
A statewide recount of more than five million ballots cast
in North Carolina’s Supreme Court chief justice contest will
begin later this week.

The recount likely will take several days in some coun-
ties, and county boards of elections must complete their re-
counts by Wednesday, Nov. 25. It is North Carolina’s first
statewide recount since the 2016 state auditor’s race, which
confirmed the results in that contest.

Democrat Cheri Beasley requested the recount in a letter
to the State Board of Elections on Tuesday. Beasley trails
Republican Paul Newby by fewer than 400 votes out of
nearly 5.4 million cast in the race for the state’s highest
court. That puts the race within the 10,000-vote threshold
for the trailing candidate to demand a recount.

“We cannot express enough gratitude for the hard work of
our county boards of elections, who continue to ensure ac-
curate and fair results in this election,” said Karen Brinson
Bell, executive director of the State Board of Elections. “Re-
counts are an important part of the elections process that help
guarantee voters’ wishes are realized in the closest of con-
tests.”

On Monday night, the State Board of Elections issued
guidance to the county boards of elections on the recount
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Statewide recount in
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New businesses under construction in Franklin
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Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

Fred Goldsmith, longtime
school board member made an an-
nouncement at Monday night’s
school board meeting that he will
be moving to Georgia due to fam-
ily matters that he had to take care
of.  His resignation from his posi-
tion with the school board was ef-
fective immediately. Goldsmith
spoke about his tenure with the
board. He reminisced that he first
walked into the building in 2001.
He said that it had been one of the greatest experiences of his
life to serve on the board and was astounded about how
many of the staff wear so many hats. Goldsmith also said
that he was disappointed that the prospects for a new high
school never came to fruition.  

“Since I’m not running for re-election I’m going to come
right out and say it, we need to raise the taxes,” said Gold-
smith. “The high school has cost us a fortune to maintain.  It
cost a fortune to repair the middle school rather than to

Countryside Chevrolet held its annual Toys for Tots Cruise In and Benefit Saturday Nov. 14 at the dealership on Cat Creek Road.
Santa and his dog Boo Boo (above) presided over the effort to collect toys for needy children for Christmas. For more photos and
collection totals, see page 12. Photo by Betsey Gooder

See DISTRICT 120 page 4

Fred Goldsmith

Goldsmith resigns; board 
will appoint replacement

See GOLDSMITH page 2

School system to revamp 
student AIG assessments  

Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer

The purpose of the Academically or
Intellectually Gifted (AIG) Program is to provide an ap-
propriately challenging educational program for students
who perform, or show potential for performing, at remark-
ably high levels of accomplishment when compared to oth-
ers of their age, experience, or environment. All Macon
County students in grades 3 and above are screened and
evaluated yearly for giftedness in math and/or reading using
a universal screener.

“Intellectually Gifted”  means  a child whose  intellec-
tual abilities, creativity, and potential for achievement are so
outstanding that the child's needs exceed differentiated gen-
eral education programming, adversely affects educational
performance, and requires specifically designed instruction
or support services. Several tests are used to determine
whether a child falls into the "gifted" criteria. 

At the Macon County School Board meeting on Monday
Night, Jennifer Love, STEM Coordinator, K-12 Academi-
cally /Intellectually Gifted Coordinator, stated that in the
past, the BOG (beginning of grade) and the EOG (end of
grade) tests were given in third grade as assessments used

Deadlines for advertising
in the Thanksgiving issue:

Classifieds - Thursday, Nov. 19, Noon
Display - Thursday, Nov. 19, 5pm

Publication date: Tuesday, Nov. 24



THE MACON COuNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GuIDE2 THuRSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020VOLUME 38    NUMBER 27

We Can Help You
with a new plan or help you renew your existing plan at

no additional cost to you. You only pay the plan premiums.

We Represent All
the major carriers and products available
in Macon County and surrounding areas.

Call Now!
We are booking appointments for all Medicare

beneficiaries and under 65 customers.

Changes take effect January 1, 2021

HEALTH INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
OPEN ENROLLMENT IS NOW!!!!

>  Under 65 (Tax Credit Eligible) Plans: November 1 - December 15.
>  For most people, this is the only time of year to enroll or change.

KKEEVVIINN CCOORRBBIINN
CORBIN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC
(828) 524-7799 • thecorbinagency.com

Medicare Plans and Part D: October 15 – December 7

Continued from page 1RECOUNT
guidance to the county boards of elections on the recount process. 

County boards of elections may begin recounting ballots on
Thursday or sooner if they meet the 48-hour public notice re-
quirement.

All 100 county boards of elections will conduct recounts of their
ballots by running them through tabulators. The counties are re-
sponsible for recount costs. Counties with recounts for local con-
tests may conduct them at the same time.

Candidates, the media and the general public may attend the re-
count meetings, subject to space limitations and social distancing
requirements. However, use of video or still cameras by the pub-
lic inside the recount room while the recount is in progress is not
permitted because of the statutory prohibition on photographing or
videotaping individual ballots.

To view 2020 general election results, go to https://er.ncsbe.gov/

Continued from page 1GOLDSMITH
maintain it.  The high school is way way beyond that! We have
had congenial relationships with the county commissioners
and they have helped. They’ve been there for us. I’m saying
this as a Macon County taxpayer, who remains a Macon
County taxpayer.  Our students deserve better. People come to
Macon who want to start small businesses and jobs and things
like that and they look at the education system, and the med-
ical situation.” 

He felt that the county should get back to where it was be-
fore the recession in regards to taxes.   

A special called school board meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, Nov. 30, at 9 a.m. to appoint a replacement for Fred Gold-
smith.

Continued from page 1
AIG STUDENTS
in this determination. Subject grades and an aptitude test were
also used, which Love says were not substantial enough to de-
termine proper placement.  Last year, due to COVID 19 re-
strictions, the EOG test was not able to be given to students
due to the schools closure in March.  This school year teach-
ers are using other assessments to help determine gifted eligi-
bility.  

Moby Max is an assessment that is now being used. Moby
Max is a program used as a diagnostic tool in Mathematics.
The ITBS (Iowa test of basic skills), which will be given to 5th
graders next year, and the Cogat (cognitive abilities test) will
also be given to students as part of the determination process.
Another assessment is the Renzulli Scales, which are designed
to obtain teacher estimates of a student's characteristics in the
following areas: Learning, Creativity, Motivation, Leadership,
Artistic, Musical, Dramatics, Communication (Precision),
Communication (Expressiveness), Planning, Mathematics,
Reading, Technology and Science.  This assessment was de-
veloped by Joseph Renzulli, an educational psychologist, and
is a Three Ring Conception of Giftedness, a developmental ap-
proach that has revolutionized gifted and talented identifica-
tion. The Three  "Rings"   include: Above Average Ability,
Creativity and Task Commitment. 

Yet another assessment is the KTEA (Kaufman Test of Ed-
ucational Achievement.) KTEA-3 is an individually adminis-
tered  measure  of academic achievement, a comprehensive
assessment that evaluates key reading, maths, written lan-
guage, and oral language skills.  Jennifer Love is in the process
of sending the new criteria to  the North Carolina Department
of Public Instruction, for approval. 

"In North Carolina every county is able to determine what
criteria they feel is needed to achieve the best assessment re-
sults,” Love explained.   

As long as  it gets approved, Love feels confident that the
assessments will be comprehensive enough to make a proper
decision for placement into the gifted program.  To be deemed
eligible for the "gifted" program, students must score in the
96th percentile or above on one assessment or the 92nd per-
centile or above on two criteria assessment.  Another way a
student would become eligible for the "gifted" program is if he
or she scored a total of 14 points on the assessment matrix,
which is made up of several tests. 

Why is AIG  important?
Gifted education programs and strategies benefit gifted and

talented students longitudinally, helping students increase as-
pirations for college and careers, determine post-secondary
and career plans, develop creativity and motivation that is ap-
plied to later work, and achieving more advanced degrees.
Currently in North Carolina, a teacher can add Academically
Gifted as an area to his or her license only if fully licensed in
another area.

Macon County Schools, serves students that are deemed to
be "gifted" in third and fourth grades, with enrichment through
class "pullouts" in either math, reading or both. Critical think-
ing along with research skills are taught as part of the enrich-
ment process. In grade five, students meeting gifted criteria
are placed into an accelerated class where all subjects are
taught by an AIG certified teacher.  The Macon County
Schools website is loaded with information regarding the AIG
program. Anyone interested in learning more about what
Macon Schools has to offer is encouraged to seek information
on that site. Jennifer Love is the STEM Coordinator, K-12 Ac-
ademically/intellectually Gifted Coordinator, and can be
reached at 828-524-3314 x 1015 for further information.

https://www.thecorbinagency.com
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MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC         

(828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

$599*
Queen Sets
Starting at 

*See store for details. Copyright 2019 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://www.MaconFurnitureMart.com
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Give Thanks

CCeelleebbrraattee TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg wwiitthh 
aa ccuurrbbssiiddee ppiicckk--uupp DDiinnnneerr..

AAvvaaiillaabbllee TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg DDaayy,, 
TThhuurrssddaayy,, NNoovveemmbbeerr 2266 •• NNoooonn -- 22 PPMM

First Presbyterian Church
26 Church Street • Franklin, NC

Enter Church Street from Iotla St.
& exit onto Harrison Ave.

DDrriivveerrss mmaayy rreemmaaiinn 
iinn tthheeiirr ccaarrss.. 

VVoolluunntteeeerrss wwiillll hhaanndd 
ooffff ppaacckkaaggeedd mmeeaallss.. 

NNoo aaddvvaanncceedd 
rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss nneeeeddeedd!!

Plans for SCC burn building undergo yet another change 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Leaders of Southwestern Community Col-
lege first approached the Macon County
Board of Commissioners in 2016 about the de-
cision to construct a new burn building train-
ing facility in Macon County as part of the
Public Safety Training Center. 

The burn building, which is located in the
Industrial Park, is a three-story pre-cast con-
crete and masonry brick structure supported
by a slab on grade concrete foundation. 

Cost to rebuild the burn building has varied
from year to year since 2016, with money
being put into appraisals, designs, assess-
ments, evaluations and more. The original
projection was that a new burn building would
cost $2 million, with Macon County provid-
ing $500,000 toward that total cost. 

The burn building is now 30 years old, with
Macon County last providing funding to re-
place burn panels in 2016 after flooding dam-
age. 

In addition to the burn building being used
by SCC students, it is the only training facil-
ity west of Asheville for local fire departments
to utilize for mandatory training. Departments
are able to use the facility for training needs,
free of charge. Macon County is home to 284
volunteer firefighters who have access to the
facility for training. 

SCC Board of Trustees voted to place the
burn building replacement on the priority list
to receive funding from the Connect NC
Bond, which was passed by referendum in
2016 in a statewide vote. Revenue from the
bond can cover 100 percent of renovation
projects, but counties are required to pay a

portion of new construction projects.

September 2016
Originally in 2016, SCC estimated replac-

ing the burn building would cost $1.9 million
of the bond revenue with Macon County
being required to contribute another
$475,000.

In an attempt to potentially save taxpayer
dollars, Macon leaders wanted the engineer to
review whether the existing building could be
renovated, rather than completely rebuilt. The
engineering firm reported that it could not
propose or recommend repairs with any de-

gree of engineering certainty to extend the
building’s life by 10 years.

“The building is subject to harsh conditions
that will result in further deterioration of the
masonry brick walls and recast concrete pan-
els. [It] is doubtful any proposed remedial
work would extend the service life for an ad-
ditional 10 years,” the report said.

During discussions at the time, Commis-
sioner Ronnie Beale noted his concern with
how frequently the building is used by agen-
cies outside of Macon County. At the time it
was anticipated that Macon County would be
responsible for the $475,000 match required
to rebuild the facility, even though outside
agencies using the building for training make
up the majority of those who use the facility.

“Basically, we are going to have to pay the
bill for this, and fire departments from six or
seven counties come to use it for free,” said
Beale in 2016.

While SCC has identified a burn building as
a priority, nothing in place mandates such a
building. The community college’s fire train-
ing program does rely on it for the required
course work. 

November 2016
During the November meeting of the board

of commissioners in  2016, the conversation
on the burn building continued, but focus
shifted. SCC informed Macon County that
SCC deemed that a science building in Jack-
son County was a priority for the Connect NC
Bond funding, and Jackson County commis-
sioners would be providing matching funds
through an education specific sales tax for the
project. 

Because the community college’s priority
shifted to the Jackson County campus, com-
missioners learned that more financial contri-
bution was needed by Macon County
commissioners for the burn building since
SCC planned to put more money into the Jack-
son campus. 

The new burn building was still projected
to cost around $2 million, and like the project

in Jackson County, would require a match
from Macon County to utilize bond funds.
While the state only requires the county to
provide a 25 percent match for capital proj-
ects funded through the bond, SCC asked
Macon County to consider providing the col-
lege with 42 percent of the funding to build
the burn building they had designed. 

SCC also wanted the 42 percent to be cash,
while Macon County wanted to use other av-
enues, such as property to meet the 25 per-
cent match.

Originally, SCC’s plan was to construct a
new burn building in the same location of the
current building, at the Industrial Park in Macon
County. No new property would be needed in
that scenario, however, SCC’s master plan, ac-
tually moves the burn building to the current
SCC Macon Campus over the next few years.

Macon County Manager Derek Roland
noted that the county owns the property
around SCC’s Macon Campus so to fall in
line with the college’s master plan, and to
meet the state required 25 percent match,
Roland proposed the county giving SCC 12
acres of land rather than a cash match.

SCC’s  Dr. Don Tomas said that while the
land would be appreciated, what SCC needs
is dollars to fund the project.

August 2017
From November 2016 until August 2017,

various studies and appraisals were con-
ducted and the debate back and forth contin-
ued. By August 2017, SCC  had $1.5 million
in state funds to put into a new burn building
on the Macon campus. By 2017, Macon
County had confirmed that a portion of
Macon County’s $500,000 could come from
matching funds in the form of land and com-
missioners agreed to move forward with get-
ting an appraisal on six acres of land on the
Macon campus of SCC to go toward the
county’s matching requirements.

Both Macon County and SCC were in
agreement that the six acres would be suffi-
cient to house the new Public Safety Train-
ing Facility and that Macon County would be
providing a 25 percent match for the Connect
NC Bond, with a portion of that funding com-
ing from the land donation. 

February 2018
By 2018, additional evaluations and land

surveys, as well as changes in design to the
proposed burn building, the cost of Macon
County’s commitment to SCC for a new burn
building went from $500,000 in a mix of cash
and land to Macon County Commissioners
voting to approve up to $1.3 million in the
next fiscal year to be used as matching funds
for the project.

By February 2018, the projected cost of the
project was now approximately $2.7 million.
The SCC Board of Trustees approved the use
of $1.4 million of “Connect NC” Bond
money from the state and Macon County
Commissioners approved $1.3 million to go
toward construction costs. Previously Macon
County transferred six acres of land adjacent

Macon County has been home to a training facility known as a burn building for going on 30
years. Area fire fighters and emergency personnel train at the property at no charge. Plans have
been in the works to replace the compromised structure since 2016.         Photo by Vickie Carpenter

See BURN BUILDING page 6
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330
Encore
Encore
CT6
Escalade
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Camaro
Camaro
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Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
Colorado
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CORVETTE
Cruze
Equinox
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Malibu
Silverado 1500
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Silverado 1500
Silverado 2500HD
Sonic
Suburban
Suburban
Suburban
Tahoe
Tahoe
Traverse
Traverse
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EcoSport
Edge
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F-150
F-150
F-150
F-150
F-250
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MODELA
Ranger
Acadia
Sierra 1500
Sierra 1500
Sierra 1500
Terrain
Terrain
Yukon XL
ROAD KING
Ridgeline
Elantra
Tucson
Cherokee
Patriot
Renegade
Wrangler Unlimited
Range Rover Sport
CX-5
Metris
Armada
Frontier
Pathfinder
Rogue
Sentra
1500
1500
1500 Classic
SL1
Forester
Camry
Corolla
Corolla
Tacoma
Tacoma
Tacoma

MAKE
BMW
Buick
Buick
Cadillac
Cadillac
Cadillac
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
CHEVROLET
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Chevrolet
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
Ford
FORD
Ford
GMC
GMC
GMC
GMC
GMC
GMC
GMC
HARLEY DAVIDSON
Honda
Hyundai
Hyundai
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Jeep
Land Rover
Mazda
Mercedes-Benz
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
Nissan
RAM
RAM
RAM
Saturn
Subaru
Toyota
Toyota
Toyota
Toyota
Toyota
Toyota

YEAR
2006
2015
2017
2018
2020
2020
2018
2014
1997
2020
2018
2018
2018
2015
2019
1972
2019
2018
2018
2018
2018
2018
2020
2017
2018
2015
2018
2019
2015
2015
2017
2016
2017
2016
2010
2015
2017
2018
2018
2020
2018
2019
2018
2020
2016
2018
2018
2016
1999
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2019
2013
2017
2014
2020
2014
2016
2019
2004
2019
2019
2019
2019
2013
2017
2017
2016
2019
2017
2018
2019
2019
2019
2019
2020
2016
2020
2000
2017
2019
2019
2019
2018
2018
2020

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

Thank you all for a wonderful
turn out for Toys for Tots.

It was a great day for everyone.

https://www.WWW.COUNTRYSIDECHEVY.COM
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Well, you’ve always wondered what we do at LIBERTY WOOD PRODUCTS

WE
SPECIALIZE IN:

We can
accommodate

any budget
from thrifty to
fully custom.

• Modular Cabinetry
• Custom Cabinetry
• Closets
• Doors
• Flooring
• Paneling
• Mouldings & Trim.

Give us a call for your special project today.

LibertyWoodProducts.net
874 Iotla Church Road

Franklin, NC 28734

828-524-7958

Producer of top of the
line wood products
for over 20 years

LIBERTY WOOD PRODUCTS

To Joan, my angel, my wife
As a small boy, I prayed to the Good Lord to give me my angel. Time
passed, I ended up in a naval hospital in St. Albans, Long Island. As a
patient there, she was my angel, a beautiful long-legged dream. 0e

girls from Brooklyn came to the hospital to visit the patients coming
back from Korea. 0ey were called U.S.O. Ladies.

Well, you know I had to meet her. And the bell rang, she was it, I was
all in. A while went by courting her. Finally, I asked her father, a retired

N.Y. police o/cer, permission to marry her. He gave me his blessing,
and my angel said yes. 0ank God!

Well, that was 68 years ago of love from my angel. To my angel, thank
you for giving me a dream life, your special love, your devotion. I

turned 90 and you make me feel like a kid. So, my angel, hows about 68
years more of that love and those wonderful hugs and kisses. I am

ready for more of your love! So, put your hand in mine, and let’s go!

Your loving, devoted husband,

Bill T.

to SCC’s Cecil Groves Center and the Macon
County Library in Franklin for the project.
The value of the land, which was $335,000,
was credited by the state toward the matching
requirement for the use of the NC Connect
Bond money and any future state funds that
might require matching funds from the
county.

November 2018
Macon County Commissioners made the

decision to spend $30,000 to contract with a
firm to conduct a Space Needs Analysts to
get a comprehensive look at all county build-
ings and space and evaluate availability and
needs to rank future projects. 

December 2019
The report looked at 26 different buildings

currently owned by the county and provided
recommendations for re-use, renovation,
and/or demolition when considering growth
projects over the next 20 years. 

The report did find that in addition to need-
ing a few new facilities, the county is also
well positioned to consolidate and rework
several existing properties to ensure efficient
ongoing operations.

The analysis also suggested relocating the
housing department and renovating the Na-

tional Guard Armory building, which was
gifted to Macon County. The building, which
came at no cost to Macon County, was ap-
praised at $2.9 million. 

November 2020
Like everything else, when the COVID19

Pandemic hit, the review of the Space Needs
Analysis took to the back burner and is an-
ticipated to be taken up by the county com-
mission during their mid-year review in
January. The National Guard Armory became
essential for the county during 2020 being
used for multiple things to help during the
pandemic. 

Dr. Tomas spoke to Macon County Com-
missioners Tuesday night and asked for the
burn building to once again be relocated and
the project be moved from the anticipated
new Public Safety Complex at the Cecil
Groves Macon Campus, back to the Macon
County Industrial Park. 

Commission Chair Jim Tate suggested that
Macon County enter into a longterm 25 year
lease with SCC to allow them to use the Na-
tional Guard Armory for classrooms and
space for the Public Safety Training Center.
Tate said that ideally, the lease of that build-
ing could replace some of the $1.3 million al-
located as the county’s matching grant for the
Connect NC Bond to construct the burn
building in a gravel lot near the current burn
building. 

Beale said he was adamantly against that

decision as the National Guard Armory has
proven to be beneficial to Macon County res-
idents during the pandemic and because the
county just came in possession of the build-
ing this year with the potential use and ben-
efit to taxpayers still unknown. 

Commissioner Gary Shields, who sits on
the SCC Board of Trustees agreed with Beale
and asked to table a decision regarding the
armory until the county could review the
Space Needs Analysis to see what is best use
for that space. 

Tate said that Macon County has been de-
bating the burn building for years and did not
want to prolong a decision any longer and
pushed for a vote. 

Commissioner Karl Gillespie, who also
serves as a board member on the Southwest-
ern Community College Board of Trustees
and whose last meeting as a commissioner
was Tuesday night, made a motion to enter
into a lease with SCC for the Armory. Com-
missioner Paul Higdon seconded the motion
and Tate voted in favor as well. 

Beale and Shields voted against the meas-
ure. Both Beale and Shields said that leasing
the armory may be the best use of the prop-
erty, but giving away a $2.9 million building
without more research seemed premature. 

“We don’t even know if the lease or the
building can be used as the county’s match
for SCC’s bond to build the burn building,”
said Beale. “If it can’t then we would still
need to give them the $1.3 million as well.” 

Tate noted that statutorily the county is re-
sponsible for providing maintenance and up-
keep on SCC facility buildings and it’s well
known that the armory needs repairs, so if all
or part of the $1.3 million is still needed, the
county’s contribution for repairs to the ar-
mory could potentially serve that purpose. 

Shields said while he agreed, he would
prefer to wait until the county knows for sure. 

Beale also noted that the value of a $2.9
million gift to the taxpayers being given
away to the college, which serves a small
portion of Macon County taxpayers did not
seem fair, noting that even if the building was
not used by the county and another depart-
ment, the sale of the building could generate
revenue for taxpayers. The sale of the prop-
erty to a private buyer would also mean the
property, valued at $2.9 million would being
generate a hefty annual property tax, which
currently the county does not benefit from as
SCC property and county owned property do
not contribute to the property tax base. 

Despite Beale and Shields’ objections, the
motion passed. 

Macon County will lease the armory build-
ing to SCC for 25 years. The burn building
will now be constructed near the original
building at the Industrial Park, and in the
event that the lease cannot account for the
$1.3 million matching portion for the Con-
nect NC Bond funding, the county will pro-
vide the funding through renovations and
repairs to the armory. 

BURN BUILDING
Continued from page 4

https://www.facebook.com/LibertyWoodProducts
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...is looking for a few good folks
to join our dynamic team!

We have openings for
3–11 RN Supervisor,

Licensed Nurses, CNAs,
Housekeeper,

Assistant Dietary Manager
and Dietary Cook / Aides.

New pay structure offered
along with a SIGN ON BONUS

for Licensed Nurses and CNAs.
Come check us out.

3195 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC

Apply in person Mon – Fri, 10am – 4pm,
visit www.maconvalley.com to request
more information, or call 828-524-7806.

Zonta to take part in Christmas parade 
to bring awareness of domestic violence

Zonta is an international organization committed to giving
women opportunities to improve their lives and reach their
full potential. Zonta Says No to violence against women.

Beginning on Nov. 25 and ending on Human Rights Day
on Dec. 10, Zonta clubs throughout the world are bringing
attention to abuses against women with the international
Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women campaign dur-
ing the Sixteen Days of Activism.

To heighten
awareness in
western North
Carolina, the
Zonta Club of
the Franklin
Area will be tak-
ing part in the
Franklin Christmas Parade on Sunday, Nov. 29, at 3 p.m.
The Zonta Club of the Franklin Area supports organizations
such as REACH in Macon County and the Center for Do-
mestic Peace, their sister organization in Jackson County.
For more information see Zonta Franklin NC on Facebook
or visit their website zontafranklinnc.org.

State laws and trends
In North Carolina 1 in 5 murders are committed by the

domestic partners of the victims and 8 out of 10 of those vic-
tims are women. Over half of these are shootings. (Preven-

tion in the form of regulations is lax, but penalties are high:
killing your partner can be charged as first-degree murder.)

Risk factors for domestic violence are varied, but they in-
clude young girls becoming brides. A recent report from
Drew Reisinger, the Buncombe County Register of Deeds,
highlights the problem of North Carolina’s marriage laws.
Fourteen-year-old girls who are pregnant may marry in
North Carolina; other girls can be married at 15. Reisinger

has seen mid-
dle-aged men
and such girls
come from
out of state to
marry here -
a very dis-
turbing fact.

More than 32,000 people sought protective orders in
North Carolina in 2018. That’s 32,000 people, overwhelm-
ingly women, at risk. As are their families. Children in vio-
lent or otherwise abusive households are 5 times as likely to
be abused or neglected themselves.

And in this time of Covid-19 domestic violence is on the
rise.

The Zonta Club of the Franklin Area is open to all with the
goal of improving the lot of women and girls, both in West-
ern North Carolina and throughout the world and welcomes
membership enquiries.

            
             


               
             

              


                
                  

              
             

         


   

                  
                   

                



               
             

               
                

                


              
              
             


            


                    
              

 


https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
https://www.pardeehospital.org/classes-events
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Mountain 
Medical Directory
Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/

Oral Cancer Screening
• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now

Available!

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.
A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

If you value your
eye sight, trust a
Board Certified
Ophthalmologist.

Dr. Shaller is accepting new patients.
Cataract, Glaucoma & Diabetic Evaluations.
Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral

Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734

828.369.4236
FAX 828.369.0753

WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

ACA Open Enrollment runs through Dec. 15  
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Since the implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA),
more than 20 million Americans have been enrolled in insur-
ance plans, many of whom qualify for federal tax credits that
make insurance more affordable. Open enrollment is a time to
make changes to your health insurance plan or to buy a differ-
ent one. 

Open Enrollment for the Affordable Care Act is in full swing,
with deadlines to apply or change an insurance plan quickly ap-
proaching. Kevin Corbin, who owns and operates two Blue
Cross and Blue Shield locations in North Carolina and South
Carolina talked about the process and what people need to
know. 

“There are currently two different Open Enrollment periods
going on,” Corbin said. “For Medicare recipients, they can enroll
or change their current health care plans until Dec. 7. Then, for in-
dividuals who are under 65 and are enrolling in standard insurance
plans under the Affordable Care Act, the deadline is Dec. 15.”

Open enrollment for plans through the Affordable Care Act
started Nov. 1 and runs through Dec. 15, 2020. In order to get
coverage to start on Jan. 1, participants will need to select a plan
by Dec. 15.

Corbin said if you are happy with your current insurance plan,
then you can keep it as long as it is still being offered. 

“If you are happy with your coverage, than you don’t have to
do anything at all,” said Corbin. “As long as that plan is still being
offered, which most of them are, you don’t have to do anything
and you will continue with the same coverage you have had.”

According to Corbin, a lot of people may find themselves
turning to the ACA Marketplace for the first time as an esti-
mated 260,000 North Carolinians are without insurance due to
a loss of employment associated with COVID19. 

“With unexpected unemployment occurring because of
COVID19, hundreds of thousands of people in our state no
longer have insurance,” said Corbin. “If those individuals did
not enroll through the Marketplace during the Special Enroll-
ment Period, or the days after losing their jobs, then Open En-
rollment will be the first time they will have a chance to shop
insurance plans through the ACA.”

Individuals can buy an individual health plan through the
ACA marketplace or directly from an insurance provider. 

Qualifying depends on your family size and income. Your
family income must fall between 100% and 400% of the federal

poverty level (FPL). 
Based on this formula, for 2021 coverage for a family of four,

the income bracket between 100% and 400% is $26,200 to
$104,800.

While individuals can shop insurance plans through the Mar-
ketplace online, Corbin recommends visiting an insurance
agent, who will help them navigate the process. 

“We help people sign up for insurance and understand their
options, and it does not cost anything for our services,” said
Corbin. “If you are sick, you go to a licensed medical profes-
sional, so when you need insurance, you should go to a licensed
insurance agent. We have a program that makes it easy to see
and understand all of your options and it does not cost anything
for you to make an appointment and sit down with us.”

To schedule an appointment with Corbin at Corbin Insurance,
call 828.524.7799. For more information about Open Enroll-
ment and the Affordable Care Act, visit healthcare.gov.

Schools remaining open with
modified COVID19 protocols

Diane Peltz – Contributing Writer
Macon County Schools’ guidelines for exposure to active COVID

19 cases has changed.  Where there used to be more people need-
ing to be in quarantine due to exposure, now the guidelines for dis-
ease mitigation has become less stringent. Macon County Public
Health has been working with the Macon County Schools to try to
streamline the quarantine process for those exposed to COVID 19.

Teachers are now designated as essential employees so the
guidelines for dealing with COVID exposure have been contoured.
In the past, anyone in the same room as another person who was ex-
posed to coronavirus were quarantined. Now certain criteria must
be met to be ordered to quarantine.  Some changes to the schools
include: students having assigned seats; quarantine staff or students
who were within 6 feet of someone who was exposed; a teacher
who is asymptomatic wears a mask and social distances.

Due to these new protocols schools have been able to remain
open even with increasing numbers of COVID 19 cases. 

As of Nov. 16, the current number of COVID 19 cases in
Macon County Schools are 10 positive and 59 quarantine. In all
since August, 28 staff have tested positive, 95 were quarantined,
32 students tested positive and 575 have been quarantined.

Students in public schools 
receive meals at no charge 

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer
Some parents of school-aged children may not realize that all

students in public schools receive breakfast and lunch for free
this school year.  

To help alleviate some of the struggles brought on by
COVID19, the United States Department of Agriculture ex-
tended the federal summer food program into the school year to
allow every child in public schools in the country to receive
breakfast and lunch free of charge. All students receive the meals
for free, regardless of financial eligibility – no paperwork to file
or no process to be approved. 

“We are continuing to be able to serve students in Macon
County at no charge for the remainder of the school year,” said
David Lightner, Director of Macon County Schools Nutrition
Department. We are able to offer this through an extension of
Summer Food Service Program waivers that are good through
June 30, 2021.”

In Macon County, that means that all 4,500 enrolled students
are currently receiving free breakfast and lunch whenever they
get meals at school. From August through October of this school
year, Macon County Schools served 71,318 breakfasts and 84,669
lunches for a combined 155,987 meals at no cost to students.  

The program was originally scheduled to end in late August,
but the extension allows districts to continue serving breakfast
and lunch at no charge to children age 18 and under as well as
individuals over age 18 who have a disability and participate in
school programs for the mentally or physically disabled.

In addition to providing meals to students who are at schools
for in person education, Lightner said that parents can also pick
up meals for students who are enrolled in virtual courses. Meals
are available for parent pick-up at Cartoogechaye, East Franklin,
Franklin High, Highlands, Iotla, Macon Middle, Mountain View
Intermediate, Nantahala, and South Macon from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m.

“We are absolutely thrilled to be able to serve safe, healthy
and nutritious meals to our students and the young children in
our community,” Jackson County School Nutrition Director
Laura Cabe said of the decision to extend the program.

Jackson County students who choose to continue remote in-
struction can have meals picked up by parents and guardians at
the six school locations weekdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
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What’s on your mind?
Email letters to the editor to
maconcountynews@gmail.com

OPINION
Letters to the Editor

The publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions of
any advertisement or supplement beyond the actual cost of the ad-
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any consequential damages or any damages in excess of the cost of
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What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor - Highlands Mayor
Tonight [Thursday] is the No-

vember meeting of the Highlands
Town Board of Commissioners. It
begins at 7 p.m. by way of Zoom.
The Zoom information is on the
town website for those who would
like to join.  I had hoped that the
town would be back to in person
meetings by now, but with the im-
pending surge in COVID, we have
opted for caution.

I was downtown this past week-
end and was very pleased to see
how many folks were wearing
masks.  At this point the best we all
can do is to wear masks in public, socially distance and wash our
hands frequently. I am very optimistic that a vaccine will be avail-
able before the next Highlands’ season.  I will take the vaccine
when it is appropriate for me to do so.

Tonight’s meeting has a full agenda.  First up will be the pres-
entation of the 2019-2020 town audit by Martin, Starnes and As-
sociates.  The audit has also been sent to the North Carolina Local
Government Commission for a standard review.

Also on the agenda is a proposed ordinance amendment that I
touched on in this column last week.  I wrote about a bear resist-
ant toter that had been overfilled to where the lid could not be
closed, therefore rendering the container nonfunctional.  The
amendment to the ordinance will require toters to be completely
closed and latched.  

The board will also get an update from Kay McHan, the di-
rector of the Highlands Chamber of Commerce, concerning plans
for a modified Christmas Parade.  It will not be the same as in the
past, just as the Highlands Town Lighting on the weekend after
Thanksgiving will be modified.

There are two closed session items on the agenda.  First, Kevin
O’Donnell, our electric utility consultant will brief the board on
a proposed Duke Energy settlement that involves a number of
small municipal electric utilities who purchase electricity whole-
sale from Duke.  

The board will also go into closed session to discuss the se-
lection of a company that will lease the dark fiber on the High-
lands Smart Cities Fiber Network.  Two companies are under
consideration, BalsamWest and Hotwire.  Representatives of
these companies were interviewed by the board two weeks ago.
Since then we have been in a due diligence phase to review both
companies financial status and to check references. Under
nondisclosure agreements our town attorney and designated staff
have examined each company’s financials.  They will report to
the board. Our town manager has contacted references and other
communities that have used these companies’ services and will
report.  I anticipate the board selecting a company on Thursday
night, or very shortly thereafter.  The next phase would be for the
town to develop a formal contact with that company to operate
the network which would also involve them building the under-
ground section of the network as soon as possible.  

It is time for the town to move forward with the Smart Cities
Fiber Network Project without undue delay.  

Patrick Taylor

We need an honest accounting of this election
First of all, Joe Biden is not the President-elect. Presi-

dent Trump has not conceded and multiple legal challenges
have yet to be adjudicated. George Bush was not Presi-
dent-elect for 37 days after the election in 2000; it has only
been two weeks after this election. Secondly, the news
media has no authority to proclaim anyone President-elect
until everything has worked through the process. Remem-
ber the famous “Dewey Defeats Truman” headline?
Thirdly, the unseemly rush to declare the inevitability of a
Biden presidency with repeated assertions that there is no
evidence of fraud just makes me even more suspicious.
The media sees no evidence only because they are not
looking for it, in fact, making an effort to not see it.
Shouldn’t we all care that every legal ballot be counted
and that none of the illegal ones be counted?  If the De-
mocrats were confident of their “victory,” they would wel-
come revisiting it so that they could silence all voices
crying foul. However, they know full well that the results
are sketchy and the invalidation of many ballots could very
likely tip the outcome to Donald Trump.

I’m not privy to all the evidence that has been amassed
but the circumstantial case is overwhelming. If I were a
juror having to render a decision based on the beyond rea-
sonable doubt standard, I would have to conclude that the
elections in the disputed states were corrupted. Why was
ballot counting halted simultaneously in several places
when Trump held a solid lead and then had that lead erased
with early morning ballot dumps that mysteriously ap-
peared? Why were thousands of ballots marked only for
Joe Biden with no down ballot races marked? What about
reports of ballots being double counted if not more often?
What about votes for Kanye West being automatically
counted for Biden? Why were Republican poll watchers
excluded from watching the counting of ballots? These all
cry fraud to me. If it’s not and is proven not to be, then I
will accept the outcome. Only independent media is re-
porting any of this. If you believe the corporate media,
they are laughing at you right now.

I certainly don’t need any lectures about how balking at
Biden’s coronation is damaging our democracy. President
Trump is only taking Hillary Clinton’s advice to Joe Biden
not to concede under any circumstances.  She who acted so
appalled that Trump might not accept the result of the elec-
tion in 2016 and said how damaging that would be spent
the next four years not accepting the election.  Now we are
all supposed to fall in line for the sake of unity but this
unity would be acquiescence to a lie. If we don’t get an
honest accounting of this election, we will have to hold a
funeral for Uncle Sam.  

David Parker – Franklin, N.C.

Letter disparages health precautions
A quarter of a million dead from Covid 19 in the U.S.

alone. Mr Stephen Crosby disparages us for  taking basic,
sane health precautions and thereby being  part of some con-
spiracy against Trump.  Nice guy.  

Mike Jones – Sylva, N.C.

Nice editorial from Mayor Taylor and one goof
Nice piece, Patrick Taylor.  My husband picks up trash in

Otto almost every afternoon.   I call him my Road Trash
Warrior!

Question...none are supposed to be dumb ?s...so here I
go.  Is Stephen Crosby's piece a goof on us?  

Lynne Wilkinson – Franklin, N.C.

No one takes Veterans Day away from this Marine
Poor leadership on the part of Mayor Bob Scott of

Franklin. After telling me for months that there could be no
Veteran's Day Observance this year in the Town of Franklin,
at the Gazebo, where it's been held for decades, due to Gov-
ernor Cooper's Executive Order, he attends an "invite only"
Veteran's Day Observance that the Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 994 sponsored in behalf of the Special
Liberty Project. Numerous guests and dignitaries, way more
than 10 people, none of which were practicing safe distanc-
ing or masking judging by the very photos that Bob Scott
posted on his website. What kind of message does this send
to the rest of the Veterans if Franklin and Macon County?
Do as I say! Not as I do! I think it's time for Bob to step
down. He personally has stopped all permits for any peace-
ful assemblies in this town, after issuing the same permit to
BLM, Black Lives Matter, last summer, most of whom were
out of towners or worse, out of states. I know Bob loves and
supports all of Governor Cooper's COVID restrictions on
us but he sure was a hypocrite yesterday [Nov. 11]. By the
way, there was one lone Marine Veteran at the Gazebo yes-
terday at 11 a.m. playing TAPS on his iPhone while salut-
ing the Courthouse flag. It was myself. No one takes
Veteran's Day away from this Marine, Semper Fi!

Sgt Ken Bowden – Franklin, N.C.
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75 W. Palmer Street • Franklin, NC
(828) 524-0502

•  Heaters & Generators

• Curbside Service Available

• Call ahead to place order & we will bring 
  it to your car

• Customers can download ACE App to your phone

• Garden Center Open – Seeds for your Garden, 
  Flowers and all your other Garden needs

YES, WE ARE OPEN!

The Macon County News letters page is
a public forum open to a wide variety of
opinions. Writers are asked to refrain from
personal attacks against individuals or
businesses. Letters are not necessarily
reflective of the opinions of the publisher,
editor or staff of The Macon County News. 

Email letters to
maconcountynews@gmail.com

Truth needs to be brought to light
Some weeks ago, General Michael Flynn had on his so-

cial media banner Luke 8:17: "For nothing is secret that
shall not be made manifest, neither any thing hid, that shall
not be known and come abroad." We are living in a time of
uncertainty and anxiety. It is hard to know what to believe
and which sources in the media are telling the truth. George
Washington said, "Truth will ultimately prevail where there
is pains taken to bring it to light. 

Many people are taking pains to bring truth to light,
whether it concerns protecting our personal health or, some
would say, the health of our nation under whichever candi-
date is determined to be the president of our Republic. For
Benjamin Franklin, when asked what kind of government
the framers were giving us, is said to have responded, "A re-
public, if you can keep it." 

Under our Constitution, the president is determined by
the Electoral College and the winner of electoral votes in
some states is yet to be determined because of legal chal-
lenges to the vote count. The Electoral College will meet
on Dec. 14 according to the Constitution. I believe that any-
one reading this wants fair and secure elections in this and
all countries. Patience is called for and reports of fraud and
irregularities must be investigated. 

There have been questions about software in some voting
machines possibly being used to switch votes. Jon Rap-
poport, an investigative journalist, has written, "The Elec-
tion Vote: The Deeper You Look, the Worse It Gets." He
details a report titled, “Voting System Examination Do-
minion Voting Systems Democracy Suite 5.5-A.” It was
prepared by James Sneeringer, Ph.D. Designee of the At-
torney General of Texas. This analysis of Dominion was re-
quested by the Texas Secretary of State in fall 2019. 

The examiner’s final conclusion: “I cannot recommend
certification. Computer systems should be designed to pre-
vent or detect human error whenever possible and minimize
the consequences of both human mistakes and equipment
failure. Instead the Democracy Suite 5.5-A is fragile and
error prone. In my opinion it should not be certified for use

in Texas.” Dominion Voting Systems was not certified in
Texas, but was used in 28 or more other states in our recent
election. Other questions about Dominion voting machines
have been raised, but the above should be reason enough to
question the security of any election using those machines.

In addition,"The votes cast by Americans were counted by
a bankrupted Spanish company Scytl in Spain. Like Domin-
ion Voting Systems, Scytl has a long history of election fraud
in various nations including injecting backdoors in its elec-
tion software. The issue has prompted experts to question
why the sensitive job of counting votes was outsourced to a
foreign company? How could a bankrupted Spanish com-
pany count American votes in Spain? Due to such widespread
fraud, the Chairman of the US Federal Election Commission
Trey Trainor believes that the 2020 US Presidential Elections
is illegitimate." (https://greatgameindia.com/us-election-bank
rupted-spanish-scytl/ )

This is extremely serious as free elections demand secu-
rity for our votes. I encourage patience and prayer as we wait
for the outcome of investigations into possible vote fraud and
the ultimate decision as to who will serve as President. May
we treat others with different opinions with respect, as we
want to be treated.  

Panthea Crawford – Franklin, N.C.

https://www.facebook.com/appalachianace/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainHomeMinders
https://www.nantahalabank.com
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According to Countryside Chevy’s sales man-
ager Tiffani Tallent, more than $4,000 was col-
lected at the annual Toys for Tots Cruise In and
Benefit last Saturday; 692 toys were donated
which included 588 toys, 29 books and 75 stock-
ing stuffers. For the cruise in, 85 vehicles were
registered. Randy Hughes, coordinator for the
regional Toys for Tots, said it was the best col-
lection effort since 2015.

Photos by Betsey Gooder

Toys for Tots 
event at 

Countryside
Chevy

https://www.gillettelawfirmnc.com
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19 East Palmer Street, Franklin, NC
(the former Davis Realty building)

828-421-0820

Rusted Arrow Market

Farm House - Shabby Chic - Antiques

New Hours: Tuesday thru Friday  10am – 5pm; Saturday  10am – 3pm

Celebrating Our 1st Year Anniversary

Fri., Nov. 20
and Sat., Nov. 21

For every purchase made,
your name will be put in

for a drawing.
We want to say Thank You for

supporting our
small business this year.

828.349.3390
Franklin, NC 

Serving All of 
Western North Carolina

BBllaacckk BBeeaarr PPaavviinngg && CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn,, IInncc..
66445566 SSyyllvvaa HHwwyy..,, FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 2288773344
((882288)) 334499--33339900 •• NNCC CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss ## 7755889988

Paving & Resurfacing • Chip & Seal
Excavating • Backhoe • Land Clearing

Grading & Road Repair
Rock & Gravel Hauling • Sewer & Water

Retaining Walls • Sealcoating & Striping

https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
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The Macon County
Sheriff’s Department,
Franklin Police Depart-
ment or Jackson County
Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests
November 5 - 15. All sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

November 10
Daniel Edward William Stanfield, was charged with mis-

demeanor larceny, carrying a concealed weapon. Cassie J.
Shuler made the arrest. 

Edwin Michael Fusco, was charged with misdemeanor
larceny. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

November 11
Brodie Newton Gibson, was issued a true bill of indict-

ment. Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 
David Thomas Nix, was issued a true bill of indictment.

Jonathan C. Bean made the arrest. 
Kimberly Danielle Lee, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia.
William D. Stamey made the arrest. 

Kaylea Gail-Lynn Cannon, was charged with possession
of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia.
William D. Stamey made the arrest. 

Jeffery Michael Jones, was issued warrant service for of-
fense committed in jurisdiction. Matthew L. Long made the
arrest. 

November 12
Laurie Carlisle, was issued warrant service. Gabe D.

Bingham made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

November 8
Brian Loren Thomas, 37, of Clearwater, Fla., was

charged with possession of methamphetamine, possession
of drug paraphernalia. A secured bond of $3,500 was set. R.
S. Dula made the arrest.  

Kari Huskey Conard, 43, of Lake Emory Rd., was
charged with possession of methamphetamine, possession
of drug paraphernalia. An order for arrest was issued for

probation violation. A secured bond of $6,500 was set. R.
S. Dula made the arrest.    

November 11
Carl Lane Bryant Jr., 33, of Edgewood St., Sylva, was

issued an order for arrest for possession of a stolen motor
vehicle. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. C. T. Chastain
made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

November 5
Devin Rashawn Stewart, 25, of Bumgarner Cemetary

Rd., Whittier, was charged with second degree trespass, in-
jury to personal property. No bond was set. 

November 6
David Todd Loftis, 31, of Camp Creek Rd., Whittier, was

charged with failure to appear for possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of methamphetamine, obtaining
property by false pretense, possession/displayed altered/fic-
titious/revoked drivers license, possession of a stolen motor
vehicle, injury to personal property, resisting a public offi-
cer, possession of methamphetamine, indictment for unsafe
tires, failure to wear seat belt for driver, driving while li-
cense revoked not impaired revocation, reckless driving
with wanton disregard. A secured bond of $45,000 was set. 

Hailey Kira Riddle, 19, of North Shore Dr., Franklin, was
charged with failure to appear for open container, consume
alcohol by 19/20 year old. A secured bond of $250 was set. 

November 7
Darin Ray Talley, 32, of Bizmark Loop, was charged

with civil contempt of court child support arrest order, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, possession of methamphet-
amine, failure to appear for resisting a public officer. A
$2,000 bond was set. 

November 8
James Julius Lumpkin, of Stutz St., Cumming, Ga., was

issued a fugitive warrant for trafficking in cocaine, illegal
drugs, marijuana or methamphetamine felony. A secured
bond of $50,000 was set. 

Andre Johannes Roestenberg, 79, of Fort Wilderness,
Whittier, was charged with breaking and entering non-
forcible. No bond was set. 

November 9
Christina Lynn Daniel, 37, of Lower Alarka Rd., Bryson

City, was charged with second degree trespass. A secured
bond of $150 was set. 

November 10
Stephen Jeremiah Penniger, 33, of Luker Branch Rd.,

Tuckasegee, was charged with possession of a firearm by
a felon. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Timothy Bandon Luker, 41, of Luker Branch Rd., Tuck-
asegee, was issued a fugitive warrant for arrest from
Oconee County, S.C., for conspiracy, trafficking in
methamphetamine. A secured bond of $100,000 was set. 

November 11
Charles Edward Henson, 42, of Laurel knob Rd.,

Cashiers, was charged with civil contempt failure to pay
child support. A $500 bond was set. 

Kimberly Dawn York Webb, 47, of Sylva, was charged
with felony probation violation. A secured bond of
$100,000 was set. 

Regina Stawn Clyburn, 41, of Cullowhee Mountain
Rd., was charged with misdemeanor larceny. No bond was
set. 

November 12
Christopher Robert Ballentine, 52, of Cashiers, was

charged with failure to register change of address. A se-
cured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Anthony Lamar Rice, 34, of Heady Mountain Rd.,
Cashiers, was charged with child support purge of $400,
failure to appear for possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession of methamphetamine, obtain property by false
pretense. A secured bond of $7,500 was set. 

William Lamar Wellham, 50, of Sylva, was charged
with failure to register change of address. A secured bond
of $10,000 was set. 

Christopher Brooks Gammon, 43, of N. Country Club
Dr., Cullowhee, was charged with failure to appear for
possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of metham-
phetamine. A secured bond of $2,000 was set. 

November 13
Lindsey Nicole Adams, 25, of Toohow Rd., Whittier,

was charged with felony larceny, breaking and entering. A
secured bond of $2,500 was set. 

Tommy Lee Henderson, 36, of Carringer St., Bryson
City, was charged with uttering a forged instrument, pos-
session of stolen goods, obtaining property by false pre-
tenses. An unsecured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Gregory Lee Cline, 45, of Sally Ann Dr., Cherokee, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, possession of a stolen motor
vehicle. Unsecured bond of $2,500 was set. 

Kerri Armanda Loftis, 30, of Old Bryson City Rd.,
Whittier, was charged with possession of drug parapher-
nalia. No bond was set. 

Lindsey Nicole Adams, 25, of North Country Club Dr.,
Cullow, was charged with possession of stolen property.
No bond was set. 

November 14
Tyrickous Daquan Camble, 22, of Cape View Lane, An-

derson, S.C., was charged with assault on a female. No
bond was set. 

Steven Baldwin, 57, of Burntwood Trail, was charged
with larceny of mail. An unsecured bond of $1,000 was
set. 

Randall Dean Green, 60, Rocky Branch Rd., Whittier,
was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of methamphetamine. An unsecured bond of
$1,000 was set. 

November 15
James Robert Bagley, 46, of Ensley St., was charged

with  warrant for arrest for second degree trespass. No
bond was set. 

James Edward O’Berry, 49, of Lance Rd., Cashiers, was
charged with breaking and entering forcible. No bond was
set.

Area News Coverage
Additional Content

Photo Galleries
Classifieds
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themaconcountynews.com

https://www.themaconcountynews.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
All A.A. meetings in the greater Franklin area including Otto have
been suspended until further notice. To speak with a member of A.A.
call (828)349-4357 or (828)837-4440 or visit www.aawnc80.com.

Franklin's Mobile Museum will meet on the first and third Saturdays
from 1 to 2 p.m.,  at the Wesley Park pavilion, at 573 NE Main St.  Stop
by to see the latest science museum exhibit. When there are enough
exhibits they will travel around the region to area schools.  Masks are
required.  For more information, go to franklinsmobilemuseum.com. 

Members of the Jackson County NC NAACP Branch,
including Macon and Swain counties, are encouraged to vote in the
upcoming election of officers and members-at-large for the branch's
executive committee. The election is being held through Saturday, Nov.
21, at 6 p.m.  Members with email addresses will receive an electronic
ballot through email. Members without email addresses will receive a
ballot in the mail.  For more information, contactl
jacksonnaacp54ab@gmail.com. 

Men’s Teen Challenge of the Smokies Graduation  will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 21, at 10 a.m. in the Center auditorium 336 Living Hope
Way (formerly 336 AG Camp Rd). Please wear masks until you are seated
and when you leave. Chairs will be spread apart. For more information, call
(828)524-2157  Visit www.livinghopeway.com for more information about
the 12-month residential addiction recovery program for men.

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 4.7 mile hike on Satur-
day, Nov. 21, with an elevation change of 600 ft., to the Thomas Divide
Ridge in Smoky Mtn. Nat’l, Park and down the Kanati Fork Trail with
views of Newfound Gap. Car shuttled needed.  Meet at Bi- Lo at 9 a.m.,
drive 90 miles round trip. For more information or reservations, call
Leader Gail Lehman for reservations (828)524-5298 .

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a moderate 3-mile hike on Sunday,
Nov. 22, with an elevation change of  700 ft., from Coweeta Lab on the
Shope Fork Rd. to Forest Service Rd. 751-B., looping through a lovely
white pine forest. Views of Albert Mt. may be seen. The trail will pass
several weather stations.  Meet at the Smoky Mtns Visitor Center at 1
p.m.  Drive 16 miles round trip.   Visitors are welcome to attend. For
more information or reservations, call Leader Katharine Brown,
(828)421-4178.

Macon County Solid Waste Management Department, Landfill and
all Convenience Centers will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 26, for
Thanksgiving. 

Franklin First Presbyterian Church Community Thanksgiving
Meal will be held on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26, 12 noon to 2 p.m.
Traditional dinners of turkey, fixings and dessert will be offered as take-
out meals in a curbside pickup from Volunteers stationed in front of the
FPC Chapel on 26 Church St. Dine-in service will not be provided. Din-
ners will not include beverages or utensils and patrons do not need to
call the church to reserve meals. Cars should enter Church Street from
Iotla Street and exit onto Harrison Avenue.  The public is asked to stag-
ger arrival times during the two-hour meal service to minimize traffic
and wait times. 

Macon County Transit will be Closed on  Nov. 26  and 27 in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving. Normal operations will return Monday, Nov. 30.
The deadline for scheduling trips for Monday, Nov. 30, is Wednesday,
Nov. 25, at 11 a.m.

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night,  6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind. Cel-
ebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from
the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five years
old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47 Macon Cen-
ter Dr (behind Bojangles). For more information,
email cr@discover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as  strollers,

car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always wel-
come. Services are free and confidential. For more information or an
appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center is hosting Zoom classes. Zoom classes will
include exercise, tai chi, and others. For more information, or to regis-
ter, call the Senior Center at (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, the Franklin Wood Carving Club will meet on Thurs-
day,  6:30 p.m. in Franklin High School Wood Shop. They will continue
to meet on Thursdays. Participants are asked to comply with social dis-
tancing and other endemic protocols. All members and prospective
members are cordially invited to attend. For more information, call Con-
tact D Lansont (828)369-2144. 

Uptown Gallery on Main Street new hours are Monday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease or
dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for sharing,
education, and support through a telephone conference. Support group
participants and a support group facilitator connect each month for one-
hour confidential sessions. For more information, call (800)272-3900.

Franklin Covenant Church has a grocery delivery service for anyone
at higher risk for COVID-19. If you are unable to leave home to get the
supplies you need due to sickness, disability or age, please contact us
for more details. The only cost to you would be the items you order,
there is no delivery charge.  FCCdelivery@yahoo.com.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open are
food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for an ap-
plication at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

Volunteer at Angel Medical Center Enjoy the reward of making some-
one else’s day brighter by sharing your talents and time. Become a vol-
unteer at Angel Medical Center. Volunteers serve in a variety of roles
such as mail and flower delivery, guest service, information desk as-
sistance, student volunteer programs, pet therapy, chaplain, adminis-
trative support and more. For more information, call (828)349-6639 or
email Bonnie.Peggs@msj.org.

CareNet on Bidwell Street will be open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  A box of food may be picked up
once a week. 

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease or
dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for sharing,
education, and support through a telephone conference. Support group
participants and a support group facilitator connect each month for one-
hour confidential sessions. For more information, call (800)272-3900.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through
its YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All
Saints Franklin." The in-person worship schedule is subject to
change. To learn more about attending in-person worship, contact us
directly at admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or by calling (828)524-4910.

First Alliance Church’s Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.,  wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Scott Eichelberger will deliver the
message from Luke 21:28-36 and the music presentation will be
from Sacred Sounds.  The church is located at 31 Promise Lane,
Franklin (off Womack next door to Trimont Christian Academy). For
more information, call the office (828)369-7977 or visit
www.franklincma.com 

Spiritual Light Center on Sunday, November 22, 11 a.m. Rev. Randy
Doster will speak on “Thanks & Giving” and Rev. Mark Stein will lead
a meditation.  The center is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The
church is located at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Franklin First United Methodist Church meets on Sunday, at 8:30
a.m. for in-person worship or online on Facebook Live at Franklin
First United Methodist Church.  Note that  COVID-19 health proto-
cols will be followed for in-person worship. Plan to arrive early for
check in, masks are required. The church is located at 66 Harrison
Ave. Senior pastor is Rev. David Beam. For more information,
call (828)524.3010 or visit www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services begin-
ning at 10 a.m. with social distancing observed. Brian Lamb in the
pastor. The church is located at the intersection of Cheek Road and
Addington Bridge Road. 

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at
10 a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building
with the Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Office.

Prentiss Church of God is holding Sunday worship service in its
sanctuary begnning at 10:30 a.m. Social distancing is observed and
safety measures are in place. Pastor Kevin Chapman invites the
community to attend. Services are also streamed online on the Pren-
tiss Church of God Facebook page. The church is located at  59
Church Hill Lane, off Addington Bridge Road. Phone: (828)369-3885.

Memorial United Methodist Church Anonymous Call-in Prayer
Line. If you need prayer,  call (828)369-0707. Leave a message with
your prayer request, and the church will be happy to pray for you or
whoever you request prayers for. You may also leave a request for
a call back if you need one. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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*FREE Watch Battery
1 per customer

Ph/Fax (828) 349-4653
80 Olsen Drive, Franklin, NC

smokymountainjewelers.com
smomtnjlry@aol.com

We Buy Gold & Silver
Jewelry Repair

Custom Designs
Stone Settings • Ring Sizing

Casting

Tuesday – Friday
9 am until 5 pm

Or by Special Appointment

WORK & WESTERN BOOTS, WORKWEAR & SCRUBS
(828) 634 - 7731 • 73 W. Palmer Street • Foxmercantile.com

Imagine HAIR SALON

Chelsea Spivey is now at
Imagine Hair Salon

Located at Prime Salon, 163
Holly Springs Park Dr.,

Franklin, NC
828-371-8176

BLACK FRIDAY
AND

SMALL BUSINESS 
SATURDAY

25% OFF

Home Decor • Boutique • Accessories
Candles • Soaps & Lotions • Gifts

37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC

Clothing, Hats,
Gloves, Scarves, 

Jewelry

Some exclusion. 
See store for details.

Plant bulbs in fall for colorful spring display 
Melinda Myers – Columnist

It’s time to think spring. Fall is the time to
plant tulips, daffodils, crocus and other spring
flowering bulbs. Use these early bloomers to
welcome spring to your landscape. You’ll ap-
preciate the color and cheery blooms after an-
other long winter passes.

Extend your enjoyment by including early
blooming bulbs like snowdrops, squills, and
winter aconites. Add early, mid, or late spring
blooming tulips and early and mid-spring
flowering daffodils for a continuous display
of color. Check the package or catalog de-
scription for bloom times. Gardeners in
milder climates should look for low chill va-
rieties that need a minimal cold period to
bloom or plant prechilled bulbs annually. In
either case, wait until late fall or early winter
to plant.

Create some winning combinations by
planting white tulips with grape hyacinths or
yellow daffodils with the equally assertive blue squills. Plant a
fragrant garden bouquet by combining tulips, daffodils and hy-
acinths. Select varieties that bloom at the same time in com-
plementary colors or blends.

Include summer flowering hardy lilies. Many are fragrant
and these stately beauties provide vertical accents in the garden.
Cut a few stems to display in a vase or mix with other flowers
in summer bouquets.

Don’t let hungry animals stop you from brightening your
spring with these bulbs. Include animal resistant bulbs like hy-
acinths, grape hyacinths, daffodils, fritillarias, and
alliums. When you plant tulips, crocus, and lilies, just be sure
to use physical barriers like chicken wire or animal repellents.
One organic repellent comes in both liquid and granular for-
mulations to protect bulbs animals prefer to eat. Follow label
directions for proper timing of additional repellent applications.

Prepare the soil before planting. Work compost, peatmoss,
or other organic matter into the top twelve inches of soil to im-
prove drainage, a key factor in growing success.

Wait until the soil is cool to plant your bulbs. This is usually
after the first hard frost or when night temperatures average be-
tween 40 and 50 degrees. Plant the bulbs two to three times

their vertical height deep and at least two to three times their di-
ameter apart. Try grouping at least six to nine larger bulbs, like
tulips and daffodils, and 15 to 20 smaller bulbs, like squills and
crocus, together for greater impact.

Mix a low nitrogen, slow release fertilizer into the soil sur-
face and water thoroughly after planting.  Continue watering
thoroughly when the soil is dry throughout the fall, while the
bulbs grow roots.

After you enjoy their blooms next spring, leave the leaves in-
tact until they yellow. Leaves produce the energy needed for
next year’s floral display. Mask the fading foliage by planting
winter hardy pansies with your bulbs in fall, adding color to
both fall and spring gardens. Or plant bulbs amongst perenni-
als. Early spring flowering perennials double your pleasure,
later bloomers extend the flowering season, and both help hide
fading bulb foliage.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books,
including  Small Space Gardening.  She hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow Anything” DVD series and the
Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio segments. Myers is a
columnist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms maga-
zine.  www.MelindaMyers.com.

Lilies grow from bulbs and their large prominent flowers brighten up gardens and
provide vertical appeal. Photo courtesy of Melinda Myers, LLC

https://www.foxmercantile.com
https://www.facebook.com/smomtnjlry/
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
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“Delicious Home Cooking”

Limited Dine-in, Outdoor Seating 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

HHOOUURRSS:: MMoonn.. –– SSaatt.. 77AAMM ttoo 88PPMM

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49

THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm
Closed Sun

263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

349 Westgate Plaza
Franklin, NC  

828-634- 7247
Order Online

www.cleavers.kitchen

FRANKLIN’S NEWEST
BURGER JOINT

FRANKLIN’S NEWEST
BURGER JOINT

Open  Thurs. - Mon.  • Closed  Tues. & Wed.Open  Thurs. - Mon.  • Closed  Tues. & Wed.

77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
Downtown Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 369-3663

ROOTANDBARREL.COM

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

OPEN - PLEASE COME IN!
Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday  12 – 8pm

+ursday – Saturday  12 – 9pm
Our menu is on our website,

Facebook and Instagram

Bella Vista Square

313 Highlands Rd., Franklin, NC

Luciosnc.com

828.369.6670

Authentic Italian/Continental Cuisine Dine-in
Carry-out
WWeedd.-SSaatt.
55ppmm-88ppmm
No Reservations 

Accepted

and

Franklin sees new construction 
Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

A full service, fully staffed car wash is slated
to open soon on the Georgia Road in Macon
County.

According to permits on file with Macon
County and the town of Franklin, the area lo-
cated next to  Ingles will soon be home to a car-
wash.

KR Carwashes, LLC pulled a permit from
the town of Franklin last August and then a
construction permit from the county in
March to build the new carwash – Jet Ex-
press Carwash. The company is based in
Alpharetta, Ga., and has another location in
Athens, Ga.

“I really love the area and although it is a
smaller community, it has a good popula-
tion and the density and demographics of
Franklin is perfect for the business,” said
Rick Gimla, owner of Jet Express.

Gimla said the carwash will have two op-
tions for customers, single visits starting at
$10 for a basic option with additional fees
for add ons or a monthly packages starting
at $24.99 for unlimited daily washes during
that month.

“You can decide which of our unlimited
wash plans works best for you,” said Gimla.
“Your credit or debit card will be charged
monthly for the plan you choose and will
renew automatically each month until you can-
cel it.”

Cars are then outfitted with a FastPass Tag,
which is a small sticker in the bottom left cor-
ner of the car windshield. A computer system
reads the tag and then the package you have

purchased will allow you to have your car
washed.

According to Gimla, the car wash is ex-
pected to open in late November, just in time
for winter, when Gimla says is their busiest
month.

“In the winter months, people don’t want to
get out of their cars to wash the car them-
selves, and with the salt and stuff that can build
up from the road, it is the busiest time of year
for us,” said Gimla. “Our tunnel is heated and

can wash cars in temperatures as low as 25 de-
grees.”

The car wash will feature an automated pay
station, followed by staff that will guide driv-
ers into the car wash.

“The staff will touch the problem areas on
the car to prep is for the tunnel,” explained
Gimla. “So if there are a lot of bugs on the

At left, construction continues on a full service car wash on Georgia Road
just north of the new Ingles. The car wash is expected to be open before the
end of the year. Above, concrete was poured this week for the new Smart
Pharmacy in the intersection of 441 Business and Maple Street. The phar-
macy expects to move in to its new location next summer.

Photos by Vickie Carpenter

windshield or salt on the
undercarriage, they will
address those before
sending the car through
the 125- foot tunnel.”

Once outside of the
tunnel, Gimla said there
will be 26 self serve vac-
uum lanes, which come

free with every wash. There will also be towels
and stations set up with interior cleaners for
customers to use as they please.

Pharmacy to relocate
With the North Carolina Department of

Transportation completing the roundabout at
the end of Maple Street in Franklin, work

began on preparing the empty lot for the con-
struction of a new retail shopping center that
will house Smart Pharmacy. 

After addressing permitting and zoning for
the area, Jacob Reiche, owner of Smart Phar-
macy was given the green light by the town
of Franklin to relocate the pharmacy by the
roundabout where Maple Street joins Georgia
Road. 

Just this week 91 yards of concrete was
poured for the foundation of the building. The
new pharmacy will be a steel building struc-
ture and once the concrete pouring is final-
ized, the building is expected to go up quickly. 

The project is expected to be completed and
Smart Pharmacy officially relocating in the
Summer of 2021. 

https://www.facebook.com/CleaversBurgers
http://www.Luciosnc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Ms-Lois-Restaurant-142262469181932/
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
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Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.
145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

WHY BATTLE THE CROWDS?
BLACK FRIDAY SALE STARTS ON THE 20TH!

BRYANT’S ANTIQUE MALL

Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pm
Sun 11am – 5:30pm

Open:

10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC
(828) 524-0280

26 W. Main St. • Franklin, NC 28734
Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com

Per Year  /  Includes Tax

(828) 369-6767

$29.00

SUBSCRIBE
FOR ONLY

Mystery of Witches Brooms still goes unsolved 
Dr. Bob Gilbert – Columnist

Have you ever looked up into
a tree canopy and spotted what
appears to be squirrel’s nest, but
on closer inspection you find it
alive with atypical needles or
leaves and abnormal growth
patterns? These masses are
called witches’ brooms. There
are various causative agents.
The most commonly seen
brooms are on hackberry
(Celtis). In fact, multi-brooms
on a deciduous tree is a good clue it may be a hackberry. A mite
and a mildew fungus cause these brooms. (1). 

Other brooms are caused by different sources. Cherry and
blueberry brooms are caused
by a fungus and pine brooms
by a rust, while viruses on
peaches and black locust can
create abnormal growth (2). 

The name evolved in an-
cient times when brooms
were often found in old trees
in very old cemeteries. It
was believed they occurred
where a witch had rested
during her nightly travels
(3). Now that witches are al-
most extinct it is understood
that stresses from both envi-
ronmental factors and para-
sites can induce these
curious growths. Also, a
broom that originates from
one central bud on a pine
can result from a genetic
change (3).

Another feature about
brooms is that pieces can
be rooted or grafted and
rarely revert back to normal
growth patterns. Most stay
small, becoming dwarf or miniature plants. They can pro-
duce seeds that may have further variations. When you find
miniature plants, especially conifers, in a nursery almost al-
ways they were started from a broom. In fact, a whole new
industry has evolved of miniature, semi-dwarf or dwarf
conifers that appeal to people with rock gardens and bonsai
collections.

How do you collect a broom, as they are often high up in
an old tree? The tree could be climbed and the broom cut
down or a crane would enable the same collecting technique.
But most often a shotgun is used. A shower of broken pieces
rains to the ground. The entire broom mass would not sur-
vive left whole as there are no roots. So, roots have to be
created.  Trees like pines do not produce roots easily. So, the
small portions (scions) are grafted on rootstocks of the same
type. Most commonly pine brooms are grafted on Western
White Pine rootstock because it is very vigorous in our cli-
mate. In fact, there are seedlings grown by specialized nurs-
eries for rootstock grafting.

Deciduous trees and shrubs can be rooted in a greenhouse.
Just about any evergreen or deciduous plant can produce a
broom. Just recently I found several in a deciduous tree whose
identity is not clear, likely a hackberry.

When a broom has been rooted and grown it can produce
seeds. Most of the resultant seedlings maintain the parental

growth patterns. Does this mean that the seeds have under gone
a genetic change or has the causative agent attached itself to the
seed? In fact, has the broom growth undergone genetic changes
as well? Perhaps a reader can unravel this mystery? 

Another source of miniature plants is seeds. Growers will
set out thousands of seeds to germinate. A very small per-
centage of the seedlings will be different. I once visited a
nursery in Tennessee that was interested in developing
mildew resistant dogwoods. Thousands of native dogwood
seeds were collected, germinated and planted in long double
rows. When the seedlings grew big enough the owner would
drive down row after row looking for mildew resistant plants
and variations. He would tag the trees that looked promising
and move them to a nursery bed for further evaluation. The
remainder was plowed under making room to repeat the
process. The Cherokee series of dogwoods came from
Shadow Nursery by this method.  

Years ago, a broom was noticed high up in a white pine,
Pinus strobus, at Biltmore Estate. With a shotgun, portions were
collected. These were grafted onto the roots of a Mexican White
Pine, Pinus strobiformis. This Witches’ Broom has been named
Pinus strobes “Biltmore Blue.” Flo Chafin, owner of Specialty
Ornamentals in Watkinsville,  Ga., has recently donated this
rare grafted selection to Smith Gilbert Gardens in Kennesaw,
Ga.

This article first appeared in Chinquapin, the newsletter of
The Southern Appalachian Botanical Society, winter 2012, Vol-
ume 20 (4).

References
1. Purdue University Witches’ Boom, Cherry
Plant and Pest Digital and Digitally Assisted
Diagnosis, West Lafayette, Indiana. www.ppdl.
org/dd/id/witches_broom.html
2. Henderson State University, Witches Broom,
www.hsu.edu/pictures.aspx?id=1833
3. Alfred J. Fordham, 1967. Dwarf Conifers from
Witches’-Brooms, Arnoldia 27 (3, 4).
Dr. Bob Gilbert, cofounder of Smith Gilbert Gardens in Ken-

nesaw, Ga.
Karen Lawrence is a professional horticulture and wild life;

photographer from Franklin.

Dr. Bob Gilbert

Witches Broom 
Photo by Karen Lawrence

https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/
https://www.whistlestopantiquesnc.com
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Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
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• Commercial
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Gary Finley
Gary Finley, 69, of Highlands,

N.C., passed away on Aug. 2,
2020.

He was born in New York, but
has lived in both Franklin and
Highlands for the past 39 years
and he loved these mountains.

He was an Air Force veteran
and was proud to serve his coun-
try.

He had a love for music and
woodworking. He played the
trumpet and banjo from a very
young age and won many awards.

Many of the wooden signs in
the area were freehand carved by
him, using a router and chisels. He also hand carved beautiful fire-
place mantels, clocks, lamps. He also built furniture and custom
made cabinets. He hand carved all scenery and people and built
miniatures of a blacksmith shop, woodcarvers shop, and old jail.
He wanted to re-create a whole 1800s town but did not get time
to finish it.

He helped promote art and craft shows in the area for many
years. He donated many of his carvings and crafts to raise money
for several local charities.

He was raised by his biological parents until he was 3 years old
and then in an orphanage and foster homes until he was 8. He was
adopted by Joseph and Lorraine Finley and grew up on their 100-
acre farm in New York. His father, Joe, retired as a New York State
Assemblyman and owned a second home in Highlands which is
how Gary came to live in this area.

He made many friends throughout his life, had a very outgoing
personality and loved talking about politics. He will always be
missed by his family, who loved him dearly. His family knows
that his faith in God was stronger than anyone they have ever
known and are sure his childhood had plenty to do with that. His
family knows he is with his Father in Heaven now.

He was preceded in death by his dad, Joseph Finley; his mother,
Lorraine Finley; his sister, Sandy Richards; and his half sister, Re-
becca Milliman.

He is survived by his wife of 42 years Kathie Finley; his oldest
son, Erik Finley and wife Dedy; his daughter, Justyne Reese and
husband Aaron; his youngest son, Jesse Finley and wife Jennifer;
his brother, Don Kunes; his sister, Sharon Day; his adopted
brother, Lee Finley; and seven grandchildren.

Gary Finley

Joanne Bentz Baro
After a five-year battle with de-

mentia, Joanne Bentz Baro (also
known as Memaw to not only her
family but to many she embraced
as extended family and friends)
went Home to be with the Lord on
Oct. 19, 2020, at her home in
North Carolina, surrounded by her
husband, Anthony Baro, her
daughter Becca Baro and her
granddaughter, Tawny Perez. Also
present were her dogs, Shasta, Lit-
tle, Lucky and Leo.

She is survived by her husband,
Anthony Baro; son, Anthony Baro
Jr., Becca Baro; and three grand-
children, Anthony Baro III, Tawny and Johnny Perez 

She was born on Nov. 1, 1945, in Miami, Fla., to Dorothy and
Bob Bentz, who predeceased her along with her sister Dot Young.

She married Anthony Baro on July 13, 1962. They began their
marriage in Miami and moved as the Air Force warranted to Lake-
land, Fla., Texas and Mississippi and moved back to Miami after
her husband completed service in the Air Force. During those four
years Anthony Baro Jr. was born.

After returning to Miami, Joanne and Anthony partnered 58
years in raising their children, as well as being always deeply in-
volved in raising their grandchildren. In addition, Joanne supported
her husband in three businesses always by his side and as the chil-
dren grew, they too were involved. She always had an open-door
policy to their home to anyone and everyone who needed - which
included through the years 17 dogs of which 13 welcomed her
home to Heaven.

In 2001, they moved to North Carolina to care for her mother
who had Alzheimer’s. With time, her daughter and grandchildren
followed.

She wrote in a paper for Elementary School On Who She Ad-
mired: “If I were to choose whom I admire, I would choose my
mother. I have always wanted to be like my mother.” Joanne ex-
ceeded her desire to be like her Mother in the unconditional love,
encouragement, and hospitality she was known for. If there was
but a few words to define Joanne - it would be “Infectious, conta-
gious love for everyone she met.”

Joanne is dearly missed and will never be forgotten. Her legacy
for all who loved and knew her will be to love and love deeply. 1
Corinthians 13:13: “And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.”

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Joanne Bentz Baro

Wayne Thomas Swank
Wayne Thomas Swank went

to be with the Lord on Nov. 10,
2020, while under hospice care
for Alzheimers.  He was born on
March 8, 1936, in Washington
D.C.  He was the son of William
Swank and Evelyn Menne.  He
is preceded in death by his
brother, Gerald Swank, and his
parents.  

He is survived by his wife
Roberta Swank, and his chil-
dren, Laureen King (Larry),
Douglas Swank (Tommie), Scott
Swank, and Mark Swank
(Amy); eight grandchildren,
Kathryn and Thomas King, Kurtis and Kellen Swank, and Kali
Niethammer, William, Elizabeth, and James Swank; and four
great grandchildren.

He was a pioneer in forest hydrology. He received his un-
dergraduate in Forest Management from West Virginia Univer-
sity in 1958, a Masters in Silviculture from the University of
Washington in 1959, and a Doctorate in Forest Hydrology from
the University of Washington in 1972. Beyond these formal ac-
tivities, he was generous with advice and ideas and he had
decades-long partnerships with numerous scientists in federal
agencies, research labs, and universities locally and from across
the world. While his scientific accomplishments were excep-
tional, among his greatest contributions were in shaping the ca-
reers of students and early career scientists. He served as
Adjunct Professor at six universities; primarily at University of
Georgia, Clemson University and University of Florida.

He enjoyed woodworking, fishing, running, gardening, pho-
tography and playing cards among other hobbies.  He touched
all 4 corners of the globe both in business and pleasure travels.
He and his wife of 62 years enjoyed traveling the world together
including a three-month stay at the University of Durham in the
UK, a two-week trip in Australia and the three-week trip to
China. He was a member of First United Methodist Church and
long-term member of the Rotary Club of Franklin.

Funeral services were held Saturday, Nov. 14, at Franklin
First United Methodist Church.   Memorial donations can be
made to https://www.alz.org/

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made to the family at www.maconfu-

neralhome.com.

Wayne Thomas Swank

Chuck Anderson
Chuck Anderson was a wid-

ower of a 44-year marriage to
Deborah Anderson. The father of
four sons, loved and survived by
three sons and daughter in laws,
Wade and Imelda Anderson,
Craig and Deanna Anderson, and
Kevin and Sam Anderson. He
was blessed with nine amazing
grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. He was also loved
and survived by two sisters and
brothers-in-law, Ann and Travis
Burford, Ruby and Chet Lane, a
brother and sister- in-law, Quince
and Nancy Anderson, and a
brother-in-law, Lonnie Marks. He had six other brothers and sis-
ters who have previously passed, JD, Louise, Martha, Jenny, Mary
Ellen and Jimmy.

He was a hard working man in his younger years, retiring from
Reynolds Aluminum in Longview Wash., where he and Debbie
raised their family. He loved NASCAR, fishing, working on cars,
gardening, smoking salmon from his brother Quince and ice cold
beer. He taught his children to work hard, finish what you start
and to do it right or not at all. He loved his family and always did
the best he knew how to do. He will be missed.

Chuck Anderson
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tice and qualifying. Things that were kind of significant in
bedrock that we do, right? You come to the racetrack, you're
here for three days, you practice, you qualify, you're on your
way, right? For us to be the first sport back without fans ini-
tially on May 17th in Darlington, to the first sport back with
fans, I think it's an extraordinary achievement.”

After champions in the top three national series are crowned
this weekend at Phoenix Raceway, NASCAR faces consider-
able uncertainty as the 2021 season approaches, as do all

sports. The Daytona 500 is scheduled for Feb. 14,
2021, but how the landscape will look at that point
is still a major unknown.

“I think I would say, not just for the 500 but for
our entire schedule, we have this incredible sched-
ule that has been put together leading off with the
Daytona 500 on February 14th,” Phelps said. “Do

I believe we're going to have fans in the stands? I do. What
percentage of fans in the stands? I'm not sure. Will we have
folks in the garage, fans in the garage? I don't know. What I
would say is I can't wait till we do have fans back in the garage.

“The hallmark of our sport is about accessibility to the
garage, accessibility to the drivers, the crews. We don't have
that. We don't have that because we need to keep people safe.
That's the only way we're going to run a race is if we're going
to keep people safe.”

NASCAR NEWS

Reid Spencer – NASCAR Wire Service

In the most challenging year in a history that has spanned
more than seven decades, NASCAR racing has emerged
stronger in the face of a coronavirus pandemic that interrupted
the 2020 season, according to NASCAR president Steve
Phelps.

“What I would say is that, on March 8th, we were a sport that
was coming back, right?” Phelps said during a Zoom video
conference with reporters. “Our ratings had
stabilized last year. Our attendance was
going in the correct direction. 

“If you think about where we are as a
sport today, I believe we're stronger as a
sport today than we were pre-COVID. I be-
lieve that. I think that the momentum that
we've been able to gain has been nothing
short of incredible.”

On March 13, as coronavirus outbreaks
multiplied the spread of the virus,
NASCAR joined other major sports in
shutting down. Ten weeks later, with a ger-
rymandered scheduled and a cogent plan
for competing safely, racing resumed at
Darlington.

With imagination, creativity and careful
execution, NASCAR managed to stage a

full-36-race schedule in the Cup Series. The 2020 season was
one of discovery, as NASCAR ran races without practice and
qualifying, doubled up at certain tracks and held primetime
events midweek.

“(On Sunday), when we crowned a champion in our Cup
Series, we had run all our races,” Phelps said. “We did it
through ways that, frankly, probably we didn't think we could
do, right?

“A bunch of midweek races. Three doubleheaders. No prac-

NASCAR President Steve Phelps says sport stronger than ever amid historic year
To achieve that objective with respect to the competitors,

NASCAR adopted one-day shows for each series to minimize
the possibility of exposure to the virus. Next year, 28 of the 36
NASCAR Cup points races will be one-day shows. That will
change to some degree in 2022 when the new NextGen race car
hits the track. 

“I would say whatever mad scientist would come up with a
one day show would have been shot down pretty quickly,”
Phelps said. “Really, it was from the pandemic. Really, it was

from the industry coming together and
saying, ‘Can you do it at race tracks,
from an officiating standpoint?’ The
resounding answer was yes, obviously.

“The great news is that the racing,
again, arguably is as good as it's ever
been. We have 28 one day shows next
year, eight that we do not, (where)
we're going to have practice and qual-
ifying. What does that look like in '22
as we unveil a new car? Probably a lot
more practice and qualifying. How
much, and what does it look like? Re-
ally, it will be determined when we get
a little closer to that particular season.”

Phelps said the urgency of dealing
with schedule restructuring and devis-
ing protocols to keep competitors and
other essential personnel safe within
the garage forced the pausing of dis-
cussions with potential new manufac-
turers. 

“We haven't had a ton of conversa-
tions with other OEMs during the
COVID situation,” Phelps acknowl-
edged. “They've kind of had their own
issues with supply chains, making sure
they're getting vehicles out.

“When the season ends, we'll start
to kind of restart those conversations.
I think we are actually a more attrac-

tive sport today to a new OEM than we were back in March. I
believe that to be true. It's not that we were not an attractive
sport for them to make investments in our sport, but I think
now more than ever.”

The 2020 season also was one of heightened social con-
sciousness within the sport. With the activism of Black driver
Bubba Wallace as a catalyst, NASCAR banned the Confeder-
ate flag on race track premises and reaffirmed its commitment
to make the sport as inclusive as possible.

“What we do from a social justice standpoint moving for-
ward really to me is about human decency,” Phelps said. “We
want to make sure that people want to come to our facilities. We
want to make sure they want to participate in this sport on tel-
evision, radio, digitally and socially.  

“We want them to feel part of this community. It's a fantas-
tic community—it really is.”

This year’s pandemic forced industry professionals to think outside the box
to retain its hard-won NASCAR fans. In April, drivers raced virtually through
the use of a sim rig. At left, Hendrick Motorsports driver Chase Elliott tests out
his new Williams Custom Fabricators sim rig, produced by Corey Williams.
Above, Jeff Gordon, driver of the #24 Pepsi/Axalta Chevrolet, flips in the air
during a virtual crash in the eNASCAR iRacing Pro Invitational Series Geico
70 at Talladega Superspeedway on April 26, 2020 in Talladega, Ala.

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
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WE ARE OPEN!Betty Jane France Award winner announced
The NASCAR Foundation announced earlier this month that

Charlene Greer, a lifelong NASCAR fan and nine-year volun-
teer with Boys & Girls Clubs of Volusia / Flagler Counties, is
the winner of The NASCAR Foundation’s 10th annual Betty
Jane France Humanitarian Award. Greer received the award –
along with a $100,000 donation to Boys & Girls Clubs of Vo-
lusia / Flagler Counties – during a celebration livestreamed on
NASCAR.com from the Motorsports Hall of Fame of America
at Daytona International Speedway.

Greer, from Daytona Beach, Fla., is one of four finalists who
are all longtime NASCAR fans. Greer grew up spending week-
ends at the track with her father, a motorsports mechanic. Some
of her fondest memories are witnessing Bill Elliott go from
being known as “Awesome Bill from Dawsonville” to “Mil-
lion Dollar Bill” with his win at Darlington in 1985 over Labor
Day weekend and her first time attending the DAYTONA 500,
now her home track.

This year, The NASCAR Foundation chose to celebrate each
finalist with a small celebration in their race markets. Finalists
include Daryl Farler representing Amputee Blade Runners cel-
ebrating at the Nashville Convention & Visitors Corporation
with Nashville Superspeedway; Larry Jordan representing
Angel Flight Soars, Inc. at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta;
and, Rich Langley with the Roc Solid Foundation celebrating
with the team at Richard Childress Racing Museum. Each of
the three finalists receives a $25,000 donation to their charity
and with it being the 10th year of the Award, an additional
$5,000 gift to honor the occasion.

“This year’s finalists are all stand outs. Their NASCAR spirit
is behind the incredible work they do to improve the lives of
children in our communities each and every day,” said Mike
Helton, chairman of The NASCAR Foundation. “What a year
this has been and our fans rallied around this award like never
before. We are very proud of all the finalists and particularly
proud to present the Betty Jane France Humanitarian Award to
Charlene Greer, a very deserving recipient, to honor the work
she’s doing in NASCAR’s hometown of Daytona Beach.”

The award honors the philanthropic ideals and vision of The
NASCAR Foundation’s late founder and chairperson, Betty
Jane France, and is annually presented to a NASCAR fan who
is an accomplished volunteer championing children’s causes.
This year marks the 10th annual presentation of the award im-
pacting 354,647 children to date while recognizing 40 finalists
with a total of $1,770,000 in contributions to the causes they
represent.

Greer’s win will help change the lives of children living with
disadvantaged circumstances. The resulting $100,000 donation
will cover the costs to transport all of the organization’s more
than 1,400 children safely to the eight Boys & Girls clubs after
school utilizing bus transportation. With 87 percent of its mem-
bers on free or reduced lunch and the club’s motto to never turn
any child away for their inability to pay, this would help the
children to realize their full potential.

"Being a finalist for the Betty Jane France Humanitarian
Award has been overwhelmingly humbling,” stated Greer. “I
cannot thank The NASCAR Foundation enough for giving us
the platform to talk about the life-changing works that our staff
and volunteers at The Boys and Girls Clubs of Volusia/Flagler
Counties facilitates every day. Being able to represent the in-
credible team of people that stand beside me serving the mis-
sion and the passion for our kids has been an honor. From the
bottom of our hearts, thank you!”

Greer lends nearly 120 hours each month in her support of
the Boys & Girls Clubs including operational funding, and her
vision and execution of special activities that directly benefit
the students. She mentors children which is her favorite role,
participates in board meetings and advocates for the cause
while meeting with local elected officials and community lead-
ers. Her fundraising efforts are likely the most widely recog-
nized as her support wholly funds the Clubs’ annual Honor Roll
Banquet and Christmas party.

As NASCAR’s Most Popular Driver Chase Elliott sailed his No. 9
Chevrolet across the Phoenix Raceway finish line to capture his first
NASCAR Cup Series championship, several more numbers came into
focus, none more important than this one: 36.

Together, the NASCAR industry accomplished the improbable,
completing a full 36-race NASCAR Cup Series schedule, making it the
only major sport to complete a full season in 2020. Not only did
NASCAR run every race despite the challenges presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic, NASCAR saw numerous positive trends both
on and off the track.

On the track, the sport enjoyed some of the most competitive rac-
ing in years, evidenced by an increased number of passes, both for the
lead and throughout the field.

The intense racing led to viewership on television remaining stable
during the most competitive television landscape in history, while
NASCAR’s social and digital metrics enjoyed several increases across
its platforms.

Finally, positive buzz around NASCAR’s brand is trending 25%
higher than last year, a testament to the incredible strides the sport
made to get back to racing under incredibly challenging circumstances.

Below is a partial list of a "by the numbers" look at milestones from
NASCAR’s 2020 season.

Statistical Superlatives
23.3 – Average age of NASCAR’s national series champions: Cup

Series, Chase Elliott (24.11); Xfinity Series, Austin Cindric (22.1); Gan-
der RV & Outdoors Truck Series, Sheldon Creed (23).

1,190 – Green flag passes for the lead in the NASCAR Cup Series,
second-most in the past 14 seasons.

20.0 – The average number of lead changes per NASCAR Cup Se-
ries race, the most since 2014 (21.17).

20 – Number of races with a margin of victory of less than a second,
most since 2014.

1988 – The last year that NASCAR’s Most Popular Driver won the
championship (Bill Elliott).

4 – NASCAR transitioned from a series entitlement model to a pre-
mier partner model that welcomed four global leading brands as pre-
mier partners – Busch Beer, Coca-Cola, Geico and Xfinity.

3 – Three new teams have announced they will enter the NASCAR
Cup Series in 2021, including 23XI Racing owned by Michael Jordan
and Denny Hamlin.

In-Venue
94 – National Series races conducted in 2020, completing the en-

tire schedule.
5,000 – First responders and military personnel invited to attend

the first sporting event with fans at Homestead-Miami Speedway on
June 14.

1969 – The last year NASCAR introduced three new venues to a
NASCAR Cup Series schedule. The 2021 NASCAR Cup Series
schedule will introduce three new racetracks and two new layouts at
iconic venues.

Fan Engagement (Television & Digital)
3.058M – Average viewers on television of the NASCAR Cup Se-

ries, off just -2% year-over-year during one of the most competitive
television landscapes in history.

+1% – NASCAR viewership was up across races 2 thru 36 (ex-
cluding a rain impacted DAYTONA 500) – consistently bringing a sta-
ble audience each weekend.

+11 – On FS1, weekday editions of "NASCAR Race Hub" were up
11% this season compared to 2019 (show started back on Jan. 27).

190+ – NASCAR content was distributed in over 190 countries and
territories.

+7% – Total visits to NASCAR’s digital platform rose +7% from
2019.

+10% – Increase in the amount of time fans are spending on
NASCAR’s digital platforms on race days.

+56%   – NASCAR social media engagements have increased sig-
nificantly.

18% – Increase in NASCAR Mobile App downloads year-over-year.
30% - @NASCARonFOX recorded a +30% increase over 2019 with

more than 431 million views across Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
YouTube.

140+ – Live races aired in debut season of OTT platform Track-
Pass on NBC Sports Gold.

By the Numbers

https://www.facebook.com/curtistvinc/
https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

70. Thousands, for short
71. Microsoft browser
72. *What we do on Thanksgiv-
ing
73. ____ welcome!

DOWN
1. Steffi of tennis
2. Tibetan teacher
3. Beware of these, in spring
4. Window treatments
5. Bay Area serial killer never
captured
6. French Bulldog plus Pug
7. Alliance of former Soviet re-
publics, acr.
8. Raccoon's South American
cousin
9. Give the cold shoulder

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: THANKSGIVING

ACROSS
1. Glamour's partner
6. Prime time monitor, acr.
9. Prelude to a duel
13. Video killed this type of
star?
14. Orinoco or Grande
15. Temple Square perform-
ers, e.g.
16. Set straight
17. *Thanksgiving is on the
fourth Thursday in this
country
18. Filthy dough
19. *Opposite of Thanksgiv-
ing, traditionally
21. *The day's offering
23. Declare
24. Unacceptable in a juror
25. Fire fuel
28. ThÈ alternative
30. Jumped or leapt
35. Chipping choice
37. Plural of #25 Across
39. Coupon clipper, e.g.
40. A woodwind
41. Vernacular
43. The brightest star
44. One born to Japanese
immigrants
46. a.k.a. leaf cabbage
47. Capital on the Dnieper
48. Rear of a ship, pl.
50. Boisterous play
52. Not sweet, as in wine
53. Has divine power
55. None intended, often
57. *Macy's offering
60. *34th Street offering
64. Relating to pond scum
65. Highest card in "War"
67. Blood of the gods,
Greek mythology
68. Like unbagged tea
69. Female

10. Locket content, traditionally
11. Snob puts these on
12. Prior to
15. Necklace fasteners
20. Spiral-horned African ante-
lope
22. ____-been
24. Mendicity
25. *Thanksgiving Day football
hosts
26. Galactic path
27. One in a gaggle
29. *Utensil absent at Pilgrim's
table
31. Colonel or captain
32. Steer clear
33. "When pigs fly!"
34. *Condiment of the day
36. ____-do-well

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

• DIRT 

(828)371-2432

HAULING

Otto • Dillard
Franklin

• GRAVEL
• MULCH

38. Without help
42. Allegro and lento
45. Get some air
49. Seed alternative
51. Jonathan Franzen's 2015
novel
54. Rental agreement
56. Chip snack
57. Weary walk
58. Bug-eyed
59. Tear down
60. Track competition
61. Cabbage in France
62. Displeasure on one's face
63. Gaelic tongue
64. Draft choice
66. Repeated Cuban dance
step

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
https://www.snappystoragenc.com
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9957 Georgia Rd. • Otto, NC
828-349-4500

Over 1 Million Parts

Professional Installation Available

TRUCK ACCESSORIES
In Stock or Next Day

Suspension & Body Lifts • Winches
Off Road Bumpers • Tool Boxes
Exhaust • Diesel Performance
Truck Caps • Tonneau Covers

Custom Wheels • Off Road Tires
Window Tint • Floor Mats

LED Lighting• Hitches of every kind

In Otto Since 1998

Matt Iannuzzi
Broker/Associate

((882288))337711--88554444
mmttiipprrooppeerrttiieessooffwwnncc@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

RREEAALL EESSTTAATTEE

This building
was built and
has served
as a bank in
the past and
is in a great
location near
d o w n t o w n
Franklin, NC.
It has a two-
lane drive-thru window that also includes a night deposit box.
The building would make excellent office space and has its
own parking lot. The highway 64 exit is not far from this loca-
tion and the road improvements will most likely only benefit
the traffic flow to this building. This is a brick stand-alone
building in Palmer Street Mall. Currently rented, will be ready
to lease by 12/1/2020. $1,500 per month. Call Matt Iannuzzi
828-371-8544 for complete terms.

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

4 UNIQUELY BEAUTIFUL Cullasaja
Riverfront Lots, $69K-89K, Water, Elec-
tric and septic permit provided, Eco
Homes and RV Barns.  Also South
Facing 5 Acre Parcels $49K-59K.
(828)371-7940.

FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 Lots in
Gated Community. Unrestricted, Long
Range Views, Good Roads, 6 Miles
From Town. (828)421-4582.

5.49 ACRES COMMERCIAL Property,
Unrestricted, 64W, $185,000. For Ap-
pointment. Call (828)342-3208.

FRANKLIN NC WATERFALLS land
for sale by owner. 70 ft falls, winding
creek, mountain views. (total 6 acres
with 3 separated geographical sites).
Dividable via survey in half or thirds so
you can sell two sites, keep one for
yourself. private and serene, close to
town. Sensible deed restrictions. Active
septic permits. Easy access. Videos
available. Call, text to: (352)250-4492.
email to: tsmart@gate.net
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PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
ALL PHASES OF Remodeling, Trim,
Paint, Decks, Furniture Finishing and
Repair, 30 Years of Experience. Call
(828)421-8639.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home Re-
pairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Home (828)349-9087, Cell (828)371-
9754.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service,  867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

C & C PUMPS Well Pump Sales, Serv-
ice & Installations. Iron Removal Filter
Systems. Call David Cheek (828)369-
5176.

PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink Inc.
72 E. Main Street, Franklin (828)524-
2956.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping LLC.
Landscaping Projects, Cleanup, An-
nual Color, Mulch, Pine Straw, Aer-
ating, Fertilizing, Hardscapes, Steps,
Retaining Walls, Grading, Gravel,
Design, Grounds Maintenance and
Much More! Licensed & Insured,
Free Estimates (828)524-6959.
GREENTHUMB LAWN SERVICES Do
you need Fall Cleanup? Lawn Main-
tenance,  Landscaping,  Leaf Blow-
ing, Handyman Services. 16 Years
Experience. Call (828)421-8847.
G R AV E L * G R AV E L * G R AV E L
Franklin, Otto, Dillard, Jackrabbit
Hauling (828)332-8283.
HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Reli-
able.  (828)332-7247.

GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock
Work, Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793 Excel-
lent References.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
A&M SERVICES Handyman & Main-
tenance Services, Commercial and
Residential, Fully Insured, Free
Quotes AMServices.org (828)347-
6057.

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

Services

P  

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

  

  

Services

P  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

UPS IS HIRING for Seasonal Positions
Personal Vehicle Delivery Drivers M-F
$21/hr +mileage. Go to UPSjobs.com
TODAY, complete your application, and
sign up for a tour/interview

OLD EDWARDS INN & SPA High-
lands NC. Housekeeping and Dish-
washing starting at $13 per hour. Now
recruiting for Housekeepers, House-
man, 2nd Shift Laundry, Turndown At-
tendants, Dishwashers, Sous Chef,
Cook, Pastry and Bread Cook, Gar-
dener Assistant, Servers, Bussers,
Host/Hostess, Old Edwards Inn Rooms
Manager, Front Desk, Bellman, Night
Audit, Fitness Manager, Spa Atten-
dants, Cosmetologist, Freelance Fit-
ness Instructors. Benefits offered after
90 days employment. Apply online:
www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

ZAXBY’S OF FRANKLIN Now Hiring
Full-time Assistant Managers, Cooks,
Cashiers.  Apply at www.zaxjobs.com.
Come grow with us!

JIM BYRD CONSTRUCTION Seeking
Carpenters Call (828)421-3009.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
needing CNA’s, special opportuni-
ties are available with this position.
Call Donna for more information, it
will be worth the call. (828)524-6444.
SOLID FOUNDATION INC. is Seeking
Skilled Carpenter and Carpenters
Helper. Must have own Transportation,
Tools,  References Needed. Call
(828)369-3894.
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REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

CARENET THRIFT STORE 45 Macon
Center Dr., Franklin, Open Tuesday
and Thursda. 100% of proceeds bene-
fit the Mission of CareNet to help
bridge the gap during times of crisis for
families in Macon County. (828)349-
9064.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon./Wed./Fri./Sat.  10-
4pm.

FRESH GEORGIA PECANS For
Sale, Cracked Out and In Shell,
Thursday, Nov. 19, Wed. Nov. 25, 2-
4pm. In Front of VFW across from
Ace.

MILITARY SURPLUS BDU
Pants/Shirts, Boots, M65 Field
Jackets Gortex, Parkers, Field
Gear, Sleeping Bags,  Much More!
(828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET Fall Season
8am-Noon, every Saturday. Please
Come Out and Support Your Local
Framers Market. Fall & Winter Veg-
etable, Honey,  Fresh Chicken, Artisan
Breads,  Preserves, Handcrafted
Soaps, Eggs, Mushrooms. Large As-
sortment of Cookies. 200 Block East
Palmer.
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LUXURY 2006 LEXUS Light Blue 1
Owner, Never Wrecked, 100,000
miles,  $9,500. (828)200-1585.

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmissions,
Accessories. Installation Available.
Franklin Body Shop. (828)524-7494.
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WANTED TO BUY U.S. and Foreign
Coins and Currency. Top Prices Paid.
Free Appraisal.  Call Dan (828)421-
1616. danhazazer@gmail.com
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THURSDAY NOV. 19,20,21 from 9 am
- 2 pm. Different families & variety each
day. 96 Deal Farm Circle on Highlands
Road across from Cullasaja Church
and Exxon Station.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal Serv-
ices. 18 years and older.  Call Debbie
(941)266-7084.
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26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734
Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com

(828) 369-6767

$8.00
20 words or less

26 W. Main St. • Franklin, NC 28734
Email: maconcountynews@gmail.com

Per Year  /  Includes Tax

(828) 369-6767

$29.00

SUBSCRIBE
FOR ONLY

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
https://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com


https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
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