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Children line up on the tailgate of the old truck on the square in downtown Franklin during Winter Wonderland last Saturday for the
perfect photo opportunity. With all the decorations, open stores and placing of the Nativity in courthouse plaza, there was plenty of

Christmas spirit to go around. For more photos, see page 12.

Photo by Betsey Gooder

Town considers amendments to parade ordinance

Brittney Lofthouse — Contributing Writer

At Monday night’s meeting of the Franklin Town Council,
members considered amendments to a current ordinance that
would clearly define the town’s procedure for permitting pa-
rades and demonstrations during Monday night’s meeting.

John Henning Jr., attorney for the Town of Franklin, pre-
sented the board with a draft ordinance Monday night that
details the specifics of who and how permits for parades and
demonstrations are handled by town employees.

“The demonstrations and political events of this year led
to us reviewing the current ordinance,” said Henning. “There
were a couple of provisions that needed to be revised to keep
up with some more recent federal cases - things such as the
need to allow spontaneous demonstrations without a permit;
not requiring one for groups that stay in the sidewalks with-
out blocking them and that obey traffic laws. Police Chief

Bill Harrell was already aware of these legal requirements
and none of the matters that arose this summer and fall were
affected by these issues, so we’re really just trying to make
sure we have a cleaned-up ordinance.”

While the First Amendment of the United States Consti-
tution protects free speech activities, the United States
Supreme Court has consistently ruled that municipalities like
Franklin may regulate First Amendment-protected activities
through reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions.

Amendments to the town of Franklin’s Parades and
Demonstrations ordinance include:

Changing the definition of group demonstration from:
”Any assembly together or concert of action between or
among two or more persons” to “A public display of senti-
ment for or against a person or cause including protesting

See VOTER ID page 5
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Virtual Academy changing at FHS

Diane Peltz — Contributing Writer

Franklin High School (FHS) is planning on
changing the way virtual academy is delivered
to students. Starting in January a new online
platform will be offered to students who still
wish to remain in the virtual classes. The ob-
jective is to put FHS in a position to transition
to more days of face-to-face instruction if that
option becomes available to them by the Gov-
ernor. Under this plan, virtual learning may not
be a good fit for every student. Students and
parents should weigh the information regard-
ing this new platform, against their reasons for
choosing virtual instruction.

Among the changes is that elective offerings
will be limited to business courses. The pro-
gram will be self-paced and each course will be
constructed in a complete form so that it can be
assessed as a whole with no ending date. It will
continue from start to finish. Students enrolled
in the program will need to be highly motivated
and eager to complete assignments. There will
not be a report card, but rather a progress report
that will show parents more than a report card
would. It will include the percentage of the
course that is finished and the numerical grade.
Standard and honors level classes will be avail-
able to all students. Seniors will have the op-
portunity to enroll in Advanced Placement
courses through Southwestern Community
College or the North Carolina Virtual Public
School Program (NCVPS). Foreign language
credit for virtual students will also be earned
through NCVPS and will be reserved for sen-
iors in need of meeting college admission re-
quirements. Grades will be recorded on the

high school transcript and will contribute to the
GPA (grade point average) calculation.

The purpose of this change is to offer a more
consistent approach to learning and to improve
each semester for the students. The new plat-
form is a licensed, and highly qualified cur-
riculum product. Instructional videos, practice
activities and assessments are included along
with a highly qualified facilitator available for
support. Google Meets will no longer be nec-
essary. Should students be allowed to return to
a five day a week agenda, it would be nearly
impossible for teachers to teach in person and
virtual. FHS has secured a plan to alternate co-
horts for on campus attendance on Fridays, be-
ginning in January.

"We are excited to increase face to face in-
struction and make the most of opportunities
for engagement,” said FHS Assistant Principal
Pam Roper. “We have committed to this struc-
ture for our virtual program for next semester
only. We are confident that no student will be in
jeopardy of not meeting graduation require-
ments due to lack of course offerings.”

The decision to choose 100% virtual in-
struction may be made at any time during or
before the spring semester. However, the deci-
sion to return to blended or face-to-face in-
struction will not be possible during that
semester. If virtual instruction is chosen,
changes will be made to the student schedules
as needed. Virtual students may participate in
club and athletic opportunities, but outside of
school hours only. Students will be responsible
for their own internet connectivity, using avail-
able hotspots when necessary. Jet packs will be
available to FHS students as supplies dictate.

PARADE ORDINANCE  coersicnie

among two or more persons.”

The proposed changes also add social
events and festivals to the types of events
regulated under the Parade and Demonstra-
tion ordinance. The change will add outdoor
concerts, fairs, community event, or similar
event that is primarily commercial and/or
recreational in nature to the existing ordi-
nance.

Amendments also clarify that permits will
be required for activities that obstruct or
block any street, sidewalk, alley, or other
public place within the town, as well as for a
parade, picket line, or group demonstration.

The proposed amendments clarifies con-
sequences of violating the ordinance as well
by proposing that, “Participation in illegal
parade, picket line, or group demonstration
is unlawful.”

can be denied for/if:

* A permit has already been issued for the
same time and place.

* Abuse of the permitting process, such as
providing false information in an applica-
tion.

 If the applicants proposed activities
would be unlawful, endanger the health and
safety of surrounding persons, significantly
inhibit pedestrians and vehicular traffic, or
deprive the municipality of critical services
that could not be supplied through other
means.

Members of the Town Council did not
vote on the proposed amendment Monday
night, but took the amendments under ad-
visement and will discuss the issue further
during the January board meeting.

As Henning noted
that the proposed
changes specifically
state that if the event is
spontaneous due to un-
foreseeable and imme-
diate events, a permit
is not required.

The proposed
amendment also
changes the notice the
town would need for
such events from 24
hours to 48 hours no-
tice.

Permits left to the
discretion of the Chief
of Police of the town
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AG settles with DISH for $210M
over illegal telemarking calls

Attorney General Josh Stein reached a $210 million set-
tlement with Dish Network for engaging in illegal nation-
wide telemarking in violation of do-not-call laws. North
Carolina will receive $13,986,000, the largest penalty ever
obtained in the state over do-not-call violations. Most of the
funds will go to North Carolina’s public schools.

“Companies cannot use aggressive tactics to take people’s
hard-earned money,” said Attorney General Josh Stein.
“That’s why do-not-call and telemarketing protections exist.

“This pandemic has underscored the importance of ad-
dressing the gaps in broadband access. Children across our
state are doing their virtual learning classes from library
parking lots and other unacceptable situations. I urge the leg-
islature to consider ways to use these funds to address broad-
band access. Education is the best way to invest in our
children’s futures and to level the playing field — access to
reliable internet is imperative to students’ success.”

The settlement comes after a federal appeals court up-
held a trial court judgment holding Dish accountable for
making millions of unwanted calls to people on the Do Not
Call Registry and tens of millions of illegal robocalls, both
directly and through its authorized direct marketing busi-
nesses. The settlement also requires Dish to reform its tele-
marketing practices.

Stein was joined in the settlement by the Attorneys Gen-
eral of California, Illinois, and Ohio, as well as the Federal
Trade Commission.

Report robocalls or illegal telemarketing calls online
at www.ncdoj.gov/norobo or at 1-844-8-NO-ROBO.

County’s economy kicks up Tier designation

Brittney Lofthouse — Contributing Writer

Since 2007, North Carolina has used a three-level system
for designating county development tiers. The designations,
which are mandated by state law, determine a variety of state
funding opportunities to assist in economic development.
The North Carolina Department of Commerce annually
ranks the state’s 100 counties based on economic well-being
and assigns each a Tier designation.

Macon County’s Tier Designation improved from Tier 2
to Tier 3 — meaning Macon County’s economy is among
the best in the state. The county’s economic distress rank is
#84 (it was #72 in 2020). Compared to last year, the county’s
population growth rank, median household income rank, and
unemployment rate rank all improved.

There are only 20 Tier 3 counties in the state. Macon
County is the only county in the westernmost portions of the
state to be recognized as a Tier 3 county. Further east, the
next Tier 3 counties are Transylvania, Henderson, and Polk
with the remaining counties in the eastern portion of the state.

The 40 most distressed counties are designated as Tier 1,
the next 40 as Tier 2 and the 20 least distressed as Tier 3.
County Tiers are calculated using four factors:

e Average unemployment rate

* Median household income

e Percentage growth in population

* Adjusted property tax base per capita

Beginning with the 2019 rankings, only these four factors
determine final Tier rank. In previous years, additional ad-
justment factors were also considered in the calculations. In
2018, the North Carolina General Assembly eliminated these

adjustment factors from the Tier ranking methodology.

A total of 22 counties in North Carolina will see a change
in tier designation in 2021. Along with Macon County, Beau-
fort, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Jones, Onslow, Perquimans,
Pitt, Polk and Transylvania improved their tier designation.
Alexander, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke, Cherokee, Davie,
Haywood, Hoke, New Hanover, Randolph, and Rowan
counties saw their tier designation change to a more dis-
tressed tier.

Macon County Economic Development Director Tommy
Jenkins explained to commissioners at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing that the change in ranking is positive, as it indicates that
the county’s economy is improving over the previous years,
however it can present challenges as some funding opportu-
nities will no longer be available. Certain state programs and
funding opportunities are only available to Tier 1 and 2 coun-
ties, meaning Macon County’s shift to Tier 3 could affect its
participation in some current or future programs.

“Funding opportunities like the building reuse grants
which we have seen make a big difference in Macon will no
longer be available,” said Jenkins. “So while it is good to be
considered amongst the top economically well-off counties,
it presents some challenges as well.”

The Macon County public school system will also likely
be affected by the change in the county’s tier ranking. Macon
County Commissioner Gary Shields noted that the county
will likely lose access to many grants and other state pro-
grams that are limited to school systems in Tiers 1 and 2.

In addition to economic development and school system
impacts Commissioner Ronnie Beale said Social Services
and other areas could also be affected by the change.

We Can Help You

with a new plan or help you renew your existing plan at
no additional cost to you. You only pay the plan premiums.

HEALTH INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
OPEN ENROLLMENT IS NOW!!!!

Medicare Plans and Part D: October 15 - December 7

> Under 65 (Tax Credit Eligible) Plans: November 1 - December 15.
> For most people, this is the only time of year to enroll or change.

Changes take effect January 1, 2021

We Represent All

the major carriers and products available
in Macon County and surrounding areas.

Call Now!
We are booking appointments for all Medicare
beneficiaries and under 65 customers.

KEVIN CORBIN

CORBIN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC
(828) 524-7799 e thecorbinagency.com
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School board member Arnold not new to workings of school system

Diane Peltz — Contributing Writer

The School board held a special called meeting on
Monday morning to swear in new board members, re-
elected board members and appointed board members.
New member Hilary Wilkes will represent Highlands,
Carol Arnold replaces Fred Goldsmith and Jim
Breedlove was re-elected and will continue to serve
as board chair.

Arnold, who replaced Fred Goldsmith, when he
suddenly resigned last month, has had a long tenure in
the education system.

Arnold, a Macon County native, graduated from
Franklin High School (FHS) in 1973. She attended
college at Western Carolina University, and after grad-
uating with a degree in Elementary Education in 1977,
she began teaching school in Swain County. At that
time there were no available positions in Macon
County, so she taught in Swain County for seven
years. She also received her Masters Degree in Ele-
mentary Education and has become certified in sev-
eral areas of middle school curriculum. She has
obtained her Curriculum Specialist licensure along
with a superintendent's license and principal's license.

When a position became available at Macon Middle
School (MMS) in 1984, she began teaching there, and
was chosen as Teacher of the Year. Arnold worked at
MMS until 1988 when she took a job as Director of
Exceptional Education with the Macon County School
System. She left her position with Macon Schools in
1998 to work as a Field Consultant for the State De-
partment of Public Instruction. There, she was in
charge of 18 school systems in the Western NC Re-

N /

gion. In 1998, Arnold also ran for a position
with the Macon County Board of Education.
She was appointed to a four-year term which she
held until 2002. She did not seek re-election be-
cause her mother was diagnosed with cancer and
she left to become her caretaker. Arnold's
mother passed away in 2003.

In the summer of 2003 she took a job as the
Associate Superintendent of Clay County
Schools and retired in 2009. She and her hus-
band did some traveling during their retirement.
In 2014, Arnold had had enough of retirement
so she took a position as a Consultant of Federal
Programs with the Macon County School Sys-
tem. When Josh Lynch took her place in July of
2020, Arnold retired, once again. On Dec. 7,
Arnold was sworn in as an official School Board
Member, replacing Fred Goldsmith.

Arnold will have been married to Jerry Arnold
for 46 years, on Dec. 22. He is a retired Macon
County Schools Administrator. In 2006, he re-
tired as principal of Cartoogechaye Elementary
School. Arnold says her husband is an avid
hunter and fisherman. They have one son who
also attended Macon County Schools.

Arnold wants to carry on with Fred Gold-
smith's visions.

"I want to support the schools, the staff, the
parents, the students, and our community as we
strive for excellence,” she said. She has a great
deal of respect for Goldsmith and said that she
thinks that he was very invested in the schools
and cared deeply for the students and staff.

Newly appointed school board member Carol Arnold is sworn in by Clerk of Court
Vic Perry with her husband Jerry and son Jason looking on.
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Nominations sought for Chamber awards

The Franklin Chamber of Commerce an-
nounces nominations are being accepted for
four prestigious awards, Citizen of the Year,
The Duke Power Citizenship and Service
Award, Youth Citizenship Award and

a youth who has shown a strong interest in
serving in their communities and volunteer-
ing to help others.

The Club/Organization of the Year Award
is presented to the most outstanding club or

Club/Organization of
the Year.

The Citizen of the
Year Award recognizes
an individual who sig-
nificantly contributes
to the community and
is an inspirational role
model. This is the most
coveted award given
by the Chamber of
Commerce.

The Duke Power
Citizenship and Serv-
ice Award recognizes
and rewards leadership
and/or involvement in
volunteerism and com-
munity services to an
individual, team or
group. Recipients of

Organization. The
award is aimed at rec-
ognizing the club for
its dedication and con-
tribution in our com-
munity.

Nomination letters
can be delivered to the
Franklin Chamber of
Commerce at 98 Hyatt
Road or emailed to
LindaH@Franklin-
Chamber.com Nomi-
nation deadline is
Tuesday, December 29
at 5:00 pm. If you pre-
fer, a Nomination
Form is available for
your convenience at
the Franklin Cham-
ber. Feel free to drop

the award help foster a
culture of citizenship and service that acts as
a catalyst for others to become involved in
civic and social activities.

The Youth Citizenship Award recognizes

by or give us a call to
have one emailed to you.
Details of the award presentations will be
announced in the coming weeks based on
COVID-19 restrictions.

Rescue Dog adoption story in the
running for national recognition

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Petco Foundation, which invests in life-
saving animal welfare projects, annually
selects winning adoption stories to feature
nationally. This year a Macon County An-
imal Services’ adopter’s story — about
how a pet has changed their life — was se-
lected by the Petco Foundation as one of
50 national winners in the Holiday
Wishes campaign. If selected through a
People’s Choice voter competition at pet-
cofoundation.org/vote, which lasts until
noon CST on Dec. 16, Macon County
Animal Services could earn up to $25,000
for ongoing needs and improvements.

Shawnna Pollak “met” Franklin, a pit
bull-mix, when he ran out in front of her
car. Pollak contacted Macon County An-
imal Services, which took in the stray dog
to attempt to locate its owner. When no
owner was found, and Franklin became
available for adoption, Pollak decided to

pursue adoption. However, not only had
Pollak never owned a dog — she was “ter-
rified” of them.

“I never let them near me,” she said in
a YouTube video featuring Franklin. “But
after I found Franklin, I realized he needed
someone to care for him ... he obviously had
had a hard life. When COVID hit, I was iso-
lated ... he cuddled me every day, watched
movies with me, knew when I was upset. The
bond between a person and their dog is spe-
cial. I'm realizing this as an adult. Shelter dogs
need our love. I couldn’t be happier that I
adopted Franklin.”

Pollak, who has suffered from depression,
admitted that the shelter-in-place mandate may
have caused her symptoms of depression to
worsen had it not been for Franklin to provide
companionship.

“We encourage our community of animal
lovers to vote for our story,” said Jimmy Vil-
liard, administrator at Macon County Animal
Services. “If 2020 has shown us anything, it’s
that pets change our lives for the better. Your

Shawnna Pollak’s pet adoption story was chosen as
a finalist in a competition that could result in a
$25,000 award to the local animal shelter.

vote can help us earn lifesaving funds so we
can bring more pets in need together with lov-
ing families.”

The Petco Foundation’s Top 5 People’s
Choice vote will name: One first place win-
ner of $25,000; two second place winners of
$10,000 each; and, two third place winners
of $5,000 each. Winners will be announced
late December.

Since 2013, more than 20,000 adopters
from across the country have shared how
their pets have changed their lives; so far
more than $5.8 million in Holiday Wishes
have been realized for animal welfare organ-
izations that make adoption matches possible.
For more information about the Petco Foun-
dation Holiday Wishes campaign, visit pet-
cofoundation.org/holidaywishes. Petco
Foundation affirmed it has helped more than
6.5 million pets find homes.

828-524-8080

121 Phillips Street
Franklin, NC
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Governor declares modified Stay at
Home Order to slow COVID-19 spread

On Tuesday, Governor Roy Cooper and
North Carolina Department of Health and
Human Services Secretary Dr. Mandy
Cohen announced that North Carolina will
begin a Modified Stay at Home Order
after a rapid increase in North Carolina’s
key COVID-19 trends. The Order requires
people to stay at home between 10 p.m.
and 5 a.m. and takes effect Friday, Dec.
11, and will be in place until at least Jan.
8,2021.

“We already have strong safety proto-
cols and capacity limitations in place — in-
cluding a statewide mask requirement.
With this additional action beginning Fri-
day, we hope to get these numbers down,”
Governor Cooper said. “Our new modi-
fied Stay At Home order aims to limit
gatherings and get people home where
they are safer, especially during the holi-
days. It’s also a reminder that we must be
vigilant the rest of the day — wearing a
face mask when we are with people we
don’t live with, keeping a safe distance
from others and washing our hands a lot.”

The Order requires restaurants, bars, en-
tertainment venues, personal care busi-
nesses and more to close at 10 p.m. Travel
to and from work; to obtain food, medical
care, fuel or social services; or to take
care of a family member is exempted.

In the past week, North Carolina’s case
count has broken single-day records on
three separate days, including crossing
more than 6,000 cases per day on two of
those days. Just a month ago, cases were
under 3,000 per day. In recent days, the
percent of tests returning positive has in-
creased to more than 10%.

Governor Cooper was clear that further
action would be taken to slow the spread
of the virus if trends do not improve. This
could require further limiting of restaurant

dining, indoor entertainment or shopping
and retail capacity restrictions, among
other safety protocols.

Dr. Cohen also provided an update on
North Carolina’s COVID-19 County
Alert System map. The COVID-19
County Alert System gives individuals,
businesses and community organiza-
tions, and public officials a tool to un-
derstand how their county is faring and
to make decisions about actions to take
slow the spread of the virus. The
COVID-19 County Alert System uses
metrics informed by the White House
Coronavirus Task Force and North Car-
olina’s key metrics to categorize counties
into three tiers:

1. Yellow: Significant Community
Spread

2. Orange: Substantial Community
Spread

3. Red: Critical Community Spread.
The system uses a combination of three
metrics: case rate, the percent of tests
that are positive, and hospital impact
within the county.

The number of red counties (critical
community spread) has more than dou-
bled since Nov. 23, up to 48 red counties
from 20 red counties. There are now 34
orange counties (substantial community
spread), as compared to 42 orange coun-
ties from the previous report. With Tues-
day’s report, more than 80% of the state’s
counties fall into the red or orange tier.

“Your actions can keep people from
getting sick, save lives, and make sure
our hospitals can care for people whether
it’s for a heart attack or a car accident or
COVID-19. Protect yourself, your loved
ones, and your community now,” said
NCDHHS Secretary Mandy K. Cohen,
M.D.

Daily COVID-19 Update

Today’s Date and Time: December 9, 2020 at 4:00pm

Total COVID-19 Tests Reported to Macon County
Public Health

This number reflects all the COVID-19 tests performed in Macon County that have
been reported to Macon County Public Health by private physicians, hospitals,

and other area health facilities performing COVID-19 testing.

Number Tested at Macon County Public 7,352
Health Department

11,748 Macon County COVID-19
Total Cases 1034
Active Positive 92
Recovered 933
Deaths 9

WNC Confirmed COVID-19 Cases

(Cases/Deaths)

Pending Results 145

(12/9/2020)

Reported Cases and Deaths

611/17

Cases Deaths
United States (CDC) 15,174,018 | | 286,338
North Carolina (NCDHHS) 410,527 5,661

Macon County (MCPH) 1034 9

6438/135
as9/s 1481/43
296/11
3508/83
1613/10
622/9
1026/15 1034/9
303/5
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Hepatitis cases rising

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices is urging people to get vaccinated against hepatitis A. The
department is reporting a sharp increase in the virus associated
with an ongoing outbreak that began in April 2018.

Of the 423 cases related to the outbreak, 270 have been re-
ported since January 2020. The department has confirmed four
deaths so far in 2020 associated with the outbreak, increasing
the total to five.

NCDHHS recommends getting vaccinated against hepatitis
A, especially for people who are at high risk of contracting the
virus. People at highest risk during this outbreak include those
who are experiencing homelessness, men who have sex with
men and those who use drugs.

"Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect yourself against
hepatitis A," said Dr. Erica Wilson, medical director for vac-
cine preventable diseases in the NCDHHS Division of Public
Health. "We also urge everyone to continue to practice good
hand hygiene and safer sex practices. Drug use also increases
risk of infection, and individuals who continue to use drugs
should practice harm reduction strategies and get vaccinated."

Hepatitis A vaccine is available for free at all local health
departments for people at high risk. Individuals seeking the
vaccine are encouraged to contact their health department,
health care provider or the NCDHHS viral hepatitis program
to be linked to care assistance.

Hepatitis A is a contagious, vaccine-preventable liver infec-
tion that can range from a mild illness lasting a few weeks to
severe illness lasting several months. Because hepatitis A
causes inflammation of the liver, anyone with underlying liver
disease is at risk of more serious illness if infected.

The virus is usually transmitted through food or water that
has been contaminated with undetectable amounts of feces
from a contagious person. Hepatitis A virus can be spread
through sexual contact or non-sexual contact, and transmis-
sion through shared injection supplies is possible, though be-
lieved to be uncommon.

Anyone experiencing symptoms of hepatitis A should con-
tact their health care provider and refrain from preparing food
for others. Symptoms include fever, fatigue, nausea, loss of ap-
petite and stomach pain. Jaundice (yellowing of the skin and/or
eyes), dark-colored urine and clay-colored bowel movements
may also occur. Symptoms can appear 15-50 days following
infection with the virus.

Mountain

Medical Directory
Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Little Pantries supplement family food budgets

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Food insecurity was already a
reality for many people living in
Macon County, and with the pan-
demic stretching on into a year
and businesses and jobs affected,
that reality has widened its reach.
Little pantries, similar to the little
libraries concept, provide emer-
gency food supplies and other ne-
cessities for anyone in need.

After Dick Richards con-
structed and erected a little
pantry adjacent to a church in
Murphy, which he had pastored,
the need was immediately evi-
dent. Plus, he said, “It gave the
congregation something to do be-

sides just attend church and then
go home.”

A resident of Macon County
with his wife, Vicki, for 15 years,
Richards decided to put another little pantry at Louisa Chapel
United Methodist Church and it, too, began to fill a need.
Next, Bethel United Methodist Church requested one adja-
cent to its building.

Richards, 80, constructs the little pantries in his workshop,
paints them red and white, and adorns them with the scrip-
ture verse Matthew 25:31-46, which teaches, “For | was hun-
gry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink ...”

Materials cost about $200, explained Richards, pointing
out that he built bird houses before he “graduated” to little
pantries. It takes him about 25 hours and his son, Keith
Richards, 50, helps him put the roofs on.

“If any church or group wants one, | will build it, deliver
it, and supervise the installation,” said Dick Richards. “Jesus
told us to feed the hungry. Little pantries are a community ac-
tivity for anyone ... everyone. People ‘take what they need
and leave what they can.””

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES
James F Melzer Jr, DMD
328) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

Gentle Dental Care

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

e Endodontics
e Cleanings/
Oral Cancer Screening
e Periodontal Services
e Oral Surgery/Extractions
¢ White Composite Fillings

¢ Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

e Partial and
Complete Dentures

¢ Teeth Whitening

¢ Occlusal Bite Guards

The Little Free Food Pantries are scattered all over the county for folks in need of a just a
little help. This one is located just off the Old Murphy Road.

Photo by Vickie Carpenter

Vicki Richards regularly visits the little pantries to make
sure they are stocked. She carries items in her car and adds
what is needed.

“The most popular item seems to be Vienna sausages,”
said Dick Richards. “They are always taken after people put
them in the little pantries. But really any protein, like Spam
and peanut butter, is popular. Anything non-perishable. Veg-
etables are the last things to get taken, but they do. Baby
food is needed as well, but people often don’t think about
putting it in a little pantry ... or things like toilet paper, soap,
sanitizer, shampoos, deodorant. | want to encourage people
to consider adding items to pantries regularly ... maybe
every time they go to the grocery store, they can pick up a
few extra things.”

Richards said he believes that stocking little pantries is the
“best way to serve God because you are serving others. Lit-
tle pantries are a labor of love and something we love doing,
and we just want to make sure people know about them.”

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

If you value your
eye sight, trust a
Board Certified
Ophthalmologist.

Dr. Shaller is accepting new patients.

Cataract, Glaucoma & Diabetic Evaluations.
Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral
Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.

WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734
828.369.4236

FAX 828.369.0753



https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
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OPINION

What’s new on the plateau |_etters to the Editor

Patrick Taylor
Highlands Mayor

I have yet another photo that
illustrates trash disposal prob-
lems that a small number of res-
idents continue to generate. Yes,
I and the board might be viewed
as garbage nazis by some with
the passage of the ordinance re-
quiring bear resistant toters. But,
we are not going to sit back and
see Highlands literally get
trashed by a few individuals who
do not want to take responsibility
for properly disposing the garbage that they generate.

The photo was taken last week in front of a residence on
a main corridor in our town. Probably someone came for
the week or weekend and simply put out their garbage in

Patrick Taylor

these unsecured containers as they left. There is a black toter
in the photo, but it is obviously not bear resistant. I suspect
these folks live back home in a development that would
never tolerate what the photo depicts. Why is it ok to do this
in Highlands? This irresponsible behavior is also no longer
acceptable in Highlands.

So someone left town and triggered a mess for others to
deal with. I know they had been warned about the bear re-
sistant toter ordinance. Notice the red warning tag in the
upper right hand portion of the photo.

The ordinance was passed 16 months ago and was to go
into effect on Aug. 1 of this year. The board had delayed or-
dinance enforcement for a year so folks would have time to
purchase the toters.

In August, implementation of the ordinance was delayed
because of back orders of toters at local stores. All the back
orders have now been filled and toters are in stock. This
fall residents that still didn’t have bear resistant toters had
red tag warnings placed on their nonconforming trash

See TAYLOR page 11

Tough problems require tough solutions

Experience has shown that allowing the current legisla-
tive and judicial state of affairs to continue to thrash around
ineffectively and allow the massive election fraud on Nov.
3 to go unsolved will not be good for our Constitutional Re-
public.

Tough problems require tough solutions.

The readers should take steps to protect our country by
sending these two paragraphs to President Donald Trump.
(info@mail.whitehouse.gov)

“Mr. President — The 80 million of us who voted for you
want you to immediately use the Plenary Power and Au-
thority of your Office to protect us from the ongoing
despotic attacks against our liberty and Constitutionally pro-
tected rights, privileges, and protections including but not
limited to the Right to a peaceful, honest, and untainted
elections, and being secure in our lives, property, being
waged by a combination of the corrupt Democratic Party
and its operatives in the various states acting in collusion
with and as agents for foreign enemy interests, by invoking
the Insurrection Act, Title 10 USC Sections 251, 252,253,
331 through 335.

“We ask you to please immediately issue a Proclamation
declaring the States of Georgia, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Arizona, Nevada, California, Washington, Ore-
gon, and others are engaged in disorderly, unlawful and cor-
rupt conduct against the Peace, Dignity, Laws and Order of
the United States of America, causing loss of life, assaults
and damage to property of law abiding citizens of this coun-
try, depriving the good citizens of this country of the rights,
privileges and protections guaranteed them under the Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights, and are in insurrection, ob-
structing the execution of the laws of the United States and
impeding justice, and use the Proclamation to suspend the
Jan. GA Senate run off, and the Dec. meeting of the Elec-
toral College so military tribunals can first be established
to properly investigate and resolve the ongoing cyber war-
fare attacks from enemies foreign and domestic on our 11-
3-2020 election.”

Respectfully submitted,

Peter K. Stern — Franklin, N.C.

Downtown Christmas display giving residents some joy

A big shoutout to the town of Franklin for the lovely
Christmas display at the square! During this time of unset-
tled health issues and election woes, God bless the town for
going above and beyond to give Franklin residents some joy.

We surely do appreciate it!

Sonja Thompson — Franklin, N.C.

Not asking too much to wear a mask

Used to be a day when Americans came together and
helped one another, The time has come for every American
to start takeing some responsibility to fight this terrible
pandemic. Yes, you have your rights an your freedom to
not wear a mask, but its time for accountability and do
what you can do to at least try to stop so many people get-
ting sick and dying. Doctors and nurses are giving all they
got to help people and taking care of the sick, sure don’t
seem like its asking to much to wear a mask, is just asking
a small thing, to what they are going threw. Same thing
when it came to wearing seat belts in the car. and found
out it saved a lot of lives. No doubt if the truth were to be
knowen, Trump don’t wear a mask, he can’t stand the smell
of his breath with it on. He says this virus will just go away,
with thousands of people dying. Thats probly where a lot
of his votes are that are missing, are out there in a cemen-
tary some place. Its time for Americans to come together,
even it it means wearing a mask keeps one person, even
yourself from dying would help. Surely you can give up
your rights and freedom to save a life, could be a member
of your family or even yourself. Lets all take some re-
sponsibility, be a true American and “Welcome back Amer-
ica.”

Kathy Whitley— Franklin, N.C.

What’s on your mind?

Email letters to the editor to
maconcountynews@gmail.com
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26 West Main Street, Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767 » FAX: 369-2700
www.themaconcountynews.com
Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com
Deadline for display advertising is Friday at
4 p.m. Classified deadline Monday, 3 p.m
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““Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
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The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
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Service dog Atlas once again in the limelight

Deena C. Bouknight
Contributing Writer

Last November, service dog
Atlas Atticus received his first
experience in the limelight
when he and his owner, Macon
Early College student Kristina
Masta, were featured on CBS’s
“Dream Team’s Lucky Dog”
with animal trainer Brandon
McMillan. The CBS segment
was filmed last year when
Kristina and her mother,
Michelle Masta, co-owner of
Black Bear Paving & Con-
struction, were in California
during a service dog training
session with McMillan.

Atlas, an Anatolian shepherd,
was destined to live out his
days on a farm guarding live-
stock against predators like
wolves and coyotes. However,
Atlas could not prove his met-
tle as a sentry and, instead,
ended up at an animal shelter in
Oregon because of his shy na-

of Atomic Annies Tattoo,
Gallery and Education Center in
Franklin. The book’s theme
drives home the message:
“Every animal has a purpose.”

Sixteen-year-old Kristina was
born prematurely, weighing 1
pound, 1 ounce, and eventually
developed retinopathy of prema-
turity, which causes abnormal
blood vessels to grow in the
retina. Her story is detailed at
the end of “How I Became The
Might Atlas,” which is told in
narrative form through the voice
of Atlas, the Anatolian shepherd.
In the Nov. 21, 2019, edition of
Macon County News, Kristina
described her sight as “looking
through wax paper with some
small holes in it. You miss lots
of stuff.” Since Kristina is not
completely blind, she needed a
service dog trained for specific
needs — not just as a general
guide dog for the blind.

Atlas has fit the bill, accord-
ing to Kristina’s mother, who

ture. How Atlas was “discov-
ered” as an ideal companion
dog for Kristina is the plot of a
new children’s book titled
“How I Became The Mighty
Atlas,” co-written by Kristina and local writer Faithe Gi-
aquinto. The book is illustrated by Amberly Downs, owner

Macon Early College student Kristina Masta was on Main
Street in Franklin Dec. 5 with her service dog, Atlas, during
the debut of a book she co-wrote with Faithe Giaquinto
called “How | Became The Mighty Atlas.”

explained that proceeds from the
sale of the book will be used to
build a security fence for Atlas
so that he can run and play when
he is not working for Kristina.
“How I Became The Mighty Atlas” is available for sale at
Books Unlimited in Franklin as well as at Amazon.com.

From previous page

TAYLOR

fall residents that still didn’t have bear resistant toters had
red tag warnings placed on their nonconforming trash cans.
At a recent meeting, the town board authorized the town
manager and staff to begin enforcement of the ordinance
when all the back order issues were resolved. Therefore,
beginning January 1st, the ordinance will go into full effect.
Trash crews will not pick up garbage in nonconforming
containers. If a resident places garbage in nonconforming
containers, a fine will be issued.

Some folks seem to be confused about storing of toters in
storage containers that are next to the street. Residents can
roll the toter to the street curb on their collection day, or like
me, place it in a storage container near the collection point.
One purpose for the toters requirement was to eliminate
trash crews having to do repetitive lifting of trash cans.
Workers were lifting 500 to 700 cans a day. If a resident
elects to construct a container for their toter, it needs to have
a gate or open front where crews can roll the toter to the
truck. An enclosed four-sided container that makes crews
have to lift the toter up and out of the structure defeats the
goal of eliminating the continuous lifting of trash contain-
ers.

Again, I thank residents who have purchased toters. Your
participation and support has helped address what was a
growing bear problem. It will also help the town maintain
current residential collection rates. Folks that do not com-
ply with the ordinance can discuss their issues with our code
enforcement police officer.

Courts offer online services

District Attorney Ashley Hornsby Welchis is urging res-
idents to avoid long lines at courthouses by taking advan-
tage of online options for resolving certain traffic tickets
and paying various court costs, fines and fees.

“Using onlineservices.nccourts.org allows people to by-
pass the pandemic-caused delays in our judicial system,
plus it can reduce risks of coronavirus exposure,” Welch
said. “We want people to stay home and stay safe to the ex-
tent possible.”

Earlier this year, Gov. Roy Cooper directed the courts to
maintain social distancing requirements and to facilitate
“online or remote access by customers if possible.”

The state’s Electronic Compliance and Dismissal Sys-
tem (ECAD), rolled out in 2016, is integrated with the state
Division of Motor Vehicles. This allows North Carolina
residents cited with certain violations to show compliance.

The service is not available at this time to out-of-state
residents.

Violations that can be resolved include expired registra-
tions or inadequate inspection records, driving without a
license, failing to have a license in the car or using an ex-
pired license.

Additionally, state residents can request district attorneys
and their staffs to either reduce or dismiss traffic tickets. After
reviewing the cases, officials approve or deny the requests.
Residents receive electronic notification of the decision.

Also through NCcourts.gov, the public can sign up for
text reminders for rescheduled court dates and access other
court services online, including citation services, ticket and
court payments, court date notifications and reminders.

Established 1960

FRANKLIN BODY SHOP

Longest Operating Body Shop
in Franklin and Macon Coun

Insurance Repairs e Frame Straightening
Custom Color Matching

Factory Direct Parts

Auto Detailing

Window Tinting

Expert Body Repair ¢ Auto Glass

24 Hour Towing e Large Well Equipped Facilities

7 Body Men / Technicians and
3 Expert Painters Ready to Serve You

56 Mill Street ¢ Franklin, NC ¢ (828) 524-7494

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, HANDMADE & MoRE!

FACEBOOK COM/
RueTANDRELICS71

ML
RUSTANDRELICSTI@EMAIL.COM

NOW IN OUR 34™ YEAR - AFTER HOURS APPOINTMENTS
LADIES & CHILDREN'S CLOTHING - SHOES & ACCESSORIES

(828)369-9600
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm , Sat. 10am-3pm
107 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Yes ! We have Re -Orened/

ANTIQUES,SHOPS & RV PARK

N



https://www.facebook.com/Franklin-Body-Shop-189127547768741/
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://www.whistlestopantiquesnc.com
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Winter Wonderland in downtown Franklin

Winter Wonderland continued last Saturday evening as shoppers
shopped, Santa strolled, pictures were snapped and coffee was
poured. Visitors and residents alike were busy making some Christ-
mas memories in downtown Franklin. Photos by Betsey Gooder
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Drive-thru
Santa &
Mrs. Claus
at the library

The Children’s Department at the
Macon County Public Llbrary
presented a Drive-Thru Santa

and Mrs. Claus Thursday, Dec. 3.

The famous couple handed out
goodie bags that included a
craft, cocoa, a gift-wrapped book
and more. Santa also provided a
letter for each child to write their
Chrismtas wishes on to be

mailed back to Santa.

Photos by
Vickie Carpenter

“The Bethlehem Experience’
this weekend at Smoky Center

Members of Cartoogechaye Baptist Church and many others have
been hard at work for weeks constructing the set of “The Bethle-
hem Experience,” a drive thru nativity set for this weekend Dec. 11-
13. The town is made up of an inn, chicken coops, Herod’s palace,
a marketplace, the stable and more. Costumed characters will pro-
vide a real life element in this depiction of the greatest story ever
told. The drive-thru nativity is being held at the Smoky Mountain
Center for the Performing Arts from 6 to 9 p.m. nightly.

-
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WORK & WESTERN BOOTS, WORKWEAR & SCRUBS

(828) 634 - 7731 » 73 W. Palmer Street * Foxmercantile.com



https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/smomtnjlry/
https://www.foxmercantile.com
https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
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The Macon County Sher-
iff’s Department, Franklin
Police Department or Jack-
son County Sheriff’s De-
partment made the following
arrests November 22 - De-
cember 5. All suspects are
innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.

Macon County
Sheriff’s Department

November 27
Griffin Chandler Sanders, was charged with driving while
license revoked.

November 29

Louis Edward Testa, was charged with second degree tres-
pass, injury to personal property. Clay A. Saunders made the ar-
rest.

December 1
Joshua Curtis Kruger, was charged with domestic physical.

December 2

Larry Tuner Turlington Jr., was charged with obtaining prop-
erty by false pretenses. Adrian L. Mace made the arrest.

Samuel Ray, was issued a governors warrant for a fugitive.
Adrian L. Mace made the arrest.

Calee Suzanne Bowman, was issued a warrant for offense
committed in jurisdiction. Emileigh E. Sands made the arrest.

December 3

Matthew Levan, was charged with breaking and entering,
larceny after break/enter, possession of stolen goods/property,
injury to real property, obtaining property by false pretenses.
Timothy B. Carter made the arrest.

Brandon Michael Martin, was charged with grand theft of a
motor vehicle, grand theft of a firearm. James E. Crawford IlI
made the arrest.

Warren Tyler Harling, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, failure
to appear for driving while license revoked. Parrish W. Young
made the arrest.

December 4
Lorri Walker Kilby, was charged with unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle. Joel Lynch made the arrest.

December 5

Ronald Lee Wickham, was charged with possession of a
firearm by a convicted felon, possession of a controlled sub-
stance on prison/jail premises, possession of marijuana up to
1/2 0z. Joseph A. Raby made the arrest.

Joseph Daniel Toneges, was issued warrant service. Joseph
A. Raby made the arrest.

Nathan Shane Humpbhries, was charged with breaking and
entering, larceny after breaking and entering, possession of
stolen goods/property, injury to real property, resist/ob-
struct/delay law enforcement officer. Jordan C. Sutton made
the arrest.

Franklin Police Department

December 3

Ronnie Lee Queen, 38, was charged with possession of
methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia. A se-
cured bond of $3,500 was set. Officer Hovis made the arrest.

Joshua David Shelton, 26, was charged with assault on a fe-
male. A secured bond of $1,200 was set.

Jackson County Sheriff’'s Department

November 22

Jason Carroll Lowery, 37, of Robin Lane, Bryson City, was
charged with larceny after breaking and entering, breaking and
entering forcible. A secured bond of $1,000 was set. Megan L.
Rhinehart made the arrest.

Charles Ray Tolley, 46, of Riverbend Rd., was charged with
communicating threats. No bond was set. William K. Davis
made the arrest.

November 23

Jamison Lawrence Lassiter, 37, of Sylva, was charged with
injury to real property, breaking and entering. No bond was set.
William M. Hawkins made the arrest.

November 23

Eric Bascom Wilkes, 47, of US 74 East, was charged with
failure to appear for school attendance law violation. William
A. Foxx made the arrest.

Amanda Dawn Clawson, 39, of Hallie Manor Court, was is-
sued warrant service for other jurisdiction. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set. Dray E. Holland made the arrest.

Kyle Lee Lackey, 38, of Roads Cove, was charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, simple possession of a schedule I1
controlled substance, possession of methamphetamine. An un-
secured bond of $2,500 was set. Jesse L. Henkel made the arrest.

Charles Michael Nash, 32, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier, was
charged with misdemeanor larceny, possession of marijuana
paraphernalia, possession of less than half an ounce of mari-
juana. An unsecured bond of $1,000 was set. Jesse L. Henkel
made the arrest.

November 24

Roger Clay Bryson, 68, of Whisper Wind Rd., Cashiers, was
charged with assault on a female. A secured bond of $1,000
was set. William A. Foxx made the arrest.

George Vernon Norton, 30, of Shook Cove Rd., Tuckasegee,
was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession
of methamphetamine. An unsecured bond of $1,000 was set.
William A. Foxx made the arrest.

Shane Christopher Holder, 29, of Washington Creek Rd.,
Cherokee, was charged with possession of marijuana, posses-
sion of methamphetamine. An unsecured bond of $2,000 was
set. James A. Brown made the arrest.

November 25

Regina Stawn Clyburn, 41, of Cullowhee Mountain Rd., was
charged with misdemeanor larceny, violation of a court order.
An unsecured bond of $2,000 was set. William K. Davis made
the arrest.

November 26

Tommy Lee Henderson, 36, of Carringer St., Bryson City,
was charged with failure to appear for uttering a forged instru-
ment, possession of stolen goods/property, obtain property by
false pretense. A secured bond of $5,000 was set.

November 27

Kenneth Howard Trantham, 56, of Camp Branch Rd., Whit-
tier, was charged with domestic criminal trespass. No bond was
set. William M. Hawkins made the arrest.

Preston Richard Ramsey, 25, of Whittier, was charged with
driving while impaired. An unsecured bond of $1,000 was set.
Josh A. Yopp made the arrest.

November 28

Jose Antonio Contreas-Rios, 28, of Sylva, was charged with
failure to appear for driving while impaired/driving while li-
cense revoked, domestic violence protective order violation.

No bond was set. William A. Foxx made the arrest.

November 29

Jamison Lawrence Lassiter, 37, of Sylva, was charged with
failure to appear for misdemeanor probation violation. A se-
cured bond of $5,000 was set. Hunter M. Karup made the ar-
rest.

Lora Dawn Wuttke, 50, of Big Burn Circle, was charged
with assault on a child under 12. A secured bond of $1,000 was
set. Conner L. Wilson made the arrest.

Katrina Lynn Cook, 33, of Goose Creek Rd., Cherokee,
was charged with second degree trespass. A secured bond of
$500 was set. Michael T. Smathers made the arrest.

Meli Faith Lambert, 18, of Liner Creek, Clyde, was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of metham-
phetamine, injury to personal property, aid and abet larceny,
larceny. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. Josh A. Yopp made
the arrest.

November 30

Carolyn Elizabeth Keck Loftis, of Snapdragon Lane, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, simple pos-
session of a schedule Il controlled substance, possession of
methamphetamine. A secured bond of $2,000 was set.

Michael David Touger, 36, of Sunrise Park, was charged
with possession of methamphetamine, possession of burglary
tools, forcible breaking and entering. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set.

James Tyler Whitmire, 32, of Berry Mountain Rd., was
charged with possession of burglary tools, forcible breaking
and enter. A secured bond of $10,000 was set.

December 1

Dernando Agustin Sanchez, of Puma Trail, Tuckasegee, was
charged with all other offenses. No bond was set.

Edge Dakoda Fortner, 31, of Birchfield Rd., Bryson City,
was charged with misdemeanor probation for violation out of
county. A secured bond of $1,000 was set.

David Charles Roberts, 40, of Whittier, was charged with fi-
nancial card theft, identity theft, possession of stolen goods. A
secured bond of $1,000 was set.

David Jason Johnson, 38, of Beavor Rd., Lake Toxaway,
was issued an out of state fugitive warrant for driving while li-
cense revoked, identity theft, possession of stolen goods. A se-
cured bond of $4,500 was set.

Amanda Lee Meszyk, 31, of Sylva, was charged with fi-
nancial card theft. No bond was set.

December 2

Rodney Odell Buchanan, 71, of Toohow Rd., Whittier, was
charged with assault on a female/simple assault. A $500 bond
was set.

December 3

Rebecca Lynn Pellot, 31, of Castle Rock Circle, was issued
a warrant for arrest for first degree trespass enter/remain. An
unsecued bond of $200 was set.

December 4

James Tyler Whitmire, 32, of Berry Mountain Rd., was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of
marijuana up to 1/2 oz., possession of heroin. A secured bond
of $2,000 was set.

Timothy Brandon Luker, 41, of Luker Branch, Tuckasegee,
was charged with communicating threats. A secured bond of
$500 was set.

Charles Michael Nash, 32, of Union Hill Rd., Whittier, was
charged with larceny, motor vehicle theft. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set.

Michael David Touger, 36, of Sunrise Park, was charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of marijuana
up to 1/2 oz, possession of heroin. A secured bond of $2,000
was set.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Christmas at the Hallers with 100,000 lights, lighted Trees, Ani-
mated Figures 6 to 9 p.m. nightly thru New Years. They are located at
607 Rabbit Creek Rd.

Nantahala Hiking Club Holiday Party On Zoom will be held on Fri-
day, Dec. 11, 7 p.m. Prepare whatever you would like to eat during our
Zoom get-together and also be prepared to share with everyone on
Zoom what you made. It could be an hors d'oeuvres, snack item, or
dessert/sweet goodie. Just tell us what you are eating and enjoying.
After the party, folks may wish to contact you for your recipes. Call in
by dialing, (301)715-8592, meeting ID, 839 2536 8016 To join Zoom
meeting link go to https://us02web.zoom.us/}/83925368016

Nantahala Hiking Club will take an easy 3-4 mile hike on Saturday,
December 12, with an elevation change 200 ft., exploring the Welch
Farm, a Mainspring conservation property between Andrews and Mur-
phy in Cherokee County, with Rachel Newcomb, public relations co-
ordinator for Mainspring, leading the way. Meet at Westgate Plaza at
9 a.m., drive 100 miles round trip. Visitors are welcome to attend. For
more information or reservations, call Gail Lehman, (828)524-5298.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a strenuous 7.5 mile hike on Sunday,
December 14, with an elevation change of 1250 ft., in the Coweeta
Lab area, going up Ball Creek Rd. to the crossover road to Shope Fork
side. Meet at the Smoky Mtn.Visitor Center at 1 p.m., drive 16 miles
round trip. For more information or reservations, call Leader Katharine
Brown, (828)421-4178.

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night, 6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind. Cel-
ebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from
the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five years
old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47 Macon Cen-
ter Dr. (behind Bojangles). For more information, email cr@dis-
cover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as strollers,
car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always wel-
come. Services are free and confidential. For more information or an
appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center is hosting Zoom classes. Zoom classes will
include exercise, tai chi, and others. For more information, or to regis-
ter, call the Senior Center at (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, the Franklin Wood Carving Club meets on Thurs-
days, 6:30 p.m. in Franklin High School Wood Shop. Participants are
asked to comply with social distancing and other endemic protocols. All
members and prospective members are cordially invited to attend. For
more information, call Contact D Lanson at (828)369-2144.

= Residential
= Commercial

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors
and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer
Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Steve Raby
Owner

Kaylee's Closet
Faithfully giving to

fostor families

| Franklin, NC ¢ (828) 371-0992

Uptown Gallery on Main Street new hours are Monday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease
or dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for shar-
ing, education, and support through a telephone conference. Support
group participants and a support group facilitator connect each month
for one-hour confidential sessions. For more information, call
(800)272-3900.

Franklin Covenant Church has a grocery delivery service for any-
one at higher risk for COVID-19. If you are unable to leave home to get
the supplies you need due to sickness, disability or age, please con-
tact us for more details. The only cost to you would be the items you
order, there is no delivery charge. FCCdelivery@yahoo.com.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open are
food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for an ap-
plication at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

Volunteer at Angel Medical Center Enjoy the reward of making
someone else’s day brighter by sharing your talents and time. Become
a volunteer at Angel Medical Center. Volunteers serve in a variety of
roles such as mail and flower delivery, guest service, information desk
assistance, student volunteer programs, pet therapy, chaplain, ad-
ministrative support and more. For more information, call (828)349-
6639 or email Bonnie.Peggs@ms;j.org.

CareNet on Bidwell Street will be open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A box of food may be picked up
once a week.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease
or dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for shar-
ing, education, and support through a telephone conference. Support
group participants and a support group facilitator connect each month
for one-hour confidential sessions. For more information, call
(800)272-3900.

Appalachian Animal Rescue Center is looking for volunteers to help
at the thrift store. Call for information about the store (828)369-3046
or the shelter (828)524-4588 if you are interested in volunteering.

Macon Medication Assistance Program located at the back of the
First Baptist Church is open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information call (828)524-5258.

Mens Teen Challenge Needs Good Quality Lumber for its wood-
working Shop. Pick up in Franklin area. To donate, call (828)369-1177.

Email calendar items to maconcountynews@gmail.com
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Carols, Candlelight and Communion Wednesday, Dec. 16, 7 to 8
p.m. at Prentiss Church of God. Pastor Kevin Chapman invites
everyone to attend. The church is located at 59 Church Hill Lane,
off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through
its YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All
Saints Franklin." The in-person worship schedule is subject to
change. To learn more about attending in-person worship, contact us
directly at admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or by calling (828)524-4910.

First Alliance Church‘s Sunday services begin at 9:30 a.m., with
Sunday School for all ages. The worship service begins at 10:30
a.m., in the sanctuary. Pastor Scott Eichelberger will deliver the mes-
sage. The music presentation will be from "Sacred Sounds". The
church is located at 31 Promise Lane, in Franklin (off Womack next
door to Trimont Christian Academy). For more information, call
(828)369-7977 or www.franklincma.com

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The
church is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Franklin First United Methodist Church meets on Sunday, at 8:30
a.m. for in-person worship or online on Facebook Live at Franklin
First United Methodist Church. Note that COVID-19 health proto-
cols will be followed for in-person worship. Plan to arrive early for
check in, masks are required. The church is located at 66 Harrison
Ave. Senior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information,
call (828)524.3010 or visit www.firstumcfranklin.org

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m. with social distancing observed. Brian Lamb in the
pastor. The church is located at the intersection of Cheek Road and
Addington Bridge Road.

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at
10 a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building
with the Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Office.

Memorial United Methodist Church Anonymous Call-in Prayer
Line. If you need prayer, call (828)369-0707. Leave a message with
your prayer request, and the church will be happy to pray for you or
whoever you request prayers for. You may also leave a request for
a call back if you need one.

Spiritual Light Center is now open for in-person services every
Sunday at 11 a.m. Covid-19 protocols are in place. The public is in-
vited. The center is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr., Franklin.

Email church calendar items to maconcountynews@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heritage-Garage-Doors/105361076195830
https://www.facebook.com/kayleesclosetfranklin/
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EATING OUT s

AREA DINING

3NN R Al ROOT + BARREL
BURGER IOIN‘T KITCHEN AND BAR

. . 349 Westgate Plaza
(828) 634-1974 « rizzosbistro.com
91 Georgia Rd. = Franklin, NC F'ank"n NC

—_— 826-634-7247

Our baking elves will be busy ORDER ONLINE

. i . 77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
bakmg our famous German Stollen, Wwwcleavusmtcnen * Downtown Franklin, NC 28734 » (828) 369-3663

all butter cookies, strudel, and Open Thurs. - Mon. * Closed Tues. & Wed. ROOTANDBARREL.COM
many other bakery delights.

Enjoy your holidays even more, j? BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

let Chef Barbara Rizzo do all the
hard work for your holiday meal NIOR DAYS 8 MEALS Hourd.’

which will be fully prepared ARTING AT *5.49 Mon — Thurs 11am - 8pm
Fri & Sat 11am — 9pm

from our kitchen to yours. TH u Hs Closed Sun

Lunch: Tues.-Fri. Dinner: Thur.-Sat. 263 Holly Springs Plaza
11am to 2pm 5pm until KIDS DAY - 441 N. Franklin, NC

KIDS MEALS *1.99 (In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

I - —# £26,369.9999

VOTED ‘BEST DESSERT' IN FRANKLIN



http://www.rizzosbistro.com
https://www.facebook.com/CleaversBurgers
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
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Overlook presents dinner show

The Overlook Theatre Company presented “A Christmas With Family and Friends” a classic
Christmas celebration with songs, stories and traditions in this one-of-a-kind dinner show served
live on stage. The menu includes a traditional holiday feast of turkey, stuffing and all the trim-
mings. The production continues Dec. 14 & 15 at the Smoky Mountain Center for the Performing
Arts. For ticket information, visit greatmountainmusic.com or call (866)273-4615.

Photos by Betsey Gooder

BOOKS

Make areat Gifts!

Call Michelle Masta
@ 828-332-1728
for questions
or to purchase a book.

Every Dog has a Purpose.

U
A true story from a
Local MEC Student.

Available at Books Unlimited & Amazon
or email: kristinamasta@gmail.com



http://www.gillettelawnc.com
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Cute and fuzzy caterpillar poisonous to touch

Dr. Bob Gilbert — Columnist

Late last summer in some
shrubbery, we found an un-
usual caterpillar that was un-
known to us. A quick google
and Peterson Field Guide
search identified it as the
White Hickory Tussock Moth
Caterpillar, Lophocampa
caryae. Fortunately, it was on
a branch so there was no need
to pick it up with our hands.
I had to look up tussock to
learn that it is a term that de-
scribes a clump of grass. The white hairs on this caterpillar
do look that way. Its hairs are barbed and break off leaving
the ends in skin. They are attached to poison glands that cre-
ate a serious red rash that itches. For people who are aller-
gic to insects and other things there can be a serious reaction.

Caterpillars can be poisonous and unpalatable as the re-
sult of the plants they eat. This produces a chemical pro-
tection that predators learn to avoid. Monarch Butterfly
caterpillars are a good example. Another butterfly, the
Viceroy, has evolved that looks like the monarch thus con-
fusing predators.

Eight venomous caterpillars reside in Eastern North Amer-
ica. These are harmful to touch, which is another kind of
protective mechanism. The venom is on the skin or hairs.
The only other one of these that | have seen is the Saddleback

Dr. Bob Gilbert

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS FROM

BRYANT’S
ANTIQUE MALL

(828) 524-0280 ¢ 10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC 28763
Mon - Sat 9am - 5:30pm,
Sun 11am - 5:30pm

Caterpillar. The venomous caterpillars listed for North Car-
olina are: Black Moth, Flannel Moth, Hag, 10 Moth, Puss,
Saddleback, White Hickory Tussock and Spiny Oak-slug.
None of these sound like much fun.

The venomous White Hickory Tussock Moth Cater-
pillar feeds on most woody trees and shrubs. When
available it is especially fond of Hickory Trees and other
nut producers. The moth flies in May and June then it
lays its eggs. There is only one generation per year. The
larva or caterpillars hatch in the summer. In the fall, they
over winter as a pupa in a cocoon. Moths and butterflies
both have three different forms during their life cycle,
adult, larva or caterpillar and pupae. As a group moths
can be separated from butterflies as they have fuzzy an-
tennae.

If you happen to get a rash from Hickory Tussock, ice
helps reduce the pain. Washing the site with either a solu-
tion of household ammonia or bicarbonate of soda relieves
the itching. For sure keep your hands away from your eyes.

Cute and fuzzy are terms best used to describe a pet that
will only chew your furniture not defoliate your trees and
create a rash. That said, | am allergic to cats. | do not think
cats can be called venomous although it feels like it when |
am around one. Most cats sense that | am not interested and
keep their distance saving me the embarrassment of resort-
ing to aggressive action.

Dr. Bob Gilbert, now living in Franklin, is cofounder of
Smith Gilbert Gardens in Kennesaw, Ga.

Karen Lawrence is a professional horticultural and
wildlife photographer from Franklin.

Hickory Tussock Caterpillar Moth
Photo by Karen Lawrence

Mary Lee Buchanan Duvall

Mary Lee Buchanan Duvall,
96, of Franklin, N.C., passed
away on Friday, Dec. 4, 2020.

Born in Spruce Pine, N.C., she
was the daughter of the late Audie
and Mae Duncan Buchanan. In
addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her daughter,
Sharon Duvall Burrell; two broth-
ers, Audie Buchanan Jr. and Paul
Buchanan. She was a member of
Cowee Baptist Church, the
Cowee Quilters and loved sewing
and working in her yard.

She is survived by a daughter,
Shelia Young (Gene) of Franklin;
son-in-law, Walter “Sonny” Burrell of Franklin; sister, Evelyn Hall
of Charlotte; and a half brother, James Buchanan of Spruce Pine;
four grandchildren, Adam Burrell (Angela), Eric Burrell (Kristin),
Tara Sund (Richie), and Mark Young (Jennifer); seven great grand-
daughters, Jordan Burrell, Payton Burrell, Avery Sund, Kayla Bur-
rell, Corey Burrell, Eden Burrell and Reece Sund; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Private graveside services will be held at Woodlawn Cemetery.
Rev. Steve Reeves will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Cowee Baptist
Church, attn: Music Department, 6301 Bryson City Road,
Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Mary Lee Duvall

Margie Kimsey Mason

Margie Kimsey Mason, 84,
passed away Saturday, Dec. 5,
2020. She was born Aug. 8, 1936,
in Macon County to the late
Claude and Bertha Kimsey. She
was a dedicated member of Pren-
tiss Baptist Church. She was active
in the Franklin VFW, Franklin
High School class of 1954 reunion
committee; and Care Net of Macon
County.

She is survived by her two sons,
Keith A Mason (Pam) and Ronald
L. Mason (Pat); three grandchil-

dren, Alex Mason, John Mason . .
(Tiffany), and Amy Weegar (Jeff); Margie Kimsey Mason
four great-grandchildren, Grant Weegar, David Mason, Maddie
Weegar, and Liam Mason; two sisters, Selma K. Crane and Faye
K. Wilson (Bobby); and numerus nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her hus-
band, William (Bill) C. Mason Jr.; and a sister, Margaret K. Her-
nandez.

A graveside service was held Wednesday, Dec. 9, at the Pren-
tiss Baptist Church Cemetery with the Rev. Allen Waters officiat-
ing.

A memorial service will be held at a later date to celebrate the
life of Mrs. Margie Mason.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Prentiss Baptist
Church, 1438 Belle Dowdle Rd. Franklin, NC 28734.

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Mason
family.


https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019 |

VoLuME 38 NuUMBER 30

THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 19

Darlene (Dean) Breedlove Corbin

Darlene  (Dean) Breedlove
Corbin, 79, of Franklin, N.C.,
slipped her earthly bonds to enter
the heavenly gates on Saturday,
Nov. 28,2020.

She was a precious, loving soul.
She loved the Lord and had been a
reflection of his love for everyone
to see. She could make you feel so
treasured. Her smile was conta-
gious and her hugs were like going
home. Her voice would make you
forget your troubles. She wanted to
make a positive difference in the
lives of everyone she met. She was
an active member of Holly Springs
Baptist church for many years and attended First United Methodist
Church during her final years.

She was first married to Bob Johnson and had two daughters:
Rachel Lynn Sanders (Vance Sanders), and Lisa Johnson Parker
(Dale Parker); grandchildren, Logan Sanders, Jacob Sanders,
Molly Sanders, Christopher Wilmoth, Andrew Wilmoth, Hailey
Wilmoth and Laura Parker.

Following Bob’s death in 1984, she married Harold Corbin in
1987. They ran Corbin Catering for many years and then she served
as a compassionate CNA at Angel Community Hospital for 18
years. She continued to work as a home health aid until March of
this year. Harold passed away in 2014. Her step-children with
Harold are Kevin Corbin (Beth Corbin), Kelly Corbin (Dayna
Corbin); and grandchildren, Matt Corbin (Charissa Corbin), Mag-
gie Heron (Jason Heron), Kristi Raby (Andrew Raby), Brook
Corbin and Joey Corbin; and five great grandchildren.

A celebration of life will be held Saturday, Dec. 19, at 2 p.m., at
the Joe Place in Holly Springs Community. A short service will be
held outside. Bring a chair if necessary. Social distancing and
masks are encouraged. The Joe Place is located at the end of Corbin
Road.

Contributions in Dean’s memory may be made to Hospice
House Foundation of WNC in Franklin, N.C. The family also
thanks Hospice at Angel Community Hospital for their provision of
care to Dean.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is assisting the family during this
time.

Online condolences at www.moffittfamilyfuneralcare.com.

Claude William Hurst

Darlene Corbin

Claude William Hurst, 88, of
Franklin, N.C., went home to be
with his Lord on Sunday, Dec. 6,
2020.

He was born in Macon County,
the son of the late Joseph Daniel
and Ella Allen Hurst. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded in
death by his brothers, RL Allen,
Jay Hurst, and Carrol Hurst; and
his sisters, Margie Elmore, Alene
Holbrooks, and Eula Mason. He
worked many years as a meat cut-
ter, first working for Franklin
Frozen Foods and later working T
for Nantahala Meats. He was a Claude William Hurst
member at Sugarfork Baptist Church.

He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Mattie Jo Hurst; three
sons, William E. Hurst (Becky P), Richard E. Hurst (Becky R.)
and John J. Hurst, all of Franklin; three granddaughters, Crystal
Parker, Kristina Morales and Stephanie Hurst; seven great grand-
children, Savannah, Kandice, Cassidy and Lance Parker, Marco,
David and Brian Morales; along with several nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held on Wednesday, Dec. 9, at the Sug-
arfork Baptist Church cemetery. Rev. Gene Hawkins and Rev.
Steve Reeves officiated.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Gideons Interna-
tional, PO Box 372, Franklin, NC 28744.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Homer Wayne Bryson

Homer Wayne Bryson, 92, of
Franklin, N.C., passed away on
Thursday, Dec. 3, 2020.

A native of Macon County, he
was the son of the late Lawrence
and Lazelle Talley Bryson. In ad-
dition to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of 63
years, Evelyn “Eloise” Barnes
Bryson in 2019; two brothers,
Wymer Bryson and Wendell
Bryson; and a sister, Lois
Hawkins.

He was a lifelong resident of
Macon County and attended
Community Baptist Church. He
loved gardening, farming and could often be seen riding his John
Deere.

He is survived by a son, Denver Bryson (Penny) of Franklin;
four sisters, Opal McCall of Highlands, Doris Hicks of Highlands,
Gail Henry of Liberty, S.C., and Mae Ivester (Dennis) of Clayton,
Ga.; four grandchildren, Daniel Bryson (Naomi), David Bryson
(Robyn), Kristen Brown (Noland) and Taylor Lottes (Mickey);
and nine great grandchildren, Eli, Andy, Colin, Ava, Samuel,
Olivia, McLain, Lillie, and Jensen; and several nieces, nephews
and cousins.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. A private
graveside service will be held at the Addington Community Ceme-
tery.

Memorials can be made to the Hospice House Foundation of
WNC, PO Box 815, Franklin, NC 28744.

Online condolences at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Homer Wayne Bryson

Bruce Arthur Bennett

Bruce Arthur Bennett, 61, of
Franklin, N.C., went to his heavenly
home on Monday, Nov. 23, 2020. He
was born in Lakeland, Fla., on July
24, 1959 to Robert and Elizabeth
(Ann) Bennett of Franklin.

He worked as a custodian for the
Macon County School System for
more than 19 years. He enjoyed
camping, fishing and playing the bass
guitar, as well as gardening, working
around the house, traveling and con-
necting with people on the computer
and enjoyed reading his Bible.

In addition to his parents, he is
survived by his Wifepof 19 years, Bruce Arthur Bennett
Julie A. Bennett; brothers, David and Bonnie Bennett of Franklin,
and Robert and Shirley Bennett of Westminster S.C.; nieces,
Megan Bennett and Monica Turner; nephews, Eddie (Crystal) Ben-
nett, Charlie (Blesi) Bennett, Patrick (Stephani) Bennett, and Chris
(Sherri) Turner.

He worked as a custodian for the Macon County School Sys-
tem for more than 19 years. He enjoyed camping, fishing and play-
ing the bass guitar, as well as gardening, working around the house,
traveling and connecting with people on the computer and enjoyed
reading his Bible.

Funeral services were held Friday Nov. 27, in the chapel of
Macon Funeral Home with Rev. Davis Hooper and Rev. Ronnie
Branson officiating. Burial was at Cowee Baptist Church Ceme-
tery. The family will receive friends one hour prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions be made to
Cowee Baptist Church Cemetery Fund or to the Billy Graham
Training Center, Asheville N.C.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

View obituaries
online at

themaconcountynews.com

Shirley Jean Vogler

Shirley Jean Vogler, 84, formerly of New Smyrna Beach, Fla., went to
her heavenly home on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2020.

She was a retired high school cafeteria manager. She was a member of
Glencoe Baptist church in New Smyrna Beach as well as Cartoogechaye
Baptist Church, Franklin, N.C.

She was the loving wife of Jerrell Vogler who preceded her in death
along with mother, Phyllis Mosley, father, Theodore Norman, daughter,
April O’Connell.

She is survived by daughter, Katrina Gray as well as nieces and nephews
and grandchildren.

Graveside service will be held Friday, Dec. 11, at 11 a.m., at Woodlawn
Cemetery with Pastor Carson Gibson officiating.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the local Hospice.

Manufacturer of fine colognes

Invisible Accessories

Fragrances: $22 ea. 1.7 - 2 fl. Oz.

Evergreene « Ole Smokey * Parkway
Seasons ¢ Spring Water ¢ Vanilla Gold

Creams: $12 ea. 4 Oz.

Deluxe Butter Creme * Shea Butter Créme ¢ Goat Milk Lotion

Nathaniel Witherspoon 828.342.8689

Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

828-634-1966
668 Highlands Road e Franklin, NC

FORALIMITED TIME

We’'ll cover the tax on any
Hustler Pressure Washer or
Hustler Generators

HOURS:
Mon.-Tue
Thu.-Fri.
8am-5pm

SALES « SERVICE « RENTALS « PARTS

537 W. Main Street ¢ Franklin, NC
828-524-8911 « maconrentalco.com

Wed. & Sat.
8am-Noon

CORNERSTONE MEMORIALS

DOoYLE YORK, Owner
Located at Rabun Flea Market
(706) 746-2548

(706) 746-9977

Please Call For Appointment

(706) 746-2837
134 Market Circle « Rabun Gap, GA 30568



https://www.facebook.com/Moffitt-Family-Funeral-Care-106862304286764/
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
https://www.themaconcountynews.com
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2021 DAYTONA 500 to have
limited fan capacity; tradition
continues Sunday, Feb. 14

Reid Spencer —- NASCAR Wire Service

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — The 63rd Annual DAY-
TONA 500 will play host to a limited number of fans, but
The Great American Race will — as it has since 1959 — con-
tinue the tradition of the biggest event in all of motorsports,
delivering the pageantry, excitement and drama like nowhere
else in the world.

The reduced venue capacity for the 2021 NASCAR Cup
Series opener, set for Sunday, Feb. 14, as well as all events
part of DAYTONA Speedweeks Presented by AdventHealth
(Feb. 9-14), is due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and
is in accordance with enhanced safety protocols and proce-
dures to provide a safe environment for guests, NASCAR
competitors, employees and the local community.

“The DAYTONA 500 is one of the greatest spectacles in
all of sports, and fans from all over the world converge in
Daytona Beach to be a part of motorsport’s biggest day,”
said Daytona International Speedway President Chip Wile.
“While we won’t be able to have a capacity crowd here in
February, we are excited that we can host the DAYTONA
500 with those in attendance, as well as for the millions who
will tune in live on FOX.

“The Great American Race will once again have the aura
and atmosphere that fans have come to know and love. From
the pageantry of our pre-race festivities to the rumble of 40
engines roaring around the high banks, it’s the biggest stage
in motorsports.”

As a result of the seating capacity limitations, the Speed-
way will work to accommodate guests who have already
purchased tickets to the 2021 DAYTONA 500. To ensure so-
cial distancing between groups who will be in attendance,
many fans will be reseated in new locations. The reseating
process is expected to be complete by early January.

All guests will be screened before entering the facility and
will be required to wear face coverings while maintaining
six feet social distancing throughout their visit. Information
about your visit to Daytona International Speedway, includ-
ing all ticket options and safety protocols, can be found by
visiting www.DAYTONAS00.com/updates or calling 1-800-
PITSHOP.

Tickets for the remaining Speedweeks events, and a lim-
ited number of premium and extended-stay camping pack-
ages, are still available. Fans wishing to attend are
encouraged to make their plans early and secure their seats
or camping experience now. Excluding the DAYTONA 500
children 12 and under are FREE in the 100 level seating and
$10 in all other reserved seating. In addition to the DAY-
TONA 500, the rest of the fresh-look on-track Speedweeks
action includes:

— Tuesday, Feb. 9: 43rd Annual Busch Clash At DAY-
TONA (DAYTONA Road Course under the lights)

— Wednesday, Feb. 10: DAYTONA 500 Qualifying Pre-
sented By Kroger

NASCAR NEwS

Fewer fans will be at the Daytona 500 starting line than in past years. The reduced venue capacity is due to the ongoing pandemic.

—Thursday, Feb. 11: Duel At DAYTONA qualifying races

— Friday, Feb. 12: NextEra Energy 250 NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series race

— Saturday, Feb. 13: NASCAR Racing Experience 300
(NASCAR Xfinity Series) and Lucas Oil 200 Driven By
General Tire (ARCA Menards) doubleheader

Fans can stay connected with Daytona International
Speedway on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram for the latest
Speedway news throughout the season.

The NASCAR Foundation to Host Virtual

High Speed Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (Dec. 3,2020) — In 2021, The
NASCAR Foundation’s Betty Jane France Memorial High
Speed Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament traditionally held in
Daytona Beach during Daytona Speedweeks Presented by
AdventHealth will transition to a virtual partnership with
World Poker Tour®. The high stakes evening, hosted online
on January 13, will feature NASCAR Cup Series champi-
ons Brad Keselowski, Kyle Busch and Martin Truex, Jr.,
professional poker stars Maria Ho and Phil Hellmuth, and
actor Michael Rooker, among other celebrities and partici-
pants.

The final table will be streamed at a later date to be de-
termined, with Maria Ho serving as host and commentator.
A silent auction and donation drive will round out the event’s
programming.

“This year has certainly presented its challenges,” stated
The NASCAR Foundation Chairman Mike Helton. “But it

SQUID’S

Small Engine
Repair & Sales

Pick Up & Delivery Available.

828-342-5135

867 HIGHLANDS RD. e FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

has also created new opportunities and we are very excited
to host our first virtual poker tournament allowing greater
participation as we raise funds to help the children in our
racing communities.”

Utilizing the World Poker Tour’s online sweepstakes-
based poker platform, ClubWPT™ | the tournament will
allow for two playing styles to happen simultaneously — Sit
and Go tables and Multi-Tables. The final table will feature
six players including two NASCAR Cup Series drivers, one
professional poker player, one celebrity and two partici-
pants. Participating NASCAR Cup Series drivers will have
a chance to earn funds for their charities with the first place
finishing driver receiving a $25,000 donation, the second
place finishing driver a $15,000 donation and the third place
finishing driver a $10,000 donation.

“The World Poker Tour looks forward to extending its on-
line poker partnerships on ClubWPT with The NASCAR
Foundation for this event,” said Adam Pliska, CEO of the
World Poker Tour. “Philanthropy is top of mind at the
WPT®, and the WPT Foundation along with its $27 million
raised since 2012, is partnering with The NASCAR Foun-
dation to raise awareness for a great cause and provide a
safe environment to play.”

Proceeds from the tournament benefit The NASCAR
Foundation’s Speediatrics Children’s Fund, a program that
aims to provide health care resources and wellness programs
for children.

For more details on sponsorship opportunities and partic-
ipation, visit NASCARfoundation.org/poker.


https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
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Car crash victims honored with permanent
“Tree of Life’ on the State Capitol Grounds

A permanent ‘Tree of Life’ has been planted on the State
Capitol Grounds in downtown Raleigh, memorializing for-
ever all victims of roadway crashes across the state.

The historic move made was possible by the joint efforts
of the N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program, Depart-
ment of Natural and Cultural Resources, Department of In-
surance, MADDNC and hundreds of law enforcement, first
responders and volunteers. The tree immortalizes the an-
nual tradition, now in it's 23rd year; and the commitment to
the multi-agency work being done to eliminate roadway
deaths.

During an online ceremony (downloadable version
here) on Friday, Dec. 4, Governor Roy Cooper honored
crash victims while reaffirming his commitment to making
a better and safer North Carolina.

“Our first duties as leaders, is to keep North Carolinians
safe; whether it be from a pandemic, a hurricane, or dan-
gers on the highway,” said Governor Cooper.

“Roadway crashes take an emotional and physical toll on
families, friends, colleagues, communities and first respon-
ders, and it hurts our economy,” Governor Cooper shared.

The commitment from state leadership came with a chal-
lenge to the public to help leaders take up the cause of road-
way safety.

NCDOT Secretary Eric Boyette said during the service,
“As we remember those who we’ve lost, we plead with driv-
ers around our state to make safe decisions behind the
wheel. No distractions. No cell phones. No pills, smoking,
alcohol or other impairing substances while driving."

The ceremony included both the planting of a permanent
tree and a virtual candle-lighting spearheaded by
MADDNC.

MADD National President Helen Witty, whose own
daughter’s life was taken due to the actions of another be-
hind the wheel, was among the speakers.

Speaking of her family’s loss, Whitty said, “Helen Marie

was coming home and saw the car spinning toward her and
there as was nothing she could do but die. We were shattered
and we had to learn to live again and thank heavens MADD
was there to show me that I would not die of my grief and
that I could survive and that I could have a life of joy. And
so, this night is one where we are together, this is your safe
space.”

Jennifer Litchneger, director of MADD NC said, “Sadly,
1,470 people died on our roadways in 2019; 348 of those
were lost because of the 100% preventable crime of driving
while impaired. Each year DWI fatalities account for ap-
proximately one-third of all motor vehicle deaths on our
roadways.”

“Tonight we recognize the profound sense of loss with the
lighting of these candles before us,” said MADDNC Pro-
gram Specialist Lori Brown; as the group lit four candles
representing the grief, courage, memory and love reserved
for the fallen.

“Some of the fallen are law enforcement and first respon-
ders who tend North Carolina roadways daily,” said Guil-
ford County Sheriff Danny H. Rogers.

“As we honor those lost, we also recommit to removing
from our roadways those that would seek to compromise the
right to peaceful and safe passage of law-abiding citizens,”
Sheriff Rogers said.

N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program Director Mark
Ezzell, whose agency championed planting the permanent
tree said, “We close out this year’s ‘Tree of Life’ ceremony
with the unveiling of what we believe will be a beacon of
hope, and a haven for many in the years to come.”

The tree, with a permanent plaque displayed, is being lit
with a white beam representing all traffic crash victims, a
red beam recognizing victims of impaired driving, and a blue
beam in honor of law enforcement killed in traffic crashes.

The tree will remain lit until the end of the annual holiday
'Booze it & Lose It ' campaign, ending January 5, 2021.
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https://www.themaconcountynews.com
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
https://www.facebook.com/Action-Tire-107839201070391
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wour To_

Complete
Tree Removal

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Insured & Reliable * Call Us Today for FREE ESTIMATES

(828) 200-1052

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Musical [nstruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

i,

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons
Call Peter 1828)524-1010

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

CROSSWORD PUZZLE answers onPG. 15

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME:
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

ACROSS

1. "Lord of the Flies"
shell

6. *New Year's Eve
choice: Brut or Demi-

9. Get-out-of-jail
money

13. Convex molding
14.*" | Want for
Christmas..."

15. Sign of life

16. Redo, to a carpen-
ter

17.  Flying
acronym
18. Often-missed
humor

19. *Hanukkah toy
21.*  Santa, gift-
giving tradition

23. Ides mo.

24. Part of a hammer
25. Cook's leaf

28. "Hey!"

30. Brain's ____ sys-
tem

35. Revered one
37."___ Your Enthu-
siasm"

39. Capital of Egypt
40. Went by horse
41."l do" spot

43. *___ Sandler's
"Eight Crazy Nights"
44. Scary movie con-
sequence

46. Dexterity

47. Boundary line

48. Modern self-por-
trait

50. Superman's last
name

52. Actor's domain
53. Wild plum

55. Mama sheep

57. *I'l be home for
Christmas, if only in
my "

60. *African-American
celebration

64. Town news an-
nouncer

65. Charged particle
67. Elephant
poacher's ware

68. Give new guns
69. *The night before
Christmas

70. Present

71. *Like a Christmas
sweater, often

72. Uncooked

73.  Adherents  of

saucer

Sikhism

DOWN

1. Umbilical connection
2.*"Grandmagotrun ____ by
areindeer..."

3. *Santa's "cheeks were like
roses, his ____like a cherry"

4. Request to Geico

5. Carriage on top of elephant
6. Pulitzer winner Bellow

7. *Santa helper

8. Bring to an end

9. Jefferson's Vice President
10. Medicinal succulent

11. Negative contraction

12. Bovine hangout

15. Alfresco meal

20. Novelist Jong

22. Sushi restaurant choice
24. *Have a piece of Christ-
mas Goose, e.g.

25. *"Five golden rings, four
calling___..."

26. Dig intensely

27. Cry of the Alps

29. *Time for log

31. Address with apostrophe
32. Stays somewhere

33. About to explode

34. *Vixen follower

36. Table extension

38. Diamond's corner

42. Sign up again

45, Divest one of a gun
49. "Slippery" tree

51. Mark and Shania

54. Twig of a willow tree
56. End of a poem

57. Fortune-teller's residue
58. Iranian coin

59. Suggestive of the super-
natural

60. Was aware of

61. Fall asleep, with ‘out'
62. Foot part

63. Pirates' affirmatives
64. French vineyard

66. Female gametes


https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com
https://www.OmahaSteaks.com/family588
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Real Estate

FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 Lots
in Gated Community. Unre-
stricted, Long Range Views,
Good Roads, 6 Miles From
Town. (828)421-4582.

SMALL CABIN SUITE Suitable
for 1 Adult, All Amenities, Com-
pletely Furnished, Weekly,
Monthly and/or Lease requires
full-time employment. Non-
smoking/pets. $595 plus De-
posit. (828)342-4897.

CLASSIFIEDS in print and on-
line at themaconcountynews.
com

Misc. For Sale

DOWNSIZING Queen sofa
bed, very good condition, in-
cludes washable slipcover.
Free. (828)439-4151

HAVE MOVED Glass Curio
Cabinet. Glass Front/Sides.
Roomy Storage Drawer. New
$700+ asking $150 Negotiable.
(828)349-4151.

MILITARY SURPLUS BDU
Pants/Shirts, Boots, M65
Field Jackets Gortex, Park-
ers, Field Gear, Sleeping
Bags, Much More! (828)349-
3140.

FARMERS MARKET Fall Sea-
son 8am-Noon, every Saturday.
Please Come Out and Support
Your Local Framers Market. Fall
& Winter Vegetable, Honey,
Fresh Chicken, Artisan Breads,
Preserves, Handcrafted Soaps,
Eggs, Mushrooms. Large As-
sortment of Cookies. 200 Block
East Palmer.

GOT STUFF? Sell it in a Clas-
sified ad in The Macon County
News for as little as $8 per
week. Call (828)369-6767 for
details or email your ad to
maconcountynews@gmail.com

Motor Vehicles

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION
Parts: Bumpers, Fenders,
Headlights and Used Parts,
Motors, Transmissions, Ac-
cessories. Installation Avail-
able. Franklin Body Shop.
(828)524-7494.

VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALK-
ERS Needed at Macon County
Animal Services. 18 years and
older. Call Debbie (941)266-
7084.

Community Fundraisers Help Wanted

REACH FOR BARGAINS in
Heritage Hollow, open Tues.-
Sat. 10am-3pm. Benefits Vic-
tims of Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault in  Macon
County. Information call
(828)369-2040.

CARENET THRIFT STORE 45
Macon Center Dr., Franklin,
Open Tuesday and Thursda.
100% of proceeds benefit the
Mission of CareNet to help
bridge the gap during times of
crisis for families in Macon
County. (828)349-9064.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W
Palmer St., Franklin. Furniture,
Lighting, Plumbing, Building
Materials, Doors & Windows,
Appliances & More! (828)524-
5273. Sylva Re-Store, 1315 W.
Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours
for both Stores
Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat. 10-4pm.

PAINTING & STAINING Resi-
dential, Interior/Exterior, Re-
paint, Pressure Washing,
Deck Repair, Locally Owned
& Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excel-
lent References, Free
Estimates, Insured, Chandler
Contracting. (828)369-5104,
(828)226-3792.

FOR YOUR WINTER DRAFTS
Painting, Remodeling, Fix
Everything. Call Tony (828)200-
7570 or (828)526-5984 Leave
Message.

OLD EDWARDS INN & Spa,
Highlands NC. Housekeeping
and Dishwashing starting at
$13 per hour. Now recruiting for
Housekeepers, Houseman,
2nd Shift Laundry, Turndown
Attendants, Dishwashers,
Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook,
Assistant Farm  Manager,
Servers, Bussers, Host/Host-
ess, Old Edwards Inn Rooms
Manager, Front Desk, Bellman,
Night Audit, Fithess Manager,
Spa Attendants, Cosmetolo-
gist. Benefits offered after 90
days employment. Apply on-
line: www.oldedwardsinn.
com/careers

COMPANION HEALTH CARE
is needing CNA'’s, special op-
portunities are available with
this position. Call Donna for
more information, it will be
worth the call. (828)524-6444.

LEGAL SECRETARY/ PARA-
LEGAL For Immediate Hire at
Coward, Hicks & Siler- Sylva,
est. 1951. www.cowardhick-
sandsiler.com.Duties include
preparing documents for real es-
tate closings, civil litigation, es-
tate matters, and managing
client files. Attention to detail, or-
ganized, excellent communica-
tion skills, ability to work
independently and as a team,
and exceptional customer serv-
ice skills are a must. Candidate
should be proficient at SoftPro,
Microsoft products, and Word
perfect. We Are Willing To Train
the right candidate. Email re-
sume to emontoya@chspa.com.

SOLID FOUNDATION INC. is
Seeking Skilled Carpenter and
Carpenters Helper. Must have
own Transportation, Tools, Ref-
erences Needed. Call (828)369-
3894.

ALL PHASES of Remodeling,
Trim, Paint, Decks, Furniture
Finishing and Repair, 30 Years
of Experience. Call (828)421-
8639.

MOUNTAIN AREA PROP-
ERTY Services, Cleaning Pack-
ing Organizing & Other
Household Services. Great Ref-
erences. (828)550-4585.

NEW CREATIONS Landscap-
ing LLC. Landscaping Proj-
ects, Cleanup, Annual Color,
Mulch, Pine Straw, Aerating,
Fertilizing, Hardscapes,
Steps, Retaining Walls, Grad-
ing, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More!
Licensed & Insured, Free Es-
timates (828)524-6959.

CRANE BROS. WELL
Drilling, 6” Drilled Wells for
Farms, Homes and Indus-
tries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin.
(828)524-4976.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Re-
modeling, Pressure Washing,
Painting, Home Repairs, 28
Years Experience in WNC.
Home (828)349-9087, Cell
(828)371-9754.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and
scissor sharpening Mon-Sat.
Kitchen Sink Inc. 72 E. Main
Street, Franklin (828)524-2956.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS
Carpentry, Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning, Decks, Dry-
wall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of
any kind. 40 Years, Fast/Rea-
sonable/Reliable.  (828)332-
7247.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE RE-
PAIR & Service, 867 Highlands
Rd., by Franklin Flea Market.
(828)342-5135.

C & C PUMPS Well Pump
Sales, Service & Installations.
Iron Removal Filter Systems.
Call David Cheek (828)369-
5176.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING
Hydroseed, Driveways, Roads,
Hauling, Land Clearing, Chip-
per. Install Septic Systems, Re-
taining Walls, Rock Work,
Boulders, Patio, Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793
Excellent References.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT
Cleaning and Repair. New In-
stallation, Leaf Guards. No
Job Too Small, Free Esti-
mates. (828)524-5475.

themaconcountynews.com

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!

RV & TRUCK ACCESSORIES
WINDOW TINT « WEATHERTECH
AND MANY

MORE NAME
BRANDS

9957 Georgia Rd.
Otto, NC

In Ottosince 19981 828-349-4500

828-524-7773

highlandernc.com

Franklin, NC - Five Day Forecast
THUR FRI SAT SUN MON

66°/29° 61°/40° 57°/36° 54°/27° 46°/24°

...I1s looking for a few good folks
to join our dynamic team!

We have openings for
3-11 RN Supervisor,
Licensed Nurses, CNAs,
Housekeeper,
Dietary Manager
and Dietary Cook / Aides.

New pay structure offered
along with a SIGN ON BONUS
for Licensed Nurses and CNAs.
Come check us out.

3195 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC



https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
https://www.themaconcountynews.com
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—— PRE-OWNED VEHICLES —

YEAR
2017
2018
2020
2018
2014
1997
2020
2018
2018
2018
2015
2019
2020
1972
2019
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2017
2020
2017
2018
2015
2018
2019

2019
2017
2014

2014
2019
2004
2019
2019
2019
2004
2017
2015
2017
2016
2016
2019

2018
2019
2019
19
2019
2018
2020

8

2017
2019
2019
2018
2018

MAKE
Buick
Cadillac
Cadillac
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
CHEVROLET
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Dodge
Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford

Ford
FORD
Ford
GMC
GMC
GMC
GMC
GMC
HARLEY DAVIDSON
Hyundai
Hyundai
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep

Kia

Land Rover
Mazda
Mercedes-Benz
Mitsubishi
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
POLARIS
RAM
RAM
Subaru
Toyota
Toyota
Toyota
Toyota

MODEL

Encore

CT6

Escalade
Camaro
Camaro
Camaro
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
CORVETTE
Cruze

Equinox
Equinox
Equinox
Impala

Malibu

Malibu
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 1500
Silverado 2500HD
Silverado 2500HD
Suburban
Suburban
Traverse
Traverse
Traverse
Traverse

Trax

Trax

Grand Caravan
Edge

Explorer
Explorer

F-150

F-150

F-150

F-150

F-150

F-250

F-250
MODELA
Ranger

Sierra 1500
Sierra 1500
Sierra 1500
Terrain

Yukon XL
ROAD KING
Elantra

Tucson
Cherokee
Liberty
Renegade
Wrangler
Wrangler Unlimited
Sorento

Range Rover Sport
CX-5

Metris
Outlander
Frontier
Pathfinder
Rogue

Sentra
SLINGSHOT SL
1500

1500 Classic
Forester
Corolla

Corolla
Tacoma
Tacoma

MILES
43,236
29,695
26,141
8,360
104,018
16,606
4,769
40,758
13,389
37,779
52,137
3,087
884
91,171
14,078
26,234
21,036
48,398
8,465
41,816
66,094
11,584
41,705
51,696
85,479
34,952
9,139
11,559
123,077
6,147
71,489
4,832
29,946
112,779
101,068
91,551
17,683
37,686
10,745
1,156
102,307
45478
49,223
229,025
23,354
73,912
27,491
25,711
130,566
190,904
233,137
78,269
2,749
43,356
54,681
16,220
82,762
37,969
9,778
36,506
36,252
9,020
130,007
48,579
69,479
88,737
73,214
55,302
36,819
57,001
49,313
39,039
36,059
39,871
38,658
1,502
25,556
18,621
44,665
35,775
27,529
35,770
13,859



https://WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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