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Residents of Macon County and surrounding areas woke up Sunday morning to a winter wonderland. Some areas of the county saw
more snow than others with the northern end receiving about three inches with amounts dwindling toward the southern side. The

snow didn’t last long and main roads were mostly clear by the afternoon. For more photos, see page 13.
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Tax revenues higher than expected; budget
items restored due to a $1.7 million surplus

Brittney Lofthouse — Contributing Writer

When planning for budget shortfalls due to the COVID19
pandemic, Macon County Manager Derek Roland took a
conservative approach in predicting anticipated revenues.
Roland cut county planned projects to accommodate for an
anticipated loss in sales tax and property revenues.

During a mid-year budget review last Thursday, Roland
reported that not only did the county not experience a rev-
enue shortfall compared to the same time period the prior
year, but instead Macon County — and North Carolina as a
whole — has actually experienced revenue increases.

Sales tax was budgeted at a level 5.2% below the amount
originally budgeted for FY ’20 that would have resulted in
an original budget revenue loss of $1 million for Macon
County. Through the first four months of FY ’21 however,
sales tax collections are up 16% over 2020 actuals in Macon
County and 11% statewide. As a result of this trend, Macon
County increased the sales tax revenue projections for the
remainder of the year to the 2020 actual level.

“The collection rate for property tax and motor vehicles
was reduced by 1% to 97.3% in the original budget based
upon an anticipated reduction in property owners’ ‘ability
to pay’ due to what everyone was certain would be a forth-

coming recession,” explained Roland. “This was based upon
guidance from NCACC [North Carolina Association of
County Commissioners] and historical Macon County data
following the recession in 2009. As of Dec. 31, 2020, how-
ever, we are collecting taxes at the same percentage we did
in the previous year, thus revenue projections for the re-
mainder of FY ’21 have been increased to the prior year lev-
els.”

Due to an increase in revenues at the mid-year review,
Roland proposed county commissioners approve budget
amendments for capital expenditures totaling just under $2
million.

“Although much uncertainty remains for FY ’22, the $1.7
million in additional revenue gained from a ‘booming yet
fragile’ economy enables us to restore capital funding to the
priority areas of public safety and education,” said Roland.
“It will enable us to begin working to identify and make rec-
ommendations for addressing inadequacies within our pay-
scale in the coming fiscal year.”

Not only are other county revenue sources collecting at
the same levels as the previous year — they are exceeding
prior year’s levels.

See BUDGET SURPLUS page 2
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BUDGET SURPLUS

Continued from page 1

To begin FY °21 a 10% decrease from FY *19 actuals was
budgeted for fees collected in Register of Deeds (ROD),
building inspections and on-site wastewater and wells
(OSWW) were based upon a projected declining economy.
Fortunately however, Macon County experienced the exact
opposite:

July 1,2020 — Dec. 31,2020

* ROD 70% higher than 2019 actuals

¢ Building inspections 3% higher than 2019 actuals

* OSWW and well fees- 64% higher than 2019 actuals

Roland offered recommendations for the surplus.

“The operational funding necessary to offset cost overruns
within certain line items of the operating budget that are be-
yond our control and restore funding to nonprofit agencies
who have also played a critical role in helping Macon County
combat the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The $1.7M in additional revenue will leave us agile and in
position to again take drastic measures, without adversely im-
pacting the county employees, in the event that we are look-
ing at another ‘worst case scenario’ for FY ’22.” said Roland.

The majority of the revenue increase will go towards capi-
tal expenditures and is not tied to the operating budget. An ad-
ditional $911,259 in capital funding for Macon County will
bring the county to $1,780,104 in FY *21, which is in line with
capital funding levels from prior years.

“We will ‘make hay while the sun’s out’ if you will. ... With
respect to these capital expenditures, accomplishing as many
as we can while the revenue is here to support it, but at the
same time we will remain prepared to reduce the budget again
in FY ’22 should economic uncertainty related to COVID-19
prevail, without adversely impacting the operating budget,”
said Roland.

Roland proposed restoring capital funding to the school sys-
tem to prior year levels, which will allow Macon County
Schools to complete needed capital projects to improve the
schools. The community funding pool was originally reduced
by 50 percent in the budget, however, with the budget sur-
plus, Roland proposed restoring the line item to original lev-
els.

The additional revenues will be allocated to the Sheriff’s
Department to purchase the originally requested six new ve-
hicles, as well as funding to complete the installation of in-
car camera systems for all vehicles and body-cameras for
Sherift’s Office staff.

Macon County Emergency Management will now be able
to purchase a new stretcher and lift as well as an ambulance
remounting and EMS coordinator SUV.

The Macon County Board of Commissioners voted unani-
mously to approve the budget amendments proposed by
Roland.

No changes in current school schedule

Diane Peltz — Contributing Writer

The Macon County School Board met for a special called
meeting, on Thursday, Feb. 4, to discuss Senate Bill 37. This bill
speaks to the in-person learning choices for students during the
pandemic. During a press conference on Feb. 2, Governor
Cooper and other state leaders urged school districts across the
state to reopen for in-person instruction. A letter sent to school
board members and superintendents said that since August, at
least 90 of the state's 115 school districts have safely provided
in-person instruction for some or all their students. Even with
the thousands of students and teachers attending school in-per-
son across the state, NCDHHS has seen few COVID clusters in
the public schools.

John deVille, Franklin High School history teacher, urged the
board to take into consideration more recent data. He spoke
about the ABC Science Collaborative program that pairs scien-
tists and physicians with school and community leaders to help
understand the most current and relevant information about
COVID-19. The program helps school leaders make informed
decisions about returning to school using data from their own
communities.

DeVille pointed out that the data collected by ABC, which
was shared with local school boards, was from data collected
from Aug. 15 through Oct. 23, 2020. This was before a more
virulent strain of COVID-19 was discovered and before the
uptick in virus cases. DeVille felt that what the board of educa-
tion members would cling to was this short paragraph from a
pre-publication in Pediatrics, Office Journal of the American
Academy of Pediatrics, Jan. 8,2021, regarding Incidence and
Secondary Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 Infections in Schools.
Itreads: Across the 11 school districts, 773 community-acquired
SARS-CoV-2 infections were documented by molecular test-
ing; however, there were only 32 adjudicated cases of second-
ary transmission across the 11 districts combined in 9 weeks of
instruction. Six districts had O secondary infections, 2 had 1 case,
and 3 had multiple cases. There were 6 cases of secondary trans-
mission in the pre-K setting; 11 in elementary schools, 6 in mid-
dle schools, 5 in high schools, and 4 in K—12 schools. There
were no cases of child-to-adult within-school transmission.

What deVille points out is the limitations of this study quot-
ing a paragraph from the study, “Our study has limitations. Par-
ticipation in the ABCs is voluntary and not every school district
in NC participated in the ABCs or this study. Participation in the
ABC:s and voluntary submission of data may select for school
districts that enforce adherence to preventative measures, em-
phasize transparency, and cooperate with peers; these charac-
teristics are likely associated with greater adherence to masking,
reduced secondary transmission, and lower risks to students. Ad-
judication of secondary transmission was by local health de-
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partment staff in each district, with varying resource capabili-
ties. While health department staff requested testing of contacts,
testing could not be universally enforced because it is not re-
quired to return to school in N.C. Due to confidentiality con-
cerns, we were not able to analyze incidence of child-to-child
or adult-to-child transmission, nor could we determine the rela-
tive effectiveness of any specific school policies.”

"In other words I'm surprised they were able to find ‘32 adju-
dicated cases,’” said deVille. “I'm surprised they found any,
given the limitations? When ABC says ‘resource capabilities,’
we're obviously talking testing capacity. Here in Macon County
we've totally stopped doing all contact tracing except for some
half-hearted attempts at school -- like ABC says, neither the local
health departments nor school systems can compel testing. Dur-
ing the September/October data collection period for the ABC
study, we had significant testing constraints here in Macon. Up
to four days to get a testing appointment, and five days or more
to get results back. I know other counties faced this also.

“I think to us, the headline should be, ‘We went looking for
male cardinals in the woods, but we did so blindfolded most of
the time. After a few weeks and hundreds of person hours in
the woods, we were occasionally afforded the opportunity to
peek underneath the blindfolds and we saw 32....which isn't
many....they're probably going extinct.””

Among other resources, deVille cited an article in the North
Carolina Health News by Anne Blythe who quoted the presi-
dent of the North Carolina Association of Educators, “If Gover-
nor Cooper feels so strongly about resuming in-person
instruction quickly, then he should support educators and im-
mediately bring the full weight of his office to bear to get all ed-
ucators vaccinated by the end of this month, just as 25 other
states have been able to do,” Tamika Walker Kelly, president of
the NCAE, said in a statement released Tuesday. “We encourage
local school boards to continue to make decisions that protect
students and educators based on local conditions. Particularly in
light of the emerging and increasingly virulent strains of
COVID, it is more critical than ever to have a flexible approach
that can be adapted to whatever situation next emerges.”

The question for the School Board to consider on Thursday
morning, was how to get teachers vaccinated? The NCDHHS
said teachers will be included in the next round of vaccinations.
The group 2 phase currently underway includes any remaining
health care workers, front-line employees, adults over 65 and
adults with at least one chronic condition.

The School Board adjourned the meeting without making any
new decisions regarding changing in-person learning as it stands
now. Plan "A" is in-person for grades K-5; and plan "B" per-
mits two days per week for grades 6-12 with virtual the re-
mainder of the week; and fully virtual Plan "C" is offered for
those 500 students still enrolled.


https://www.facebook.com/ETBships/

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021 | VoLuME 38 NUMBER 38 THE MAcCON CouNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 3
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See store for details. Copyright 2019 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Drake Software takes on outside
Investor ‘to accelerate growth’

Brittney Lofthouse — Contributing Writer

One of Franklin’s largest businesses is
making significant business moves this
week as the international private equity
firm, Cinven, announced that it has agreed
to make a significant investment into Drake
Software.

Employees were notified via email last
week and were assured that nothing within
the company is expected to change.

Established in 1977 by Phil Drake, Drake
Software is a leading provider of profes-
sional tax preparation software. It provides
the tools and resources that tax profession-
als need to build their businesses and attract
new clients. Drake employs more than 600
people across five offices in North Car-
olina, Tennessee and Virginia. More than
64,000 tax professionals nationwide use
Drake, and each year the company
processes more than 33 million federal and
state-accepted returns.

“This is a truly outstanding opportunity
for Cinven to invest behind a team that has
not only built a product that is loved by its
customers, but also has a well-established
position in a stable market with a wide
range of exciting growth prospects,” Chris
Good, partner at Cinven said. “We believe
Cinven is well positioned to support the
company through its next stage of growth,
especially given its track record of invest-
ing successfully in technology-focused

companies such as Visma and Jaggaer.”

While the locally owned company is tak-
ing on an outside investor, Phil Drake said
that operations will continue to be business
as usual for the company’s employees.

“We are partnering with Cinven in order
to accelerate our growth, while still re-
maining anchored in Western North Car-
olina,” said Drake. “This partnership is
going to be good for our company, for our
employees, and for our customers.”

Cinven’s investment in Drake builds on
its successful track record in Technology,
Media and Telecom, following its invest-
ment in Visma, a leading business solutions
provider in May 2019; Ufinet Group, a
provider of fibre infrastructure and trans-
mission services to telecom operators in
July 2018; and HEG, a provider of hosting
and domain services in April 2017.

Jamie Stiles will continue in his role as
president and Chief Executive Officer of
Drake Software.

“We are delighted to have the chance to
work with Jamie and the Drake manage-
ment team. We plan to invest behind the
company’s growth plans to expand Drake’s
presence in the market, renew its technol-
ogy platform, and enhance its product of-
ferings for the benefit of Drake’s
employees and customers,” said Daniel
Garin, principal at Cinven.

The transaction is subject to customary
anti-trust approvals.
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WE LOVE OUR LOCALS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13

MAIN STREET « DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN  11AM - 4PM

COME OUT'TO DOWNTOWN FRANKLIN.
We wiil be playing love songs and The sireet’s will be decorafed with
red & wihife balloons for Valentine's Day. Be sure fo visit fhe stores
and register for fhe WE LOVE OUR LOCALS Gift Basket giveaway, 7o drawn on
Saturday, Febraary 27. Also some merchanis will be giving away candy kisses.

STREETSOFFRANKLINNC.ORG
SPONSORED BY THE STREETS OF FRANKLIN HERITAGE ASSOCIATION, TOWN OF FRANKLIN, & TDA AND TDC

Stock Up Now
for Valentine’s

(Closed Sundays)

STATE
LINE
SPIRITS

24 E. MAIN ST.

FRANKLIN, NC 706-746-2005 © 8340 Hwy. 441 N, Dillard, GA 30537
BOUTIQUE  GIFT » GOURMET  828.369.7300



http://www.rizzosbistro.com
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinsDivasOnMain/
https://www.facebook.com/alwaysraisingthebar/

6 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE VoLuME 38 NuMBER 38 | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021

% ATTENTION * |
i IMPORT VEHICLE OWNERS! ¢

You no longer have to travel out of
town to the dealer for service!
We are authorized to perform the

maintenance necessary to maintain your
vehicle warranty. Call today or stop by
and see us for an appointment.
We look forward to serving you.

| _ 828-369-6111

| FRANKLIN FOREIGN AUTOMOTIVE
: 6247 GEORGIA RD. * FRANKLIN, NC :

eetheant Deals ROOT + BARREL
Sw KITCHEN AND BAR
Ualentine's Day Weekend
Specialty Jtems to please
Reseroations accepled for
Di Mowrs 4-8
THE CLASSY FLEA Call for Reservations
ANTIQUES, GOOD STUFF & COOL JUNK
‘ DOOd [eb ugg 2.Miles South of Franklin Off 44.1 8283693663
' ’ LI UAEO L IO ” Um?;s(_)::f_g:’;c.a:lirﬁi’:g"i:e?;&lm’ N 77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
828-63U-00U0 THURSDAY - SATURDAY 9AM-5PM ‘Downtown Franklin, NC |
Find Your Happy Place! U4 E. Main St. « Franklin, NC ROOTANDBARREL.COM N



https://www.thekitchensinkinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Franklin-Foreign-Automotive-167042576641853/
https://www.facebook.com/doodlebugsfranklinnc/
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11,2021 | VoLumE 38 NUMBER 38 THE MACON CoUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE I

SUNDAY, HEERUARY 14

WW@

Mon.-Fri.
10am-5pm
CREATIVE FRAMING
/ 482 Depot St., Franklin, NC » 828-349-4468
64 Stewart St.. Franklin. NC 28734 J creativeframing@dnet.net ¢ creativeframing.info
(828) 524-3923 ;’tf",iff:tt::'ﬂol;me’gz l EWELERS JANICE CUMMINGS & KRIS STERRIE, OWNERS

www.AprilsFlowersOnMain.com

(828) 369-9440 38 E. MAIN ST. * FRANKLIN,NC

Guen Taylos esips

A Division of The Dusty Pallet

Polar Camel

15 oz. Cup T oz.
318.99 510.00
Rusted Arrow
Market Tumbler 20 oz.
Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques 321 .99
828.421.0820

Books Unlimited

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-3pm . . .. i
19 East Palmer Street ¢ Franklin, NC Paint Parties & - Original Arawork gmBgol;’:saaal;’r,'e::gZ)’:;.’l'
(across from Wells Fargo Drive Thru Bank) p g 9

v & 7 A ; v 828.524.5676 52 E Main St. Franklin, NC 70 East Main St. » Franklin. NC
Sv v .Q_) \)/,D www.thedustypallet.com (828)369-7942 « booksunlimitednc.com



https://www.facebook.com/aprilsflowersonmain/
https://www.facebook.com/LeAnders-Jewelers-596689260709091/
https://www.facebook.com/Creative-Framing-Inc-317704602577/
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/thedustypallet/
https://www.facebook.com/booksunlimitednc/

8 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE

VoLumE 38 NuUMBER 38 |

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11,2021

Lingering pandemic impacts mental health in Macon County

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Pandemic upheaval, fear, and even chaos
resulted in 40% of adults struggling with
mental health issues by last June, reported
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“Symptoms of anxiety disorder and de-
pressive disorder increased considerably in
the United States during April-June of 2020,
compared with the same period in 2019,” the
report stated.

By September, Mental Health America’s
findings revealed that the number of people
looking for help with anxiety and depression
has skyrocketed.

Other findings:

— The number of people screening with
moderate to severe symptoms of depression
and anxiety has continued to increase
throughout 2020 and remains higher than
rates prior to COVID-19.

— More people are reporting frequent
thoughts of suicide and self-harm

— Young people are struggling most with
their mental health.

— People screening at risk for mental health
conditions are struggling most with loneli-
ness or isolation.

None of the statistics are news to Meridian
Behavioral Health, which has been providing
Western North Carolina with child and adult
mental health and substance abuse services
since 2003. Meridian Behavioral Health
Services is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
employing 172.

“As aresult of COVID-19, we have seen a
significant increase in behavioral health chal-
lenges associated with depression, anxiety,
and substance abuse experiences,” com-
mented Candace Burton, Meridian’s Macon
County director. “We have seen a number of
individuals during COVID-19 who, prior to

Mountain
Medical

Directory
Quality Care for a Healthy Life

COVID-19, have not needed or utilized be-
havioral health services. We have seen an in-
crease in behavioral health challenges for a
lot of individuals established in care prior to
COVID-19 and a number of other individu-
als previously served with Meridian in times
past, re-enter services during COVID-19.
“For some members in our community,
they have experienced increased isolation
and other hardships due to a loss of employ-
ment, loss of access to a natural support sys-
tem, or limited access to professional

From March 16, 2020, until the present,
Meridian served 487 adults and 356 youth in
Macon County.

“When you think about the total number of
individuals served, then consider how many
parents, family members, and community
partnerships that Meridian supports, the num-
ber of lives we have touched during COVID-
19 is exponentially larger,” said Burton.

Burton shared additional reasons for the
uptick in youth and adults needing Meridian
services.

services,” she added. “For parents and
guardians of youth, managing routine re-
sponsibilities of work, home, and parenting
have been met with additional responsibili-
ties of supporting the virtual educational pro-
gramming for their children, now at home
more often.”

Meridian’s team consists of qualified and
licensed medical and behavioral health staff
and N.C.-certified peer support specialists
who have real-life recovery experiences with
mental health and/or drug and alcohol issues,
explained Burton. The staff at Meridian has
also received extensive training to provide
face to face, telephone, and virtual services
during COVID-19.

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

“Pre-COVID, all of us experienced the
ups and downs of life; maybe we experi-
enced grieving the loss of loved ones, or en-
countered financial, employment, housing,
medical, relationship, legal, parenting, and
other related stressors that brought forth pe-
riods of anxiety and depression ... While
statements such as ‘hopefully this will end
soon’ or ‘maybe we will get back to normal
soon’ may seem routine and benign in na-
ture to some [since the pandemic began], the
reality is that living in a perpetuating state
of unknown without the traditional access to
coping outlets can take a toll on the mind,
body, and spirit, and lead to unending, some-
times unbearable worry, dread, sense of
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Board Certified
Ophthalmologist.
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Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral
Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.
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Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734

doom, feelings of helpless and hopeless-
ness, etc.”

She pointed out that Meridian’s walk-in
center has remained operational, while its
Recovery Education Center regularly offers
a multitude of virtual classes. Plus, the Sub-
stance Abuse Intensive Outpatient Program
continues to support individuals in their re-
covery from drug and alcohol addiction.

The public is encouraged to refer anyone
to Meridian who is experiencing concerning
mood and behavior changes.

“There is help available and recovery is
possible for anyone,” she said. “Any mem-
ber of our community, no matter if you have
insurance or not, no matter of your financial
situation, can access support in the follow-
ing ways:

e call our main office at (828) 631-3973
to speak to a live member of our team or
leave a voicemail that will be returned as
immediately as possible;

e visit our open access center located at
674 Highlands Road, Monday-Friday 8:30
a.m.-5 p.m. to initiate services or receive cri-
sis support from a member of our youth and
adult services clinical team;

e visit www.meridianbhs.org and leave a
general e-mail, responded to 24/7/365
within the same or following business day;

e call Meridian CARES at 828-339-1552;
or if immediate access to a live member of
our team is needed Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.-
2 p.m.”

Overall, Burton stressed that people
should reach out to Meridian, if necessary,
whether issues are pandemic-related or not.

“Meridian Behavioral Health Services is
blessed to be a part of a strong and compas-
sionate community,” she said. “Despite
COVID-19, we remain resilient and readily
available to support our community.”

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

828.369.4236

¢ Occlusal Bite Guards

FAX 828.369.0753
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Emergency services assumes COVID testing duties

Brittney Lofthouse — Contributing Writer

During the January meeting of the Macon County Board of
Commissioners, county leaders expressed concerns posted by
citizens surrounding COVID19 testing and vaccination being
handled by the Public Health Department. With limited
staffing, health department director Kathy McGaha told the
county that in order to change things, the health department
needed additional support.

That got the wheels turning for Macon County Emergency
Services to take over COVID19 testing for the county — to
free up staff and time at the health department to focus on vac-
cine administration.

Macon County Emergency Management Director Warren
Cabe updated commissioners last Thursday and reported that
since assuming COVID testing duties at the public health de-
partment on Jan. 21, testing is now being conducted five days
per week and is now housed in a drive-thru operation routed in
front of the Sheriff’s Office under a canopy separate from the
vaccination site.

“We have been able to double COVID19 testing appoint-
ments scheduled from 16 per hour to 32 per hour with the ca-
pability of expanding to 40 per hour if needed,” said Cabe.

Since taking over, Cabe reported that EMS had averaged ad-
ministering 42 COVID tests per day with a total of 481 ad-
ministered as of Feb. 3.

Staffing for the COVID19 testing site is provided by Emer-
gency Management, EMS, fire, veterans services, code en-
forcement, and the dental clinic staff.

Cabe also noted that his department has established the
drive-thru to also be able to administer vaccines, once addi-
tional supplies are made available from the state.

“The drive-thru COVID test site has been modified slightly
S0 once we get an adequate supply of vaccine, we can admin-
ister COVID vaccinations after all testing appointments are
fulfilled each day,” said Cabe. “This should allow one to two
hours for testing each day and the remainder of the day open
for vaccinations, in additional to the regular vaccination line.”

EMS and Emergency Services have also been able to staff
the observation section of the regular vaccination drive-thru
line with a full ambulance crew and operations support staff
for the health department as well.

The additional work by EMS has not impacted regular op-

erations for the county’s EMS support.

“None of our regular daily ambulance staffing assignments
(five ambulance crews and one EMS supervisor) have been af-
fected by the additional staffing,” said Cabe. “All other duties
have been filled by part-time or off-duty full-time EMS staff.”

Cabe said that his department has also developed a plan to ad-
minister COVID vaccinations to home bound individuals with
the assistance of Senior Services, the health department, EMS,
and the Highlands-Cashiers Community Vaccination Clinic.

Not only will EMS also continue to help Highlands with their
walk-in clinics when supplies allow, but Cabe noted that a plan
for a walk-in clinic for the Franklin area has been developed
for when supplies are available.

While EMS is now managing the testing site for Macon
County — a newly developed call center has been launched to
accommodate the volume of calls the county is receiving for
both vaccines and testing appointments.

“At the Board of Commissioners meeting on Jan. 12, Macon
County, like all counties across the state and nation was in the
infancy stage of the vaccination process,” said Macon County
Manager Derek Roland. “Similar to every other aspect COVID-
19 pandemic, a vaccination process of this magnitude was a
first for this organization. The moment vaccine becames avail-
able, our phone system was overwhelmed with calls to the test-
ing and vaccination call center. In the days, leading up to the
Jan. 12, meeting, call volume was exceeding 500 calls per hour,
every hour, every day. This resulted in a complete shutdown of
the entire county phone system for hours and sometimes days
atatime.

After the call center — which was opened with the help of
local business owner Phil Drake —was launched, the 45-minute
wait time is now less than four seconds a call.

“Thanks to Phil Drake who has graciously allowed the
county to establish a call center at his training and education
building, providing us with equipment, technical assistance and
even fully staffing the call center with his employees. This part-
nership has been an absolute game changer,” said Roland.

The call centers have been staffed using county employees
from multiple other departments, in addition to five part-time
employees who were hired and started work the week of Jan.
18. The call centers are in operation from 8-5, 5 days per week.
Call (828)349-2517 for testing and (828)524-1500 for vacci-
nations.

308 Depot St.
Franklin, NC

(828)524-2419 or
(828)524-3395
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News from the Legislature |_etters to the Editor

From the office of Rep. Karl Gillespie

I. We officially gaveled in
on Wednesday, Jan. 13,
2021. Opening day consisted
primarily of the swearing-in
ceremony and the adoption of
session rules.

II. The legislature recon-
vened on Wednesday, Jan. 27,
2021. Committee assignments
were announced and I was ap-
pointed to the following com-
mittees:

-Agriculture

-Appropriations

-Appropriations, Education

-Federal Relations and American Indian Affairs

-Wildlife Resources

III. On Feb. 4, 2021 the legislature passed SB36, 2020
COVID Relief Bill Modifications. The legislation made
various adjustments in light of additional federal legisla-
tion and guidance.

Senate Bill 36 does the following:

- About $1.6 billion to help schools reopen and ensure
students, teachers, and staff can safely return to in-per-
son learning

-Approximately $95 million to health care providers,
local health departments and hospitals for coronavirus
vaccinations

-More than $546 million in emergency rental assis-
tance. An additional $155 million in rental assistance will
go to local governments with more than 200,000 residents

-The bill provides parents of school-aged children ad-
ditional time to apply for $335 state grants to help pay
for online learning expenses and provides $30 million to
expand broadband in rural areas

-The legislature also passed HB4, Extend ABC Permit
Renewal Fee Deferral.

-The bill retroactively extends the deferral of ABC per-
mit fees for businesses prohibited from operating under
the Governor's Executive Order until 90 days after all ex-
ecutive orders limiting those permittees' full operation are
rescinded or expire. The bill would also allow certain
ABC permittees whose operation is limited by executive
orders to request a refund of any permit fees paid for the
2020-2021 permit year, and direct the ABC Commission
to reinstate or reactivate any permits that the Commis-
sion cancelled or moved to inactive status

Important to note: SB36 is the first COVID related as-
sistance package of the new year. I expect us to take up
additional pandemic-related legislation in the coming
weeks.

Karl Gillispie

No authoritarians are welcome

Senator Patrick Leahy (Eight-term Democratic Senator
from VT) recently wrote a column charging former Presi-
dent Trump with a dozen (well), transgressions, you might
say. I'll paraphrase for simplicity and space.

(1) Donald Trump failed to uphold his oath to preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution, (2) emerged as the
greatest threat to the Constitution and American democracy
in a generation, (3) sparked the flames of sedition and
fanned them relentlessly, (4) lied about the election in an
effort to undermine Americans' faith in our democracy, (5)
promoted division, disruption, and violence, (6) attempted
to thwart our nation's unbroken history of a constitutional
and peaceful transfer of power, (7) encited and promoted a
riot that laid siege to our Capitol building - the very heart of
our democracy, (8) Insurrectionists chanting Trump's name
viciously beat Capitol Police Officers protecting the build-
ing, (9) Insurrectionists called for the death of the Vice Pres-
ident, (10) Insurrectionists delayed Congress from fulfilling
its constitutional duty of certifying the election of President-
elect Joe Biden, (11) they left a trail of destruction in their
wake, including the deaths of five people, and (12) the for-
mer President of the United States fueled and exploited the
dark undercurrent of insurrection.

Senator Leahy also reminded us that even President
Nixon understood he had to resign after his crimes were ex-
posed; and that this former President's crimes are far worse.

Former President Trump bears accountability for this at-
tack and the fact that he has disavowed any responsibility
for the violent assault on our democracy makes clear he was
unworthy of the office he held and should have been re-
moved.

That didn't happen and now it's once again up to the Sen-
ate to convict former President Trump and to prevent him
from holding future office. And, as Senator Leahy so elo-
quently stated, "send a message across the ages; no author-
itarians are welcome in the halls of the world's greatest
democracy.

It pains me deeply, as a 20-year Naval veteran, that so
many veterans clearly have forgotten what their uniform
and oath stand for, and chose (so wrongly) to participate in
the insurrection of January 6th and that veterans organiza-
tions (American Legion, VFW, DAV and others) continue to
remain deafeningly silent. These are not the veterans of
WWI, WWII, and Korea.

Having failed to uphold his oath of office (which alone
warrants impeachment) senators who vote to acquit former
President Trump are irresponsible, derelict in their duty and,
having put the interests of their party and their own self-
serving welfare above that of the national interest are, in my
opinion, accomplices in the wrongdoings for which former
President Trump is charged.

David Snell = Franklin, N.C.

Better pull your heads out of the dirt and look around

The news can leave a person speechless. To think that any
American will except the fact that our president can com-
mitt treason on his own country, and left a few people dead.
He had been getting this group ready for a long time. As he
said he told them to bring all the amunition they could. It
sounds like Mr. Bill O’Reilly, and some others, better pull
their heads up out of the dirt and look around. This country
has been run buy the Rebublican party and a leader for the
past 4 years. Not the Democrats. Since Trump has been the
president, who is so full of hatred an lies is why we don’t
have a peacefull protests any more. He is the one who has
been bent on violence. There has been several investiga-
tions, and has been proven the election was legal. He con-
victed him self of treason when he stood out in the street,
and told them to walk up to the white house, and he’d be
right there with them. But he hightails it back to the house
and watches it on tv, and a party going on. He has such love
and admiration for himself he can’t beleive not everyone
loves him like he does. It’s called narcissism. He can’t face
reality. Most historians have stated that he is the worst pres-
ident in the 232-year history of the United States. Worse
than R. Nixon. He is so in love with him self, he thinks he
should be on Mt. Rushmore. God forbid, great men like
Lincoln and Jefferson in Washington an Roosevelt, would
come tummbling down being disgraced. Trump even has
what looks like the two dollar bill out trying to sell, it has
him and his wife standing in front of Mt. Rushmore on it,
and a coin. After you realize that Trump has been president
for the past 4 yrs. This country has never been more divied.
He admirs Hitler an L Putin. of Russia. He want to destoy
are Democracy, that so mamy men and women in military
have fought and died for. Which he doesn’t even know
about. Remember Pearl Harbor, how the Japs came bomb-
ing it. If it wasn’t for those brave men and women, we could
be flying their Japanese flag or a German flag after that war.
We wouldn’t have our Democracy. We better pray that
Biden can straighten up the mess that Trump has left for
him, and he can bring this country back to gether. Oh yes,
protect human rights. From what I hear the baby is not taken
after they hear a heart beat. But when a woman don’t want
the baby, she will kill it after its got life after its born. Is
that ok? It’s happend right here in Franklin.

Kathy Whitley — Franklin, N.C.
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Seniors getting pushed back on vaccine list

Are you a senior and trying to get your virus shot? Good
luck if you’re trying in Macon County. After trying for the
last two weeks to get through the online application I finally
got registered. However, | have been told that it may not be
until early March before I get the shot. The fact that I'm 84
matters not. It seems that it depends on when you actually
get signed up. No priority on age. The nice lady that regis-
tered me told me that Macon County receives only 300
doses of serum at a time, and this shortfall backs up those
waiting. Imagine what this will do to those scheduled for
the second shot. Who is going to get pushed back? Me and
all those seniors that are still waiting for their first shot. You
may notice that the online registration form tells you to con-
tact their Family Health Care person. My doctor knew of
this erroneous statement but assures me that he is not au-
thorized to do the virus shots. He also mentioned that I
should check with Jackson County, apparently get consid-
erably more vaccines. Who is to blame for this debacle,
Biden or the Governor? Maybe both!

G.G. Puckett — Franklin, N.C.

Ignorance a disease spread by misinformation

It is sad but true that many well-intentioned people are
being deceived by the current events in society today.
Whether it's the bogus notion that we have systemic
racism even though a black man attained the highest office
in the land from 2008-2016, or that "mostly peaceful
protests" were justified in mob burning, looting, and
killing, or whether January 6 was an actual insurrection
where security guards are on camera removing the barri-
cades and unarmed citizens neatly filed through the velvet
ropes inside the building while carrying American flags;
the masses are being ordered to believe the phony narra-
tives of the ruling elite. Even in Western North Carolina
where we enjoy a better lifestyle than the corrupted big
cities, there are a handful of what I call dumb-smart peo-
ple here. For example, the way that some are so deranged
in hoping for an impeachment of Donald Trump is em-
barrassing to the rest of us who have critical thinking
skills. The man is no longer holding office. Impeachment
is for removing a magistrate that is actively in office; not
for an emotional axe to grind in order to further divide a
nation. It is the machine of federal government that is
everyone's danger on both left and right. It has never been
"blue states vs red states." It is the federal government vs.
We the People. Human history should have taught us this
fact long ago.

As far as the so-called impeachment trial of Donald
Trump taking place this week, the left is frenzied in their
excitement to stick it to a man they hate so much even
though there is absolutely no constitutional grounds to im-
peach a former president. Even the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court is distancing himself from this monkey
show. I had to laugh out loud reading someone's attempt
at eloquence by his saying, "it remains to be seen whether
the U.S. Senate has the courage, dignity, and integrity to
do the right thing" in a previous letter to the editor. First
of all, those characteristics left Washington DC a very
long time ago and have been replaced by corruption, lies,
self-serving agendas, and unconstitutional chaos. If a per-
son truly understands foundational principles such as Nat-
ural Law and our US Constitution, it is crystal clear that
the den of thieves in Washington has repeatedly been
guilty of real treason. This reality is merely a symptom of
the overall problem of society's total ignorance of history
and complete lack of holding government accountable in
our once self-governing republic. Ignorance is a disease
that spreads through misinformation by virtually all of the
MSM that spoon feeds society into dividing a nation so

that the foxes have full roam of the henhouse.

The vast majority of Americans, especially Trump sup-
porters, do not want to overthrow the government, we just
want the government to stop stealing our money and stop
stealing our freedoms and actually uphold the rule of law.
They are doing exactly the opposite of their constitutional
jobs. It should be apparent to everyone that the federal gov-
ernment is too big and too controlling to ever have society's
best interests as their motivation. Time does not allow for
all the examples of their atrocities over the years, but the
facts are there for anyone willing to dig past the smoke
screens and mirrors... After a very obvious fraudulent pres-
idential election with mountains of proof that is being bla-
tantly ignored by the information gatekeepers, isn't it time
for everyone on both sides to unite in our opposition to
evil? Isn't it time for We the People to pursue truth and free-
dom instead of allowing the government to divide us? We
do that by first learning historical truth as well as the truth
of human nature and then act on this new understanding ac-
cordingly. We put it into practice at the proverbial water
cooler, voting booth, fighting for individual and state's
rights (9th and 10th Amendments), and with civil disobedi-
ence when government refuses to comply with democracy
in any given geographical area. If that fails or the govern-
ment takes us over the edge into unprecedented financial
catastrophe, then we will in fact see true insurrection, the
likes of which January 6 will look like a picnic to the over-
reacting simpletons. However, it will be completely justi-
fied just as it was in 1776, 1836, and 1861.

Jim Gaston - Franklin, N.C.

The reality is that not all election cases were lost

A lot of people think that "Trump lost all his court cases
regarding the 2020 election."

The reality is rather different. As of Feb. 4, 2021, there
have been 80 court cases based on the 2020 presidential
election, of which 25 remain active.

Of the 55 others, 34 were thrown out on legal technical-
ities, with no evidence actually heard.

Of the 21 cases decided on the merits to date, Trump has
won 14 and lost seven.

If only more cases could have been heard on the merits,
and more quickly, things might look very different today.

One of several good websites related to this is
hereistheevidence.com.

Patrick Wallace — Franklin, N.C.

Advice on vaccine varies from all sources

It is difficult these days to make choices concerning health
when contradictory advice is given by different scientists
and doctors. We want to trust experts, but which ones? Do
we accept personal responsibility for researching on our
own? Do we question whether experts may have agendas
behind their advice? I am conerned when I read of many
anxiously waiting to get vaccines which supposedly will
protect them from COVID-19, an experimental vaccine
which has been rushed to market without the lengthy testing
usually required. It is said that knowledge is power. My pur-
pose in writing is to question some of what we may or may
not have been told in the media.

Have we weighed pros and cons of getting this mRNA
vaccine when COVID-19 has been survived by 99.98% of
those who have gotten the illness? Do we know what an
mRNA vaccine is or what it does in our bodies? Do we
know that serious side effects have been reported, including
anaphylactic shock, neurological damage, and death? I read
that the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
reported 40,000 adverse reactions in the first 30 days of the

vaccine being given in the U.S. In Norway, numerous seri-
ous reactions led to the recommendation that those over 75
not be vaccinated. Today I read about a CNA who, at per-
sonal risk, reported on deaths after residents got the Pfizer
vaccine at his nursing home.

"James reports that in 2020 very few residents in the nurs-
ing home where he works got sick with COVID, and none
of them died during the entire year of 2020. However,
shortly after administering the Pfizer experimental mRNA
injections, 14 died within two weeks, and he reports that
many others are near death." His video is here: https://be-
foreitsnews.com/health/2021/01/nursing-home-whistle-
blower-seniors-are-dying-like-flies-after-covid-injections-sp
eak-out-video-3037541 .html

Do we know about treatments that have successfully
treated people who got COVID-19? In early stages of the
outbreak in the US, doctors reported how they were suc-
cessfully treating patients. Many doctors, including Amer-
ica's Frontline Doctors, shared protocols for early treatment
in public presentation. Their website http://www.americas-
frontlinedoctors.com, has information on medications and
protocols, as well as information about the vaccines.

Dr. Joseph Mercola, in his online analysis, "Seniors Dying
after Covid Vaccine Labeled as Natural Causes," on 2/2/21,
states that, " Around the world, reports are pouring in of peo-
ple dying shortly after receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. In
many cases, they die suddenly within hours of getting the
shot. In others, death occurs within the span of a couple of
weeks. Ironically, when seniors die before vaccination, it’s
due to COVID-19 and something must be done to prevent it,
but when they die after vaccination, they die of natural
causes and no preventive action is necessary."

On Feb. 1, 2021, Dr. Mercola analyzed an article "Jour-
nal of Medicine Says HCQ + Zinc Reduces COVID
Deaths." He stated, "Early on in the COVID-19 pandemic,
doctors around the world reported high success rates using
an inexpensive treatment protocol of hydroxychloroquine
(HCQ) and zinc, typically in combination with an antibiotic
to treat secondary bacterial infections....[The] medical re-
view in the January 2021 issue of The American Journal of
Medicine now urges early use of HCQ and zinc to reduce
hospitalizations and deaths from COVID-19."

Dr. Mercola's complete articles with references are
at https://articles.mercola.com.

I hope that fear of COVID-19 will soon be a thing of the
past, that my fellow Maconians who contract it will recover
quickly, and that any who have taken or choose to take the
vaccine will not experience serious side effects. In addition,
I hope that those who read this and choose to take the vac-
cine have researched the pros and cons

Panthea Crawford — Franklin, N.C.

Company adds garlic and oninon to favorite bread

Everyone, I need community input to find my footing re-
garding recent changes to Arnold Bread Co. products. Last
week the Horsham, Pa., company altered all their rye breads
to now contain garlic and onion. Research showed they
were responding to Pepperidge Farm doing the same a cou-
ple of weeks ago. While I'm sure many people would pre-
fer this change, I absolutely hate it. Why couldn't the
company make a new version with garlic and onion, or
change merely ONE of their breads; why do it across the
board? If there are others out there who feel as I do, email
me at narellekirkland@gmail.com and let me know that I
am not alone.

Narelle Kirkland — Franklin, N.C.

See page 12 for more letters
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Research reveals plenty of evidence of election fraud

For those skeptical, delusional and obviously lazy people
drunk on the Socialist/Communist kool aid who do not think
there is proof of election fraud in the Nov. 3, 2020, election,
please explain away the following:

There are people who do research using various open
source Secretary of State voter registration and results data
bases, driver’s license registration data bases, U.S. Post Of-
fice open data bases, and have the skills to use
LEXUS/NEXUS, a massive legal resource website used by
attorneys and the open source government www.paed.us-
courts.gov, also known as PACER, website for various Fed-
eral District, Appeals, and U.S. Supreme Court dockets and
filings to look for relevant data.

What these extensive research efforts reveal:

Georgia:

* Over 65,000 underaged people illegally voted and their
illegal votes were counted

* 1,043 people registered illegally using a P.O. box

* 4,926 voted after illegally registering late

* 40,279 people voted after moving out of state at least 30
days before the Nov. 3rd election and are illegal

* 10,315 dead people registered and voted

* Many voter addresses are vacant lots

e There is photographic evidence of a commercial shred-
ding service truck shredding bag after bag of something
coming out of the counting center in the middle of the night

What was in the four roll-around cases that were pulled
out from under the table after poll watchers were sent out of
the area?

What was the woman doing when she was seen on sur-
veillance tape repeatedly putting the same stack of ballots
through a tabulating machine multiple times?

Pennsylvania:

* At least 220,000 more people voted that were actually

registered to vote

* USPS employee Jesse Morgan testified he drove over
144,000 ballots from New York to Pennsylvania and then
when he parked for the night, his truck mysteriously disap-
peared.

¢ 100,000 ballots had no return date or the date was earlier
than the date records show they were mailed

* Nearly 40,000 requested ballots from heavily Republican
districts were not logged in as returned

* In Delaware County, all logs and records showing chain
of custody and tabulation have disappeared

* Over 8,780 dead people registered and voted

¢ In Delaware County over 100,000 ballots are impossible
to verify

e In Delaware County in excess of 200,000 ballots have
disappeared from storage

Nevada:

* 42,284 people voted twice

* Over 78,000 illegal aliens or out of state voters voted

* Over 20,000 ballots have no mailing address

* Over 10,000 dead people registered and voted

With respect to the specious Woke Folks’ arguments about
no evidence in the courts, in virtually all of the Trump Cam-
paign filings the judges immediately dismissed the cases
without a single hearing or requiring a counter filing by the
Defendant party. This is clearly coordinated judicial tyranny,
misfeasance and malfeasance of office on a massive scale
and a clear violation of 5th Amendment Due Process clause
and the 7th Amendment Right to Jury Trial clause.

This clearly demonstrates the corrupt judiciary aided and
abetted the Socialist/Democratic Party in stealing the elec-
tion and covering up the direct evidence proving that hap-
pened.

If you were to take the time to go up on the dockets for the
filings in Federal U.S. District Courts, as I did, you would
find literally hundreds of Sworn Affidavits tendered as evi-
dence of the fraud and illegalities listed as Exhibits in every
one of the Trump Campaign filings. The evidence is on the
record. The corrupt judges simply are co-conspirators in the

EARLY BIRD
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cover up hoping you will be too busy, distracted or too lazy
to actually check the record.

The Main Stream Media depends on you taking every-
thing they tell you as “Gospel Truth” when they are actually
lying.

If you were to take the time to go on LEXUS/NEXUS,
and search for the Trump Campaign’s court filings in various
State courts, as I did, you would also find that you can see
the same large stacks of Sworn Affidavits, the highest form
of evidence except for direct testimony, filed as evidence ex-
hibits.

None of the filings was ever allowed to be heard in open
court nor tested on the merits of the case so y’all “stuff it”
on the claims that “no evidence was presented.”

While I could table more statistical evidence of election
fraud in other states, if this does not change the minds of the
Woke folks fellow travelers who hate America and who are
parroting the Socialist/Democratic Party line spewed by the
Main Stream media, trying to get their neighbors to buy into
the Communist scheme, more clear evidence won’t.

I am taking time to give my neighbors the truth of this
matter so you won’t be hoodwinked by those who care so
little for our precious liberty and rights that they won’t de-
fend them.

Yea therefore and verily I say unto you, the Truth shall set
you free, but first it will make you very angry.

Peter K. Stern, U.S.A.F. Retired — Franklin, N.C.

President Trump sacrificed for the good of America

For those who still believe that President Trump went into
politics for his own gain, like the majority of politicians
from both major parties, I want to share this.

When he decided to run in 2015, President Trump was
listed as #121 of the wealthiest Americans by Forbes mag-
azine. He was the first billionaire to run for president. Today
his rank is #339. His net worth was $4.5 billion in 2015.
Now it is $2.5 billion according to the Washington Exam-
iner. He sacrificed nearly half of his wealth to serve the
country he loves. Trump donated all his annual salary of
$400,000 each quarter to various causes like the Office of
the Surgeon General, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse, and more re-
cently, the National Park Service to “repair and restore”
national monuments. President Trump entered politics to
improve the lives of millions of Americans and he was enor-
mously successful even though he was under constant at-
tack by the Democrats and many members of his own party.
He was also viciously attacked and mischaracterized by the
so-called mainstream media. As we all are painfully aware,
he endured three years of torment over a phony "Russian
dossier" paid for by Hillary Clinton. The FBI knew it was
false but they obtained four FISA [Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act] court warrants to spy on his administration by
lying to the court. We all helped pay for that hoax to the
tune of $40 million. To my knowledge, none of the perpe-
trators have paid anything for their crimes.

President Trump won the 2020 election by a massive
landslide only to have it stolen by bad actors in China and
other countries, aided and abetted by many traitors in our
own country. To see some of the evidence of the largest
cyber attack in history, watch the documentary "Absolute
Proof" by Michael Lindell, CEO of My Pillow
here: https://michaeljlindell.com/ If you don't feel you have
time to watch it all, start at 1:36:00. The last half hour of
the video was shocking to me.

I am not a Republican or a Democrat, but I love America
and I am grateful to President Trump for the sacrifices he
made for me and for you. I pray that God will vindicate him
in the days ahead.

Ed Hill = Franklin, N.C.


https://www.facebook.com/Action-Tire-107839201070391
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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Photos by Betsey Gooder

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HANDMADE & MoRE

71 E.Main St. « Franklin, NC
(828)349-4467

EMAL: RusTANDRELICS 71@6MAL LOM
FACEBOOK.COM/RuSTANDRELICST!

BAHA’TI FAITH

LIGHT orUNITY

“The well-being of mankind, its peace and security are
unattainable unless and until its unity is firmly established.”

-- Baha'u’llah

Weekly devotions and discusslons In Frankiin, open to all. Call 302-383-6835.

1-800-228-6483 www.bahai.us
Franklin e Murphy e Sylva e Waynesville

bags

40% OFF! ¥ 40% OFF!

SELECTED
Wirndere Spo'lawear,
40 - 50% OFF!

KU/H. 40%OFF!

Bagu & Ausorted
Accessoried
40 - 50% OFF!

SALE STARTS
THU, FEB. 11™!

ooooooooooooo

SALE ENDS
MON, FEB. 15™!

Open 7 Days a Week!
Mon. - Sat., 10-6 Sun. 12 - 5 * (828) 524-9061
78 Siler Rd. 441 South, Franklin, NC 28734

for more info

Find us on



https://www.facebook.com/threeeaglesoutfitters/
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin Po-
lice Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
January 20 - February 5. All
suspects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

Macon County
Sheriff’'s Department

February 1

Joseph Lee Samarco, was charged with possession of heroin,
possession of drug paraphernalia, larceny, possession of stolen
goods/property, breaking into coin operated machine, larceny,
possession of stolen goods/property. Jordan C. Sutton made
the arrest.

Britni Moore Pinkham, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. Jordan
C. Sutton made the arrest.

February 2

Toni Leann Brewer, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, simple possession of a schedule Il con-
trolled substance. Parrish W. Young made the arrest.

Christina Hope Perez, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, felony probation violation. Jordan C. Sut-
ton made the arrest.

Ryan David Finn, was charged with failure to appear. Tim-
othy B. Carter made the arrest.

February 3

Samantha Marie Bates, was issued a true bill of indictment
for failure to appear for possession of methamphetamine,,
felony probation violation. Mike Langley Sr. made the arrest.

James Barton Smith, was issued a true bill of indictment for
forgery of instrument, uttering a forged instrument. Mike Lan-
gley Sr. made the arrest.

Michael Eugene Richards, was charged with failure to ap-
pear for possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug
paraphernalia. Mike Langley Sr. made the arrest.

Nicole Dee Stewart, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. Jonathan
C. Bean made the arrest.

Silas Parker-Kenna Vinson, was charged with resist/ob-
struct/delay law enforcement officer, possession of marijuana
up to 1/2 oz, possession of drug paraphernalia, carrying a con-
cealed weapon. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.

February 4

Paul Joseph Vatalaro, was charged with third degree sex ex-
ploitation of a minor. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest.

Tabitha Sherell Henrt, was issued warrant service for offense
committed in jurisdiction. Nick Lofthouse made the arrest.

February 5

Alexandria Rae Anglin, was charged with violating domes-
tic violence protective order, simple assault. James E. Crawford
I11 made the arrest.

Jody M. Stanfield, was charged with possession of metham-
phetamine, drug equipment violations. Matthew T. Breedlove
made the arrest.

Kimberly Marie Cates, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, drug equipment violation. Matthew T.
Breedlove made the arrest.

February 6
Chelsea Briana Heaton, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine. Clay A. Saunders made the arrest.
Franklin Police Department

January 28

Michael Anthony Duncan, 62, was charged with possession
of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. A se-
cured bond of $2,500 was set. Officer Hovis made the arrest.

James Bryson, 23, was charged with concealment of mer-
chandise in mercantile establishments, issued an order for ar-
rest for firearm by a felon. Officer Riles made the arrest.

Jennifer Lynn Nations, 48, was charged with breaking or
entering, injury to real property. An unsecured bond of $2,500
was set. Officer Bingham made the arrest.

Michael Adam Crisp, 27, was issued a true bill of indict-
ment for possession of a controlled substance in prison/jail
premises. A secured bond of $3,500 was set. Officer Hovis
made the arrest.

James Richard Atkinson, 47, was charged with probation
violation, failure to appear for a felony. A secured bond of
$15,000 was set.

January 29

Anthony Christopher Beaver, 25, was charged with posses-
sion of heroin, probation violation. A secured bond of $30,000
was set. Sergeant Ashe made the arrest.

February 1

Louis Algodon Garcia, 30, was issued an order for arrest
for hit and run leaving scene, no operators license, unautho-
rized use of a motor vehicle. An unsecured bond of $800 was
set. Officer Riles made the arrest.

February 2

John Paul McCall, 37, was charged with burglary breaking
and entering. A secured bond of $16,000 was set. Detective
Foster made the arrest.

Jackson County Sheriff’'s Department

January 20

Richard Calvin Jay Teesatuskie, 34, of Fisher Branch, Cherokee,
was charged with possession of marijuana paraphernalia, posses-
sion of marijuana up to 1/2 oz, possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession of methamphetamine. No bond was set.

Antony Garcia Sanchez, 32, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine. No bond was set.

Christa Marie Schlef, 36, of Post Gardens Way, Boca Raton,
Fla., was charged with simple assault. No bond was set.

January 21

David Jason Johnson, 39, of Beavor Rd., Lake Toxaway,
was charged with failure to appear for felony probation viola-
tion. A secured bond of $200 was set.

January 22

Marcos Edmund Mundo, 39, of Olivine Place, was charged
with resisting a public officer, assault on a government offi-
cial/lemployee, domestic criminal trespass, violation of a court
order. No bond was set.

Chadwick Errol George, 47, of Poplar Tree Lane, Whittier,
was charged with failure to appear for plant conservation act
violation, larceny of ginseng. A secured bond of $1,500 was
set.

Christopher Jason Kent, 32, of Dahlia Dr., Whittier, was
charged with indecent liberties with a child. A secured bond of
$15,000 was set.

\eronica Lynn Lewis, 47, of Sunrise Park, was charged with
felony larceny. No bond was set.

Chris lvan Lewis, 50, of Sunrise Park, was charged with
felony larceny. No bond was set.

January 23
Krystal Rae Miller, 37, of Clay Haven Heights, was charged

with driving while license revoked. A secured bond of $500
was set.

Levi Eric Jones, 26, of Mica Mine Rd., Waynesville, was
charged with carrying a concealed gun. A secured bond of
$250 was set.

Emil Morice Mull, 55, of Allen Henson Circle, was is-
sued an order for arrest for driving while impaired. A se-
cured bond of $1,500 was set.

January 24

Randall Dean Green, 61, of Rocky Branch Rd., Whittier,
was charged with failure to appear for possession of drug
paraphernalia, possession of methamphetamine. A secured
bond of $3,000 was set.

Bryan Keith Hughes, 53, of Partridge Place, Whittier, was
charged with possession of a schedule Il controlled sub-
stance, possession of methamphetamine. No bond was set.

January 25

Shannon Marie Graham, 41, of Sylva, was charged with
fugitive/extradition from other state. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set.

Cara Jones Brown, 36, of Alarka Rd., Bryson City, was
charged with resist a public officer, driving while impaired.
An unsecured bond of $500 was set.

January 26

Errika Leah Arkansas, 42, of Hallmark Lane, Whittier,
was charged with second degree trespass. A secured bond of
$500 was set.

James Stephen Ray Gammon, 25, of Elmer Dr., Chero-
kee, was charged with assault on a female. No bond was set.

January 27

Amber Nicole Simon, 26, of Cullowhee, was charged with
trespass of real property, violation of court order. A secured bond
of $3,000 was set.

Ellen Yellowhammer Lincoln, 25, of Cherokee, was charged
with failure to appear for possession of stolen goods/property,
misdemeanor larceny. A secured bond of $3,000 was set.

Tarrell Lawshawn Williams, 40, of Old Greenville Hwy.,
Clemson, S.C., was charged with possession of fentanyl. An un-
secured bond of $500 was set.

January 28

James Parker Bryson 23, of Divide Dr., Cashiers, was issued
a true bill of indictment for possession of a firearm by a felon.
A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

Shane Alexander Hancock, 31, of Webster Rd., was issued a
warrant for arrest for speeding, resisting a public officer. A se-
cured bond of $500 was set.

Lyndsey Alicia Gonzalez, 25, of Windy Gap Rd., Cullowhee,
was issued an order for arrest for probation violation. A secured
bond of $1,000 was set.

January 29

Robert Dewayne Lowery, 27, of Sylva, was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of heroin. An
unsecured bond of $2,500 was set.

Stephanie Ann Taylor, 43, of Sylva, was charged with cy-
berstalking, communicating threats. An unsecured bond of
$500 was set.

Jon Bantom Legere, 44, of Brown Ridge Rd., was
charged with first degree trespass enter/remain. No bond
was set.

January 31

Tad Norman Thompson, 46, of Norman Dr., was charged
with domestic criminal trespass, attempted breaking and en-
tering. No bond was set.

Eugene Kelley Langley, 46, of Heady Mountain Rd.,
Cashiers, was charged with assault on a female. No bond
was set.

Dierra Salone Jenkins, 30, of Levi Mathis Rd., Whittier,
was charged with simple assault. No bond was set.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Appalachian Animal Rescue Center Fill the Van at Bilo Shopping
Center Saturday Feb. 13, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donations will be accepted
to help the stray and abandoned dogs and cats at the local humane so-

ciety.

Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County needs volun-
teers to share skills or gain some experience learning new ones.
From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer
skills, planning and organizing or just plain common sense, the
greatest gift you could ever give is your time. Any amount is good.
Some great times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences
await. Call (828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 4-mile hike on Saturday,
Feb. 13, with an elevation change 400 ft., in the Jack Rabbit Recre-
ation Area in Clay County. This is an area on Lake Chatuge for biking
and hiking. Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 10 am, drive 50 miles
round trip. For more information, call leader Gail Lehman, (828)524-
5298, for reservations. Visitors welcome.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 3-mile hike on Sunday,
Feb. 14, with an elevation change 700 ft., on the Coweeta Lab loop up
Shope Fork to Forest Service Rd. 751-B, passing a weather station
and through a lovely white pine forest with a good view of Albert Moun-
tain. Meet at the Smoky Mountain Visitors Center on Hwy. 441 at 1
p.m. Drive 16 miles round trip. For more information or reservations,
call leader Katharine Brown, (828)421-4178.

Franklin First Assembly and Macon New Beginnings Free Take-
away Dinner will be on Thursday, Feb 18, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., at 1150
E Main St. Pull into the line. A meal will be provided for each person
in the vehicle, while meals last.

Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center Gradua-
tion will be held on Saturday, Feb. 20, 10 a.m., in the Center audito-
rium, 336 Living Hope Way (formerly 336 AG Camp Rd). Wear masks
until you are seated and when you leave. Chairs will be spread apart.
Adult and Teen Challenge of the Smokies Men’s Center is a 12-month
residential addiction recovery program. For more information, call
(828)524-2157 or www.livinghopeway.com

Franklin First Baptist Church Drive by for February Sunshine
Treats every Saturday in February between 2 to 3:30 p.m. Remain in
your car as you receive hot chocolate, homemade cookies plus a bag
of fruit per car.

American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on Thursday, Feb. 11,
from 12:30 to 5 p.m., at the First Baptist Church, 69 lotla St., in
Franklin. Make your appointment to give blood, platelets or plasma
with the Red Cross by downloading the Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org, calling (800)733-2767.

Macon County Democratic Women February Online Meeting will
be held on Tuesday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m. To obtain a Zoom link email

Established 1960

FRANKLIN BODY SHOP

Longest Operating Body Shop

n and Macon

/ /,

Insurance Repairs « Frame Straightening
Custom Color Matching

Factory Direct Parts

Auto Detailing

Window Tinting

Expert Body Repair o Auto Glass

24 Hour Towing e Large Well Equipped Facilities

7 Body Men / Technicians and
3 Expert Painters Ready to Serve You

56 Mill Street o Franklin, NC ¢ (828) 524-7494

jean.work.wright@gmail.com.

Macon County Public Health is currently vaccinating those eligible
under Group 2. This group includes those who are 65 years of age or
older, regardless of health status. Those who are eligible under this
phase, to receive a vaccination, can call (828)349-2517 to schedule an
appointment. Vaccine appointments will be at Macon County Public
Health located at 1830 Lakeside Drive in Franklin, and will be con-
ducted through a drive-thru clinic.

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night, 6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind.
Celebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom
from the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five
years old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47
Macon Center Dr. (behind Bojangles). For more information,
email cr@discover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as strollers,
car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always wel-
come. Services are free and confidential. For more information or an
appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center is hosting Zoom classes. Zoom classes will
include exercise, tai chi, and others. For more information, or to reg-
ister, call the Senior Center at (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, the Franklin Wood Carving Club will meet on Thurs-
day, 6:30 p.m. in Franklin High School Wood Shop. They will continue
to meet on Thursdays. Participants are asked to comply with social
distancing and other endemic protocols. All members and prospective
members are cordially invited to attend. For more information, call
Contact D Lansont (828)369-2144.

Uptown Gallery on Main Street new hours are Monday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease
or dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for shar-
ing, education, and support through a telephone conference. Support
group participants and a support group facilitator connect each month
for one-hour confidential sessions. For more information, call
(800)272-3900.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. If interested stop by
for an application at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Grace Baptist Church 22nd Anniversary will be held on Sunday,
Feb. 14, 10:30 a.m. One Step Closer will be singing. Preacher Gary
Moore willl deliver the message. All are welcome to attend. The
church is located at 130 Setser Branch Rd.

First Alliance Church Sunday Services are held in-person and on
Facebook at 10:30 a.m., Sunday School for all ages is at 9:30 a.m.
The church is located in Franklin at 31 Promise Lane (off Womack
next door to Trimont Christian Academy). For more information, call
the church office at (828)369-7977.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through
its YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All Saints
Franklin." The in-person worship schedule is subject to change. To
learn more about attending in-person worship, contact us directly at
admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or by calling (828)524-4910.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church
is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Franklin First United Methodist Church Join them on Facebook at
Franklin First United Methodist Church either live at 9:30 a.m. on Sun-
days or later on recorded video while they are social distancing due
to COVID19. The church is located at 66 Harrison Avenue in down-
town Franklin; senior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more informa-
tion, call (828)524-3010 or visit www.firstumcfranklin.org

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m. with social distancing observed. Brian Lamb in the
pastor. The church is located at the intersection of Cheek Road and
Addington Bridge Road.

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the
Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service
Office.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary beginning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is observed and
safety measures are in place. Services are also streamed online on
the Prentiss Church of God Facebook page. The church is located at
59 Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-
3885.

Memorial United Methodist Church Anonymous Call-in Prayer
Line. If you need prayer, call (828)369-0707. Leave a message with
your prayer request, and the church will be happy to pray for you or
whoever you request prayers for. You may also leave a request for a
call back if you need one.

ANSWERS
FOR PG. 22
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Prentiss Church’s Christmas tree fundraiser benefits local school

Deena C. Bouknight — Contributing Writer

Prentiss Church Pastor Kevin Chapman has been overseeing
the Buy a Tree Change a Life Christmas tree fundraising pro-
gram in Macon County for the last few years. Around half of the
proceeds of the sales of Christmas trees support efforts locally
as well as in Cambodia, a country in which Chapman has
worked and supported as pastor and missionary. This month,
Chapman leaves Prentiss Church to pursue full-time ministry in
Southeast Asia and China from his new home base in San Jose,
Calif.

When Chapman, originally from Chattanooga, Tenn., began
pastoring Prentiss Church in 2015, he introduced the national
Buy a Tree Change a Life initiative, a 501(c)3 non-profit or-
ganization founded in 2012. Annually, a percentage of Christ-
mas tree sales has been used to purchase backpacks for
school-aged children in Macon County, while the remainder
has supported ongoing efforts in Cambodia such as building
projects, clothing, food, education, the needs of orphans and
more. Historically, Cambodia has struggled with poverty and

ongoing government oppression
since Cambodia was ravaged by the
Khmer Rouge regime under the lead-
ership of Pol Pot and 2 million people

lost their lives in the mid-1970s.
During the 2020 holidays, Buy a
Tree Change a Life in Macon County
raised almost $27,000. “Fifty percent
stays local and the other half goes to
Cambodian projects,” said Chapman.
“All the trees were sold, and several
people volunteered, including Randy
Stoudemire, who will continue Buy
a Tree Change a Life in my absence.”
Chapman said the project’s efforts
resulted in $10,000 being donated to
South Macon Elementary School for
the purchase of updated equipment
and a new playground for “excep-
tional children” attending

the school.

“We’ve been wanting to
refresh and rejuvenate the
EC self-contained play-

ground for a while,” said
Principal Allison Guynn.
“We are very blessed by
Prentiss Church, which
asked us if we had an area
we needed help with. We
typically have 45-50 chil-
dren who might need to use this special playground
.. aspace for them to play and run and use equipment
that is appropriate for them. They need to be excited
when they go outside and this new playground means
they will have something to look forward to.”
Two weeks ago, volunteers from Prentiss showed
up at South Macon Elementary School to install the
equipment and landscape the playground.

Prichardo.

On Sunday, Jan. 31, Prentiss Church of God pastor Kevin Chapman (R)
and Randy Stoudemire marked the symbolic presentation of a $10,000
check to South Macon Elementary School for the purchase of playground
equipment for special needs children. The playground was opened to the

children on Monday.
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VERY LOVING LAPDOG WANNABE.
ONE AND A HALF YEARS OLD, 30 LBS.
| NEUTERED MALE. HOUSEBROKEN,

HAS ALL SHOTS.
MACON CO. ANIMAL SERVICES 828.349.2106

Chapman, who has worked full time in church min-
istry for 25 years, said, “One of the highlights of living
in Macon County have been seeing the good-hearted
nature of this community. People are more than will-
ing to help other people when there are needs.”

On Monday, Feb. 8, EC children at South Macon Elementary were introduced to brand new
specially designed playground equipment, purchased due to a $10,000 donation from Pren-
tiss Church’s Christmas tree fundraiser Buy a Tree Change a Life. “This will be the high-
light of their day,” said Jeremy Chapman, who teaches special education with Phyllis
Castle at South Macon. Students are Staci Machburn, Ellie Messer, and Nicolas Perez-

From his base in California, Chapman will be “leading
church planting and teaching and preaching in areas where
churches are planted.” His new title will be missionary and
church planter. Chapman also leads an international virtual
church twice weekly that includes “hundreds of people from
13 nations translated in three languages.”

“Sharing the gospel across the world is what is most impor-
tant,” he said.

Chapman preached his last sermon at Prentiss Church on Jan.
31. He said Prentiss is actively interviewing for a new pastor,
and services will host guests and visiting pastors until a new
pastor is secured.

“I want to say “Thank you Macon County’ for making us,
me and my family, feel at home. We will be back,” he said.

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL
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*PLUS TAX
BEAMILY
AUTO CARE

NO CREDIT CARD FEES!


http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
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Fire scare at Wells Fargo Tuesday

Shortly after 1 p.m. on Tuesday, a crew with Franklin Fire and Rescue responded to a possible structure fire at Wells Fargo Bank
on Main Street. The call to dispatch reported smoke being visible from the roof of the building. Franklin Fire and Rescue Chief Ben
Ormond reported that crews arrived on scene and discovered a mechanical malfunction of the HVAC unit upstairs in the building.
The scene was secured shortly thereafter. Photo by Gwen Taylor

Habitat seeking volunteers for community projects

John Wert with Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County is issuing a call for volunteers. “Have you ever thought about vol-
unteering but really didn't know where to begin? Habitat for Humanity of Macon/Jackson County can make it easy for you to share
some of your skills or gain some experience learning new ones. There's nothing like working with your own two hands. Your
hands might inspire others and two become four, six and even more. That's how we build a volunteer community to help those in
need. Everyone has something to contribute. From carpentry to cleaning, marketing to moral support, computer skills, planning
and organizing or just plain common sense. The greatest gift you could ever give is your time. Any amount is good. Some great
times, lasting friendships and rewarding experiences are right here. What are you waiting for?” Wert concluded. For more infor-
mation on volunteer opportunities, call (828)369-3716 or (828)371-5442. Above, Franklin High School Future Farmers of America
helped Habitat construct a handicap accessible entry to the high school’s greenhouse. Wert said, “A special thanks going out to
Franklin’s FFA, for the wonderful workday. Great group to work with.”

EATING OUT  Your cue 7o arer oivie

ED. & SUM BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS Hourd.’
Mon - Thurs 11am - 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am - 9pm
Closed Sun

263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC
(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

Cetvery 828.369.9999

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.

KIDS' DAY -
KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

John Richarme (Rich) Bankston

John  Richarme  (Rich)
Bankston, went from his earthly
home to heaven on Feb. 7, 2021,
surrounded by his wife, Shelby,
and his cat, Willie B. at the age
of 88 years and 8 days.

He was born in Atlanta, Ga.,
on Jan. 30, 1933, to Alfred B.
Bankston Sr. and lone Cather-
ine Richarme Bankston, spend-
ing his childhood and youth in
then rural Ben Hill, Ga. He was
a member of Ben Hill
Methodist Church where he
served as a Steward. He was
president of the Greenbriar Ki-
wanis club of Atlanta and a member of Ben Hill Masonic
Lodge #674. After high school he began his 27-year career
with Southern Bell Telephone Company. He joined the Naval
Reserve and was called to active duty when the Korean War
began. Upon his discharge, he continued his career with
Southern Bell where he rose to the position of Group Man-
ager in Waycross, Ga. While in Waycross he served as presi-
dent of the Waycross Kiwanis Club and was a member of First
Methodist Church where he served as a Steward. He also
served on the Ware County Bi-Racial Committee while there.
After moving back to Atlanta he became a member of Mt.
Paran Church of God.

On an early visit to the mountains of North Georgia he was so
impressed he was determined to one day live in the mountains,
which he did after retiring from Southern Bell. He moved to
Franklin and began a second career as a Real Estate Broker and
worked into his 80s becoming a partner in the Prudential Real
Estate Firm. He was an active member in the Franklin Board of
REALTORS, and was past president of the Franklin Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. He served on the REACH board and was in-
strumental in helping to build the current REACH for Bargains
thrift store. He was a member of Franklin Preshyterian Church
where he served as an Elder and later became a member of Cor-
nerstone EPC where he continued to serve as an Elder. He was an
ardent supporter of Scottish Tartans Museum during its forma-
tive years. He served for several years as chairman of Macon
County Tax Equalization and Review Board. He had a lifelong
philosophy of giving back to the communities in which he lived
in appreciation for the benefits he received by living there.

He was an eclectic reader with a thirst for knowledge, choos-
ing subjects from Mark Twain to Henry David Thoreau. He was
a member of the Thoreau Society. One of his favorite activities
was hiking on the Appalachian Trail. He was a Life Member of
the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. He loved the Blue Ridge
Parkway, the Natchez Trace and Motor trips out west, taking the
road less traveled.

In addition to his parents, was preceded in death by a brother,
Alfred Burton Bankston Jr. and a sister, Vivian Rose Bankston.

He is survived by his wife of 36 years, Shelby Rogers
Bankston; his son, David Bankston (Belinda) of Beaufort, S.C.;
daughter, Vivian Bankston (Donnie Hampton) of Marietta, Ga.;
two granddaughters, Allyn and Laura; three great-grandsons; and
a special lifelong friend, Bill Lewis (Sherry) of Dahlonega, Ga.

A Memorial Service will be held Sunday, Feb. 14, at 2 p.m., in
the Chapel of Macon Funeral Home, open to friends and family,
but attendees are asked to wear a mask and practice social dis-
tance. Rev. Dr. Tommy Jordan and Rev. Dr. Randall Rogers will
officiate.

Visitation with the family will be held one hour prior to the
service.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

John R. Bankston
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Bernard Huggins

Bernard Huggins, 86, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away Friday, Feb. 5, 2021.

Born Feb. 1, 1935, in Macon County,
he was the son of the late Forrest Hug-
gins and Ruth Parrish Huggins. In ad-
dition to his parents, he was preceded
in death by his stepmother, Sadie Hug-
gins; two brothers, Henderson Huggins
and D.L. Huggins; sister, Annette Hug-
gins and grandson, Benjamin Hilliard.

He retired after 36 years from Nan-
tahala Lumber Co. where he worked as
yard foreman. He enjoyed spending his
time raising cattle and working on his

farm in the Burningtown community.
He was an avid coon hunter and a long-
time member of the Macon County Coon Hunters Association.

He seldom met a stranger, and if he did they usually parted as
friends. He will be remembered for his incredible generosity and
his willingness to help anyone in need. He was a man with a
strong faith in God who lived his faith through his actions more
than words. He faithfully attended Central Baptist Church for
more than 57 years

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Virginia Franklin Hug-
gins; daughter, Lisa Hilliard (Joe) of Franklin; granddaughter,
Michaela Brooks (Aaron) of Franklin; sister, Joyce Kinsland of
Franklin; sister-in-law Irene Huggins of Franklin; two nephews,
Joe Huggins & Darwin Huggins; and two nieces, Glynda Johnson
and Ann Ayers.

Funeral service was held Tuesday, Feb. 9, in the Chapel of Macon
Funeral Home. Rev. Don Moffitt, Rev. Jeremy Gibbs and Rev. Gary
McCoy officiated. Burial was in the Woodlawn Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Joe Huggins, Darwin Huggins, Stan Ayers,
Michael Johnson, Jeremy McConnell and Doug Welch.

Honorary pallbearers were Bud McClure, Jim Fouts, Mike
Fouts, Gerald Fouts, Frank Hunter, Joe Jenkins, Lou Brown, Ralph
Pitts, Wiley Hedden, Members of Central Baptist Church’s Broth-
erhood, and members of the Macon County Coon Hunters Asso-
ciation.

Memorial donations can be made to Central Baptist Church’s
Brotherhood Mission, and can be mailed to: 888 Dowdle Mtn.
Rd., Franklin, NC 28734.

Condolences may be made to the family at www.maconfuner-
alhome.com.

Bernard Huggins

Daniel Bruce Kierstead

Daniel Bruce Kierstead, 69, of
Franklin, N.C., died Sunday, Jan.
31, 2021.

Born in Clinton, Mass.; he was
the son of Marylou Ragsdale
Oudshoff and the late Bruce Kier-
stead. He was a civil engineer,
who helped design highways and
parking lots all over the United
States. He was a US Army vet-
eran. One of favorite hobbies
would often be reading one of his
favorite science fiction books.

In addition to his mother, he
has two daughters, three brothers,
one sister and six grandchildren
surviving.

No services are planned at this time.

Online condolences may be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Daniel Bruce Kierstead

Bonnie Jean Smith Honeycutt

Bonnie Jean Smith Honeycultt,
75, of Garland, N.C., passed away
Thursday, Feb. 4, 2021.

Born in Durham, N.C., she was
the daughter of the late Albert
Judson Smith Sr. and Bonnie Mae
Blackburn Smith. In addition to
her parents, she was preceded in
death by a brother, A.J. Smith Jr.

She retired from Eckerd Youth
Alternatives where she worked as
the office manager. She was a
member of Friendship Baptist
Church, Garland. She enjoyed
spending time with her grand-
daughters, sewing, cake making
and tending to her roses.

She is survived by a daughter, Angie Stahl (Chris) of Franklin;
sister, Mary Alean Kersey (Doug) of Garland; two brothers, John
F. Smith (Sandy) of Clinton, N.C., and George F. Smith (Ada) of
Garner, N.C.; and three granddaughters, Aliyah, Reilly and Olivia.

A private graveside service will be held at a later date at Friend-
ship Baptist Church Cemetery, Garland.

Memorial donations can be made to the St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 5501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Bonnie Jean Honeycutt

Hazel Barger Rickman

Hazel Barger Rickman, 81 of

Franklin, N.C., died on Monday,
Feb. 1, 2021.

Born in Clay County, Ken-
tucky, she was the daughter of the
late William Barger and lda Felt-
ner Green.

In addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by her first
husband, Elzie Couch and then
her second husband, William
Roger Rickman; and two daugh-
ters, Gracie Dean Jackson, and

Kathleen Couch Dills.

She was a member of Cowee
Baptist Church. She loved to quilt
and garden. She will be remembered for her contagious smile and
her love for her family.

She is survived by her children, Denver Couch (Janet) of Salem,
Ind., Geraldine Bowling (Ralph) of Sizerock, Ky., Bettie Sue
Couch of Franklin, and Stephanie Hamilton of Georgia; two broth-
ers, Charles Edward Feltner of Manchester, Ky., and Paul A. Felt-
ner of Oneida, Ky.; and one sister, Rosatta Gilbert of Oneida, Ky.;
14 grandchildren,; a host of great grandchildren; and numerous
nieces and nephews also survive.

Funeral services were at Wolfe and Sons Funeral Home in
Hyden, Ky. Burial was in the Haystack Cemetery in Panco,
Ky.Online condolences may be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Hazel Barger Rickman

Jake Adam Cloud

Jake Adam Cloud, 35, of
Franklin, N/C., passed away
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of Charles Lamar Cloud
and Sherri Queen Cloud. He
worked in construction; attended
Burningtown Church of God; en-
joyed fishing and was a NASCAR
and WWE fan.

In addition to his parents, he is
survived by his maternal grand-
mother, Barbara “Nana” Queen;
maternal great grandmother,
Frances Waldroop; two brothers,
Noah Cloud and Cadon Justice all
of Franklin.

A private memorial service and celebration of life will be held
at a later date.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Jake Adam Cloud

James Harold Norton Sr.

James Harold Norton Sr., 88, passed
from this life on Jan. 28, 2021. He was
born on Aug. 12, 1932, to Edward
Lafayette Norton and Minnie Bell
Bradley Norton

He was one of those people who
seemed to be able to fix whatever was
broken. He was an electronics whiz
who loved to read. Almost anything
written caught his attention, but tech-
nical manuals were his favorite read-
ing material.

He liked helping people. He was
known to treat friends and family as
his personal guests and excelled in  3ames Harold Norton Sr.
making everyone feel right at home.

Those who were fortunate enough to sit at a restaurant table with him
never paid because he always insisted on picking up the tab.

He was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, retiring from ITT Gilfillan
in 1984. His career was spent selling air traffic control radar systems
to United States military services. After retirement, he wanted a
hobby, and the sawmill he operated in Otto gave him a way to con-
nect with people in the community. That enterprise and being able to
spend time proving just how much he loved fishing kept him busy.

He was of the Methodist faith. He was honest and honorable in all
of his dealings, believing he should treat people the way he wanted
to be treated. He was a hard worker who lived by his motto, “What
my daddy gave me was his name and integrity.”

He is predeceased by his wife, Barbara Eulalah Norton; his daugh-
ter, Carol M. Norton; his brothers, Maurice Norton and Jasper Nor-
ton; his twin, Carol Norton; and his parents.

He is survived by his son, James Harold (Jim) Norton Jr.; his
grandchildren, Katelyn C. Norton and Jackson R. Norton; and his
wonderful companion, Bea Johnson.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.

Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuneral-
care.com.

Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road e Franklin, NC

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548
(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle ¢ Rabun Gap, GA 30568
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James ‘Jamie’ Shepherd

James “Jamie” Shepherd, 57 , of
Franklin, N.C., died on Tuesday, Feb. 2,
2021.

He was born on Nov. 20, 1963, in Win-
ston Salem, N.C. He was the son of
James Earlie Shepherd Sr. and the late
Mary Nell Lampley Shepherd. Spending
most of his life in Macon County, he
joined Cowee Baptist Church and became
very active with “Love In Action” at the
church. He worked as a fuel piper and
drove a school bus; it was here he would
often say he was watching after all his
kids. He enjoyed drag racing, paintball,

and all sports in general, especially while
coaching his children; but what he loved
most was spending time with his family.

He is survived by his father, James E. Shepherd of Franklin; his
longtime companion, Debra Foster; son, Kaleb Shepherd (Amy);
and his daughter, Kayla Shepherd, all of Franklin; two sisters, Di-
anne Brooks (Raymond) of Waynesville and Crystal Nix (Owen)
of Franklin: two brothers, Shane Shepherd of Canaan, N.H., and
Kent Shepherd (Betsy) of Franklin. He was so proud of his grand-
children, Kane and Kohen Shepherd, Case, Lane, Blakeleigh,
Adie, and Benton.

Funeral service was held Friday, Feb. 5, in the chapel at Macon
Funeral Home with Rev. Davis Hooper and Rev. Raymond Brooks
officiating. Burial was in the Tellico Baptist church cemetery.

Online condolences can be left at www.maconfuneralhome.com

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

James Shepherd

Viola Jenkins

Viola Jenkins, 91, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away Thursday, Feb.
4,2021. She was born July 16,
1929, in Macon County, to the late
James Charlie and Effie Ellen Mc-
Call. She was a homemaker and
life long member of Goldmine
Baptist Church, where she was a
former Sunday School teacher.
She loved flowers, working out-
side, and quilting. She was also a
caregiver and she loved animals.

She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Elaine Wilkes (Allen) and

Jane McSween both of Franklin;
grandchildren, Craig McSween
of Virginia and Brandon McSween (Desi) of New Mexico;
great-grandchildren, Alyssa McSween of Virginia, Savannah
McSween and Abigail McSween both of New Mexico; sisters,
Frances Zachary, Martha Crescenzi, and Mary Owens, all of
Franklin; brother, Lloyd McCall of Franklin; several nieces and
nephews also survive. In addition to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her loving husband, Adam Harold Jenkins,
and 11 siblings.

A private graveside service will be held at Mt. Moriah Ceme-
tery, with Rev. Carson Gibson officiating. Pallbearers will be
Neal Owens, Randy McCall, Dickie McCall, Ryan Collins,
Bradley Collins and Wesley Mashburn.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Mt. Moriah Ceme-
tery, 27 Pine Cone Dr, Franklin, NC 28734

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the
Jenkins family.

Online condolences may be made at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Viola Jenkins

Mae Marlene Batson Osborne

Some people enjoy life to the
fullest, and Mae Marlene Batson
Osborne, 88, who passed on Feb.
3, 2021, was one of them. She
lived an interesting life and de-
lighted in many different experi-
ences.

Born on July 18, 1932, she was
not one to sit and watch life go
by. She wanted to be in the middle
of it and stayed active, enjoying
hiking and snorkeling. She could
always find an adventure whether
it be in the mountains or at the

beach. One extra memorable ex-
perience was when Mae and her
husband, Dick, visited Europe. Traveling on the Autobahn with
Dick as her chauffeur was very exciting as they drove on the world
famous road with no speed limits and a suggested minimum speed
of 80 mph.

However, she also enjoyed being a homebody. She was cre-
ative and had many skills. She was a doll maker and a seamstress
along with being able to knit beautiful pieces. She took pleasure
in cooking, preparing delicious meals for family and friends. She
was just a solid lady who was a wonderful friend to many as well
as a caring and devoted wife, mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother.

She loved the written word. She preferred nonfiction, but she
was also a fan of Pat Conroy and John Grisham. Not only did she
enjoy reading, she also wrote several short stories about her fam-
ily and was the author of a novel.

Fellow members of Walnut Creek Baptist Church were like fam-
ily to Mae. Her church was very important to her; and, if the serv-
ice contained her favorite hymn, “The Old Rugged Cross,” she felt
extra blessed.

Left with many wonderful memories are her husband, Richard
“Dick” William Osborne; her children, Curtis C. Davis (Jan), Janet
M. Patterson (David), Charles C. Davis (Francisca), Heather A.
Gordon (Terry), and Ozzie Osborne (Suzy); 11 grandchildren; 14
great grandchildren; two nieces; a sister-in-law, Byna; and a num-
ber of great friends. She was predeceased by her parents, Curtis
Franklin Batson and Hassie Jewel Durham Hughes and her
brother, Curtis “Buddy” Batson.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.

Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-
alcare.com.

Mae Marlene Osborne

Michael ‘Mike’ T. Suttles

Michael “Mike” T. Suttles, 70,
passed away Jan. 31, 2021. His
battle against serious medical is-
sues showed his courage for con-
tinually facing life’s challenges
with a smile. He was born March
41950, in Kansas City, Mo., how-
ever, was raised in Franklin, N.C.,
and called Franklin his home until
his passing.

He was a dedicated father who
instilled a strong work ethic and
sense of family into his surviving

sons. He was the hardest working

and most generous man known to
all his family and friends. He
never met a challenge he could not complete. He was and still is
loved by all.

He is survived by his two sons, Chris and Cary and their fami-
lies, which include a total of four grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family would request to have monetary
donations sent to the Macon County Horse Association.
(https://mcha.webs.com/contactus.htm)

Funeral services were held Tuesday, Feb. 9, at Pine Grove Bap-
tist Church.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.

Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-
alcare.com.

Michael T. Suttles

John H. Weber

John H. Weber, 89, of Franklin,
N.C., passed away Saturday, Feb. 6,
2021.

Born in Dayton, Ohio, he was the
son of the late Harry and Naomi
Weber. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his wife of
56 years, Virginia Weber; two broth-
ers, Bob and Hollis and two sisters,
Gale Cathy Richardson and Joan
Weber.

He was a U.S. Army veteran of the
Korean Conflict and a lifetime mem-
ber of the American Legion. He en-
joyed gardening, canning,
refinishing furniture, music, dancing
and bowling. He cherished his wife, family, church and church
family. He had a generous and caring heart.

He is survived by his niece, Kathy Snyder of Franklin; a grand-
daughter, Ashley Weber and many nieces and nephews.

Burial will be in the Casstown Cemetery, Casstown, Ohio.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

John H. Weber

William David Brown

William David Brown, 71, of Franklin, N.C., passed away Fri-
day, Feb. 5,2021.

Born in Washington, Ga., he was the son of the late William
Elmer Brown and Dulce McKinnon Brown. In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death by two sisters, Patricia Funckhouser
and Becky Dixon. He was a U.S. Navy veteran and a member of
Black Mountain Baptist Church. He enjoyed woodworking, was
a ham radio enthusiast and loved spending time with his grand-
children. He was a lifelong minister of the gospel.

He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Mary Ann Darracott
Brown; daughter, Alicia Price (David); one sister, Cliffy Ware
(Gwen) of Evans, Ga.; grandchildren, Austin Price (Andee), Dil-
lon Price and Seth Price and two great grandchildren, Ava Price
and Aliviah Price.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

Memorial donations can be made The Gideons International,
P.O. Box 97251, Washington, DC 20090-7251.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Condolences can be made to the family at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

honk

from the bottom of our
hearts for all the hard work,

aw

the donations, the calls and
notes, but most of all, thank
you for all of the prayers.

We sincerely thank you,
The Cody Brabson Families
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NASCAR NEwS

Kyle Busch wins the Busch
Clash at Daytona in wild finish

Holly Cain — NASCAR Wire Service

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Two-time NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion Kyle Busch may carry the nickname
“Rowdy” but it was a couple of his competitors acting that
way that allowed him to move into the lead out of the final
turn and earn his second career Busch Clash victory Tuesday
night.

Busch’s No. 18 Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota led only the
length of a football field en route to the checkered flag — the
only time he was out front all night at the exciting 14-turn
Daytona International Speedway Road Course. But it was
enough — earning the former champion his first victory with
new crew chief, Ben Beshore in the annual non-points exhi-
bition that kicks off Daytona Speedweeks.

Race runner-up Chase Elliott had been fighting with then-
race leader Ryan Blaney for the lead as the cars went into
the final sequence of turns — called the bus stop. They col-
lided. Blaney’s pole-sitting No. 12 Ford hit the wall. Elliott
was able to recover enough to head to the finish line but
Busch had already gotten around them both to take a .765-
second victory.

Joey Logano, Tyler Reddick and William
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Byron rounded out the top five. Denny Hamlin,
who led a race best 21 of the 35 laps, finished
sixth, unable to make his way back to the front
after a late race pit stop. Alex Bowman, Erik
Jones, Ricky Stenhouse Jr. and Matt
DiBenedetto rounded out the top 10.

“I kinda felt like there was an interesting op-
portunity that was developing there," Busch said
of the Blaney-Elliott situation, adding “When
that started happening I was hoping they would
wreck long enough I could get up there and get
by them and win the thing. It’s never over until
it’s over in these kind of things."

Both Elliott, who won the last four NASCAR
Cup Series road course events, and Blaney spoke
about “going for the win” on that final series of
turns. They are close friends off track and said
that won’t change despite the competitive run for
Tuesday’s trophy.

They had a conversation on pit road after

Kyle Busch, driver of the #18 M&M'’s Toyota, cele-
brates in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR
Cup Series Busch Clash at Daytona at Daytona In-
ternational Speedway on Feb. 9, 2021 in Daytona
Beach, Fla. Photo by Chris Graythen/Getty Images

as Tuesday night’s Busch Clash (7 p.m. ET on
FS1, MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR Radio).

All told, seven of the 36 points races in 2021
will take place on road courses, but Elliott’s out-
look might come as a surprise.

“There’s not been one part of me that watched
the schedule change, saw seven road courses
and thought, ‘Yeah, we’ve got it now,”” Elliott
said. “That’s just not how I am. The schedule is
what it is. I don’t enjoy having any more or less
road courses. [ really don’t care where we go. At
the end of the day, you have to be good every-
where, and I want to be good everywhere.

climbing out of their cars and then came to the
infield media center at the same time as well for post-race in-
terviews.

Blaney said he was surprised Elliott was able to even
make the race as close as it was, considering Blaney’s Ford
had fresher tires.

“I hate it happened too, it didn’t work out for either of us,"
said Blaney, who started from the pole position and ulti-
mately ended up 13th. “We were just racing hard and I had
a little bit fresher tires there. We saved a set [of tires] and
got back to second there. His car was really good, I had to
use up a lot to get to him. I tried to protect and drove into that
last corner really deep to make sure I didn’t get dive-bombed
like that. But we just came together."

“Of course he didn’t mean to wreck me, but I ended up
wrecked," Blaney said later, in the post-race media confer-
ence. “I told him if you’re going to make a move like that,
at least win the race."

Elliott, the reigning NASCAR Cup Series champion, was
apologetic for the hard contact — especially because it cost
them both a victory. But he said he would do it again to win
arace.

“Neither one of us won, that’s the big one," Elliott said. “I
was close enough to drive it in there. I feel like I’d be mad
at myself for not at least trying. Obviously, I don’t mean to
wreck anybody, especially him — some guys I wouldn’t

mind, but he’s not one of them. Hopefully he’s not too mad
at me. I feel like you have to go for it in an event like this.

“I can’t be sorry about going for the win, but certainly did-
n’t mean to wreck him."

Daytona Virtual Media Days Notebook

For Chase Elliott, the best title defense is a good offense

Chase Elliott may be the defending champion in the
NASCAR Cup Series, but protecting his status isn’t re-
motely close to his focal point entering the 2021 season.

“There is no defending,” Elliott said on Monday during a
video conference with reporters. “We need to be on offense.
We need to keep pushing. I think if you’re back on your
heels and trying to protect something, I don’t think your
mind is in the right place.

“We want more. We’re not trying to play defense. We just
simply want more. That needs to be our outlook and keep it
as simple as that.”

You might think Elliott would consider the addition of
four road course races to the schedule a major advantage.
After all, five of his 11 career victories have come on road
courses. Elliott has won the last four NASCAR road races,
including the Cup Series’ maiden voyage last year on the
Daytona International Speedway Road Course, which will
host the second points race of the season on Feb. 21 as well

“We as a team want to get to the point where
we can win on any given week—road course, circle track,
intermediate, dirt...whatever it is, we want to be able to win
at any time. The great teams and the great drivers are capa-
ble of doing that, and I think we are capable doing that. So
that’s where my head’s at—trying to be good everywhere.”

No looking back for Kevin Harvick

Kevin Harvick topped the NASCAR Cup Series with a ca-
reer-best nine victories last year. With that total, the driver of
the No. 4 Stewart-Haas Racing Ford vaulted past Kyle Busch
as the active leader in Cup wins with 58.

Despite winning the regular-season title, however, Har-
vick failed to make the Championship 4 for only the second
time since the introduction of the current elimination Playoff
format in 2014. As the 2021 season approaches, Harvick
won’t be thinking about what went wrong last year.

“I think, as the season ended and we got about a week
through it, I was done and over with it and had a lot to do
moving forward,” Harvick said. “In this business, you just
don’t have time to dwell on it. If you’re going to continue to
be good at what you do, you have to be able to put your mind
back to work and take the things that went wrong and make
them better—re-focus, and you have to use those things as
motivation in order to make those particular things better.

“I feel like I’'m wasting my breath talking about everything
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that happened last year, because we’ve talked about what
went wrong, and I’ve moved on and tried to be ready for
this particular season... They (Harvick’s team members)
know that I'll get pretty frustrated if they want to sit and
dwell on what happened last year when we’re already into
just over a week away from the Daytona 500. They better
have moved on. If they haven’t, they don’t talk to me about
it.”

Hendrick Motorsports closing in on record for

most cup victories

Petty Enterprises set the standard for victories in the
NASCAR Cup Series, but Hendrick Motorsports is closing
fast.

In 1949, Lee Petty gave his family-founded organization
its first win, at Heidelberg Raceway in Pittsburgh. Fifty
years later, John Andretti claimed the last victory—and
268th—for Petty Enterprises at Martinsville Speedway.

The Randleman, N.C .-based team ceased operations after
the 2008 season, as seven-time Cup champion Richard
Petty took on partners in what is now Richard Petty Mo-
torsports, whose five wins don’t count in the Petty Enter-
prises total.

Chase Elliott won five races for Hendrick on the way to
the series championship last year, and Alex Bowman and
William Byron added one victory each to bring the HMS
total to 263. Even if Hendrick surpasses the Petty Enter-
prises total, team owner Rick Hendrick acknowledges that
there will only be one “King”.

“The Petty organization will always be kind of the back-
bone of the sport,” Hendrick said. “Richard will always be
the King. We may end up with more wins than they did, but
what they’ve done for the sport—you know, Richard has
been with Presidents. He is the kind of person that when
you mention his name, it helps our whole sport.

“So I'm a little humble to think that ‘Hey, I'm going to
maybe one day pass his record of wins. I would love to, but
I don’t know if I'll ever contribute as much to the sport as
Richard Petty and the Petty organization have.”

Martin Truex Jr. hopes new spotter will help him end

superspeedway drought

Before 2019, NASCAR'’s short tracks were pitching a
shutout against 2017 NASCAR Cup Series champion Mar-
tin Truex Jr.

That changed dramatically when Truex won the April 13,
2019 event at Richmond Raceway. The driver of the No. 19
Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota completed the Richmond sweep
in September before winning for the first time at Mar-
tinsville in late October.

In June of 2020, during last year’s pandemic-interrupted
season, Truex won a second straight race at the .526-mile
Virginia speedway, giving him four short-track victories

over a 14-month period. There remains, however, one glar-
ing hole in Truex’s resume —something he hopes to correct
this year.

Truex has never won a superspeedway race. To try to
erase that deficiency at Daytona and Talladega, he has
changed spotters this year, from Clayton Hughes to Drew
Herring, who has NASCAR Xfinity Series driving experi-
ence with JGR (and a best finish of fourth at Kentucky
Speedway in 2012).

“I’ve got a list of things I’ve been working on,” Truex
said. “I brought in a change in spotter this year to try to be
better at speedways, which is now... you look at the 550
(horsepower) package, basically speedway racing on
restarts for a few laps.

“Things like that, we’ve been working on to get better at.
It’s everything. It takes all of that to win these races. They
are very difficult to win. We look at every avenue.”

NOAH GRAGSON GETS GREEN LIGHT TO RACE
IN CUP SERIES DEBUT

Now retired from NASCAR racing, Brendan Gaughan
has handed off his superspeedway driving duties to a fel-
low Las Vegas resident.

When the No. 62 Beard Motorsports Chevrolet takes to
the track this week, Noah Gragson will be behind the wheel,
preparing for his NASCAR Cup Series debut in Sunday’s
Daytona 500 (2:30 p.m. ET on FOX, MRN and SiriusXM
NASCAR Radio). The first Cup start for the full-time JR
Motorsports Xfinity Series driver comes in the aftermath of
the death of team owner Mark Beard Sr. on Jan. 31.

The original plan was for Gragson to race conservatively
until the end of the Great American Race, but that changed
recently.

“It started off as, “You need to go ride and take your time
and just be there at the end,” but now it’s transitioned into
Mrs. (Linda) Beard giving me the thumbs up to go,” Grag-
son said. “She told me to ‘drive the piss out of it.” Those
were her exact words. I’'m excited, because I feel like that’s
more of my driving style.

“It’s definitely going to be a new challenge, a new op-
portunity. There’s going to be adversity, but I know the car
will be strong and, hopefully, I’ll be able to adapt sooner
rather than later with the package for the Cup car being so
much different from the Xfinity car. I’'m confident in my
ability at superspeedway racing. In fact, I’m a lot more con-
fident than I was at this time last year.

“I’ve been able to run up front at these superspeedway
races, lead laps at pretty much all of them, win stages, and
I won the race at Daytona last year in the Xfinity Series. It’s
going be a great opportunity. I’ve been dreaming of it my
whole, entire life to make a Cup start, and now I have that
opportunity, and it’s all thanks to the Beard family and
Brendan and all the partners involved.”

828-524-8080

121 Phillips Street
Franklin, NC

[N

NOW IN OUR 34™ YEAR - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDREN'S CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES
(828)369-9600

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm , Sat. 10am-3pm
107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast
THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

55°/43° 54°/36° 48°/24° 41°/19° 47°/25°

25% OFF Full Service
ATV’s 8 UTV’s

Expires 2/21/21. Includes labor & parts.

www.franklinpolaris.com

113 BOWLING LANE, FRANKLIN, NC  SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR ADDITIONAL SAVINGS!
e g

DUVALL OF
FRANKLIN

(828) 349-4300

www.duvallautos.com


https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinPowerSports/
https://www.facebook.com/dlbodyshop/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE answers oNPG. 15
“our .. STATEPOINT
Complete CROSSWORD
Tree Removal
THEME:

Stt.lml:'v U.S. PRESIDENTS

~ Grinding ACROSS
Firewood 1. Newton's first name
Delivery/Mulch 6. Part of smog

‘ Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
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SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

9. Hissy fit

13. Human trunk

14. Form of "to be"

15. lllegal booze

16. Editorial changes

17. Crematorium jar

18. #56 Down, alt. sp.
19. *One of six Presidents
named James

21. *First President previ-
ously divorced

23. Civil War's Johnny
24. Manage without help
25. Military procedures
28. Cone-shaped quar-
ters

30. MLB bench

35. Cowboy's necktie

37. Awhole lot

39. *Whig, e.g.

40. Resembling wings
41. Nightly necessity

43. Experience emotion
44. Large ray

46. Glacier's deposit

47. "Watch out!" on a golf
course

48. Traditional sock pat-
tern

50. Reduced Instruction
Set Computer

52. Knight's title

53. Bypass

55. Foot digit

57. *President Chester

60. *He signed legislation
to create Medicare

64. Fauna, Merryweather
and ____, fairy godmoth-
ers

65. Expert

67. Convex molding

68. Bumpkins

69. Café alternative

70. Car ways

71. Trans-Siberian Railroad
city

72. Piercing part

73. Slightly drunk

DOWN

1. Any thing

2. *Trump had button on
desk to order his favorite
one

3. Desertlike

4. Up and about

5. Coddle

6. Half-man, half-goat

7. Legendary NHLer

8. Tragedy, or comedy, or
satire

9. Cheap form of payment?
10. Before Scotia

11. Clickable picture

12. Olden day "your"

15. Be in charge, two words
20. Newspaper notices

22. What all of #70 Across
do

24. Painting or poetry

25. *He beat McCain and
Romney

26. Kind of cap

27. Colloquialisms

29. *First "dark horse"

31. Gamecock's spur

32. Dessert sandwiches
33. Wombs

34. *#29 Down predecessor
36. Creative

38. 18-wheeler

42. Green pasta sauce

45, Big Island greetings
49, Australian flightless bird
51. Group of people, often in
research

54. Extremely angry

56. Concluding stanza in
poetry

57.*G. W. Bush to Yale, e.g.
58. Schneider and Lowe,
e.g.

59. Major bike maker

60. Audience's rejection

61. Sold in bars

62. Auto pioneer

63. Like a busybody

64. Back, to a pendulum
66. Latin dance three-step
move, once


https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
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Services [l Help Wanted Real Estate

PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing, Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.

CNA TRAINED Caregiver, In Home
Aid, Run Errands, Dr. Appointments,
Grocery Store/Pharmacy. References.
Over 15 Years Experience. (828)342-
3750.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat. Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping LLC.
Landscaping Projects, Cleanup, An-
nual Color, Mulch, Pine Straw, Aer-
ating, Fertilizing, Hardscapes, Steps,
Retaining Walls, Grading, Gravel,
Design, Grounds Maintenance and
Much More! Licensed & Insured,
Free Estimates (828)524-6959.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service, 867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

STALLSWORTH PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, Pressure Washing,
Handyman, 35 Years Experience.
(239)860-0117.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home Re-
pairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Home (828)349-9087, Cell (828)371-
9754.

DAVID CHEEK'S WELL PUMPS
Sales Service & Installation of Pumps
and Iron Removal Systems. For All
Your Water Needs.(828)369-5176.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems, Retaining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez. (828)524-
8650, (828)347-6793 Excellent Refer-
ences.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind. 40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able. (828)332-7247.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.

GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal
Services. 18 years and older. Call
Debbie (941)266-7084.

HAMPTON INN FRANKLIN Front
Desk Person Fri thru Sunday 8am-
4pm $9.45 Personable & Reliable,
Housekeepers full and part-time
$9.25. Applications at front desk. 244
Cunningham Rd., No phone calls.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
needing CNA'’s, special opportuni-
ties are available with this position.
Call Donna for more information, it
will be worth the call. (828)524-
6444.

PART-TIME METAL FABRICATOR
needed. Good working with your
hands? Part-time help needed in fab-
ricating metal structure of reactive
plastic injection molding system.
Good on the job training. Call Jesse
(828)349-4043

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS of
Western North Carolina, a nonprofit
mentoring organization, is searching
for a part-time (20 hours a week) Pro-
gram Coordinator of its Swain County
branch. Under the supervision of the
Executive and Assistant Director, the
Program Coordinator proactively per-
forms the leadership role in the pro-
gram team approach in the areas of
enroliment and matching. Qualifica-
tions include a Bachelor’s Degree in
social work or related human services
field. Experience in related field is de-
sired, but not required. Ability to travel
within service area and to work flexi-
ble hours, including weekends, is re-
quired. To learn more, including job
responsibilities and how to apply, visit
https://www.bbbswnc.org/job-open-
ings/.

CHILDREN’S DISCOVERY Center
Looking to hire full-time Teacher. Must
have North Carolina Credentials or
willing to work towards certification.
Call (828)369-7021.

HIGHLANDS COVE is Looking for a
Part-time/Full-time Security
Guard/Gate Attendant. Third Shift.
Call (828)526-9026 to schedule on
appointment.

Community Fundraisers

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

4-H PLANT SALE Macon County 4-
H. Orders will be taken through Thurs-
day, March 12. Apple Trees, Cherry
Trees, Pear Trees, Plum Trees, Black-
berry, Blueberry, Raspberry, Elder-
berry and  Strawberry  plants
(828)349-2046.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-
4pm.

FIXER UPPER BY OWNER 3BD/2BA
doublewide manufactured home on
.61-acre lot. Owner Financing. Great
potential for handy homeowner. Drive
by at 1337 Hidden Hills Road, Franklin
then call or text your email address for
details. $55,000. (828)346-1200.

Commercial Rentals

OFFICE SPACE High Speed Internet,
Convenient In-town Location. Ample
Parking, Waiting Area/Bathroom.
$275/monthly. Plus  Utilities. Call
(828)421-7013.

1 BEDROOM 1 BATH 12 miles off
28N, On Little Tennessee, Must Have
Mowing Equipment. $500/monthly,
$250/Deposit (828)524-6200 Call after
10:30 a.m.

NOTICE OF ASSERTION of Lein
Carolina Junction, Inc., 113 Bowling
Lane, Franklin NC 28734 has pos-
sessory lien on all of the goods
stored in the units listed below. All
of these items of personal property
are being disposed of pursuant to
the assertion of lien for non-pay-
ment of rent at the self storage fa-
cility as provided by Article 4,
Chapter 44A-43 of the North Car-
olina General Statutes. Drew Hurst,
H3-25

SUBSCRIBE!

12 Months - $29.00
6 Months - $16.20
3 Months - $11.90

(includes tax)

The Macon County

ws

& Shopping Guide

828.369.6767

26 W. Main Street

Franklin, NC 28734
maconcountynews@gmail.com

Misc. For. Sale

COLLECTION OF VINTAGE Childrens
Books by Dr. Suess, Disney, Golden
Books, Beginners Readers, Late ‘60s
thru ‘70s, 118 Books Total. Collection
of Children’s Board Games, Late ‘70s
thru ‘80s, 24 Total. Vintage Canon T50
Camera for Sale, Like New Condition,
Program Automatic, Automatic Film
Transport, 55mm Auto Zoom 1:80-200,
Jagar 2x Teleconverter C/FD, Dejar
Flash, Cannon Lens F/D 50mm 1:18,
Carrying Case. Call (828)524-3637
Home, (828)216-2121 Cell.

MILITARY SURPLUS wiIC
Pants/Shirts, Jackets. Military Boots
On Sale. Cold Weather Clothing,
Field Gear, Sleep Bags, Packs,
Bags. (828)349-3140.

FARMERS MARKET Winter Season
10-12, every Saturday. Please Come
Out and Support Your Local Farmers
Market. Winter Vegetables, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads, Pastries,
Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps, Eggs,
Large Assortment of Cookies. 200 Block
East Palmer.

Motor Vehicles

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.

PERSIAN
KITTENS

BORN on January 3.

Shaded Silver,
Male/Female
$90.

CALL
(828)524-0261.

SQUID’S

Small Engine
Repair & Sales

Pick Up & Delivery Available.

828-342-5135

867 HIGHLANDS RD. e« FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

TONNEAU COVERS

Roll Up « Tri-Fold
Hard Folding « Clam Shell

Top
Name
Brands!

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!
828-349-4500

9957 Georgia Rd.

In Otto Since 998! Otto, NC

...I1s looking for a few good folks
to join our dynamic team!

We have openings for
3-11 RN Supervisor,
Licensed Nurses, CNAS,
Housekeeper,
Dietary Manager
and Dietary Cook / Aides.

New pay structure offered
along with a SIGN ON BONUS
for Licensed Nurses and CNAs.
Come check us out.

3195 0ld Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC



https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/

—— PRE-OWNED VEHICLES ——

CARS

YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES
1997 Chevrolet Camaro 16,606
2016 Chevrolet Camaro 29,780
1972 CHEVROLET CORVETTE 91,171
2019 Chevrolet Cruze 14,078
2018 Chevrolet Impala 8,465
2018 Chevrolet Malibu 41,816
1930 FORD MODELA 78,269
2002 Honda Accord 217,842
2019 Hyundai Elantra 36,506
2019 Jaguar XE 22,558
2020 Nissan Altima 38,911
2015 Mercedes-Benz GLA 45 AMG 36,859
2019 Toyota Corolla 27,529
2015 Nissan Altima 41,616
YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 26,234
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 21,036
2018 Chevrolet Equinox 48,398
2016 Chevrolet Equinox 107,191
2016 Chevrolet Suburban 112,779
2016 Chevrolet Suburban 51,478
2015 Chevrolet Traverse 101,068
2017 Chevrolet Traverse 91,874
2018 Chevrolet Traverse 17,683
2017 Chevrolet Traverse 37,692
2015 Chevrolet Trax 135,060
2019 Ford Edge 45,478
2018 Ford Explorer 49,476
2013 Ford Explorer 135,416
2012 Ford Explorer 104,587
2014 GMC Terrain 82,762
2019 GMC Yukon XL 37,969
2020 GMC Yukon XL 25,411
2019 Jeep Cherokee 9,020
2019 Jeep Cherokee 38,039
2004 Jeep Liberty 130,097
2016 Jeep Renegade 85,600
2019 Jeep Wrangler 6,867
2018 Jeep Wrangler JK 47,132
2017 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited 88,737
2018 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited 52,471
2016 Kia Sorento 73,230
2019 Kia Sorento 21,976
2016 Land Rover Range Rover Sport 55,302
2016 Lexus GX 460 81,717
2017 Lexus GX 460 39,179
2018 Mitsubishi Outlander 49,318
2019 Nissan Rogue 39,871
2017 Nissan Rogue 86,430
2018 Volkswagen Tiguan 19,002
YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES
2020 Chevrolet Colorado 4,769
2018 Chevrolet Colorado 40,758
2018 Chevrolet Colorado 13,389
2019 Chevrolet Colorado 3,987
2019 Chevrolet Colorado 6,928
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 11,584
2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 41,705
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 37,41
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 9,141
2020 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 6,147
2013 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 201,568
2012 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 103,128
2020 Ford F-150 23,354
2016 Ford F-150 73,912
2018 Ford F-150 27,491
2018 Ford F-150 25,711
2014 Ford F-150 130,556
2017 Ford F-150 45,495
2016 Ford F-250 190,904
2019 Ford Ranger 2,749
2013 GMC Sierra 1500 108,664
2019 Nissan Frontier 39,039
2019 Nissan Frontier 38,612
2020 RAM 1500 25,556

2020 RAM 1500 Classic 18,621

YOUR N ——
HOMETOWN DEALER

YEAR MAKE MODEL MILES
2004 HARLEY DAVIDSON  ROAD KING 9,778
2019 KAUFMAN TRAILER

71 CAT CREEK RD., FRANKLIN, NC 28734 - HWY. 441 » 828.524.0734 « WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM e PO e



https://www.WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

