April 7. Individuals that want to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine, must call Macon County’s Vaccine Call Center at
(828)524-1500 to register and schedule an appointment. The Call

Center is open Monday – Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night,  6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind.
Celebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom
from the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five
years old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47
Macon Center Dr. (behind Bojangles). For more information,
email cr@discover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as
strollers, car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are al-
ways welcome. Services are free and confidential. For more infor-
mation or an appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or
smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center  Zoom Classes will include exercise, tai
chi, and others. For more information, or to register, call the Senior
Center at (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, the Franklin Wood Carving Club will meet on Thurs-
day,  6:30 p.m. in Franklin High School Wood Shop. They will con-
tinue to meet on Thursdays. Participants are asked to comply with
social distancing and other endemic protocols. All members and
prospective members are cordially invited to attend. For more infor-
mation, call Contact D Lansont (828)369-2144. 

Uptown Gallery on Main Street new hours are Monday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease
or dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for shar-
ing, education, and support through a telephone conference. Support
group participants and a support group facilitator connect each month
for one-hour confidential sessions. For more information, call
(800)272-3900.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open are
food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for an ap-
plication at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

Volunteer at Angel Medical Center Enjoy the reward of making
someone else’s day brighter by sharing your talents and time. Be-
come a volunteer at Angel Medical Center. Volunteers serve in a va-
riety of roles such as mail and flower delivery, guest service,
information desk assistance, student volunteer programs, pet ther-
apy, chaplain, administrative support and more. For more informa-
tion, call (828)349-6639 or email Bonnie.Peggs@msj.org.

First Alliance Church Services for Sunday, May 2, 10:30 a.m.
Senior Pastor, Scott Eichelberger, will deliver the message, as part
of the series on Genesis. Special music will be presented by Pinna-
cle Brass.  Come, celebrate Communion with us!   Sunday School
for all ages is at 9:30 am. Mask wearing and social distancing are re-
quested.  The church is located in Franklin at 31 Promise Lane (off
Womack next door to Trimont Christian Academy). For more infor-
mation, call the church office at (828)369-7977.

Grace Baptist Church services are held on Sunday,  11 a.m.  Frank
Rodriguez is the pastor. All are welcome to attend. The church is lo-
cated at 130 Setser Branch Road.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is observed and
safety measures are in place.  Services are also streamed online on
the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. The church is located
at  59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone:
(828)369-3885.

Cowee Baptist Church is hosting “Parenting the Love and Logic
Way” a seven-week  study presented by Heart for Families on
Wednesdays, through May 26, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Using the powerful
tools of Love and Logic®, we can help our children make good
choices while maintaining their love and respect. Love and Logic®
is balance of love, mutual respect, limits, and accountability. All de-
signed to help kids become happy, self-controlled adults. Registra-
tion is required. For more information, contact Bruce Ferguson by
email B2F@msn.com

Son Rise Ministries is a non-denominational, full-gospel, Christian
fellowship that meets Friday evenings at 7 p.m.,  Intercessory  Prayer
is Monday night at 6:30 p.m., Womens Bible study is Wednesdays,
1 to 3 p.m. The church is located at 462 Depot St.  For more infor-
mation, call (828)369-2465 or (828)421-4153. 

Seventh Day Adventist Church meets on Saturday, with Sabbath
School at 9:30 a.m., Worship Service at 11 a.m. Masks are required.
Tha church is located at 71 Brendle Rd.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through
its YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All Saints
Franklin." The in-person worship schedule is subject to change. To
learn more about attending in-person worship, contact us directly at
admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or by calling (828)524-4910.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The
church is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m. with social distancing observed. Brian Lamb in the
pastor. The church is located at the intersection of Cheek Road and
Addington Bridge Road. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!
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YOUR GUIDE TO AREA DINING Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm

Closed Sun
263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Bella Vista Square

313 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Luciosnc.com

828.369.6670

Authentic Italian/Continental Cuisine Dine-in
Carry-out
WWeedd.-SSaatt.
55ppmm-88ppmm
No Reservations 

Accepted

and

EATING OUT

24 Iotla Street • Franklin, NC
Located behind the Courthouse

Open 7 Days
11am-9pm

Special Liberty Project holds its first women’s retreat
Deena C. Bouknight – Contributing Writer

“So, so incredible,” is how founder and
CEO Jessica Merritt described the first Spe-
cial Liberty Project retreat in Macon County.
Six women, all based in North Carolina, at-
tended a three-day retreat hosted in the Holly
Springs cvommunity by Special Liberty Proj-
ect. Each attendee shared personal stories of
the loss of a military spouse due to combat,
accident, or suicide. 

The nonprofit was started four years ago in
San Diego, Calif., by Jessica and her hus-
band, Cory, a recently retired U.S. Navy Sen-
ior Chief involved in search and rescue. The
couple saw a need to provide respites for
struggling and grieving individuals and fam-

ilies. And, since Cory grew up enjoying out-
door pursuits like hunting, and Jessica has al-
ways had a love of nature and a passion for
understanding food origins and sustainable
living, they decided to offer such pursuits to
at least a half dozen individuals each month
at their new Franklin location.  

For the past few months, local volunteers
have been readying the property in prepara-
tion for the April 8-11 retreat. 

“More than 100 people have volunteered
in the past few months,” said Jessica. “Meta
and Tim Sadlon (Sadlon and Associates)
were a huge help. Tim brought his team over
to do a lot of the construction work for the
tent platforms and Meta provided so many

gifts for the ladies and helped so much with
the final touches on the 16-by-14 foot
tents. The Knights of Columbus  participated
in volunteer cleanup days. And local friends,
the Holden Family, Dustin, Stacy, and Mad-
die, helped with building and whatever was
needed. Morgan and Melonie Stewart, Stew-
art Communications, were hard at work be-
hind the scenes making sure everything went
smoothly. And countless other local volun-
teers worked hard to make this retreat the
best it could be.”

On the agenda for the six women, who ar-
rived on Thursday, April 8, was a pottery
workshop, dulcimer music around a camp-
fire, journaling, hiking, yoga, equine therapy,

understanding bee keeping, and more. 
“Bees were donated to the organization

and we were even taught a lovely workshop
on how to create a sleep-better balm using
beeswax, and bee balm was given to the re-
treat participants,” said Jessica. “Art Room
did a wonderful journaling workshop and
donated art materials, Sally DeLawter pro-
vided the gift of music with her dulcimer,
and Sulky of America, our corporate spon-
sor, gave a generous donation for a sewing
workshop so there could be a take-home ac-
tivity for the women to practice mindful-
ness.”

Because Special Liberty Project is a fam-
ily affair, the couple and their twins, ages 10
years old, helped with set up and clean up,
serving the women, and much more. 

Sally DeLawter, of Nikwasi Dulcimer Players,
volunteered to provide music all three nights
during the retreat.

Permanent tents, deck platforms, and spacious
tent interiors for people staying at the Special
Liberty Project property in the Holly Springs are
the result of numerous local volunteers.

Six women who lost military spouses participated in Special Liberty Project’s first Macon County
retreat.

https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Las-Margaritas-Mexican-Restaurant-113686940762738
http://www.Luciosnc.com
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“We are very thankful to live in these beau-
tiful mountains, surrounded by sup-
portive patriots who want to work
with us to give back to families who
have made the ultimate sacrifice,”
expressed Cory. “We are humbled
and honored by the community's
contribution to the mission."
“The women felt comfortable and

some of them told me they rested for
the first time in a long time,” added
Jessica. “That’s our intention with
these retreats. 
“One of the rewarding aspects

was that the women relaxed and felt
they could share. When I first ar-
rived at this property, I could tell it
was a majestic healing space and I
wanted us to share it … to offer rest,
peace, and breathe. Watching that vi-
sion become reality was wonderful.
And seeing the women enjoy peer
support … knowing they weren’t
alone, means everything. What
happened at this first retreat is ex-

actly why Special Liberty
Project exists.” 
The Special Liberty Project

retreats are scheduled
monthly through the fall and
are offered at no cost to the
participants. 
“We can offer these retreats

because of fundraisers and
our local and national spon-
sors as well as regular
donors,” said Jessica. “We are
so appreciative.” 
The next retreat is May 6-9

and the Merritts said volun-
teers are always needed, as
well as anyone with a skill
who is willing to offer a
workshop during a retreat.
For more information, visit
speciallibertyproject.org or

call (828) 222-3105.

Crafts, journaling, and art were all part of the Special Lib-
erty Project retreat experience for six women who lost
their military spouses due to combat, suicide, or accident. 

Special Liberty Project Founder and CEO led the six women re-
treat attendees through an outdoor yoga session.

Hickory Knoll
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

86 E. Hickory Knoll Rd. 
Franklin, NC

(828)369-9300

Public is invited – Everyone must wear a face covering, 
stay 6 ft. apart and follow all the Covid-19 protocol

BAKE
SALE

Just in time for

Mother’s Day!

Wednesday, 
May 5

4:00 to 
6:00PM

BBAAKKEE
SSAALLEE

SSaattuurrddaayy,, 
MMaayy 11

99aamm--55ppmm
&&

SSuunnddaayy,, 
MMaayy 22

1100aamm--44ppmm

BUY•SELL•TRADE

GUN SHOW

Macon Co. Community Building
1288 Georgia Road, 441 South, Franklin, NC Across from the new Ingles

Gem Capitol

Huge 
Assortm

ent 

of Vend
ors!

SSaattuurrddaayy,, 
MMaayy 11

99aamm--55ppmm
&&

SSuunnddaayy,, 
MMaayy 22
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$10 Admission Includes Saturday & Sunday 
Under 12 FREE

Guns, Ammo, Knives, 
Shooting & Hunting Supplies & Equipment

https://www.nantahalabank.com/
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Eduardo (Eddie) A. Garcia, Jr.
Eduardo (Eddie) A. Garcia, Jr.,

63, passed away on April 24, 2021.
He born on Nov. 12, 1957, to Ed-
uardo Garcia-Rodriguez and Belen
Garcia-Arbona, was a retired
postal worker and a veteran of the
United States Army.

The U.S. Postal Service was im-
portant to him not only because of
his job, he also met the love of his
life, Diana, at the post office. Mar-
ried for 38 years and the parents of
three daughters, he will always be
remembered as a very giving fam-
ily man. He made sure their house
was filled with laughter and remained a big kid at heart.

It could be said he was his own man as he was not dependent on
the approval of others. He enjoyed coaching his girls and was will-
ing to help other players whether or not they were on his team. Sec-
ond to his family was his passion for fresh water fishing. He also
loved animals and provided a home for iguanas, turtles, and dogs
throughout the years, his favorite being a service dog basset hound
named Izzy.

He attended St. John's Episcopal Church and loved being a part
of that very special church family. His own family will remember
him sitting on the porch of his mountain home, smoking his stogie.

Left with many wonderful memories are his wife, Diana Lee
Lamb Garcia, of Franklin; and his daughters, Cheryl Salerno (An-
drew), Danielle Velazco (Rodrigo), and Erika Cann (Evan) all of
Concord, N.C.; four grandchildren, Cruz Eduardo, Everly Skye,
Jackson Eduardo, and Leon Alejandro; four siblings, several nieces
and nephews, along with many dear friends also survive. He was
predeceased by his parents.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in his name may be given to

Alzheimer's Association, 225 N. Michigan Avenue, Floor 17,
Chicago, IL, 60601.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.

Eduardo A. Garcia, Jr.

Ellen Higdon Goodwin
Ellen Higdon Goodwin of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
peacefully on April 21 at the age
of 87. 

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Charles Foster Hig-
don and Sallie Crawford Higdon,
her husband of 59 years, Silas
“Nat” Goodwin and her beloved
daughter, Lynda Faye Goodwin.   

She was a housewife by choice.
She was raised in Franklin until
moving to Massachusetts after
finishing 6th grade with her par-
ents. Her life there involved
swimming across lakes and play-
ing girl’s half-court basketball in high school. She was an avid
dancer and knew all the ’50’s dances.  She met her future Air Force
husband at Cape Cod where he was stationed.  She was 17 and he
was 19. They traveled to AF bases in the U.S., Germany, and
Philippines.  She raised her two daughters during those years and
then moved to Franklin upon her husband’s retirement. They be-
came members of First Baptist Church. She was active in her Sun-
day school class and church choir. She volunteered in the gift shop
at Angel Hospital. Her first love was her family. She was ex-
tremely loyal and supportive especially to her two grandchildren,
Stefanie and Ryan. Her grandson lovingly called her The Nana.
Upon her husband’s passing she traveled with her daughter and
son-in-law to several National Rural Letter Carrier Association
State and National Conventions and watched many WCU basket-
ball games at Western. Her life was full and interesting.  She
blessed everyone she met with her beautiful smile.

She is survived by her daughter, Sallie Goodwin Conley (Den-
nis) of Franklin and her grandchildren, Stefanie Conley of Sylva
and Ryan Conley of Franklin.  

A graveside service was held Sunday, April 25, at Higdonville
Baptist Church Cemetery for family and friends.

Rev. Steve Reeves officiated. 
Pallbearers were Mike Lamontagne, Mitch Nidiffer, Calvin

Conley, Russell McConnell, Craig Holland, and Tyler Holland.  
To represent her love of children, the family requests that do-

nations be made to Love That Surpasses, 3085 Arthur Court, Santa
Clara CA 95051. lovethatsurpasses.org. (A non-profit organiza-
tion which Lindsay Shuler Smith volunteers with that provides
ministry outreach and Bags of Hope to families who receive a pre-
natal diagnosis of Down Syndrome.)

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral home will be handling the arrangements.

Ellen Higdon Goodwin

James Joseph Granato
James Joseph Granato, 76, of Franklin, N.C., passed away

Thursday, April 22, 2021.  He was born Sept. 16, 1944, in Trieste,
Italy, to the late Francesco Granato and Lidia Fratte.  He was re-
tired after 30 years from Illinois Bell Phone Company.  He loved
the mountains, and loved to cook; he was a member of Knights of
Columbus and a Catholic by faith.

He is survived by his daughters, Lora Morrison (Sean) and Lisa
Vines (Michael); three sisters, Aussunta Granato (Vittorio Pig-
natelli), Marisa Granato (Enzo Parisi) and Stella Granato (Gio-
vanni Caliendo); six grandchildren, Lauren Klier, Faith Klier,
Alexander Vines, Nathan Vines, Madison Morrison and Natalie
Morrison.

No services are planned at this time.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the

Granato family. Online condolences may be  made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Joyce Bak-Feldhaus

Joyce Bak-Feldhaus, 74, passed from this life on April 18, 2021.
She was born to Felix S. and Stella M. Polaski Bak on Oct.13,
1947, in Toledo, Ohio. She and her husband, Terrence (Terry)
Patrick Feldhaus, were high school sweethearts who married later
in life.

She retired to Franklin, N.C., and was an English teacher and li-
brarian for 25 years. Her love of learning led her to earn Masters
degrees in English, Psychology, and Library Science. She enjoyed
reading, especially books about spirituality. QVC was her favorite
channel both for watching and participating. She delighted in
growing flowers and plants along with redecorating her house reg-
ularly.

She was of the Catholic faith, loved life and was a cancer sur-
vivor. She was a fighter who never lost her determined approach
and attitude towards winning that battle. She was loved by many,
including Sam (dog) and Chole (cat), her pet babies.

She was predeceased by her husband, her parents, and her sis-
ter, Phyllis Bak-Dietrich. 

She is survived by her brother-in-law, John G. Dietrich of Fer-
nandina Beach, Fla., and by her dear friend, Beth Howison of
Franklin.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the Bak-Feld-

haus family.
Online condolences at www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com.

Ray ‘Buddy’ Allen Cunningham
Ray “Buddy” Allen Cunningham,

73, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
Monday, April 19, 2021. He was
born in Macon County, North Car-
olina, Aug. 26, 1947, to the late
Ralph W. Cunningham and Maggie
Elliot Cunningham. He was a grad-
uate from Franklin High School and
was a U.S. Army veteran. He
worked and retired from General
Motors in Pontiac, Mich. He was a
gentle soul that loved helping peo-
ple and being a blessing to others, he
loved to travel to Florida to visit
friends and enjoyed traveling all
over the world; he loved his plants
and flowers. 

He is survived by his sister-in-law, Judy Cunningham of
Franklin; a sister, Louise Dills of Franklin; his friend of 50 years,
Danny McKinney of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; and many nieces and
nephews. In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by two
brothers, Wayne Cunningham and Woodrow Cunningham; a sister,
Ruth Blanton; and his beloved pet, Sophie.

A graveside memorial service was held Friday, April 23, at Iotla
United Methodist Church Cemetery with Rev. David Williams of-
ficiating.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Cun-
ningham family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Ray Allen Cunningham

Rebecca ‘Becca’ Jane Bartula
Rebecca “Becca” Jane Bartula,

age 46, of Franklin, N.C., passed
away on April 14, 2021.

She was born to Jimmy Arthur
Redus and the late Fracis Eilene
Rethorst Redus. She was a mem-
ber of Hickory Knoll United
Methodist Church. She loved peo-
ple and found joy in helping oth-
ers. 

She is survived by her children,
Maggie Cochran and Shawn
Redus; siblings, Loyd Redus (Tri-
cia) and Joe Goodman (Anita);
and father, Jimmy Redus. 

A memorial service was held
Sunday, April 25, at Hickory Knoll United Methodist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Hickory Knoll
United Methodist Church.

Online condolence at www.maconfuneralhome.com.
Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Rebecca Jane Bartula

Shirley Ann Ledford Davis
Shirley Ann Ledford Davis, 84, of Brevard, N.C., passed away

Friday, April 23, 2021.
She was born in Macon County to the late Sherman and Anna

Smith Ledford. In addition to her parents, she was preceded by
husband, Carl Davis. 

She was a loving homemaker who enjoyed sewing.
She is survived by children, Rick Grasty (Brenda) of Hudson

N.C., and Debra A. Carr (Gary) of Knoxville, Tenn.; siblings,
Linda L. McCollum (James) of St. Augustine, Fla., and Jerry Led-
ford of Franklin; seven grandchildren and eight great grandchil-
dren.

Private graveside services will be held.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Four Seasons Hos-

pice – Four Seasons Development Office 571 South Allen Road,
Flat Rock, NC 28731.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
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“Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold 
the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One.”

-- Bahá’u’llah

LIGHT OF UNITY
BAHÁ’Í FAITH
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David
Moffitt

OWNER/FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road • Franklin, NC

Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL
Open: Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm, Sun 11am – 5:30pm

10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC • (828) 524-0280

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle • Rabun Gap, GA 30568

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market

(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

Christine Ester Franks Angel
Christine Ester Franks Angel,

74, of Franklin, N.C., passed away
April 18, 2021.

She was born in Jackson
County to the late Jimmy and
Margaret Hester Pressley Franks.
In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her husband,
Joe Angel; sister, Mildred Norman
of Sylva; and brothers, Herman,
Lewis Albert, and Carl Tilman
Franks.

She worked as machine opera-
tor at Belden for many years and
would go on to work with Wal-
mart where she retired after 10
years. She was a member of East Franklin Baptist Church and a
proud lifelong resident of Western North Carolina. 

She is survived by sister, Sarah Holbrooks of Franklin; and sev-
eral nieces, nephews, and great nieces and great nephews.

No services are planned at this time. 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to American Heart

Association. American Heart Association/ American Stroke Asso-
ciation 10 Glenlake Pkwy NE South Tower Suite 400Atlanta, GA
30328.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Christine Ester Angel

John Huscusson
John Huscusson, 89, of Franklin, N.C., passed away Tuesday,

Jan. 5, 2021. He was born Feb. 28, 1931, in Macon County, North
Carolina, to the late John Calvin Huscusson and Bertha Roper. He
was a Navy veteran and worked as a repair tech for Sears. He had
many hobbies including woodworking, making knives, fishing,
gardening and raising tomatoes. He loved cats. He served as a dea-
con at Ridgecrest Baptist Church and was of the Baptist faith.

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth “Lib” Huscusson; two
daughters, Marie Holland (Perry) and Wanda Bishop; two grand-
children, Tammy Holland and Chris Holland; two great-grand-
children, Evan Sanders and Kayla Sanders. a sister, Ann Nichols;
three brothers, David Huscusson, Jim Huscusson and Rick Hus-
cusson; and many nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by his sib-
lings, Rosemary Barbot, Frances Hernandez, Bobby Huscusson
and Don Huscusson.

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, May 1, at 1 p.m.,
at Bryant-Grant Funeral Home Chapel Franklin, with Rev. Tommy
Fouts officiating.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Hus-
cusson family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Blanche Smith Morgan
Blanche Smith Morgan, 78, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Tuesday, April 27, 2021.  

She was born on Nov. 5, 1942,
in Franklin, to John Doyle and
Dove (McCoy) Smith. She mar-
ried Lyman Dale Morgan on Oct.
20, 1962.  She was an honest, lov-
ing, and hard-working wife and
mother.  A talented seamstress and
cook, she created a happy home
for her loved ones.  She enjoyed
music, crossword puzzles, read-
ing, and keeping her home spot-
less.   Her grandchildren will
always remember the many happy holidays they spent at her
house.  Her sense of humor and personality will be greatly missed
by her family and friends. 

She is preceded in death by her father, John Doyle Smith,
mother, Dove McCoy Smith, brother, J. D. Smith, and husband,
Lyman Dale Morgan. 

She is survived by her daughter, Jill Morgan Bell (Ralph); sis-
ter, Betty Gregory (Bill); grandson, Chris Bell and granddaughter,
Lauryn Bell. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations
be made to St. Jude's Children's Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas
Place, Memphis, TN   38105 or Hospice House Foundation of
WNC, 272 Maple Street, Franklin, NC  28734. 

A private service will be held and burial will follow at the Oak
Grove Baptist Church Cemetery.  

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving the Morgan family.

Blanche Smith Morgan

Diana Marie Schardt Bernard
Diana Marie Schardt Bernard, 62, of Franklin, N.C,. passed away

Tuesday, April 27, 2021.  She was born Jan. 8, 1959, in San Fran-
cisco, Calif., to Barbara Janicki Schardt and the late Dick Schardt.
She was an accountant, attended First Pentecostal Church, and she
liked to make jewelry boxes.

In addition to her mother, she is survived by her husband, Albert
Joseph Bernard Jr.; daughters, Caitlin McKenzie and Christina
Schardt; brothers, Jeff Schardt and Stephen Schardt; sister, Cathy
Schardt and five grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her
father and a brother, Chris Schardt.

No services are planned at this time.
Bryant-Grant Funeral Home is serving the Bernard family.  On-

line condolences may be made at
www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

CDC, FDA lift pause of
J&J COVID-19 vaccine 

Following a thorough safety review, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Admin-
istration have confidence that the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine is safe and effective in preventing COVID-19 and
recommend its continued use to prevent serious illness, hos-
pitalization and death from COVID-19. The North Carolina
Department of Health and Human Services is recommending
that providers in the state resume administration of the vac-
cine now that the CDC and FDA have reaffirmed its safety. 

The pause was made out of an abundance of caution after
reports of six cases of a rare type of blood clot in individu-
als after receiving the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vac-
cine. This potential reaction is very rare as millions of people
have received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. During the
pause, medical and scientific teams at the FDA and CDC ex-
amined available data to assess the risk of this type of reac-
tion. In a joint statement, the CDC and FDA shared the
following: 

• The FDA and CDC have confidence that this vaccine is
safe and effective in preventing COVID-19. 

• The FDA has determined that the available data show
that the vaccine’s known and potential benefits outweigh its
known and potential risks in individuals 18 years of age and
older. 

• At this time, the available data suggest that the chance of
this type of rare blood clot occurring is very low, but the
FDA and CDC will remain vigilant in continuing to investi-
gate this risk. 

• The Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 fact sheet for recip-
ients has been updated to include information about the risk
of this syndrome. 

During the pause, 9 additional cases were identified, re-
sulting in 15 total cases among more than 8 million doses
given. All of these cases occurred in women between the
ages of 18 and 59. More than 250,000 people have received
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine in North Carolina as of April
13, 2021.    

Like all other COVID-19 vaccines, the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine may produce temporary reactions like a sore arm
and feeling tired or achy for a day or two. Mild headaches
and flu-like symptoms in the first few days after vaccination
can be expected. While it is extremely rare that you would
have a serious adverse reaction, if you develop severe
headache, backache, severe abdominal pain, new neurologic
symptoms (like changes in vision, changed mental status or
numbness), leg pain or swelling, shortness of breath, tiny red
spots on your skin (called petechiae), or new or easy bruis-
ing within three weeks after vaccination, contact your health
care provider or seek medical care.  

Currently, there are approximately 132,000 doses of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine available in North Carolina. The
state expects to be able to order new shipments of the John-
son & Johnson vaccine next week.

To read the full statement from the FDA and CDC, go to
www.fda.gov. 

https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
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Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

Despite sustaining damage in an early wreck, and despite
leading only one lap in Sunday’s GEICO 500 at Talladega Su-
perspeedway, Brad Keselowski nailed down an opportunistic
overtime victory in the 10th event of the NASCAR Cup Series
season.

Surging to the front on the final lap, after fellow Ford driver
Matt DiBenedetto abandoned the bottom lane and gave Ke-
selowski a clear run to the front, Keselowski claimed his first
victory of the season, the 35th of his career and his sixth at Tal-
ladega, tying Jeff Gordon and Dale Earnhardt Jr. for second-
most all-time at the 2.66-mile track.

As the ninth different winner this season, Keselowski joined
Team Penske teammates Joey Logano and Ryan Blaney on the
2021 victory list.

Keselowski said he thought “Merry Christmas!” to himself
when the bottom lane opened up on the final lap.

“The whole race, I had a couple of opportunities to take the
lead, but I just kept thinking, ‘Man, just keep your car in one
piece till the end.’ We’ve been so close here, and it just didn’t
seem to want to come together here the last few years, and I’ve
been on kind of a four-year drought here, but it’s nice to get
number six.  

“I would have never dreamed I’d tie Jeff Gordon and
Dale Earnhardt Jr. here. That’s something. Those guys are
really legends. I’m just really proud of my team. We had an
accident there early, and they recovered and got it fixed up
to where I could keep running. My crew chief, Jeremy
Bullins, had a lot of confidence. 

“I told him (before pitting on Lap 173 of a scheduled
188), ‘I want to come in and put four tires on this thing,’
and he said, ‘Yep, go ahead.’ And that really helped a bunch
at the end.”

William Byron ran second, extending his streak of top-10
finishes to eight races. Daytona 500 winner Michael Mc-
Dowell was third, followed by Kevin Harvick and
DiBenedetto. Kaz Grala, Tyler Reddick, Austin Dillon,
Ryan Blaney and Cole Custer completed the top 10. 

DiBenedetto held the lead at the white flag in overtime,
which took the race three laps beyond its posted distance.
But the driver of the No. 21 Wood Brothers Ford moved up
the track – uncovering Keselowski behind him — to block a
run by Blaney. Keselowski used a strong push from McDow-
ell to charge to the lead.

“Our day will come,” DiBenedetto said ruefully of the lost
opportunity. “We’ll get there… It’s just so circumstantial—our
day will come.”

Joey Logano had a much shorter day on track than his win-
ning Team Penske teammate. As the lead pack of cars ap-
proached the green/checkered flag to end the first 60-lap stage
of the race, an aggressive push from Ricky Stenhouse Jr. forced
Denny Hamlin out of line. In the process, Hamlin hooked the
left rear of Logano’s car, which got airborne off the bumper of
Stenhouse’s Chevrolet, turned upside-down, landing on its roof

Keselowski snags dramatic 
overtime victory at Talladega

Brad Keselowski, driver of the #2 MoneyLion
Ford, celebrates in victory lane after winning the
NASCAR Cup Series GEICO 500 at Talladega Su-
perspeedway on April 25, 2021 in Talladega, Ala.  

Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

once again, Hamlin was at the center of the mael-
strom. As the top lane accordioned behind Ke-
selowski, who was running second at the time,
Martin Truex Jr. tapped Hamlin from behind,
turning the No. 11 Toyota into the wall. 

Truex then spun sideways, sustaining damage.
Behind him, Byron steered down the track to the
avoid the wreck and collected Hendrick Motor-
sports teammates Alex Bowman and Chase El-
liott in a chain-reaction collision. Bowman
couldn’t get his car repaired in the requisite six

minutes and fell out of the race in 38th place.
Series points leader Hamlin, who led a race-high 43 laps,

finished 32nd, three laps down.
Elliott, the reigning series champion, was able to continue

and finished 24th. Harrison Burton came home 20th in his
NASCAR Cup Series debut.

Jeb Burton gets first NASCAR Xfinity win in 
rain-shortened Talladega race
A thunderstorm pelted Talladega Superspeedway at just the

right time for Jeb Burton.
After a seven-car wreck on the backstretch, Burton held the

lead under caution when the rain intensified. After NASCAR

and barrel-rolled before righting itself. Keselowski’s car also
sustained minor damage in the incident.

When Logano’s car bounced on its roof, his head hit the roll
bar.

“It’s nobody’s fault,” Logano said after a mandatory visit to
the infield care center. “Denny is trying to go and the 47 (Sten-
house) is trying to go. It’s a product of this racing. We have to
fix it, though… At the same time, I’m appreciative of driving
a car that is this safe and what Team Penske has done for the
safety of these cars so that I can live to talk about it and go
again. 

“I got lucky that I didn’t get hit while I was in the air.”
The end of the second stage also produced fireworks, and

(828) 369-2431Walter Hunter,
Owner

584 Depot Street • Franklin, NC

Hunter’s Automotive
• Tires
• Radiators
• Brakes
• Air

Conditioning

• Batteries
• Shocks
• Towing
• Motors

Replaced

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast

828-524-7773
highlandernc.com

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON
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https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
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brought the Xfinity Series cars to pit road, the clouds opened

and made a first-time winner of the driver of the No. 10 Kaulig
Racing Chevrolet.

Burton’s win in Saturday’s Ag-Pro 300 was the third straight
at Talladega for Kaulig Racing, which swept last year’s two
events with driver Justin Haley.

“Unbelievable, man,” said Burton, son of 2002 Daytona 500
winner Ward Burton. “It’s been a tough road to get to this point.
Just an unbelievable race team. Today we had Mother Nature
on our side, but we had a
fast car anyway. We ran
up front all day…

“We’ve been building
and building and build-
ing, and I feel like I’ve
kind of been the weak
link the last couple of
races, and I need to clean
some things up. Just the
momentum—that’s what
I needed… I want to win
races. I told them (Kaulig
Racing) that I wanted to
come there and hang
banners.”

The wreck on the
backstretch on Lap 85 of
a scheduled 113 de-
stroyed the cars of Joe
Gibbs Racing teammates
Brandon Jones and Ty
Dillon and ended the last
green-flag run of the
race. Michael Annett spun off the bumper of Joe Graf Jr.’s car,
igniting a seven-car accident that brought out the fourth and
final caution of the afternoon.

Dillon’s Toyota was knocked up the track into the Supra of
Jones, as both cars sustained severe damage.

The first two 25-lap stages ran without incident. Justin Haley
surged into the lead on the final lap of Stage 1 and beat Jeb
Burton to the stripe to score the Playoff point. 

The second stage went to Noah Gragson, who moved past
Austin Cindric on Lap 50 to get the win. 

Series leader Austin Cindric finished second, followed by
AJ Allmendinger, Riley Herbst and Ryan Sieg. Sixth-place
Gragson pocketed the $100,000 Xfinity Dash 4 Cash bonus
for the second straight race as the highest finisher among four
eligible drivers.

“A hundred thousand dollars is a big deal for us,” Gragson
said. “This is two times in a row. It’s pretty cool to be able to
do that, but, man, I wanted to race for the win… A hundred
thousand’s nice, but I race for wins. It is what it is. It’s ‘Dega,
baby.”

Jeb Burton, Austin Cindric, AJ Allmendinger and Noah
Gragson all qualify for the next round of the Dash 4 Cash at
Darlington Raceway on May 9.

Cindric, the reigning series champion, leaves Talladega with
a 59-point lead in the standings over second-place Daniel
Hemric, who ran 12th on Saturday.

Boys & Girls Clubs of America announced as Official 
Youth Community Partner of NASCAR
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – NASCAR and Boys & Girls

Clubs of America has announced a multiyear partnership that
will support the nonprofit’s mission of enabling and enriching
the lives of young people. As the Official Youth Community
Partner of NASCAR, Boys & Girls Clubs of America will
work with NASCAR and industry stakeholders to engage
more than 4.6 million youth and teens across the country with
NASCAR content and experiences.

The nationwide partnership will focus on three core areas –
STEM education, career development and diversity, equity and
inclusion (DE&I) initiatives – and extend across all NASCAR

platforms and racetracks. Programming will include both vir-
tual and at-track experiences with an emphasis on local Boys
& Girls Club locations within NASCAR race markets.

Partnership efforts will build on the continuing work of The
NASCAR Foundation to advance children’s well-being, in-
cluding ongoing relationships with several Boys & Girls Clubs
across the country. 

“As a community leader, Boys & Girls Clubs of America
continues to have immeasurable impact on the lives of our

country’s youth, and
NASCAR looks forward
to engaging those efforts
in meaningful ways,”
said Steve Phelps, presi-
dent of NASCAR.
“Through this partner-
ship and together with
the NASCAR industry,
we have boundless op-
portunities to advance
the mission and objec-
tives of Boys & Girls
Clubs of America while
at the same time intro-
ducing young future fans
to our great sport.”

“Kids and teens need
safe places and caring
mentors now more than
ever, and local Boys &
Girls Clubs around the
country are doing what-
ever it takes to empower

youth and build new opportunities so they can achieve every
success in life,” said Jim Clark, president & CEO Boys & Girls
Clubs of America. “We are very excited to partner with
NASCAR to elevate this support in communities even further,
enabling more high-quality programing and experiences that
will have a positive impact on kids and teens.”

As young people continue to emerge from the pandemic and
navigate virtual learning, year one of the partnership will focus
on developing high-quality education programming that will
live on MyFuture, Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s digital
learning platform. Additionally, NASCAR’s work with Boys &
Girls Clubs of America will focus on career development and
mentoring across a breadth of industry disciplines and will in-
clude engagement with industry executives and other employ-
ees.   

Throughout the partnership, NASCAR will collaborate with
drivers, teams and tracks to amplify the sport’s commitment
to Boys & Girls Clubs of America and deepen the engagement
with Club youth and teens. NASCAR partners will also have
the opportunity to integrate with the new partnership, and sev-
eral partners will look to build on their own longstanding rela-
tionships with Boys & Girls Clubs of America.

Boys & Girls Clubs of America provides high-quality pro-
gramming that helps level the playing field and provide op-
portunities to young people that will help them build the skills
they need to become the leaders, innovators and problem-
solvers who shape our world.

To learn more about Boys & Girls Clubs of America and
support its mission with donations, visit BGCA.org.

555 Wells Grove Rd.  | Franklin, NC  | 828-349-5255
ultimatetruckaccessoriesonline.com

NATION’S #1 SPRAYED-IN BED LINER
THE HOMEOF

• Running Boards
• Tonneau Covers

• Ladder
Racks

• Tool Boxes
• Hitches

• Grill GuardsSpring
Service
Special

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC

Hours:  Mon.,Tue.,Thu., Fri. 8-5  •  Wed. & Sat. 8- 12

Pickup & Delivery Available

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS  •  PARTS
MACON RENTAL CO.

Equipment Sales, Repair,
and Rental Available

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

Jeb Burton, driver of the #10 LS Tractors Chevrolet, celebrates in victory
lane after winning the NASCAR Xfinity Series Ag-Pro 300 at Talladega Su-
perspeedway on April 24, 2021 in Talladega, Alabama. 

Photo by Sean Gardner/Getty Images

https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
https://www.facebook.com/Ultimate-Truck-Golf-Cars-570503309630005/
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
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FULL SIZE SLEEPER Sofa, medium
slate blue color.  Minimally used, in very
good condition. Asking $280. Teeter
Hang-up Inversion Table model #EP-
960. In very good condition. Asking
$180. Diane (828)421-5539 (Not avail-
able 2pm-9pm Thursdays).

HONEY BEES FOR SALE A Few 5
Frame Nucs. New Marked Queens.
Call after 6 p.m. (828)524-6051

FARMERS MARKET Spring Season
9-12, every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads, Pas-
tries,  Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps,
Eggs, Large Assortment of Cookies.
Blueberry & Blackberry Bushes, Pe-
onies. 200 Block East Palmer.

PALLET JACK, w/rebuilt pump
$150.00. AB CHAIR Model “AB Lounge
XL”  $125.00 Tom 828-524-4072
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CRAFT SUPPLIES (400+ rubber
stamps, lots of paper, die cuts, inks,
and more) also Yard Sale (kitchen,
bedding, household items, clothes plus
more) 4/30, 5/1, 5/2 from 9-4, at 320
Norris Rd., Otto.

 

 

  

 

Garage & Yard Sales
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SMOKEY MOUNTAIN AUCTION CO.
online bidding, Smokeymountainauc-
tioncompany.hibid.com  preview in per-
son, 175 Jim Mann Rd. Open
10am-4pm Mon-Sat NCAL Firm 10389
(828)634-4271.

MILITARY SURPLUS W/C
Pants/Shirts, Jackets. Military Boots
On Sale. Cold Weather Clothing,
Field Gear, Sleep Bags, Packs, Bags.
(828)349-3140.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

60. "Well, I'm a-standin' on a
corner in ___, Arizona," from
the Eagles "Take it Easy"
64. Country's LeAnn ____
65. Hoover's agency acronym
67. Piano practice piece, e.g.
68. Church song
69. What Usain Bolt did
70. Poisonous substance
71. *Wife to Papa, mother to
Baby
72. Sum it up
73. Go on a buying spree

DOWN
1. Way, way off
2. ____ Verde National Park
3. Naysayer's favorite prefix?
4. What bloodhound is after
5. Croatia's neighbor
6. Nibble away
7. Affirmative action

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME:
FICTIONAL MOTHERS

ACROSS
1. Build a collection
6. Economic measure
acronym
9. *Beverly Goldberg's
schmoopie
13. Use an épée
14. Neither here ____ there
15. Tall ancient monument
16. Daisy-like bloom
17. Much of it about noth-
ing?
18. Commotions
19. *She's 'Bow' to Dre in
TV sitcom "Blackish"
21. *Mother to Jo, Meg,
Amy and Beth March in
novel and movie
23. Before tac
24. Ripped
25. Part of Super Bowl en-
tertainment, pl.
28. Homesteader's meas-
ure
30. *"Game of Thrones"
Lannister and mother to
Joffrey, Myrcella and Tom-
men
35. Douses
37. Adjutant
39. Article of faith
40. Genuflecting joint
41. *TV mother to Alexis
and David, "friend" to Joce-
lyn Schitt
43. "Will be," as sung by
Doris Day
44. Perform in a play
46. Load sixteen tons, e.g.
47. Peacock's pride
48. *Mowgli's adoptive
mother
50. Apartment
52. Skeleton in a lock
53. Part of a jousting outfit
55. Spelling competition
57. *Mother to Carlton in
"The Fresh Prince of Bel-
Air"

8. Movie trailer, e.g.
9. Elementary particle
10. *Claire Dunphy and
Mitchell Pritchett's mother
11. Soothing lotion ingredient
12. Bell and Barker, e.g.
15. Christopher Kimball's "Milk
____"
20. ____'s razor
22. Part of a circle
24. Tiresome
25. Questioner
26. *"Mamma Mia!" mamma
27. Do this or forever hold
your peace
29. '80s band "Quiet ____"
31. Catch one's breath
32. ____ a peak
33. Bone-chilling
34. Europe's "boot"
36. Short for seconds
38. *She played Ricky

Schroder's stepmom on "Sil-
ver Spoons"
42. Defendant's excuse
45. Religious belief
49. ____ Khan
51. Plural of #39 Across
54. Below, prefix
56. Impede
57. "Everywhere you want to
be" credit card
58. Muslim holy man
59. Plural of velum
60. *Ellen, Scarlett's mother in
"Gone with the ____"
61. Like the best accommoda-
tions
62. War god in Norse mythol-
ogy
63. Make one's way
64. Dashboard acronym
66. *Kunis, Hahn and Bell as
"____ Moms"

(828) 524-4588
P.O. Box 81 • 851 Lake Emory Road

Franklin, NC 28734

• Cat Litter    • Rice
• Laundry Detergent

• Low Sodium Vegetables (No Corn)
• Low Sodium Beef or Chicken Broth

• Canned Dog & Puppy Food
• Canned Cat Food

26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

$8.00 20 words
or less
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Mon.–Fri. 8-5

Complete Auto Repair Shop

(828)369-2155
976 E. Main St.

Franklin, NC

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!

Since 1997

TORTOISESHELL
TABBY KITTENS

Born March 21st

Lovely, Big Eyes
$80
CALL

(828) 524-0261

FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 Lots in
Gated Community. Long Range Views,
Good Roads, Backed up to Indian
Land.(828)421-4582.
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY for lease
on 441 south. 2 Full bays, 2 story of-
fice space, all for lease separately.
$1500 per bay, $1500 for office space,
monthly. Call (828)369-5333 for more
information.

 

 

  

 

   

 

Commercial Rentals
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2BD/1.5BA One level, new carpeting,
paint, carport, utility room. Cowee.
Landlord on property. Owner does
yard work.  Perfect for retired couple.
No pets. First/Last/Security,
$1,200/monthly,  Reference. Must
meet lease requirements. Available
May 1 (828)371-7760.
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PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
DAVID CHEEK’S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. (828)524-5475.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

FREE LAWN CARE Estimates, $5.
Off With Ad, Yard Clean Up & Care,
Mulch/Fertilizer, Pressure Washing,
Gutters Cleaned. No Yard Too Large
or Too Small. Bob (828)342-5273.
MOUNTAIN AREA PROPERTY Serv-
ices, Cleaning Packing Organizing &
Other Household Services. Great Ref-
erences. (828)550-4585.

DIESCHER ELECTRIC Professional
service. Reasonable rates. NC Li-
censed and fully insured. 20+ years
experience. (845)807-1326.
MELTON’S ROOFING and Gutter
Cleaning. Give Us a Call at cell#
(828)421-6712 With All Your Roof and
Gutter Needs.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home Re-
pairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Cell (828)371-9754.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

HYDROSEEDING & SOD LAWNS
Now Is The Time! Ron’s Hydroseed-
ing. (828)524-3976.
STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience.
(239)860-0117.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio,   Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

LAWNS MOWED in Macon County
Area, 25 Years Mowing Experience.
Starting at $35. Call (828)524-0114.

HOME & PROPERTY CARETAKER
Service. We Will Be There When You
Can’t to Offer Routine Home Inspec-
tions, Maintenance, Repairs and
Peace of Mind. (828)421-6712.
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WATAUGA CREEK Furniture Ware-
house and Delivery; Able to carry fur-
niture upstairs. Have a good driving
record. Be a team player. Available for
overtime when needed. Off Sundays.
Competitive pay depending on experi-
ence. Call for Appointment (828)369-
7881.

NOW HIRING Experienced Line
Cooks. Apply in Person at 145 High-
lands Rd. Between the hours of 7am-
2pm Ms. Lois Restaurant.

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA High-
lands NC. Now recruiting for Employee
Housing Property Manager, Banquet
Captain, Assistant F&B Manager,
Reservations Specialist, Fitness Man-
ager, Fitness Instructor, Spa Attendant,
Spa Concierge, Warehouse Assistant,
Retail Sales Associate, Seasonal Gar-
den Laborer, Bartender, Server,
Host/Hostess, Busser, Cook, Baker,
Pastry & Bread Cook, Dishwasher,
Housekeeping, 2nd Shift Laundry,
Cosmetologist, Front Desk Agent/Bell-
man, Night Audit, Overnight Security.
Benefits offered after 90 days employ-
ment Apply online: www.olded-
wardsinn.com/careers

AUTO BODY MAN/PAINTER Wanted
Also Auto Detail/Cleanup Person.
Apply after 3pm at 69 Mill St. Franklin.

WHY DRIVE TO HIGHLANDS Root +
Barrel Seeks Motivated Seasoned
Wait Staff, Kitchen Staff to include Line
Cooks and Dishwashers.  Better Start-
ing Wages Available. Contact Patricia
or Ciana for Front of House (828)369-
3663 between 3 to 5 p.m or come by
for application, 77 E. Main St. Franklin.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
needing CNA’s, special opportuni-
ties are available with this position.
Call Donna for more information, it
will be worth the call. (828)524-6444.

HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED for
2021 Season. Looking for quality
housekeepers to work 2 or 3 days a
week in the Highlands & Cashiers
area. Work in pleasant homes, with
nice customers. Dependable car
needed & cell phone. Drug test &
background check required. $14.00
per hour, with $20 gas allowance per
day. If interested, please send re-
sume to:
TheCleaningTeam4U@gmail.com

WIOA CASE MANAGER: Jackson &
Swain Counties Join a motivated
team striving to assist participants
who are seeking education and oc-
cupational skills to obtain/retain em-
ployment opportunities.  The ideal
candidate for this position is involved
in these communities and is enthusi-
astic about assisting individuals in se-
curing gainful employment.
Requirements: Responsible for coor-
dinating the Workforce Innovation
Opportunity Act (WIOA) services by
increasing employment and job re-
tention for participants. Responsible
for assisting in the increase of occu-
pational skills attainment by providing
training services. Performs initial as-
sessments and evaluations of each
participant’s employability, aptitudes
and interests through interviews, test-
ing and counseling. Places partici-
pants in training classes and assists
with job searches. Promotes the pro-
gram through visits within the com-
munity and colleges. Coordinates
and oversees the On the Job Train-
ing (OJT) program. Ensures continu-
ous improvement toward program
goals to achieve required and desired
outcomes. Performs other duties as
assigned. Working knowledge of Mi-
crosoft Office Products. Excellent
communication skills. Valid driver’s li-
cense required. Education and Expe-
rience: Bachelor’s degree, two years
related experience and/or training or
the equivalent combination of educa-
tion and experience. MPP is an
EEO/AA Employer. Ways to apply:
NC Works office, 23 Macon Avenue,
Franklin NC or www.ncworks.gov
MPP website | mppnhc.org  Email re-
sume to admin@mppnhc.org Apply
by 5:00 pm Friday, May 14, 2021.
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BAKE SALE Wednesday, May 5, 4-
6pm, Hickory Knoll United Methodist
Church.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer St.,
Franklin. Furniture, Lighting, Plumbing,
Building Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More!  (828)524-5273.
Sylva Re-Store,1315 W. Main St.
(828)586-1800. Hours for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-4pm.

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
RV 2003 JAYCO 28’ Slide-out,
Air/Heat, Refrigerator/Freezer, Mi-
crowave, Queen Bed, 4KW Generator
$4K (828)349-3473.
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FOUND SHAR PEI MIX Brown White
Mix, Male, Mashburn Branch Area. No
collar or identification. Call (828)342-
3949.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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TRAILER REPAIR 
& MAINTENANCE

828-349-4500
9957 Georgia Rd.

Otto, NC

• BRAKES
• BEARINGS
• WELDING
• LIGHTING
• 12V WIRING
• WHEELS/TIRES

In Otto since 1998

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/


308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

WWEE PPUUTT TTHHEE ‘AAHHHHHHHH’ IINN SSPPAA.
CCOOMMEE SSEEEE OOUURR NNEEWWLLYY RREENNOOVVAATTEEDD SSPPAA AARREEAA.

AVEDA • PAUL MITCHELL • PUREOLOGY • AWAPUHI • REDKEN

*Please mention when booking

BUY TWO, GET ONE FREE

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395

PERMS
$20 OFF

Valid w/Elsie Only

OPEN 
MON-FRI 9-5

SAT 9-2
SSOOPPHHIISSTTIICCUUTT
iiss pplleeaasseedd 
ttoo wweellccoommee 
EELLSSIIEE CCRRUUZZ ttoo
tthheeiirr ssttaa))..

LLIITTEERR 
SSAA LLEE

EEllssiiee ssppeecciiaalliizzeess iinn 
ccuuttss,, ccoolloorr,, ppeerrmmss,, ffaacciiaallss,, 
mmaanniiccuurreess && ppeeddiiccuurreess..

ELSIE HABLA ESPANOL

FREE
OLAPLEX
TREATMENT*

w/Color or Highlight Purchase 
Must mention coupon when booking.

$10 OFF
ANY 60 OR
90 MINUTE
MASSAGE

$99.95

SSPPAA SSPPEECCIIAALL ##11
MANICURE, PEDICURE 
& ONE HOUR MASSAGE

$99.95

SSPPAA SSPPEECCIIAALL ##22
MANICURE, PEDICURE 

& FACIAL

www.sophisticutsalonandspa.com

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
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