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Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands
at times of challenge and controversy,” a quote by Martin
Luther King Jr., is how Macon County Manager Derek
Roland began his proposal
to commissioners Tuesday
night asking for considera-
tion to provide county em-
ployees with a one-time
hazard pay bonus for work-
ing through the Covid-19
Pandemic. 

“We always talk about the
employees in this organization and how they are great at pro-
viding essential services to the folks of Macon County,” said
Roland. “During all this time, it has never been more truth-
ful and has never became more evident to me personally than
it has during the past eight months as Macon County, our
state, and nation have continued to deal with the Covid-19
Pandemic. As Macon County manager, I can assure you that
there is no department in this organization that has been

spared from the challenges and the challenging times that
have been brought about by Covid-19.”

Roland asked commissioners to consider providing all
full-time employees with Macon County with a $750 bonus
and part time employees with $150 bonus, to show their ap-
preciation for working during the pandemic. The criteria to

determine the holiday
bonuses provided by the
county is the same criteria
used to determine eligibility
for the hazard pay bonus. 

Roland informed commis-
sioners that it would cost less
than $400,000 to provide all
eligible employees with the
bonus, but the funds to do it

would come at no added expense to county tax payers. 
“We would be able to provide the bonuses to employees

with a net zero impact on the county’s budget,” said Roland. 
Roland explained to commissioners that not only have

county employees remained working during the pandemic,

The Bagosys, a Gold Star family, raise the American flag at Wednesday’s Veterans Day ceremony held at the Special Liberty Proj-
ect Farm. Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 994 co-sponsored the event with the Special Liberty Project. For more, see page 4.
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“I can assure you that there is no de-
partment ... that has been spared from the
challenges and the challenging times that
have been brought about by Covid-19.”   

– Derik Roland, County Manager

https://themaconcountynewsonline.com
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they have seen a significant increase in services. 

Referencing a sample of county departments, Roland said that
the county permitting department collected $236,000 receipts for
recorded deeds and plats in the Register of Deeds office, a record
number of building permits being issued through the inspections
department, a record number of meals served daily through the
senior service center and more homebound meal deliveries than
ever. The Board of Elections conducted a record turnout presi-
dential election; the IT department has had to learn new software
overnight; finance has had to mitigate unprecedented budget chal-
lenges and funding changes on the state and federal level; transit
has continued operating and providing transportation to the
county’s most vulnerable population, all while taking on substan-
tial personal risk to continue operations. 

Commissioner Ronnie Beale, who made the motion to grant
employees the bonus without hesitation, noted that Macon County
is one of the few governments in the state that did not close down
and halt operations during the pandemic. Roland agreed and said
that some county governments across the state have yet to con-
tinue essential services that Macon County never stopped provid-
ing. 

“I’ve never been more proud to be a part of this organization
and I've never been more proud of the employees in this organi-
zation who have chosen to stand in as leaders during the most
challenging time that this county, state, or nation has ever faced,”
said Roland. 

Commissioner Paul Higdon cast the sole opposing vote to the
hazard pay, stating that when county employees are hired, they
are hired to work in good times and in bad and they shouldn’t get
a bonus for simply doing the jobs they were hired to do. 

“We hire you to perform in good times and bad times,” said
Higdon. “I work with people in the private sector and I'm not here

to represent the Board of Elections, or the Sheriff's Office, or the
Board of Health. I appreciate those boards and those committees
and respect them fighting to get more money,  but the private sec-
tor employees don’t have the same hazard pay and benefits so
county employees shouldn’t.”

Higdon also argued that private sector employees weren’t given
paid leave if they had to quarantine when being exposed to Covid-
19 like public employees were. However, Federal Cares Act pro-
vided funding for employees, both private and public, to
quarantine if exposed to COVID19, which came at no cost to pri-
vate employees. In fact, the Federal Cares Act funding specifically
exempted public health employees and first responders from being
able to have paid leave to quarantine as they were deemed as es-
sential employees. 

Despite saying he appreciated the work county employees per-
form, he voted against providing them with hazard pay. 

The Board of Commissioners voted 4-1 to award all eligible
county employees with the bonus. 

N.C. still in Phase 3; indoor 
gathering limit reduced to 10 

Governor Roy Cooper announced Tuesday that North Carolina’s
indoor mass gathering limit will be lowered to 10 people in an ef-
fort to drive down North Carolina’s key COVID-19 metrics. Execu-
tive Order 176 will go into effect on Friday, Nov. 13, and will be in
place through Friday, Dec. 4.

"This reduction in our indoor gathering limit aims to slow the
spread and bring down our numbers," Cooper said. "It also sends
a serious signal to families, friends and neighbors across our state.
Success in slowing the spread will help our businesses."

The order does not change the reduced capacity limits for cer-
tain businesses that have already been laid out. 

Cooper and NC DHHS Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen also under-
scored the need for people to wear a mask any time they gather
with people outside of their immediate household.

“Let’s keep our friends, family, and loved ones safe this holiday
season. If you are going to travel or get together, plan ahead to re-
duce the risk to your family and friends,” said NCDHHS Secretary
Cohen. “Remember, it’s not how well you know someone when it
comes to wearing a mask. If they don’t live with you, get behind
the mask.“

New Phase 3 changes
The Phase 3 measures are extended for another 3 weeks,

through December 4, 2020.
• The Mass Gathering Limit for indoor spaces is reduced from 25

to 10 people including indoor in-home gatherings, Indoor in-home
social events, all other indoor gatherings not otherwise exempted
from the Executive Order

• Gatherings or other events not subject to the 10-person indoor
Mass Gathering Limit: Worship, religious, spiritual gatherings, wed-
ding ceremonies, funeral services, and other First Amendment ac-
tivities, gatherings for work or for receiving governmental services,
and gatherings at places that are subject to other capacity limits
stated in the Executive Orders. These include fitness and exercise
facilities, restaurants, personal care businesses, museums and
aquariums, movie theaters, hotels, conference centers, and re-
ception venues. 

Current limits that remain the same
• The outdoor Mass Gathering limit remains at 50.
• This Order does not change the reduced capacity limits set out

for certain facilities and venues, including:
- Fitness and exercise facilities remain open, subject to stated

capacity limits and other requirements.
- Restaurants remain open, subject to stated capacity limits and

other requirements.
- Personal care businesses remain open, subject to stated ca-

pacity limits and other requirements.
- Museums and aquariums remain open, subject to stated ca-

pacity limits and other requirements.
- Movie theaters remain open, subject to stated capacity limits

and other requirements.
- Arenas and performing arts centers remain open, subject to

stated capacity limits and other requirements.
- Meeting spaces in hotels, conference centers, meeting halls,

and receptions venues may host receptions, meetings, and other
functions, subject to capacity limits and other restrictions.

• The outdoor areas of amusement parks may reopen, subject
to capacity limits and other restrictions. Indoor rides at amusement
parks remain closed.

• Bars’ outdoor seating areas remain open, subject to reduced
capacity limits and other restrictions. Indoor bar areas remain
closed.

• Music halls, night clubs, lounges, adult entertainment, venues
for live performances, and arenas with spectators where guests
are seated remain open, subject to reduced capacity limits.

• Large outdoor facilities with a capacity of more than 10,000
guests remain open at 7% of the facility’s total seating capacity, if
they meet certain requirements.

• Face coverings are still required in public when it is not possi-
ble to maintain social distancing from non-household members.

• Alcohol sales are still required to cease from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Reitmeier announces 
candidacy for mayor

Brittney Lofthouse – Contributing Writer

Although the 2020
General Election is yet
to be decided, local
residents are already
turning their focus to
the next election.
Franklin resident
Daniel “Danny” Reit-
meier, announced on
social media last week
that he would be seek-
ing election as mayor
of Franklin. Reitmeier
also called a press con-
ference on Monday on
the courthouse square
to make an official an-
nouncement. 

Reitmeier is a native
of Franklin and a
United States Air Force
veteran, having served
during Desert Storm.
He said he decided to run for mayor because he wanted to take an
active role in local government. 

“My reason for running is simple,” said Reitmeier. “I believe
you can sit on the sidelines or choose to get involved and try to
make a difference.”

Reitmeier also said that he hopes to encourage change and find
ways to make things happen rather than reasons why they cannot. 

“It seems like lately it is always ‘no we can’t’ but I would like
to think that yeah, we can and I think we need more of ‘yes,’ while
working under whatever current mandates are in place,” Reitmeier
said in referencing to recent town decisions made surrounding
COVID19. “I believe we need to have more of a common sense
approach. If something is broken, let’s try to fix it.”

Reitmeier, a Republican, would be running for mayor, a seat
currently held by Bob Scott. While Scott has not made an official
announcement that he plans to seek re-election as the election
would not occur until 2021, he has said he intends to do so. Scott
was re-elected to a fourth term as mayor in 2019 when he faced off
against Town Council member Barbara McRae. 

“I think it is time for a change, time for something new,” Reit-
meier said. “New thoughts, new ideas, different perspectives, new
personalities, progressive thinking and most of all, progressive ac-
tion.”

Reitmeier went on to promise that he will be running a positive
campaign with no personal attacks or smear tactics. 

Officially filing for the 2021 Municipal Election will not com-
mence until next June and the election is in November 2021. 

Danny Reitmeier
Photo by Vickie Carpenter

https://www.facebook.com/appalachianace/
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The Veteran’s Day ceremony at the Special Liberty Project Farm
and Retreat Center began with the presentation of colors. The
Bagosys, a Gold Star family, raised the American flag followed
by the simultaneous raising of the four flags of the U.S. mili-
tary. Wesley and Charlotte Merritt led the Pledge of Allegiance;
Dwayne Cabe sang the National Anthem; and VVA Chaplain
Dale Cannon gave the invocation. Special guest speaker Kaleb
Weakley, USMC Ret. and Special Liberty Project director spoke
on “What is Veteran’s Day?” Special music was provided by
The White Sisters, who sang “God Bless America” and “Amer-
ica the Beautiful” among others. Leigh Tabor Holbrooks with
Veteran Services of Macon County and Jessica Merritt, founder
and CEO of Special Liberty Project and military spouse, also
spoke. Mickey Stockton and Coley Tyler attended the wreath
laying ceremony; a 21-gun salute was led by Kaleb Weakley;
and Bill Talbott played Taps. Vietnam veteran and county com-
missioner Gary Shields was moderator.

Photos by Vickie Carpenter
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“The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly 
proportional to how they perceive the veterans of earlier wars were treated and appreciated by their nation.”

– George Washington

https://www.countrysidechevy.com
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinNCFord
https://www.facebook.com/smokymtncdjr/
https://www.facebook.com/Beachs-Auto-Refinishing-711820048907145
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http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/curtistvinc/
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https://www.facebook.com/Law-Office-Of-Russell-R-Bowling-203510500026476
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https://www.facebook.com/mountainsepticservice
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Assistant DA does double duty as JAG Corp member  
John Hindsman Jr. is leaving his civilian job for his military

one, transforming from local assistant district attorney into
Maj. Hindsman, U.S. Army Reserve judge advocate.

As a member of Judge Advocate General (JAG) Corps,
Hindsman deploys for monthly training to Puerto Rico with
his unit on Thursday, Nov. 12. During the unit’s battle assem-
bly, soldiers will spend four days honing their military skills.

When at home, Hindsman works in the 43rd Prosecutorial
District for District Attorney Ashley Hornsby Welch. Though
his duties can take him into any of the seven counties that
make up the district, he typically works in Macon, Clay and
Cherokee counties.

The 38-year-old is a Clay County native who lives near
Hayesville with his wife, Michelle, who is an interior designer.
He is the son of Jane and Steve Hindsman.

“The district attorney has been exceptionally supportive of
my double duties, as has my wife,” Hindsman said.

Hindsman frequently works on his military cases at night or
on weekends, after his assistant district attorney duties end for
the day. Additionally, he participates in the monthly training
with his unit, as well as spends up to 30 days each year on ac-
tive duty. 

In 2013, Hindsman was mobilized to serve as trial counsel
within 4th Infantry Division in Fort Carson, Colo.

“While there, I worked numerous sexual assault cases, a
high-profile murder case and an international child sexual
abuse case in conjunction with the Colorado Springs Police
Department,” he said. “No one day was like another.” 

“You receive a broad legal education and learn how to be
part of a team. I do not have a problem expressing my opin-
ion, but within a command structure, you have to say it in a re-
spectful way. And, ultimately, I know it is only my opinion
and advice.”

District Attorney Welch said Hindsman’s experience as a
military lawyer benefits the office. He and Assistant District
Attorney Kimberly Harris, a Cherokee County native and vet-
eran of the U.S. Army, add depth to her team’s legal talents,

she said, thanks to their military service.
Harris served four years on active duty as an intelligence

analyst with Second Stryker Brigade.
Hindsman has a family history of military service. His father

is a U.S. Navy veteran who served two tours in Vietnam. His
uncle served in the Air Force.

“John cares deeply about giving back, and serving in the
military is just one way he does that,” Welch said. “I’m proud
– our entire staff is proud – of his service. He puts a huge

Assistant District Attorney and JAG lawyer John Hindsman Jr.
with his wife Michelle.

amount of time and effort into both his assistant district attor-
ney work and his military work.”  

Recruited by the Army and U.S. Marine Corps while in high
school, Hindsman elected instead to attend Appalachian State
University in Boone. He soon found himself in ROTC, his first
step to becoming a judge advocate. 

Hindsman holds two bachelor degrees, one in criminal jus-
tice and the other in political science, as well as two minors,
one in business management and the other in military leader-
ship. After college, Hindsman joined the Army as a signal
corps officer, commissioned as a second lieutenant. He was
granted an educational delay to attend law school and selected
Campbell University. 

He was recommissioned in 2009 as a judge advocate. 
The JAG Corps typically selects only 10 to 20 percent of

civilian applicants and junior officer applicants each year, ac-
cording to information compiled by the Army. 

During his years of service, Hindsman has worked in a va-
riety of roles for the military, including helping service mem-
bers with wills, powers of attorney, notarizations, income tax
preparation and landlord/tenant issues.

Currently, Hindsman serves as judge advocate for the 1st
Mission Support Command in Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico,
and as operational law attorney for 402nd Civil Affairs Bat-
talion. The battalion conducts civil affairs missions in Central
and South America with support from the 1st Mission Sup-
port Command. 

In his role as a judge advocate, Hindsman advises his bat-
talion commander on operational law. JAGs are encouraged to
have a broad range of experience, and in the span of his mili-
tary career, Hindsman has worked in civil, maritime and in-
ternational law and served on the Rule of Law team for
developing countries.

“I have a very strong belief in public service, as do my par-
ents,” Hindsman said. “When home, as a senior assistant dis-
trict attorney, I serve the community I live in and the people I
grew up with. When away, I’m proud to serve my country.”

https://www.nantahalabank.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MountainHomeMinders
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WCU launches veterans, military alumni society 
Melissa Metcalf Le Roy believes

her father, the late Oscar William Met-
calf Jr., would have been the first to
apply for membership in Western Car-
olina University’s new Veterans and
Military Alumni Society. Metcalf, a
decorated Vietnam War vet, died Oct.
18, at the age of 72 in Shelbyville,
Tenn. 

“He dearly loved Western,” said Le
Roy. “He was proud of his alma mater,
the opportunities it gave him. He went
to college while working full time and
raising a young family. The university
supported him, and (his bachelor’s de-
gree) really meant something.” 

With the nation’s annual observance
of Veterans Day upon us, WCU’s Of-
fice of Alumni Engagement is launch-
ing a new alumni group designed to
help former students with service in
the U.S. Armed Forces connect with
one another and with their alma mater.

The typical member of the alumni
society would be anyone who has
served or is serving in the military,
said Elizabeth Qualls, coordinator of affinity programs for
WCU Alumni Engagement. Both in-person and virtual events
are planned for participants to socialize and find common
bonds and support.  

“Since the society will be most successful when alumni are
interested and participating, we will be taking suggestions
from members for events and activities,” Qualls said. “The
opportunities are endless. Our main goal is to have an alumni
society where they can build a community and have events
tailored to their interests. WCU will also provide mentoring
opportunities and different ways for alumni to engage with
the university.” 

Metcalf had been looking forward to such involvement,
Le Roy said. He had been scheduled for an honor flight to
Washington, D.C., that was unfortunately canceled because
of the pandemic. A special ceremony prior to Veterans Day
was held at the Bedford County, Tennessee, courthouse Sun-
day, Nov. 8. 

Even though Metcalf, an Asheville native, died from cancer
prior to the ceremony, the event went ahead as planned, with
his family being formally recognized. Among the medals and
commemorative items presented was a Zippo lighter.

“That was special. Dad had an inscribed USS America
Zippo lighter during the war,” Le Roy said. “But when I was
born, he was determined to quit smoking. So, one day, as he
drove to Cullowhee for class and instinctively went to light a
cigarette, he instead tossed the lighter and cigarette out the
window. He successfully quit smoking, but later wished he
done it without losing the lighter. This replica was to replace
that keepsake.” 

A celebration of life for Metcalf’s friends and family in
Western North Carolina will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 22, at Jackson Park in Hendersonville.

For more information on the WCU Veterans and Military
Alumni Society, contact Qualls at 828-227-7335 or
equalls@wcu.edu. 

Oscar William Metcalf Jr. served in Vietnam in the U.S. Navy. Metcalf passed away Oct.
18, just weeks before the launch of WCU’s Veterans and Military Alumni Society.

https://www.facebook.com/sophisticutfranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Rusted-Arrow-Market-108059040655917/
https://www.facebook.com/smomtnjlry/
https://www.facebook.com/Black-Bear-Paving-Construction-Inc-1554768748119077/
http://www.gillettelawnc.com
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3195 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, NC
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more information, or call 828-524-7806.

Funds awarded to prevent colorectal cancer in N.C. 
The North Carolina Department of Health and Human

Services (NCDHHS) has received five years of funding from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to
partner with Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) to
increase colorectal cancer screenings, particularly among un-
derserved communities in North Carolina. 

“Colorectal cancer is the fourth leading cause of all can-
cer deaths in North Carolina, but it’s treatable and beatable
if caught in early stages,” said Dr. Susan Kansagra, Section
Chief for Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention in the Di-
vision of Public Health. “Our aim is to remove barriers to
screening and treatment for people in the higher-risk age
range (50 to 75), including those who may not have access
to health insurance, and move North Carolina further toward
the national testing goal of screening 80 percent in every
community.” 

This new funding, which includes nearly $700,000 in the
first year, will assist select FQHCs in improving their col-
orectal cancer screening systems and educating their com-
munities on the importance of routine screenings for early
detection. The funding will also be used to provide appro-
priate follow-up care for uninsured or underinsured patients
who have abnormal test results.  

FQHCs are community-based health care centers that pro-
vide primary care services in underserved areas, including
for individuals without health insurance. FQHCs that have
colorectal cancer screening rates of less than 60 percent and
have at least two clinic sites will be considered for partici-
pation in the program.

Colorectal cancer particularly impacts historically mar-
ginalized populations, including racial and ethnic minori-
ties, with African Americans having the highest incidence
and mortality rates. In 2019, North Carolina FQHCs served
more than 610,000 patients, 33 percent of whom were
African American and 30 precent who reported
Hispanic/LatinX ethnicity. However, only 46 percent of pa-
tients age 50-75 were screened for colorectal cancer.

With the coronavirus pandemic causing people to post-
pone some routine medical procedures, national colorec-
tal cancer screening rates have declined 86 percent,
according to an analysis by Epic Health Research Net-
work. As the COVID-19 virus also disproportionately im-
pacts historically marginalized populations in North
Carolina, it is more important than ever to increase pre-
ventative screenings among the state’s vulnerable com-
munities.

The funding will be administred by the North Carolina
Partnerships to Increase Colorectal Cancer Screening (NC
PICCS), which includes the NCDHHS Cancer Prevention
and Control Branch, the American Cancer Society, and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

Regular cancer screenings are critical and can be done as
safely as possible following CDC and NCDHHS guidelines
for health care facilities. To learn more about NCDHHS ini-
tiatives to ease the burden of cancer in North Carolina, visit
publichealth.nc.gov/chronicdiseaseandinjury/cancerpreven-
tionandcontrol.

Dr. Ingram joins orthopaedics
team at Erlanger in Murphy

Dr. Dale Ingram, a
board-certified, fellow-
ship-trained general or-
thopaedic surgeon with
the Erlanger Orthopaedic
Institute, is now seeing
patients at Erlanger
Western Carolina Hospi-
tal (EWCH) on select
weekdays. Dr. Ingram
joins EWCH orthopaedic
surgeon Dr. Stephen
Purvis and nurse practi-
tioner Jesse Mayo at the
Erlanger Orthopaedics
office located at 75 Med-
ical Park Lane, Suite B,
in Murphy.

As a general orthopaedic surgeon, Dr. Ingram treats both
adult and pediatric patients. Though he treats all orthopaedic
injuries and disorders, his areas of expertise include
arthroscopy of the knee and shoulder, joint replacement sur-
gery, adult and pediatric fractures, sports medicine and hand
and upper extremity disorders.

Dr. Ingram attended the University of Florida College of
Medicine in Gainesville, Fla., for medical school. He com-
pleted his orthopaedic surgery residency training at Er-
langer, which is affiliated with the educational institution
where he now serves as an assistant clinical professor – the
University of Tennessee College of Medicine at Chat-
tanooga. Following residency, he completed a sports medi-
cine fellowship at the prestigious Hughston Clinic in
Columbus, Ga. After the establishment of a successful or-
thopaedic and sports medicine practice in St. Augustine,
Fla., Dr. Ingram returned to the Chattanooga area in 2002.

Dr. Dale Ingram

Hospice House in final stretch toward completion 
The town of Franklin will soon be

home to SECU Hospice House of
WNC. This new facility will provide
hospice inpatient and respite care, help-
ing to ensure the people of this rural
mountain region receive compassion-
ate, loving care during their final jour-
ney and their loved ones receive the
help they need to stay well.  SECU
Hospice House will serve the six far
western counties of North Carolina and
northeast Georgia and become the only
free-standing inpatient hospice facility
in North Carolina west of Asheville. 

Construction of SECU Hospice
House, an initiative of Hospice House
Foundation of WNC, is more than 60%
complete and slated to begin serving
hospice patients this coming spring.
Four Seasons The Care You Trust, a
not-for-profit hospice care provider,
will operate this hospice inpatient facility once construction is
complete.  Hospice House Foundation of WNC’s fundraising
for construction of SECU Hospice House is also approaching
the finish line, with just $150,000 left to raise.

Hospice House Foundation of WNC will recognize on a Wall
of Honor within SECU Hospice House those who gave to make
this hospice inpatient facility a reality and whose donations total
$1,000 or more.

About Hospice House Foundation of WNC
HHFWNC is a 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to raise

funds for the construction of a 6-bed hospice inpatient facility
for the far western region of North Carolina (Cherokee, Clay,
Graham, Jackson, Macon, and Swain counties and the Qualla
Boundry) and northeast Georgia.  The demographics in this ge-

ographic area speak to the need for a hospice inpatient facility
– roughly 25% of this area’s population is age 65 or older, more
than 50,000 individuals, the age group most served by hospice,
yet no Hospice Houses exist in this region.  

Hospice Houses provide relief from physical, emotional, and
spiritual suffering of people who are facing life’s final journey
and respite care so that caregivers can get the rest they need to
stay well.  Hospice helps people peacefully navigate the end-of-
life passage with grace and dignity.   

To learn more about this important regional initiative, an in-
valuable community resource that will fuel the local economy
and touch the lives of many people, contact  Michele R. Alder-
son, President Hospice House Foundation of WNC by email,
micheleralderson@gmail.com; phone (828)524-6375 or visit
www.hhfwnc.org.

SECU Hospice House of WNC will have on display a Wall of Honor recognizing donors
of $1,000 or more in the finished facility.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Macon-Valley-Nursing-and-Rehabilitation/522078244534122
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Mountain 
Medical Directory
Quality Care for a Healthy Life

Gentle Dental Care

• Crowns/Bridges/
Implant Crowns

• Partial and
Complete Dentures

• Teeth Whitening
• Occlusal Bite Guards

WE OFFER NO INTEREST PAYMENT PLANS WHEN QUALIFIED

NOW OFFERING COMPLIMENTARY
2813 PHA EXAMS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL

James F Melzer Jr, DMD
(828) 369-0618 (K-Mart Shopping Center)

• Endodontics
• Cleanings/

Oral Cancer Screening
• Periodontal Services
• Oral Surgery/Extractions
• White Composite Fillings

Now a member of the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC
and Delta Dental provider networks

APPALACHIAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

Same Day
Crowns Now

Available!

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.
A FULL-SERVICE EYE CLINIC

Charles A. Shaller, M.D.

If you value your
eye sight, trust a
Board Certified
Ophthalmologist.

Dr. Shaller is accepting new patients.
Cataract, Glaucoma & Diabetic Evaluations.
Comprehensive Eye Exams. No Referral

Needed. Full Service Optical Shop.

36 WESTGATE PLAZA
FRANKLIN, NC 28734

828.369.4236
FAX 828.369.0753

WE MATCH 1-800-CONTACTS PRICING

Vaya Health to holding 
virtual town hall Nov. 19 

Vaya Health is seeking input on North Carolina’s publicly
funded system for behavioral health and intellectual and/or
developmental disability (IDD) services during a live virtual
town hall on Facebook.

The N.C. Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) will host the online event Thursday, Nov. 19, at 6
p.m. Vaya members, families and advocates are invited to at-
tend. Participants will have a chance to share feedback, ask
questions and voice any concerns as the state’s public system
for mental health, substance use disorder and IDD services
undergoes major changes.

Vaya and DHHS want to hear about how the system is
working or how they can help create a system that improves
health outcomes and promotes recovery for North Carolini-
ans. The town hall will focus on the needs of Western North
Carolinians and will include remarks and presentations Kody
Kinsley, DHHS deputy secretary; Victor Armstrong, director
of the N.C. Division for Mental Health, Developmental Dis-
abilities and Substance Abuse Services; and Brian Ingraham,
CEO of Vaya Health.

To join the live event – courtesy of UNC-TV and the Gov-
ernor’s Institute – visit www.facebook.com/GovInst/live.
The link will be active 15 minutes before the event begins.
Participants will be able to post questions in the live chat,
record a video message beforehand or submit questions in
advance to Suzanne.Thompson@dhhs.nc.gov.

For more information, including how to upload video
questions, visit www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/mental-health-
developmental-disabilities-and-substance-abuse/virtual-
town-hall-meetings.

About Vaya Health
Based in Asheville, N.C., Vaya Health manages public

funds for mental health, substance use disorder and intellec-
tual or developmental disability services in 22 western North
Carolina counties: Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Bun-
combe, Caldwell, Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Hen-
derson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell,
Polk, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Wilkes and Yancey. Ac-
cess to care and crisis assistance are available 24/7 at 1-800-
849-6127. Learn more at www.vayahealth.com.

Southwestern’s Nurse Aide program gets a boost
Enrollment in Southwest-

ern Community College’s
Nurse Aide program just got
a lot more affordable.

The North Carolina Com-
munity College's System has
recently awarded grant
money to support students
enrolled in the Nurse Aide
Program at SCC.

The North Carolina Tar-
geted Assistance Program
(NCTAP) is a state grant pro-
gram designed to increase
enrollment for high-demand
occupations. This year, the
grant will be providing
scholarships to eligible stu-
dents in SCC's Nurse Aide
program to cover costs for
their spring 2021 tuition.

Since its inception in 2002
NCTAP has aimed to in-
crease the percentage of
North Carolinians, particu-
larly those in rural popula-
tions, pursuing and easily
accessing education and
training through NC Community Colleges.

SCC’s Nurse Aide program prepares students to become
certified nursing assistants (CNAs). CNAs help care for
physically or mentally ill, injured or disabled individuals in
hospitals, nursing and personal care facilities and mental
health settings. Working under the supervision of nurses,
CNAs perform much-needed daily tasks such as serving
meals, making beds and helping patients eat, dress and
bathe.

“Local healthcare providers consistently express the need
for qualified Nurse Aides,” said Dr. Thom Brooks, Vice
President of Instruction and Student Services at SCC. “We
are proud to offer this scholarship opportunity to support
folks who are interested in preparing for careers as CNAs.”

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the demand

for nursing assistants is expected to grow eight percent by
2029, a much faster growth rate than the average for all oc-
cupations. Many local employers, such as Harris Medical
Associates, Skyland Care Center and Tsali Care Center, are
constantly seeking CNAs to join their practices.

“With today's number of people who require assistance
with their healthcare needs steadily increasing, nurse aides
are in even more demand than usual,” said Donna Conner,
Nurse Aide Instructor and Program Director. “This scholar-
ship will aid in the educational and professional develop-
ment of a number of students, which in return will benefit
many people in our communities for years to come.”

For more information on the Nurse Aide program, con-
tact Conner at d_conner@southwesterncc.edu or by calling
828.339.4459.

SCC’s Nurse Aide program prepares students to become certified nursing assistants (CNAs)
working underneath nurses in skilled facilities. Pictured are, from left, Nita Harner of Whittier and
Mary “Caitlyn” Gibson of Franklin.

https://www.facebook.com/McGee-Dermatology-Clinic-248131295656102/
https://www.facebook.com/appalachiandentalcare/
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What’s new on the plateau
Patrick Taylor - Highlands Mayor

A picture is worth a thousand
words, or at least 500.  The
photo of a overstuffed  bear re-
sistant garbage toter that was
placed on the road Sunday af-
ternoon illustrates a growing
problem in Highlands (photo
below).  I suspect a VRBO
group decided it was acceptable
to just pile their garbage up on
the roadside.  I hope this was
not the deed of a permanent
resident.

What is unfortunate is that much of the garbage in the
photo could have been recycled. The toter was less than
a mile away from our recycling trailer at the Highlands
Recreation Center. The cardboard boxes, beer cans and
wine bottles didn’t have to appear in the photograph.  

I have researched the issue of overloading toters. Many
commercial companies, like Waste Management, have
additional fees for overloading their trash toters.  If the
lid cannot be closed, the additional fees go into place.  In
lieu of fees, the town has fines for placing loose garbage
on the roadside.  It is a form of littering.   

What is distressing about the image is the message it
communicates about how people view this beautiful
mountain environment.  It suggests a sense of entitlement
about just throwing away garbage.  

As I have stated many times before, everything  con-
sumed on the plateau is trucked in and sold.  It costs more
money on average to purchase these products, but folks
accept those prices as part of being in this beautiful, but

isolated mountain
community.  The flip
side is that it costs
more money to re-
move the trash gener-
ated on the plateau.  It
is intolerable to just
throw garbage on the
roadside.  What is
seen in the photo-
graph increases the
likelihood of trash
being scattered. Car-
ing citizens routinely
participate in litter
sweeps to keep our
community  beautiful.
We are all responsible

Patrick Taylor

See TAYLOR page 11

A letter to me from a gleeful foe
“We have been trying to get rid of Trump for four years,

because he doesn’t represent the sheep, or represent us, your
Compassionate Helpers. So, this time around:

“1. We scared the sheep about a cold virus, so badly that
they became hysterical and would do anything we told them
to do, like wearing face masks and not touching each other
and (the best) locking themselves down in their homes.

“2. We changed the emphasis on deaths from the cold
virus to “cases,” since there weren’t enough actual deaths to
keep the scam going; also, we exaggerated the number of
deaths and cases by about 1,000 percent.

“3. Then we told the sheep that they would be killing oth-
ers if they physically came out to vote, so they should vote
by mail. We had our friends at the postal “service” send
mail-in ballots to everyone. Then millions of mail-in bal-
lots were harvested from the sheep; sometimes a few bucks
were passed along.

“4. At the same time we had our friends in the national
media maintain that the Democrat presidential contender
was a shoo-in to win, no problem (thus, why bother to vote,
non-sheep?); they also did a great job of keeping the virus
hysteria at a high level. People were clamoring for an
untested vaccine (more $ billions for our friends).

“5. Then, when it was time to count the votes, our elec-
tion friends (heroes) did what they had to do to keep Trump
from winning (even though he probably did.) We made sure
that if a state was too close to call, it was taken care of, by
hook or crook, so to speak.

“6. As a bonus, we rid the country of thousands of prob-
ably millions of those nasty non-essential small businesses,
and made ourselves hundreds of millions of dollars at the

What should Christians pray for the most?
Your heart may be heavy and sometimes filled with fear

these days. That seems to be true for most of us these days.
When we fear though, we’re not fully trusting God like we
should. Believe me, me and my family know. Our daughter
Rosea makes a trip with us in her car every three weeks to
Newnan, Ga., below Atlanta. We both are cancer patients.
I’ve finished treatments for a while, maybe a long while.
My wife Darlene will be getting one every three weeks until
next July, God willing. With all this stress in life, how do
we cope? The answer is very simple. Prayer is the answer to
all our problems We’ve gone backwards in America for too
long. It’s time to pray like the old days. We need to pray for
each other. We need to pray for the leaders of our country.
The Bible tells us, I think, if I’m not mistaken, to pray for
“all those in authority.”  

I’ve never read and studied the Bible like I should have,
I guess. I’ve listened to some great man and women of God,
though. They’ve read and studied it most of their life. The
Holy Spirit lets me know when they are right or wrong.
Every Christian has that helper inside.

Yes, we need to pray more these days. Most of all though,
we need to pray for a Great Revival in America. Hopefully,
I will pray more for this.

Jerry R. Holden – Franklin, N.C.

same time (thank you, taxpayers and the printing press). We
also trimmed the old people population along with other use-
less eaters.

“7. We found our how incredibly ease it is to get the sheep
to do whatever we want. (Fear works.)

“And, there you have. Democracy in action.”  

Stephen Crosby – Franklin, N.C.
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RRUUSSTT&&
RREELLIICCSS

7711 EE.. MMaaiinn SStt.. •• FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC 
((882288))334499--44446677
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RUST&
RELICS

AAnnttiiqquueess,, CCoolllleeccttiibblleess,, HHaannddmmaaddee && MMoorree

John P. Hamlin, Agent
109 W. Palmer Street
Franklin, NC 28734
Bus: 828-369-9696
Fax: 828-369-0099
john@johnhamlininsurance.com

BRYANT’S
ANTIQUE MALL

Mon – Sat 9am – 5:30pmOpen:
10114 Georgia Rd., Otto, NC

(828) 524-0280

Sun 11am – 5:30pm

TAYLOR From previous page

for disposing the trash we generate in a conscientious
and responsible manner. 

There are related issues that the town and the county
need to address.  One priority is to locate a site and
build a convenience center in, or near, Highlands
where folks can recycle and deposit excessive
amounts of waste.  The project will be challenging but
has to be addressed.

Second, the community needs to examine policies
on short term rentals, i.e., VRBOs [Vacation Rental
By Owner].  I, along with some commissioners, are
getting growing feedback about visitors coming to
town to party and have a good time and then leaving
garbage messes behind for town sanitation workers to
haul off.   I suspect this short term rental issue will be
a major item in the Highlands Community Plan which
will be coming out toward the end of 2021.  It will be
interesting to see how residents feel about the situa-
tion.

In the meantime, we can all continue to be good, en-
vironmental stewards of the plateau. Town staff and
law enforcement are reviewing ordinances and polices
to see if improvements can be made.

Now that I am finished writing this article, I going
out to pickup bags of trash on US 64 that wonderful
volunteers collected this past weekend.

Eighth Covid death recorded in Macon County 
Macon County Public Health re-

ported Monday that a Macon County
resident diagnosed with COVID-19
has died. The person was over the age
of 65 and had underlying health condi-
tions. To protect the family’́s privacy,
no further information will be released
about this patient.

“The family and loved ones of this
individual are in our thoughts and
prayers. As we head into the holiday
season and as more people gather in-
doors, please continue to practice the
3Ws [Wearing a mask, Washing your
hands, and Waiting 6 feet from others
and be mindful of those that are higher
risk,” stated Kathy McGaha, Macon
County Health Director.

To date, MCPH report 811 total
cases in the county, with 40 active pos-
itive, 763 recovered and eight deaths.
Eighty-seven tests administered at
MCPH are pending results.

On Wedneseday, the North Carolina Department of Health
and Human Services reported the state’s highest one day
number of COVID-19 cases with 3,119 cases. Other key
metrics also increased with hospitalizations at 1,246 and the
percent of tests that were positive climbing to 7.9 percent.

“This is not the milestone we want to be hitting, particu-
larly as we head into holidays where people want to come to-
gether. We’ve had more time to learn about this devastating
virus and study after study shows that these three simple ac-
tions can help keep our family, friends and neighbors from
getting sick,” said NCDHHS Secretary Mandy K. Cohen,

M.D.
On Tuesday, Governor Roy Cooper announced that North

Carolina’s indoor mass gathering limit will be lowered to 10
people in an effort to drive down COVID-19 metrics. Exec-
utive Order 176 will go into effect on Friday, Nov. 13, and
will be in place through Friday, Dec. 4.

State health officials advise people to avoid travel over
Thanksgiving and only gather with people in your house-
hold. For those that do plan to travel or get together with oth-
ers, NCDHHS has issued guidance outlining steps to reduce
the risk of spreading COVID-19, including getting tested
three to four days ahead of time. A test can help someone

know if they have COVID-19 even if
they do not yet have symptoms. How-
ever, a test can miss some infections.
Furthermore, a negative test only
gives you information for that point in
time. Community testing events and
other testing sites are listed online at
ncdhhs.gov/testingplace.

People who have been recently di-
agnosed with COVID-19, have symp-
toms of COVID-19 or have been
around a person with COVID-19,
should not host or participate in any
in-person gatherings until they com-
plete their isolation or quarantine pe-
riod.

For a full list of guidance about
traveling and gathering during the hol-
idays, along with a chart outlining
low, medium and high-risk activities,
see the NCDHHS Interim Guidance
for Thanksgiving Holiday.

https://www.facebook.com/bryantsantiqueandunique/
https://www.facebook.com/anovelescapefranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Repeatconsignment/
https://www.facebook.com/RustAndRelics71/
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Well, you’ve always wondered what we do at LIBERTY WOOD PRODUCTS

WE
SPECIALIZE IN:

We can
accommodate

any budget
from thrifty to
fully custom.

• Modular Cabinetry
• Custom Cabinetry
• Closets
• Doors
• Flooring
• Paneling
• Mouldings & Trim.

Give us a call for your special project today.

LibertyWoodProducts.net
874 Iotla Church Road

Franklin, NC 28734

828-524-7958

Producer of top of the
line wood products
for over 20 years

LIBERTY WOOD PRODUCTS

THANK YOU
FOR

YOUR VOTE

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Thank you volunteers. Without you this
wouldn’t have happened. I am so very
honored for the opportunity to serve
each citizen as your N.C. House District
120 representative. I will serve you with
integrity and enthusiasm.

Thank you,

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Karl Gillespie

Holiday Angels accepting applications
for sponsors, eligible families in need  

Christmas is known as the season of giv-
ing and what better way to invest in the
local community than by sponsoring a fam-
ily or an individual in need? Holiday An-
gels is a venture of Macon Program for
Progress that helps facilitate the giving and
support of community partners to provide
for families during the Christmas holidays.
Last year, the Holiday Angels project pro-
vided services to more than 300 eligible
clients.

Macon Program for Progress will take ap-
plications for families in need and for spon-
sors during the month of November.
Applicants must be low-income adults 65
and older, special needs adults on disabil-
ity, or low income families with full custody
of children birth through 12 years of age.
Eligibility is based on the Federal Poverty
Guidelines and applicants must provide
valid proof of all household income. In-
complete applications will not be processed.

Holiday Angels is self-supporting and op-
erates with donations and sponsorships. All
sponsors should receive their clients’ infor-
mation regarding their needs by the first
week of December. Sponsors can then shop,
wrap, and deliver gifts, arrange to take their

sponsored children shopping or bring their
wrapped gifts fo MPP administrative offices
no later than Tuesday, Dec. 15, so the fam-
ilies can be contacted. 

Holiday Angels accepts tax deductible
donations. Checks should be made payable
to MPP Holiday Angels. Monetary dona-
tions are expended for the Holiday Angels
project and utilized toward food gift cards,
gifts, and toys for children and families who
are not yet matched with a sponsor.

Those who would like to become a spon-
sor or make a donation may call (828)524-
4471, or email Felicia at
froberts@mppnhc.org. 

Applications are available at MPP main
offices, located at 82 East Orchard View
Lane, behind Lowe’s of Franklin. Office
hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, or visit MPP’s Facebook page. All
client applications and sponsor applications
must be submitted by Monday, Dec. 1, at 5
p.m.

The mission of Macon Program for
Progress is to increase self-reliance and im-
prove the quality of life for individuals and
families. For more about MPP, visit
mppnhc.org.

Jeep club gives to AARC 
Smoky Mountain Jeeps, along with Lil Sting Rays, recently donated funds and supplies to Ap-
palachian Animal Rescue. Smoky Mountain Jeeps is a Franklin-based jeep club and meets the
first Saturday of the month at Curahee Brewing Co. The club is a family friendly group and all
jeep owners are invited to join. Members are able to view upcoming scheduled events and rides
in the local area and abroad. The local club also participates in other jeep clubs in the WNC area
with their events and rides as well. The goal of the club is to provide a fun, safe and exciting out-
door activity for jeepers and their families to attend. Members strive to give back to the com-
munity by creating events that help generate funds so they’re able to make donations to worthy
causes in the area, like the AARC. Pictured is Amber Hornbarger, treasurer of the club. Contact
them through Facebook SmokyMountainJeeps or by email at smjclub2020@gmail.com.

https://www.facebook.com/LibertyWoodProducts
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We Can Help You
with a new plan or help you renew your existing plan at

no additional cost to you. You only pay the plan premiums.

We Represent All
the major carriers and products available
in Macon County and surrounding areas.

Call Now!
We are booking appointments for all Medicare

beneficiaries and under 65 customers.

Changes take effect January 1, 2021

HEALTH INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
OPEN ENROLLMENT IS NOW!!!!

>  Under 65 (Tax Credit Eligible) Plans: November 1 - December 15.
>  For most people, this is the only time of year to enroll or change.

KKEEVVIINN CCOORRBBIINN
CORBIN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC
(828) 524-7799 • thecorbinagency.com

Medicare Plans and Part D: October 15 – December 7

Imagine HAIR SALON

Chelsea Spivey is now at
Imagine Hair Salon

Located at Prime Salon, 163
Holly Springs Park Dr.,

Franklin, NC
828-371-8176

Heritage Garage Doors, Inc.
Specializing in Custom Garage Doors

and Automatic Openers
Authorized Dealer

• Residential
• Commercial

Steve Raby
Owner

Office (828) 369-5014
Fax (828) 369-5013

Kaylee’s Closet
FFaaiitthhffuullllyy ggiivviinngg ttoo

ffoosstteerr ffaammiilliieess

4462 Highlands Road, Franklin, NC • (828) 371-0992

SCC’s Cyber Crime program ranks second
Long before ransomware attacks on

school districts and government offices
were commonplace, Southwestern Com-
munity College launched the nation’s
first associate degree program in Cyber
Crime Technology.

Two decades later, SCC remains at the
forefront of this vital field in information
technology.

Cyberdegrees.org recently ranked
Southwestern at No. 2 in its listing of the
“Best Cybersecurity Schools for 2020.”
SCC was one of only two North Car-
olina colleges to make the Top 25
(Stanly Community College was 24th).

“When (former Criminal Justice pro-
gram coordinator) Mike Burnette and I
started this program in 2000, we knew it
would be relevant in the decades to
come,” said Kirk Stephens, program co-
ordinator. “But even I am surprised at how much the field
has grown in 20 years. Cybersecurity is one of the fastest-
growing segements of the Information Technology sector.
Every day, we see new stories about the serious problems re-
sulting from poor information security. No government, no
industry, no business sector is immune from cybersecurity
threats.”

Offered entirely online, SCC’s Cyber Crime Technology
program is a two-year curriculum. Graduates work in sec-
tors like financial services, small businesses, healthcare and

education.
Students in Stephens’ program get

hands-on experience with security soft-
ware, tools and operating systems.

“Cyber criminals have the ability to
paralyze a government agency or pub-
lic corporation,” said Dr. Don Tomas,
President of Southwestern Community
College. “The threats to cybersecurity
have escalated dramatically, especially
with the rapid increase in teleworking
brought on by COVID-19.  The work
that Kirk has done in preparing his stu-
dents to be successful in the field takes
on even more importance, and I’m very
proud of this recognition for Kirk and
our Cyber Crime Technology program.”

The Cyber Crime Technology pro-
gram’s honor is the latest in a series of
high national rankings for Southwestern

Community College, which was ranked No. 1 overall in the
nation by BestColleges.com in August. It was the fourth time
in the last 13 years that SCC has been included among the
Top 10 colleges in the U.S. Washington Monthly placed
Southwestern at No. 4 (in 2007) and No. 9 (in 2010), and
WalletHub had SCC at No. 7 in 2015.

For more information about Cyber Crime Techology and
the other programs Southwestern offers, visit www.South-
westernCC.edu, call 828.339.4000 or visit your nearest SCC
location.

Kirk Stephens oversees the Cyber Crime
Technology program at Southwestern
Community College.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heritage-Garage-Doors/105361076195830
https://www.facebook.com/kayleesclosetfranklin/
https://www.https://www.thecorbinagency.com
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The Macon County Sheriff’s
Department, Franklin Police
Department or Jackson
County Sheriff’s Department
made the following arrests Oc-
tober 30 - November 5. All sus-
pects are innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

Macon County 
Sheriff’s Department

October 30
Anthony Christopher Beaver, was charged with possession

of heroin, possession of drug paraphernalia. Matthew T.
Breedlove made the arrest. 

November 2
Adam Charles Klatt, was charged with felony possession of

a schedule I controlled substance, simple possession of a
schedule II controlled substance. Gabe D. Bingham made the
arrest. 

November 3
Todd Jay Parrish, was issued a warrant for indictment. Clay

A. Saunders made the arrest. 
Esteban Vasallo Corteguera, was charged with possession

with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule II controlled
substance, possession of marijuana up to 1/2 oz, possession of
drug paraphernalia, maintaining a place for a controlled sub-
stances. William R. Younce made the arrest. 

Clarence Eugene Hanson, was issued an indictment for ob-
struction of justice. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

Jessie Lee Cody Atcheson, was issued a parole warrant. Jor-
dan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

Justin Michael Connell, was charged with domestic violence
protective order violation. Jonathan Phillips made the arrest. 

November 4
Amberly Lynn Crawford, was charged with harboring a

fugitive, failure to appear. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

November 5
Valerie Sue Bierlein, was charged with possession of

methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia, proba-
tion violation. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

Wylene Elizabeth Wall, was charged with
resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer, probation viola-
tion. Cassie J. Shuler made the arrest. 

November 7
Derek Brandon Conley, was charged with

resist/obstruct/delay law enforcement officer. Joseph A. Raby
made the arrest. 

Dylan Kyle Justice, was charged with injury to personal
property. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

November 8
Christopher Ryan Craig, was charged with felony assault in-

flicting serious bodily injury, simple assault. Gabe D. Bing-
ham made the arrest. 

November 9
Joseph Daniel Toneges, was charged with injury to personal

property. Jordan C. Sutton made the arrest. 

Franklin Police Department

October 29
Matthew Devon Perkins, 27, was charged with forgery of

instrument, misdemeanor larceny, possession of drug para-

phernalia, driving while license revoked not impaired revo-
cation, fugitive probation violation. A secured bond of
$15,000 was set. Officer Hovis made the arrest.   

October 30
Ryan Emerson Spears, 30, was charged with attempted

first degree murder, first degree kidnapping, assault with a
deadly weapon with intent to kill, assault with a deadly
weapon with a minor present, possession of a firearm by
felon, assault with a deadly weapon, simple assault. Officer
Dula made the arrest. 

October 31
Richard Owenby, 49, was charged with possession of

heroin. An unsecured bond of $1,500 was set. Officer T.
Chastain made the arrest. 

November 7
Emmett Kameron Maurice Gentry, 21, was held with se-

cured bond of $1,000. Officer Cabe made the arrest. 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Department

October 28
Randall Eugene Fowler, 54, of Hive Rd., Glenville, was

charged with maintaining a controlled substance in a vehicle
or dwelling place, possession of a stolen firearm, receive
stolen goods or property, possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession with intent ot manufacture sell and deliver con-
trolled substance II, possession of methamphetamine. A se-
cured bond of $10,000. 

Jeanna Michelle Gates, 36, of Luker Branch, Tuckasegee,
was charged with resisting a public officer. No bond was set. 

October 29
Amanda Rae Santiago, 38, of Whittier, was charged with

failure to appear for second degree trespass, misdemeanor
larceny. A secured bond of $500. 

Ericka Leigh Arkansas, 42, of Hallmark Lane, Whittier,
was charged with failure to appear on a misdemeanor. A se-
cured bond of $500 was set. 

Jacob Nathaniel Bigwitch, 23, of Rocky Way, Cherokee,
was charged with possession of methamphetamine, posses-
sion of stolen goods/property, misdemeanor larceny, misde-
meanor probation violation, possession of drug
paraphernalia. A secured bond of $6,500 was set.

MacKenzie Lee Mathis,  28, of Redwing Vista, Whittier,
was charged with probation violation. A secured bond of
$5,000 was set. 

Tarrell Lawshawn Williams, 39, of Greenville Hwy, Clem-
son, S.C., was charged with assault on a female, larceny of
firearm. A secured bond of $10,000 was set. 

October 30
Amber June Franks, 21, of Cabe Rd., was charged with

second degree trespass, protective order violation. No bond
was set.

October 31
Russel David Camp, 42, of Switchback Ridge, Cullowhee,

was charged with assault on a female. No bond was set.
Emma Marie Evitt-Harris, 26, of Walter Ashe Rd., was

charged with failure to appear for possession of drug para-
phernalia, possession of methamphetamine, retail theft of
more than $1,500, conspiracy to commit felony larceny. A
secured bond of $4,000 was set. 

Baron Houston Sutton, 34, of Levi Mathis Rd., Whittier,
was charged with failure to appear for possession of drug
paraphernalia, possession of heroin, attempt to obtain prop-
erty by false pretense, breaking or entering, felony probation
violation out of county, operate a vehicle with no insurance,
cancel/revoked suspended certificate/tag, possession of a
controlled substance on jail premises, simple possession of a
schedule II controlled substance, possession of methamphet-
amine. A secured bond of $7,500 was set. 

November 1
Timothy David Kible, 36, Dumplin Flats, was charged

with communicating threats, domestic violence protective
order violation, domestic criminal trespass, probation viola-
tion. No bond was set. 

Brandon Marsel Barker, 18, of Timber Leaf Dr., was
charged with going armed to the terror of the public. No bond
was set.

November 2
Timothy David Kibel, 36, of Dumplin Flats, was charged

with domestic violence order violation. No bond was set. 
Jackie Kevin Shelton, 47, of Calendar Court, was issued an

order for arrest for felony probation violation,  breaking and
entering. A secured bond was set. 

Dylan Keith Wahnetah, 34, of Tom McCoy Rd., Cherokee,
was charged with failure to appear for possession of mari-
juana, possession of heroin, possession of marijuana up to
1/2 oz, possession of drug paraphernalia, possession of
methamphetamine. A secured bond of $3,000 was set. 

Justice Lee Littlejohn, 26, of Jessie Littlejohn Rd., Chero-
kee, was charged with failure to appear for possession of
drug paraphernalia, possession of heroin. A secured bond of
$10,000 was set. 

Tiffany Nicole Cantrell, 35, of Polka Trail, Whittier, was
charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, possession
of methamphetamine. No bond was set. 

Ricky Carl Brooks, 57, of Grindstone Knob Rd., Whittier,
was charged with possession of methamphetamine, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. No bond was set. 

November 3
Charles Robert Bumgarner, 31, of Too How Rd., Whittier,

was charged with failure to appear for violation of court
order, simple assault, injury to personal property, assault on
a female. A secured bond of $4,500 was set. 

Jess Harvey Cagle, 48, of Winesap Dr., was charged with
breaking and entering. A secured bond of $1,500 was set. 

Megan Elizabeth Oldham, 22, of Cartage Hill Rd., Cul-
lowhee, was charged with simple assault. An unsecured bond
was set. 

Gracie Jalene Green, 39, of Webster Rd., was charged with
breaking and entering. No bond was set. 

Chris Gordon Brooks, 57, of Garnett Rd., was charged
with breaking and entering. No bond was set. 

November 4
Tracy Brandon Hall, 46, of Ferguson Rd., was charged

with second degree trespass, obtain property false pretense,
possession of stolen motor vehicle, larceny of a motor vehi-
cle. A secured bond of $5,000 was set. 

Sandra Taylor Rhinehart, 45, of River Park Dr., Cul-
lowhee, was charged with failure to appear for possession of
stolen goods/property,  misdemeanor larceny, communicat-
ing threats. A secured bond of $3,400 was set. 

Gregory Mark Thompson, 61, of Old Grasshopper Rd.,
Dillsboro, was charged with failure to appear for making
false report to police station, animal control ordinance vio-
lation, second degree trespass. An unsecured bond of $5,000
was set. 

November 5
Shena Dale Standingdeer, 38, of Qualla Town Rd., Chero-

kee, was charged with failure to appear for misdemeanor lar-
ceny, habitual larceny. A secured bond of $15,000 was set. 

Jasmine Danielle Arch, 29, of Rose Lane, Cherokee, was
charged with failure to appear for willful destruction by ten-
ant. A secured bond of $500 was set. 

William Garret Pannell, 20, of Cornflower Lane, was
charged with failure to appear for possession of heroin, main-
taining a vehicle/dwelling/place for a controlled substance. A
secured bond of $3,000 was set. 

Kimberly Ann Santy, 39. of Calendar Court, was issued a
warrant for arrest for first degree trespass enter and remain.
An unsecured bond of $250 was set. 



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2020 VOLUME 38    NUMBER 26 THE MACON COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPING GUIDE 15

882288--552244--88991111 •• mmaaccoonnrreennttaallccoo..ccoomm
537 W. Main Street •  Franklin, NC
S A L E S  •  S E R V I C E  •  R E N TA L S  •  PA R T S
MACON RENTAL CO.

HOURS: 
Mon.-Tue. 

Thu.-Fri. 
8am-5pm 

Wed. & Sat. 
8am-Noon

FOR A LIMITED TIME
We’ll cover the tax on any 

Hustler Pressure Washer or 
Hustler Generators

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
All A.A. meetings in the greater Franklin area including Otto have
been suspended until further notice. To speak with a member of A.A.
call (828)349-4357 or (828)837-4440 or visit www.aawnc80.com.

Franklin's Mobile Museum will meet on the first and third Saturdays
from 1 to 2 p.m.,  at the Wesley Park pavilion, at 573 NE Main St.  Stop
by to see the latest science museum exhibit. When there are enough
exhibits they will travel around the region to area schools.  Masks are
required.  For more information, go to franklinsmobilemuseum.com. 

Macon County Convenience Centers will close at 5:30 p.m. through
the winter. Highlands Transfer Station will close every other Saturday
begining Saturday, Nov. 14. Call the Highlands Transfer Station for
specific Saturday closings, at (828)526-2073.

Indoor Yoga Class at the Macon County Public Library will be held
on Wednesday, Nov. 18,  8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Free to the public. Wear a
mask and bring a yoga mat. Class size is limited. For more informa-
tion visit  https://beyondbendingyoga.punchpass.com/
classes/6871270

Jackson County Branch of the NC NAACP Online Meeting will be
held on  Saturday, Nov. 21, at 10 a.m.  On the agenda is the biannual
branch elections and plans for MLK Day events.  All dues paying mem-
bers are encouraged to vote.  Email jcnaacp54ab@gmail.com to re-
ceive instructions to join online.  All are welcome.

Macon County Solid Waste Management Department, Landfill and
all Convenience Centers will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 26, for
Thanksgiving. 

First Presbyterian Church Blood Drive will be held on Saturday,
Nov. 14, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  This South Carolina-based  non-profit
is the primary supplier of blood products for the hospitals of Western
North Carolina. Its donation center bus will be parked in front of the
church's sanctuary at 26 Church Street.  Each donor will receive a $10
Visa gift card. Potential donors may visit the church's website
(www.fpcwnc.org) to scan the QR Code to make an appointment and
search for the Sponsor Code 24 HFD.  Walk-ins are also welcome.  

Nantahala Hiking Club will take a Needmore Adventure on Sunday,
Nov. 15, crossing a swinging bridge to walk along the Little Tennessee
River and back, an easy 3 miles, with very little elevation change.
Meet at Westgate Plaza in Franklin at 2 p.m., drive 50 miles round trip.
Call Leader Jean Hunnicutt, 524-5234, for reservations.  Visitors wel-
come.

Franklin First Presbyterian Church Community Thanksgiving
Meal will be held on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26, 12 noon to 2 p.m.
Traditional dinners of turkey, fixings and dessert will be offered as take-
out meals in a curbside pickup from volunteers stationed in front of
the FPC Chapel on 26 Church St. Dine-in service will not be provided.
Dinners will not include beverages or utensils and patrons do not need

to call the church to reserve meals. Cars should enter Church Street
from Iotla Street and exit onto Harrison Avenue.  The public is asked
to stagger arrival times during the two-hour meal service to minimize
traffic and wait times. 

Celebrate Recovery at Discover Church every Monday night,  6 to
8 p.m. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-step recovery pro-
gram for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction of any kind. Cel-
ebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from
the issues that are controlling our life. Free childcare up to five years
old for attending parents. Discover Church is located at 47 Macon Cen-
ter Dr (behind Bojangles). For more information,
email cr@discover.church for questions.

Smoky Mountain Pregnancy Care Centers in Cullowhee and
Franklin have an educational parenting program to earn “points” to
use to obtain free items for your family. The centers carry formula, di-
apers, wipes, baby items and clothing up to size 6, as well as  strollers,
car seats, high chairs, pack n’ plays, etc. Donations are always wel-
come. Services are free and confidential. For more information or an
appointment, call (828)349-3200, (828)293-3600 or smpcc.org

Crawford Senior Center is hosting Zoom classes. Zoom classes will
include exercise, tai chi, and others. For more information, or to regis-
ter, call the Senior Center at (828)349-2058.

Macon Chips, the Franklin Wood Carving Club will meet on Thurs-
day,  6:30 p.m. in Franklin High School Wood Shop. They will continue
to meet on Thursdays. Participants are asked to comply with social dis-
tancing and other endemic protocols. All members and prospective
members are cordially invited to attend. For more information, call Con-
tact D Lansont (828)369-2144. 

Uptown Gallery on Main Street is open Monday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Association Western Carolina Chapter Telephone
Support Group for Caregivers of Persons with Alzheimer’s Disease or
dementia is designed to provide caregivers opportunities for sharing,
education, and support through a telephone conference. Support group
participants and a support group facilitator connect each month for one-
hour confidential sessions. For more information, call (800)272-3900.

Franklin Covenant Church has a grocery delivery service for anyone
at higher risk for COVID-19. If you are unable to leave home to get the
supplies you need due to sickness, disability or age, please contact us
for more details. The only cost to you would be the items you order,
there is no delivery charge.  FCCdelivery@yahoo.com.

Volunteer drivers needed at Macon County Senior Services.
Mileage will be reimbursed. For more information, call (828) 349-0211.

Macon County CareNet is in need of volunteers. Positions open are
food pantry, soup kitchen and file room. If interested stop by for an ap-
plication at 130 Bidwell St., or call (828)369-2642.

All Saints Episcopal Church is conducting worship online through its
YouTube page. Go to www.youtube.com and search for "All Saints
Franklin." The in-person worship schedule is subject to change. To learn
more about attending in-person worship, contact them directly at
admin@allsaintsfranklin.org or by calling (828)524-4910.

Grace Baptist Church Harvest-time Revival Nov. 15-20. On Sunday,
Nov. 15, 10:30 a.m., Homecoming with speaker Carl Carpenter, special
music by Blood Bought Quartet. On Monday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m., the
speaker will be Pastor Chris Rumfelt with special music by Mountain
Faith. On Tuesday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m., Pastor Chris Rumfelt is the speaker
with special music by Face of Grace. On Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.,
speaker will be Pastor Chris Rumfelt, special music by Teen Challenge.
On Thursday, Nov. 19, 7 p.m., speaker wil be Pastor Ralph Sexton. On
Friday, Nov. 20, 7 p.m., speaker will be Pastor Ralph Sexton, with spe-
cial music by The White Sisters. The church is located at 139 Setser
Branch Rd. 

First Alliance Church’s Sunday services begin at 9:30 a.m., with Sun-
day School for all ages. The main worship service begins at 10:30 a.m.,
in the sanctuary. Pastor Scott Eichelberger will deliver the message from
Revelation 22. Soloist Ina Enloe will sing.  The church is located at 31
Promise Lane, Franklin (off Womack next door to Trimont Christian
Academy). For more information, call the office (828)369-7977
www.franklincma.com

Spiritual Light Center will host Forrest Rivers  Nov. 15, 11 a.m. Rivers
will speak  about “COVID-19 and Humanity’s Spiritual Awakening.”  The
center is located at 80 Heritage Hollow Dr.

Olive Hill Church Services are held on Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Pastor is Keith McWhite. The church is lo-
cated at 2389 Olive Hill Road.

Franklin First United Methodist Church meets on Sunday, at 8:30
a.m. for in-person worship or online on Facebook Live at Franklin First
United Methodist Church.  Note that  COVID-19 health protocols will be
followed for in-person worship. Plan to arrive early for check in, masks
are required. The church is located at 66 Harrison Ave. Senior pastor is
Rev. David Beam. For more information,  call (828)524.3010 or visit
www.firstumcfranklin.org 

Lifespring Community Church is holding Sunday services beginning
at 10 a.m. with social distancing observed. Brian Lamb in the pastor.
The church is located at the intersection of Cheek Road and Addington
Bridge Road. 

Tellico Baptist Church is now having in-person Sunday School at 10
a.m. and worship service at 11 a.m. inside the church building with the
Reverend L. E. Angel. Everyone is welcome.

West Franklin Church services are held on Sunday, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The church is located on Sloan Rd. next to the Forest Service Office.

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

CR
OS

SW
OR

D 
PU

ZZ
LE

SU
DO

KU
AN

SW
ER

S F
OR

 PG
. 2

2

AN
SW

ER
S

FO
R 

PG
. 2

2

https://www.facebook.com/MaconRentalCo/
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Christmas Foaming Soaps

Home Decor • Boutique • Accessories
Candles • Soaps & Lotions • Gifts

37 E Main Street • Franklin, NC
Located in the old Cullasaja School off the Highlands Rd.

145 River Rd., Franklin, NC • (828) 349-1600  whistlestopantiquesnc.com

Yes! We have Re-Opened!

ANTIQUES, SHOPS & RV PARK

Curbside drop-off sites to open for Operation Christmas Child
More than 4,000 locations will now offer a

curbside drop-off option for the Samaritan’s
Purse project, Operation Christmas Child.
Volunteers are preparing to collect shoebox
gifts during National Collection Week, Nov.
16-23. 

Operation Christmas Child has been col-
lecting and delivering shoebox gifts—filled
with school supplies, hygiene items and fun
toys—to children worldwide for more than
two decades. This is a project that everyone
can still be a part of, even with COVID-19 re-
strictions.  

There’s still time for individuals, families,
and groups to transform empty shoeboxes into
fun gifts. The project partners with local
churches across the globe to deliver these tan-
gible expressions of God’s love to children in
need. To find a step-by-step guide on How to
Pack a Shoebox, visit
samaritanspurse.org/occ. 

“In the midst of the pandemic, the needs are
greater than ever before,” said Franklin Gra-
ham, president of Samaritan’s Purse. “Chil-
dren around the world need to know that God
loves them and there is hope. A simple shoe-
box gift opens the door to share about the true
hope that can only be found in Jesus Christ.” 

Participants can find the nearest drop-off lo-
cation and hours of operation as they make
plans to drop off their shoebox gifts at samar-
itanspurse.org/occ/drop-off-locations. The on-
line lookup tool is searchable by City or Zip
code. Signs at each location will identify the
curbside drop off.   Macon County has two
Drop-Off Locations and their scheduled hours
are listed.

Holly Springs Baptist Church
366 Holly Springs Church Rd., Franklin  
(828) 524-5564
Coordinator: June Trull

Mon, Nov. 16: 3 - 8 p.m. 
Tue, Nov. 17: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 4-6 p.m. 
Wed, Nov. 18: 3 - 8 p.m. 
Thu, Nov. 19: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 4-6 p.m. 
Fri, Nov. 20: 3 - 8 p.m. 
Sat, Nov. 21: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sun, Nov. 22: 1 - 6 p.m. 
Mon, Nov. 23: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

First Baptist Church - Highlands
220 Main Street, Highlands 
(828) 508-7466 or (828) 508-2695
Coordinators:  Sergio Barranco, 
Angelica Garcia 
Mon, Nov. 16: 2  - 6 p.m. 
Tue, Nov. 17: 12: - 5 p.m. 
Wed, Nov. 18: 3 - 7 p.m. 
Thu, Nov. 19: 1 - 5 p.m. 
Fri, Nov. 20: 1 - 5 p.m. 

Sat, Nov. 21: 12  - 5 p.m. 
Sun, Nov. 22: 1 - 5 p.m. 
Mon, Nov. 23: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Those interested in more information on

how Operation Christmas Child is making ad-
justments during its National Collection Week
can visit the organization’s Important
COVID-19 Updates webpage for the latest in-
formation and answers to Frequently Asked
Questions.  

Operation Christmas Child, a project of
Samaritan’s Purse, seeks to demonstrate God’s
love in a tangible way to children in need
around the world and, together with the local
church worldwide, to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Since 1993, Operation Christmas
Child has collected and delivered more than
178 million gift-filled shoeboxes to children
in more than 160 countries and territories. 

Children all over the world are served through Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.

http://www.wayah.com
https://www.facebook.com/MossyRockNC/
https://www.facebook.com/WhistleStopDepotNC/
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YOUR GUIDE TO
AREA DININGEATING OUT

Deliv
y 882288..336699..99999999

H�rs:
Mon – Thurs 11am – 8pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 9pm
Closed Sun

263 Holly Springs Plaza
441 N. Franklin, NC

(In the old Wal-Mart Plaza)

BRING THIS AD IN FOR $2 OFF

77 East Main St. at the top of town hill
Downtown Franklin, NC 28734 • (828) 369-3663

ROOTANDBARREL.COM

ROOT + BARREL
K I T C H E N  A N D  B A R

OPEN - PLEASE COME IN!
Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday  12 – 8pm

+ursday – Saturday  12 – 9pm
Our menu is on our website,

Facebook and Instagram

349 Westgate Plaza
Franklin, NC  

828-634- 7247
Order Online

www.cleavers.kitchen

FRANKLIN’S NEWEST
BURGER JOINT

FRANKLIN’S NEWEST
BURGER JOINT

Open  Thurs. - Mon.  • Closed  Tues. & Wed.Open  Thurs. - Mon.  • Closed  Tues. & Wed.

RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT
M�. Loi�’

882288--336699--88662288 •• 114455 HHiigghhllaannddss RRdd.. FFrraannkklliinn,, NNCC

“Delicious Home Cooking”

Limited Dine-in, Outdoor Seating 
& Curbside Pick-up Available

HHOOUURRSS:: MMoonn.. –– SSaatt.. 77AAMM ttoo 88PPMM

WED. & SUN.
SENIOR DAYS - 8 MEALS

STARTING AT $5.49
THURS.
KIDS’ DAY -

KIDS MEALS $1.99
w/ ADULT MEAL PURCHASE

Winter greens topic of
online HBS program 

Look around at the greenery in this area.  What evergreen
plants are commonly seen in the winter? How do they sur-
vive the harsh conditions? Paige Engelbrektsson, Highlands
Biological Foundation’s Education Specialist, will answer
these questions and more with an introductory talk and vir-
tual exploration of the Botanical Garden Tuesday, Nov. 17,
from 1 to 1:30 p.m.  All are welcome to participate in this
free online program, “Nature 101: Winter Greens Virtual
Program.” Watch the premiere on the Highlands Biological
Station’s Facebook page (@highlandsbiologicalstation) on
Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 1  p.m., or find it afterward on the
“Highlands Biological”  YouTube channel.  For more in-
formation, contact Paige at (828) 526-2623.  

Highlands Botanical Garden is part of the Highlands Bi-
ological Station, a multi-campus center of WCU.

The Macon County Public
Library is hosting The
Vagabonds Monday, Nov.
16, at 2 p.m.

The group will be playing
old country, old pop and
some gospel. Wild Bill Jack-
son plays the harmonica and
sings and Jim Hite plays gui-
tar flat pick, finger pick,
rhythm, and vocals. June
Kirkland plays the guitar and sings.

Call the library at (828)524-3600 to reserve a seat; space
is limited and masks covering nose and mouth are required
to be worn at all times. The library is located at 149 Siler
Farm Road, Franklin.

Yoga at the Library
The library will host a free indoor yoga class Wednesday,

Nov. 18, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. The classes are perfect for newer
yogi's and those looking to safely gather for an indoor prac-
tice. Participants are asked to wear a mask and bring ayoga
mat. Class size is limited; register at:  https://beyondbend-
ingyoga.punchpass.com/classes/6871270

Live music at library with The
Vagabonds Monday, Nov. 16 

https://www.facebook.com/Ms-Lois-Restaurant-142262469181932/
http://www.rizzosbistro.com
https://www.facebook.com/CleaversBurgers
https://www.facebook.com/PapasPizzaToGoFranklin/
https://www.facebook.com/Root-Barrel-kitchen-870827099678126/
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Dana Bowen Chandler Jr.
Dana Bowen Chandler Jr., 73, of Franklin, N.C., passed away

Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020. 
He was born June 5, 1947, in Charleston, W.Va., to the late Dana

Bowen Chandler Sr. and Helen Hill Chandler. He was an insur-
ance salesman and he loved to exercise.  He was a bail bondsman
in Florida and a U.S. Army veteran.

He is survived by his wife, Tina Dale Chandler; a daughter,
Jamie Devose; sons, Jason Chandler and Robert B. Chandler; sis-
ter, Susan Worth; and brother, James Chandler.

No services are planned at this time. Online condolences may be
made at www.bryantgrantfuneralhome.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory is serving the Chan-
dler family.

Dr. James Ernest Kitzner
Dr. James Ernest Kitzner, 69, passed away on Friday, Nov. 6,

2020, at the age of 69 with nary a gray hair on his head.  He was
so fortunate to enjoy 22 years of retirement and a wonderful 17
years here in Franklin with his wife Carol and many dear friends.
He succumbed to the horrible ravages of Lewy Body Dementia
and COVID pneumonia after an eight-year decline caused by
Parkinson's Disease.  It has been a long goodbye.  We will all miss
his wit and brilliant mind and his kind and loving heart.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

John Lyndon Wiggins
John Lyndon Wiggins, 88, of

Salem, Va., went home to be with
the Lord on Thursday, Oct. 29,
2020. 

He was born in Swain County,
North Carolina, on June 5, 1932,
to the late Conely and Mayme
Wiggins. In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death by
his beloved brothers, Wayne and
Clyde. He was the oldest of four
siblings. He served his country
with honor in the U.S. Army. He
moved from North Carolina to
Salem in 1964 and his career was
spent working at General Electric,
retiring in July 1991. He served his community as a lifetime mem-
ber in the Fort Lewis Volunteer Fire Department and was also ac-
tive in his church, CommUNITY Church in Salem, Va. He was a
very easygoing, amiable person who loved to tell stories about his
family, friends and the time he spent growing up in North Car-
olina. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.

He is survived by his loving wife of 57 years, Mary Jo Wal-
droop Wiggins, of Salem; sister, Hattie Mae Potts, of Franklin; sis-
ter-in-law, Elizabeth Ann (Larry) Norris; nephews, Ricky (Cristy)
Potts and Michael Wiggins; and a host of other cousins and de-
voted friends.

A service celebrating his life and honoring this gentle, kind per-
son was held at Macon Funeral Home Sunday, Nov. 8, with Rev.
Steve Reeves officiating. Burial followed in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Jimmy Wiggins, J.D. Sprouse, James Sprouse,
Larry Norris, Furman Shook and Jackie Cook.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the
Alzheimers Association at www.alz.org or 225 N. Michigan Ave.,
Fl. 17, Chicago, IL 60601

The family would like to extend a special thank you to the staff
of the Virginia Veterans Center in Salem, Va.

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

John Lyndon Wiggins

Sgt. John Wesley Murphy
Sgt. John Wesley Murphy, 93,

passed away Nov. 4, 2020.  Born
in Graham County, he was the son
of the late Merritt and Belle Pilk-
ington Murphy. 

He proudly served in the U.S.
Army 88th Blue Devil Division
during1945-1947 in World War II.
He was a member of Black
Mountain Baptist Church. He en-
joyed hunting, fishing, and just
being outside working.  

He is survived by his loving
wife of 73 years, Vada Hodgins
Murphy of Franklin; and daugh-
ters Peggy Murphy Ashe and
Cory of Whittier, Terry Murphy Stamey and Dennis of Highlands,
Judy Murphy Silverstein and David of Franklin, and Sylva Mur-
phy Sprinkle and Lamar also of Franklin; five grandchildren, seven
great-grandchildren all of Franklin. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his siblings, Novella Murphy Sawyer,
James “Arthur” Murphy, Odell Murphy, Burdell Murphy Brackett,
Annie Mae Murphy Bradley, Frances Murphy Sanders, Paul Mur-
phy, and Harold Murphy; and dearest friends Carl Prince,
Theodore Chambers, and John McClure.  

He was survived by siblings, Vonore Murphy Carpenter, Phil
Murphy, Glen Murphy, and Dorothy Jean Murphy Tilley; many
nieces and nephews, a special brother-in-law, Jack Hodges; and
several hunting and fishing buddies.  

A funeral service was held Saturday, Nov. 7, in the Chapel of
Bryant Grant Funeral Home. Burial followed at Black Mountain
Baptist Church, Franklin. Pallbearers were Lee Talley, William
Shannon, Johnny Murphy, Lamon Brown, Rodney Cook and Jake
Stamey

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the North Car-
olina State Veterans Home located 62 Lake Eden Road, Black
Mountain, NC.  28711.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory will be serving the
Murphy family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Sgt. John Wesley Murphy

Charles Lee Cassidy
It is with great sadness that the

family of Charles Lee Cassidy an-
nounces his passing on Nov. 5,
2020. Known as Chuck by friends
and family, he was a husband, dad,
and grandad who enjoyed his fam-
ily and encouraged large family
gatherings for every occasion.

Born on Dec. 19, 1939,  a coun-
try boy raised on a six-acre farm
near Indianapolis, he knew the
meaning of hard work. He was a
tinkerer who valued a dollar. Many
times his family heard, “I’m not
cheap, I’m practical.” Despite that
practicality, he loved Corvettes
and boats and owned several during his lifetime. He was down to
earth, outgoing, caring, and a friend to those he met. He led a life
of servitude. He held several positions including being a deputy in
Indiana as a helicopter pilot and in Florida as airport security. He
was active in the Army Reserve and, as a hobby, a private pilot that
especially enjoyed piloting the Stearman biplane.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Merle Lee Cassidy and
Gladys Zoe Reed Cassidy, and a brother, Wayne Cassidy. 

Left with wonderful memories is his wife, Maureen Patricia Ma-
honey Cassidy, who was the love of his life. Their shared values
and mutual love never stopped giving Maureen butterflies when
she looked into his blue eyes. He is also survived by his children,
Steven Cassidy (Denise) of Beech Grove, Ind., and Melanie Allen
(Robert) of Indianapolis, Ind.; two grandchildren, Katie Allen and
Kyle Allen; and his sister, Maryanne Greeley, also of Indianapolis.

A funeral mass and celebration of life will be held Friday Nov.
13, at 11 a.m., at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Franklin.
Social distancing will be observed and face masks will be required.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to St.
Jude’s Research Hospital or Parkinson's Research Foundation.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Charles Lee Cassidy Robert ‘Doc’ Roger McMahan
Robert “Doc” Roger McMa-

han, 85, of Franklin, N.C., died
Friday, Nov. 6, 2020.

A native of Macon County, he
was the son of the late Kelsie and
Loreena Greene McMahan. He
was preceded in death by his
brothers, Carl, Clarence and Ted
McMahan; and his sisters, Opal
Sanders Brown, Marcella Wykle
and Ruth Sult.

He retired from General Motors
and was a member at Grace Bap-
tist Church. He loved working at
the flea market for many years.

He is survived by his wife of 33
years, Linda Conger McMahan; children, Roger Dale McMahan
(Sandy), David McMahan (Cindy), Donna Shears (Randy), James
“Dink” McMahan (Jan Rameriz), Jeff McMahan, Brenda Munger
(Kelly) all of Franklin, and Carolyn Morgan (Gene Barry) of
Tawas City, Mich.; sister, Tammy Lee of Clyde, N.C.; numerous
grandchildren, great grandchildren, great great grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held Monday, Nov. 9, in the chapel of
Macon Funeral Home.  Rev. Wesley Price and Rev. Frank Ro-
driguez officiated. Burial was in the Watauga Baptist Church
cemetery.

Pallbearers were Ronnie Collins, Blake McMahan, Michael
McMahan, DJ McMahan, Austin McMahan and Josh McMahan.
Honorary pallbearers were Justin McMahan and Bradley Collins.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Watauga Bap-
tist Church cemetery fund.

Online condolences can be made at www.maconfuneral-
home.com.

Macon Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

Robert Roger McMahan

Roma Nell Mashburn
Roma Nell Mashburn, 85, of

Franklin, N.C., passed away
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2020.

Born in Robbinsville, N.C., to
the late Fred and Hester Gibson
Hooper. In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death by her
husband, Cecil Lyman Mashburn;
her siblings, Irene Carter, Fred
Hooper Jr., Lawdy Hooper and
Lloyd Hooper. She was a charter
member of Mashburn Branch
Baptist Church. She enjoyed quilt-
ing, sewing, cooking and spending
time with family; Her favorite was
being a Granny.

She is survived by her son, Alvin Mashburn and wife Vickie, of
Franklin; siblings, Margie Gibson, Ruth Hooper and Olene
Sanders, all of Franklin and Willa Faye Pendergrass of Nantahala;
three grandchildren, Brenda Price (Bill), Tiffany McConnell
(Matthew) f Franklin and Charles Mashburn (Kristy) of Clyde,
N.C.; eight great grandchildren; two great-great grandchildren;
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held Monday, Nov. 9, in the chapel of
Macon Funeral Home with Rev. Travis Buchanan and Rev. Mike
Chastain officiating. Burial will  followed in the Sugarfork Baptist
Church Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Charles Mashburn, Bradley Collins, Ryan
Collins, Kyle Collins, Wesley Mashburn and Matthew McConnell.
Honorary Pallbearers were Jenna Holden, Kadee Collins, Eli
Collins and Levi McConnell.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Mash-
burn Branch Baptist Church, c/o Tony Angel, 2119 Lakeside Dr.,
Ste D, Franklin, NC 28734

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made at www.maconfuneralhome.com.

Roma Nell Mashburn
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Celebrating Lives &
Honoring Memories

Elinor Metzger
Elinor Metzger, 96, beloved

mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother, who inspired others
with her grace, strength and love, re-
turned to her Creator, Savior and
Lord Friday evening Oct. 30, 2020,
at Eckerd Living Center in High-
lands N.C. Her daughters Kathleen
Shuford and Laura Doonan and son
Harrison Metzger were at her side
when her spirit departed this world. 

She was born Dec. 2, 1923, in At-
lanta, Ga., the only daughter of the
Rev. Elton and Lois Sauls. She was
raised in Atlanta and graduated from
the Washington Seminary. She at-
tended Agnes Scott College for a year and then attended the Arts
Student League in NYC. While she was in NYC and later in Panama
City, Fla., she worked as a nurse’s aide due to the shortage of nurses
during World War II. Her love of art inspired pursuits throughout her
life, including drawing, photography, gourmet cooking, and singing
and worshipping with her family at All Saint’s Episcopal Church in
Atlanta. That family had its genesis when Elinor as a young woman
worked in a wartime factory with a striking redheaded woman from
Rhode Island, whose husband and son were serving in World War II.
Dorothy MacKaye Metzger told Elinor stories of her brave and hand-
some son, Earl H. Metzger Jr., who was then manning anti-aircraft
artillery in North Africa and Sicily. Elinor agreed to meet Earl upon
his return from the war, and thus began a romance that lasted more
than 53 years. They were married Feb. 22, 1947, and raised their
three children in Atlanta where Earl served as director of Model
Cities for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
and as a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves. They had
many friends, and she loved to entertain with her warm hospitality
and culinary artistry. They traveled to France and the UK many times
and instilled their children with a love of nature, people and social
justice. They were supporters of the Civil Rights movement in the
1960s. Elinor served as a volunteer and supporter of numerous civic
and church organizations including as a board member of the Geor-
gia Conservancy and president of the Atlanta Fulton chapter of the
League of Women Voters. She went to work as the director of the
VISTA program (Volunteers in Service to America) during the
1960s. In 1981, they retired to Highlands, N.C., where they built a
home surrounded by gardens that Elinor planted and tended. She
helped found and was the first president of The Laurel Garden Club
in Highlands. They continued to enjoy traveling and entertaining and
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a glorious party.
Even after his passing on Nov. 12, 2000, Elinor continued to live a
vibrant and joy-filled life. She was active in her church, The Epis-
copal Church of the Incarnation in Highlands, as a licensed Lay
Reader and Eucharistic Visitor, taking communion to seniors who
were unable to attend services. She was a graduate of the University
of the South, School of Theology’s Education for Ministry program,
a four-year program of theological education that she enjoyed so
much she participated another four years. She was beloved by her
many friends for her sweet and affable nature, wit, intelligence, wis-
dom and loving care for those in need. She lived for several years at
Chestnut Hill of Highlands before declining health required her to
move to Eckerd Living Center. She passed away peacefully, sur-
rounded by her three children who sung to her, read her poetry, and
laid hands upon her on her final day. 

Survivors include children, Kathleen and the Rev. Carlton Shuford
of Augusta, Ga., Laura and Patrick Doonan of Atlanta; and Harrison
and Jeanne Metzger of Mills River, N.C.; grandchildren, Josh and
Laura Shuford of Marietta, Ga., Andy and Julie Shuford and Kevin
Doonan of Los Angeles, Calif., Kristan and Paul Makl of Seattle,
Wash., Charley Doonan of Denver, Colo., Anna and Daniella Met-
zger of Mills River, N.C.; four great-grandchildren; and beloved
friend Helen Moore of Highlands, N.C., who ministered to the fam-
ily with the same sort of grace and hospitality that Elinor shared her
entire life. 

The family thanks Eckerd Living center for their loving care of
Elinor, and asks that in lieu of flowers donations in her memory be
made to Jubilee Partners, P.O. Box 68, Comer, GA 30629; Cashiers
Highlands Humane Society, 200 Gable Drive, Sapphire, NC 28774;
or MountainTrue, 121 Third Avenue West, Suite #1. Hendersonville,
NC 28792. 

Services will be announced at a later date.

Elinor Metzger

Randall H. Jones
Randall H. Jones, 76, passed in his sleep on Nov. 4, 2020, at

Angel Medical Center, Franklin, N.C., after a lengthy illness. He
was born and raised in Tampa, Fla., but was a frequent visitor to
the Franklin area and has been a permanent resident of Burning-
town since 1998. He was an ardent salt-water fisherman and a re-
tired HVAC technician both in Florida and Franklin. 

He leaves behind a daughter, Lori Jones-Keck of Tampa, Fla.,
and Franklin.

No services are planned this time and a private family memo-
rial service will be held at a later date.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home and Crematory will be serving the
Jones family. Online condolences can be made at www.bryant-
grantfuneralhome.com.

Robert Mitchell Shepherd
Robert Mitchell Shepherd, 81,

of Franklin, N.C., passed away
Monday, Nov. 2, 2020.

Born in Macon County, he was
the son of the late Perry Soloman
Shepherd and Lola Mae Messer
Shepherd. In addition to his par-
ents he was preceded in death by a
sister, Minnie Talley, and a
brother, John Shepherd. 

He proudly served his country
in the U.S. Army, stationed in the
Panama Canal Zone during the
Cuban Missile Crisis. Upon his
discharge from the service, he was
awarded a "Letter of Commenda-
tion," commending him for his outstanding performance of duty,
for accomplishing any assigned task with a maximum degree of
efficiency and always being the first to volunteer for a task. His
supervisors had nothing but praise for his performance and stated
it was a pleasure to have an individual of that caliber serving under
him and would welcome the opportunity again. He was a supervi-
sor with General Motors before his retirement. He was a member
of Liberty Baptist Church, the American Legion and the VFW. He
enjoyed NASCAR and hanging out with the other Shepherd men
at the fruit stand.

He is survived by his loving wife, Judith King Shepherd; daugh-
ter, Dori Coakley of Tiger, Ga.; step-children, Bob King, of
Franklin, Mike King, of Omaha, Neb., Randy King, of Texas; sib-
lings,  Roger Shepherd of Candler, Kenneth Shepherd, Raymond
Shepherd, Ray Shepherd, and Steve Shepherd all of Franklin, Betty
Tallent of Greenville, S.C., and Jan Yonce, of Murphy, N.C.; 12
grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held Friday, Nov. 6, in the chapel of
Macon Funeral Home. Rev. Andy Cloer, Rev. Steve Reeves, Rev.
Davis Hooper, Rev. Wesley Hooper and Randy King officiated.
Burial followed in the Shepherd Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Trevor Mason, Blake King, Bob King, Josh
King, Ken Shepherd and Mike Shepherd. Honorary pallbearers
were Darrell Carter, David Yonce, Jerry Jennings, Harold Barrett,
Paul Shuler, R.V. Shields, Mike King, Randy King, Landy Pen-
dergrass, Bruce Giles, Chandler Bryant, Bob King, Don Brown
and Mitchell Owenby.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the
Shepherd Cemetery C/O Josephine Jennings, PO Box 781,
Franklin, NC  28744 and the American Cancer Society, www.can-
cer.org.  

Macon Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be made to the family at www.maconfuner-

alhome.com.

Robert M. Shepherd

Ruth Helen Pruett McLean
Ruth Helen Pruett McLean, born to Willie and Clara Turner

Pruett on Aug. 19, 1928, passed from this life on Nov. 3, 2020.
Voted on by grandchildren and great grandchildren, she held a title
she cherished more than anything—World’s Number One Nonna.

Known for her huge heart and generosity, her kindnesses and
giving spirit did not stop with her family but extended to those in
need who happened to enter the clothing stores she owned in both
Wrightsville, Ga., and Valdosta, Ga. She was a successful busi-
nesswoman, but she never lost the quality of caring about and help-
ing others. She was also an animal lover who gave a multitude of
dogs a wonderful life. Even though she was sweet and kind, no
one would have ever called her a pushover. She was strong willed
and did not mind giving her opinion when she thought it was nec-
essary.

She was one of God’s children. Church was very important to
her, and she faithfully attended First Baptist Church in Wrightsville
as long as she was able.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her spouse, A.D.
Bracken; her first husband, Frank E. McLean; and four brothers. 

She is survived by her daughter, Tryvonne McLean Morgan
(Bill); three grandchildren, Kelli, Andy, and Greer; six great-grand-
children, Deyton, Greylyn, Locklyn, Paiton, Pennley, and Hank;
and three sisters.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to CareNet Food
Bank, 130 Bidwell Street, Franklin, NC, 28734.

Moffitt Family Funeral Care is honored to serve the family.
Online condolences may be made at www.moffittfamilyfuner-

alcare.com.

Tanya Lee Blanchard Bryson
Tanya Lee Blanchard Bryson,

45, passed away Saturday, Nov. 6,
2020. She was born Oct. 6, 1975
in Plattsburgh, N.Y., to Clayton
Blanchard and the late Cathy W.
Blanchard.

She worked as a CNA in the
home health field. She loved the
outdoors, sunflowers, fishing,
football, and her dogs. Her great-
est love was her children, grand-
children, family, and friends. She
was always willing to give a help-
ing hand to anyone in need. She
was a member of Wells Grove
Baptist Church.

Survivors include her husband, Timothy Allen Wells; three sons,
Anthony Bryson, Trey Bryson, and Kendrick Bryson; father, Clay-
ton Blanchard; three grandchildren, Kayson Isaiah Bryson, Myra
Lyriq Bryson, and Isaiah Hilburn; and a sister, Lisa Blanchard.

In addition to her mother, she was preceded in death by two sib-
lings, Nathan Blanchard and Bobbi Joe Vanhook; and a grandbaby,
Kayden Isaiah Bryson.  

A celebration of life service was held Wednesday, Nov. 11, in the
chapel of Bryant-Grant Funeral Home. 

Online condolences can be left at www.bryantgrantfuneral-
home.com.

Bryant-Grant Funeral Home & Crematory is serving the Bryson
family.

Tanya Lee Bryson
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NASCAR NEWS

Holly Cain – NASCAR Wire Service

Chase Elliott won the biggest race of his life – rallying
from a last place starting position to cross the Phoenix Race-
way finish line first in the Series Finale 500 - earning his
first career NASCAR Cup Series championship at the age
of 24 – the youngest champion in NASCAR’s premier se-
ries in 25 years.

Ultimately Elliott won by 2.74-seconds over former fellow
title contenders, Team Penske teammates Brad Keselowski
and Joey Logano. The fourth championship-eligible driver,
Joe Gibbs Racing’s Denny Hamlin, finished fourth.

Seven-time NASCAR champion Jimmie Johnson, 45, was
fifth in his final race as a fulltime driver, congratulating his
young Hendrick Motorsports teammate Elliott on-track and
later on pit lane  – a fitting symbol of the sport’s “passing of
the guard.”

“Awesome, awesome, awesome," Elliott screamed into his
team radio after taking the checkered flag. “We are the
champions!"

Three of the four title contenders led laps on the day at
the famed one-mile desert oval. Logano was out front
125 laps and Keselowski led 16 laps, but Elliott’s 154
laps led were indicative of his motivation, talent and the
No. 9 Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet team’s prepared-
ness for this race. He only earned his place in the four-
driver championship field with a clutch victory last week
at Martinsville (Va.) Speedway and made the most of that
work on Sunday.

Ultimately Elliott wrestled the lead away from Logano
for good with 42 laps of the 312-lap race remaining. It
was the result of a determined driver and team after the
car failed pre-race inspection Sunday morning and had to
start last in the 39-car field.

His focus was evident, however, from the drop of the
green flag. Elliott’s Chevrolet was 15th by Lap 15. He
took the lead for the first time at Lap 79 and led seven
different times on the afternoon.

Once Elliott rallied to the front, the four title con-
tenders were predominantly the top four drivers on track
the remainder of the race – truly settling the championship
among themselves.

“Obviously when you don’t win it hurts, it definitely
stings," Logano said. “I told the guys before the race, you
can’t lose. You either win or you get stronger. Unfortunately,
we got stronger today."

With this championship, Elliott and his father Bill (the
1988 series champion) now become only the third father-
son NASCAR Cup Series championship combination in the
sport’s history joining Lee and Richard Petty and Ned and
Dale Jarrett. Elliott’s father stood trackside for the race and
joked afterward that he had given his son some simple ad-
vice for the big day. Advice Chase readily admits went

Chase Elliott wins at Phoenix,
takes 2020 Cup championship
and adds to family legacy

Chase Elliott, driver of the #9 NAPA Auto Parts Chevrolet,
celebrates in victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup
Series Season Finale 500 and the 2020 NASCAR Cup Se-
ries Championship at Phoenix Raceway on Nov. 8, 2020 in
Avondale, Ariz. At left, Elliott celebrates with team owner
and NASCAR Hall of Famer Rick Hendrick, his wife Linda
Hendrick and his parents Cindy Elliott and NASCAR Hall of
Famer Bill Elliott.

and former series champion Matt Kenseth, who is re-
turning to retirement, finished 14th and 25th, respec-
tively in their final race. Crew chief Chad Knaus, at the
helm for Johnson’s seven titles, led Hendrick driver
Byron to that ninth-place showing.

Stewart-Haas Racing's Cole Custer, who qualified for
the Playoffs with a victory at Kentucky Speedway this
summer, finished 28th officially wrapping up the 2020
Sunoco Rookie of the Year honors. 

“I'm at a loss for words, this is unbelievable," Elliott said.
“Oh, my gosh. We did it. I mean, we did it. That's all I've got
to tell you. Unreal.

“Crew chief, Alan Gustafson, is now a NASCAR Cup Se-
ries champion, and very deserving. I felt like we took some
really big strides this year, and last week was a huge one. To
come out of that with a win and a shot to come here and have
a chance to race is unbelievable. This is unreal.”

Austin Cindric wins 2020 Xfinity championship in 
overtime at Phoenix
After establishing the pace most of the afternoon, 22-year

old Austin Cindric ultimately relied on raw determination to

through his head as he challenged for the life-changing tro-
phy.

“He told me, ‘all you have to do is beat three people'," a
smiling Elliott said of father’s pre-race advice. “He said all
week he felt confident that we could come out here and do
this. And he was right.

“This is a moment I’ve dreamed about. This is all I’ve
wanted to do is be a race car driver and race in NASCAR. To
be honest, I’m humbled."

Elliott’s good friend Ryan Blaney finished sixth followed
by regular season champion Kevin Harvick, Matt
DiBenedetto, William Byron and Martin Truex Jr.

Clint Bowyer, who is moving to the FOX television booth,

https://www.facebook.com/highlanderroof/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinPowerSports/
https://www.facebook.com/curtistvinc/
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claim the 2020 NASCAR Xfinity Series championship. The
Team Penske driver pulled off the most clutch lap-pass of
his young career to take the race victory in Saturday’s Desert
Diamond Casino West Valley 200 and earn his first
NASCAR title.

After pitting for tires just before a final overtime restart,
Cindric was able to work his way forward at the final green
flag and got around Noah Gragson on the last lap - driving
away to a .162-second victory for his sixth win of the season,
easily the most celebrated of his career.

After celebratory donuts in his car, Cindric pulled
himself out of the driver’s window, climbed on top of
his bright yellow No. 22 Team Penske Ford and
flashed No. 1 victory signs on both hands before
waving a giant champion’s flag.

“There was a lot of work put into this race car," a
grinning Cindric said, carefully taking the time to
thank everyone from his team owner, NASCAR Hall
of Famer Roger Penske, to his sponsors, his team, pit
crew, spotter and ultimately his mom and dad.

“I’m speechless, I can’t believe it. You know the
equipment you’re in is the best of the best and the
people you’re working with are the best of the best,"
he added.

Certainly as exuberant as Cindric understandably
was, the other three members of the Championship 4
felt disappointment and dismay. Veteran Justin All-
gaier, who led a race high 77 laps – five more laps out

front than Cindric – was in position to try and secure his first
NASCAR title.

The 34-year old driver of the No. 7 JR Motorsports
Chevrolet kept the field honest consistently throughout the
evening but ultimately on that last restart Allgaier was un-
able to hold off Cindric who had fresher tires and was able
to muscle around Allgaier and Allgaier's JR Motorsports
teammate Gragson.

Allgaier finished fifth and the other Championship 4 driv-
ers: Justin Haley and Chase Briscoe finished eighth and
ninth, respectively. 

Gragson (second), Brandon Jones (third) and Michael An-
nett (fifth) were the non-Playoff drivers to finish in the top-
five. Harrison Burton, Ross Chastain, Haley, Briscoe and

Jeremy Clements round out the top-10.
“So close but so far away," Allgaier said. “First of all, hats

off to Austin and the entire Team Penske group, they’ve been
strong competitors all year. To have the race they did tonight,
they were obviously the best car and they deserved to win.
I’m proud of my guys, proud of everybody at JR Motor-
sports. We had a shot at it at the end and when it’s all said and
done, that’s all you can really ask for."

For most of the race the title contending quartet ran up
front. In addition to Cindric and Allgaier, the Stewart-Haas

Racing driver Chase Briscoe showed the speed
that had made him the winningest driver in the
series this year. He won a career-high and sea-
son-best nine races and led 41 laps on this cham-
pionship night, but a struggle to get his car
comfortable, a late race spin and the loss of track
position was a setback he ultimately couldn’t
overcome.

“Just a frustrating day, this is by far not my
best race track," said Briscoe, who will move into
the SHR team’s No. 14 NASCAR Cup Series

ride next year. “Definitely frustrating to finish fourth in the
championship after the year we had, but overall to win nine
races, it’s been a phenomenal year."

Haley, a three-race winner in 2020, didn't lead any laps in
his No. 11 Kaulig Racing Chevrolet, but he rallied from a
slow start and kept his car competitively among the top 10.

"It's been awesome," Haley said of his Playoff berth. "Just
the growth of this Kaulig Racing team from when I stepped
into it last year and were out in the first round of the Playoffs.

"Just the courage and the faith and everyone at Kaulig
Racing, we bet on each other. I love it. I love everyone there.
Super excited and super blessed to have another year. Does-
n't sting as much because I know next year I get another
chance at it."

Austin Cindric, driver of the #22 Menards/Rich-
mond Ford, celebrates after winning the NASCAR
Xfinity Series Desert Diamond Casino West Valley
200 and the 2020 NASCAR Xfinity Series Champi-
onship at Phoenix Raceway on Nov. 7, 2020 in
Avondale, Ariz.

https://www.foxmercantile.com
https://www.facebook.com/Franklin-Body-Shop-189127547768741/
https://www.facebook.com/Bills-Aluminum-Products-Inc-561072614072987/
https://www.facebook.com/Family-Auto-Care-1237258576369381/
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PG. 15

67. Sure sign of fire
69. Pretend, two words
70. Number cruncher, acr.
71. Lusitania destroyer
72. Gave the boot
73. Pivotal
74. Santa Maria's companion

DOWN
1. Party choice, abbr.
2. Clobber
3. Southern stew staple
4. *Stepbrothers' bipedal
platypus
5. Apollo Creed's son
6. Toe the line
7. *Peppa's or George's last
name
8. "The buck ____ here"

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME:
CARTOON 
CHARACTERS

ACROSS
1. Brocadopa or Larodopa
6. They are often covert
9. Used for watering
13. Vexed
14. Took the bait
15. Spot for boutonniére
16. Old West pack animal
17. Big-headedness
18. Render harmless
19. *Bamm-Bamm's dad
21. *Angelica, Tommy and
Dil
23. Opposite of yang
24. Archipelago unit
25. Solemn pledge
28. Depletes
30. Works, as in a bakery
35. Kind of beige
37. Hammer or sickle
39. ____ firma
40. Lecherous look
41. Computer key
43. Lure for a dieter, on a
package
44. Tropical smoothie fla-
vor
46. Health club offering
47. Hourglass filler
48. Popular saint's name
50. Pea ____, pl.
52. Limit, to some
53. Peace symbol
55. Like King George,
1760-1820
57. *Ill-tempered fourth-
grader's last name
61. *Beast Boy and
Starfire
64. Rossini's offering
65. Lobe locale

9. *King of the Hill
10. Milky-white gem
11. Dry as dust
12. Popular street-lining trees
15. Aglow
20. Related on mother's side
22. Type
24. Carbon-12 or carbon-13
25. *The "brains" of Scooby-
Doo's group
26. Billy of '80s Billboard
charts
27. Small songbirds
29. *Pinky Pie or Fluttershy
31. Unagi, pl.
32. A in A=ab, pl.
33. Did it to Kool-Aid
34. *Land mammal in Bikini
Bottom

36. Give a pep talk
38. *Emmet Brickowski's brick
42. Spokes of a wheel, e.g.
45. *Mr. Magoo or Mr. Burns,
e.g.
49. Bygone bird of New
Zealand
51. Opposite of 'lies down'
54. Sweater style
56. More than one iamb
57. Float liquid
58. Mt. Everest to Earth
59. Network of nerves
60. Walked on
61. Cafeteria carrier
62. High part of day
63. 3-handed card game
66. *Magilla Gorilla, e.g.
68. Pilot's announcement

SUDOKU ANSWERS ON PG. 15

• DIRT 

(828)349-1449

HAULING

Otto • Dillard
Franklin

• GRAVEL
• MULCH

TREE SERVICES:
Tree Pruning
Tree Removal

Brush Clearing, Cutting & Removal
Ornamental Trees & Shrubs

Tree Care & Maintenance
Insured 

Richard Davidek
Owner

828-371-5216

Free
Estimates
Call Now

treetopiallc@icloud.com

OTHER SERVICES:
Drone Retrieval

Cat Rescue
Pressure Washing

SQUID’S
Small Engine 

Repair & Sales

828-342-5135
Pick Up & Delivery Available.

867 HIGHLANDS RD. • FRANKLIN, NC
in the Flea Market, on the curve

Awards & Engraving
Imprinted Apparel

Signs
gooderorders@gmail.com
1021 East Main St. • Franklin, NC

Guy & Alicia Gooder
828-349-4097

https://www.facebook.com/gooderinc/
https://www.facebook.com/SquidsSmallEngineRepair/
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Matt Iannuzzi
Broker/Associate

((882288))337711--88554444
mmttiipprrooppeerrttiieessooffwwnncc@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

RREEAALL EESSTTAATTEE

This building
was built and
has served
as a bank in
the past and
is in a great
location near
d o w n t o w n
Franklin, NC.
It has a two-
lane drive-thru window that also includes a night deposit box.
The building would make excellent office space and has its
own parking lot. The highway 64 exit is not far from this loca-
tion and the road improvements will most likely only benefit
the traffic flow to this building. This is a brick stand-alone
building in Palmer Street Mall. Currently rented, will be ready
to lease by 12/1/2020. $1,500 per month. Call Matt Iannuzzi
828-371-8544 for complete terms.

Your Hitch Headquarters

We’ve got the hitch you need,
for ANY application

99995577 GGeeoorrggiiaa RRdd.. •• OOttttoo,, NNCC 828-349-4500

Factory Hitches • Wiring & Electric
Brake Controls • Weight Distribution 

5th Wheel Hitches
Motorhome Tow Bar Kits • Gooseneck Hitches
Vehicle & Trailer Lighting • Brakes & Bearings

IInn OOttttoo
SSiinnccee 11999988

TreeServiceFranklinNC.com

Complete
Tree Removal

Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Stump
Grinding

Firewood
Delivery/Mulch

Musical Instruments
Repaired

REASONABLE!

Call Peter (828)524-1010

Buy, Trade & Sales
Lessons

4 UNIQUELY BEAUTIFUL Cullasaja
Riverfront Lots, $69K-89K, Water,
Electric and septic permit provided,
Eco Homes and RV Barns.  Also South
Facing 5 Acre Parcels $49K-59K.
(828)371-7940.

5.49 ACRES COMMERCIAL Property,
Unrestricted, 64W, $185,000. For Ap-
pointment. Call (828)342-3208.

FRANKLIN NC WATERFALLS land
for sale by owner. 70 ft falls, winding
creek, mountain views. (total 6 acres
with 3 separated geographical sites).
Dividable via survey in half or thirds so
you can sell two sites, keep one for
yourself. private and serene, close to
town. Sensible deed restrictions. Active
septic permits. Easy access. Videos
available. Call, text to: (352)250-4492.
email to: tsmart@gate.net

FOR SALE BY OWNER 4 Lots in
Gated Community. Unrestricted, Long
Range Views, Good Roads, 6 Miles
From Town. (828)421-4582.
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PAINTING & STAINING Residential,
Interior/Exterior, Repaint, Pressure
Washing,  Deck Repair, Locally
Owned & Operated, Franklin/High-
lands Area, 30 Years, Excellent Ref-
erences, Free Estimates, Insured,
Chandler Contracting. (828)369-
5104, (828)226-3792.
ALL PHASES OF Remodeling, Trim,
Paint, Decks, Furniture Finishing and
Repair, 30 Years of Experience. Call
(828)421-8639.

CAROLINA PAINTING & Remodeling,
Pressure Washing, Painting, Home
Repairs, 28 Years Experience in WNC.
Home (828)349-9087, Cell (828)371-
9754.

GUTTER & DOWNSPOUT Cleaning
and Repair. New Installation, Leaf
Guards. No Job Too Small, Free Es-
timates. (828)524-5475.
PROFESSIONAL KNIFE and scissor
sharpening Mon-Sat.  Kitchen Sink
Inc. 72 E. Main Street, Franklin
(828)524-2956.

NEW CREATIONS Landscaping
LLC.  Landscaping Projects,
Cleanup, Annual Color, Mulch, Pine
Straw, Aerating, Fertilizing, Hard-
scapes, Steps, Retaining Walls,
Grading, Gravel, Design, Grounds
Maintenance and Much More! Li-
censed & Insured, Free Estimates
(828)524-6959.
MOUNTAIN AREA PROPERTY Serv-
ices, Cleaning Packing Organizing &
Other Household Services. Great Ref-
erences. (828)550-4585.

GREENTHUMB LAWN SERVICES
Do you need Fall Cleanup? Lawn
Maintenance,  Landscaping,  Leaf
Blowing, Handyman Services. 16
Years Experience. Call (828)421-
8847.
A&M SERVICES Handyman & Main-
tenance Services, Commercial and
Residential, Fully Insured, Free
Quotes AMServices.org (828)347-
6057.

HANDYMAN HOME REPAIRS Car-
pentry, Pressure Washing, Gutter
Cleaning, Decks, Drywall, Painting,
Electrical/Plumbing, Repairs of any
kind.  40 Years, Fast/Reasonable/Re-
liable.  (828)332-7247.

G R AV E L * G R AV E L * G R AV E L
Franklin, Otto, Dillard, Jackrabbit
Hauling (828)332-8283.
GARY BROWNING’S HOME Repairs,
Decks, Pressure Washing, Interior Re-
models, Painting, Etc. No Job Too
Small, Prompt Response. (828)342-
4039.

C & C PUMPS Well Pump Sales,
Service & Installations. Iron Removal
Filter Systems. Call David Cheek
(828)369-5176.

SQUID’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR &
Service, 867 Highlands Rd., by
Franklin Flea Market. (828)342-5135.

CRANE BROS. WELL Drilling, 6”
Drilled Wells for Farms Homes and
Industries, Free Estimates. 248
Crane Circle, Franklin. (828)524-
4976.
GRADING, FINISH GRADING Hy-
droseed, Driveways, Roads, Hauling,
Land Clearing, Chipper. Install Septic
Systems,  Retaining Walls, Rock
Work, Boulders, Patio,   Perez.
(828)524-8650, (828)347-6793 Excel-
lent References.

ALL AMERICAN TREE Service, Full
Tree Removal, Stump Grinding, Prun-
ing, Storm Cleanup, View Cutting, Ex-
cavating, Bush-Hogging,
Gravel-hauling, Firewood. Fully In-
sured. Free Estimate. (828)506-8480.
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OLD EDWARDS INN Highlands NC,
Housekeeping and Dishwashing start-
ing at $13 per hour. Now recruiting for
Housekeepers, Houseman, 2nd Shift
Laundry, Turndown Attendants, Dish-
washers, Sous Chef, Cook, Pastry and
Bread Cook, Gardener Assistant, As-
sistant Sommelier, Servers, Bussers,
Host/Hostess, Old Edwards Inn
Rooms Manager, Front Desk, Bell-
man, Night Audit, Fitness Manager,
Spa Attendants, Cosmetologist, Asst
Payroll/HR Supervisor, PT Marketing
Assistant. Benefits offered after 90
days employment. Apply online:
www.oldedwardsinn.com/careers

FREELANCE FITNESS Instructors
Spin, Barre & Pilates, Old Edwards
Spa, Highlands NC. Send Resume in
PDF format to Kyra Russell krus-
sell@oldedwardsinn.com

ZAXBY’S OF FRANKLIN Now Hiring
Full-time Assistant Managers, Cooks,
Cashiers.  Apply at www.zaxjobs.com.
Come grow with us!

JIM BYRD CONSTRUCTION Seeking
Carpenters Call (828)421-3009.

COMPANION HEALTH CARE is
needing CNA’s, special opportuni-
ties are available with this position.
Call Donna for more information, it
will be worth the call. (828)524-6444.
SOLID FOUNDATION INC. is Seeking
Skilled Carpenter and Carpenters
Helper. Must have own Transportation,
Tools,  References Needed. Call
(828)369-3894.
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Community FundraisersCommunity Fundraisers

  

  

  

  

  

REACH FOR BARGAINS in Heritage
Hollow, open Tues.-Sat. 10am-3pm.
Benefits Victims of Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault in Macon County.
Information call (828)369-2040.

CARENET THRIFT STORE 45 Macon
Center Dr., Franklin, Open Tuesday
and Thursda. 100% of proceeds bene-
fit the Mission of CareNet to help
bridge the gap during times of crisis for
families in Macon County. (828)349-
9064.

HABITAT RE-STORE 56 W Palmer
St., Franklin. Furniture, Lighting,
Plumbing, Building Materials, Doors &
Windows, Appliances & More!
(828)524-5273. Sylva Re-Store,1315
W. Main St. (828)586-1800. Hours for
both Stores  Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat.  10-
4pm.

FRESH GEORGIA PECANS For
Sale, Cracked Out and In Shell,
Thursday 2-4pm. In Front of VFW
across from Ace.

MILITARY SURPLUS BDU
Pants/Shirts, Boots, M65 Field Jack-
ets Gortex, Parkers, Field Gear,
Sleeping Bags,  Much More!
(828)349-3140.
FARMERS MARKET Fall Season
8am-Noon, every Saturday. Please
Come Out and Support Your Local
Framers Market. Fall & Winter Veg-
etable, Honey,  Fresh Chicken, Artisan
Breads,  Preserves, Handcrafted
Soaps, Eggs, Mushrooms. Large As-
sortment of Cookies. 200 Block East
Palmer.
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LUXURY 2006 LEXUS Light Blue 1
Owner, Never Wrecked, 100,000
miles,  $9,500. (828)200-1585.

1992 FORD F150 4WD, Small V8,
Auto, Needs Trans., $1,500.
(828)349-1465.

AUTO PARTS/COLLISION Parts:
Bumpers, Fenders, Headlights and
Used Parts, Motors, Transmis-
sions, Accessories. Installation
Available. Franklin Body Shop.
(828)524-7494.
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WANTED TO BUY U.S. and Foreign
Coins and Currency. Top Prices Paid.
Free Appraisal.  Call Dan (828)421-
1616. danhazazer@gmail.com
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ESTATE SALE Friday & Saturday, 10-
2, 1075 Holly Terrace Rd. Furniture
tools  alum trailer etc.

HUGH MOVING SALE Nov. 14, 8am-
1pm. Furniture, Tools, Christmas
Decor, too many Household Items to
List. Masks Required, Rain or Shine,
Patton Valley, 91,  Mimosa Lane.
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VOLUNTEERS & DOG WALKERS
Needed at Macon County Animal
Services. 18 years and older.  Call
Debbie  (941)266-7084.
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26 W. Main Street • Franklin, NC 28734
(828) 369-6767

maconcountynews@gmail.com

$8.00 20 words
or less

https://www.facebook.com/AnglinRVTruckTrailer/
http://www.TreeServiceFranklinNC.com


MACON FURNITURE MART
560 DEPOT STREET • FRANKLIN, NC         

(828) 369-8296    MaconFurnitureMart.com

$599Queen Sets
Starting at 

http://www.MaconFurnitureMart.com
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